




Digitized  by the  Internet  Archive 

in  2014 

https://archive.org/details/reportofreceipts1970tops 





THREE  HUNDRED  TWENTIETH 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  of  TOPSFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31 

1970 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

TOWN  CLERK'S  RECORDS  OF  TOWN  MEETINGS 





BENJAMIN  W.  ENGLISH 

Benjamin  W.  English,  who  resided  for  many  years  on  Washington  Street, 
resigned  from  the  Planning  Board  after  24  years  of  service  to  make  his 
home  in  Tamworth,  New  Hampshire. 

English  and  his  family  came  to  Topsfield  from  Nahant  in  1941.  He 
worked  38  years  at  General  Electric  in  Lynn  and  retired  in  1963.  He 
and  his  wife,  Ruth,  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Benjamin,  Jr. 

and  Jane.    Benjamin  has  his  Master's  Degree  in  Education  and  is 
teaching  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire.    Jane  has  a  PhD  Degree  in  high 
energy  physics  and  is  working  on  post-doctoral  research  in  California. 

With  a  keen  interest  in  the  Town,  English  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
and  effort  devoted  to  Community  Service.    He  had  served  on  the  Soil 
Erosion  Board,  and  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Planning  Board  since 

1946.    He  was  frequently  called  "Mr.  Planning  Board"  by  many  of  his 
colleagues  at  Town  Hall.     In  other  community  activities,  he  served 
as  Senior  Deacon,  Moderator  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Canvass 
Committee  for  the  Congregational  Church.    As  a  member  of  the  Histori- 

cal Society  he  served  as  Vice-President  and  Program  Chairman. 
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In  commenting  on  changes  in  the  Town  since  he  moved  here,  he  stated 
that  in  1944  there  were  1,000  residents  in  Topsfield  compared  to 
5,500  in  1970. 

"It  was  a  Town  that  had  no  zoning  or  planning  by-laws,"  he  said. 
"The  Planning  Committee  formulated  the  Town's  first  zoning  by-laws 
and  assisted  in  gaining  acceptance  of  those  by-laws  by  Topsfield 
voters,"  he  added. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  zoning  by-laws  established  the  range  and 
size  of  house  lots  and  assignment  of  various  land  uses  to  physical 
areas  to  assure  reasonable  living  environment.    The  planning  by-laws, 
he  explained,  enabled  the  Town,  through  the  Planning  Board,  to  con- 

trol the  layout  and  the  construction  of  facilities  within  a  develop- 
ment, and  that  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  phases  of  the  Planning 

Board  functions. 

Mr.  English  pointed  out  that  there  have  been  21  developments  approved 

by  the  Planning  Board  and  completed  by  developers.    "This  is  a  very 
substantial  contribution  to  the  growth  of  the  Town,  and  I  feel  it  has 

been  done  in  a  satisfactory  manner,"  he  commented. 

"Modifications  of  original  zoning  by-laws  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Planning  Board,"  he  continued,  "and  they  have  been  accepted-  by  the 
Town  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  growing  community." 

"Our  zoning  by-laws  have  been  effectively  enforced  by  our  Selectmen," 
he  emphasized. 

In  summarizing  his  feelings  on  his  years  devoted  to  community  service, 

Mr.  English  said,  "It  has  been  extra  satisfying  and  rewarding  for  me 
to  have  worked  with  so  many  fine  men  and  women  to  bring  this  Town  to 

its  presently  accepted  high  quality." 
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LESLIE  B.  FALES 

(Photo  Courtesy  Tri-Town  Transcript) 

After  twenty-eight  years  of  service  to  the  Town,  Leslie  B.  Fales, 
53  Washington  Street,  retired  in  August  from  the  position  of  Town 

Collector.  From  1942  to  August,  1970  "Les"  Fales  was  Topsfield's Tax  Collector. 

Born  in  Somerville,  he  has  lived  in  Topsfield  for  many  years  and 
during  those  years  gave  countless  hours  of  service  to  many  local 
charities  and  organizations. 

Mr.  Fales  has  been  a  Trustee  and  is  Deacon  Emeritus  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  is  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Couples 

Club  of  the  church. 

Among  the  numerous  local  activities  in  which  he  has  participated  is 
the  Topsfield  Historical  Society  which  he  served  as  Auditor.    He  is 
Treasurer  of  the  local  Heart  Fund  drive,  a  Director  and  Charter 
Member  of  the  Topsf ield-Boxford  Rotary  Club,  and  also  acted  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Topsfield  Salvation  Army. 

In  addition  to  these  groups,  Mr.  Fales  served  as  Director  of  the 
Essex  County  YMCA,  was  a  Charter  Member  of  the  Topsf ield-Boxford 
Ashlar  Club  and  has  served  in  many  capacities  in  both  the  Danvers 
and  Topsfield  Masonic  Lodges. 

For  his  unflagging  efforts  to  make  Topsfield  a  better  place  to  live 

in,  his  friends  and  fellow  townspeople  say  "thanks"  and  hope  that 
Les  enjoys  his  well-earned  relaxation. 



REPORT 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN     OF  TOPSFIELD 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1970 

4 



GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650 

Population  1900  -  1,030 
1950  -  1,409 
1965  -  4,375 
1970  -  5,240 

Number  Registered  Voters  -  2,570  (1970) 

Total  Valuation  (Taxable  property)  $26,089,680.00 
(Non-Taxable  property)  4,154,185.00 

Number  of  Homes  1340 

Area  in  square  miles  12.86 

Miles  of  Town  Roads  48.15 

Churches  Congregational  -  established  1663 
Catholic  1945 
Episcopal  1957 
Lutheran  1961 

Library 

Volume  -  number  of  books  23,982 
Circulation  67,933 
Hours  -  2  -  9  Monday  through  Friday 

10-2  Saturday 
10  -  12  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1,  1970 

Elementary  K-6  982 
Junior  High  7-8  722 
High  School  9-12    1  242 

Protection 

Police  -  Full  time  -  Chief  -  Sergeant  -  4  Patrolmen 
Fire         Call  Department 

Town  Water  (hydrants)  -  Covers  781  of  homes  §  businesses 

Communications  Center  -  Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Call  7-2121 
Town  Hall  -  Business  -  Info.  7-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
State  Senator  -  William  L.  Saltonstall  -  3rd  Essex  District 
State  Representative  -  Robert  C.  Buell  -  12th  Essex  District 
Federal  Legislators  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

State  Senators  -  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Edward  W.  Brooke 
Congressman  -  Michael  J.  Harrington  -  6th  District 

Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall  -  $1.00  per  copy 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1970-1971 

ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr.,  1971 

Selectmen  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1971 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.,  1972 

John  Sanger,  1973 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1972 

Town  Collector  Leslie  B.  Fales,  1/1/70  to  9/1/70* 
Evelyn  L.  Fales,  9/1/70  to  1/1/71* 

Deborah  D.  Moulton,  1/1/71  to  3/1/71 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble,  1971 

Assessors    Charles  E.  Pethybridge,  1971 
John  B.  Gamans,  1972 

Anthony  D'Agostino,  1973 

School  Committee: 
James  R.  Collins,  1971  Willard  B.  Spring,  1972 
Thomas  C.  Leonard,  Chrm. ,  1971  Barbara  Hartford,  1972 

Donald  Cox,  1973 

Regional  District  School  Committee: 
Thomas  A.  Grady,  1971 

Paul  Johnson,  1972 
Carleton  Porter,  1973 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent  Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent.  .  .  James  N.  Chooljian 

Constable  Theodore  J.  Williams,  1971 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  .  .  .  .Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1971 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 
Evelyn  L.  Fales,  1971  Richard  Stowe,  1972 
Stanley  Cohen,  1971  Barbara  K.  Booth,  1973 
Mario  D.  Banus,  1972  Lynn  V.  Stevens,  1973 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners:  Charles  R.  Mann,  1971 
Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  1972 

Walter  K.  Anderson,  1973 

Cemetery  Commissioners:  Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1971 
Joseph  P.  Friend,  1972 

David  P.  Smallidge,  1973 

Park  Commissioners:  Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1971 
George  W.  Day,  1972 

Douglas  W.  Rankin,  1973 

Planning  Board:  Benjamin  W.  English,  3/1/70  to  11/23/70* 
David  Miller,  11/23/70  to  3/1/71 

Jackson  0.  Welsh,  1972 
James  R.  Klock,  1973 

Alvah  Balentine,  1974 
Robert  H.  Klar,  1975 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds:  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 
C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1972 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1973 

APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee: 
Charles  M.  Thing,  Chrm. ,  1971 
Kenneth  W.  Castner,  Jr.,  1971 
Frederick  C.  Hartman,  1972 

Chief  of  Police  .  .  .  .  

Sergeant  

Regular  Patrolmen: 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
William  H.  Howard,  Jr. 

Reserve  Patrolmen: 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 

Policewoman   

Special  Police  Officers: 
John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 
Chester  A.  Hood 

John  Peterson,  1972 
Michael  E.  Tyler,  1973 
Richard  R.  Smith,  1973 

.  .   .  Roger  G.  Peabody# 

  Harold  Moore 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Carl  James  DiFrancesco 

William  T.  Gamble 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 

H.  Robinson  Vail 

 Nellie  R.  Peabody 

Philip  L.  Godbout*  -  Fire  Dept. 
Clifton  P.  Elliott  -  Fire  Dept. 

Richard  C.  Hardy 
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Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Committee:  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr. 

John  A.  Sanger 

Fire  Department: 
Chief    Philip  L.  Godbout,  3/1/70  to  7/1/70* 

Clifton  P.  Elliott,  7/1/70  to  3/1/71 
Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 
Deputy  Chief  . .  .  .Howard  L.  Stultz,  7/6/70 
Captain  Robert  A.  Wood 
Captain    Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 
Captain  Myron  Williams,  Jr.* 

Town  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 

Board  of  Health  Agent  John  Romanski 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector    John  Romanski 

Sanitary  Engineer  John  Romanski 

Dog  Officer  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector    Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum    Philip  L.  Godbout,  3/1/70  to  7/6/70* 
Clifton  P.  Elliott,  7/6/70  to  3/1/71 

Animal  Inspector  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden.  .........  Philip  L.  Godbout,  3/1/70  to  7/6/70* 
Clifton  P.  Elliott,  7/6/70  to  3/1/71 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 
Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 
Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 
Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Harvey  W.  Perry 
Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 
Thomas  E.  Elliott 

Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper:  Harry  W.  Fuller 



Field  Drivers: Harry  W.  Fuller 
Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds:  Alice  F.  Castle,  1971 
Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1971 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control  Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

Burial  Agent  William  A.  PerTcins 

Caretaker  -  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  John  R.  Gould 

Town  Forest  Committee:  John  J.  Hurley,  1971 
George  W.  Day,  1972 

Laurence  C.  Dosh,  1973 

Local  Coordinator  -  Civil  Defense    Robert  A.  Wood 
Communication    Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 

Radiological  Staff  Officer    Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Town  Insurance  Committee: 

Alice  F.  Castle  Francis  Brown,  3/1/70  to  1/1/71* 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.  John  J.  Bright  1/1/71  to  3/1/71 
David  Twiss  James  R.  Collins 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  the  Committee 

Sanitation  Committee: 
Board  of  Health  John  Romans ki 
Water  Department    Walter  K.  Anderson 
At  Large  George  H.  Gage 
Chairman    Dean  Harwood 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  John  W.  Peirce 

Historical  District  Committee: 
John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman  Nathaniel  Wetherbee 
Horton  Bradstreet  Edwin  A.  Thompson,  Jr. 
James  K.  Castle  William  B.  S.  Leong 

Special  Drainage  Committee:     5/28/63         George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 
Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 

Alvah  H.  Balentine 

Memorial  Day  Committee:  Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1971 
Douglas  Rankin,  1972 

Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1973 

Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee: 
Kenneth  Castner,  Finance  Committee  Jonathan  B.  Peck 
Willard  Spring,  School  Committee  Helane  S.  Walker 
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Zoning  Appeal  Board: 

Soil  Erosion  Board: 

Clayton  F.  Rock,  1971 
Charles  Evans,  1972 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1973 
George  Ross  -  Alternate 

Robert  A.  Klar 

Clayton  F.  Rock 
Arthur  L.  Robinson 

Mosquito  Control  Committee:  (T.M.  5/28/62  Art.  5)  Paul  S.  Best 
Elwood  D.  Bickford  Paul  Loughlin 

William  G.  Stieritz 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee: 
Gerald  F.  Rourke,  Chrm.  1971 
Mary  Wendell,  1971 
Thomas  H.  Hicks,  1971 
Donald  Cox,  School  Committee 
Alvah  Balentine,  Planning  Board 

Municipal  Services  Building  Committee: 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Philip  L.  Godbout 

Recreation  Committee: 
George  C.  Hinkley,  Jr. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
John  Bond 

Conservation  Commission: 
John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman,  1971 
Walter  Barndt,  1971 
Barbara  Booth,  1972 
Robert  Klar,  1972 

James  0.  Woodbridge,  1972 
Robert  E.  Hartford,  1972 

Peter  Wilson,  1973 
Barbara  Wheatland,  1973 

(T.M.  3/2/64  Art.  13) 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Robert  A.  Wood 

Waldo  H.  Smith 
Gretchen  Stott 

Rodger  H.  Stone 

Deborah  D.  Moulton,  1973 
Derek  VanEtten,  1973 
Barbara  Welsh,  1973 

James  R»*  Klock,  Planning  Board 

Board  of  Registrars: 

Communications  Committee : 
Robert 

Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
Edward  T.  Welch,  1971 

George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr.,  1972 
John  J.  Hurley,  1973 

Robert  A.  Wood,  Chrm.  3/1/70  to  7/6/70 
E.  Howlett,  Jr.,  Chrm.  7/6/70  to  3/1/71 

Roger  G.  Peabody 

Topsfield  Conservation  Commission  Tree  Planning  Committee: 
(3/10/69  -  letter  from  Conservation  Commission) 
Derek  VanEtten,  Chairman  Douglas  Rankin 

John  Nutter 

Environmental  Control  Committee: 
John  Aulson 
Elwood  Bickford 

John  Keohane,  Chairman 
Charles  Curtis 
Charles  Evans 

^Resigned # Tenure 10 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

BIRTHS 

Date  of  Birth  Name  of  Child Name  of  Parents 

1970 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  6 

Jan.  9 

Jan.  27 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  20 

March  2 

March  6 

Janis  Lynne  Sorbello 

Paul  Daniel  Cloutier 

John  Christopher  Davis 

Ann  Margaret  St  owe 

David  Scott  Bellomy 

Victoria  Lyn  Walton 

Deborah  Lorraine  Keating 

Timothy  Charles  Arthur 

Jennifer  Lee  Roy 

Karen  Ann  Klar 

March  12  Brent  Thomas  Englund 

March  16  Eric  Whitney  Webb 

March  20  John  Phillip  McHugh 

March  20  John  Arthur  Celso,  Jr. 

March  23  Stephen  Harmar  Brown 

Frederick  Louis  Sorbello 
Rona  (Valentonis)  Sorbello 

Rene  Cloutier 
Charlotte  (Berube)  Cloutier 

Richard  Hamilton  Davis 
Cheryl  Lee  (Dudley)  Davis 

Richard  Henry  Stowe,  Jr. 
Barbara  Elaine  (Dodge)  Stowe 

David  Connor  Bellomy 
Barbara  Jean  (Gray)  Bellomy 

William  Iva  Walton 
Donna  Jean  (Luke)  Walton 

David  Mark  Keating 
Lorraine  Theresa  (Boudreau) Keating 

Ronald  Harold  Arthur 
Suzanne  Louise  ( Rucks tuhl) 

Arthur 

Leo  Peter  Roy 

Pauline  Florence  (L'Heureux)  Roy 

Robert  Harmon  Klar 
Barbara  Mae  (Lovell)  Klar 

Thomas  Howard  Englund 
Susan  Margaret  (Yulich)  Englund 

Howard  LaJoy  Webb 
Mary  Louise  (Goff)  Webb 

John  Anthony  McHugh 
Sheila  Josephine  (Hilpert)  McHugh 

John  Arthur  Celso 
Gloria  Jean  (Smith)  Celso 

Richard  Stockton  Brown 
Cheryl  Lou  (Haag)  Brown 
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March  25  Gridley  McAdam  Losee,  Jr. 

March  26  Tammy  Lynn  Woodbury 

March  28  Jill  Sullivan 

March  31  Paul  Sumner  Robinson 

April  1  Stephen  Douglass  Hart 

April  5  Laura  Lee  Savage 

April  24  Matthew  David  McLaughlin 

May  7  Mark  Peter  Balentine 

May  14  Steven  Thomas  Levesque 

May  14  Catherine  Ann  Arathuzik 

May  15  Susan  Vallette 

May  18  Emily  Diana  Cole 

May  18  Emily  Anas t as i a  Iarocci 

May  21  Lisa  Susan  DeFaria 

May  28  John  George  Petrides 

May  29  Geoffrey  Todd  Gaboriault 

June  27  Jennifer  Jane  Burnham 

July  7  Richard  Gregory  Bell 

Gridley  McAdam  Losee 
Rita  Eleanor  (Hennessey)  Losee 

David  Robert  Woodbury 
Carol  (Heard)  Woodbury 

John  Malloy  Sullivan 
Karen  (Khowlton)  Sullivan 

Donald  Arthur  Robinson 
Sara  Hudson  (LaClaire)  Robinson 

David  McLaren  Hart 
Suzanne  (Leever)  Hart 

Thomas  Joseph  Savage 
Sally  Ann  (Lightiger)  Savage 

John  James  McLaughlin 
Joy  Ellen  (Callahan)  McLaughlin 

Donald  Clyde  Balentine 
Ruth  Anne  (Cunningham)  Balentine 

Thomas  Henry  Levesque 
Debra  (Brown)  Levesque 

John  Edward  Arathuzik 
Dorothy  Christine  (Joly)  Arathuzik 

William  Jewell  Vallette 
Charlotte  Anne  (Smith)  Vallette 

Edward  Albert  Cole 
Millicent  Diane  Richards 

(Bethune)  Cole 

Joseph  Carl  Iarocci 
Audrey  Maria  (Burkey)  Iarocci 

Carl  Moore  DeFaria 

Polly  (Strong)  DeFaria 

George  John  Petrides 
Susan  Marion  (Ingalls)  Petrides 

Lloyd  Bruce  Gaboriault 
Janice  Gay  (McCoy)  Gaboriault 

Robert  Dean  Burnham 
Jane  Susan  (Collett)  Burnham 

Gregory  Wallace  Bell 
Kathleen  (Rolsma)  Bell 



July  7  Erik  Peter  Johnson 

July  8  Scott  William  Caldwell 

July  13        Ched  Kenneth  Standley 

July  14        Michael  Phillip  Balevre 

July  28        Michael  Christopher  Brown 

Aug.  3  Kathleen  Viola  Hieber 

Aug.  26        Elizabeth  Ann  Maguire 

Aug.  27        Christine  Marie  Earabino 

Sept.  3        Stephen  Francis  Fuller 

Sept.  15       Daryl  Cratsley  Foland 

Sept.  23       Mary  Jo  Madden 

Sept.  25       Jonathan  Granger  Pratt 

Sept.  28       Kristen  Cantwell  Levitsky 

Sept.  28       Susan  Jennifer  Arruda 

Oct.  14         Rebecca  Jo  Pickard 

Oct.  19         Steven  Garrett  Vaughan 

Oct.  19         Stephen  John  Jaskela 

Oct.  20 Eric  Stephen  Slaton 

Lennart  Borge  Johnson 
Anita  Gun-Britt  (Hagberg)  Johnson 

William  Albert  Caldwell 
Barbara  Ann  (Kaestner)  Caldwell 

Charles  Perkins  Standley 
Lorraine  Fayne  (Gross land) Standley 

Clyde  Phillip  Balevre 
Marna  Lee  (Carlton)  Balevre 

Donald  Evans  Brown 
Marjorie  Frances  (Connors)  Brown 

John  Christian  Hieber,  Jr. 
Pamela  Tryna  (Hockenberger) 

Hieber 

David  Paul  Maguire 
Nancy  Jean  (Strom)  Maguire 

Richard  Davis  Earabino 
Nancy  Ruth  (Wilkins)  Earabino 

Graham  Stansfield  Fuller 
Elizabeth  Lou  (Lundgren)  Fuller 

David  Cratsley  Foland 
Winola  Jane  (Hammond)  Foland 

Frank  Elliott  Madden 
Teresa  Jane  (Pazyra)  Madden 

Judson  Wayne  Pratt 
Barbara  Leigh  (Witter)  Pratt 

Walter  Simeon  Levitsky 
Margaret  Anne  (Cantwell)  Levitsky 

Alfred  Paul  Arruda 
Susan  Wins low  (Plumley)  Arruda 

Bruce  Dale  Pickard 
Beverly  Ann  (Dow)  Pickard 

Anthony  Joseph  Vaughan 
Mary  Susanna  (Wingfield)  Vaughan 

Ronald  Matthew  Jaskela 
Joan  Mary  (Hensel)  Jaskela 

Stephen  Slaton 
Anne  Elizabeth  (Connor)  Slaton 
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Oct.  20  Michele  Ann  Beaulieu 

Oct.  26  Kimberly  Ann  Weaver 

Dec.  5  Kristin  Amico 

Dec.  5  Justin  Amico 

Dec.  14  Edgar  Paul  Lewis,  Jr. 

Dec.  15  Erin  Kathleen  Morrissey 

Dec.  17  Monica  Audrey  Boyle 

Dec.  21  Donald  George  Skane 

Dec.  21  Eric  Richard  Need 

Dec.  24  Todd  Winthrop  Baker 

Dec.  25  Paul  Richard  Lynch  III 

Dec.  21  Whitney  Bates  Bright 

Richard  Normand  Beaulieu 
Juliette  Paquerette  (Mathieu) 

Beaulieu 

Earle  Randolph  Weaver 
Nancy  Jane  (Carroll)  Weaver 

Joseph  Peter  Amico 
Kathleen  Marie  (McFadden)  Amico 

Joseph  Peter  Amico 
Kathleen  Marie  (McFadden)  Amico 

Edgar  Paul  Lewis 
Christine  Juliette  (Pilczuk) 

Lewis 

Neil  Francis  Morrissey 
Nancy  Lorraine  Runnals 

Matthew  Ignatius  Boyle- 
Audrey  (Modano)  Boyle 

Donald  Howard  Skane 
Jeanne tte  Louise  (Harding)  Skane 

Richard  Oliver  Need 
Patricia  Anne  (Wagner)  Need 

Gordon  Alan  Baker 
Ruth  Elaine  (Garrison)  Baker 

Paul  Richard  Lynch,  Jr. 
Patricia  Mary  (Taft)  Lynch 

John  Josiah  Bright 
Brenda  Ruth  (Hilton)  Bright 
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MARRIAGES 

1969  Marriages  recorded  in  1970 

May  17  William  M.  Voelkel  (Quincy) ,  son  of  William  C.  and  Dorothy 
(Yout)  Voelkel .  Sandra  Marie  Daigle  (Newburyport) , 
daughter  of  Joseph  G.  and  Ethel  (Sabriskie)  Daigle. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  7  Ben  Jon  Benson  Susswein  (New  Rochelle,  N.Y.J,  son  of  Sidney 
B.  and  Carol  (Faber)  Susswein.    Jane  C.  Cannings (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Doyle)  Canning. 
Married  in  Ipswich. 

Nov.  7  Thomas  H.  Levesque  (Topsfield),  son  of  Henry  J.  and 
Estelle  R.  (Gaudette)  Levesque.    Debra  Brown  (Boxford) , 
daughter  of  William  E. ,  Jr.  and  Rebecca  (Caldwell)  Brown. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  20        Sidney  Glenn  Menk,    Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Sidney  Glenn, 
Sr.  and  Grace  (Appleby)  Menk.    Lucy  Austin  (Moran)  Lofgren 
(Weymouth),  daughter  of  Ford  Bruce  and  Helen  G.  (Kelley) 
Moran.    Married  in  West  Barnet,  Vermont. 

1970 

Jan.  7  Thomas  Greer  Gilbert  (New  Hampshire) ,  son  of  William  A. 
and  Ella  M.  (Simmons)  Gilbert.    Betsy  Anne  Nulk  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Donald  and  Frances  (Wood)  Nulk.    Married  in 
Durham,  New  Hampshire. 

Jan.  17        Bryant  Gathings  Pake  (Little  Rock,  Arkansas) ,  son  of  Bryant 
Beverly  and  Wielda  Mae  (Heinas)  Pake.    Barbara  Ann  Brackett 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  George  Allen  and  Bernice  Virginia 
(Homan)  Brackett.    Married  in  Salem. 

Feb.  7  Carl  William  Easterlind  (Marblehead) ,  son  of  Magnus  August 
and  Christine  (Carlson)  Easterlind.    Virginia  R.  (Hunt) 
Winn  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Albert  G.  and  Mary  E.  (Wright) 
Hunt.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Feb.  14         William  Daniel  Haskell  (Manchester),  son  of  Harold  A.  and 

Margaret  Mary  (Keene)  Haskell.    Joan  F.  Savolainen  (Tops- 
f ield) ,  daughter  of  Clarence  E.  and  Margaret  F.  (McKinnon) 
Savolainen.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Feb.  15        Pdchard  S.  Brereton  (North  Falmouth),  son  of  Roland  E.  and 
Eva  (Gaskell)  Brereton.    Emily  T.  Sullivan  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Arthur  C.  and  Margaret  E.  (Costello)  Sullivan. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 
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Feb.  20        Gregory  W.  Bell  (Topsfield),  son  of  Wallace  H.  and  A. 
Jeanne  (Gregory)  Bell.    Kathleen  Rolsma  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Bernard  and  Patricia  Kathleen  (Mecartney) 
Rolsma.    Married  in  Hamilton. 

March  14       Howard  Rennie  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Albert  and  Mary  (Clarke) 
Rennie.    Linda  Babson  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Osman  and 
Geraldine  (Coldv/aite)  Babson.    Married  in  Amesbury. 

March  28       Douglas  E.  Molin  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Edward  George  and  Helen 
Margaret  (Smith)  Molin.    Susan  J.  Andrew  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Jack  Edward  and  Gladys  Mildred  (Fifield) 
Andrew.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  4        Francis  B.  Larkin,  Jr.  (Boston),  son  of  Francis  B.  and 
Norma  (Kee)  Larkin.    Kathleen  M.  Sullivan  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Francis  X.  and  Helen  M.  (Walsh)  Sullivan. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  18       Kevin  L.  Trombly  (North  Andover) ,  son  of  Charles  W.  and 
Margaret  (Shannon)  Trombly.    Maureen  R.  Scott  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Ernest  0.  and  Dorothy  R.  (Floyd)  Scott. 
Married  in  Danvers. 

May  16  Raymond  E.  Lapalme  (Topsfield),  son  of  Edmond  R.  and  Eva  R, 
(Lablanc)  Lapalme.    Beth  A.  Johnson  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Paul  M.  and  Alyce  M.  (Cleary)  Johnson.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

May  17  Richard  R.  Crowley  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Cortlandt  and 
Augusta  (Nelson)  Crowley.    Cheryl  A.  Johnson  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Ernest  Howard  and  Anna  (Essick)  Johnson. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  17  Paul  F.  Perry  (Malone,  N.Y.),  son  of  William  and  Stella 
(Yando)  Perry.  Sabra  L.  Coffill  (Georgetown),  daughter  of 
James  L.  and  Sybil  (Cann)  Coffill.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  20  Martin  J.  Tabasky  (Hull),  son  of  Nathan  and  Betty  (Boren- 
stein)  Tabasky.  Charlene  E.  Peters  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Charles  E.  and  Christine  (Wheeler)  Peters.  Married  in 
Topsfield. 

May  22  Edward  Henry  Rollfs,  II  (Topsfield),  son  of  Edward  Henry 
and  Mary  Doris  (King)  Rollfs.  Susan  Bernice  Cronkhite 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Bayard  N.  and  Doris  (Kilburn) 
Cronkhite.    Married  in  Beverly. 

May  24  Franklin  Spencer  Beveridge  (Hingham) ,  son  of  Albert  J.  and 
Elizabeth  L.  (Scaife)  Beveridge.    Dorothy  Coffin  Forrest 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  S.  Warren  and  Thelma  Grace 
(Coffin)  Forrest.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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June  5  David  P.  Forrest  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  S.  Warren  and  Thelma 
G.  (Coffin)  Forrest.    Susan  R.  Lindh  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Sidney  R.  T.  and  Ruth  E.  (Styles)  Lindh.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

June  6  David  J.  Ornato,  Jr.  (Hamden,  Conn.),  son  of  David  J.  and 
Theresa  (Pichitelli)  Ornato.  Deborah  Jane  Oliver  (George- 

town) ,  daughter  of  Edwin  Davis  and  Gladys  Almeda  (McGrath) 
Oliver.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  13        Peter  J.  Kenny  (Hartford,  Conn.),  son  of  Leslie  and 
Winifred  (Jennings)  Kenny.    Elizabeth  R.  Sullivan  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Francis  X.  and  Helen  M.  (Walsh) 
Sullivan.    Married  in  Danvers. 

June  13        Joel  C.  Najman  (Burlington,  Vermont) ,  son  of  Joseph  Stanley 
and  Emily  Agnes  (Virgens)  Najman.    J.  Susan  Johns  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Angela  (Lampesis)  Johns. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  14         Zelman  Robert  Patkin  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Jordan  and  Rhoda 
(Ginsberg)  Patkin.    Linda  Sue  Lipman  (West  Hartford,  Conn.) 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Ben  (Maor)  Lipman.    Married  in 
West  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

June  19        William  L.  Porter  (Londonderry,  N.H.),  son  of  Leonard  C. 
and  Shirley  I.  (Preston)  Porter.    Jacqueline  Ann  Rix 
(Wenham) ,  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Elizabeth  T.  (Barbeau) 
Rix.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  20        Stephen  D.  Prendergast  (Arlington),  son  of  Edward  P.  and 
Helen  V.  (Stack)  Prendergast.    Deborah  F.  Raymond  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  of  Douglas  F.  and  Mary  A.  (Payne)  Raymond. 
Married  in  Middleton. 

June  20        Peter  Lee  Eirich  (Baltimore,  Maryland),  son  of  Donald  L. 
and  Jean  E.  (Smith)  Eirich.    Leigh  Ann  Dresser  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Rodney  C.  and  Bertha  E.  (Platts)  Dresser. 
Married  in  Cambridge. 

June  20         Ian  H.  Gardiner  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  John  H.  and  Camilla 
(Warren)  Gardiner.    Joanne  Gardella  (Weston) ,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Warren  and  Elena  (Shinn)  Gardella.    Married  in 
Weston. 

June  27        Richard  Carlton  Bates  (Georgetown) ,  son  of  Carlton  Eldrew 
and  Vondelle  Lee  (Forman)  Bates.    Donna  Marie  Rouff 
(Georgetown) ,  daughter  of  Edward  Quested  and  Hilda  Louise 
(Ford)  Rouff.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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June  27        Perry  Cornell  Goodspeed  III  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Perry 
Cornell  and  Teresa  (Spalding)  Goodspeed,  Jr.  Sharon  Ann 
Codey  (Glenview,  Ill.)>  daughter  of  John  Edward  and  Ruth 
(Sternenberg)  Codey.    Married  in -Topsfield. 

June  28        Stephen  C.  Smidt  (Topsfield),  son  of  Henry  and  Frances  E. 
(Silbert)  Smidt.    Barbara  J.  Simon  (Swampscott) ,  daughter 
of  Israel  and  Ida  S.  (Leventhal)  Simon.    Married  in 
Swampscott. 

July  10        Herbert  N.  Doyle  (Salem),  son  of  Herbert  N. ,  Sr.  and  Kath- 
leen H.  (Lavender)  Doyle.    Nancy  L.  Meehan  (Topsfield), 

daughter  of  Ralph  and  Mary  C.  (Kelleher)  Meehan.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

July  12        William  E.  Gaither  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Eugene  and  Phyllis 
E.  (Leach)  Gaither.    Linda  J.  Hilshey  (Gloucester),  daugh- 

ter of  Robert  and  Charlotte  (Mitchell)  Hilshey.  Married 
in  Gloucester. 

July  14         Scott  D.  Robinson  (Topsfield),  son  of  Arthur  L. .and 
Elizabeth  H.  (Cram)  Robinson.    Cynthia  Louise  Dumas 
(Salem) ,  daughter  of  Maurice  Majorique  and  Eva  Eleanor 
(Burnett)  Dumas.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 

Aug.  8  Kenneth  Clifford  Roberts  (Salem) ,  son  of  Clifford  and 
Frances  (Whi taker)  Roberts.    Diane  Ruth  Butler  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  George  and  Beatrice  (Amor)  Butler.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Aug,  8  Julius  H.  Mueller  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Julius  H.  and  Anna 
May  (Beissenherz)  Mueller.    Mildred  Elizabeth  (Johnson) 
Kane  (Melrose) ,  daughter  of  Ralph  Sumner  and  Elizabeth 
(Gaw)  Johnson.    Married  in  Wakefield. 

Aug.  9  John  Edwin  Halpin  (Rowley) ,  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Phyllis 
(Thompson)  Halpin.    Margaret  Ann  Peterson  (Middleton) , 
daughter  of  Carl  R.  and  Eileen  M.  (Mersereau)  Peterson. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  15         Gary  R.  Rush  (Barnstable),  son  of  Edwin  L.  and  Phyllis 
(Bartlett)  Rush.    Lynne  Houser  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Lee  V.  and  Muriel  L.  (Chase)  Houser.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  15         Kenneth  A.  Britner  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Frank  A.  and 

Mildred  E.  (Ryder)  Britner.    Nanci  Killan  (Topsfield)', daughter  of  Franklin  W.  and  Priscilla  C.  (Egan)  Killam. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  15         Robert  F.  Parker  (Topsfield),  son  of  Charles  Raymond  and 
Elvira  (Badaracco)  Parker.    Meredith  L.  Anderson  (Tops- 
field),  daughter  of  Walter  K.  and  Leta  E.  (Elliott) 
Anderson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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Aug.  21        Steven  M.  Petrie  (Topsf ield) ,  son  of  Roger  A.  and  Ann  E. 
(Morrid)  Petrie.    Maureen  A.  (Bohemier)  Ricci,  daughter  of 
Edward  H.  and  Jennie  L.  (Zecchilli)  Bohemier.    Married  in 
Amesbury . 

Aug.  29        Paul  Franklin  York  (Gorham,  Maine) ,  son  of  Robert  Morris 
and  Virginia  (Blanchard)  York.    Deborah  Ann  Renz  (Tops- 
f ield) ,  daughter  of  Erwin  William  and  Jane  (Weeks)  Renz. 
Married  in  Topsf ield. 

Aug.  29        Franklin  R.  Dean,  Jr.  (Needham) ,  son  of  Franklin  R.  and 
Marjorie  F.  (Cowen)  Dean.    Barbara  A.  Unger  (Topsf ield) , 
daughter  of  Richard  A.  and  Betty  J.  (Woelffle)  Unger. 
Married  in  Topsf ield. 

Aug.  29        Scott  Wilson  Prior  (Topsf ield) ,  son  of  Gregory  C.  and 
Audrey  A.  (Constable)  Prior.    Nancy  Claire  Viall  (West 
Harwich),  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Claire  (Frischkorn) 
Viall.    Married  in  Brewster. 

Sept.  6        John  A.  Parsons  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Jack  and  Claire  A. 

(Collins)  Parsons.    Sally  (Paige)  Scott  (Danvers),  daugh- 
ter of  Campbell  and  Taina  (Linna)  Paige.    Married  in 

Topsfield. 

Sept.  26       T.  Curtis  Campbell  (Topsfield),  son  of  Curtis  and  Eunice 
Gould  (Murray)  Campbell .    Rosemary  Loring  (Beverly) , 
daughter  of  Caleb  and  Rosemary  (Merrill)  Loring,  Jr. 
Married  in  Beverly. 

Oct.  10        Richard  C.  Humphreys  (Topsfield),  son  of  Donald  R.  and 
Ruth  B.  (Treat)  Humphreys.    Sarah  P.  Brownell  (Marblehead) , 
daughter  of  Parker  and  Barbara  W.  (Belcher)  Brownell. 
Married  in  Marblehead. 

Oct.  17        William  A.  Fleming  (Gloucester),  son  of  Edward  and  Evelyn 

(Jacobs)  Fleming.    Kathy  Jane  Gaither  (Topsfield) ,  daugh- 
ter of  Eugene  and  Phyllis  (Leach)  Gaither.    Married  in 

Topsfield. 

Oct.  24         David  P.  Barr  (Boxf ord) ,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Judith  F. 
(Perkins)  Barr.  Anne  Yaeger  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Robert  E.  and  Margaret  A.  (Healy)  Yaeger.  Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  1  Ernest  E.  Johnson  (Topsfield),  son  of  Ernest  H.  and  Anna 
M.  (Essick)  Johnson.    Joyce  M.  Elchook  (Peabody) ,  daughter 
of  John  A.  and  Stella  (Niconchuk)  Elchook.    Married  in 
Salem. 
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Nov.  1  Richard  C.  Newton  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Gordon  B.  and 
Luella  W.  (Currier)  Newton.    Marylou  Wilichoski  (Middle- 
ton)  ,  daughter  of  Philip  G.  and  Mary  L.  (Woodlock) 
Wilichoski.    Married  in  Middleton. 

Nov.  7  Richard  G.  Jonasch  (Georgetown),  son  of  John  G.  and 
Eleanor  C.  (Bockroth)  Jonasch.    Sharon  E.  Graves  (George- 

town) ,  daughter  of  Earl  W.  and  Gertrude  (Snow)  Graves. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  14        Gene  E.  Matthews  (Marblehead) ,  son  of  Leroy  and  Gladys 
(White)  Matthews.    Deborah  Joyce  Titus  (Salem),  daughter 
of  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Virginia  (Carpenter)  Titus.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Dec.  8  Robert  R.  Widdowson  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Frank  X.  and 
Lillian  C.  (Downing)  Widdowson.  Constance  M.  (Moody) 
Roukes  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Helen  R. 
(Bartol)  Moody.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 

Dec.  27        James  Lawrence  Rook  (Warwick,  R.I.),  son  of  Lawrence  E. 
and  Jean  (Ross)  Rook.  Sandra  L.  Dietrich  (Boxf ord) , 
daughter  of  Horace  R.  and  Doris  M.  (Caddy)  Dietrich. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 
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DEATHS 

1969 

Dec.  24 

1970 

Jan.  10 

Jan.  12 

Jan.  29 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  28 

March  9 

March  14 

April  11 

May  1 

July  13 

July  14 

Albert  Baine  Bassett,  son  of  Charles  and  Beatrice  Mary 
Bassett.    Age  55  years,  9  months,  6  days.    Buried  in 
Salem. 

Mabel  W. (Williamson)  Mueller,  wife  of  Julius  H.  Mueller 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Cecilia  (Arvidson)  Williamson. 
Age  63  years,  3  months,  12  days.    Buried  in  Cotuit. 

Gladys  (Messer)  Spaulding,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Spaulding 
and  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jennie  (Week)  Messer.  Age 
72  years,  10  months,  11  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Lena  M.  (Walsh)  Jackman,  widow  of  John  J.  Jackman  and 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  H.  (Cullinane)  Walsh. 
Age  80  years,  2  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

George  M.  Amero,  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Thibault)  Amero. 
Age  84  years,  11  months,  28  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Thomas  L.  Reid,  Sr.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Jane  (Locke) 
Reid.    Age  68  years.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Theodore  Ludwig  Davis,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Caroile 
(Bloch)  Davis.    Age  87  years,  4  months,  16  days.  Buried 
in  Raymond,  Maine. 

Henry  Carlson,  son  of  John  and  Anna  Carlson.    Age  76 
years,  7  months,  21  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Charles  Lester  Gregor,  son  of  Charles  J.  and  Clara 
(Howard)  Gregor.  Age  62  years,  10  months,  4  days. 
Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Delia  (Cote)  Cutreau,  widow  of  George  Cutreau  and  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  T.  and  Marie  J.   (Tanguay)  Cote.    Age  87 

years,  6  months,  23  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Leon  F.  French,  son  of  George  M.  and  Mary  F.  (Gillis) 
French.  Age  86  years,  11  months,  16  days.  Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Antoinette  (Walker)  Kavanaugh,  wife  of  Manual  Michael 
Kavanaugh  and  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jessie  (Sanous) 
Walker.  Age  96  years,  10  months,  14  days.  Buried  in 
Peabody . 
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Aug.  8  Gladys  E.  (Darby)  Harvey,  widow  of  George  T.  Harvey  and 
daughter  of  Samuel  Darby.  Age  65  years,  11  months  and 
12  days.    Buried  in  Worcester. 

Sept  1  Sarah  D.  (Mattheson)  Foremes,  widow  of  Theodore  J. 
Foremes  and  daughter  of  Kenneth  and  Mary  Mattheson. 
Age  80  years,  4  months,  12  days. 

Sept.  3  Isobel  Campbell  Dingle,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Campbell)  Dingle.  Age  83  years,  2  months,  23  days. 
Cremated  in  Salem. 

Sept.  22       Harry  B.  Ross,  son  of  Ziba  and  Amanda  (Whipple)  Ross. 
Age  92  years,  8  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Sept.  24       John  R.  Walsh,  son  of  William  Henry  V.  and  Margaret  E. 
(Cullanane)  Walsh.    Age  76  years,  6  months,  5  days. 
Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  16  Ann  (Smerage)  Earl,  wife  of  Sefton  Earl  and  daughter  of 
Melvin  W.  and  Bessie  E.  (Welch)  Smerage.  Age  58  years, 
10  months,  27  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  16        Ruth  (Kennedy)  Grover,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Bessie 
(Shaw)  Kennedy.    Age  69  years,  4  months,  15  days. 
Buried  in  West  Psabody. 

Nov.  7  Donald  J.  McGuigan,  son  of  Edward  and  Anna  (Joyce) 
McGuigan.    Age  64  years,  1  month,  8  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  16  Michael  Pilczuk,  son  of  Michael  Pilczuk.  Age  78  years, 

12  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield." 

Nov.  19        Ruth  (Crawford)  Carlton,  wife  of  William  W.  Carlton  and 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Ruth  (Taylor)  Crawford.    Age  48 
years,  3  months,  5  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Nov.  30  Roger  Case,  son  of  Herbert  and  Jessie  (Salisbury)  Case. 
Age  55  years,  2  months.    Cremated  in  Salem. 

Dec.  8  Dorothy  E.  (Patterson)  Perry,  wife  of  Raymond  Perry  and 
daughter  of  Frank  C.  and  Emma  Patterson.  Age  69  years, 
2  months.    Buried  in  Lynn. 

Dec.  9  Walter  Lee  Hall,  son  of  Walter  C.  and  Leora  R.  (Savage) 
Hall.    Age  68  years,  4  months,  19  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 
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DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPS FIELD 

Date  Years    Mos.  Days 

1968 

June  22 A_L_Lce  jjejLJ-e  L,_i_app  u-luooii,  .LOb  /\iige±es , 
California 

7Q /  y 

1970 

Jan.  9 John  Hicks,  Salem 
83 

7 8 

Jan.  11 Maud  C.  Bailey,  Hampton,  N.  H. 100 
-- -- 

Jan.  30 Helen  M.  (Brown)  Lake,  Plymouth 74 -- 30 

April  29 William  N.  Cosgrove,  Haverhill 44 3 
28 

July  4 Grace  Gould  Farrar,  Quincy 85 
-- 

-- 

Aug.  29 Edna  I.  Stacey,  Carlisle 
85 

11 9 

Sept.  1 John  D.  Lawson,  Republic  of  Vietnam 
26 

4 
12 

Oct.  12 Harry  Whittle  Poor,  Haverhill 
83 

1 
26 

Oct.  16 Cecil  Rhodes  Hamilton,  Somerville 
72 

1 6 

Nov.  17 Fannie  E.  (Wildes)  Workman,  Danvers 85 
10 

1 

Nov.  26 Bessie  C.  Woodbury,  Rowley 95 8 8 

Dec.  3 Richard  Frampton  Davis,  Oceanport,  N.J. Not 

given 
Dec.  8 Cyrus  E.  Killam,  Danvers 

93 
6 

25 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

March  2,  1970 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  p.m.  and  he 
stated  a  quorum  was  present.    The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and 
the  Return  of  the  Constable,  stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly 
advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon.    There  were  no  reports. 

Second   To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors: 

Charles  0.  Leach Retired 1968 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. Retired 1968 

Mary  W.  Sanger Homemaker 1968 
Wilfred  S.  Desmarais Machinist 1968 

Eileen  S.  Desmarais Homemaker 1968 
Martha  W.  Barber Homemaker 1968 
Alan  S.  Wiswell 

Engineer 
1968 

Robert  H.  Sanders Draftsman 1968 
Robert  A.  Richman Engineer 

1968 

Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. Electrical  Engineer 1968 
William  G.  Stieritz 

Engineer 
1968 

Sigmund  H.  Eskind Purchasing  Agent 1968 

Louise  R.  Murray Homemaker 1968 
Mary  B.  Anderson Homemaker 1969 

T.  Arthur  Anderson Iron  Worker 1969 
Barbara  Bond Homemaker 1969 
Elizabeth  P.  Butcher Homemaker 1969 
A.  Belman  Carter Retired 1969 

Blanche  A.  Williams Homemaker 1969 
Judith  S.  Miller Homemaker 1969 
Virginia  B.  Wyman Homemaker 1969 

Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson Homemaker 1969 
Dorothy  M.  Bruce Homemaker 

1969 

Mark  F.  Quigley Sales  Manager 1969 
Nancy  E.  Begin Homemaker 1970 
Helen  M.  Brown Homemaker 1970 

Earle  D.  Coffin Retired 1970 

Phyllis  R.  Coe Homemaker 1970 
Ruth  W.  Cleversey Homemaker 1970 
George  S.  Day Machinist 1970 
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Roger  J.  Edwards 
Anthony  Gangi 
Robert  E.  Hartford 
Mary  M.  Howie tt 
Beatrice  H.  Keddy 
Primo  A.  Lombardi 
Rosalie  A.  Mann 
Ann  Marshall 
Florence  A.  Morrison 
John  W.  Peirce 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss 
Mary  E.  Reid 
Osgood  S.  Richards 
Hay den  R.  Shepley 
Phyllis  M.  Shields 
Laura  E.  Stover 
Alfred  R.  Worthen,  Jr. 
Gertrude  C.  Leavitt 
Eileen  V.  Vanderveen 
Frances  W.  Nulk 

Retired 
Merchant 
Investment  Analyst 

1970 
1970 
1970 
1970 
1970 
1970 
1970 
1970 

1970 
1970 
1970 

1970 1970 

1970 
1970 

1970 
1970 
1970 

1970 
1970 

Homemaker 
Homemaker 
Investigator 
Homemaker 
Homemaker 
Homemaker 
Architect 
Retired 
Homemaker 
Retired 
Architect 
Homemaker 
Secretary 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Homemaker 
Homemaker 
Homemaker 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  moved  acceptance  of  the  Jury  List,  which 
was  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning 
January  1,  1970  and  January  1,  1971,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 

visions of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than 
one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter 
44,  Section  17,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from 
time  to  time,  in  anticipation  of  the  Revenue  for  the  financial  years 
beginning  January  1,  1970  and  January  1,  1971,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew 
any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  fix  the 
annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the  elective  officers  from 
January  1,  1970  as  follows: 
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Moderator                     $     30.00  Planning  Board 
Selectmen  -  Chairman        400.00  Chairman  $  350.00 

Clerk             800.00  Clerk  250.00 
Other  Member  300.00  Town  Clerk  1,100.00 

Town  Treasurer              3,750.00  Road  Commissioner  8,200.00 
Town  Collector              3,500.00  Tree  Warden  -  Aggregate 
Assessors  -  Chairman     1,650.00  not  to  exceed  600.00 

Clerk             750.00  To  be  charged  to  appli- 
Other  Member  750.00  cable  Moth,  Shade  Tree 

and  Elm  Beetle  appropriations. 

The  Finance  Committee  further  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the  following  budget: 

General  Government  (2.3%  of  total) 

Moderator  $  30.00 
Selectmen  1,500.00 
Town  Accountant  700.00 
Town  Treasurer  3,750.00 
Town  Collector  3,500.00 
Assessors  3,150.00 
Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 
Trust  Fund  Clerk  50.00 
Town  Clerk  1,100.00 
Planning  Board  600.00 
Lister  400.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses  23,690.00 
Elections  2,500.00 
Town  Hall  8,200.00 

Selectmen's  Special  2,500.00 
Sub-Total:    General  Government  1  51,870.00 

Protection  of  Persons  $  Property  (6.1%  of  total) 

Police  Department  $  68,109.00 
Fire  Department  22,058.00 
Communications  Center  24,059.00 
Moth  Department  1,430.00 
Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department  400.00 
Shade  Tree  Department  4,235.00 
Dutch  Elm  Disease  4,840.00 
Poison  Ivy  Control  200.00 
Wire  Inspector  1,500.00 
Town  Forest  250.00 
Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Plumbing  Inspector  •  800.00 
Gas  Inspector  500.00 
Dog  Fund  400.00 
Dog  Officer's  Expense  850.00 
Animal  Inspector  300.00 
Civilian  Defense  1,905.00 
Conservation   130.00 

Sub-Total:    Protection  of  Persons  $  Property      $  133,966.00 
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Health  §  Sanitation  (2.1%  of  total) 

Health  Department  $  6,025.00 
Sanitary  Landfill  39,940.00 

Sub-Total:    Health  $  Sanitation  "$  45,965.00 

Highways  (4.7%  of  total) 

General  Highway  $  36,000.00 
Removing  Snow  and  Ice  36,000.00 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance  7,300.00 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance  6,000.00 
Chapter  90,  New  Construction  5,500.00 
Road  Machinery  Fund  5,800.00 
Street  Lighting  6,500.00 

Sub-Total:    Highways  "$  103,100.00 
Charities 

Medical  Assistance  0 

Water  Department  (1.9%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  $  41,934.00 

Planning  Board  (.04%  of  total) 

Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  Numbers  $  450.00 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses  400.00 

Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Sub -Committee  for  Review  of  Business  and 

Industrial  Areas   -- 

Sub-Total:    Planning  Board  "$  850.00 

Education,  School  Department  -  Elementary  (26.8%  of  total) 

General  Expenses  $  19,508.00 
Expenses  of  Instruction  456,396.00 
Auxiliary  Agencies  47,563.00 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant  62,978.00 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  1,475.00 
Community  Services  2,707.00 
Programs  with  Other  Districts  3,105.00 

Sub-Total:    Elementary  School  $  593,732.00 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School  (43.0%  of  total) 

General  Control  Apportionment  $  873,299.69 
Net  Debt  Apportionment  80,508.26 

Sub-Total:    Regional  School  "I  953,807.95 

Library  (1.3%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  $  28,700.00 
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Recreation  (.9%  of  total) 

Park  Department  $  10,000.00 
Recreational  Facilities  and  Improvements  10,600.00 

Sub-Total:    Recreation  1  20,600.00 

Cemeteries  (.4%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  $  8,747.00 

Pensions  (1.1%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund  $  24,462.98 

Soldiers'  Benefits  (.7%  of  total) 

Veterans'  Service  Center  $  3,460.00 
Veterans'  Benefits  13,000.00 

Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits  ~$  16,460.00 

Unclassified  (1.4%  of  total) 

Town  and  Census  Reports  $  2,400.00 
Memorial  Day  Observance  800.00 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  50.00 
Insurance  18,300.00 

Long-Range  School  Planning 
Group  Life  and  Hospital  Insurance  10,297.00 

Sub-Total:    Unclassified  J  31,847.00 

Interest  on  Long-Term  Bonds  (1.4%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5-61  $  341.00 
Water  Bonds  -  5-49  438.00 
Water  Bonds  -  8-66  4,536.00 
School  Bonds  -  8-51  380.00 
School  Bonds  -  9-54  500.00 
School  Bonds  -  3-62  10,000.00 
School  Remodeling  Bonds  8-65  450.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8-66  882.00 
Library  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8-66  882.00 
School  Addition  Bonds  -  12-68  4,675.00 
Steward  School  Bond  Expense 
Fire  Station  Bond  7,188.00 

Sub-Total:    Long-Term  Interest  "$  30,272.00 
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Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (5.61  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5-61 $  3,000.00 
Water  Bonds  -  5-49 10,000.00 
Water  Bonds  -  8-66 15,000.00 
School  Bonds  -  8-51 10,000.00 
School  Bonds  -  9-54 5,000.00 
School  Bonds  -  3-62 25,000.00 
School  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8-65 5,000.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8-66 3,000.00 T  ih>~ra"rv  Rpmnrlpl  ina  Rnndc;  -  8-66 jjiuidi  y    x\.wiuvjv*i.w x -Lilt/   uuiiuo         o    vj \j 3  000  00 

School  Addition  Bonds  -  12-68 30,000.00 
Fire  Station  -  12-69 15,000.00 

Sub -Total :  Principal $  124,000.00 

Total  Article  4  Budget $2,225,313.93 

Fifth    To  see    if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees . 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  from  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Library  by  the  Library  Trustees,  from  School  Trust  Funds  for 
the  use  of  the  School  Department,  from  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Park  Department,  and  from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of 
the  Cemetery  Department. 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  overlay  surplus  reserve  the  sum  of  $10,000.00  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1970. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 29 



The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  768,  Acts  of  1969,  a  total 
sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Forty-One  and  63/100  ($3,741.63) 
Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said 
sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  768,  Acts 
of  1969,  a  sum  of  $3,741.63,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account, 
and  appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes,  as  al- 

ready approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided 
in  said  Acts. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1969,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if 
any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
grant  of  $837.75  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library,  made  in  1969, 
said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees, 
for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  ap- 
propriated for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to  re- 

imburse the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $600.00  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library 
Department,  to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be 
rendered  to  the  School  Department. 

Thirteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Fourteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing  and  originally  equipping  two  tennis  courts  as  an 
addition  to  the  Steward  School  facilities  in  accordance  with  a  re- 

vision of  the  site  plan  submitted  to  the  School  Building  Assistance 
Commission  dated  June  10,  1968,  and  to  determine  whether  such  ap- 

propriation should  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken.  As  the  voice 

vote  was  not  certain,  the  Moderator  called  for  a  standing  vote,  re- 
sulting in  a  count  of  "Yes"  151,  "No"  132. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommendation  carried  and  the  article  was  not 
voted. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  to  purchase  the  material  necessary  to  install 

approximately  700  feet  of  12"  water  main  along  Hill  Street,  between 
Cross  Street  and  Garden  Street  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  purchase  the  material  necessary  to 

install  approximately  700  feet  of  12"  water  main  along  Hill  Street, 
between  Cross  Street  and  Garden  Street,  and  to  raise,  assess,  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,800.00  for  such  purposes. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  building,  which  will  include  toilet  facilities  in  the  Pine  Grove 
Cemetery,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $8,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building  in  the 
Pine  Grove  Cemetery.    As  the  voice  vote  was  uncertain,  the  Moderator 

called  for  a  standing  vote,  resulting  in  "Yes"  111,  "No"  156. 

The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  did  not  carry  and  the  article 
was  defeated. 

Seventeenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 

Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  ac- 

cordance with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 

and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  provide  payment  for  services  rendered 

or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore, 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  amended. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planting  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conser- 

vation Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $750.00  for  the  purchase  and  planting  of 
shade  trees  and  authorized  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Topsfield  Tree  Planting  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conservation  Commission 
to  purchase  and  plant  same. 

Nineteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief    of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1968  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police 
cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade 
in  the  1968  police  station  wagon,  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station 
wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser,  and  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 

propriate the  sum  of  $3,500.00  for  such  purpose. 

Sidney  Berlin  made  a  motion,  which  was  seconded,  to  amend  the  Finance 

Committee  recommendation  by  replacing  the  words  "station  wagon"  by  the 
words  "stock  sedan",  and  recommended  that  funds  to  purchase  such  a 
vehicle  be  reduced  to  $2,500.00.    Moderator  put  Mr.  Berlin's  amendment 
to  a  voice  vote  and  it  was  defeated.    Thereupon  Moderator  called  for 

a  vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's  original  recommendation  and  the 
article  carried,  as  recommended. 

Twentieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a  soil  survey 
of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  (U.  S.  De- 

partment of  Agriculture)  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,900.00  for  a  soil  survey  of  the  Town  of 
Topsfield  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 

Agriculture.    The  Moderator's  decision  that  the  Finance  Committee's 
recommendation  had  carried  on  a  voice  vote  was  questioned  by  Sidney 
Berlin  and  six  other  voters.    The  Moderator  called  for  a  standing 

vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation,  resulting  in  "Yes" 
153,"  "No"  131. 

The  article  carried,  as  recommended. 

Twenty -First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  special  unpaid 
committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee 
to  consist  of  three  members,  including  one  member  of  the  School  Com- 

mittee, to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator;  and  to  raise,  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $100.00  for 
the  expense  of  said  committee  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  14  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  create  a 
special  unpaid  committee  to  be  known  as  Regional  School  District 
Planning  Committee,    to  consist  of  three  members,  including  one 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator; 
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and  to  transfer  from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $100.00  for  the  ex- 
pense of  said  committee,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 

14  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty- Second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men,  with  the  advice  of  the  Local  Coordinator  of  Civil  Defense,  to 
purchase  an  electrical  generator  for  the  Town  Hall;  and  to  raise, 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  such  purpose  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Local  Coordinator  of  Civil  Defense, 
to  purchase  an  electrical  generator  for  the  Town  Hall;  and  to  raise, 
assess  and  appropriate  $4,500.00  for  this  purpose. 

Twenty -Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 

($1,000.00)  Dollars,  together  with  the  Towns  of  Boxford  and  Wenham, 
for  planning  and  organizational  expenses  relative  to  the  formation  of 
a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  District;  said  funds  to  be  expended  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Board  by 
the  Boxford,  Topsfield,  Wenham  Health  District  until  formation  of  the 
district  is  accomplished  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
40,  Section  44B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  ($1,000.00)  Dollars,  together 
with  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  or  Wenham,  or  both  of  them,  for  planning 
and  organizational  expenses  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  Regional 
Refuse  Disposal  District;  said  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  juris- 

diction of  the  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Board  by  the  Boxford, 
Topsfield,  Wenham  Health  District,  until  formation  of  the  District 
is  accomplished,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  40, 
Section  44B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty- Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that 
portion  of  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  "Parcel  7 OA"  on  a  plan 
entitled  "Section  'C  Forest  Park,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts",  said 
plan  being  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds, 
Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21,  of 
the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  there- 

to.    (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  discontinue 

that  portion  of  Mansion  Drive,  which  is  shown  as  "Parcel  70A"  on  a 
plan  entitled  "Section  'CT  Forest  Park,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts", 
said  plan  being  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section 
21  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty -Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  convey  "Parcel  70A",  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Section  'C 
Forest  Park,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts",  said  plan  being  recorded  in 

I  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds,  Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  to 
Richard  A.  Redman  and  Anita  J.  Redman  of  22  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield, 
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Massachusetts,  for  not  less  than  $1.00,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto.     (Said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Moderator  noted  that  for  this  article  to  carry,  a  two- thirds 
vote  will  be  necessary.    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the 

Town  voted  unanimously  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  convey  "Parcel 
70A",  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Section  fC  Forest  Park,  Topsfield, 
Massachusetts",  said  plan  being  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  to  Richard  A.  Redman  and 
Anita  J.  Redman,  of  22  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  for 
not  less  than  $1.00. 

Twenty -Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  purchase  a  new 
truck  equipped  to  fight  forest  fires;  and  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 

fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  pur- 
pose or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken.    Robert  Wood 

submitted  an  amendment  to  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
as  follows:    Moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  purchase  a 
new  truck,  equipped  to  fight  forest  fires  and  to  raise,  assess,  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $15,500.00 
for  that  purpose.    The  Moderator  was  uncertain  of  the  voice  vote  on 

Mr.  Wood's  amendment  and  called  for  a  standing  vote  on  such  amendment, 
resulting  in  a  vote  of  "Yes"  82,  "No"  156.    The  amendment  failed. 
The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  then  put  to  vote  and 
carried,  resulting  in  no  action  under  the  article. 

Twenty - Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate,  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Twenty -Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  votes  of 
the  Town  taken  at  the  November  3,  1969  Special  Town  Meeting,  under 
Article  Second,  Article  Third,  and  Article  Fourth,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  rescind  the 
votes  of  the  Town  taken  at  the  November  3,  1969  Special  Town  Meeting, 
under  Article  Second,  Article  Third,  and  Article  Fourth. 

Twenty -Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XV  -  No  person  may  loiter  or  remain  upon  any  public 
place  or  upon  a  place  to  which  the  public  has  access  so  as 
to  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  normal  use  of  such  premises 
by  others,  or  make  such  place  hazardous  or  unsafe.    Any  person 
so  loitering  or  remaining  at  such  place,  shall,  when  ordered  by 
a  police  officer,  immediately  and  peacefully  depart  and  stay 
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away  therefrom  and  failure  to  comply  with  such  order  shall  sub- 
ject such  persons  to  a  $25.00  fine  for  each  offense. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  adopt  the 

following  by-law: 

Article  XV  -  No  person  may  loiter  or  remain  upon  any  public 
place  or  upon  a  place  to  which  the  public  has  access  so  as  to 
interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  normal  use  of  such  premises  by 
others,  or  make  such  place  hazardous  or  unsafe.    Any  person  so 
loitering  or  remaining  at  such  place,  shall,  when  ordered  by  a 
police  officer,  immediately  and  peacefully  depart  and  stay  away 
therefrom  and  failure  to  comply  with  such  order  shall  subject 
such  persons  to  a  $25.00  fine  for  each  offense. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVI  -  No  person  shall  trespass  on  the  property  of  an- 
other and  commit  any  wanton  or  malicious  act,  or  trespass  upon 

the  property  of  another  and  spy  upon  another  person  upon  such 
property.    Each  offense  shall  be  punishable  by  a  fine  of  $25.00. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  adopt  the 
following  by-law: 

Article  XVI  -  No  person  shall  trespass  on  the  property  of  an- 
other and  commit  any  wanton  or  malicious  act,  or  trespass  upon 

the  property  of  another  and  spy  upon  another  person  upon  such 
property.    Each  offense  shall  be  punishable  by  a  fine  of  $25.00. 

Thirty- First  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  -  No  person  who  owns  or  keeps  a  dog  within  the 
town  shall  permit  such  dog  to  be  off  the  premises  of  such 
owner  or  keeper  unless  upon  the  premises  of  another  with  per- 

mission of  the  other  owner;  or  unless  such  dog  is  within  the 
voice  command  of  such  owner  or  keeper  or  some  person  having 
custody  of  such  dog.    The  penalty  for  violation  of  this  by-law 
shall  be  a  fine  of  $10.00  for  each  offense  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  140,  Section  173,  except 
as  provided  by  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  140, 
Section  173A. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  reject  the 

by-law  proposed  in  the  article. 

Before  the  meeting  adjourned,  Mr.  Jordan  Patkin  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  to  the  Committee:    Moved:    That  it  is  the  sense  of 

this  Town  Meeting  to  request  the  Selectmen's  Liaison  Committee  and 
the  Division  of  Youth  Services,  to  assist  Topsfield  in  asking  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  to  rescind  that  portion  of  their  1969 
Action  8070-55,  which  called  for  the  transfer  of  the  Institute  of 
Juvenile  Guidance  (which  is  the  hard-core  unit  at  Bridgewater)  to 
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Topsfield,  and  in  its  place,  approve  limiting  the  use  of  their  20 
acres  property  at  Maryknoll  to  a  personnel  training  center  and  a 
rehabilitation  unit  for  no  more  than  50  youngsters.    This  motion  was 
duly  seconded. 

The  Moderator  put  this  article  to  a  vote  and  it  carried. 

The  Moderator  then  stated  the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  would  recon- 
vene at  the  Firehouse  Tuesday  morning,  March  3,  1970  at  7:00  a.m., 

under  the  direction  of  the  Town  Clerk,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Town  officials  for  the  ensuing  year  and  to  vote  on  the  question: 
"Shall  the  local  Mass.  Transporation  Service  in  this  town  be  discon- 

tinued?" in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  563  of  the  Acts of  1964. 

At  7:00  o'clock  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  3,  1970,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7:00  p.m.,  when  they  were  declared  closed  by  the  Town 
Clerk. 

The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 

Clarence  Knee land 
Philip  Kendall 
Marion  Cyr 
Marion  G.  Kimball 
Pauline  Hyde 

Elinore  Ansteensen 
Helen  Thompson 
Shirley  Klock 
Jean  Kitching 

Margaret  Sullivan 

Judith  V.  Burnham 
Dorothy  M.  Roberts Dorothy  Day 

Charles  E.  Linehan,  Jr, 

The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  1,260. 
This  agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box 
and  the  whole  number  was  1,260.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted 
and  declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows : 

Moderator  (one  year) 
John  Kimball,  Jr.  1,121* 

Selectman  (three  years) 
Sidney  S.  Berlin  172 
Douglas  F.  Raymond  393 
John  A.  Sanger  685* 

Assessor  (three  years) 

Antonio  D'Agostino  1,129* 
School  Committee  (three  years) 

Donald  H.  Cox  1,054* 
Tree  Warden  (one  year) 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland  1,143** 
Road  Commissioner  (one  year) 

William  T.  Gamble  1,095* 
Park  Commissioner  (three  years) 

Douglas  W.  Rankin  1,098* 

"SHALL  THE  LOCAL  MASS  TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICE  IN  THIS  TOWN  BE  DISCONTINUED?" 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  563  of  the  Acts  of  1964.         Yes  887 
*Elected 

A  True  Copy  Attest 
FRANCIS  N 
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Water  Commissioner  (3  yrs) 

Walter  K.  Anderson  1,094* 
Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds 

(3  yrs) 
Raymond  S.  Roberts  1,112* 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library 

(3  yrs) 
Barbara  K.  Booth  1,046* 
Lynn  V.  Stevens  829* Constable  (one  year) 

Theodore  J.  Williams  1,114* 
Commissioner  of  Cemetery (3  yr 

David  P.  Smallidge  1,097* 
Regional  District  School  Com. 

(3  yrs) John  X.  Healey,  Jr.  513 
Carleton  E.  Porter  719* 

Planning  Board  (five  years) 

Robert  H.  Klar  1,069* 

No  230 

CARTER,  Town  Clerk 



SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

November  30,  1970 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8  P.M.  The 
Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required 
by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance 
Committee  constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Article  First    Mr.  Steward  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  read  a 
lengthy  report  from  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  John  Keohane  read  a  report  of  the  Environmental  Advisory 
Committee . 

Article  Second    Before  reading  this  article,  the  Moderator  cor- 
rected  a  typographical  error  in  the  description  of  the  bounds 
of  the  parcel  of  land,  to  wit:    by  deleting,  after  the  sixth 

"thence"  the  following  line,  "N.6  degrees,  33'  50"  W.  and 
following  the  layout  of  the  old  railroad  right  of  way." 

Recommended  that  the  town  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  ninety 
thousand  dollars  ($90,000.00)  to  purchase  the  land  bounded  and 
described  in  Article  II,  and  authorize  the  use  of  sixty  acres  for 
purposes  of  the  Board  of  Health;  the  remaining  73.5  acres  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Conservation  Commission  as  provided  for 
in  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8C  and  that  to  meet  this 
appropriation  the  sum  of  $2,700.00  be  transferred  from  surplus 
revenue  and  the  treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen, 
be  authorized  to  borrow  the  amount  of  $87,300.00  under  the  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  7  as  amended. 

Following  discussion  it  was  moved  and  seconded  from  the  floor  that 
the  meeting  advance  consideration  of  Article  IV  before  taking  ac- 

tion on  Article  II.    The  Moderator  put  this  motion  to  a  voice  vote, 
which  was  indecisive;  whereupon  the  Moderator  requested  a  standing 

vote,  resulting  in  "yes"  38  and  "no"  101.    The  substitute  motion failed. 

The  Moderator  then  called  for  a  standing  vote  on  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee's original  recommendation.    Before  voting,  the  Moderator 

announced  that  a  two -thirds  vote  would  be  required  to  carry.  The 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation  carried  by  a  vote  of  "yes"  151, "no"  5. 
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Article  Third    The  Moderator  declared  that  a  two- thirds  vote  would 
be  required  to  carry  this  article. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously 
to  borrow  and/or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  certain  land  in  Boxford,  Essex 
County,  Massachusetts,  and  authorize  such  purchase  for  purposes  of 
the  Board  of  Health  or  the  Conservation  Commission;  said  land  is 
located  off  Haverhill  Street  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  former 
Boston  §  Maine  Railroad  property  and  the  southerly  side 
of  an  old  woods  road  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Northrup 
Allen  the  line  runs  Northeasterly  about  310  feet  by  land 
of  said  Allen  to  a  stonewall  by  land  of  Rudolph  C.  Dick. 

thence  -  Southerly  and  southeasterly  along  the  stonewall  about 
485  feet  by  land  of  said  Dick  to  the  Topsfield-Boxford 
town  line; 

thence  -  Southerly  by  the  town  line  about  1350  feet  to  a  point 
on  the  side  line  of  the  old  Railroad  property; 

thence  -  Northwesterly  about  1563  feet  along  said  railroad 
property  (now  of  the  New  England  Power  Company)  to  the 
point  of  the  beginning, 

containing  about  7  acres  of  upland  and  lowland;  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fourth    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Health  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Town  of  Wenham  on  such  terms  as  the  Board  of  Health  may 
deem  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Towns  of  Topsfield  and  Wenham; 

permitting  the  Town  of  Wenham  to  utilize  a  sanitary  land- fill 
site  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  a  consideration,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  4A,  said 
consideration  to  be  not  less  than  $20,000.00  per  year  for  an  initial 
period  not  to  exceed  three  years.    This  article  carried  by  a  stand- 

ing vote,  "yes"  84,  "no"  68. 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at 
9:40  P.M.    This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 

A  True  Copy 

Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1971 

Mary  B .  Anderson Homemake  r 1969 
T.  Arthur  Anderson Iron  Worker 1969 
Elizabeth  P.  Butcher Homemaker 1969 
R1 anrhp  A  Williams Hompmakpr 1969 
Judith  S.  Miller Homemake  r 1969 
Virginia  B .  Wyman Homemaker 1969 
Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson Homemaker 1969 
Mark  F  Ouicrlpv 1  1LX  X  -1  v      X    •       w  LA  X.       J.  V  Y Sales  Manager 1969 
Nancy  E.  Begin Homemaker 1970 
Helen  M.  Brown Homemaker 1970 

Earle  D.  Coffin Retired 1970 

Phyllis  R.  Coe Homemaker 1970 

Ruth  W.  Clever sey Homemaker 1970 

Roger  J.  Edwards Retired 1970 

Anthony  Gangi Merchant 1970 
Robprt  F  Hartford 1  \U  LJ\-s  X    L-      Xj  •       A  1CX  X    V  X-  W  X  VX Tnvpst  Analvst 1970 

Mary  M.  Howlett Homemaker 1970 

Beatrice  H.  Keddy Homemaker 1970 

Primo  A.  Lombardi Investigator 1970 
Rosalie  A.  Mann Homemaker 1970 
Ann  Marshall Homemaker 1970 
Florence  A.  Morrison Homemaker 1970 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss Retired 1970 

Mary  E.  Re  id Homemaker 1970 

Hayden  R.  Shepley Architect 1970 

Phyllis  M  Shields HoTripmakpr 1970 
Arthur  R-    Worth pn  Jr Rpal  Fstatp 1970 
Frances  W.  Nulk Homemaker 1970 

Ronald  J .  Cheatham Supervisor 
1971 

Edmund  J.  Walsh Manager 1971 
Harold  C.  Lindstrom Analyst 1971 
Lois  A.  McGinnis Homemaker 1971 
Anna  M.  Johnson Homemaker 1971 
Mi  chap!  T)    FT  ptchpr 1  l-i-  Vl  iU  v  X-      X-/  •        X   JL        U         IV  X Self-employed 1971 

Patricia  R.  Burley Homemaker 1971 
Howard  D  Wond uvwuiu    xy  •      » » v  wx Fdi  icator LjUUV  cx  c  w  X 1971 

George  W.  Day Gardener 1971 
Fun i  rp  G    Camribpl  1 H  omemake  r 1971 

Irma  M.  Lampert Homemaker 1971 
Margaret  J.  Regii Homemaker 1971 

Ruth  B .  Humphreys Homemaker 1971 
Harriot  P  Muttpr HoiriPTTia  kpr 1971 
Loretta  A.  Barr Homemaker 1971 
Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee Banker 1971 

Ruth  T.  Rat to Homemaker 1971 

Nancy  E.  Horsey Homemaker 1971 
Ann  Wilcox Homemaker 1971 
Alice  B.  Warren Retired 1971 
Alice  K.  Cass Homemaker 1971 

Philip  E.  Hagar,  Jr. Mink  Farmer 1971 

Alice  E.  Blauser Homemaker 1971 

William  H.  Dawe,  Jr. Manager 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

1970 

The  pressures  of  change  and  transition  are  ever  increasing  with  their 
affect  on  the  Town,  its  citizens,  both  young  and  old.    These  pressures 
are  felt,  not  only  within  our  own  Town  affairs,  but  also  with  our 
relations  to  the  State  and  Federal  governments.    The  economic  condi- 

tions, the  social  turmoil  and  the  unrest  of  our  young  will  continue  to 
force  many  changes  for  all  of  us  here  in  Topsfield. 

In  order  to  attempt  to  keep  abreast  of  these  times,  and  to  plan  with 
some  degree  of  thought fulness  and  logic,  the  Selectmen  have  increased 
their  schedule  by  a  factor  of  four  times.  We  meet  twice  weekly,  rather 
than  twice  a  month.    We  are  available  at  any  time  or  at  any  occasion, 
over  and  beyond  this  established  current  schedule. 

As  Selectmen,  we  foresee  the  following  needs  for  the  coming  year: 

1.  The  need  to  accept,  plan  and  control  the  pressures  of  growth 
within  the  Town,  with  due  regard  for  the  social,  ecological  and  finan- 

cial problems,  so  intertwined  with  every  aspect  of  such  growth. 

2.  The  need  to  furnish  to  the  Town  reasonable  and  adequate  pro- 
tection for  person  and  property,  in  the  face  of  major  increases  in 

crime,  drugs  and  social  turmoil. 

3.  The  need  to  increase  and  amplify  the  communications  and 
mutual  efforts  between  departments  of  the  Town.    Frequent  joint  meet- 

ings between  department  heads,  advisory  committees  and  the  Selectmen 
are  mandatory. 

As  the  Town's  Board  of  Health,  we  wish  to  report  on  the  following: 

1.  We  must  complete  the  successful  start  of  the  two-town  sani- 
tary landfill,  its  efficient  operation  and  preparation  for  conserva- 

tion, and  future  Town  use  for  possible  school,  recreation,  or  other 
long  term  usage. 

2.  We  must  begin  the  careful  and  sound  study  of  future  sewerage 
requirements,  as  the  ecological  pressures  and  concentrated  housing 
plans  increase.    We  must  find  the  way  for  fair  and  practical  solutions 
to  a  growing  problem. 

In  conclusion,  we,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  wish  to  express  our  grati- 
tude and  appreciation  of  the  excellent  performance  of  the  other  Town 

departments,  the  advisory  committees,  and  other  supporting  groups. 
Our  special  appreciation  must  go  to  the  Town's  Finance  Committee, 
whose  long  and  tedious  hours  of  analysis,  discussions  and  negotiation 
present  to  our  Town  a  sound  and  realistic  budget. 

JOHN  A.  SANGER,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March,  1970,  the  Town  voted  $1,000  for 
the  use  of  a  regional  refuse  disposal  study  committee  to  find  out 
whether  or  not  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  Tops field  and  Wenham  could  econ- 

omically go  into  and  operate  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  District  for 
the  disposal  of  all  trash  in  the  three  towns. 

During  the  summer  the  study  committee  was  fortunate  to  secure  an  op- 
tion on  a  piece  of  property  known  as  the  Videtta  Corp.  or  the  old 

Boston  Sand  and  Gravel  area  off  Haverhill  Street. 

Parts  of  this  area  lends  itself  almost  ideally  to  a  sanitary  landfill 
and  would  last  the  Towns  for  at  least  twenty-five  years  or  more. 
There  is  also  plenty  of  gravel  for  covering  the  area 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  it  came  to  our  attention  there  might 
be  state  and/or  federal  funds  available  from  the  Department  of  Natural 
Land  Resources  for  acquiring  land  for  conservation,  recreation,  etc. 
There  were  certain  requirements  that  preempted  any  application  for 
these  funds,  however.    One  was  the  Town  had  to  own  the  land,  two,  the 
area  for  the  landfill  had  to  be  designated.     In  other  words,  we  would 
have  to  set  aside  a  designated  area  for  the  landfill  which  the  state, 
in  all  probability,  would  not  be  interested  in  helping  us  purchase. 
We  then  set  aside  60  acres  of  the  approximately  140  acres  to  be  used 
as  a  landfill  for  the  three  Towns.    This  left  approximately  73  acres 
that  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  possibly  would  be  interested 
in  assisting  us  to  purchase.    About  40  of  this  is  under  water  or  at 
the  40 -foot  level  or  below  which  is  in  our  flood  plain  zoning.    It  is 
possible  that  we  may  be  able  to  get  as  high  as  50%  reimbursement  for 
an  appraised  value  of  the  70  acres. 

After  much  study  and  many  meetings,  Boxford  decided  they  did  not  want 
trash  pick  up  and  decided  that  they  would  rather  operate  a  landfill 
within  their  own  Town. 

This  left  Topsfield  and  Wenham  still  interested  in  working  together 
for  some  cost  savings  in  rubbish  disposal.     In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Town  of  Topsfield  had  to  own  the  land  it  seemed  reasonable  not  to 
consider  the  regional  district,  but  if  cost  savings  could  be  made  by 
asking  Wenham  to  join  us  we  should  do  so. 

The  Finance  Committee  will  go  into  detail,  but  briefly  we  can  save 
per  year  if  Wenham  is  allowed  to  deposit  refuse,  $2,100  on  the  pick 
up  contract,  $1,300  on  the  bulldozing  and  operation  contract,  plus  a 
charge  to  Wenham  of  $9,600  per  year  to  help  us  amortize  the  60  acres 
designated  for  the  landfill,  for  a  total  of  actual  cash  savings  to 
the  Town  of  Topsfield  of  $13,000  with  Wenham  using  the  area. 

There  are  about  10  acres  of  the  143  acres  in  Boxford  which  is  covered 
under  Article  3  of  the  Warrant.    Done  this  way  it  will  alleviate  any 
legal  complications  that  may  arise  from  the  Town  owning  or  purchasing 
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land  in  another  Town.    At  a  later  date  we  could  sell  the  Boxford  land 
to  Boxford  for  conservation  or  some  other  purpose  for  a  per  acre 
price  equal  to  what  we  are  paying  per  acre  for  the  total  property. 

For  the  future  we  understand  that  Danvers  is  going  to  be  installing  an 
incinerator  soon  of  a  new  design  and  would  be  interested  in  taking 
refuse  from  other  Towns  in  the  area  when  the  unit  is  shaken  down  and 

all  the  bugs  are  out.    This  will  probably  be  in  a  few  years'  time. 

Meanwhile  we  have  a  sanitary  landfill  operation  good  for  at  least 
twenty  years,  which,  when  abandoned  because  of  more  efficient  means 
of  refuse  disposal,  is  a  very  valuable  asset  to  the  Town  in  terms  of 
conservation,  recreation,  open  space,  etc.    There  are  also  two  or 
three  sites  on  the  property  that  could  be  designated  for  future  ele- 

mentary school  sites. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen,  also  acting  as  the  Board  of  Health,  recom- 
mends the  passage  of  Articles  2,  3  and  4  for  both  the  short-term  and 

long-term  solutions  of  a  problem  that  has  been  bugging  the  Board  of 
Health  for  about  four  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  SANGER,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Established  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A,  Chapter  111  of  the 
General  Laws,  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  members  of 
said  district,  completed  its  third  year  of  operation.    The  health 
district  was  bereaved  in  the  passing  of  Mr.  Harry  L.  Cole,  a  charter 
member  of  this  organization. 

Last  year  it  was  reported  that  solid  waste  disposal  was  the  major 
health  concern  for  each  of  the  towns.    Subsequently,  the  State  De- 

partment of  Public  Health  adopted  Regulations  for  the  Control  of  Air 

Pollution.    Part  of  these  regulations  prohibit  "open  burning",  there- 
by making  "burning  dumps"  passe.    Although  the  BTW  Regional  Refuse 

Disposal  Board  was  disbanded,  the  towns  of  Topsfield  and  Wenham  amic- 
ably resolved  their  problem  and  Boxford  is  operating  a  sanitary  land- 
fill independently.    It  is  anticipated  that  both  operations  will  meet 

the  "Proposed  Regulations  for  the  Disposal  of  Solid  Wastes  by  Sani- 
tary Landfill"  which  are  to  be  adopted  early  this  year. 

There  is  one  thing  that  the  environmental  crisis  is  showing  us  more 
clearly  than  before:    In  the  longrun,  public  and  private  interests 
are  ultimately  identical.    The  decisions  that  governments  at  all 
levels  are  going  to  have  to  make  in  the  next  few  years  are  not  going 
to  be  easy  ones. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI ,  R.S. 
Director 

To:    Topsfield  Board  of  Health 

RE:    Percolation  Tests  1970 

1.  60  percolation  tests  were  performed. 

2.  5  re- tests  were  performed. 

3.  10  lots  found  unsatisfactory  for  construction  on  the  basis  of 
tests  performed: 

Lot  #A  (Crevatis)  Howlett  Street 
Lot  #9  Towne  Hill  Road 
Lot  #11  Towne  Hill  Road 
Lot  #13  Towne  Hill  Road 
Lot  #81  Carriage  Way 
Lot  #A  (DiBenedetto)  High  Street 
Lot  #88  High  Street 
Lot  #30  Parsonage  Lane  Ext. 
Lot  #31  Parsonage  Lane  Ext. 
Lot  #35  Parsonage  Lane  Ext. 

4.  32  new  construction  permits  issued  for  the  year. 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI 
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BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

January  1,  1970  Through  December  31,  1970 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE,  January  1,  1970 

RECEIPTS: 

Member  Town  Assessments: 
Boxford  (401) 
Topsfield  (40%) 
Wenham  (20%) 

Interest  Earned  on  Deposits 
BTW  Solid  Waste  District  - 

Planning  Aid: 
Boxford 
Topsfield 
Wenham 

$4880.00 4880.00 
2440.00  $12200.00 

344.78 

1000.00 
1000.00 
1000.00 

564.48 

3000.00  -15544.78 
16109.26 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Salaries 
Travel 
Telephone 
Office  Expense 
Laboratory  Analysis 
Insurance  and  Treasurer's  Bond 
County  Retirement 
BTW  Solid  Waste  District  -  Planning: 

Land  Appraisal 
Legal  Counsel 
Telephone  Expense 
Boxford  -  Balance  Returned 
Topsfield  -  Balance  Returned 
Wenham  -  Balance  Returned 

850.00 
260.00 
11.15 

626.28 
626.28 
626.29 

10600.00 
1200.00 
124.05 
65.89 
39.49 

144.00 
224.06 

3000.00  15397.49 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE  DECEMBER  31,  1970 
$711.77 
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THE  ESSEX  COUNTY,  REVERE,  WINTHROP  AND  NORTH  READING 
MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

REPORT  FOR  1970 

The  Mosquito  Control  Project  has  now  been  serving  the  district 
for  five  and  one  half  years  since  its  organization  in  July  of  1965. 
During  this  period  the  Project  has  experienced  a  slow  but  steady 
growth.    The  number  of  member  communities  has  risen  from  nineteen 
to  twenty- three.    The  Project  staff  has  increased  from  two  persons 
in  1965  to  thirteen  permanent  full  time  employees  and  the  equipment 
operated  by  them  now  includes  ten  trucks  and  three  tractors.  The 
annual  project  budget  for  Fiscal  1970  was  $163,600.00  as  compared 
to  $74,000.00  in  1966. 

The  slow  but  steady  physical  growth  represents  a  proportionate 
increase  in  service  to  the  residents  of  the  district  who,  according 
to  the  latest  census,  now  number  approximately  400,000. 

During  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March  a  total  of 
550  acres  of  fresh  water  mosquito  breeding  sites  were  treated  by 
the  application  of  Methoxychlor  in  dust  form  to  the  surface  of  the 
ice.    This  work  was  accomplished  in  woodland  areas  where  temporary 
land-locked  pools  are  created  by  fall  and  winter  rains  and  melting 
of  snow  cover.     In  April  and  May  a  total  of  375  acres  of  mosquito 
breeding  plots  were  treated  by  the  application  of  a  mosquito  larv- 
icide  known  as  Abate  to  waters  actually  found  breeding  mosquitoes. 

The  summer  spray  or  adulticiding  program  began  June  1st  and 
continued  through  September  3rd.    During  this  thirteen  week  period 
a  schedule  was  maintained  whereby  one  of  the  Project  spraying  or 
fogging  machines  was  in  operation  at  least  one  full  day  per  week  in 
each  of  the  twenty- three  communities  in  the  district. 

On  August  3rd,  Chapter  679  of  the  Acts  of  1970,  an  Act  relative 
to  the  basis  for  the  annual  assessment  for  the  Essex  County,  City  of 

Revere  and  Towns  of  Winthrop  and  North  Reading  Mosquito  Control  Pro- 
ject was  passed  by  the  Legislature  to  become  effective  July  1,  1970. 

This  legislation  increased  the  annual  assessments  to  the  cities  and 
towns  and  accordingly  the  Project  budget  from  $107,032.00  to 
$163,600.00  retroactively.    This  increase  of  approximately  53%  has 
been  utilized  to  improve  the  salary  and  wage  structure  for  the  Pro- 

ject staff,  to  increase  the  number  of  permanent  field  men,  to  hire 
a  full  time  field  foreman,  to  replace  three  of  the  older  trucks,  and 
to  purchase  one  new  tractor  and  backhoe. 
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On  July  1st  the  Project  moved  from  Gloucester  to  permanent 
headquarters  in  Rowley  closer  to  the  geographical  center  of  the 
district  with  easy  access  to  routes  1,  1A,  133  and  95.    The  new 
site  affords  excellent  garaging,  parking,  and  storage  facilities 
for  all  Project  vehicles  and  equipment.    Expansion  of  the  office 
area  is  now  in  progress. 

The  Project  realizes  that  the  most  effective  and  over  the  years 
the  least  expensive  method  of  mosquito  control  is  the  elimination 
of  the  breeding  sources  through  drainage  and  water  management. 
Therefore,  as  more  monies  become  available  they  will  be  used  to  ex- 

pand this  phase  of  the  year  round  program.    The  summer  spray  program 
will  continue  as  an. emergency  stop- gap  measure  of  mosquito  abatement 
as  it  has  been  conducted  during  the  past  several  years.    Our  long 
range  objective  is  a  reduction  in  the  use  of  pesticides  for  control 
of  adult  mosquitoes  as  the  permanent  measures  coupled  with  the  pre- 
hatch  program  and  larviciding  activities  reduce  the  need.    The  Pro- 

ject will  expand  its  drainage  program  both  on  the  salt  marshes  and 
in  the  fresh  water  wetland  areas  during  1971  and  for  this  purpose 
has  requisitioned  another  specially  designed  crawler  tractor  with 
backhoe . 

The  mosquito  recognizes  no  political  boundaries,  and  for  this 
reason  the  reluctance  of  fourteen  Essex  County  communities  to  join 
the  regional  district  continues  as  a  matter  of  great  concern.  The 
sooner  that  all  thirty- four  towns  and  cities  in  the  County  cooperate 
to  combat  the  mosquito  nuisance,  the  sooner  the  fruition  of  our 
efforts  to  bring  to  the  area  an  effective  program  of  mosquito  control. 

We  of  the  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  wish  to  thank 
the  residents  of  the  district  for  the  cooperation  and  understanding 

they  continue  to  display  and  without  which  we  would  be  hard-pressed 
to  provide  a  sensible  approach  toward  the  realization  of  our  objec- 

tive, a  permanent  reduction  of  the  mosquito  population. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  W.  SPENCER 

Superintendent 
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A  Report  of  the  Work  Accomplished  by  the  Essex  County,  Revere, 

Winthrop  and  North  Reading  Mosquito  Control  Project  in  the  Town  of 

Topsfield  during  1970. 

Winter  Prehatch  or  Ice  Dusting  for  Larval  Control  18  Acres 

Spring  Larviciding  with  ABATE  12  Acres 

Days  during  the  summer  when  Project  Equipment  Sprayed  to  control 

Adult  Mosquitoes : 

June  1,  5,  8,  15,  22,  29 

July  3,  13,  20,  27 

August  3,  10,  17,  24,  28,  31 

During  October  and  November  the  Project  reclaimed  one  of  the 

major  brooks  in  Topsfield.    Beginning  at  the  Topsf ield-Boxford  Town 
Line  and  continuing  for  a  distance  of  approximately  12,700  feet  the 
brush  and  undergrowth  was  removed  from  both  banks  of  Pye  Brook  and 
the  stream  bed  itself  was  cleared  of  all  accumulated  debris.  Man 
hours  of  labor  expended  on  this  undertaking  totalled  900  and  the 
entire  job  was  accomplished  manually.    The  objective  was  the  elimina- 

tion of  many  acres  of  mosquito  breeding  plots  by  bringing  the  brook 
back  within  its  natural  bounds. 
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TOPSFIELD  EMERGENCY  CENTER  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectment  and  Citizens  o£  Topsfield: 

I  submit  the  fourth  report  of  the  Emergency  Center  located  in  Town 
Hall. 

Personnel  of  Emergency  Center: 

Chief  Operator  Lila  M.  Wildes 

Emergency  Operators: 

Winifred  Brackley  Alyce  Johnson 
Norma  Carter  John  Hieber 
Marion  Mitchell  Nellie  Peabody 
Priscilla  Gamble  Eloise  DiFrancesco 

For  the  period  January  1,  1970  through  and  including  December  31,  1970, 
the  total  telephone  and  radio  calls  were  52,140.    Of  these,  Radio 
calls  were  21,728  and  Telephone  calls  were  30,412. 

Telephone  Radio 

Police  Department  4,930  19,314 
Fire  and  others  25,482  2,414 

There  were  58  calls  for  fires  and  1331  calls  for  permits.    Two  new 
monitors  were  installed  in  place  of  two  large  ones  we  had. 

We  now  have  ten  burglar  alarms  installed  in  the  Center,  besides  three 
that  come  in  on  the  switchboard  on  the  emergency  line. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LILA  M.  WILDES 
Chief  Operator 
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REPORT  OF  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DISTRICT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  of  1970. 

ORGANIZATION:    North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District 
Director:    James  N.  Chooljian 
Office  Secretary:    Mrs.  Dorothy  Wilkins 

MASS.  VETERANS'  BENEFIT  SECTION: 

Veterans  and  their  dependents  assisted  through  the  Veterans'  benefits 
program  received  such  assistance  as  prescribed  by  Chapter  115  of  the 
General  Laws  (as  amended) .    The  town  appropriates  each  year  the  amount 
necessary  to  support  this  program. 

I  desire  to  call  to  your  attention  this  year  of  the  probable  increase 
of  aid  to  the  indigent  veteran- homeowner -taxpayer,  who,  because  of  the 
area  unemployment  situation,  will  seek  temporary  assistance  through 
this  office  to  sustain  his  needs  while  seeking  re- employment .    I  am 
hopeful  that  the  Government  will  recognize  the  seriousness  of  the 
present  situation  and  our  unemployed  veterans  can  find  jobs  before 

their  Unemployment  Compensation  benefits  become  exhausted.  Veterans' 
benefits  supplement  the  Unemployment  Compensation. 

VETERANS'  ADMINISTRATION  SERVICE  SECTION: 

This  office  provides  another  important  service  to  the  veteran  and  per- 
haps the  most  enjoyable  type  of  work.    Because  it  is  here  that  the 

veteran  or  his  dependents  come  for  assistance  in  filing  VA  forms  for 
various  benefits  available  to  the  qualified.    We  are  recognized  ac- 

credited representatives  for  veterans  living  in  our  district  for  the 
purposes  of  assisting  them  in  the  presentation  of  their  claims  before 

the  various  boards  and  adjudication  officials  of  the  Veterans'  Admin- istration. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  want  to  thank  your  Board  for  assistance 
given  me  during  the  year  when  called  upon  either  at  your  meetings  or 
by  telephone  and  to  other  elected  officials  of  your  town  when,  during 
investigations    I  must  conduct  on  various  cases,  they  have  gladly 
provided  me  with  information  I  need. 

JAMES  N.  CHOOLJIAN 
Director 
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PERSONNEL  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF 

Clifton  P.  Elliott 

DEPUTY  CHIEFS 

Richard  Crocker 

Howard  Stultz 

CAPTAINS 

Ronald  Giovannacci 

Robert  A.  Wood 

PRIVATES 

Stephen  Carter 
Leslie  Clewes 
Ronald  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 

Antonio  D'Agostino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino 
George  S.  Day 
John  Englehardt,  Jr. 
David  Fuller 
Varon  Fryer,  Jr. 
William  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 
Dale  Green 
Philip  Griffin 
Dean  Harwood 

Richard  Wyman 

James  Hurley. 
Fred  Jones 
David  Jordan 
Wallace  Kneeland 
Alexander  Longo 
Ralph  Moxcey 
Gordon  Newton 
Charles  Osborne,  Jr. 
Roger  Peabody 
William  Simmons 
Robert  Skeffington 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 
Frank  Watson 

Roger  Wildes 
Stephen  Woodbury 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1970. 

We  report  that  the  new  fire  station  has  been  completed  and  is  now 
occupied. 

We  thank  the  officers  and  men  of  our  department  and  the  operators  of 
the  emergency  center  for  their  fine  cooperation  and  good  work  this 
year. 

Our  emergency  number  is  887-2121. 

Give  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 

For  Fire  Chief  call:    Business  887-2345        Home  887-5437 

The  record  for  1970: 

92  alarms 

4  brush  fires 
12  car 
1  clothes  dryer 
1  chimney 
1  electrical 

21  false 

1  gas  spill 

19  grass  ■ 

26  oil  burner  permits 

75  bell  alarms 17  still  alarms 

5  house 
1  incinerator 
1  lawn  mower 
1  rubbish  truck 
1  use  of  boat 
4  woods 
2  out  of  town 

1331  burning  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT,  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER,  Deputy  Chief 
HOWARD  STULTZ,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Roger  G.  Peabody 

SERGEANT 

Harold  G.  Moore 

REGULAR  PATROLMEN 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 

RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

Luigi  J.  Angel ine 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 

H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 

R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

SPECIAL  POLICE 

John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 
Chester  A.  Hood 

James  R.  Swindell 

Philip  L.  Godbout* 
POLICEWOMAN 

Nellie  R.  Peabody 

^Resigned 

52 



REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1970: 

Complaints  and  Investigations    1,377 
Summons   163 
Arrests   132 

Citations  issued  (Warnings  -  166,  Complaints  -  289, 
Arrests  -  45).  500 

Defective  equipment  tags  issued    94 
Accidents   199 
Hospital  Runs   130 
Burglar  Alarms  answered   92 
Assists    251 
Radar  Details  .   36 
House  Checks   817 
House  Breaks  (Stores,  etc.)    44 
Windows  and  doors  found  open   78 
Malicious  Damage  to  Property   50 
Larceny  .............                          .....  84 
Attempted  Larceny    2 
Attempted  B  $  E   2 
Gun  Shot  Wound   1 
Number  Plates  Reported  Lost    6 
Hit  and  Run  Accidents   2 
Dogs  Reported  Hit   11 
Missing  Persons  .  .  .   14 
Missing  Persons  Found    14 
Resuscitator  Cases   5 
Bicycles  Reported  Missing    10 
Bicycles  Recovered   11 
Vehicles  Reported  Stolen   7 
Vehicles  Recovered   12 
Court  Hours   787 
Pistol  Permits  Issued    46 
Firearms  I.D.  Cards  Issued   28 

Cruiser  Mileage  -  781  -  (Old)  (1968)  37,692.2 
Cruiser  Mileage  -  781  -  (New)   (1970)  20,588.3 
Cruiser  Mileage  -  782  -  (1969)  56,999.2 
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OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONSES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

All  motor  vehicle  offenses  (Except  Drunken  Driving)    423 
Arrests  for  other  agencies   2 
Assault  and  battery   1 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon    5 
Attempt  to  commit  a  crime  (Breaking  and  entering)    3 
AWOL   1 
Being  concerned  with  setting  up  a  lottery    1 
Being  present  where  narcotic  drugs  were  found    5 
Breaking  and  entering  in  the  daytime   20 
Breaking  and  entering  in  the  night-time   6 
Breaking  and  entering  with  intent  to  commit  a  misdemeanor  .  .  12 
Conspiracy  to  violate  the  narcotic  drug  laws   3 
Contributing  to  delinquency  of  minors                                ...  1 
Drunk   \  ...  29 
False  Alarm  of  fire   4 
Growing  Marijuana   1 
Indecent  assault  on  a  female  child   1 
Larceny     27 
Larceny  of  Motor  vehicle  .  3 
Malicious  destruction  of  property    20 
Minor  in  possession  of  alcoholic  beverages  -  unaccompanied 

by  parent  or  guardian   40 
Non- Support   3 
Operating  a  motor  vehicle  under  the  influence  of 

intoxicating  liquor   16 
Possession  of  burglary  tools  ,   13 
Possession  of  harmful  drugs  without  prescription   1 
Possession  of  narcotic  drug  (Hashish)    1 
Possession  of  narcotic  drug  (Heroin) .......    6 
Possession  of  narcotic  drug  (Marijuana)    4 
Possession  of  narcotic  drug  (Mescaline)    1 
Possession  of  Hypodermic  needle  and  syringe    9 
Possession  of  lottery  tickets  for  sale   1 
Receiving  stolen  property    52 
Runaway   4 
Trespassing    3 
Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority    8 
Violation  Topsfield  By-Laws  (Hunting)    2 
Violation  Topsfield  Soil  Erosion  By-Law 

(Gravel  and  loam  removal)   5_ 

TOTAL  ......  737 

54 



DISPOSITION  OF  LISTED  OFFENSES 

Guilty   372 
Not  Guilty   39 
Nolo   26 
Nol  Pros   10 
Dismissed   8 
Cases  filed   29 
Cases  appealed   23 
Probable  cause  and  bound  over  to  the  Grand  Jury   26 
Disposition  pending   91 
Complaints  denied   11 
Juveniles  released  to  parents  without  further  action  .  .  .  .  61 

TOTAL   696 

The  year  1970  was  a  very  active  one  for  the  Police  Department.  As 
the  Town  grows,  we  will  have  more  activities  each  year. 

With  house  breaks  on  the  increase,  the  officers  have  tried  to  keep  a 
constant  watch  for  suspicious  persons.    Citizens  are  asked  to  report 
any  suspicious  person  or  vehicle  in  the  area.    Jot  down  the  registra- 

tion number  if  possible,  no  matter  how  insignificant  it  may  seem.  A 

call  may  save  a  person's  home  from  a  break.    Don't  try  to  check  it 
out  yourself,  as  many  of  these  house  breakers  are  on  drugs  and  are 
considered  dangerous.    Please  feel  free  to  call  the  EMERGENCY  CENTER 
and  an  officer  will  check. 

The  drug  problem  is  also  on  the  increase,  as  you  are  well  aware. 
This  department  has  tried  to  help  some  of  these  young  people,  but  the 
parents  have  to  cooperate  also.    Any  information  leading  to  the  drug 
pushers  would  be  greatly  appreciated  and  would  be  kept  confidential. 

William  H.  Howard,  Jr.  and  Carl  J.  DiFrancesco  were  appointed  regular 
patrolmen.    We  now  have  five  full  time  officers.    The  new  men  have 
completed  their  six  weeks  of  police  training  at  the  Massachusetts 
State  Police  Academy  in  Framingham. 

Sergeant  Moore  attended  a  four-day  drug  seminar  in  North  Conway,  New 
Hampshire.    Three  officers  are  attending  the  North  Shore  Community 
College  taking  night  courses  on  Law  Enforcement.    All  members  of  the 
department  have  passed  the  First  Aid  Course,  as  required  by  law.  Our 
instructor  was  Kenneth  Burke  from  the  American  Red  Cross.    More  train- 

ing courses  are  going  to  be  offered  in  1971. 

We  are  sorry  to  advise  that  our  cruiser-ambulance  is  for  emergency 
only.    This  emergency  vehicle  is  not  equipped  for  ambulance  service, 
as  required  by  State  Law. 

The  Topsfield  Police  Department  purchased  a  new  resuscitator  with 
money  donated  by  civic-minded  citizens.    Each  cruiser  is  now  equipped 
with  one.     I  personally  wish  to  thank  the  donors  for  their  gifts. 
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At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Police  Officers  of  this  Depart- 
ment for  their  cooperation  and  integrity.    Also,  the  various  town  de- 

partments that  assisted  this  department  in  1970,    the  State  Police 
and  Police  in  surrounding  communities.    A  thank  you  to  our  dispatch- 

ers at  the  EMERGENCY  CENTER,  they  are  doing  an  excellent  job.    I  also 
would  like  to  thank  the  citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  cooperation  by 
supporting  the  Police  Department  at  Town  Meetings. 

For  the  information  of  new  residents  --  the  POLICE  EMERGENCY  number  is 
887-2121.    For  those  wishing  to  contact  the  Police  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  police  business,  the  number  is  887-2116. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1970. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine,  take  numbers  and 
release. 

Meredith  Farm  -  Visited  -  285  animals 
Alfalfa  Farm  -  Visited  -  110  animals  -  2  swine 
Visited  71  stables  and  released. 

Quarantined  21  dogs  -  reports  sent  to  State. 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Animal  Inspector 

REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 

21  dogs  killed  by  automobiles. 
31  strayed  dogs  picked  up  and  some  destroyed,  some  found  good  homes. 
53  complaints  investigated. 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 

Dog  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

The  Topsfield  Environmental  Advisory  Committee  was  formed  in  August, 
1970,  to  assist  and  advise  the  Selectmen  in  matters  pertaining  to 
and  influencing  the  environment  of  Topsfield. 

The  most  pressing  issue  of  1970  was  the  investigation  and  evaluation 
of  an  available  tract  of  land  for  the  use  as  a  Town  dump.    After  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  site  itself,  its  location  and  an  investi- 

gation of  the  various  ramifications  involved  in  the  land  and  itsf 
application,  the  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  should  purchase 
the  land. 

The  Committee  is  also  investigating  various  means  of  refuse  disposal 
of  all  kinds,  since  a  land-fill  operation  is  only  a  temporary  or 
stop-gap  method  of  handling  trash  and  garbage.    Considerable  re- 

search is  being  carried  on  and  it  is  hoped  that  within  the  next 
several  years  a  more  practical  and  utilitarian  means  will  be  devel- 

oped that  will  suit  the  needs  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  KEOHANE 
Chairman 

TOWN  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

As  has  been  set  forth  in  previous  reports,  the  Insurance  Committee 
is  charged  with  keeping  the  Town  property  adequately  insured  for 
any  likely  contingency  and  the  Town  employees  properly  protected 
for  any  liability  suit  within  the  limits  set  forth  in  the  General 
Laws . 

Again  this  year  the  'Topsfield  package  insurance  policy  was  updated 
to  include  insurance  on  additional  vehicles  acquired  by  the  Town 
and  further  increased  the  Fire  Insurance  on  Town  buildings  to  keep 
pace  with  increased  valuations. 

An  increase  in  appropriation  for  insurance  for  1971  will  be  neces- 
sitated due  to  the  cost  of  insurance  on  our  new  Fire  House,  in- 
creased rates  for  Workman's  Compensation  coverage  due  to  increased 

benefits  for  injured  employees,  voted  by  the  Legislature,  and  to 
the  loss  of  certain  discounts  in  fire  insurance  rates  on  educa- 

tional property,  which  the  Town  has  enjoyed  for  many  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  BROWN,  Chairman 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
DAVID  L.  TWISS 
JAMES  R.  COLLINS 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Committee  Clerk 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

This  report  covers  the  nineteenth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  water  system. 

During  the  year  17  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  993.    There  are  181  hydrants  in  the  system. 

Approximately  900  feet  of  8"  main  were  installed  and  the  present 
length  of  main  is  25.82  miles. 

Water  consumption  increased  about  2%  over  the  previous  year  with 
130,542,000  gallons  pumped. 

The  program  of  preventive  maintenance  continued  during  the  year  under 

the  direction  of  Superintendent,  Mr.  Nicholas  D'Agostino.    It  is  ex- 
pected that  in  the  coming  year  the  original  field,  comprised  of  40 

wells,  will  have  been  completed  in  checking  the  operation  of  all 
valves  and  the  washing  of  the  wells. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mr.  D'Agostino  and  his  clerk,  Mrs.  Agnes  Fletcher, 
for  their  splendid  cooperation  and  support. 

The  Town  has  been  under  the  Massachusetts  Electrical  Code,  which  is  a 

copy  of  the  National  Electrical  Code.    This  is  enacted  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Board  of  Electricians.    They  are  the  ruling  body  on  electri- 

cal installations.    This  year  there  are  a  few  changes  which  we  are 

adapting  to.    The  Code  in  use  is  1970  as  per  directive  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Board.     In  1970  the  Electrical  Department  had  125  electrical 

permits. 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
STEPHEN  J.  CHAMBERLIN,  Jr. 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

ELECTRICAL  REPORT 

Alterations 

New  Homes 
Commercial 
Municipal 

27 

12 
6 

80 

Total 125 

Respectfully-  submitted, 

LESTER  SHEPARD 
Inspector  of  Wiring 
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TREE  WARDEN  AND  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

The  Tree  Planting  Committee  has  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  its 
time  and  labor  during  the  past  year,  assisting  the  tree  warden,  in 
the  planting  of  30  shade  trees  in  various  sections  of  Topsfield. 

In  1971,  this  Committee  is  again  sponsoring  an  article,  asking  for 
a  sum  of  money,  in  the  annual  town  meeting  warrant,  so  that  this  tree 
planting  program  can  be  continued. 

The  Dutch  Elm  Disease  is  still  taking  its  toll  of  the  elm  trees. 
Many  of  the  other  varieties  of  the  town  shade  trees  are  being  lost 
due  to  their  age  and  other  factors. 

The  oak  leaf  skeletonizer ,  which  damages  the  oak  leaves,  caused  much 
damage  to  the  leaves  of  the  oak  trees  in  various  sections  of  Tops- 
field,  especially  during  the  months  of  June  and  October. 

The  worm  stage  of  this  insect  creates  a  nuisance  by  coming  out  of  the 
oak  tree  on  a  thread-like  substance  and  landing  on  cars,  houses,  or 
any  other  object.    This  little  green  worm  then  proceeds  to  lay  its 
white  egg  clusters  wherever  it  lands. 

At  the  present  time  the  Waltham  Experimental  Field  Station  is  ex- 
perimenting on  the  best  insecticide  to  use  to  control  and  exterminate 

this  pest. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  wish  to  thank  everybody  who  has  cooperated 
with  me  during  the  past  year  in  the  operation  of  these  departments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

Everything  went  along  smoothly  with  no  violations. 

Permits  granted: 

New  Construction 
Remodeling 
Water  Heaters 

35 
12 3 

Total 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT'S  REPORT 

The  care  of  recreation  areas,  such  as  baseball  diamonds,  skating 
ponds,  small  boys'  football  fields  and  tennis  courts  requires  more 
of  our  time  each  year.    Many  boys  and  girls  benefit  from  these 
worthwhile  programs  of  the  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  and  the 
Recreation  Committee.    We  hope  that  future  economy  drives  will  not 
restrict  the  recreational  growth  in  our  community. 

The  Park  Department  has  worked  closely  with  the  Recreation  Committee 
in  the  development  of  the  town  leased  land  in  the  rear  of  the  Emerson 
Center.    This  property,  with  its  three  baseball  diamonds  and  pro- 

posed soccer  field,  will  be  ready  for  use  in  1971.    Much  of  the  work 
on  this  playground  complex  has  been  done  with  little  expense  to  the 
town  by  volunteer  labor  under  the  capable  and  tireless  supervision 
of  J.  Robert  Klock. 

The  Christmas  tree  lighting  on  the  Common  came  in  for  a  minor  change 
this -year.    The  all  white  lights  on  the  tree  by  the  Library- brought 
forth  favorable  comments.    Our  department  is  indebted  to  Mrs.  Pia  M. 
Miller  for  proposing  and  accomplishing  these  artistic  innovations. 

The  flag  on  the  Common  has  flown  on  most  pleasant  days  from  April 
19th  through  November  11. 

This  year,  in  addition  to  the  routine  care  of  the  Common,  the 
Church  Piece,  the  Library  triangle,  Bare  Hill  Park,  and  the  grassed 
triangles  on  South  Main  Street  and  Rowley  Road,  we  continued  our 
root- feeding  program  for  the  trees.    Three  flowering  varieties  of 
deciduous  trees  were  planted  near  the  Town  Hall. 

We  have  had  excellent  cooperation  from  our  staff  this  year  -- 
Superintendent  George  Earle  and  his  assistants,  Hazen  Earle,  Roger 
Friend  and  Robert  Geary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 

I 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES'  REPORT 

The  Library  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  Topsfield  affairs. 
Under  the  competent  leadership  of  the  librarian,  Mrs.  June  Mayo,  ser- 

vices expanded  and  many  new  materials  added.    The  services  offered 
this  year  encompassed  many  subjects  and  included  a  variety  of  age 
groups.    The  story  hours  for  pre-school  children  were  held  from  Octo- 

ber to  May  and  summer  story  hours  took  place  in  conjunction  with  the 
recreation  program.    Library  orientation  programs  continue  to  be 
given  to  first  and  sixth  graders.    A  booklet  was  published  listing 
reference  works  of  all  types  that  are  to  be  found  at  the  libraries 
in  the  Tri-Town  area.    National  Library  Week  was  observed  with  a 
Brass  Concert  performed  by  talented  local  youths.    During  the  same 
week  the  Art  Rental  collection  of  original  prints,  sponsored  by 

Friends  of  the  Library,  had  its  grand  opening.    Children's  Book  Week 
was  observed  in  November  when  Mrs.  Fen  Lasell,  a  children's  author 
from  Ipswich,  spoke  to  the  children. 

The  Friends  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  extended  Library  activi- 
ties this  year.    The  opening  of  a  print  collection,  an  art  lecture 

and  a  film  program  were  some  of  the  activities  sponsored  by  the 
Friends . 

The  Eastern  Regional  Library  Service,  of  which  Topsfield  is  a  part, 
makes  available  many  additional  materials  to  our  patrons.  Included 
in  these  materials  are  films  which  may  be  borrowed  by  groups. 

Circulation  continues  to  increase.    This  year  67,933  books  were 
loaned.    The  collection  now  has  23,982  volumes.    The  record  collec- 

tion has  been  increased  and  many  children's  records  have  been  added. 
The  Library  hours  have  been  increased  from  33  to  43  hours  per  week. 
The  Library  is  now  open  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings  from  10  to  noon; 
Monday  through  Friday  from  2  to  9  and  Saturday  from  10  until  2. 
There  are  two  meeting  rooms  in  the  Library  which  may  be  used  by 
civic  groups. 

The  Library,  at  present,  is  managing  to  keep  abreast  of  the  increased 
demands  on  its  facilities  and  materials.    The  Trustees  have  the  re- 

sponsibility to  plan  systematically  for  the  future.    This  year  much 
time  and  study  has  gone  into  possible  areas  of  improvement  and  expan- 

sion.   A  list  of  priorities  has  been  drawn  up  and  continued  efforts 
to  meet  the  growth  patterns  of  the  town  will  be  our  primary  aim  dur- 

ing the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STANLEY  M.  COHEN,  Chairman 
BARBARA  K.  BOOTH,  Financial  Secretary 
LYNN  V.  STEVENS,  Recording  Secretary 
DR.  MARIO  D.  BANUS 
EVELYN  L.  FALPiS 
RICHARD  H.  STOWE 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

1970  was  an  active  year  in  the  cemetery;  much  was  accomplished. 
During  the  early  winter  the  Cemetery  Department,  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  many  beautiful  trees  healthy,  within  the  cemetery,  hired 
tree  experts  who,  with  the  department  personnel,  spent  almost  a 
month  pruning  the  trees  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  plus  repairing 
any  other  trees  that  had  suffered  from  previous  insect  and  storm 
damage  in  the  other  two  cemeteries. 

The  Boston  Street  Cemetery  now  has  a  new  parking  area  off  the  turn- 
pike, all  black  topped,  and  the  lawns  surrounding  this  were  regraded 

and  reseeded.    A  map  has  also  been  completed  of  this  cemetery,  pro- 
viding accurate  locations  of  the  present  graves  plus  areas  available 

to  be  laid  out  for  new  lots,  with  an  up-dated,  accurate  listing  of 
all  those  laid  to  rest  there.    This,  in  years  to  come,  will  provide 
many  additional  burial  sites  plus  added  income  upon  their  sale  to 
the  Town  Treasury  and  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Trust  Funds. 

A  new  deep  drain  was  installed  this  year  at  Hydrangia  Avenue,  near 
the  top  of  the  hill,  in  Pine  Grove.    This  was  done  preparatory  to 
the  releveling  and  seeding  of  the  one  remaining  open  section  of  this 
cemetery.    The  woods  surrounding  the  whole  upper  section  are  present- 

ly being  trimmed  of  undesirable  brush  to  improve  landscaping,  con- 
serve the  good  trees,  and  improve  the  over-all  appearance  of  this 

area. 

The  walls  of  the  tomb,  built  in  1820,  developed  noticeable  bulging 
inward  this  year,  and  the  Commissioners  had  installed  new  drains  be- 

neath it  and  poured  a  reinforcing  floor  to  prevent  further  problems 
in  this  area.    New  casket  racks  have  been  built,  properly  preserved, 
to  finish  the  refurbishing;  thus  assuring  the  town  of  many  more 
years  of  service.    Twenty  older  head  stones  were  reset  and  repaired 

in  a  continuing  program  of  preservation  of  our  cemetery,  plus  ap- 
proximately a  dozen  marker  stones  were  lowered  to  reduce  yearly 

maintenance  costs. 

As  in  years  past,  our  older  cemetery  section  continues  to  be  a 
tourist  attraction  to  local  school  children  and  many  visitors  from 
near  and  as  far  as  California.    We  received  a  fine  complimentary 
letter  from  Salt  Lake  City  on  our  care  of  the  Mormon  lots.  The 
Commissioners  were  pleased  and  wish  to  thank  the  numerous  people  at 
the  Memorial  Day  observance  for  their  compliments  on  the  beautiful 
appearance  of  all  our  cemeteries. 

We  are  pleased  again  to  say  that  over  $5,000  has  been  returned  to 
the  Town  Treasury  from  cemetery  operations  this  year;  thus  making  the 
net  cost  to  the  tax-payer  less  than  .02%  of  the  annual  town  budget. 

J.  PUTNAM  FRIEND,  Chairman 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 

62 



MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Construction  work  started  on  the  new  Fire  Station  in  October,  1969. 
The  building  was  substantially  completed  and  the  Fire  Department 
moved  in  on  Saturday,  August  29,  1970. 

Work  on  punch  list  items  has  been  continuing  at  a  slow  rate  and  final 
payments  have  been  withheld  pending  100%  completion.    This  committee 
feels  that  when  the  final  payment  is  made,  the  work  we  were  charged 
to  do  will  be  completed. 

An  open  house  for  the  facility  was  held  on  Saturday,  October  24,  1970 
at  which  time  many  townspeople,  as  well  as  fire  department  personnel 
from  surrounding  towns,  toured  the  building.    Many  favorable  comments 
were  received  from  the  visitors. 

The  committee  is  satisfied  that  we  now  have  an  excellent  building 
that  will  serve  the  needs  of  the  Fire  Department  for  many  years  into 
the  future. 

ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  A.  WOOD,  Clerk 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1970. 

Dwellings  34 
Additions  15 
Garages  (Residential)  ....  6 
Gas  Station  1 
Stables    4 
Sheep  Shed  1 
Amphitheater  1 
Comfort  Station    1 
Retail  Store  1 
Warehouse    1 
Workshop  1 
Office  Building    2 
Storage  Building  3 
Cleaning  Plant   1 

Total  Permits  72 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  REPORT 

With  publication  of  the  open  space  plan  and  map  for  Topsfield  early 
in  1970,  the  Conservation  Commission  brought  to  fruition  several 
years  of  work  on  a  master  conservation  plan  for  the  town.    The  map 
and  text,  distributed  with  the  1969  annual  report,  outlines  existing 
open  land,  public  use  areas  and  proposed  acquisitions  of  open  spaces 
and  trails.    The  open  space  plan,  duly  filed  with  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Natural  Resources,  was  accepted  by  that  Department  in 
a  congratulatory  letter  in  March.    Acceptance  qualifies  the  town  for 

state  and  federal  reimbursement  under  the  "self-help"  act  up  to  75% 
of  the  cost  of  purchasing  conservation  land. 

Implementation  of  the  Open- Space  plan  "will  depend  on  the  preference 
of  the  voters,  the  enthusiasm  of  neighborhood  groups  and  the  coopera- 

tion of  landowners.    Neither  the  power  of  eminent  domain  nor  other 
strong-arm  tactics  will  be  invoked  to  acquire  land  for  conservancy 
purposes."    Considerable  thought  has  been  given  this  year  to  the 
mechanics  of  implementing  the  plan.    Easements,  as  a  legal  tool  to 
enable  use  of  private  lands  for  hiking  trails,  is  one  area  under 
examination. 

The  Meredith  Mortgage  Corporation  has  given  the  Commission  its  first 
conservation  and  trail  easement  covering  600  yards  between  Rowley 
Bridge  and  Hill  Streets,  including  the  shore  of  2  small  ponds. 

The  soil  survey  voted  by  the  1970  annual  meeting  will  include  a  map 
which  will  help  in  identification  of  wetlands  which  should  be  pro- 

tected from  indiscriminate  filling.    Once  this  map  is  available,  the 
commission  will  recommend  amendments  to  our  flood  plain  ordinance. 
Ours  was  one  of  the  first  flood  plain  by-laws  in  the  state,  and 
should  be  broadened  and  strengthened. 

The  Commission  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources,  3  instances  of  wetland  filling  in  connection  with  which 

the  Department  issued  verbal  "cease  and  desist"  orders.    In  one  in- 
stance, the  owner  has  complied  with  the  order.    In  another,  a  plan 

is  in  preparation  which,  if  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
Planning  Board,  the  Commission  and  the  Department  of  Natural  Re- 

sources, will  permit  a  limited  filling  operation. 

After  inspection  of  the  sanitary  landfill  site  (lying  between  Bare 

Hill  Road  and  Route  97),  the  Commission  endorsed  the  Selectmen's  pro- 
posal to  purchase  146  acres,  of  which  86  acres  would  be  designated, 

the  Pye  Brook  Conservation  area.    The  Commission  filed  with  the.  De- 
partment of  Natural  Resources  a  "self-help"  application  which,  if 

approved,  will  result  in  50%  state  contribution  to  purchase  of  the 
86  acres. 

Directly  and  indirectly  the  Commission  participated  in  community 
ecological  action  and  education.    Members  presented  an  evening  panel 
discussion  at  Steward  School  in  April,  helped  underwrite  a  conserva- 

tion film  prepared  by  two  high  school  students,  and  strongly  endorsed 
the  April  Litter  Pickup  Day  campaign  organized  on  a  neighborhood  basis  | 
by  a  group  of  residents. 
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Two  new  members  joined  the  Commission  this  past  year.     In  March,  Mrs. 
Barbara  Booth  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Lawrence  Cyr  whose  term 
expired.    In  October,  Mr.  Walter  Barndt,  already  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  Trails  Committee,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Walter  Macintosh.    James  Klock  replaced  Robert 

Klar  as  the  Planning  Board's  representative  on  the  Commission. 

Both  the  Tree  Planning  Committee,  chaired  by  Derek  Van  Etten,  and  Mr. 

Barndt' s  Trails  Committee  played  active  and  constructive  roles  in 
1970. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  PEIRCE,  Chairman 
BARBARA  WELSH,  Secretary 
WALTER  BARNDT 
BARBARA  BOOTH 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK 
DEBORAH  MOULTON 
DEREK  VAN  ETTEN 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRAILS  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Committee  was  re-activated  this  past  summer  and  the  work  of  iden- 
tifying existing  and  potential  trail  sites  renewed.    The  purpose  of 

the  Committee  is  to  assist  the  Town  in  establishing  a  network  of  foot- 
paths and  bridle  trails  throughout  the  community  and  connecting  them 

with  other  trail  systems  in  neighboring  towns. 

Planning  meetings  and  exploratory  walks  over  feasible  trail  sites  in 
many  areas  of  the  Town  were  undertaken  by  the  Committee  on  fall  and 
early  winter  weekends.    Discussions  have  been  held  with  interested 
citizens,  members  of  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  regarding  regulation  and  usage  of  Town  trails,  and  the  need 
to  obtain  right  of  way  or  easement  agreements  before  further  building 
development  occurs. 

During  the  fall,  the  Meredith  Hill  trail  easement  was  granted  to  the 
Town  by  the  area  developer,  Mr.  Sidney  Rosenthal.    Activity  will  be 
continued  toward  obtaining  other  agreements  and  grants  in  the  year 
ahead . 

I  Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Carpenter,  detailed  maps  have  been  made 
available  to  the  Committee,  which  will  more  readily  permit  trail  site 
identification.    Mrs.  Carpenter  and  Mr.  Brown  have  also  assisted  in 

I  suggesting  possible  connecting  trail  locations  throughout  Essex 
County,  coordinating  with  the  trail  activities  of  the  County  Green- 
belt  Association. 



The  Committee,  and  indeed  the  Town,  is  grateful  to  those  residents 
who  have  had  the  generous  interest  to  help  make  trails  available  for 
their  fellow  townsmen.    Much  work  remains  and  all  who  wish  to  parti- 

cipate are  welcome. 

WALTER  D.  BARNDT,  Jr.,  Chairman 
CONSTANCE  R.  BARKER,  Secretary 
FRANCIS  BROWN 
BARBARA  G.  CARPENTER 
WILLARD  A.  FLAGG 
KENNETH  W.  SWAIN,  Jr. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

A  great  deal  of  support  for  the  activities  of  the  Tree  Planning  Com- 
mittee has  helped  to  achieve  the  most  important  goals  the  committee 

set  for  itself  during  the  year. 

Continuing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Selectmen,  the  Tree  Warden, 
Wallace  Knee land,  the  Garden  Clubs,  Boy  Scouts  and  many  other  inter- 

ested citizens  has  created  a  situation  of  mutual  concern  and  more  im- 

portant, an  attitude  of  willingness  to  "lend  a  hand". 

Over  40  maples  of  various  kinds  were  planted  throughout  the  town  on 
private  property  as  well  as  on  town  land.    Some  of  these  trees  re- 

placed ones  that  had  to  be  removed.    The  Committee  currently  has  many 
requests  on  hand  for  trees  and  welcomes  additional  requests  in 
writing. 

A  request  for  $750.00,  approved  by  the  voters  at  the  last  annual  Town 
Meeting,  has  been  spent  and  the  Committee  is  preparing  another 
special  article  for  the  annual  warrant  requesting  $1,000.00  for  tree 
planting  purposes  during  the  year  ahead. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  support  the  Committee  has  received  will  continue. 

DEREK  VAN  ETTEN,  Chairman 
JOHN  NUTTER 
DOUGLAS  RANKIN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

At  its  first  meeting  in  March,  1970  the  Planning  Board  organized  and 
elected  Robert  H.  Klar,  Chairman  and  James  R.  Klock,  Clerk.  Members 
were  appointed  as  representatives  from  the  Board  and  responsibilities 
within  the  Board  as  follows: 

Highway  Department  James  R.  Klock 
Conservation  Commission  James  R.  Klock 
Soil  Erosion  Board  Robert  H.  Klar 
Long  Range  School  Planning  §  Building  Comm.  Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Special  Drainage  Committee  Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Rules  §  Regulations  §  Zoning  Changes  Jackson  0.  Welsh 

The  Board  held  24  regular  meetings,  several  work  meetings,  sub- 
division site  work  visitations,  and  attended  several  State  and  Area 

Federation  Meetings. 

A  change  in  Board  membership  occurred  when  the  Board  regretfully  re- 
ceived the  notice  of  resignation  of  Benjamin  W.  English.  "Ben" 

English  served  on  the  Planning  Board  for  over  23  years,  in  a  most 
faithful  and  dedicated  manner.    The  Board  and  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
will  miss  him. 

Mr.  David  F.  Miller  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  com- 
plete the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  English,  and  will  seek  election  in 

March  of  1971  for  a  full  five  year  term.    David  Miller  accepted  the 
responsibility  of  Chairman  of  the  Growth  Study  Committee  which  has 
met  regularly  since  it  was  organized  in  the  Spring.    We  look  forward 

to  "Dave's"  wisdom  and  guidance  in  the  coming  years. 

With  the  challenge  of  rezoning,  the  Board  formed  the  Growth  Study 

Committee  to  review  the  status  of  Topsfield' s  growth,  and  the  impact 
on  the  town  of  specific  changes  in  density  as  a  result  of  rezoning. 
A  report  from  the  Growth  Study  Committee  to  the  Planning  Board  is  in- 

cluded in  the  Annual  Report. 

Many  towns  are  considering  different  methods  of  zoning  to  provide  for 
a  mixture  of  housing  types  at  densities  greater  than  present  zoning 
without  detracting  from  the  existing  qualities  of  the  environment. 
This  should  result  in  a  variety  of  housing  desired  or  needed,  greater 
open  space,  arranged  in  a  harmonious  way  with  the  landscape,  and 
thereby  perhaps  better  land  use.    This  Board  recognizes  the  need  of 
flexibility  and  is  considering  zoning  changes  to  be  recommended  to 
the  Town  at  a  special  Town  Meeting  in  the  late  Spring  of  1971. 

New  Rules  and  Regulations  for  Sub-Divisions  will  be  reviewed  at  a 
Planning  Board  Hearing  late  in  February,  1971. 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR,  Chairman  JAMES  R.  KLOCK,  Clerk 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE  DAVID  F.  MILLER 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT 

Work  Done  in  1970  Under  General  Highway 

Canterbury  Hill 
Put  in  country  drain,  562  feet,  dug  3  feet  deep,  put  in  drain- 

age pipe  and  filled  trench  with  2  inch  stone  to  take  care  of 
seepage  water,  tied  pipe  into  catch  basin. 

High  Street 
Put  in  16  feet  of  24  inch  cement  pipe  where  head  wall  had  col- 

lapsed.   Filled  over  pipe  with  gravel,  also  dug  out  drainage 
ditch  with  backhoe  from  High  Street  to  Central  Street. 

South  Main  Street 

Hot- topped  section  from  railroad  tracks  beyond  Prospect  Street 
intersection  and  put  in  hot -top  berm  along  sidewalk  and  island 
in  road.    One  catch  basin  and  50  feet  run  off.    Also  hot -topped 
sidewalk  from  Grove  Street  to  Prospect  Street. 

Summer  Street 

Dug  up  old  surface,  hot- topped  section  from  Park  Street,  Central 
Street.    Put  in  hot -top  berm  on  intersection  to  Central  Street 
also  drainage  work  and  a  gravel  shoulder  side  of  road. 

Prospect  Street 
Hot- topped  Prospect  Street  intersection  to  top  of  hill,  also 
hot -topped  sidewalk  to  Rectory. 

Washington  Street 
Dug  out  drainage  ditch  with  backhoe  and  hand  shovels  from  Wash- 

ington Street  to  Kinsman  Lane. 

Street  Signs 
Put  out  30  new  street  signs  and  posts. 

Salem  Street 
Put  in  80  feet  of  12  inch  pipe  to  improve  drainage  to  eliminate 

ice  building  up  in  winter  in  front  of  Mrs.  Wellman's.    Also  cut 
back  driveway  in  front  of  Ingalls'  to  let  water  by,  scraped 
shoulder  of  road  to  improve  drainage. 

Col rain  Road 
Improve  drainage  ditch  on  upper  end  of  Colrain  Road  to  stop 
water  from  crossing  street.    Used  8  tons  hot-top  on  ditch. 

River  Road 

Scraped  sides  of  road  with  grader  and  picked  up  fill  with  Pay- 
loader.    Used  2  ton  dump  truck,  scraping,  improved  drainage  and 
widened  road. 
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As  bury  Street 
Scraped  sides  of  road  with  grader,  same  as  River  Road. 

Bare  Hill  Road 
Put  in  15  inch  culvert  under  road,  40  feet,  also  built  stone 
header. 

Perkins  Row 
Scraped  shoulders  of  road  with  grader  to  improve  drainage  and 
widen  road. 

Chapter  81 
Cleaned  all  catch  basins  and  drop  ̂ inlets  in  Town  with  Hydraulic 
Catch  Basin  Cleaner,  some  basins  two  or  more  times,  also  cul- 

vert run- off s. 

Swept  all  roads  in  Town  with  hired  Auto -sweeper,  also  used  hand 
brooms  and  front  end  loader. 

Filled  in  shoulders  of  road  where  we  had  heavy  wash-outs  during 
Spring  thaw,  with  gravel. 

Used  22,804  gallons  of  M  C  3  cut  back  oil  on  following  roads: 

Pineridge  Road 
River  Road  --  From  Prospect  Street  to  Salem  Road 
Hill  Street  --  From  Cross  Street  to  Garden  Street 
High  Street  --  0.2  mile 
Campmeeting  Road  --  Route  1  to  Ipswich  Road 
East  Street  --  0.3  mile 
Asbury  Street  --  1  mile 
East  Common  Street  --  0.1  mile 
Winsor  Lane  --  Section  not  hot-topped 
Mansion  Drive 
Woods ide  Drive 
Summer  Street  --  Central  Street  to  Route  1 
Arrowhead  Road 
Forrest  Road  --  section 
Boardman  Lane 
Kent  Road 
Robert  Road 
Howlett  Street  --  Route  1  to  Perkins  Row 
Meeting  House  Lane 
Andrews  Road 
Rowley  Road 
Pemberton  Road 
Woodbriar  Road 

Used  three  sanders,  payloader,  tractor  for  matting  and  grader  to 
hone  road. 

Also  replaced  28  guard-rail  posts  that  were  damaged  or  broken 
around  Town,  from  accidents  and  snow  plow  damage. 
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Repaired  several  catch  basins  damaged  by  salt  and  winter  storms, 
lawns  damaged  by  side -walk  plow. 

Projects  Worked  on  in  1970 

Chapter  90 
Maintenance 

Chapter  90 
Construction 

Highway 
Improvement  Loan 

Under 
Chapter  81 

Hot-topped  0.6  mile  on  Wenham  Road  from  Salem  Street 
to  Sleepy  Hollow  Road. 

Ipswich  Road  new  construction  from  North  Street, 
950  feet.    6  catch  basins,  1  drop  inlet,  4  man-holes, 
250  feet  of  15  inch  Trunk-line  and  500  feet  of  12 
inch  pipe  put  down  2^  inch  base  and  lh  inch  binder, 
dug  out  old  surface  and  hauled  in  gravel. 

Prospect  Street  drainage  job,  put  in  5  catch  basins, 
560  feet  of  12  inch  drainage  pipe,  filled  trench 
with  new  gravel,  patched  road. 

Checked  all  roads,  sent  out  truck  with  cold  patch, 
crew  cut  brush  on  streets  listed: 

Prospect  Street 
Central  Street 
Valley  Road 
Bare  Hill  Road 
North  Street 
East  Street 
South  Main  Street 
Howlett  Street 

Perkins  Row 

Meeting  House  Lane 
Hill  Street 
Wenham  Road 

Camp  Meeting  Road 
Salem  Street 

Ipswich  Road  . 

Worked  brush  project  with  Mr.  Knee land  (Tree  Warden) 
using  his  crew  and  highway  crew,  also  using  wood 
chopper . 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  cooperated  with 
this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GROWTH  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

In  March,  1970,  the  Growth  Study  Committee  was  established  as  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Topsfield  Planning  Board.    This  Committee  held  its 

first  meeting  on  April  8,  1970.    At  this  time,  Mr.  Robert  Klar, 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  defined  the  objectives  of  the  Com- 

mittee as'  follows: 

(1)  To  examine  a  proposal  by  Robert  Harpell  of  Construction 
Consultants,  Inc.,  which  seeks  rezoning  of  a  portion  of 
Topsfield,  now  zoned  as  two-acre  residential,  to  permit  con- 

struction of  town  houses  and  dwellings  on  one- acre  lots  and 
to  make  appropriate  recommendations. 

(2)  To  study  the  long  term  growth  and  development  of  Tops- 
field.    This  report  contains  findings  and  recommendations 
relevant  to  the  proposal  by  Robert  Harpell  of  Construction 
Consultants,  Inc. 

I.    Activities  of  the  Committee 

This  report  is  based  on  information  obtained  through  interviews, 
published  literature  and  a  visit  to  the  property  under  considera- 

tion.   A  synopsis  of  each  activity  is  given  below: 

A.    Interview  with  Robert  Harpell,  Construction  Consultant,  Inc. 

The  property  under  consideration  consists  of  approximately  274 
acres  owned  by  Joseph  Mass  of  Topsfield  and  located  on  the  west 
side  of  Interstate  95.    This  land  includes  11  completed  and  6  in- 

completed holes  of  the  Topsfield  Country  Club  golf  course.  There 
are  also  88  acres  presently  zoned  two-acre  single  family.    21  acres 
of  this  land  form  a  triangular  piece  surrounded  by  fairways  and 
greens.    Rezoning  is  requested  so  that  this  parcel  may  accommodate 
128  town  house  type  living  units.    Rezoning  of  the  remaining  67 
acres  is  also  being  requested  to  permit  construction  of  single 
family  residences  on  one-acre  lots. 

In  addition  to  the  88  acres  described  above,  Mr.  Harpell  propose^ 
to  have  rezoned  for  commercial  usage  a  400  foot  strip  along  the 
Danvers  town  line  and  extending  from  Route  1  to  Interstate  95. 
This  land  is  presently  zoned  two- acre  single  family  residence. 
This  area,  together  with  adjoining  land  in  Danvers,  would  be 
developed  into  a  shopping  center. 

1 .    Proposed  Buildings  on  the  West  Side  of  Interstate  95 

Note:    As  used  herein,  the  term  "town  house"  is  defined  as  that 
space  which  would  be  occupied  by  one  family,  consisting 
of  two  floors  and  containing  a  maximum  of  two  bedrooms. 
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It  was  suggested  that  the  number  of  interconnected  units  would 
range  from  4  to  12.    Each  unit  would  have  1,200  square  feet  of 
living  space  and  5  rooms  with  lavatory  and  bath.    The  total 
value  per  unit  (land  and  building)  would  be  $30,000  and  the 
rent  a  minimum  of  $300  per  month.    Garages  and  recreational 
areas  for  tenants  were  not  mentioned. 

The  60  one-acre  lots  could  presumably  be  sold  for  $15,000  - 
$20,000  each  and  the  total  value  of  each  lot  developed  with  a 
single  family  residence  would  be  about  $60,000.    The  above 
figures  of  $30,000  and  $60,000  for  the  two  types  of  living 
units  are  the  basis  of  Mr.  Harpell's  tax  calculations  to  be 
given  later  in  this  report. 

No  specific  plans,  designs  or  specifications  on  the  buildings 
were  presented.    The  only  drawings  which  the  Committee  was 
initially  given  for  review  were  a  group  of  individual  maps 
which  could  be  laid  out  and  adjoined  so  as  to  see  an  outline 
of  the  area  involved  including  greens,  fairways,  and  ponds  of 
the  golf  course.    An  array  of  block  structures  was  sketched 
into  the  21  acre  site  to  represent  the  town  houses.    At  a 
later  time  Mr.  Harpell  composited  the  above  maps  so  that  the 
land  areas  involved  could  be  more  easily  studied.    This  com- 

posite map  is  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

2.  Proposed  Buildings  on  the  Property  East  of  Interstate  95 

The  property  east  of  Interstate  95  is  being  considered  as  a 
shopping  center  site.    The  tenants  would  be  elite  type  shops 
or  stores  offering  exclusive  and  top  quality  merchandise  and 
services . 

The  names  of  several  such  stores  were  suggested,  but  no  men- 
tion was  made  regarding  any  interest  or  commitment  on  the  part 

of  the  store  managements  to  lease  space  in  the  proposed  center. 

Information  on  the  proposed 'shopping  center  was  so  indeterminate 
that  further  evaluation  is  not  possible.    Hence,  unless  otherwise 
indicated,  subsequent  information  in  this  report  is  relevant  only 
to  the  property  on  the  west  side  of  Interstate  95. 

3.  Roads 

All  roads  would  be  constructed  by  the  developer  and  maintained 
by  the  project  management.    This  would  include  snow  plowing. 

4.  Services 

(a)  Fire  The  Town  of  Topsfield  would  be  expected  to  provide 
fire  protection  for  the  274  acres  of  property  and  build- 

ings thereon. 
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(b)  Police    The  Town  o£  Topsfield  would  be  expected  to  pro- 
vide  police  protection. 

(c)  Water    Mr.  Harpell  stated  that  consideration  had  been 
given  to  drilling  and  maintaining  wells  to  provide  water 
for  the  project.     In  this  case  water  service  would  be 
privately  administered  by  the  project  management.  It 
was  stated  that  the  developer  would  prefer  to  buy  water 
from  the  Town  of  Topsfield.     It  was  also  indicated  that 
an  easement  under  Interstate  95  existed  and  that  the 
water  service  presently  installed  along  Rowley  Bridge 
Road  could  serve  as  a  source  for  the  project.  There 
was  no  mention  of  any  on-site  drilling  to  establish 
the  availability  of  water  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  project. 

(d)  Sanitary  System   According  to  the  proposal,  sewage 
would  be  handled  by  a  package  treatment  plant.  The 
final  effluent  would  be  disposed  of  in  two  ways.  Part 
of  the  effluent  could  be  used  for  watering  the  golf 
course  greens  and  the  remainder  would  be  lagooned. 
The  lagoons  are  a  part  of  Nichols  Brook  which  drains 
the  golf  course. 

The  package  treatment  plant  would  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  project  management.    Mr.  Harpell  indicated  that 
Dana  Perkins  Associates  are  consultants  on  the  proposed 
sewage  system. 

(e)  Garbage  and  Rubbish.  Disposal    Project  management  would 
provide  these  services. 

(f)  Summary  of  Services    Water,  sewage,  and  trash  services 
would  be  provided  by  the  project  management  and  would 
be  contracted  for  at  the  time  of  sale  of  building  lots. 
These  services  would  be  operated  at  a  profit  by  the 
management.     If  Topsfield  were  to  supply  water,  police 
and  fire  protection,  only  sewage  and  trash  services 
would  be  provided  by  the  project  management. 

5.  Schools 

Topsfield  would  provide  the  same  school  service  available  to 
other  residents. 

B.     Interviews  with  Topsfield  Authorities 

1.    Fire  Department 

Presently  it  is  about  3  1/2  miles  from  the  fire  station  in 
Topsfield  to  the  most  distant  residential  property  in  town. 
The  site  of  the  proposed  development  is  approximately  5  1/2 
miles  from  the  firehouse  if  one  goes  via  the  Boxford-Middleton 
route.    Thus,  it  is  somewhat  more  remote  for  fire  protection 
than  other  parts  of  the  town. 
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Based  on  Topsfield  experience,  there  are  about  100  fire  calls 
per  year.    Of  these,  about  25  are  dwelling  related.  Assuming 
1,000  dwellings  in  Topsfield  and  making  a  directly  proportional 
calculation  for  the  proposed  development  with  188  dwellings 
(128  town  houses  plus  60  single  family  dwellings) ,  one  might 
expect  4- to- 5  dwelling  related  calls  per  year.    Calculated  on 
the  same  basis,  the  total  number  of  calls  per  year  to  this 
area  would  be  approximately  18- to- 20. 

It  should  be  recognized  that  the  proposed  development  would 
contain  about  20%  of  the  Town's  living  units.    In  the  event 
of  a  fire,  aggravated  by  a  delayed  response,  significant 
pressure  could  be  generated  to  locate  fire  fighting  equipment 
in  or  nearer  to  the  proposed  development  area.    This  would 
represent  a  capital  outlay  to  the  Town.    The  average  cost 
per  fire  call  is  $220.    Therefore,  fire  protection  could  cost 
($220  x  20)  $4,400  per  year. 

2.  Water  Department 

The  water  main  nearest  to  the  proposed  development  is  an 
eight  inch  main  located  at  Rowley  Bridge  Road  and  Alderbrook 
Road.    Both  the  main  size  and  the  supply  of  town  water  are 
adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  proposed  project.    It  was 
pointed  out  that  with  the  approval  of  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads  and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  a  12  inch 
sleeve  with  an  eight  inch  main  could  and  should  be  placed 
across  Interstate  95  while  it  is  being  rebuilt.    A  very 
rough  estimate  of  cost  of  this  work  is  $25,000.    The  fore- 

going suggestion  was  made  before  the  Growth  Study  Committee 
became  aware  of  a  cattle  passageway  under  Interstate  95 
connecting  Topsfield  property  on  the  east  and  west  sides 
of  Interstate  95.    In  any  event,  if  the  project  goes  forward, 
any  water  main  to  be  placed  across  the  Interstate  highway 

should  be  at  the  developer's  expense. 

'There  is  a  possibility  that  if  a  private  water  supply  were established  and  for  some  reason  should  fail,  pressure  could 
be  brought  on  the  Town  to  supply  water. 

3.  Board  of  Health  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Engineer 

Installation  of  a  sewage  treatment  plant  for  the  town  houses 
requires  approval  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health 
as  well  as  the  local  Board  of  Health.    No  plan  of  the  sewage 
treatment  facility  which  is  a  part  of  the  proposed  develop- 

ment has  been  filed  with  either  of  the  above  agencies. 

It  was  stated  that  Nichols  Brook  is  part  of  a  Class  A  water 
shed  (part  of  the  water  supply  for  the  City  of  Salem)  and 
cannot  be  used  under  any  circumstances  as  a  receiving  body 
for  effluent  from  a  disposal  system.    This  information  was 
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clearly  in  direct  conflict  with  Mr.  Harpell's  proposed  hand- 
ling of  sewage  effluent. 

The  Committee  inquired  as  to  whether  a  large  leaching  field 
would  be  feasible  to  handle  the  sewage  treatment  plant  ef- 

fluent.   In  reply,  it  was  pointed  out  that  sub-surface  dis- 
posal for  more  than  a  single  dwelling  is  prohibited  unless 

specifically  approved  by  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Health.    Apparently  soil  testing  to  establish  suitability 
for  sanitary  systems  to  service  either  the  town  houses  or 
the  single  family  residences  has  not  been  done.    It  was 
pointed  out  that  circumstances  could  arise  where  the  pro- 

posed sewage  treatment  facility,  if  defective,  would  become 
the  responsibility  of  the  Town  and  the  cost  of  corrective 
action  could  be  large.    Requiring  the  developer  to  be  bonded 
for  costs  in  the  event  of  treatment  plant  failure  does  not 
present  a  satisfactory  solution.    The  reasons  for  this  are: 
(a)  Treatment  plant  failure  would  produce  a  health  hazard 
requiring  immediate  action  and  an  expenditure  of  funds;  and 
(b)  tne  Town  would  probably  have  to  engage  in  a  court  action 
to  recover  costs  from  the  bonding  company.    The  results  of 
such  actions  are  usually  less  than  satisfactory  to  the 
municipality. 

It  would  seem  that  only  two  realistic  alternatives  exist  for 
handling  of  sewage  at  the  proposed  development  site: 

(a)  Package  Treatment  Plant  processing  of  sewage  with 
total  subsoil  disposition  of  the  effluent  except 
for  watering  of  golf  greens. 

(b)  Maintaining  present  zoning  and  building  regulations 
such  that  each  living  unit  has  its  own  subsoil  dis- 

posal system. 

4.    Police  Department 

In  general,  the  effect  of  the  proposed  development  as  far  as 
police  protection  is  concerned,  would  be  that  expected  from 
an  equivalent  population  growth. 

Some  concern  was  expressed  that  the  frequency  of  housebreaks 
might  be  higher  in  the  area  of  the  town  houses.    This  thought 
was  based  on  fewer  hours  spent  at  home  by  people  who  live  in 
town  houses,  resulting  in  greater  opportunities  for  breaking 
and  entering. 

It  was  felt  that  one  additional  policeman  would  be  required. 
If  so,  the  initial  annual  cost  to  the  Town  might  be  in  the 
order  of  $7,500. 
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5.    Conservation  Commission 

It  was  suggested  that  there  is  a  place  for  cluster  zoning  in 
Topsfield.    If  this  concept  could  be  applied  to  the  develop- 

ment proposed  by  Mr.  Harpell,  one  would  think  of  lot  size  in 
terms  of  the  total  acreage  involved.    Thus,  considering  the 

total  274  acres  as  a  "clustered  development"  the  average 
density  would  then  be  1.5  acres  for  each  dwelling  (274  acres 
divided  by  188  dwelling  units).    In  this  context,  the  density 
would  not  be  too  different  from  the  present  zoning  of  2  acres 
per  dwelling  unit.    Actually  in  the  21  acres  reserved  in  the 
proposal  for  town  houses  the  density  is  6  plus  dwelling  units 
per  acre  (128  units  divided  by  21  acres)  and  on  the  67  acres 
reserved  for  60  single  family  houses  the  density  could  very 
well  be  less  than  one  acre  per  dwelling  unit  because  of  the 
necessity  to  create  roads  and  ordinary  overages  in  lot  layouts 

The  remaining  186  acres  (274  total  acres  less  88  acres  with 
buildings)  are  in  the  present  golf  course  or  reserved  for  addi 
tional  fairways  and  greens.    It  was  stated  that  the  owner  of 
the  property,  Mr.  Mass,  had  granted  to  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission a  conservation  easement  on  the  property  actually 
covered  by  the  golf  course.    According  to  this  arrangement, 
the  property  would  remain  on  the  tax  rolls  and  could  not  be 
built  upon  in  the  event  it  was  no  longer  used  as  a  golf  course 

Thus,  perpetuity  of  the  property  as  an  "open  space"  would  be 
assured.    The  advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  to  the  owner 
were  not  clarified.    By  definition,  cluster  zoning  of  a  given 
tract  of  land  results  in  the  same  number  of  houses  as  a  con- 

ventional subdivision,  but  on  smaller  lots;  the  resulting 
open  space  is  permanently  reserved  for  the  common  benefit. 

As  far  as  the  Growth  Study  Committee  has  determined,  there  is 
no  part  of  the  Harpell  proposal  which  treats  the  property 
actually  covered  by  the  golf  course  as  common  property.  Be- 

cause the  land  in  question  has  such  restricted  use,  one  can 
raise  the  question  if  the  cluster  zoning  concept  is  applicable 
in  this  instance. 

6.  Regional  District  School  Committee;  and  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee 

The  representatives  indicated  that  the  additional  students 
which  could  be  expected  from  the  proposed  development  would 
not  seriously  affect  the  present  operations  or  long  term  plans 
of  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  or  the  Topsfield  Elementary 
Schools. 

7.  Board  of  Assessors 

It  was  suggested  that  a  broader  tax  base  would  be  an  asset  to 
the  Town. 
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Mr.  Harpell,  in  his  presentation  to  the  Committee,  gave  cer- 
tain financial  statistics  based  on  assumptions  as  to  school 

age  population  in  the  development,  property  assessments  and 
the  projected  out-of-pocket  cost  to  the  Town.    There  was  some 
apprehension  expressed  regarding  the  financial  consequences 
to  the  town  in  the  event  that  a  zoning  change  was  granted  and 
the  project  did  not  materialize  as  anticipated. 

C.  Interview  with  Mr.  Florini,  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Community  Affairs 

The  role  of  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs  relative  to  local 
town  planning  was  discussed  at  length  with  Mr.  Florini. 

During  questioning  about  a  specific  area,  such  as  the  Mass  property, 
he  suggested  that  because  of  its  multiple  use  it  could  be  handled 
as  a  Planned  Unit  Development. 

A  literal  definition  of  a  Planned  Unit  Development  is:    Any  devel- 
opment comprised  of  separate  elements  which  has  been  planned  and 

designed  from  the  beginning  as  a  unit.    Obviously,  the  development 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Harpell  does  not  strictly  fit  the  definition  be- 

cause the  property  was  originally  planned  as  a  golf  course  and  the 
concept  as  presented  is  of  more  recent  design. 

Mr.  Florini  further  said  that  if  an  area  is  treated  as  a  Planned 
Unit  development  it  can  be  zoned  as  such  without  affecting  other 
areas  of  the  Town.  He  did  admit  that  undoubtedly  there  would  be 
pressure  from  other  developers  to  rezone  other  areas.  However,  he 
pointed  out  that  the  Planning  Board  would  be  within  their  rights 
to  decline  such  requests.  He  also  said  that  strict  building  codes 

and  performance  bonds  should  be  employed  to  the  Town's  advantage. 

D.  Site  Visitation 

Together  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning  Board,  members 
of  the  Growth  Study  Committee  visited  the  property.    Mr.  Joseph 
Mass  conducted  the  tour  of  the  property. 

The  eighteen  hole  Topsfield  Country  Club  which  surrounds  the  pro- 
posed residential  areas  was  designed  by  Robert  Trent  Jones  and 

conforms  to  PGA  standards.     It  provides  an  esthetically  attractive 
environment  for  the  proposed  dwelling  units. 

The  21  acre  town  house  site  is  the  highest  point  on  the  course  and 
would  command  an  excellent  view  for  its  residents. 

The  land  where  the  individual  homes  are  planned  slopes  gently  to 
the  northwest.    A  portion  of  this  land  was  walked  and  while  there 
is  thick  undergrowth,  it  appeared  that  the  land  could  be  developed 
into  very  attractive  home  sites. 
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Mr.  Mass  pointed  out  that  a  new  road  is  in  process  of  being  cut  to 
provide  access  to  the  Interstate  95  -  Route  1  interchange.  It 
roughly  parallels  the  present  Ferndale  Road. 

E.    Potential  Tax  Benefits 

The  mathematics  in  this  report  were  presented  by  Mr.  Harpell.  The 
figures  as  presented  have  been  adjusted  to  reflect  the  current  tax 
rate.    The  Committee  also  verified  the  incidence  of  school  age 
children  in  comparable  multiple  housing. 

A  study  was  made  by  the  Committee  to  verify  the  per  pupil  school 
cost  and  the  general  costs  used  in  the  report.    They  are  considered 
to  be  reasonably  accurate. 

TOM  HOUSES 

INCOME:    128  units  @  $30,000 
Assessment  @  751 
Tax  @  $66.00  rate 

COST:       Educational  Cost 

128  units  x  .12  children/unit  = 
16  children  @  $990 

General  Cost  -  128  units  x  $200/unit 

Total  Cost  to  Town  for  Town  Houses 

INDIVIDUAL  HOMES 

$3,840,000 
2,880,000 

190,000 

15,800 

25,600 

$  41,400 

INCOME:    60  homes  @  $60,000 
Assessment  @  75% 
Tax  @  $66.00  rate 

COST:       Educational  Cost 

1.7  children/home  x  60  units  = 
102  children  @  $990 

General  Cost  -  60  units  x  $200/unit 

Total  Cost  to  Town  for  Homes 

Town  House  Income 
Cost 
Surplus 

Individual  Home  Income 
Cost 
Surplus 

$190,000 
41,400 

$178,000 
112,980 

$3,600,000 
2,700,000 

178,000 

100,980 

12,000 

112,980 

148.600 

65,020 

Total  Surplus  to  Town 

$  213,620 
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Recommendations  -  Topsfield  Country  Club 

Subject  to  the  comments  set  forth  below,  the  Growth  Study  Committee 
recommends  that  the  Planning  Board  favorably  consider  the  matter  of 

re zoning  the  twenty- one  acres  in  question  to  permit  construction  of 
town  houses  as  described  in  this  report  and  in  the  Harpell  proposal. 
The  Committee  does  not  recommend  that  the  balance  of  sixty- seven 
acres  under  consideration  be  rezoned  to  permit  construction  of  single 
family  dwellings  on  one  acre  lots. 

With  regard  to  the  town  houses,  the  Committee's  recommendation  is 
based  on  the  following  factors: 

1.  The  land  under  consideration  is  geographically  isolated  from  the 
mainstream  of  the  Topsfield  Community.    Construction  of  higher  density 
/dwelling  units  --  i.e.  town  houses  --in  this  remote  area  should  have 
little  if  any  effect  on  the  existing  single  family  residential  charac- 

ter of  the  town. 

2.  From  a  land  use  point  of  view,  the  acreage  overlooking  a  golf 
course  is  uniquely  suited  to  a  town  house  type  of  dwelling. 

3.  Based  on  the  Town's  providing  services  for  only  schools,  police 
and  fire  protection,  the  economics  of  the  proposal  indicate  a  finan- 

cial benefit  to  the  town.    Interviews  with  Town  Officials  indicated 
that  provision  of  these  kinds  of  services  would  not  present  unusual 

or  insurmountable  problems.    This  Committee's  recommendations  regard- 
ing the  town  houses  is  made  contingent  upon  resolution  of  the  follow- 
ing kinds  of  issues  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  the  Town  and  the 

State : 

a.  Adequacy  of  sewerage  disposal  and  limitation  of  the  Town's 
liability  in  the  event  of  failure  of  a  privately  owned  disposal 
system. 

b.  Ability  of  the  Town  from  a  legal  point  of  view  to  act  on  this 
issue  alone  without  the  need  to  affect  zoning  regulations  else- 

where in  the  Town. 

c.  Adequacy  of  building  codes  for  multiple  unit  dwellings. 

d.  Implementation  of  a  conservation  easement  for  the  golf  course 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  this  land  as  an  open  space  in  per- 

petuity in  the  event  it  should  no  longer  be  used  as  a  golf  course. 

With  regard  to  the  balance  of  sixty- seven  acres,  the  Committee  be- 
lieves that  the  present  two- acre  zoning  regulations  should  be  main- 

tained.   An  arbitrary  increase  in  density  for  single  family  dwellings 
is  not  considered  to  be  in  the  balanced  best  interests  of  the  Town. 
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Recommendations  -  Long  Term  Planning 

As  the  result  of  evaluating  the  proposal  described  in  this  report,  it 
has  become  evident  to  this  Committee  that  more  comprehensive  long 
range  planning  for  the  entire  Town  is  needed.    Of  pressing  need  is  a 
broader  tax  base  for  the  Town.    This  can  perhaps  be  accomplished  by  a 
more  enlightened  attitude  toward  commercial  property.    The  explosions 
of  the  cities  are  forcing  towns  like  Topsfield  to  face  up  to  such 
realities  as  middle  income  and  old  age  housing,  apartment  complexes 
and  other  types  of  multiple  family  dwellings  such  as  town  houses. 
New  ideas  of  land  use  such  as  cluster  zoning  and  planned  unit  develop- 

ments are  not  just  textbook  concepts,  but  are  fast  becoming  accept- 
able practices  to  better  land  use.    While  it  is  believed  that  the  town 

house  proposal  at  the  Topsfield  Country  Club  can  be  treated  on  its  own 
merits  as  an  isolated  instance,  such  will  not  be  the  case  in  other 
parts  of  the  Town.    It  is  felt  that  future  proposals  for  similar  kinds 
of  developments  should  be  evaluated  in  terms  of  a  long  range  plan. 

The  Committee  believes  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Planning 
Board  to  develop  such  a  plan.    As  a  first  step  the  Committee  recom- 

mends that  the  Planning  Board  authorize  the  preparation  of  a  "Situa- 
tion Analysis".    The  purpose  of  the  analysis  would  be  to  (1)  take 

stock  of  where  we  are  today  in  terms  of  actual  land  use  and  (2)  to 
determine  the  desires  of  the  people  for  the  future  of  Topsfield. 

To  find  where  we  are  today  in  terms  of  actual  land  use,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a  Master  Map  be  prepared.    Such  a  map,  perhaps  by  means 

of  overlays,  should  illustrate  existing  land  uses  as:  residential 
housing,  commercial  and  industrial  properties,  parks,  forests,  con- 

servation areas,  flood  plains,  vacant  land,  gas,  water,  and  electric 
utilities,  schools,  churches,  libraries,  cemeteries,  recreational 
areas,  soil  survey  data,  etc. 

Concurrent  with  the  preparation  of  the  map  it  is  recommended  that  the 

"pulse  of  the  Town"  should  be  taken.    This  could  be  accomplished 
through  various  kinds  of  meetings,  surveys,  polls,  etc. 

The  Growth  Study  Committee  believes  that  it  is  possible  to  intelli- 
gently allocate  land  resources  and  anticipate  needs  rather  than  react- 

ing to  specific  requests  for  change.    As  prerequisites  for  such  an 
approach,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  thorough  comprehension  of  present 
land  usage,  a  knowledge  of  location  and  characteristics  of  undeveloped 
lands  and  an  understanding  of  the  desires  of  the  townspeople  for  the 
future  of  Topsfield. 

DAVID  F.  MILLER 
JOHN  E.  ERBLAND 
FREDERICK  C.  HARTMAN 

THOMAS  J.  WONG- GORDON  F.  GUEST 

80 



TEACHERS  DIRECTORY  -  JANUARY,  1971 

PROCTOR  SCHOOL 

Grade  or  Appoint- 
Sub ject  _        merit  College Name 

P.  Gilbert  Miller 
Shirley  A.  Joslyn 
Ann  Wi swell 
Mary  Ann  Hawkes 
Hazel  Pizza.no 
Anne  P.  Cowlea 
June  Behrens 
Martina  I .   Ev an  s 
Ann alee  Piatt 
Eleanor  G.  Becker 
Joyce  Bergs  ten 
Carolyn  Brown 
Clare  Campbell 
Pauline  K.  Cunningham 
Gloria  E.  Thurston 
Pauline  Renaud 
Bruce  Vincent 
Sallie  Wilbur 
Joan  Ford 
Kathleen  N.  Lille y 
Thorns. s  F.  Voyer 

Earl  Peabody 
Martha  Gorman 
Barbara  Smith 
Melinda  Johnson 
Dorothy  Riley 
Janet  3.  Svenson 
Susan  L.  Martin 
Iwynneth  Rudolph 
Ruth  A.  Toomey 
Barbara  Gray 
Mary  E.  Preston 
An  n  R  .   Wan  n  a  make  r 
Barbara  S.  Deyo 
Sandra  Harris 
June  C.  Rendle 
Judith  Woodman 
Janet  Rider 
Helen  L.  Webster 
Sidney  3.  Berlin 
Kathryn  Eaton 
Alfred  3.  Jones 

Principal 
I960 Kindergarten 1961 
1968 Kindergarten 

Grade 1 
1965 

Grade ]_ 

1953 

Grade 1 1970 
Grade 2 1969 

Grade 2 
1967 

Grade 2 1969 
Grade 3 1966 Grade 1970 
Grade 

1968 Grade k 1951 
Grade h 

1959 

196k 
Grade h 
Grade 5 1970 
Grade 5 

1965 

Grade 5 1956 
Grade 6 1961 Grade 6 

1965 

Grade 6 
1962 

STEWARD  SCHOOL 

Princa 
.pal 1968 Kindergarten 1966 

Kindergarten 
1968 Grade 1 1969 

Grade 1 1958 
Grade 1 

1961 Grade 2 
1965 

1969 Grade 2 
Grade 2 

I960 Grade 3 
1969 

Grade 3 
1961+ 

Grade 3 
1967 

Grade k 
1969 

Grade k 
1969 

Grade h 

196^ 

Gr  ade 5 1970 
Grade p 

1969 

Grade 5 

1957 

Grade 6 1969 

Grade 6 1969 

Grade 6 
I960 

Boston  University 
Plymouth  State  Coll. 
Univ. of  Massachusetts 
Gorham  State  Coll. 
Worcester  State  Coll. 
Boston  University 
Boston  University 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Boston  State  Coll. 
Simmons  College 
Univ.   of  Cincinnati 
Gordon  College 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Northeastern  Univ. 
Tufts  College 
Harvard  University 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Sargent  College 
Smith  College 
Siena  College 
Salem  State  Coll. 

Washington  State  Coll. 
Colby  College 
Univ.   of  Michigan 
Boston  University 
Rhode  Island  College 
Lesley  College 
Lesley  College 
Louisiana  State  Coll. 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Radcliffe  College 

Bridgewater  State  Coll 
Ladycliff  College 
Asbury  College 
Gordon  College 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Salem  State  Coll. 

Bridgewater  State  Coll 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Castleton  TeachersColl 
Wesleyan  College 
Northeastern  Univ. 
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SPECIALISTS 

Mary  S .  Schacle 
Alice  P.  Boffetti 
Theodore  Michell 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 
Jill  MacDonald 
Mary  Phillips 
Lois  Crane 
Elizabeth  Weston 
Ruth  Barnard 
Ruth  M.  Bell 

Art 
Mu  sic 
Ins  tr .Mu  s ic 
Phys .Educ . 
Phys . Educ . Reading 

SAG 

3p  e  e  ch School  Nurs 
Cafe  Suprv. 

196? 
196k 

1968 
1967 

1969 

I960 
1962 1970 
1947 

1959 

Wheelock  College 
N.E.  Conservatory 
Boston  Conservator 
Boston  University 
Iowa  State  Univ. 
Castleton  College 
Boston  University 

San  Diego  State" Beverly  Hospital 

Enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1970 

Grades Boys Girls Total 

K 

50 

69 
119 

1 
68 

56 

121+ 

2 

83 

58 

11*1 

3 73 

61* 

1  17 

k 86 88 

171+ 

5 

87 

6^ 

151 
6 77 

59 

136 

982 
School  Census 

As  of  October    1,  1970 

Number  between  5  and  7  years  of  age 
Number  between  7  and  II4  years  of  age 
Number  between  li|  and  16  years  of  age 
Number  between  16  and  21  years  of  age 

Boys 

130 

581 

11+6 

135 

992 

Girls 139 

U39 

137 

121 
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NO -SCHOOL  SIGNAL 

No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WBZ, 
VJEEI,WHDH,   WESX,   WMLO,   ana  WHAV  between  7:00  and  7:30  a.m. 
if  there  is  no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regard- 

ing "No  School"  are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent 
for  the  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  only.  Announcements 
for  the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the 

Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  "Masconomet 
Regional  High  School". 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  wil]   be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  a.m.   to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes    (grades  Kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal   at  10:55  a.m.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,   parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgement  in  sending  their 
children   to  school. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNIZATION 

The  law  now  requires  vaccination  against  small  pox  and 
immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 
measles,   and  poliomyelitis     as  a  condition  of  school 
attendance.     A  child  may  be  admitted  upon  certification  by 
a  physician  that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be  endan- 

gered by  such  vaccination  or  immunizations.     Parents  are 
requested  to  attend  to  this  matser  prior  to  the  spring 
registration  for  Kindergarten  and  Grade  One  if  possible. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Topsfield,  Massachusetts 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Thomas  C.  Leonard,  Chairman 
Donald  H.  Cox,  Vice -Chairman 
Dr.  James  R.  Collins 
Mrs.  Barbara  3.  Hartford 
Willard  Spring 

Term  Expires  1971 
Term  Expires  1973 
Term  Expires  1971 
Term  Expires  1972 
Term  Expires  1972 

SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OPERATION 

Meetings  of  the  Topsfield  School  Committer  are 
regularly  held  in  the  Proctor  School  Library.     The  regu- 

lar meetings  are  scheduled  for  8:00  p.m.  on  the  first  and 
third  Mondays  of  each  month  throughout  the  year.  Meet- 

ings are  open  to  the  public.     Town  officials  and  inter- 
ested citizens  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  meetings. 

Those  individuals  or  groups  who  would  like  to  have  an 
item  placed  on  the  agenda  for  consideration  by  the 
committee  are  requested  to  refer  the  matter  in  writing  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.    Executive  sessions  are 
seldom  held  and  then  only  in  matters  requiring  privacy 
and  consistent  with  the  open  meeting  statute.     There  has 
been  some  press  coverage  and  accounts  of  committee  actions 
have  been  reported  in  the  local  newspapers.    In  the  event 
of  special  meetings  or  changes  in  the  dates  of  regular 
meetings,  a  notice  giving  this  information  is  posted  in 
the  Town  Hall.     During  1970  the  committee  held  a  total  of 
twenty-two  regular  meetings. 

The  Committee  endeavors  to  maintain  a  liaison 
with  other  groups  having  related  interests  in  local  public 
education.     To  that  end  various  members  serve  on  other 
committees:    J.  Collins,  B.  Hartford,  and  T.  Leonard  are 
members  of  the  Topsf ield-Boxf ord  School  Union  Committee; 
D.  Cox  is  a  member  of  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee;  B.  Hartford  and  W.  Spring  are  repre- 

sentatives to  the  Future  Considerations  Subcommittee; 
J.  Collins  is  a  member  of  the  Regionalization  Planning 
Committee;  W.  Spring  serves  on  the  Regional  Vocational- 
Technical  School  Planning  Committee;  J.  Collins  is  a 
member  of  the  Town  Insurance  Committee. 
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FINANCIAL 

In  the  development  of  the  1971  budget,  the 
School  Committee  has  endeavored  to  take  into  full  account 
the  problem  of  rising  demands  upon  the  local  tax  dollar 
in  conjunction  with  continuing  inflation  and  rising  unem- 

ployment.   However,  in  the  initial  development  of  the  new 
budget  the  committee  was  faced  with  an  unavoidable  built- 
in  increase.     This  built-in  increase  was  the  result  of 
salary  increases  and  normal  salary  increments  granted  to 
take  effect  in  September,  1970.    Only  31$  of  the  increase 
was  reflected  in  the  1970  Budget;  the  full  100$  must  be 
provided  in  the  1971  Budget.     This  built-in  increase 
totaled  $39,000.00  or  a  6.5$  rise  over  the  1970  Budget. 
Beyond  this  built-in  increase,  every  effort  was  made  to 
hold  further  increases  to  minimal  levels.     The  provision 
of  new  or  additional  services  was  strictly  curtailed. 
Consideration  of  salary  increases  to  begin  in  September 
1971  was    limited  to  percentages  consistent  with  the  in- 

crease in  the  consumer  price  index. 

The  continuing  stabilization  of  pupil  enrollment 
has  been  helpful  in  holding  the  budget  increase  to  a  lower 
range  than  has  been  the  case  in  recent  years.  The  average 
pupil  enrollment  rose  from  927  in  1967,  to  961  in  1968,  to 
970  in  1969,  and  held  at  968  during  1970.  A  small  increase 
to  985  has  been  projected  for  1 971  • 

Changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  as  noted  below: 

Account 
Approp . 

1970 
Budget 
1971 

Increase Percent 
Change 

Administration 
$  19508 $  20890 $  1382 

7.08$ 

Instruction 
456396 495926 39530 

8.66$ 

Other  School  Services 14-7563 
49727 

21  64 

4.55$ 

Oper.  &  Maintenance 
of  Plant 62978 

66913 
3935 

6.25$ 

Community  Services 
2707 

3200 493 

18.21$ 

Acquisition  of  Fixed 
Assets 

1475 

1482 
7 

.05$ 

Programs  with  Other 
Communities 2105 

422?. 
1130 ,2.64^ 

TOTAL 
$593732 

$642373 
$  48641 

8.19$ 
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As  is  generally  the  case,  the  greatest  increase 
is  found  in  the  Instruction  Account.    The  $39530  increase 
in  this  account  represents  81%  of  the  total  budget  in- 

crease of  $i|.86l|.1  and  reflects  almost  entirely  increases 
in  salaries.    These  factors  contribute  to  the  increase: 

a)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  a  higher 
salary  schedule,  effective  in  September, 
1970. 

b)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  annual  salary 
increments,  effective  in  September,  1970. 

c)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September  - 
December,  1971  of  a  higher  salary  schedule, 
to  be  effective  in  September,  1 971  • 

d)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September  - 
December,  1971*  of  annual  salary  increments, 
to  be  effective  in  September,  1 971 • 

e)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  additional 
speech  service,  effective  in  September,  1970 
and  the  addition  of  a  half-time  reading 
specialist,  to  be  effective  in  September, 
1971. 

Comments  on  ©  her  significant  changes  follow: 

a)  An  increase  of  $7lj-0  in  the  Principals 1  Other 
Expense  Account  reflects  the  petty  cash 
account  for  teachers,  set  up  by  the  1969 
collective  bargaining  agreement. 

b)  The  increase  of  $1 23l\.  in  the  Library  Clerical 
Account  reflects  a  move  from  a  clerical  level 
salary  toward  a  professional  level  salary. 

c)  An  increase  in  the  Fuel  Account  of  $900  was 
required  by  the  recent  increase  in  prices. 
The  current  prices  per  barrel  of  the  two 
grades  of  heavy  fuel  oil  are  $lj..96  and  $1^.20. 
These  compare  with  last  yearfs  prices  of 
$2.95  and  $2.05. 

d)  An  increase  of  $600  in  the  Waste  Removal 
Account  was  brought  about  by  requirement  of 
pumping  septic  tanks  annually,  and  the  need 
for  one  rubbish  collection  weekly  in  addition 
to  the  one  collection  under  the  town  program. 
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e)    An  increase  of  $1130  in  the  Elementary 
Tuition  Program  reflects  added  commitments 
to  send  handicapped  children  to  special 
classes  in  neighboring  towns. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  in  1970  was  968, 
Therefore,  the  gross  per  pupil  cost,  excluding  any  reim- 

bursements, based  upon  the  appropriation  of  $593 $  732  was 
$613.36.     The  1971  Budget  of  $61*2,373  divided  by  the  pro- 

jected average  enrollment  of  985  yields  a  per  pupil  cost 
of  $652.16. 

Note  should  be  taken  of  the  significant  increase 
in  statewide  aid  for  public  education  received  by  the  Town 
during  1970.    Under  the  full  funding  act,  Chapter  70  re- 

ceipts for  general  aid  to  education  during  1 970  in 
Topsfield  are  estimated  at  $372,000  as  compared  with  re- 

ceipts of  $172,616  in  1969-     In  addition,  receipts  from 
various  categorical  reimbursements,  such  as  transportation 
special  education,  and  vocational  education  will  show  a 
small  increase  as  well. 

The  1970  Budget,  expenditures  for  1970,  and  the 
1971  Budget  are  shown  in  detail  below: 

ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee 
Salary  of  Clerk 
Other  Expense 

Superintendent T  s  Office 
Salary 
Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other 
Travel -in-state 
Travel  out-of-state 

Budget 

1970 

300 

400 

10678 6707 

760 
100 
387 
176 

TOT" 

Expenditures 
1970 

323-31 

10912.98 
6798.96 

773.12 203.08 298.8I4. 

152.82 
19ij.63.11 

INSTRUCTION 
Supervision 

Budget 

L2Z3 

300 

400 

11213 

7379 

835 

200 
387 
176 

20H90 

Audio -Visual  Consult. 

300 
300.00 

300 

Rinehart  Handwriting 1100 1000.00 1100 
Principals 
Salaries 

26517 26364.44 
28768 

Salaries,  secretarial 
7W+0 7529.31 

8071 

Supplies 

664 

801 .77 
725 

Other  Expense 160 
39.32 

900 

Teaching 

Salaries  -  Regular 
3687M 

361777.84 
394046 -  Specialists 

181^51 19651  .35 2k992 

-  Substitute 

5760 
7754.00 

6600 

-  Spec. Tutors 
i|00 337.50 

889 
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Supplies  and  Materials  $ 
General  5300 
Cons  um.  Ins  true.  Mat  1  Is.  J4.OOI4. 
Physical  Education  lj.00 
Music  100 
Remedial  Reading  100 
Perceptually -handicapped  100 
Workshop  &  Conf .  Exp.  3500 
Reading  Supr. -Travel  80 
Summer  School-Salaries  1250 
Summer  School-Supplies  100 

Textbook  Program 
Basic  &  Supplemental  31  66 
Remedial  Reading  200 
Music  50 

Library  Services 
Consultant  &  Clerical 
Supplies  &  Materials 
Other  -  Librarian  Travel 

Audio -Visual  Program 
Supplies  &  Materials 

Guidance  Services 
Supplies  &  Materials 

Psychological  Services 
Salary  -  Tester 

Educational  Television 
Supplies  and  Materials 

OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
Attendance  Offieer 
School  Adjustment  Couns 
Other  Exp. -SAL  Travel 

Health  Services 

Salary  -  Nurse 
Salary  -  Physician 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other  -  Nurse  Travel 

Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 
Regular 
Special  Classes 
Educational  Trips 
Vocational 

Pood  Services 

Salary  -  Cafeteria  Mgr. 
Salary  -  Lunchroom 

0FERA 
OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE  OF  PI  - m 
Operation  of  Plant 
Custodial  Services 
Supplies  and  Materials 

Heating  -  Buildings 
Oil 
Gas  -  Proctor 

5920.22 3619.93 
1+33.1+5 161 .67 
179.33 

31+8.29 2567.61+ 

77.00 
1250.00 12.70 

1+635.09 23.07 

5788 
I4.OOO 

I4.OO 
200 

150 
150 

3280 

80 

1250 

100 

3900 

100 

155 

¥>1k 
275 

1+907-52 

1+02.11 

5908 

80 

600 
OOO.27 

600 

82^ 

793.99 

921+ 

1500 1650.00 
1500 

61l0 63^.75 

6ii.5 

1+56396 14-53976.50 
1+95926 

10 6600 

50 

10.00 

6586.08 

53.00 

10 7068 

50 

7130 860 

75 

7153.82 860.00 
133.51+ 
aft  )■  £ 

7613 

900 

75 

I  UU 

15814.0 
2633 

1270 

300 

16032.00 2083.50 

1560.78 181 .50 

I6I4IJ.I 

2520 

II4.OO 

300 

1±1  60 8535 

mil PLANT 

1+1 60.00 7865.50 
1+0776.17 

1+1  60 9090 1+9727 

32050 2650 38696.70 

3293.88 32982 

3100 
6600 

1500 

66If.9.^9 

1559.37 

7500 

1850 
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Utility  Services 
Light  and  Power 
Water 

Telephones  -  Schools 
Telephones  -  Admin. 

Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 
Care  of  Grounds 
Waste  Removal 

Other  (Re pair -Equip) 
Maintenance  of  Buildings 
Repair  and  Upkeep 
Specific 
Emergency 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 
Schools  -  Specific 
Schools  -  Emergency 
Administrative  Office 

8580 

590 

1  080 
235 

8^11.35 

580.80 1 1 91+..27 
201 .56 

8580 

590 

1 278 

255 

3700 

500 

50 

3352.93 
951 .85 
237.52 

3700 

1 1 00 

50 

321^5 

1700 

32i;5 

1700 
315 1  25 

58 

6297^ 

75^.05 51  .95 

73l6l  .68 

800 
1  25 

66913 

COMMUNI TY.  SERVICES 
Civic  Activities 
Reimburse. Janitor  Sal.          1832  1 682.I4.2  2200 

Summer  Playground 
Salaries                                    775  850.00  900 
Supplies  &  Materials               100  100.29  100 

2707  2632.71  3200 

ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 
Schools                                     1|.00  121k.J±2  I4.OO 
Library  (new/add.)                   975  1106.60  982 
Replacement  of  Equipment        1 00    1 00 

H75  2321 .02  TTjM 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 

Tuition  -  Elementary             1 500  1681.60  2630 
Tuition  -  Vocational             1 14.3O  lllf.8.67  1l*.30 
Tuition  -  Adult  Education      175  1 26 . 00  175 

3105  2956.27  5235 

GRAND  TOTALS  $593732        $601311  .ll6  $61i2373 

COLLECTIVE  BARGAINING 

Chapter  llj.9*  Section  1 78I  conveys  upon  public 
employees  the  right  of  collective  bargaining.     Under  the 
provision  of  this  act  the  ̂ opsfield  School  Committee  recog- 

nized the  Topsfield  Teachers1  Association  as  the  designated 
bargaining  group  for  the  local  teachers.     The  Topsfield 
Teachers1  Association  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers f  Association  and  the  National  Education  Assoc- 
iation. 
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Generally,  amicable  and  productive  rounds  of 
bargaining  have  been  held  during  the  past  five  years  under 
the  provisions  of  the  statute.    Agreement  was  reached  on 
January  11,  1 971 ,  ending  the  current  round  of  negotiations. 
The  new  Agreement  includes  two  significant  factors.  The 
first  is  a  new  end-of -career  policy,  which  reads  as  folr 
lows* 

"To  qualify  for  the  provisions  of  this  policy 
a  professional  staff  member  must  have  completed 
ten  (10)  years  of  service  in  the  Topsfield 
Elementary  Schools  and  have  furnished  to  the 
Superintendent  no  later  than  April  fifteenth  05) 
written  verification  of  application  with  the 
State  Retirement  Board  of  intent  to  retire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  full  school  year. 

"Upon  receipt  of  such  notice  a  sum  of  money  equal 
to  the  product  of  two  thirds  (2/3)  of  one  (1) 
percent,  the  number  of  years  in  Topsfield,  and 
the  teacher1 s  current  salary,  as  determined  by 
the  Topsfield  Teachers1  Association  and  Topsfield 
School  Committee  Agreement,  will  be  added  to  the 

individuals  annual  salary." 

The  second  major  factor  is  a  new  basic  salary 
schedule,  effective  September  1,  1971*  sls  follows: 

Step B 

1 
7150 2 
7350 3 
7550 7850 

% 8150 
6 8k50 
7 8800 
8 

9200 
9 9600 

10 10000 
11 10k00 
12 10800 13 

B+12 B+2k 

7250 71+50 
71+50 7650 
7650 7850 7950 8150 
8250 81|.50 
8550 8750 
8900 

9100 
9300 9500 
9700 9900 10100 10300 

10500 10700 
10900 11100 

M 
M+12 

7650 7750 

7850 

7950 
8050 8150 

8350 
81^50 

8650 
8750 

8950 
9050 

9300 9U.00 
9700 9800 101 00 10200 

1 0500 10600 
10900 11000 
11300 11k00 
11700 1l600 

Prof. 
M+2k  Cert. 

7950    81 50 81 50  8350 
8350  8550 
8650  8850 
8950    91 50 
9250  9li50 
9600  9800 

10000  10200 
10k00  10600 
10800  11000 
11200  11k00 
11600  11800 
12000  12200 

In  comparison  with  the  current  schedule,  this 
new  schedule  provides  for  a  $150  increase  in  the  beginning 
salary  step  and  a  $l±00  increase  at  the  final  step  on  the 
bachelor's  degree  schedules.     It  also  provides  an  addi- 

tional $100  differential  for  teachers  on  the  master's 
degree  schedules.     The  average  percentage  of  increase  for 
an  individual  staff  member  is  estimated  at  5*9$,  including 
annual  step  increments. 
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Representing  the  Topsfield  Teachers'  Association 
were  Mr.  Thomas  Voyer,  Chairman;  Mrs,  Dorothy  Riley; 
Mrs,  Elizabeth  Salt;  and  Mrs.  Ann  R.  Wannamaker.  The 
bargaining  team  for  the  School  Committee  was  Mr.  Willard 
Spring,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Barbara  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Donald 
Cox. 

SCHOOL  FACILITIES 

The  elementary  school  pupils  in  Topsfield  are 
currently  enjoying  a  most  adequate  physical  plant.  All 
pupils  are  housed  in  adequate  to  excellent  facilities. 
Average  class  size  is  very  favorable  with  large  classes 
found  only  at  the  fourth  grade  level  in  each  school.  All 
regular  classrooms  at  both  schools  are  in  regular  use; 
however,  the  apparent  stabilization  of  the  pupil  enroll- 

ment during  the  past  two  years  hopefully  will  continue 
and  postpone  the  need  for  additional  facilities  for  some 
time  to  come.     Current  enrollment  projections  show 
virtually  no  growth  for  the  next  three  years.  However, 
projections  are  estimates  at  best.     Changing  economic 
conditions,  changing  social  conditions,  or  new  zoning 
legislation  could  radically  affect  this  welcome  enrollment 
plateau.     In  spite  of  the  lack  of  an  immediate  need  for 
additional  facilities,  the  Topsfield  School  Committee 
urges  that  a  site  for  a  third  school  be  acquired.  Addi- 

tions do  not  seem  feasible  for  either  school  plant.  More 
suitable  sites  are  available  now  at  a  lower  cost  than 
will  be  the  case  in  the  future.     The  investigation  and 
acquisition  of  a  future  school  site  can  be  carried  on  now 
much  more  efficiently  and  economically  than  would  be  the 
case  under  the  pressure  of  immediate  need. 

The  usual  program  of  plant  maintenance  has  been 
carried  on  during  the  year.     The  major  item  was  the  paint- 

ing of  the  complete  exterior  trim  of  the  Proctor  School 
and  the  exterior  trim  of  the  older  section  of  the  Steward 
School.    Also  some  interior  painting  was  completed  at  the 
Proctor  School.    Entered  into  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  Town  Insurance  Committee  was  a  contract  for  regular 
quarterly  inspections  of  the  fire  alarm  systems  at  both 
schools . 

CURRICULUM  AND  INSTRUCTION 

During  1970  full  consideration  was  given  to  the 
question  of  reporting  pupil  progress  to  parents.     In  the 
course  of  this  consideration,  a  comprehensive  survey  was 
made  of  teacher  and  parent  attitudes  toward  the  report 
card  which  has  been  in  use  during  the  past  several  years. 
Following  a  series  of  meetings,  some  including  staff 
members  and  other  including  parents  as  well,  a  decision 
was  reached  to  modify  extensively  the  kindergarten  report 
and  primary  report.     The  kindergarten  report  in  fact  has 
become  a  conference  memorandum  in  that  a  planned  schedule 
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of  parent  conferences  is  carried  on  twice  a  year  in  place 
of  the  issuance  of  semiannual  reports.    The  conference 
memorandum  does  give  the  parents  a  written  record  of  sig- 

nificant points  made  during  the  conference. 

The  main  thrust  of  the  change  in  the  primary 
progress  report  was  to  provide  more  meaningful  information 
to  the  parents,  to  reduce  the  undue  emphasis  placed  on 
academic  marks  at  such  an  early  age,  and  to  minimize  the 
possibility  of  the  development  of  a  negative  self-image, 
which  unfortunately  has  developed  on  the  part  of  some 
young  children  as  a  result  of  poor  marks  on  report  cards. 
Among  the  changes  were  the  elimination  of  marks  in  the 
subjects  of  music,  art  and  physical  education.    Also  elim- 

inated were  separate  marks  for  spelling  and  penmanship. 
These  subjects  are  now  included  as  sub -categories  under 
language  arts.    Substituted  for  the  previous  five-letter 
system  x*ere  three  marks:    above -average,  average,  and 
below-average.    Moreover,  in  the  subject  of  reading,  two 
such  marks  are  given,  one  relating  the  child* s  progress 
to  progress  within  the  entire  grade,  and  the  other  relat- 

ing his  progress  to  progress  within  his  individual  "reading group.    It  was  further  planned  that  the  first  and  third 
quarter  progress  reports  would  be  issued  to  parents  in 
conjunction  with  a  scheduled  program  of  parent -teacher 
conferences  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  amplifying  the 
information  presented  on  the  progress  report  and  for  the 
immediate  answering  of  questions  by  parents  relative  to 
interpretation  of  the  marks  or  comments.     Initial  reaction 
to  these  changes  at  the  first  marking  period  seemed  highly 
favorable.     The  progress  report  for  upper  grade  pupils 
remains  basically  unchanged  for  the  present. 

The  continuing  program  of  curriculum  revision 
centered  in  the  fields  of  social  studies,  mathematics, 
health  and  safety,  and  English.     The  social  studies 
curriculum  for  the  kindergarten  through  the  fourth  grade 
was  completely  rewritten.     Plans  now  call  for  the  revision 
of  the  program  for  the  two  upper  grades  during  1971-  This 
revision  was  the  result  of  efforts  made  by  a  committee  of 
teachers  and  administrators  working  during  the  school  year 
and  during  the  summer.     A  corollary  to  this  revision  of 
the  curriculum  was  the  selection  of  a  new  social  studies 
textbook  for  grades  three  and  four.    It  is  expected  that 
new  textbooks  will  be  selected  for  grades  five  and  six 
in  1 971 •     The  new  textbooks  and  curriculum  guide  deal 
with  social  studies  as  a  broad  study,  embracing  strands 
of  history,  geography,  economics,  and  sociology.  This 
curriculum  revision  is  considered  as  tentative,  with 
further  changes  expected  after  a  year  of  use.    Also  under 
consideration  in  connection  with  this  continuing  revision 
is  the  development  of  a  more  structured  program  to 
consider  the  question  of  minority  groups  and  race  rela- 

tions.   No  ready  solutions  for  such  a  program  are  readily 
available  and  there  is  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
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the  proper  approach  which  should  be  followed.     In  re- 
sponse to  a  proposal  put  forth  by  the  Human  Rights  Council 

pilot  programs  are  now  being  undertaken  in  classrooms  in 
Topsfield  and  Boxford  to  experiment  with  the  intergroup 
relations  curriculum  developed  by  the  Lincoln  Pilene 
Center  of  Tufts  University, 

In  the  area  of  health  and  safety  a  staff  commit- 
tee rewrote  that  program  as  an  integral  portion  of  a 

broadened  science  curriculum.     Much  of  health  instruction 
is  closely  related  to  the  study  of  living  things  in 
natural  science  and  there  is  a  natural  coordination  be- 

tween safe  behavior  and  scientific  living.     Developed  were 
five  units  to  be  used  in  the  intermediate  grades,  three  of 
these  touching  topics  either  new  to  our  curriculum  or 
currently  of  some  public  discussion.     One  such  unit  at  the 
fifth  grade  level  deals  with  the  topic  of  the  human  body. 
More  particularly,  this  unit  deals  with  all  systems  of 
the  body,  including  the  previously-ignored  reproductive 
system.     The  treatment  of  this  particular  topic  will  be 
introductory  in  nature.     It  is  felt  that  this  subject  can 
be  most  appropriately  handled  within  the  framework  of  the 
study  of  the  human  body  as  a  whole.     In  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  some  questions  as  to  the  appropriateness  of 
the  topic  at  the  elementary  school  level,  parents  of  fifth 
graders  will  be  advised  in  advance  as  to  when  this  partic- 

ular topci  will  be  taught,  will  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  view  the  texts  and  audio -visual  materials,  and  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  have  their  child  absent  himself 
from  this  instruction  should  the  parent  so  desire.  It 
was  felt  most  appropriate  to  present  the  study  of  the 
reproductive  system  at  the  fifth  grade  level  because  it  is 
particularly  pertinent  to  the  needs  of  children  approach- 

ing puberty,  a  need  which  unfortunately  is  not  met  else- 
where for  many  children.     At  this  time  the  child  is  ex- 

tremely curious,  alert,  and  eager  to  know  about  himself 
and  the  changes  that  are  taking  place  within  himself. 
This  natural  curiosity  can  be  used  to  good  advantage  by 
an  instructional  program  which  covers  all  the  body  systems, 
placing  each  in  its  proper  perspective.     It  is  felt  that 
the  classroom  offers  the  opportunity  for  this  presentation 
to  be  made  objectively  and  in  a  dignified  way.  Emphasis 
will  be  placed  on  the  fact  that  children  should  seek  from 
their  parents  answers  to  questions  beyond  the  realm  of 
appropriate  discussion  in  the  classroom.     Efforts  will  be 
made  to  help  the  pupil  to  appreciate  the  wonder  of  his 
body*  to  develop  an  attitude  of  respect  toward  himself 
s nd  others,  and  to  gain  a  greater  understanding  of  the 
mores  of  society  in  this  regard. 

A  second  unit  dealing  with  a  somewhat  sensitive 
issue  is  a  sixth  grade  unit  on  sociological  problems 
more  especially  the  misuse  of  tobacco,  alcohol,  and  drugs. 
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A  guiding  concept  is  that  full  knowledge  about  tobacoo, 
alcohol,  and  drugs,  and  the  consequences  of  their  use  and 
misuse,  can  result  in  the  development  of  desirable  habits 
and  the  conservation  of  the  individuals  health.  Another 
sixth  grade  unit  deals  with  community  health.     This  topic 
is  not  new,  but  the  current  interest  in  the  environmental 
problem  creates  a  natural  impetus  for  the  consideration 
of  community  health  and  makes  it  a  matter  of  real  rele- 

vancy.   Included  within  this  study  will  be  a  consideration 
of  the  safe -guarding  of  the  community' s  water  supply,  the 
treatment  of  household  and  industrial  wastes,  the  pro- 

tection of  food  supplies,  the  control  of  disease -spreading 
agents,  and  the  control  of  air  pollution. 

In  other  curriculum  work,  both  the  arithmetic 
guide  and  the  English  guide  were  brought  up  to  date.  The 
English  guide  was  rewritten  in  terms  of  specific  behav- 

ioral objectives,  as  opposed  to  the  previous  approach  of 
statements  of  concepts  and  skills  to  be  studied.     In  such 
areas  as  grammar  and  creative  writing,  the  expectations 
for  each  pupil  at  each  grade  level  are  stated  in  terms  of 
simple,  specific  behaviors  that  the  child  should  be  able 
to  accomplish  as  a  result  of  the  instruction.     This  new 
format  should  make  possible  more  direct  planning  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  to  accomplish  the  specified  object- 

ives and  should  also  provide  a  much  better  vehicle  for 
evaluation  of  the  attainments  of  the  pupil  at  the 
completion  of  the  instruction. 

The  mathematics  curriculum  guide  was  increased 
by  the  addition  of  new  sections  at  the  intermediate  grade 
level  for  those  children  who  are  working  at  a  below-aver- 

age level.    New  textbooks  designed  for  use  with  these 
pupils  were  put  into  use  during  1970;  the  use  of  these 
books  and  the  new  objectives  to  be  attained  by  these 
children  are  clearly  outlined  in  these  new  sections  of 
the  guide. 

The  curriculum  of  any  school  system  must  be  a 
dynamic  and  changing  process  rather  than  a  fixed  structure. 
The  developments  of  the  past  year  are  typical  of  this 
continuing  process.     Plans  are  now  in  process  for  further 
development  in  social  studies,  health,  in  reading  and  in 
the  statement  of  aims  and  objectives  of  the  system.     It  is 
recognized  that  much  needs  to  be  done  now  and  that  much 
will  always  remain  to  be  done.    Within  the  limitation  of 
the  resources  that  any  small  system  faces,  continuing 
efforts  will  be  made  to  keep  the  curriculum  abreast  of 
emerging  needs  and  changing  times. 

STUDENTS 

The  School  Committee  adopted  in  1969  a  flexible 
entering  age  policy,  which  will  become  fully  operative  in 
the  1971-1972  school  year.     The  policy  reads: 
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Age  of  Admission  -  Children  entering  Kindergarten 
must  reach  their  fifth  birthday  by  October  31st  of  the 
year  in  which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  fifth  birthday  in  the 
three -month  period  immediately  following  (N0vember  1 
through  January  31  )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful 
completion  of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the 
school  system.     The  decision  of  the  school  administration 
will  be  final  and  binding. 

Children  entering  Grade  One  without  previous 
successful  public  school  kindergarten  experience  must 
reach  their  sixth  birthday  by  October  31st  of  the  year  in 
which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  sixth  birthday  in  the 
three-month  period  immediately  following  (November  1 
through  January  31 )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful 
completion  of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the 
school  system.     The  decision  of  the  school  administration 
will  be  final  and  binding. 

Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from 
other  school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions  : 

1 )  the  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
accredited  school  system. 

2)  in  every  case,  the  admission  of  underage 
children  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness 
of  the  child  to  profit  by  the  appropriate  grade 
program  of  the  Topsfield  Public  Schools,  such 
fitness  to  be  determined  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools. 

3)  all  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  (1)  term. 

The  above  policy  was  first  put  into  operation  for 
the  1970-1971   school  year  on  a  limited  basis.  Several 
children  born  in  the  three  month  period  from  November  1 
through  January  31  were  screened  for  admission,  according 
to  procedures  which  had  been  established  by  the  adminis- 

tration.    First  indications  were  that  the  screening  pro- 
cedures appeared  to  be  quite  effective  in  identifying 

those  children  for  whom  early  entrance  to  school  would 
carry  with  it  a  significant  probability  of  difficulty  or 
failure.     It  is  the  ultimate  objective  of  this  flexible 
entering  age  policy  to  admit  some  children  earlier  than 
might  have  been  the  case  in  view  of  their  academic  apti- 

tude and  level  of  maturation;  and  conversely,  to  delay 
school  entrance  for  one  year  for  those  children  whose 
lack  of  maturity  or  readiness  for  a  formal  school  program 
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would  make  highly  questionable  their  chance  of  success. 
There  is  much  to  gain  with  such  children  if  they  can  avoid 
a  first  year  of  school  experience,  which  for  them  would  be 
one  of  frustration  and  a  feeling  of  failure.  Parental 
cooperation  and  understanding  in  this  matter  have  been 
extremely  helpful,  redounding  to  the  benefit  of  the  chil- 

dren involved. 

THE  SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM 

The  school  lunch  program  continued  to  be  a  sig- 
nificant aspect  of  the  total  school  program.    Between  sixty 

and  seventy  percent  of  our  pupils  normally  eat  the  Class  A 
school  lunch  and  thereby  have  the  benefits  of  a  well- 
balanced,  nourishing  meal  each  noontime.    During  the  past 
two  years  the  rising  tide  of  supply  costs  and  labor  costs, 
both  consistent  with  the  national  inflationary  trend, 
brought  about  the  necessity  for  raising  the  price  of  the 
lunch  from  $.2f>  to  $.30,  the  first  price  increase  in  over 
a  decade.     Substantial  operating  losses  over  a  period  of 
two  years,  brought  the  cafeteria  cash  account  to  such  a 
low  point  that  no  acceptable  alternative  existed.  Since 
the  price  increase ,  the  program  has  been  able  to  operate 
at  a  very  slight  profit  for  the  past  several  months. 
Hopefully,  this  new  trend  will  continue  and  the  school 
lunch  program  will  be  able  to  operate  without  another 
price  increase  or  further  subsidization  of  the  program 
with  local  funds. 

Adopted  recently  was  a  new  and  comprehensive 
policy  governing  the  provision  of  free  or  reduced-price 
lunches.     This  new  policy  was  given  wide  press  release 
and  copies  were  forwarded  to  all  parents.     It  sets 
specific  guidelines  as  to  eligibility  and  procedures  for 
application  and  has  resulted  in  nearly  doubling  the  number 
of  pupils  receiving  a  fre«  lunch. 

In  an  attempt  to  bring  about  greater  economy,  the 
Boxford,  Middleton,  Topsfield  and  Masconomet  districts 
recently  sought  bids  for  the  provision  of  standard  items 
of  food  and  supplies  on  a  unified  basis  in  the  hope  that 
larger-scale  buying  would  result  in  lower  costs.  Beginning 
in  January  1971*  some  luch  program  items  will  be  pur- 

chased from  one  vendor  on  the  basis  of  the  competitive 
bids  submitted.    While  the  initial  bids  did  not  bring  the 
kind  of  savings  which  had  been  hoped  for,  nevertheless  it 
does  represent  a  discernible  step  in  the  direction  of 
greater  economy.    It  is  expected  that  further  unified 
bidding  will  be  attempted  with  some  modifications  in 
procedures  to  bring  about  greater  potential  savings. 

The  annual  financial  statement  for  the  school 
lunch  program  follows: 
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1969-1970  School  Year 

Receipts 
Sales  $  27, 472. 12 
U.S.D.A.      11 .670.05 

$  39,152.17 

Expenditures 
Pood  $  20,552.06 
Labor  1 7,02l|..l*2 
Equipment 
Other  2.505*68  kO.082.16 

NET  LOSS  $  939.99 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Ruth  Barnard,  School 
Nurse,  and  Doctor  Clarence  Thornton,  School  Physician,  a 
comprehensive  school  health  program  is  carried  on,  es- 

pecially in  those  areas  relating  to  school  progresB.  The 
height  and  weight  of  each  child  is  recorded  annually. 
Care  is  provided  to  ill  or  injured  children  until  their 
parents  can  assume  the  responsibility  for  them. 

Other  services  provided  during  the  past  year 
include : 

Physical  Examinations  -  72  pupils, 
3  referrals 

Audiometer  Tests  -  All  pupils, 
6  referrals 

Vision  Tests  -  All  pupils, 
L|_0  referrals 

Tuberculosis  Tine  Tests  -  52  pupils 

32  staff Rubella  Vaccine  (German  Measles)  J4.6O  pupils 
Influenza  Vaccine  -  I4J4.  staff 

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES 

Frequent  and  regular  use  is  made  of  the  two  school 
plants  for  a  variety  of  community  purposes.     The  Proctor 
School  and  Steward  School  baCL  diamonds  are  used  by  the 
Masconomet  Junior  Varsity,  the  Town  Team,  and  Little 
League.     The  school-sponsored  summer  playground  program 
holds  forth  at  the  Proctor  School.     Community  groups  using 
the  school  facilities  on  a  regular  basis  includes  many 
scouting  groups,  the  Men's  Volleyball  Group,  the  Fair 
Town  Squares,  the  Rifle  Club,  and  the  Teen  Canteens.  The 
Topsfield  Athletic  Association  used  both  schools  for  its 
large  Saturday  morning  basketball  program.     St.  Rose's 
Church  School  activities  make  use  of  Steward  School 
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facilities.     The  Masconomet  Junior  Varsity  Team  used  the 
Proctor  School  gymnasium  throughout  the  season.  Naturally 
a  variety  of  town  activities  are  carried  on  in  the  schools 
including  town  meetings,  Topsfield  School  Committee 
meetings,  and  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building 
Committee  meetings. 

The  School  Committee !s  policy  is  to  make  school 
facilities  fully  available  for  any  community  need  which 
does  not  interfere  with  the  instructional  program.  A 
copy  of  the  committee  policy  governing  such  community 
use  is  available  to  interested  persons.     Copies  of  the 
policy  and  applications  for  use  of  the  buildings  are 
available  in  each  principals  office. 

A  specific  budget  account,  the  Reimbursable 
Janitors'  Salaries  Account,  provides  for  payment  of 
custodians  required  to  work  overtime  in  connection  with 
these  community  uses  of  the  buildings.     Other  expenditures, 
not  as  clearly  evident,  must  be  made  for  heat,  utilities, 
cleaning  and  maintenance.    Expenditures  from  the  Reim- 

bursable Janitors'  Salaries  Account  will  approximate 
$18£0.00  while  receipts  for  the  year  will  approach 
$1190.00. 

REGIONAL  COOPERATION 

The  unique  relationships  existing  among  the 
elementary  systems  in  Boxford,  Middle ton,  and  Topsfield 
and  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  have  required  the  es- 

tablishments of  an  effective  working  relationship  and  the 
maintenance  of  good  lines  of  communication.     Such  a  work- 

ing relationship  and  open  lines  of  communications  have 
been  carried  on  at  three  levels;  among  staffs,  among  ad- 

ministrators, and  among  school  committee  members.  Joint 
meetings  of  staff  members  have  been  held  as  the  need  re- 

quires.   For  example,  significant  effort  is  made  to  facil- 
itate the  transfer  of  sixth  grade  pupils  into  the  junior 

high  school.     The  three  superintendents  meet  on  a  regular 
basis  with  a  planned  agenda.    Much  informal  communication 
is  carried  on  as  the  situations  arise.     Similar  informal 
communication  takes  place  among  school  committee  members 
as  well  as  in  the  more  formal  context  of  subcommittee 
meetings.    One  such  subcommittee,  the  Future  Considerations 
Subcommittee,  meets  monthly  and  explores  matters  of  common 
interest.     This  subcommittee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Norman  Nathan  of  the  Middleton  School  Committee,  consists 
of  two  representatives  from  each  of  the  four  school  commit- 

tees with  support  from  administrators.     Recently  under 
consideration  have  been  the  topics  of  the  twelve -month 
school  year,  an  enlarged  summer  school  program,  and  fuller 
use  of  the  Masconomet  plant  by  the  communities.     The  second 
subcommittee,  the  Regionalization  Planning  Committee,  is 
charged  with  drawing  up  a  model  amendment  to  the  Masconomet 
Regional  Agreement,  which  would  expand  that  agreement  to 
include  responsibility  for  all  grades  from 
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kindergarten  through  grade  twelve.     This  committee  is 
comprised  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  four  school 
committees  and  one  representative^ rom  the  Finance  Commit- 

tee of  each  of  the  three  towns,  again  with  the  assistance 
of  administrators.     Topsfield  Finance  Committee  Member 
Kenneth  Kastner  chairs  this  subcommittee. 

Tangible  results  of  this  cooperation  are  evi- 
denced in  a  unified  school  calendar;  a  unified  transpor- 
tation system  involving  Masconomet,  Middleton,  and 

Topsfield;  unified  milk  bids;  and  more  recently  unified 
bids  on  food  for  the  lunch  program.     In  view  is  a  further 
extension  of  this  unified  bid  approach. 

SOME  POINTS  TO  FONDER 

1  )     Regional  Vocational -Technical  School  - 
Several  years  ago  the  towns  of  Boxford  and  Topsfield  were 
invited  to  participate  in  the  original  planning  of  a  new 
regional  vocational -technical  school  in  the  greater  Haver- 

hill area.     This  original  planning  has  resulted  in  the 
Whittier  Regional  Vocational -Technical  School.  Ground 
was  broken  for  this  structure  within  the  past  few  weeks. 
Both  Boxford  and  Topsfield  decided  that  participation 
in  the  Whittier  School  was  not  warranted  in  view  of  the 
extent  of  the  apparent  needs  at  that  time.     The  fact  that 
Middleton,  the  third  partner  in  the  Masconomet  Region, 
would  not  have  been  included  in  the  Whittier  School  also 
clouded  the  issue.    Also  involved  in  the  decision  not 

to  participate  was  the  issue  as  to  whether  such  vocational- 
technical  needs  could  better  be  served  as  part  of  a  more 
comprehensive  vocational  program  at  Masconomet  as  com- 

pared to  participation  in  the  broader  regional  plan. 

During  the  past  months,  tentative  steps  were 
taken  toward  the  eventual  formation  of  a  new  regional - 
vocational  technical  school  district,  which  would  serve 
the  North  Shore,  including  the  cities  of  Beverly,  Peabody, 
Salem  and  some  surrounding  towns.    Boxford,  Middleton, 
and  Topsfield  were  invited  to  participate  in  the  explor- 

atory discussions.     As  a  result  of  these  initial  discus*- 
sions,  the  three  towns  took  action  at  the  1970  annual 
town  meetings  to  establish  a  three  member  planning  com- 

mittee from  each  town.     These  planning  committees,  in 
conjunction  with  the  planning  committees  of  the  other 
communities,  have  now  joined  to  form  a  regional  planning 
board.     The  first  meeting  of  this  regional  planning 
board  was  held  in  December.     It  is  too  early  to  know  what 
will  be  the  recommendations  of  this  planning  board.  There 
may  well  be  a  move  toward  the  establishment  of  a  regional 
vocational-technical  school  district  and  the  construction 
of  a  building  for  that  purpose.     It  is  also  too  early  to 
know  whether  particiation  by  the  local  towns  in  such  a 
district  will  be  the  best  course  of  action.     However,  it 
is  apparent  that  this  may  well  be  the  last  opportunity 
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for  the  local  towns  to  participate  as  charter  members  in 
the  development  of  any  such  regional  vocational -technical 
school.     Therefore,  the  issue  of  whether  to  participate 
in  such  an  expanded  region  or  to  provide  a  more  compre- 

hensive program  as  part  of  the  Masconomet  Regional  pro- 
gram must  be  clearly  faced  and  resolved,     There  is  little 

doubt  that  a  better  program  for  non-college  bound  students 
should  be  provided.    The  real  question  is  how  this  better 
program  can  be  provided  to  serve  the  best  interests  of 
the  towns  and  the  secondary  students  in  these  towns. 

2)     School  District    Organization  -  The 
question  of  an  eventual  K  -  12  organization  has  been 
wrestled  with  by  the  school  committees  and  various  sub- 

committees within  the  Masconomet  Region  during  the  past 
three  years.    Further  impetus  to  the  consideration  of  such 
a  district  reorganization  came  from  the  guidelines  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  issued  in  January,  1968,  which  set  as 
minimum  standards  an  organization  of  K  -  12  districts  of 
2000  pupils  or  more.     At  present  none  of  the  local  dis- 

tricts nor  the  Masconomet  Regional  District  meets  the 
standards o     Giving  continuing  support  to  this  original 
impetus  has  been  the  release  of  several  studies  by  the 
Massachusetts  Advisory  Council  on  Education  which  have 
recommended  the  elimination  of  so-called,  inefficient 
small  districts  and  the  development  of  larger  and  more 
efficient  units  to  effect  economy  in  the  business  opera- 

tions of  school  districts. 

In  1969  the  Future  Considerations  Subcommittee 
recommended  by  a  majority  vote  a  movement  toward  immediate 
implementation  of  a  three -town,  K  -  12  organization  by 
amending  the  present  Masconomet  agreement  to  include  re- 

sponsibility for  all  grade  levels*.    However,  in  view  of 
the  opposition  of  the  Topsfield  School  Committee  and  the 
lack  of  resolution  of  certain  critical  issues,  the  course 
of  action  decided  upon  was  the  establishment  of  a  Region- 
alization  Planning  Committee  to  draw  up  a  model  revision 
of  the  Masconomet  agreement  to  provide  for  a  K  -  12 
organization.     It  was  hoped  that  such  a  model  agreement 
would  result  in  the  identification  and  resolution  of  basic 
issues  involved  as  well  as  providing  a  working  model  for 
immediate  use  should  either  state  mandate  or  local 
decision  dictate  such  a  change  in  organization. 

One  clearly-identified  issue  is  that  of  the 
so-called  veto  power  of  individual  towns.    Under  the 
present  agreement,  the  towns  vote  individually  upon 
regional  bond  issues.     The  defeat  of  a  proposed  bond 
issue  is  any  one  town  is  sufficient  to  defeat  the  proposal. 
Under  legislation  enacted  in  1 968  5  it  is  now  possible 
for  regional  member  towns  to  vote  to  amend  the  district 
agreement  to  eliminate  such  veto  power  of  individual 
town  as  far  as  bond  issues  are  concerned.    Under  this  new 
permissive  statute,  voting  on  a  bond  issue  would  be  done 
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on  a  referendum  in  an  election  conducted  by  the  regional 
district  committee.     The  decision  would  be  made  by  a 
majority  vote  of  the  voters  of  the  region  taken  as  a 
whole,  without  regard  to  voting  within  the  individual 
towns.     In  an  effort  to  resolve  this  issue  and  determine 
whether  such  a  provision  should  be  written  into  the  model 
agreement  under  preparation,  the  Masconomet  School  Commit- 

tee, at  the  recommendation  of  the  local  school  committees, 
is  presenting  an  article  for  consideration  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  in  each  of  the  three  towns .     The  article 
would  amend  the  present  regional  agreement  to  provide  for 
such  a  total  district  vote  to  take  the  place  of  the 
present  voting  on  bond  issue  by  towns  whereby  each  town  in 
effect  reserves  a  veto  power. 

3)     Services  for  Handicapped  Children  - 
During  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a  much  needed  and 
rapidly  accelerating  interest  in  and  provision  for  ser- 

vices for  children  with  special  needs.     This  would  include 
children  with  problems  of  mental  retardation,  physical 
handicaps,  learning  handicaps,  emotional  problems,  and 
the  like.     The  stimulus  for  the  provision  of  these  services 
has  come  about  primarily  through  legislative  action  in 
response  to  the  appeals  and  pressures  of  various  groups 
with  interests  in  these  given  areas.     The  need  for  such 
services  is  obvious.     Locally,  in  the  past  years,  the 
system  has  added  special  help  for  children  with  specific 
learning  disabilities,  as  well  as  a  new  class  for  children 
with  emotional  problems.     In  addition,  a  greater  number  of 
children  are  being  sent  to  neighboring  communities  to 
participate  in  programs  for  mentally  retarded  children. 
Provision  of  services  is  not  only  expensive  but  difficult 
to  provide  as  well,  in  view  of  the  lack  of  adequate  numbers 
of  children  to  set  up  programs  and  a  lack  of  staff  re- 

sources to  establish  and  direct  these  programs.  A 
Massachusetts  Advisory  Committee  on  Education  Task  Force 
is  currently  studying  the  question  of  school  district 
organization.     One  expected  recommendation  of  their  study 
is  the  cooperative,  regional  provision  of  special  services 
for  handicapped  pupils;  such  a  program  of  special  services 
could  be  used  by  the  local  communities  as  needs  dictate, 
with  a  payment  for  a  proportionate  share  based  upon  the 
number  of  participants    from  each  community.     It  is  hoped 
that  such  a  plan  will  become  a  reality  and  make  possible 
the  provision  of  a  more  comprehensive  special  services 
program  at  a  lesser  cost  than  is  presently  possible  for 
small  communities  such  as  ours. 

Teacher  Salary  Determination  -  Earlier, 
reference  was  made  to  the  local  operation  of  collective 
bargaining  process  in  the  determination  of  teacher  salary 
schedules  and  certain  fringe  benefits.     The  thrust  of 
teacher  efforts  has  been  naturally  in  the  direction  of 

^gher  salaries,  more  fringe  benefits,  and  better  working 
nditions.     The  teacher  association  position  on  salary 
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has  been  one  of  maintaining  the  standard  type  of  salary 
schedule,  which  calls  for  automatic  annual  increments  on 
an  established  schedule  based  upon  years  of  experience  and 
level  of  training.    At  the  state  level,  a  major  emphasis 
of  the  teachers1  legislative  program  has  been  the  strength- 

ening of  teacher  tenure  rights,  the  extension  of  greater 
protection  against  dismissal  to  non- tenure  teachers,  and 
the  making  of  the  process  of  non-re  appointment  more 
difficult  to  carry  out  on  the  part  of  the  school  committee. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  any  such  problems  currently  exist 
in  this  connection  locally. 

The  position  of  the  school  committee  relative 
to  salary  issue  has  been  one  of  a  desire  to  shift  away 
from  the  rigid,  training-experience  schedule  toward  the 
payment  of  differentiated  rates  of  compensation  for  staff 
members  assuming  greater  responsibilities  or  performing 
at  a  higher  level  of  competence.     The  teacher  position 
relative  to  so-called  merit  salary  schedule  has  been 
negative,  both  locally  and  at  the  state  level.     In  view 
of  the  continuing  escalation  in  the  cost  of  public 
education,  a  significant  portion  of  which  must  be  allotted 
to  instructional  salaries,  and  in  view  of  the  continuing 
demand  of  collective  bargaining  requiring  a  resolution  of 
opposing  positions  each  year  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  the  committee,  some  eventual  coalescing  of  positions 
will  hopefully  emerge. 

5)     Performance  Contracting  -  A  recent  develop- 
ment to  come  over  the  educational  horizon  has  been  that  of 

performance  contracting.    Performance  contracting  is  the 
entering  into  a  legal  contract  by  the  school  committee 
with  either  a  private  educational  concern  or  with  teachers 
within  its  own  staff  to  bring  about  the  attainment  of 
stipulated  educational  objectives  by  the  pupils.  Contract 
stipulations  usually  provide  for  a  greater  or  lesser 
amount  of  reimbursement,  depending  upon  the  actual  per- 

formance of  the  children  after  a  period  of  instruction  as 
determined  by  a  previously  agreed-upon  evaluation  instru- 

ment.    Such  performance  contracting  is  becoming  more 
common  but  is  still  very  much  in  the  exploratory  stage. 
At  first  blush,  the  concept  seems  enormously  attractive; 
however,  there  are  obvious  dangers  as  well.  Education 
cannot  become  the  mere  teaching  to  a  test,  nor  restricted 
only  to  those  aspects  which  can  be  determined  by  objective, 
information-seeking  instruments.     The  initial  position, 
taken  by  the  National  Education  Association  on  performance 
contracting  has  been  one  of  great  reservation  and  much 
skepticism  as  might  be  expected.     The  initial  reaction 
of  school  boards  generally  has  been  one  of  a  high  degree 
of  interest.    Whether  performance  contracting  will  become 
a  significant  aspect  of  the  total  public  education 
picture  in  the  near  future  is  completely  speculative  at 
this    point.    However,  a  note  should  be  taken  of  its 
development. 
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6)     Local  Autonomy  -  The  concept  of  local 
autonomy  has  been  a  cherished  ideal  in  our  small  towns. 
This  has  been  equally  true  as  applied  to  the  town's 
political  government  and  to  the  school  operation.  Tra- 

ditionally, Massachusetts  provided  much  autonomy  to  local 
school  committees  in  the  administration  of  the  school 
system.     In  preceding  generations  the  school  committee 
enjoyed  wide  discretionary  authority  with  few  restraints 
and  from  whose  decisions  there  were  few  avenues  of  appeal. 
This  wide  discretion  has  been  gradually  eroded  over  a 
period  of  decades  with  a  great  acceleration  in  this 
erosion  process  during  the  1960's.     For  example: 

(1)  Recent  legislation  prescribes  the  pro- 
vision of  a  variety  of  special  services.  The 

provision  of  these  special  services  must  meet 
guidelines  developed  by  the  Department  of 
Education. 

(2)  The  Board  of  Education,  as  reconstituted 
by  1965  legislation,  has  established  guidelines 
and  regulations  setting  standards  for  school 
district  organization,  requiring  a  kindergarten 
program,  establishing  a  minimum  school  day  and 
school  year,  requiring  a  minimum  phsycial 
education  program,  etc.     Now  in  final  stages  of 
development  are  minimum  curriculum  standards. 

(3)  Legislation  and  judicial  decisions  have 
strengthened  teacher  tenure  laws. 

(Ij.)  The  collective  bargaining  statute  conveys 
some  control  over  salary  and  budget  to  organi- 

zations other  than  the  school  committee. 

(5)  Judicial  decisions  have  greatly  expanded 
the  civil  rights  of  pupils  and  teachers  with  a 
reciprocal  decrease  in  the  extent  of  adminis- 

trative and  committee  discretion. 

(6)  Federal  programs,  operating  through  a 
variety  of  categorical  grants,  exercise  control 
over  local  programs.     The  school  system  which 
seeks  federal  aid  must  accept  the  ever-growing 
guidelines  and  paper  work. 

Unless  action  is  taken  to  reverse  this  trend  of 
a  continuing  diminution  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  school 
committee,   the  long-cherished  concept  of  local  school 
autonomy  will  fade  rapidly  into  myth. 
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LONG-RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1970  the  final  construction  effort  was  completed  at  Steward 
School.    Of  the  original  budgeted  amount  of  $434,000,  through  1970 
$426,335.51  has  been  expended.    Final  payment  of  some  $6,000  to  the 
general  contractor  is  being  withheld  on  advice  of  Town  Counsel  pend- 

ing the  outcome  of  litigation  between  the  general  contractor  and  a 
subcontractor.    The  Committee  expects  to  complete  the  project  within 
budget . 

We  have  been  continuing  our  effort  to  locate  a  third  elementary  school 
site.    A  number  of  sites  were  visited  and  drainage  test  holes  dug  on 
two  locations.    No  suitable  sites  were  found  and  we  will  be  continuing 
our  search  during  1971. 

The  annual  enrollment  projections  supplied  to  the  Committee  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Elementary  Schools  indicates  the  need  for  a  new 

school  may  not  be  necessary  until  the  middle  1970' s.    The  projection 
method  used  is  based  on  the  average  annual  increase  (decrease)  in  the 
number  of  pre-school  children.    The  system  is  far  from  fool-proof,  but 
it  has  proved  to  be  useful  in  the  past.    With  this  method  of  projec- 

tion, outside  influences,  such  as  zoning  changes,  are  not  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  Committee  is  grateful  to  Dr.  Herbert  A.  Rouisse  and  his  staff  for 
their  assistance  during  the  year.  Mr.  Alvah  H.  Balentine,  represent- 

ing the  Planning  Board,  has  been  most  helpful  to  the  Committee  and  we 
are  thankful  for  his  services. 

Mrs.  Beth  E.  Warren  and  Mr.  Richard  R.  Smith  resigned  from  the  Com- 
mittee during  the  year.    On  behalf  of  the  Town  we  extend  our  appre- 

ciation for  their  years  of  service.    The  Moderator  has  appointed  Miss 
Barbara  Wheatland  and  Mr.  James  Woodbridge,  respectively,  as  their 
replacements. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GERALD  F.  ROURKE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  E.  HARTFORD,  Vice  Chairman 
MARY  WENDEL,  Secretary 
DONALD  H.  COX 
THOMAS  H.  HICKS 
PETER  A.  WILSON 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 

December  31,  1970 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE 
Stock  in  Trade  $430,440.00 
Machinery  51,210.00 
All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  646,900.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $1,128,550.00 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 
Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  $  4,139,679.00 
Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  20,821,451.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  24,961,130.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED  ESTATE  $26,089,680.00 
TAX  RATE  PER  $1,000.  =  $66.00 

TAXES  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY,  AND  CITY  OR  TOWN  PURPOSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAY 
On  Personal  Estate  $  74,484.30 
On  Real  Estate  .  1,647,434.56 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  1,721,918.86 

NUMBER  OF  LIVE  STOCK  ASSESSED 
Horses  (1  year  old,  or  over)  61 
Pony  34 
Neat  Cattle:     (1  year  old,  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)  128 
Bulls,  8  Yearlings:  heifers,  65  73 
Goats  5 
Sheep  (6  months  old,  or  over)  28 
Mink  .  400 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  5,804.50 
NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED*  1,318 

*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard 
to  the  number  of  families  housed. 

1970  Cars  registered  3,310 

Commissioner's  Value  $2,694,475.00 
Excise  Tax  $  162,291.61 

JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 
ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 
CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRIDGE 

Board  of  Assessors 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  -  January  1,  1970 $323,451.48 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Juvenile  Guidance  100.00 
Valuation  Basis  30,104.87 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  372,415.86 

School  Building  Assist. -Construction  33,468.53 
Title  I  -  8910  8,014.00 
Title  II  860.13 
Title  VI  2,500.00 
Transportation  5,806.06 
Vocational  Education  785.00 
Federal  Aid  #874  3,587.00 
School  Lunch  Reimbursement  10,501.11 
Immunization  Assistance  Program  300.00 
State  $  Federal  Aid  -  Regional  School  48,659.00 

Chapter  69-71                  "  4,748.00 Education  Handicapped  9,000.00 

Library  Aid               '  837.75 Regional  Public  Library  923.61 
Corporation  Tax  27.64 
Loss  of  Taxes  8,778.24 
Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 
Highway  -  Chapter  90  9,035.90 
Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,711.87 
Highway  Bond  Fund  Distribution  11,224.89 
National  Defense  Education  III  2,317.52 

Veterans'  Benefits  3,817.94 
Disabled  Veterans'  Refunds  1,034.49 

Collector  of  Taxes: 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,865,156.87 
Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  2,873.31 
Filing  Liens  366.00 
Water  Rates  55,983.86 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees  1,960.77 

County  of  Essex 
Ipswich  Street 
Dog  Fund  Reimbursement 
Court  Fines 

6,373.88 680.80 
502.85 

Cemetery  Department 
Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments 

Carried  forward 

Foundations 5,031.25  2,524,689.00 

$2,848,140.48 
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Brought  Forward $2,848,140.48 

Library 
Book  Fines 

1,396 

84 

Non -Residents 
225 00 

School -Reimbursement 600 
00 

Schools 
Cafeteria 28,581 45 
Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent 

1,236 
25 

^1  immpr   ^f^Viool     anrl   Voqt'Iv  Tintinn? OLUIUUCI     uLJIUUl     CU.1U.     ICdl-L^     1  Ll-L  U  -Ltjllo 677 7^ 
/  o 

Book  fines  -  personal  calls 12 
55 

County  Retirement 13,354 56 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes 109,536 19 
State  Withholding  Taxes 23,120 

71 

Building  Fees 
1,216 

00 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance 10,112 

67 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  O.M.E. 557 
58 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance 776 

14 

By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists 195 25 

Dog  Licenses 
1,516 

50 
Disposal  Installers  Permits 120 

00 Gas  Permits 355 00 

Workmen's  Compensation  Refund 751 00 Firearms  I.  D.  Cards 
56 

00 

Insurance  Refunds  -  Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield 975 95 

BTW  Licenses  -  Food  §  Milk  Permits 413 

50 

Miscellaneous  Licenses 239 50 
Percolation  Tests 825 00 
Pistol  Permits 

92 

00 

Plumbing  Permits 480 00 Reimbursements : 
BTW  Solid  Waste  Planning 626 

28 

3M  Copies 
7/1/1 344 n  a 04 

BTW  District  $  Vets'  Serv.  Tel.  Refund 134 95 

Zoning  Board  Requirement 55 00 
Plowing  State  Roads 327 50 
Overpayments 

422 
25 

Conservation  Comm.  (for  expenditures) 858 
08 

Carried  Forward  $3,048,281.97 
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Brought  Forward $3,048,281.97 

Shade  Tree  Planting 
Short  Term  Notes 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 
Sale  of  Bond 
Trust  Funds 
Wire  Inspection  Fees 
Tailings 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 

25.00 

1,000,000.00 
4,225.00 
5,000.00 
7,495.22 
1,417.50 111.35  1,018,274.07 

$4,066,556.04 

DISBURSEMENTS 

January Warrant  1-5  Inc. $  109,184.14 February 6-9 167,430.15 
March 10-13 361,474.51 
April 14-17 114,596.97 May 18-22 423,620.23 
June 23-26 160,109.22 July 27-31 177,629.25 
August 32-35 107,514.96 
September 36-39 349,905.82 
October 40-44 178,499.01 
November 45-48 1,375,086.80 December 49-54 213,707.29 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS  3,738,758.35 

Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1970  $  327,797.69 

ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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TOWN  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 
Year  ending 

December  31,  1970 

Year  Department  Outstanding  Collected  Abatements  Outstanding 
 12/51/69  12/31/70 

1965 Motor  Vehicle  Excise  49 50 
■  - 

49 50 
1966 Personal  Property 51 45 

—  • 

■  — 
51 

45 Motor  Vehicle  Excise  228 96 80 
38 

148 58 
1967 Real  Estate 923 65 "" 923 65 

Personal  Property 36 
75 36 

n  r 

75 Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1338 
24 "" 421 11 917. 13 

1968 Real  Estate 3499.80 2412 00 
1087 

80 
Personal  Property 46 

80 
4o 

O  A 80 
Cemetery  Dept. 185 00 185 00 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  9517 20 73 

98 

499 
16 

8944 06 
1969 Real  Estate 16965 30 15565 

30 
89 

60 
1310 

40 Personal  Property 432 32 280 56 33.60 118 16 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  6088 66 6088 66 
Cemetery  Dept. 40 

00 
40 

00 
School  Dept. 299 00 

176 00 99 00 
24 

00 
Water  Dept.  Rates 3769 

13 2912 21 
856 

92 Water  Connections 121 05 121 05 

Sub-Totals 43592 81 27508 
71 

1272 35 14811 
75 

i  ear Department Committed Collected Abatements Outstanding 

1970 12/31/70 

1969 Motor  Vehicle  Exc. 29919 16 14131 88 15012 38 774 
90 

1970 Real  Estate 1659192 46 1614269 48 24621 62 20301 
36 Personal  Property 74484 30 71417 80 

39 60 
3026 90 

Motor  Vehicle  Exc 162291 61 140752 
21 

8985 03 12554 37 
Cemetery  Dept. 
School  Dept. 1832 60 1688 00 144 

60 

Water  Dept.  Rates 54559 
60 52227 85 

50 
00 2281 

75 W:ater  Dept.  Conn. 1333 77 1319 
27 

14 
50 

Sub-Totals 1983613.50 1895806 
49 

48708 63 39098 38 

GRAND  TOTALS:  $2027206 31 
1923315 20 49980 98 53910 13 

LESLIE  B.  FALES 
Town  Collector 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1970 

TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 

Current  Year: 

Personal 
Real  Estate 

Previous  Year: 

Personal 
Real  Estate 

Motor  Excise: 

71,417.80 
1,614,434.48 

280.56 

17,977.30 

1,685,852.28 

18,257.86 

Year  1968 
Year  1969 
Year  1970 

73.98 
20,220.54 

140,752.21 161,046.73 

From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Corporation  and  Meals  Tax  27.64 
State  Tax,  Valuation  Basis  30,104.87 30,132.51 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits 405 
00 

Victuallers 10 
00 

Junk 5 00 
Overnight  Cabins 1 

00 Sunday  Licenses 148 
00 Gas  Registration 3 50 

Milk  and  Cream 8 50 
Pistol  Permits 92 00 
Raffles 40 00 
Public  Outing 2 

00 

Motor  Vehicle  Sales 
30 

00 

745.00- 
Carried  Forward 

1,896,034.38 
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Brought  Forward 

Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government: 

Federal  School  Aid  -  P.L.  874  8,054.00 
National  Defense  Ed.  -  P.L.  864  2,317.52 
School  -  Title  I  -  89-10  3,547.00 

From  State: 
Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance  13,200.00 
Highway  Chap.  90  Construction  9,035.90 
Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,711.87 
Highway  Bond  Fund  Distribution  11,224.89 
School  Transportation  5,806.06 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  372,415.86 
Spec.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-7]  4,748.00 
School  Building  Assistance  33,468.53 
Misc.  School  Assistance  785.00 

Federal  State  Aid-Reg.  School  48,659.00 

School  ESEA  II           ̂   860.13 School  ESEA  VI  11,500.00 
Reimbursement  -  Loss  of  Taxes  8,778.24 
Reimbursement  -  Library  837.75 
Veterans'  Benefits  4,436.43 
Corp.  §  Tax  Disabled  Veterans  416.00 
Communicable  Disease  Refund  300.00 

Natural  Resources  -  Due  Water  Dpt.  270.00 
Juvenile  Guidance  -  Due  Water  Dpt.  100.00 
Reg.  Public  Library  Ext. (Due  Masco)  923.61 

From  County: 

Reimbursement  -  Dog  Fund  680.80 
Court  Fines  502.85 

Highway  -  Chapter  90  6,373.88 

General  Government 

Collector  -  Tax  Liens 366. 00 

Sale  of  Res.  Lists  -  By-Laws  §  Maps 
195. 25 

Building  Fees 
1,216. 

00 
Percolation  Tests 825. 00 
Gas  Permits 355. 00 
Plumbing  Permits 480. 00 
Wiring  Permits 1,417. 

50 

Installers'  Permits 
120. 00 

Police  Dept.  -  Accident  Reports 344. 
04 

Police  Dept.  -  Gun  Registration 
56. 00 

Zoning  Board 40. 
00 

Planning  Board 15. 
00 

Plowing  Refund  -  State 327. 50 

Tel.  Reimb.  -  BTW  §  Vets. 134. 
95 Tree  Planning  Comm. 

25. 

00 

Carried  Forward 
1  1  1 



Brought  Forward 2,453,991.33 

Water  Dept. 

Water  Rates  55,140.06 
Water  Construction  Fees  1,305.00 
Water  Connections  1,319.27  57,764.33 

School 

School  Lunch  Receipts  28,581.45 
School  Lunch  Reimb.  -  State  10,501.11 
School  Tuition  627.75 
School  Gymnasium  Rent  1,236.25 
Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Pers. 

Telephone  Calls  12.55  40,959.11 
Library 

Fines  1,396.84 
Non-Resident  Fees  225.00 
School  Reimbursement  600.00  2,221.84 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  1,028.00 
Reimbursement  -  Care  of  Lots  20.00 
Reimbursement  -  Burials  1,245.00 
Bequests  -  Endowments  2,564.00 
Foundations  _    174.25                    5 , 031 . 25 

Interest  on  Deferred  Taxes  2,872.81 

Unclassified 

County  Retirement  Board  13,354.56 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  109,536.19 
State  Withholding  Tax  23,120.71 
Dog  Licenses  for  County  1,516.50 
Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins.  11,446.39 
Refunds  -  Duplicate  Payments  1,398.20 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,225.00 
Indemnity  Refunds  -  Insurance  751.00 
BTW  Health  District  Refund  626.28 
Tailing  Account  22.15  165,996.98 

Carried  Forward  2,729,751.26 
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Brought  Forward 2,729,751.26 

Trust  Funds 

General  Library  Fund  5,697.67 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  792.83 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  779.55 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  723.65 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  675.09 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  3,399.26 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Fund  237.20 
Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  123.13 
George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  66.84  12,495.22 

Conservation  Fund  858.08 

Loans 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation 

of  Revenue  '  1,Q0Q,Q00.QQ 
Total  Receipts  3,743,104.56 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1970  323,451.48 

TOTAL  4,066,556.04 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

PAYMENTS 
Town  Officers'  Salaries 

December  31,  1970 

Moderator 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Accountant 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Planning  Board  - 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Clerk  and  Chairman 

30.00 
30.00 

1,500.00 
1,500.00 

700.00 
700.00 

3,750.00 
3,750.00 

3,500.00 
3,500.00 

3,150.00 
3,150.00 

50.00 
50.00 

1,100.00 
1,100.00 

600.00 
600.00 

Total  Town  Officers'  Salaries 

Carried  Forward 

$  30.00 

1,500.00 

700.00 

'  3,750.00 

3,500.00 

3,150.00 

50.00 

1,100.00 

600.00 

$14,380.00 

$14,380.00 
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Brought  Forward  $14,380.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Town  Hall  Clerks 
Office  Supplies  §  Equipment 

Selectmen: 
Printing,  postage  and  books 
Association  Dues 
Newspaper  Ad 

Accountant : 

Supplies  and  Postage 
Association  Dues 

15,250.58 
982.14 

126.50 
84.00 
3.33 

210.55 

5.00 

16,232.72 

213.83 

215.55 

Treasurer: 
Printing,  postage,  stationery 
Vault  Rental 
Surety  Bond 
Association  Dues 
Recording  Fees 

Town  Collector: 
Printing,  postage  and  supplies 
Surety  Bond 
Association  Dues 
Travel  Expense 
Sheriff  Fees 

Assessors: 

Printing,  postage  and  supplies 
Attending  meetings  and  mileage 
Association  Dues 
Abstracting  Deeds 
Updating  Map 

Finance  Committee: 
Clerical 
Office  Supplies 
Association  Dues 

440.03 
13.00 

142.00 
5.00 

46.00 

836.61 
380.00 

5.00 
27.30 
20.00 

245.29 
148.90 
30.00 

157.65 
199.04 

176.00 
5.00 

25.00 

646.03 

1,268.91 

780.88 

206.00 

Zoning  Board: 
Advertising 

Town  Counsel: 
Legal  Fees 
Constable  Fees 

Carried  Forward 

37.51 

7,333.30 10.00 

37.51 

7,343.30 

126,944.73 $14,380.00 
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Brought  Forward $26,944.73  $14,380.00 

Town  Clerk: 
Recording  Fees  $  277.00 
Printing,  Postage,  Stationery  91.85 
Association  Dues  15.00 
Clerical  21.25  405.10 

Animal  Inspector  175.00  175.00  27,524.83 

Balance  Brought  Forward  3,584.39 
Appropriated  23,690.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  250.44 
Expended  27,524.83 

Elections : 
Town  Constable 50. 00 

Registrars 400. 
00 

Election  Officers 
1,027. 

63 

Printing,  Postage, Stationery 680. 25 
Warrants  §  Ballots 454. 10 
Labor,  Preparation, Clean  up 412. 

45 Food 63. 
99 

Misc.  Supplies 

7. 
96 Rent 100. 00 

3,196.38  3,196.38 

Appropriated  2,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  696. 38 
Expended  3,196.38 

Census  Listing:  342.25 
Appropriated  400.00 
Expended  342.25 
Transferred  to  Revenue  57.75 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk:  200.00 
Appropriated  200.00 
Expended  200.00 

Town  Hall  Furnishings: 
Balance  Brought  Forward  98.05 

1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling: 
Balance  Brought  Forward  165.84 

1970  Town  Hall  Elec.  Gen.:  1,234.32 
Appropriated  4,500.00 
Expended  1,234.33 
Balance  Carried  Frd.  3,265.67   

Carried  Forward  $46,877.79 
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Brought  Forward 

Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  Services  2,160.00 
Fuel  $  Burner  Service  1,381.48 
Light  1,430.52 
Water  40.00 
Supplies  303.52 
Paint  §  Supplies  5,519.73 
Boiler  Inspection  275.00 
New  Leach  Pit  Installation  537.00 
Decorating  35.00 
Newspaper  Advertising  88. 50 

Balance  Brought  Forward  4,527.31 
Appropriated  8,200.00 

12,727.31 
Expended  11,770.75 
Balance  Carried  Frd.  956. 56 

Selectmen's  Special: 
Golden  Agers  298.55 
Newspaper  Notices  §  Bids  45.49 
Engineering  §  Consulting  Fees  1,020.29 
Fire  Dept.  Inst.,  Open  House  255.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  647.72 
Postage  64.60 
Miscellaneous  168 . 35 

Appropriated  2,500.00 
Expended  2,500.00 

Communications  Center: 
Wages  20,228.60 
Telephone  2,295.76 
Radio  Equipment  -  New  587.90 
Radio  Misc.  §  Maint.  279.26 
Office  Supplies  124.35 
Misc.  Supplies  124.91 

Appropriated  24,059.00 
Telephone  Reimbursement  134.95 
Voided  Check  88.00 

24,281.95 
Expended  23,640.78 
Transferred  to  Revenue         641. 17 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward 

Police  Department: 
Police  Chief's  Salary 
Police  Duty 
Cruiser  Maintenance 
Telephone 
Radio  §  Maintenance 
Clothes  §  Guns 
Office  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Dues 
Meetings  and  Toll  Charges 
Insurance 
Freight  Charges 
Training  School 
Medical  Exams 
Matron  Services 
Washing  Blankets 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

1970  Police  Cruiser 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary 
Director's  Car  Expense 
Electricity 
Repair  §  Maintenance 
New  Communications  Equipment 
Communications  Maintenance 
Office  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1969  New  Fire  Station 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Carried  Forward 

$84,789.32 

$9,600.00 
44,446.08 
7,508.55 287.17 

2,890.94 
1,169.01 354.57 

985.11 
40.00 

228.71 
311.40 

4.60 
300.00 
12.00 

127.75 
22.55  68,288.44 

68,109.00 
179.44 

68,288.44 

3,211.70 
3,500.00 
3,211.70 288.30 

200.00 
217.00 

9.00 

123.85 

1,388.90 169.45 

7.95 
67.42  2,183.57 

294.52 

1,905.00 
2,199.52 
2,183.57 15.95 

85,718.78 
94,356.54 
85,718.78 8,637.76  _   

$244,191.81 
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Brought  Forward $244,191.81 

1969  Fire  Station  Bond  Expense 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Fire  Department: 
Fire  Chief 
Call  Men 

Steward's  Salary 
Officers  1  Salaries 
New  Equipment 
Misc.  Supplies  $  Oxygen 
Hose 
Batteries,  Gas,  Etc. 
Equipment  Repairs 
Water 
Fuel 
Light 
Building  Repairs 
Use  of  Car 
Printing,  Postage,  Stationery 
Insurance 
Radio 
Dues 
Newspaper  Bid  Advertising 
XL98  Saw 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Building  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Wire  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Gas  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Plumbing  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Carried  Forward 

49.19 
49.19 

2,499.80 
7,000.38 
1,650.00 
1,100.00 422.12 

408.51 
650.00 
295.69 
603.48 
47.20 

1,248.45 429.70 
33.01 

350.00 
16.20 

413.71 
869.65 
22.50 
42.00 
460.00  18,562.40 

22,058.00 
18,562.40 

3,495.60 

2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 

1,428.50 
1,500.00 
1,428.50 71.50 

308.00 
500.00 
308.00 
192.00 

406.00 
800.00 
406.00 
394.00 

$266,896.71 
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Brought  Forward $266,896.71 

Moth  Department 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Contract  Spraying 
Insecticides 

Appropriation 
Transferred  from  Dutch  Elm 
Expended 

1,430.00 359.24 

1,789.24 

25.00 
703.05 
165.00 
896.19 

1,789.24 

Moth  Dept.  -  Truck  Rental 
Appropriation 
Expended 

400.00 
400.00 

400.00 

1969  Brush  Chipper 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

189.50 
170.81 
18.69 

170.81 

Dutch  Elm  Beetle  Suppression: 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Contract  Spraying  §  Trimming 
Equipment  Rental 

69.00 

1,366.05 
2,000.75 959.00 

4,394.80 

Appropriation 
Transferred  to  Moth  Dept. 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

4,840.00 359.24 

4,394.80 8579F 

Shade  Tree  Dept. 
Labor 

Contract  -  Removing 
Supplies 
Superintendent 
Truck  Maint.  §  Repair 

2,009.15 
1,532.25 195.07 

95.50 
354.65 

4,186.62 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

4,235.00 
4,186.62 48.38 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Forest 

Appropriated 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

200.00 
200.00 
200.00 

250.00 
250.00 

Carried  Forward 
$278,038.18 
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Brought  Forward $278,038.18 

Water  Department: 
Superintendent  8,074.07 
Clerk  3,921.00 
Maintenance  of  System  5,339.02 
Miscellaneous  Labor  3,820.81 
Equipment  Rental  1,468.80 
Truck  Maintenance  798.32 
Stock  Supplies  5,685.69 
Office  Supplies  607.16 
Bond  8 . 00 
Electricity  5,469.33 
Telephone  288.00 
Pump  House  352.67 
Fluoride  450.67 
Engineering  1,881.90 
Dues  20.00 
Meetings  48 . 28 
Advertising  8.75  38,242.47 

Balance  Brought  Forward  4,006.55 
Appropriation  41,934.00 

45,940.55 
Trans,  to  Surplus  Revenue  4/30  4,006.55 

Expended        "  38,242.47 
3,691.53 

Trans,  to  Revenue  2,606. 53 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,085.00 

Water  Dept. -Land  Purchase-1965 
Well  Fields 

Balance  Brought  Forward  133.48 
Balance  Carried  Forward  133.48 

Water  Dept. -1966  Additional  Well 
Fields  $  Station  2,511.23 

Balance  Brought  Forward  3,476.19 
Expended  2 ,511 . 23 
Balance  Carried  Forward  964 . 96 

Water  Dept. -1967  New  Storage  Bldg. 
Balance  Brought  Forward  19.88 
Trans,  to  Surplus  Rev.  4/30  19.88 

Water  Dept. -1969  Perkins  Row  Ext.  304.44 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,153.66 
Expended  304.44 
Balance  Carried  Forward  849. 22 

Carried  Forward  $319,096.32 
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Brought  Forward  $319,096.32 

Water  Dept. -Hill  St.  Extension  432.28 
Appropriation  2 , 800 . 00 
Expended  432.28 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,367.72 

Dog  Fund  558.00 
Appropriation  400.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  250.00 

650.00 
Expended  558.00 
Trans,  to  Overlay  Surplus  Res.  92.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  850.00 
Appreciation  850.00 
Expended  850.00 

Animal  Inspector  300.00 
Appropriation  300 . 00 
Expended  300.00 

Conservation  Comm. -Tree  Planning  765.30 
Appropriation  750 . 00 
Cash  Received  25.00 

775.00 
Expended  765.30 
Balance  Carried  Forward  9.70 

Conservation  Fund  858.08 
From  Savings  Bank  858.08 

Expended    '  858.08 
Conservation  Commission 
Appropriation  130 . 00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  130. 00 

U.S.  Dept.  of  Agri.  Soil  Survey 
Appropriation  3,900.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,900.00 

Sanitation  Committee 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3,324.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,324.00 

Reg.  Refuse  Disp.  Planning  Board  1,000.00 
Appropriation  1,000.00 
Expended  1,000.00   

Carried  Forward  $323,859.98 
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Brought  Forward 

Health  Department: 
BTIV  Health  District 
Dues 
Printing 
Newspaper  Advertising 
Police  Detail 
Medical  §  Vaccines 
Immunization  Surveys 
Burying  Dead  Animals 

Appropriation 
Expended 

Sanitary  Land  Fill: 
Rat  Extermination 
Police  Detail 
Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Collections 

Spring  §  Fall  Clean  up 

Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
From  Surp.  Rev.  E  §  D  11/70 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Highway- 1969  Hydraulic  Plow 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

Highway  Machinery  Oper.  Fund 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Highway- Fire  Damage 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

1970  Highway  Improvement  Loan: 
Superintendent 
Labor 

Equipment  Rental 
Culverts  q  Gravel 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
From  Comm.  of  Mass. 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

Carried  Forward 

$323,859.98 

4,880.00 12.00 
13.04 
24.27 

228.00 
320.19 
532.50 
15.00  6,025.00 

6,025.00 
6,025.00 

240.00 
380.00 

17,225.00 
21,196.83 
1,250.00  40,291.83 

39,940.00 
351.83 

2,700.00 
42,991.83 
40,291.83 
2,700.00 

3,300.00 
3,300.00 
3,300.00 

5,800.00 
5,800.00 
5,800.00 

37.95 
40.00 
37.95 
2.05 

268.60 
900.00 
966.00 

1,619.86  3,754.46 
12.83 

3,711.87 29.76 
3,754.46   

$383,069.22 
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Brought  Forward $383,069.22 

General  Highway: 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Stone,  Gravel,  Patch,  etc. 
Equipment  §  Repairs 
Tires  and  Gas 
Culverts 
Use  of  Truck 
Telephone 
Heating  Fuel 
Water 
Bldg.  Maint.  §  Supplies 
Office  Supplies 
Radio 
Trailer 
Safety  Equipment 
Street  Sweeping 
Engineering 
Street  Signs 
Newspaper  Advertising 

3,563.60 
8,361.12 
3,219.00 
9,602.60 
3,374.41 
2,180.41 776.26 

450.00 
181.14 

1,008.61 10.00 
672.78 

9.85 

1,818.64 600.00 
128.94 
277.50 
301.00 
281.37 
28.38 

36,845.61 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

36,000.00 
845.61 

36,845.61 

Highway- Removing  Snow  § 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Salt  and  Sand 
Equipment  Rental 
Repairs  §  Equipment 
Gas  and  Oil 

Ice: 

2,297.40 
10,276.88 
14,198.20 
13,421.00 
3,206.34 
1,387.07 44,786.89 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 
Overdraft  Carried  Forward 

36,000.00 
2,946.04 

38,946.04 
44,786.89 
5,840.45 

Street  Lighting 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

6,500.00 
6,187.20 312.80 

6,187.20 

1970  Chapter  90  Maintenance 
Appropriation 
Expended 

6,000.00 
6,000.00 

6,000.00 

Carried  Forward 
$476,888.92 
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Brought  Forward $476,888.92 

Highway -196 7  Chap 90  Construction 
Balance  Brought Forward 155 59 

Expended 155 
59 

Highway- 1968  Chap 90  Construction 
Balance  Brought Forward 100 19 

Ap     Kit?  CI 100 19 

Highway- 1969  Chap. 90  Construction 
Balance  Brought Forward 500 00 

Expended 499.50 

155.59 

100.19 

499.50 

Balance  Carried  Forward  .50 

Highway- 1970  Chap.  90  Construction: 
Superintendent  1,169.20 
Labor  4,389.75 
Equipment  Hire  4,527.00 
Culverts  3,857.02 
Gravel,  etc.  8,018.20  21,961.17 

Appropriated  5,500.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue       16,500. 00 

22,000.00 
Expended  21,961.17 
Balance  Carried  Forward  38.83 

Highway- Chap.  81  Maintenance: 
Superintendent  846.80 
Labor  8,046.25 
Equipment  Rental  1,838.00 
Asphalt,  Concrete,  Patch  6,558.44 
Culverts  265.66 
Sand  and  Gravel  1,825.77 
Street  Sweeping  1,270.50  20,651.42 

Appropriated  7,300.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  13,200.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  151.42 
Expended  20,651.42 

Veterans'  Benefits  8,336.86 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,006.85 
Appropriated  13,000.00 

14,006.85 
Expended  8,336.86 
Transferred  to  Revenue  5,669.99 

Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  265.60 
Transferred  from  Pingree  Fund  265.60 
Expended  265.60   

Carried  Forward  $528,859.25 
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Balance  Forward  $528,859.25 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,694.44 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  2,694.44 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,770.85 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  2,770.85 

Old  Age  Assistance 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  16,026.16 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  16,026.16 

Medicare 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  213.59 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  213.59 

EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY 

School  (For  detailed  analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report.) 

Administration  I  19,463.11 
Appropriated  19 , 508 . 00 
Expended  19,463.11 
Transferred  to  School  4000  44.89 

Instruction  II  454,098.50 
Appropriated  456,396.00 
Checks  Voided  120.00 

456,516.00 
Expended  454,098.50 
Transferred  to  School  4000  2,417.50 

Other  School  Services  III  46,778.17 
Appropriated  47,563.00 
Expended  46,778.17 
Transferred  to  School  4000  784.83 

Operation  $  Maint.  of  Plant  IV  73,181.68 
Appropriated  62 ,978 . 00 
Trans,  from  Sch.  I,  II,  III, 

VI,  IX,  PL  874  10,203.68 
Expended  73,181.68 

Community  Services  VI  2,632.71 
Appropriated  2,707.00 
Expended  2 ,632. 71 
Transferred  to  School  4000  74.29 

Carried  Forward  $528,859.25 
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Brought  Forward $528,859.25 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  2,321.02 
Appropriated  1,475.00 
From  School  PL  874  846.02 
Expended  2,321.02 

Programs  with  Other  Districts  IX  2,956.27 
Appropriated  3,105.00 
Expended  2 ,956. 27 
Transferred  to  School  4000  148.73   

Total  School  Expenses  601,431.46 

School  Milk  $  Lunch  Fund  41,815.52 
School  Lunch  Receipts  28,581.45 
Federal  Reimbursements  10,501.11 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,165. 58 

41,248.14 
Expended  41,815.52 
Overdraft  Carried  Forward  567. 38 

School  Federal  Aid  X  10,688.91 
Balance  Brought  Forward  17,489.18 
Public  Law  874  8,054.00 

25,543.18 

18,268.37 

7,274.81 

_LU  ,  UOO Q1 j± 
Transferred  to  School  4000 

6,733 
44 

Transferred  to  School  7000 846 
02 Balance  Carried  Forward 

School  Special  Title  I 
Balance  Brought  Forward 

2,654 70 
Public  Law  89-10 

3,457 

00 

6,201 70 
Expended 

3,881 

53 

Balance  Carried  Forward 
2,320 

17 

School -Nat 1 1.  Defense  Education 
Balance  Brought  Forward 

4,076 
11 

Public  Law  864 
2,317 52 
6,393 

63 

Expended 227 33 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

6,166 
30 

School  -  Special  Title  II 
ESEA  II 860 13 

Expended 856 99 
Balance  Carried  Forward 3 

14 

School  -  Special  Title  VI 
ESEA  II 11,500 

00 

Expended 
5,484 

96 

Balance  Carried  Forward 
6,015 

04 

3,881.53 

227.33 

856.99 

5,484.96 

Carried  Forward  $1,193,245.95 
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Brought  Forward $1,193,245.95 

1968  Steward  School  Addition 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Overpayment - Check  Returned 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  -  1951, 
1954,  1962,  1965,  1968 

Interest 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  -  1951, 
1954,  1962,  1965,  1968 

Principal 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Comm. 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Reg.  School  Dist.  Planning  Comm. 
Appropriated 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Masconomet  Reg.  School  District 
General  Control 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Net  Debt  Service 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Option  on  Property 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Library : 
Librarian 
Assistant  Librarian 
Janitor 
Books 
Telephone 
Fuel 
Water 
Maintenance  §  Repairs 

Janitor's  Supplies 
Supplies,  Stationery,  Postage 
New  Equipment 
Dues 

Carried  Forward 

25,266.11 
184.55 

L  D  ,    JU  .  OD 
17,786.17 
7,664.49 

17,786.17 

16,005.00 
16,005.00 

10 , UUo . UU 

75,000.00 
75,000.00 

75,000.00 

914.94 
158.00 
756.94 

•  158.00 

100.00 
100.00 

873,299.70 
873,299.70 

80,508.25 
80,508.25 

873,299.70 

80,508.25 

5,000.00 
5,000.00 

7,417.00 2,732.84  . 

1,500.00 
6,130.48 215.10 

658.52 
40.00 
74.64 
70.44 

734.65 
441.54 
12.00  31,006.34 

2,287,009.41 
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Brought  Forward $2,287,009.41 

Library  continued 
Appropriated 
State  Grants,  1968-69 
Reinbursement  -  Schools 
Payment  Refund 
General  Library  Fund 
George  F.  Dow  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

22.96 

1,675.50 
1,698.46 

28,700.00 

1,675.50 600.00 
22.95 

452.19 
66.84 

447.15 
617.04 
123.13 

32,704.80 
31,006.34 
1,698.46 

Note :  Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  appro- 
priation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is  on 

file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 

RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 

Park  Department: 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Gas,  Oil  and  Repairs 
Seed,  Loam  §  Peat  Moss 
Shrubs 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Use  of  Car 
Flag 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 
Trans,  to  Overlay  Surplus  Res. 

10,000.00 
1,020.00 

11,020.00 
11,001.69 

18.31 

8,476.00 614.00 
701.65 
334.20 
42.65 

270.29 
300.00 
262.90 

11,001.69 

Town  and  Census  Reports: 
Clerical  $  Distribution 
Printing  §  Supplies 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

300.00 

2,400.00 
2,700.00 
2,248.53 451.47 

151.47 
300.00 

646.25 

1,602.28 2,248.53 

Carried  Forward ;2, 300, 259. 63 
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Brought  Forward $2,300,259.63 

Recreation  Facilities: 
Labor 

Equipment  Hire 
Rental  School  Gym. 
Recreation  Facilities 
Sand  and  Gravel 

Misc.  Supplies  -  Paint 
Perimeter  Survey 
Electricity 
Water 

2,169.21 
4,246.50 190.25 

1,219.95 
1,428.40 
1,060.19 389.00 

10.62 
32.00 

10,746.12 

Balance  Carried  Forward 

Appropriated 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

913.62 

10,600.00 
11,513.62 
10,746.12 

767.50 
754.81 
12759 

Memorial  Day: 
Refreshments 
Flowers  §  Plants 
Flags  §  Decorations 
Speaker 
Sound 
Headquarters  §  Service  Battery 

211.50 
273.60 
29.50 
25.00 
80.00 
75.00 694.60 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

800.00 
694.60 
105.40 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

400.00 
383.17 
16.83 

383.17 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense  Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 

Balance  Brought  Forward  4,149.57       ̂   724.89 
Expended  '  724.89 Balance  Carried  Forward  3,424. 68 

Planning  Board  -  Updating  Town  Maps,  Street  Numbers 383.39 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

62.15 
450.00 
512.15 
383.39 
128.76 

Sub- Comm.  for  Review  of  Business- Industrial  Areas 
Balance  Brought  Forward  660.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  660.00 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward  $2,313,191.80 

Insurance  20,125.49 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,385.44 
Appropriated  18,300.00 
Workmen's  Compensation  Ref.  751 . 00 

20,436.44 
Expended  20,125.49 
Transferred  to  Revenue  310.95 

1963  Special  Drainage  Comm.  91.73 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,102.36 

Expended       ~  91.73 Balance  Carried  Forward  1,010.63 

Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  Brought  Forward  317.16 
Balance  Carried  Forward  317. 16 

1967  Tennis  Courts  Construction 
Balance  Brought  Forward  18 . 64 
Balance  Carried  Forward  18 . 64 

1968  Vital  Statistics 
Balance  Brought  Forward  500.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  500. 00 

Mental  Health  Asso.  of  North  Shore  1,000.00 
Appropriated  1 , 000 . 00 
Expended  1,000.00 

Veterans'  Service  Center  3,459.60 
Appropriated  3,460.00 
Expended  3,459.60 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .40 

Essex  County  Retirement  Assessment  24,462.98 
Appropriated  24,462.98 
Expended  24,462.98 

Mary knoll  Public  Option 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1 . 00 
Trans,  to  Surp.  Rev.  E  §  D  1.00 

Mary knoll  Lease 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1.00 
Trans,  to  Surp.  Rev.  E  §  D  1.00 

Mary knoll  Maint.  "Under  Lease" 
Balance  Brought  Forward  23,100.00 
Trans,  to  Surp.  Rev.  E  fj  D  23,100.00 

Mary knoll  Recreation  Equipment 
Balance  Brought    Forward  1,600.00 
Trans,  to  Surp.  Rev.  E  3  D  1,600.00   

Carried  Forward  $2,362,331.00 
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Brought  Forward $2,362,331.60 

State  Withholding  Tax  23,120.71 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  109,536.19 
Essex  County  Retirement  Board  13,354.56 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account  4,140.00 

Balance  Brought  Forward  82.50 
Withholdings  4,225.00 

4,370.50 
Expended  4,140.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  167. 50 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  10,395.85 

Appropriated    ~  10,297.00 Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross  975.95 

11,272.95 
Expended  10,395.85 
Balance  Carried  Forward  877.10 

1970  County  of  Essex  Tax  61,798.76 
Raised  -  Assessment  62,189.67 
Expended  61,798.76 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  390.91 

1963  Mosquito  Control  $  Study  Comm. 
Balance  Brought  Forward  454.37 
Balance  Carried  Forward  454.37 

1969  Mass.  Bay  Transportation 
Underestimate  Brought  Forward  2.78 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  2 . 78 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
1970  Mass.  Bay  Transportation  12,743.08 
Raised  -  Assessment  12,866.00 
Expended  12,743.08 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  122.92 

1970  Metropolitan  Planning  325.33 
Raised  -  Assessment  216.44 
Expended  325.33 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  108.89 

1970  State  Parks  §  Reservations  8,447.07 
Raised  -  Assessment  7,820.86 
Expended  8,447.07 

Underestimate  Carried  Forward  ~  626.21 

1970  Auditing  Municipal  Accounts  2,079.55 
Raised  -  Assessment  2,079.55 
Expended  2,079.55 

1970  Motor  Excise  Bills  547.80 
Raised  -  Assessment  547.80 
Expended  547.80   

Carried  Forward  $2,608,820.50 
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Brought  Forward $2,608,820.50 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  (cont.) 
1970  Ipswich  River  Watershed 

Raised  -  Assessment 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1970  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Raised  -  Assessment 
Expended 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward 

Refunds : 
1969  Motor  Excise 
1970  Motor  Excise 
1970  Real  Estate 

State  Payments  Refunded  to: 
Water  Department 
Masconomet  Reg.  Library 

Tailing  Account 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Outstanding  Checks 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Cemeteries 
Labor 
Sand,  Fertilizer,  etc. 
Equipment  Rental 
Equipment  Repair  §  Upkeep 
Gas  and  Oil 

Supplies 
Water 
Electricity 
Office  Supplies 
Bond 
On  Roads 
Monument  Repair 
Appropriated 
Cemeteiy  Perp.  Care  Endow.  Exp. 
South  Side  Cemetery  P.C.E.  Exp. 

Expended 
Due  from  C. P.C.E.  Funds 

Soldiers  §  Sailors  Grave  Care 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Cemetery  -  1967  Truck 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

482.88 
482.88 

5,794.45 
3,617.00 
5,794.45 
2,177.45 

1,177.16 
2,996.91 
3,447.60 

370.00 
923.61  8,915.28 

328.66 
22.15 

350.81 

8,180.05 175.82 
802.00 
467.51 
213.86 
255.07 

40.00 
15.50 
62.70 
10.00 

505.00 
72.00  10,799.51 

8,747.00 
1,888.75 134.70 

10,770.45 
10,799.51 2970F 

50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

348.45 
550.00 
348.45 
201.55 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward $2,634,728.19 

Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1961,  1966  5,314.75 
Appropriated  $5,315.00 
Expended  5,314.75 
Transferred  to  Revenue  . 25 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal  1949,  1961,  1966  28,000.00 
Appropriated  28,000.00 
Expended  28,000.00 

Special  Project  Bonds  -  Interest  1,764.00 
Appropriated  1,764.00 
Expended  1,764.00 

Special  Project  Bonds  -  Principal  6,000.00 

Appropriated                         ~  6,000.00 Expended  6,000.00 

Fire  Station  Bonds  -  Interest  7,187.50 
Appropriated  7,188.00 
Expended  7,187.50 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .50 

Fire  Station  Bonds  -  Principal 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Short  Term  Notes  -  Interest 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

Short  Term  Note 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield 
Group  Life  Insurance 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account 
Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Bequests 

South  Side  C.  P.  C.  Fund 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund 
General  Library  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 

Total  Expenditures 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1970 

15,000.00 
15,000.00 
15,000.00 

18,279.08 
15,000.00 

3,279.08 
18,279.08 

1,000,000.00 

9,694.47 716.04 

1,028.00 
2,564.00 

85.00 

1,510.51 123.65 
409.49 

5,245.48 175.79 
332.40  8,482.32 

3,738,758.35 
327,797.69 

$4,066,556.04 
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RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus 

Dog  Fund 
Park  Department 
Interest  -  Short  Term  Notes 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 
Elections 
Police 
Sanitary  Land  Fill 
General  Highway 
Chapter  81  -  Maintenance 
Highway  Improvement  Loan 
Highway  -  Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

$10,000.00 

250.00 

1,020.00 
3,279.08 250.44 

696.38 
179.44 
351.83 
845.61 
151.42 
29.76 

2,946.04  $10,000.00 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1970 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds: 

School  Federal  Aid,  PL-874  $  7,274.81 
School  National  Defense  Education  6,166.30 
School  -  Special  Title  I,  89-10  2,320.17 
ESEA  -  Title  II,  89-10  3.14 
ESEA  -  Title  VI,  89-10  6,015.04 
Old  Age  Assistance  -  U.S.  Grants  16,026.16 
Medical  Aid  -  U.S.  Grants  213.59 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children  -  U.S.  Grants  2,694.44 
Aid  to  Disabled  Persons  -  U.S.  Grants  2,270.85 
Blue  Cross  -  Blue  Shield  958.76 
Group  Life  Insurance  57.69     $  44,000.95 

Appropriations  Balances : 
Town  Hall  Furnishings  98.05 
1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling  165.84 
Town  Hall  956.56 
1970  Town  Hall  Electric  Generator  3,265.67 
1970  Police  Cruiser  288.30 
1969  New  Fire  Station  8,637.76 
1969  Brush  Chipper  18.69 
Water  Department  1,085.00 
1965  Land  Purchase  -  Well  Fields  133.48 
1966  Additional  Well  Fields  964.96 
1969  Perkins  Row  Extension  849.22 
1970  Hill  Street  Extension  2,367.72 
Conservation  Comm.  -  Tree  Planning  9.70 

Conservation  Fund  ^  8,280.95 Conservation  Committee  130.00 

U.S.  Dept:  Agriculture  -  Soil  Survey  3,900.00 
Civil  Defense  15.95 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  2,700.00 
Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 
1969  Chapter  90  Construction  .50 
1970  Chapter  90  Construction  38.83 
1968  Steward  School  Addition  7,664.49 
Regional  School  District  Planning  Comm.  100.00 
Long  Range  School  Planning  Comm.  756.94 
Option  on  Property  -  School  5,000.00 
Library  1,675.50 
Recreation  Committee  12.69 

Planning  Board  -  Updating  Town  Maps 
and  Street  Numbers  128.76 

Planning  Board- Relative  to  Zoning  By-laws  3,424.68 
Sub-Comm.  for  Review  of  Bus.  Ind.  Areas  660.00 
Town  Reports  300.00 
Real  Estate  Revaluation  -  317.16 
1967  Tennis  Courts  18.64 
1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  1,010.63  58,300.67 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward $102,301.62 

1968  Vital  Statistics  $  500.00 
1963  Mosquito  Control  Study  Committee  454.37 

1967  Cemetery  Dept.  -  New  Truck  201.55  1,155.92 

1969  Mass.  Bay  Transportation  Assessment  2.78 
1970  Mass.  Bay  Transportation  Assessment  122.92 
1970  Ipswich  River  Watershed  Assessment  482.88 
1970  Essex  County  Tax  Assessment  390.91 
Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots  3,990.32 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Income  17.50 

Tuberculosis  Fund  '  7,025.34 Tailings  350.81 
Dog  Licenses  1,524.50 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 
Road  Machinery  2,183.32 
Library  Grant  -  State  Grant  837.75 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  167 . 50 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus  82,147.34 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 
Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise  23,339.04 
Departmental  393.60 
State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue  21,496.54 

Water  Revenue    '  3,274.22 Levy  of  1962  430.00 
Levy  of  1963  258.00 
Levy  of  1966  51.45 
Levy  of  1967  960.40 
Levy  of  1968  1,134.60 
Levy  of  1969  1,305.36 
Levy  of  1970  23,275.46  75,918.67 

Surplus  Revenue  154,375.93 

$432,996.01 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1970 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  -  General  $327,797.69 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  4,500.32 
Tuberculosis  Fund  7,025.34 
Conservation  Commission  8,280.95  $347,604.30 

Accounts  Receivable: 
1966  Personal  51.45 
1967  Personal  36.75 
1967  Real  Estate  923.65 
1968  Personal  46.80 
1968  Real  Estate  1,087.80 
1969  Personal  118.16 
1969  Real  Estate  1,310.40 
1970  Personal  3,026.90 
1970  Real  Estate  20,248.56  26,850.47 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise: 

1966  148.58 
1967  917.13 
1968  8,944.06 
1969  774.90 
1970  12,554.37  23,339.04 

Departmental : 
School  Department  168.60 
Cemetery  Department  225.00  393.60 

Water  Rates  3,138.67 
Water  Connections  135.55 

State  §  County  Aid  to  Highways'  21,496.54 
Taxes  in  Litigation  688.00 
Special  School  Lunch  $  Milk  Fund  567.38 
Highway  -  Snow  $  Ice  -  O.D.  5,840.85 
1970  Metropolitan  Planning  U.E.  108.89 
1970  Mosquito  Control  U.E.  2,177.45 
1970  State  Parks  §  Reservations  U.E.  626.21 
Cemetery  Dept.  (due  from  Trust  Fund)   29.06 

$432,996.01 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

ANNAH  PINGREE  CHARITY 

Sav.  bank  J 
Dec.  31,  1969 7,093.01 nor         "7T          "I  Q7  A jjec.  j± ,  iy/u 7    AQ9  AH 

J\CLC1U  Lo 

Income 865.19 
Cash  Balance  Dec. 31,  1969 7,093.01 

Payments 

Welfare 265.60 
Cash  Balance  Dec. 31,  1970 7,692.60 

1  Norfolk  §  Western  R.R. 
30  shs.  Penn.  R.R. 
31  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 
69  shs.  Shawmut  Associates,  Inc. 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

Cash  and  Securities 

1966  4% 

Securities 

4,822.87 
4,822.87 

1,000.00 
1,696.08 
1,014.29 
1,112.50 
7,692.60 

5,477.82 
7,037.65 

GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Receipts 

60.56 

1,069.57 

Payments 
66.84 

1,063.29 

Sav.  Bank 

1,069.57 
1,063.29 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

1,000.00 63.29 

Total 

11,915.88 
12,515.47 

7,958.20 

7,958.20 

12,515.47 

12,515.47 

Total 

1,069.57 
1,063.29 

1,130.13 

1,130.13 

1,063.29 

1,063.29 
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DAVID  CUMMINGS  CHARITY 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 

17,464.60 
19,131.02 

Receipts 

1,666.42 
17,464.60 

Payments 

Securities 

5,669.63 
5,669.63 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

200  shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp. 
92  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

2,500.00 
3,169.63 

19,131.02 

10,328.88 
14,471.77 

Total 

23,134.23 
24,800.65 

19,131.02 

19,131.02 

24,800.65 

24,800.65 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

C.  J.  PEABODY  SCHOOL 

Receipts 

Income  55.19 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  995.28 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank 
Principal 

Unexpended  Income 

500.00 
550.47 

Sav.  Bank 
995.28 

1,050.47 

Total 
995.28 

1,050.47 

1,050.47 

1,050.47 

1,050.47 

1,050.47 
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GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 

Bequeathed  by 

Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A.  Gal loupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Sale  of  rights 
Maturity 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 1970 

Sav.  Bank 

944.57  . 
5,860.06 

Receipts 

345,00 
22.68 

5,000.00 944.57 

Payments 

452.19 

5,860.06 

Ellen  Morgan 
Albert  A.  Conant 

Sidney  Merriam 

Securities 

7,462.90 
2,440.22 

Total 

8,407.47 
8,300.28 

,312.25 

6,312.25 
Cash  and  Securities 

27  shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 

2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2h°i> 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 7,935.49 364.79 

440.22 

2,000.00 
5,860.06 8,300.28 

8,300.28 

STABILIZATION  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 

76,482.24 
80,823.43 

Receipts 

4,341.19 
76,482.24 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Stabilization  Fund  Balance 

1,716.88 
79,106.55 
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Total 

76,482.24 
80,823.43 

80,823.43 

80,823.43 

80,823.43 

80,823.43 



NDSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31.  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Sav .  Bank 

4,258.52 
4,046.91 

Receipts 

405.43 

4,258.52 

Payments 

617.04 

4,046.91 

Securities 

1,988.43 
1,988.43 

Total 

6,246.95 6,035.34 

4,663.95 

4,663.95 
Cash  and  Securities 

1  Texas  $  Pacific  R.R.    2,000  5* 
27  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

5,599.84 
435.50 

1,000.00 988.43 

4,046.91 6,035.34 

6,035.34 

MONUMENT  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 

2,042.53 
2,170.82 

Receipts 

128.29 

2,042.53 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

914.65 

1,256.17 

Total 
2.042.53 

2,170.82 

2,170.82 

2,170.82 

2,170.82 

2,170.82 
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JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  JUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Sav.  Bank 

2,527.71 
2,558.54 

Securities 

4,095.31 
4,095.31 

Total 

6,623.02 
6,653.85 

Receipts 

Income  477.98 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  2,527.71 

3,005.69 

Payments 

Library  Department  447.15 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  2,558.54 

3,005.69 
Cash  and  Securities 

2  N.Y.C.  §  H.R.R.  1997 
64  shs.  Shawnut  Associates,  Inc. 
32  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

2,000.00 
1,104.02 991.29 

2,558.54 6,653.85 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

6,175.16 478.69 
6,653.85 

HONOR  ROLL  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1969  235.58  235.58 
Dec.  31,  1970  248.63  248.63 

Receipts 

Income  13.05 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  235.58  248.63 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  248.63 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank  -  248.63 

Principal  100.00 
Unexpended  Income  148.63  248.63 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 
554.81 
587.80 

Receipts 

32.99 
554.81 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

500.00 
87.80 

GEORGE  L.  GOULD  COMMON 

Sav.  Bank 
Dec.  31,  1969  556.53 
Dec.  31,  1970  589.62 

Receipts 

Income  33.09 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  556.53 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal  500.00 
Unexpended  Income  89. 62 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 

Sav.  Bank Securities Total 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 

Bequests 
Sale  of  Rights 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 1969 

37,915.61 
42,237.27 

Receipts 

3,621.21 
2,564.00 25.20 

37,915.61 

Payments 

Cemetery  Department  1,888.75 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  42,237.27 

Cash  and  Securities 

16,328.57 
16,303.37 

54,244.18 
58,540.64 

44,126.02 

44,126.02 

220  shs.  Irving  Trust  Company 
2  Southern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994  5% 
2  Northern  Pacific  R.R.    1997  4% 

1,000  U.S.  Treasury    1972  2% 
12  shs.  Perm.  R.R.  Co. 
30  shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 
17  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

104  shs.  1st  National  City  Bank,  N.Y. 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #800597 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #1006298 

Principal 
Due  Cemetery  Account 
Unexpended  Income 

46,769.85 
29.06 

11,741.73 

3,897.72 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 608.96 

549.69 
572.96 

5,674.04 
38,888.41 

3,348.86 58,540.64 

58,540.64 

146 



SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 

Cash        Sav.  Bank  Securities  Total 
Dec.  31,  1969  1,016.78  2,000.00  3,016.78 
Dec.  31,  1970  17.50         1,004.66  2,000.00  3,022.16 

Receipts 

Income  122.58 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969       1,016.78  1,139.36 

Payments 

Cemetery  Department  134.70 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970       1,004.66  1,139.36 

Cash  and  Securities 

N.Y.C.  §  H.R.R.     1997    3s*  1,000.00 
1  Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co.  2000  5%  1,000.00 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  1,004.66 
Cash  17.50  3,022.16 

Principal  2,237.14 
Unexpended  Income  785. 02  3,022.16 

GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 
579.65 
608.05 

Receipts 

28.40 
579.65 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 
Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

500.00 
108.05 

Total 
579.65 
608.05 

608.05 

608.05 

608.05 

608.05 
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HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Sav.  Bank 
515.20 
421.24 

Receipts 

29.17 
515.20 

Payments 

123.13 
421.24 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

Cash  and  Securities 

375.00 
46.24 

Total 
515.20 
421.24 

544.37 

544.37 

421.24 

421.24 

DEBORAH  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1969 
Dec.  31,  1970 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Sav.  Bank 
597.88 
635.39 

Receipts 

37.51 
597.88 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

515.38 
120.01 

Total 
597.88 
635.39 

635.39 

635.39 

635.39 

635.39 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  March,  1971,  at  eight 

o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following articles: 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1971  and  January  1,  1972,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and  to  renew  any  note 
or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  ac- 

cordance with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17, 
as  amended. 

Fourth  To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1971. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1970,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may 
be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 
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Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 

appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

Thirteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 

ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fourteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 

ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of 

money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
with  the advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1969  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  Police 
Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 

appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- 
tive thereto. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Topsfield 
Building  Code  by-law  by  adding  to  Article  III  of  said  by-law,  sec- 

tion 4  as. follows:    No  building  erected  under  a  permit  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  occupied  or  used  without  an  occupancy  permit,  signed  by  the 
following: 

Wiring  Inspector  Plumbing  Inspector 
Fire  Department  Water  Department 
Highway  Department  Gas  Inspector 
Building  Inspector  Board  of  Health 

which  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  building  and  its  uses,  and 
the  uses  incident  thereto,  comply  in  all  respects  with  all  building 
codes . 

Eighteenth     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  provisions  of 
GL  C40,  Section  22D  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  this  law)    This  sec- 

tion authorizes  the  selectmen  to  make  regulations  authorizing  the . 
Chief  of  Police  to  have  vehicles  towed  and  stored  at  the  expense  of 

the  owner  if  any  vehicle  is- standing  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impede 
snow  removal  or  in  violation  of  certain  ordinances  regarding  parking. 
The  section  limits  the  charges  and  goes  into  further  details. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  law) 
This  chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for  police  offi- 

cers for  taking  certain  educational  courses.    The  Town  would  get  a 
501  reimbursement  for  such  increases. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Homestead  Way  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  location,  boundaries  and  measure- 
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ments  of  said  Ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 

Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it,  "Home- 
stead Way". 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Parsonage  Lane 
from  Normandy  Row  to  stone  bounds  at  station  12  +  82.06  including  Oak 
Drive  from  Parsonage  Lane  to  land  of  New  England  Power  Company  as 
shown  on  the  Bare  Hill  Sub- division  plan,  as  public  ways  in  accord- 

ance with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  ways  laid 
out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a 

plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  con- 
veyance of  said  ways  and  name  the  said  area  referred  to  as  Oak  Drive, 

"Oak  Drive";  and  the  said  area  referred  to  as  Parsonage  Lane,  "Parson- 
age Lane". 

Twenty -second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Wilmor  Road  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 

ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 

Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it,  "Wilmor 
Road". 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following 
by-law: 

Section  1.    As  used  in  this  section: 

1.  The  term  "town  agency"  includes  any  board,  bureau,  commission, 
committee,  department  or  other  agency  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield, 
including  the  School  Committee. 

2.  The  term  "contract"  includes  any  contract,  subcontract  or  other 
agreement. 

The  term  "contractor"  includes  any  contractor  and  his  sub- 
contractors, any  other  subcontractor  or  other  contracting  party. 

3.  The  term  "bidder"  includes  any  bidder,  sub-bidder  or  prospective 
contractor  and  his  subcontractors,  any  other  subcontractor  or 
other  contracting  party. 

Section  2. 

No  town  agency  shall  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
goods  or  services  or  for  the  construction,  maintenance,  renovation  or 

repair  of  any  building,  structure,  street,  way,  utility  or  other  pub- 
lic works  with  any  contractor  which  does  not  take  affirmative  action 

to  provide  equal  employment  opportunity  for  all  qualified  persons 
without  regard  to  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or  national  origin. 

Section  3. 

Each  bidder  and  each  contractor  shall  include  with  all  bids  and 
all  compliance  and  progress  reports  submitted  to  any  town  agency  a 
report  which  shall  include: 

(a)  A  certificate  stating  that  he  is  currently  in  compliance 
with  all  applicable  Federal  and  State  laws  governing  nondiscrimina- 

tion in  employment,  and  setting  forth  the  affirmative  action  he  is 
currently  undertaking  and  will  undertake  during  the  contract  period 
to  provide  equal  employment  opportunity  for  all  qualified  persons 
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without  regard  to  race-,  color,  religion,  sex  or  national  origin;  and 
(b)  a  statement  in  writing,  with  supporting  information,  signed 

by  an  authorized  officer  or  agent  on  behalf  of  any  labor  union  or 
other  agency  which  refers  workers  or    provides  or  supervises  ap- 

prenticeship or  other  training  programs  with  which  the  bidder  or  con- 
tractor deals,  to  the  effect  that  the  union  or  other  agency's  prac- 

tices and  policies  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex  or  national  origin;  provided,  in  the  event  that  the 
union  or  other  agency  shall  refuse  to  execute  such  a  statement,  the 
bidder  or  contractor  need  only  so  certify  in  writing. 

A  copy  of  any  such  report  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Town  Clerk  and  shall  upon  said  filing,  become  a  public  record  which 
shall  not  be  destroyed  for  a  period  of  five  years  following  the  com- 

pletion of  the  contract  to  which  it  relates. 

Section  4. 

The  provisions  of  this  by-law  shall  not  apply  to  any  contract 
for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  to  bidders  and  contractors  em- 

ploying fewer  than  six  persons;  provided  that  where  the  contract  is 
for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  not  less  than  two  thousand 
dollars,  any  town  agency  may  apply  the  provisions  of  Section  3  to  any 
contract,  bidder  or  contractor. 

Submitted  by  petition  of  Patricia  C.  Wilson  et  al. 

Twenty -fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  s>  ade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden 
with  the  assestance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planting  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education  and 
prevention,  such  fund  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park  De- 
partment to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 

transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
chase for  the  Park  Department,  a  power  mower,  or  take  any  action 

relative  thereto. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
installation  of  traffic  lights  at  the  Fire  Station  and  authorize  the 
selectmen  to  contract  for  same  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- eighth    "To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Agreement 
between  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  Middleton  and  Topsfield,  forming  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School  District,  by  striking  out  and  rescinding 
Section  XII  of  said  Agreement  entitled  INCURRING  OF  DEBT,  and  adding 

Section  XII  providing  for  the  incurring  of  a  de~bt,  other  than  a 
temporary  debt,  in  anticipation  of  revenue  be  pursuant  to  the  pro- 

visions and  requirements  of  Chapter  71,  Section  16 (n)  of  the  General 
Laws  of  Massachusetts  (Ter.  Ed.),  as  amended.    Said  amendment  will  in 
substance  provide  that  the  incurring  of  other  than  temporary  indebted- 

ness must  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  in  the 
member  towns  voting  on  the  question  at  an  election  called  by  the 
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three  towns  at  the  expense  of  the  district,  on  ballots  prepared  by 
the  district,  and  conducted  in  each  town  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
election  of  Town  officers." 

Twenty-ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  ex- 

pended by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for  improving  drainage  in 
the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  lot  A  as  land  to 
be  used  for  Board  of  Health  purposes  and  designate  Lot  B  as  land  to 
be  used  for  conservation  purposes :    Lot  A  and  Lot  B  are  shown  on  a 

plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye  Brook,  Topsfield,  Com- 
piled for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  from  old  surveys  and  aerial  photo- 

graph, C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor,  December,  1970  Scale  1  in.  = 
200  ft.";  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  or  take  any  ac- 

tion relative  thereto.     (Said  plan  is  also  recorded  in  the  Essex  South 
District  Registry  of  Deeds.) 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  petition  the  General 
Court  to  authorize  the  Town  to  purchase  land  in  Boxford  for  conserva- 

tion; said  land  consists  of  7.9  acres  and  is  shown  as  Lot  C  on  a 

plan  entitled,  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye  Brook,  Topsfield. 
Compiled  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  from  old  surveys  and  aerial  photo- 

graph, C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor,  December,  1970.    Scale  1  in. 
=  200  ft.";  said  Plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing 
payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health 
Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
G.L.  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

Thirty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  a 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
appraisal  and  awarding  of  damages,  if  any,  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  County  of  Essex,  resulting  from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out, 
altering  and  relocating  of  Hill  Street. 

Thirty-fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners prepare  for  presentation  to  the  1972  annual  Town  meeting  a 

proposal  for  engaging  the  services  of  a  professional  landscape 
architect  to: 

1.  Prepare  planting  plans  for  the  three  town  cemeteries  which 
may  be  carried  out  over  a  period  of  years  and  which  will  include 
plantings  for  the  new  areas  which  will  be  needed  in  the  next  ten  to 
fifteen  years. 

2.  Obtain  competent  advice  on  improved  pruning  practices. 

3.  Develop  regulations  under  which  individuals  and  lot  owners 
may  contribute  to  the  beautif ication  of  the  cemeteries  by  doing 
plantings  which  conform  with  and  help  carry  out  the  intent  of  the 
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4.    Develop  improved  regulations  as  to  size,  setting  and  design 
of  markers,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  in  election  of  Town  Officers ,  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House  on 

Tuesday,  the  second  of  March,  1971,  at  seven  o'clock  a.m.  to  bring 
in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 

Moderator  for  one  year 
One  Selectman  for  three  years 
Town  Collector  for  three  years 
Town  Clerk  for  three  years 
Assessor  for  three  years 
Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 
Constable  for  one  year 
Two  School  Committeemen  for  three  years 
Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 
One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 
Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  a.m.  to  7  o'clock  p.m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 

fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- 
said. 

Given  urder  our  hands  this  twenty- fifth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  * 

JOHN  A.  SANGER 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy, 

Attest 
THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 

154 



FINANCE      COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Recommendations  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 

of 

March      1,  1971 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  preparation  of  the  1971  budget  presented  the  Town  with  a  more 
difficult  situation  than  in  the  past  few  years.    The  worsening  econ- 

omic conditions  of  the  area  have  had  a  direct  impact  on  the  income  of 
Topsfield  families.    Some  faced  lost  jobs  and  others  have  had  their 
incomes  significantly  reduced. 

In  view  of  these  depressed  conditions,  we  have  made  every  reasonable 
attempt  to  keep  the  1971  budget  at  as  low  a  level  as  possible. 

The  Finance  Committee,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Town  departments 
and  committees,  is  recommending  a  total  budget  expenditure,  as  speci- 

fied in  Article  4,  of  $2,433,461.    This  compares  with  1970  expendi- 
tures of  $2,246,123  and  is  an  8.31  increase.    During  recent  years  the 

increased  cost  each  year  over  the  preceding  year  was: 

1966 15.8% 

1967 12.9% 

1968 15.8% 

1969 16.6% 

1970 17.0% 

1971 8.3% 

The  increase  for  1971,  although  only  about  one-half  the  increases 
shown  in  other  recent  years,  is  required  by  the  affects  of  inflation 
on  salaries  and  other  expenses  of  the  Town  and  by  the  continuing 
demand  for  improved  services  to  the  Town.    These  influences  are  re- 

flected in  the  budgets  for  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property,  Health 
and  Sanitation,  Water  Department  and  certain  other  expenses  such  as 
Insurance  of  Town  Property  and  Group  Insurance  and  Pension  Funds  for 
town  employees . 

Additional  factors  are  considered  in  the  following  discussion  of  sig- 
nificant budget  areas. 

SCHOOLS 

Education  continues  to  consume  the  bulk  (65%)  of  Topsfield' s  yearly 
expenses.    Topsfield' s  share  (41.9%)  of  the  Masconomet  Budget  for 
1971  is  $1,024,422  or  40%  of  our  Total  expenses.    The  Elementary 

Schools'  1971  budget  is  $642,373,  representing  25%  of  total  expenses. 

Since  the  Schools  represent  such  a  large  proportion  of  total  expendi- 
ture, the  Finance  Committee  started  early  working  with  the  School 

Committees  in  an  earnest  attempt  to  curtail  the  spiraling  school 
costs  that  have  been  experienced  the  past  several  years.  Guidelines 
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were  presented  prior  to  collective  bargaining  to  each  of  the  commit- 
tees, suggesting  certain  constraints  be  exercised  this  year.  Basic- 

ally we  asked  for  a  continuation  of  quality  education  with  a  realistic 
view  toward  salaries,  and  a  budget  for  equipment  and  supplies  not  to 
exceed  the  inflationary  increase  for  such  items. 

The  understanding  response  of  the  School  Committees  was  most  gratify- 
ing and  their  results  speak  for  themselves: 

MASCONOMET 

1970  1971       Increase      %  Increase 

Maintenance  and 

Operations  $873,300       $904,587    $31,287  3.6 

Debt  Interest  and 
Principal  80,508         119,835      39,327  49.0 

Total  $953,808    $1,024,422    $70,614  7.4% 

The  1971  expenses  reflect  a  return  to  the  Town  of  $20,000  from  Masco- 
nomet  surplus  funds. 

The  controllable  expense  is  up  less  than  4%,  which  includes  mainte- 
nance of  an  additional  66,000  square  feet  of  new  school  plant  in 

addition  to  higher  teacher  salaries.    The  cost  of  the  new  school 
facilities  is  easily  seen  in  the  dramatic  increase  in  debt  service. 

This  amount  nearly  doubled  over  last  year  and  shows  the  effect  of  in- 
flationary building  costs  and  higher  interest  rates. 

The  Masconomet  increase  in  1970  over  1969  was  24%  and  has  been  running 
on  an  average  of  15-20%  each  year. 

ELEMENTARY 

1970  1971  Increase      %  Increase 

Maintenance  and 

Operations*  $601,312       $642,373  $41,061  6.8 

(*  Exclusive  of  debt  service,  insurance  and  other  related  costs.) 

Last  year's  elementary  school  budget  was  14.3%  over  the  prior  year. 
The  annual  increase  has  varied  in  recent  years  from  7%  in  1966  to 
15.6%  in  1968  and  on  the  average  has  run  around  10%. 

The  6.8%  increase  this  year  is  the  lowest  since  1966  and  illustrates 
the  sincere  effort  to  hold  the  line  on  School  costs  in  our  elementary 
school  system. 
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HIGHWAYS 

The  Highway  Department  has  the  Town's  fourth  largest  budget  and  has 
run  over  $100,000  per  year  for  the  past  two  years.    This  year's  budget 
of  $110,740  is  $2,547  under  the  actual  amount  expended  in  1970. 

Again  this  year,  December  storms  created  an  unusual  situation  in  the 
snow  and  ice  removal  account.    Actual  costs  for  1970  were  $8,787  over 
budget.    We  are  adding  $4,000  to  the  snow  removal  account  for  1971. 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

This  category  represents  our  largest  expenditure  after  school  costs. 
These  costs  are  attributable  to  increased  needs  for  protective  ser- 

vices in  today's  unstable  environment.    This  year's  budget  for  these 
accounts  is  $146,797  as  compared  with  last  year's  expenses  of  $129,497, 
an  increase  of  $17,300  or  13.4%. 

An  analysis  of  this  figure  shows  where  the  major  increases  are 
budgeted: 

1970 1971 Increase %  Increase 

Police 
$68,288 $77,416 

$9,128 

13 

Fire 18,562 23,000 
4,438 

24 

Emergency  Center 23,641 26,146 
2,087 

8 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  a  payment  policy  be  instituted 
recognizing  the  amount  of  time  spent  in  court  appearances  by  our 
Police  on  their  off-duty  hours. 

In  addition,  salary  adjustments  were  made  in  the  wages  paid  our 
policemen. 

The  budget  for  fire  protection  of  $23,000  is  up  24%  over  the  amount 
spent  in  1970  of  $18,563.    This  increase  reflects  the  costs  associated 
with  the  move  to  the  new  fire  house,  the  need  for  the  purchase  of  new 
equipment  and  increased  salaries. 

TOWN  SALARIES  AND  WAGES 

The  Wage  and  Salary  evaluation  begun  in  1967  has  been  continued  this 
year.    Hourly  employees  and  department  head  salaries  were  reviewed, 
analyzed  and  compared  with  neighboring  towns  and  similar  communities 
across  the  Commonwealth.    As  a  result,  most  employees  will  receive  an 

increase  of  about  61.    'ihese  recommended  increases  are  needed  to  com- 
pensate our  Town  employees  fairly  and  competitively  for  1971. 
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HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

At  a  special  Town  Meeting  held  November  30,  1970,  the  Town  voted  to 
purchase  a  parcel  of  land  for  a  sanitary  land  fill  operation,  thus 
ending  several  years  of  concern  over  our  burning  dump.    At  that  same 
Town  Meeting  approval  was  voted  to  allow  Wenham  to  utilize  this  site 
for  certain  considerations. 

The  town  dump  operation  cost  $40,292  during  1970.    1971  projections 
for  our  new  land  fill  are: 

Pick-ups  and  Operational  Costs  $55,975 

Debt  Service  (Estimated)  17,000 

Total  72,975 

Less  Wenham  Payment  20,000 

Net  Cost  to  Topsfield  for  1971  52,975 

1970  costs  40,292 

1971  net  increase  $12,683 

Our  costs  for  the  90  acres  of  land,  plus  trash  pick  up  and  operation 
of  the  land  fill,  will  result  in  a  net  increase  of  about  30%  for  this 
service.    The  entire  amount  of  $72,975  is  budgeted  and  the  payment 
made  by  Wenham  to  the  Town  and  is  carried  as  an  income  item. 

There  still  exists  an  excellent  chance  that  the  Town  will  be  reim- 
bursed by  the  State  for  a  certain  portion  of  the  land.    The  final 

determination  of  our  eligibility  or  of  the  exact  amount  has  not  yet 
been  made. 

RECREATION  AND  CONSERVATION 

Topsfield  has  over  a  period  years ,  developed  a  planned  program  to  ex- 
pand both  our  recreational  facilities  and  conserve  some  part  of  our 

landscape  for  future  generations  to  enjoy.    The  interest  in  Conserva- 
tion and  Recreation  is  reflected  by  the  large  number  of  Townspeople 

who  stretch  every  dollar  expended  through  a  great  deal  of  self  sacri- 
fice and  hard  work.    Their  dedication  is  an  asset  to  our  Town  and  we 

feel  that  funds  should  be  provided  in  our  1971  budget  to  continue . 
these  programs. 

The  Recreation  Committee  is  being  asked  to  hold  to  the  amount  appro- 
priated in  1970  of  $10,600.    This  amount  should  permit  the  completion 

of  the  Emerson  Center  facilities,  some  additional  work  at  the  Grove 
Street  area,  and  a  start  of  facilities  on  Normandy  Row. 
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MBTA  ASSESSMENT 

Each  year  this  State  assessment  becomes  a  greater  financial  problem 
to  all  taxpayers  of  the  Town.    From  a  $550  assessment  in  1968,  with 
substantial  increases  in  1969  and  1970,  the  1971  estimate  is  even 
greater  with  an  approximate  change  of  $31,000  compared  with  $13,000 
in  1970.    This  highly  unwarranted  State  assessment  for  a  non-existent 
service  causes  serious  concern  as  to  the  future  of  this  financial 
burden . 

The  Selectmen,  authorized  by  the  1970  Annual  Town  Meeting,  have  at- 
tempted to  bring  this  matter  to  the  State  Legislature.    Although  it 

has  been  filed  by  our  State  Representative  for  a  hearing  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation,  such  a  hearing  has  not  yet  been  held. 

We  have  been  assured  that  there  will  be  a  hearing  at  the  State  House 
and  the  Selectmen  and  any  interested  taxpayer  may  attend.  When  this 
hearing  will  be  held  is  unknown  and  any  positive  action  that  may  re- 

sult is  doubtful  at  this  time. 

To  attempt  any  realistic  forecasting  of  the  future  becomes  more  con- 
jectural each  year.  Local  control  is  decreasing  as  State  and  County 

charges  and  collective  bargaining  play  an  increasing  role  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  funds.  Each  passing  year  calls  for  greater  interest  by 

all  taxpayers  and  only  with  this  increased  interest,  coupled  with  Town 
officers  increased  efforts,  can  we  hope  to  shape  a  desirable  future. 

Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1970  which  were  covered  by  the  Finance 
Committee  through  transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund  were  as  follows: 

FUTURE 

RESERVE  FUND  TRANSFERS 

Appropriated 
$10,000.00 

Transferred: 
Town  Officers  Expense 
Elections 
Police  Department 
Sanitary  Land  Fill 
General  Highway 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
Highway  Improvement  Loan 
Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

Dog  Officer 
Park  Department 
Short  Term  Interest 

$250.44 696.38 
179.44 
351.83 
845.61 
151.42 
29.76 

2,946.04 250.00 

1,020.00 
3,279.08 

Total  Transferred 
$10,000.00 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Second   To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to 
time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years 
beginning  January  1,  1971  and  January  1,  1972,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4, 
as  amended  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for 
a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 

sions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17,  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER,  WITH 
THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM  TIME  TO 
TIME  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEARS  BEGIN- 

NING JANUARY  1,  1971  AND  JANUARY  1,  1972  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  4  AS 
AMENDED,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES  AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS 
OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  17  AS  AMENDED. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compen- 

sation of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine 
the  manner  of  expending  same. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN  EXPENSES  AND 
FIX  THE  ANNUAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS 
FROM  JANUARY  1st  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  BELOW. 

Moderator  $30.00 
Selectmen: 
Chairmsn   400.00 
Clerk   800.00 
Other  member   300.00 

Town  Treasurer   4000.00 
Town  Collector  3500.00 
Assessors : 
Chairman  1650.00 
Clerk   750.00 
Other  member   750.00 

Planning  Board: 
Chairman  .....  $350.00 
Clerk.  ......  250.00 

Town  Clerk    1100.00 
Road  Commissioner.  .  8700.00 

Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not 
to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 
charged  to  applicable  Moth, 
Shade  Tree  and  Elm  Beetle 

appropriations . 
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Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by 
Library  Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  INCOME  FROM  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  BY  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FROM  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT ,  FROM  PARK  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE 
USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT  AND  FROM  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT . 

This  is  a  routine  Article  that  enables  the  Town  to  apply  the 

income  from  various  Town  agencies'  trust  funds  to  the  opera- 
tion of  those  agencies. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Ceme- 

tery Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

As  of  December  31,  1970  the  balance  in  this  account  was 
$4,500.32.    It  is  recommended  that  this  account  be  maintained 
as  a  reserve  against  future  contingencies. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  OVERLAY  SUR- 
PLUS RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $10,000  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 

The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  yearly  at  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing to  enable  the  Finance  Committee  to  have  funds  available  to 

meet  any  extraordinary  or  unforeseen  expenses  . 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  .1, 
1971. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND  APPRO- 
PRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $5,840.85  TO  PAY  OUTSTANDING  BILLS  CONTRACTED 

PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1,  1971  BY  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT . 

Early  and  unusually  heavy  snows  in  December  resulted  in  an 
over- expenditure  of  $8,786.89  in  the  Snow  and  Ice  account  for 
1970.    The  full  amount  of  $2,946.06  remaining  in  the  Reserve 
Fund  was  applied,  leaving  $5,849.85  to  be  raised  at  this  time. 
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Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 

Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SEL- 
ECTMEN TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC 

WORKS  AND  THE  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

In  accordance  with  State  Law,  this  Article  must  be  entered  into 
our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work  with  the  State  and  County  in 
connection  with  maintenance  and  construction  of  highways  and  to 
enable  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  applicable  reimbursements. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1970,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes, 
if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $837.75 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1970,  SAID  GRANT  TO 
BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FOR 
SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  SUCH  GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.  As  a  formality  it 
is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  it. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 

appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Depart- 
ment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be 

rendered  to  the  School  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $600.00 
APPROPRIATED  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  TO  THE  LIBRARY  DEPART- 

MENT TO  REIMBURSE  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SERVICES  TO  BE 
RENDERED  TO  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transfer  to  repay  the  Library  for  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Elementary  Schools. 

Twelfth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
for  the  current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Thirteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 

Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  high- 
ways, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 

THE  SUM  OF  $13,200  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  SHARE  OF  THE  COST  OF  THE 
WORK,  REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  UPON  RECEIPT. 

Fourteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 

Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  high- 
ways, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Town  has  the  option 
of  taking  State  aid  for  either  highway  maintenance  or  for  new 
highway  construction.    We  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  inter- 

ests of  the  Town  to  have  Chapter  90  work  applied  to  new  con- 
struction. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum 

of  money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 

THE  SUM  OF  $16,500  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  AND  THE  COUNTY'S  SHARE 
OF  THE  WORK,  REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  AND  COUNTY  TO  BE  RE- 

STORED TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  RECEIPT. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1969 
station  wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used 
as  a  Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE,  TO  TRADE  IN 
THE  1969  POLICE  STATION  WAGON  AND  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  STATION 
WAGON  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3,500  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

The  Police  Cruiser  in  question  went  into  service  in  July,  1969. 
As  of  December  31,  1970,  registered  mileage  on  this  vehicle  was 
73,959.    Its  present  condition  is  such  that  it  is  no  longer 
considered  dependable  for  the  service  required  and  should  be 
replaced.    We  believe  that  the  current  practice  of  replacing 
each  of  the  two  Police  Cruisers  in  alternate  years  is  a  reason- 

able and  economical  method  of  keeping  two  dependable  vehicles 
in  operation. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Topsfield 

Building  Code  by-law  by  adding  to  Article  III  of  said  by-law, 
section  4  as  follows:    No  building  erected  under  a  permit  or 

otherwise,  shall  be  occupied  or  used  without  an  occupancy  per- 
mit, signed  by  the  following: 172 



Wiring  Inspector  Plumbing  Inspector 
Fire  Department  Water  Department 
Highway  Department  Gas  Inspector 
Building  Inspector  Board  of  Health 

which  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  building  and  its 
uses,  and  the  uses  incident  thereto,  comply  in  all  respect 
with  all  building  codes. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AMEND  THE  TOPSFIELD  BUILDING 

CODE  BY-LAW  BY  ADDING  TO  ARTICLE  III  OF  SAID  BY-LAW,  SECTION  4 
AS  FOLLOWS:    NO  BUILDING  ERECTED  UNDER  A  PERMIT  OR  OTHERWISE, 
SHALL  BE  OCCUPIED  OR  USED  WITHOUT  AN  OCCUPANCY  PERMIT,  SIGNED 
BY  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Wiring  Inspector  Plumbing  Inspector 
Fire  Department  Water  Department 
Highway  Department  Gas  Inspector 
Building  Inspector  Board  of  Health 

MICH  PERMIT  SHALL  NOT  BE  ISSUED  UNTIL  THE  BUILDING  AND  ITS 
USES,  AND  THE  USES  INCIDENT  THERETO,  COMPLY  IN  ALL  RESPECTS 
WITH  ALL  BUILDING  CODES. 

The  purpose  of  this  Amendment  is  to  insure  that  all  new  con- 
struction complies  with  building  code  requirements.    We  be- 

lieve that  this  provision  will  benefit  the  home  owner  and  we 
consider  it  to  be  a  desirable  addition  to  our  building  code. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  provisions  of 
GL  c40,  section  22D  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  this  law) 

This  section  authorizes  the  selectmen  to  make  regulations 
authorizing  the  Chief  of  Police  to  have  vehicles  towed  and 
stored  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  if  any  vehicle  is  standing 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  impede  snow  removal  or  in  violation  of 
certain  ordinances  regarding  parking.    The  section  limits  rhe 
charges  and  goes  into  further  details. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
GL  c40,  SECTION  2 2D  AS  AMENDED. 

In  the  past  years  the  Town  has  had  problems  with  vehicles  park- 
ing in  restricted  areas  during  Fair  week.    There  have  also  been 

problems  with  vehicles  parking  on  streets  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  impede  snow  removal.    In  order  to  implement  the  provisions 

of  GL  c40,  section  22D  it  will  be  necessary  to  draft  by-laws 
setting  out  the  restricted  parking  areas  and  it  will  also  be 
necessary  for  the  Selectmen  to  draft  regulations  setting  fines 
for  storage  and  towing  of  vehicles  impeding  snow  removal. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of 
law)    This  Chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for 
Police  Officers  for  taking  certain  educational  courses.  The 
Town  would  get  a  50%  reimbursement  for  such  increases. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Homestead  Way  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  location,  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  Ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  Plan  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of 

said  way  and  name  it,  "Homestead  Way". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  HOMESTEAD  WAY  AS  A 
PUBLIC  WAY. 

The  Planning  Board  advises  that  the  Contractor  has  satisfactor- 
ily fulfilled  all  requirements  for  acceptance.    Acting  upon 

this  advice,  the  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action. 

Twenty -first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Parsonage  Lane 
from  Normandy  Row  to  stone  bounds  at  station  12  +  82.06  includ- 

ing Oak  Drive  from  Parsonage  Lane  to  land  of  New  England  Power 
Company  as  shown  on  the  Bare  Hill  Sub-division  Plan  as  public 
ways  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 

ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and 

name  the  said  area  referred  to  as  Oak  Drive,  "Oak  Drive";  and 
the  said  area  referred  to  as  Parsonage  Lane,  "Parsonage  Lane". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  AS  PUBLIC  WAYS  THOSE 
PORTIONS  OF  PARSONAGE  LANE  AND  OAK  DRIVE  AS  DESCRIBED  IN  THIS 
ARTICLE. 

The  Planning  Board  advises  that  the  Contractor  has  satisfactor- 
ily fulfilled  all  requirements  for  acceptance.    Acting  upon 

this  advice,  the  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action. 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Wilmor  Road  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations ,  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office 

of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  ' 
and  name  it,  "Wilmor  Road". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  WILMOR  ROAD  AS  A 
PUBLIC  WAY. 

The  Planning  Board  advises  that  the  Contractor  has  satisfactor- 
ily fulfilled  all  requirements  for  acceptance.    Acting  upon 

this  advice,  the  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action. 

Twenty -third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following 
by-law: 

Section  1.    As  used  in  this  section: 
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a.  The  term  "Town  agency"  includes  any  board,  bureau, 
commission,  committee,  department  or  other  agency  of  the  Town 
of  Topsfield,  including  the  School  Committee. 

b.  The  term  "contract"  includes  any  contract,  subcontract 
or  other  agreement. 

c.  The  term  "contractor"  includes  any  contractor  and  his 
subcontractors,  any  other  subcontractor  or  other  contracting 
party. 

d.  The  term  "bidder"  includes  any  bidder,  sub -bidder  or 
prospective  contractor  and  his  subcontractors,  any  other  sub- 

contractor or  other  contracting  party. 

Section  2.    No  Town  agency  shall  enter  into  any  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  goods  or  services  or  for  the  construction, 
maintenance,  renovation  or  repair  of  any  building,  structure, 
street,  way,  utility  or  other  public  works  with  any  contractor 
which  does  not  take  affirmative  action  to  provide  equal  employ- 

ment opportunity  for  all  qualified  persons  without  regard  to 
race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or  national  origin. 

Section  3.    Each  bidder  and  each  contractor  shall  include  with 
all  bids  and  all  compliance  and  progress  reports  submitted  to 
any  Town  agency  a  report  which  shall  include: 

a.  a  certificate  stating  that  he  is  currently  in  compli- 
ance with  all  applicable  federal  and  state  laws  governing  non- 

discrimination in  employment,  and  setting  forth  the  affirma- 
tive action  he  is  currently  undertaking  and  will  undertake 

during  the  contract  period  to  provide  equal  employment  oppor- 
tunity for  all  qualified  persons  without  regard  to  race,  color, 

religion,  sex  or  national  origin;  and 

b.  a  statement  in  writing,  with  supporting  information, 
signed  by  an  authorized  officer  or  agent  on  behalf  of  any  labor 
union  or  other  agency  which  refers  workers  or  provides  or 
supervises  apprenticeship  or  other  training  programs  with  which 
the  bidder  or  contractor  deals,  to  the  effect  that  the  union  or 

other  agency's  practices  and  policies  do  not  discriminate  on 
the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex  or  national  origin; 
provided,  in  the  event  that  the  union  or  other  agency  shall 
refuse  to  execute  such  a  statement,  the  bidder  or  contractor 
need  only  so  certify  in  writing. 

A  copy  of  any  such  report  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk  and  shall  upon  said  filing  become  a  public 
record  which  shall  not  be  destroyed  for  a  period  of  five  years 
following  the  completion  of  the  contract  to  which  it  relates. 

175 



Section  4.    The  provisions  of  this  by-law  shall  not  apply  to 
any  contract  for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  to  bidders 
and  contractors  employing  fewer  than  six  persons;  provided 
that  where  the  contract  is  for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars, 
but  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars,  any  Town  agency  may 
apply  the  provisions  of  Section  3  to  any  contract,  bidder  or 
contractor. 

Submitted  by  petition  of  Patricia  C.  Wilson,  et  al. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  ADOPT  THE  BY-LAW  AS  WORDED  UNDER 
ARTICLE  23RD. 

The  Finance  Committee  approves  the  concept  and  objectives  of 
this  By-Law  and  has  been  assured  by  Town  Counsel  that  the 
article  presents  no  legal  problem  to  the  Town. 

Twenty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the 
Tree  Warden,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree -Planning 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and 
plant  same  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $750.00  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  AND  PLANTING  OF  SHADE  TREES 

AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREE  WARDEN,  WITH  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  TOPS- 
FIELD  TREE  PLANNING  SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMIS- 

SION, TO  PURCHASE  AND  PLANT  SAME. 

We  believe  that  the  Town  should  continue  the  program  started 
last  year  to  replace  dying  trees  and  to  plant  trees  in  areas 
where  they  have  been  removed  as  the  result  of  construction  and 
road  building  projects.    This  program  will  help  to  beautify 
the  Town  in  future  years  at  a  modest  cost. 

Twenty- Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  educa- 

tion and  prevention,  such  fund  to  be  administered  by  the  Board 
of  Health. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REV- 
ENUE THE  SUM  OF  $1,000.00  FOR  DRUG  EDUCATION  AND  PREVENTION, 

SUCH  FUND  TO  BE  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

This  money  will  be  disbursed  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  Tri- 
Town  Council  for  Drugs  and  Alcohol.    Similar  action  is  antici- 

pated by  the  other  two  member  towns. 

Although  this  is  a  token  amount,  compared- to  the  magnitude  of 
the  problem,  this  money,  coupled  with  donations  and  gifts,  will 
enable  continuation  of  present  programs  plus  the  planning  and 
addition  of  others.    This  is  a  most  worthwhile  expenditure  in 
comparison  to  the  value  received. 
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Twenty -sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park  De- 
partment to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise  and 

assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  purchase  for  the  Park  Department,  a  power  mower, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $1,600.00 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  A  TRIPLEX  POWER  MOWER, 
AND  THAT  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT  BE  AUTHORIZED  TO  SELL  ITS  CURRENT 
MOWING  MACHINE. 

The  current  Triplex  Mower  being  used  by  the  Park  Department  is 
four  years  old.    Due  to  its  heavy  use,  it  is  necessary  to  re- 

place this  mower  every  three  or  four  years  in  order  to  avoid 
excessive  repair  bills. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  installation  of  traffic  lights  at  the  Fire  Station  and 
authorize  the  Selectmen  to  contract  for  same  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $5,000.00  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS  AT  THE 
FIRE  STATION  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  TO  CON- 

TRACT FOR  THIS  INSTALLATION. 

This  article  provides  for  the  installation  of  traffic  lights 
opposite  the  new  Fire  Station  on  High  Street.    Because  this 
route  is  heavily  travelled,  we  believe  that  a  traffic  light  at 
this  location  is  essential  for  the  safe  operation  of  the  Fire 
Station. 

Twenty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  agreement 
between  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  Middleton  and  Topsfield  forming 
the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  by  striking  out  and 
rescinding  Section  XII  of  said  Agreement  entitled  INCURRING  OF 
DEBT,  and  adding  Section  XII  providing  for  the  incurring  of  a 

debt,  other  than  a  temporary  debt,  in  anticipation  of  -  revenue 
be  pursuant  to  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  Chapter  71, 
Section  16 (n)  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts  (Ter.  Ed.) 
as  amended.    Said  amendment  will  in  substance  provide  that  the 
incurring  of  other  than  temporary  indebtedness  must  be  approved 
by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  in  the  member  towns 
voting  on  the  question  at  an  election  called  by  the  three  towns 

at  the  expense  of  the  district,  on  ballots  prepared  by  the  dis- 
trict, and  conducted  in  each  town  in  the  same  manner  as  the 

election  of  Town  Officers. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  veto  provision,  now  contained  in  the  Masconomet  Agreement, 
grants  any  member  town  the  prerogative  to  vote  down  a  capital 
expenditure  by  a  majority  vote. 
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It  is  felt  by  the  Regional  School  Committee  that  this  veto 
provision  should  be  eliminated.    Enabling  legislation  passed 
by  the  General  Court  last  year  permits  this  change.    If  this 
change  is  voted,  a  majority  of  votes  cast  in  the  three  towns 
will  decide  such  an  issue.    A  negative  majority  vote  in  one  or 
more  towns  could  therefore  be  offset  by  a  larger  plurality  in 
the  other  town  or  towns. 

We  feel  that  the  member  towns  should  retain  their  Veto  power 
at  present,  but  should  be  cognizant  of  their  responsibility 
when  exercising  their  vote  for  future  planning  monies. 

The  possible  regionalization  of  K-12  is  a  different  issue  and 
if  implemented  would  require  a  new  agreement  by  the  member 
towns.    We  appreciate  that  it  is  improbable  that  the  veto  can 
be  maintained  under  a  K-12  region  with  neighborhood  elementary 
schools;  however,  this  issue  should  be  debated  at  that  time. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for  im- 

proving drainage  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  drainage  problem  that  existed  will  be  satisfactorily  taken 
care  of  by  the  Highway  Department  out  of  their  operating 
budget . 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  lot  A  as  land  to 

be"  used  for  Board  of  Health  purposes  and  designate  lot  B  as land  to  be  used  for  conservation  purposes;  lot  A  and  lot  B  are 

shown  on  a  Plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye  Brook, 
Topsfield,  Compiled  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  from  old  surveys 

and  aerial  photograph,  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor,  Decem- 
ber, 1970,  Scale  1  in.  =  200  ft.";  said  Plan  is  on  file  with 

the  Town  Clerk,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (Said 
Plan  is  also  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds . ) 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  DESIGNATE  LOT  A  AS  LAND  TO  BE 
USED  FOR  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  PURPOSES  AND  DESIGNATE  LOT  B  AS  LAND 
TO  BE  USED  FOR  CONSERVATION  PURPOSES:    LOT  A  AND- B  ARE  SHOWN  ON 
A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "PLAN  OF  PROPERTY  BORDERING  PYE  BROOK"  C.  LAW- 

RENCE BOND  REG'D  SURVEYOR,  DECEMBER  1970,  Scale  1  in.  =  200  ft." 
SAID  PLAN  IS  ON  FILE  WITH  THE  TOWN  CLERK,  AND  WITH  THE  ESSEX 
SOUTH  DISTRICT  REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS. 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  requires  this  action  to 
qualify  for  possible  reimbursement  for  the  Conservation  portion 
of  the  land. 
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Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  petition  the  General 
Court  to  authorize  the  Town  to  purchase  land  in  Boxford  for 
conservation;  said  land  consists  of  7.9  acres  and  is  shown  as 

Lot  C  on  a  Plan  entitled,  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye 
Brook,  Topsfield,  Compiled  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  from 

old  surveys  and  aerial  photograph,  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd 
Surveyor,  December,  1970.    Scale  1  in.  =  200  ft.";  said  Plan is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN  TO 
PRESENT  A  BILL  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  REGARDING  THE  PURCHASE  OF 
LAND  IN  BOXFORD  DESCRIBED  IN  THIS  ARTICLE. 

Because  there  isn't  any  current  history  covering  this  type  of 
purchase,  the  State  has  suggested  we  follow  this  procedure  to 
make  certain  it  is  legal  for  a  town  to  purchase  land  in  another 
town . 

Thirty -second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  pro- 

viding payment  of  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the 
Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  c40,  section  5,  clause  40c  of  the 
General  Laws. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $1,921.41  FROM 
SURPLUS  REVENUE  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH  FOR  PROVIDING  PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  OR 
TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE  MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  NORTH 
SHORE,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISION  OF  G.L.  c40,  SECTION 
40C  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS. 

This  is  our  share  of  support  for  the  Mental  Health  Association 
which  covers  the  North  Shore.    Free  or  reduced  cost  services 
are  available  to  citizens  who  cannot  defray  their  own  expenses. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN." 

The  Stabilization  Fund  balance  now  stands  at  $80,823.43. 
Since  this  is  over  the  minimum  amount  of  $75,000.00  required 

to  qualify  for  matching  State  Funds  on  future  school  construc- 
tion, it  is  recommended  that  no  further  addition  be  made  at 

this  time. 

Thirty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  appraisal 
and  awarding  of  damages  if  any,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Essex  resulting  from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out, 
altering  and  relocating  of  Hill  Street. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $2,500.00  FOR  THE  APPRAISAL  AND  AWARDING  OF  DAMAGES, 
IF  ANY,  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  RESULTING 
FROM  THE  TAKING  FOR  THE  LAYING  OUT,  ALTERING  AND  RELOCATING  OF 
HILL  STREET. 

It  is  obvious  that  many  parts  of  Hill  Street  are  too  narrow  to 
accommodate  two  vehicles  abreast,  and  due  to  the  narrow  sec- 

tions Town  vehicles  are  unable  to  operate  efficiently.    At  this 
time  there  are  approximately  five  property  owners  involved  in 
the  taking,  some  of  whom  have  indicated  they  will  give  the  land 
to  the  Town.    It  is  our  feeling  that  the  taking  should  be 
accomplished  before  the  lots  are  sold  off  and  the  Town  finds 
itself  in  a  position  of  having  to  deal  with  an  increased  number 
of  owners. 

Thirty -fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners prepare  for  presentation  to  the  1972  annual  Town  Meet- 

ing a  proposal  for  engaging  the  services  of  a  professional 
landscape  architect  to: 

1.  Prepare  planting  plans  for  the  three  Town  cemeteries 
which  may  be  carried  out  over  a  period  of  years  and  which  will 
include  plantings  for  the  new  areas  which  will  be  needed  in  the 
next  ten  to  fifteen  years. 

2.  Obtain  competent  advice  on  improved  pruning  practices. 

3.  Develop  regulations  under  which  individuals  and  lot 
owners  may  contribute  to  the  beautification  of  the  cemeteries 
by  doing  plantings  which  conform  with  and  help  carry  out  the 
intent  of  the  overall  plan. 

4.  Develop  improved  regulations  as  to  size,  setting  and 
design  of  markers. 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

GL  cll4,  Section  23,  states  that  the  Cemetery  Commissioners 

have  the  sole  care,  superintendence  and  management  of  all  pub- 
lic burial  grounds  and  may  plant,  embellish,  ornament  and 

fence  the  same  and  make  such  improvements  as  it  considers  con- 
venient.   Therefore,  the  passage  of  this  article  would  have  no 

binding  legal  effect  upon  the  Cemetery  Commissioners.    The  Town 
has  duly  elected  its  Commissioners  and  should  rely  upon  their 
competence . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  R.  SMITH  CHARLES  M.  THING,  Chairman 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON  FREDERIC  C.  HARTMAN 
MICHAEL  E.  TYLER  KENNETH  W.  CASTNER 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Topsfield  Incorporated  - 

Population 

Number  Registered  Voters 

Total  Valuation 

Number  of  Homes 

Area  in  square  miles 

Miles  of  Town  Roads 

□lurches 

1650 

1900  • 
1950  ■ 
1965  - 
1970  • 

2,635  -  1971 

1,030 
1,409 
4,375 5,193 

(Taxable  property)  $27,527,926.51 
(Non-Taxable  property)  4,154,185.00 

1340 

12.86 

48.15 

Congregational 
Catholic 
Episcopal 
Lutheran 

established  1663 
1945 
1957 
1961 

23,982 
67,933 

Library 
Volume  -  number  of  books 
Circulation 
Hours  -  2  -  9  Monday  through  Friday 

10-2  Saturday 
10  -  12  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1,  1971 

Elementary 
Junior  High 
High  School 

K-6 
7-8 

935 
313 
516 

Protection 
Police  -  Full  time  -  Chief  -  Sergeant  -  6  Patrolmen 
Fire         Call  Department 

Town  Water  (hydrants)  -  Covers  781  of  homes  and  businesses 

Communications  Center  -  Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Call  7-2121 
Town  Hall  -  Business  -  Info.  7-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston  Mass.  02133 
State  Senator  -  William  L.  Saltonstall  -  3rd  Essex  District 
State  Representative  -  Robert  C.  Buell  -  12th  Essex  District 
Federal  Lesislators  in  Washington,  D.C. 

State  Senators  -  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Edward  W.  Brooke 
Congressman  -  Michael  J.  Harrington  -  6th  District 

Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall  -  $1.00  per  copy 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1971-1972 
ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr.,  1972 

Selectmen  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1974 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.,  1972 

John  Sanger,  1973 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1974 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1972 

Town  Collector  Deborah  D.  Moulton,  1974 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble,  1972 

Assessors  Charles  E.  Pethybridge ;  1974 
John  B.  Gamans,  1972 

Anthony  D'Agostino,  1973 

School  Committee: 
J.  Richard  Relick,  1974                             Donald  Cox,  Chrm. ,  1973 
Carlotta  Tyler,  1974                                 Willard  B.  Spring,  1972 

Barbara  Hartford,  1972 

Regional  District  School  Committee:                          Paul  Johnson,  1972 
Glenn  M.  Fay,  Supt.                                       Carleton  Porter,  1973 

Thomas  A.  Grady,  1974 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent  Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent.  .  .  .James  N.  Chooljian 

Constable                                                        Theodore  J.  Williams,  1972 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  ....  Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1972 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 
Mario  D.  Banus,  1972*                                      Richard  Stowe,  1972 
Ganson  Purcell,  Jr.,  1972                           Barbara  K.  Booth,  1973 
Stanley  Cohen,  1974*                                     Lynn  V.  Stevens,  1973 
Helen  Shackford,  1972                                   Peter  A.  Wilson,  1974 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

Cemetery  Commissioners: 

Park  Commissioners 

Planning  Board: 

Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  1972 
Walter  K.  Anderson,  1973 

Charles  R.  Mann,  1974 

Joseph  P.  Friend,  1972 
David  P.  Smallidge,  1973 
Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1974 

George  W.  Day,  Chr,  1972 
Douglas  W.  Rankin,  1973 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1974 

Jackson  0.  Welsh,  1972 
James  R.  Klock,  1973 

Alvah  Balentine,  1974 
Robert  H.  Klar,  Chrm. ,  1975 

David  Miller,  1976 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1972 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1973* Custis  Campbell,  appt.,  1972 
Francis  N.  Carter,  1974 

APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee: 
Frederick  C.  Hartman,  1972 
John  Peterson,  1972 
Michael  E.  Tyler,  1973 

Richard  R.  Smith,  1973 
Charles  M.  Thing,  1974 

Kenneth  W.  Castner,  Jr.,  Chrm.,  1974 

Chief  of  Police 

Sergeant.  .  .  . 

Roger  G.  Peabody# 

.  .  Harold  Moore 

Regular  Patrolmen: 
Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
William  H.  Howard,  Jr. 

Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 
Orin  A.  Nelson 

Richard  F.  Little 

Reserve  Patrolmen: 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
H.  Robinson  Vail 

William  T.  Gamble 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 

R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

Policewoman  Nellie  R.  Peabody 

Special  Police  Officers 
John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 

Chester  A.  Hood 
Clifton  P.  Elliott  -  Fire  Dept. 



Fire  Department: 
Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 
Deputy  Chief  Howard  L.  Stultz 
Deputy  Chief  Robert  A.  Wood 
Captain    ....  .Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 
Lieutenant  Gordon  Newton 
Lieutenant  Frank  Watson 
Lieutenant  Richard  Wyman 

Town  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1974 

Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 

Board  of  Health  Agent  John  Romanski 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector  John  Romanski 

Sanitary  Engineer  John  Romanski 

Dog  Officer  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector  Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum    Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Animal  Inspector    Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden  Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 
Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 
Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 
Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Harvey  W.  Perry 
Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 
Thomas  E.  Elliott 

Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper  Harry  W.  Fuller 
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Field  Drivers: Harry  W.  Fuller 
Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds:  Alice  F.  Castle,  1972 
Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1972* Leslie  B.  Fales,  appt.,  1972 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control  Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

Burial  Agent    William  A.  Perkins 

Caretaker  -  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  John  R.  Gould 

Town  Forest  Committee:  George  W.  Day,  1972 
Laurence  C.  Dosh,  1973 

John  J.  Hurley,  1974 
Local  Coordinator  -  Civil  Defense  Robert  A.  Wood 

Communication  Robert  E.  Howlett ,  Jr. 
Radiological  Staff  Officer  Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Town  Insurance  Committee : 

Alice  F.  Castle  Donald  H.  Cox 
Browning  E.  iMarean,  Jr.  John  J.  Bright 
John  M.  Hughes 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  the  Committee 

Sanitation  Committee: 
Board  of  Health  John  Romanski 
Water  Department  Walter  K.  Anderson 
At  Large  George  H.  Gage 
Chairman  Dean  Harwood 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District    John  W.  Peirce 

Special  Drainage  Committee:     5/28/63  George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 
Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 

Alvah  H.  Balentine 

Memorial  Day  Committee:  Douglas  Rankin,  1972 
Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1973 

Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1974 

Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee: 

Kenneth  Castner,  Finance  Committee  Jonathan  B.  Peck 
Willard  Spring,  School  Committee  He lane  S.  Walker 
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Zoning  Appeal  Board: Charles  Evans,  1972 
Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1973 

Clayton  F.  Rock,  1974 
George  Ross  -  Alternate* 

Frank  Butler,  appt.  -  Alternate 

Soil  Erosion  Board: Robert  A.  Klar 
Clayton  F.  Rock 
Francis  Miller 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee: 
James  0.  Woodbridge,  1972 
Robert  E.  Hartford,  1972 
Peter  Wilson,  1973* 
E.  Michael  Brown,  1974 
Donald  Cox,  School  Committee 
Alvan  Balentine,  Planning  Board 

Barbara  Wheatland,  1973 
Gerald  F.  Rourke,  1974* 

Appt.  Thomas  H.  Englund,  1974 
Mary  Wendell,  1974 

Municipal  Services  Building  Committee: 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Philip  L.  Godbout 

(T.M.  3/2/64  Art.  13) 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Robert  A.  Wood 

Recreation  Committee: 
George  C.  Hinkley,  Jr. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
John  Bond 
Judson  Pratt  appt. 

Waldo  H.  Smith 
Gretchen  Stott 

Rodger  H.  Stone* John  A.  Harvey 

Conservation  Commission: 
John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman,  1974* 
Walter  Barndt,  Chairman,  1974 
Barbara  Booth,  1972 
Robert  Klar,  1972 

John  Nutter,  1973 
Derek  VanEtten,  1973 
Barbara  Welsh,  1973 

James  R.  Klock,  Planning  Board 

Board  of  Registrars Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr. ,  1972 

John  J.  Hurley,  1973 
Edward  T.  Welch,  1974 

Communications  Committee: Robert  A.  Wood 
Chairman  Robert  E.  Hewlett,  Jr. 

Roger  G.  Peabody 

Topsfield  Conservation  Commission  Tree  Planning  Committee: 
(3/10/69  -  letter  from  Conservation  Commission) 
Derek  VanEtten,  Chairman  Douglas  -  Rankin John  Nutter 

Environmental  Control  Committee: 
John  Aulson 
Elwood  Bickford 

John  Keohane,  Chairman 
Charles  Curtis 
Charles  Evans 

Resigned #  Tenure 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

BIRTHS 

Date  of  Birth Name  of  Child Name  of  Parents 

1971 

Jan.  9 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  28 

Jan.  30 

Feb.  24 

March  10 

May  15 

May  24 

May  26 

June  2 

June  4 

Megan  Cheney  McTigue 

Sadie  Dayton 

Deborah  Lynne  Boyle 

Todd  Kimball  Patch 

Richard  Andrews  Ganley 

Patricia  Ann  Tefft 

March  10  Jason  Winthrop  Powers 

March  13  Diana  Ayer  Steward 

April  16  David  Lincoln  Herron 

Terri  Lynne  McGovern 

Paul  Simon  Maestranzi 

Robert  Frost  Parsons  II 

Amanda  True  Coan 

Julianne  Kinley 

William  Howard  McTigue 
Ruth  Kay  (Proper)  McTigue 

Keith  Allen  Dayton 
Donna  Marie  (Dunphy)  Dayton 

Douglas  Arthur  Boyle 
Cynthia  Jane  (Corbin)  Boyle 

Roger  Thomas  Patch 
Linda  (Kimball)  Patch 

Richard  Edward  Ganley 
Nancy  Jeanne  (Andrews)  Ganley 

Lloyd  Daniel  Tefft 
Marion  Blanche  (Rice)  Tefft 

Whitney  Rowell  Powers 
Mahmuda  Flint  (Karim)  Powers 

Campbell  Steward 
Barbara  Fairfax  (Bell)  Steward 

John  Harrington  Herron 
Mary  Frances  (Coppinger)  Herron 

Paul  Thomas  McGovern 
Sandra  Ruth  (Evitts)  McGovern 

Leo  John  Maestranzi 
Joanne  Marie  (Butler)  Maestranzi 

Robert  Frost  Parsons 
Kathleen  Claire  (Beecher) 

Parsons 

Ralph  William  Coan,  Jr. 
Kathryn  Mary  (Justin)  Coan 

William  Raymond  Kinley 
Nancy  Ann  (Zorella)  Kinley 

9 



June  15  Cynthia  Marie  Arathuzik 

June  22  Joseph  Vincent  Blanco 

July  8  Tamara  Joyce  Batten 

July  27  Stephen  Arthur  Krom 

Aug.  12  Kipler  Ann  Johnson 

Aug.  16  Keith  Matthew  Bataran 

Sept.  6  Glenn  Paul  Eaton 

Sept.  6  Thomas  George  Clark 

Sept.  13  Richard  Allan  Jones,  Jr. 

Sept.  16  Suzanne  Renee  Gaudrault 

Sept.  26  Kristin  Handy 

Oct.  6  Elizabeth  Hagan 

Oct.  6  Jesse  Robert  Brown 

Oct.  7  Kristin  Liria  Chamberlain 

Oct.  8  Susan  Elizabeth  Turner 

Oct.  12  Adam  Paul  Eraser 

Oct.  17  Kimberly  Gene  Symes 

Oct.  19  Kirsten  Nicole  Lake 
10 

John  Edward  Arathuzik 
Dorothy  (Joly)  Arathuzik 

Jose  Enriquez  Blanco 
Angelica  Zornosa  (Morales) 

Blanco 

Gregory  John  William  Batten 
Sandra  Lynne  (Gustavsen)  Batten 

Richard  Reiling  Krom 
Eleanor  Claire  (Kowalski)  Krom 

Gordon  Timothy  Johnson 
Nancy  Ann  (Berglund)  Johnson 

George  Michael  Bataran 
Carla  Mavis  (Dayton)  Bataran 

Paul  Franklin  Eaton 
Kathryn  Louise  (Morris)  Eaton 

George  Edward  Clark 
Nancy  Lee  (Thomas)  Clark 

Richard  Allan  Jones,  Sr. 
Beverly  Ann  (Landry)  Jones 

Norman  Claude  Gaudrault 
Evelyn  Lorraine  (Lord)  Gaudrault 

Richard  Howe  Handy 
Constance  Jo  (Booth)  Handy 

Richard  Arthur  Hagan 
Barbara  Ann  (Jones)  Hagan 

William  Leslie  Brown,  Jr. 
Cleo  Christine  (Georgulis)  Brown 

Theodore  Johnstone  Chamberlain 
Liria  Lee  (Bower)  Chamberlain 

Dale  Olen  Turner 
Margaret  Helen  (Fales)  Turner 

James  Horace  Fraser 
Roberta  Louise  (Wooster)  Fraser 

Ernest  Michael  Symes 
Cynthia  Lynne  (Harrington)  Symes 

Arvie  Adrian  Lake,  Jr. 
Karen  Deanne  (Ball)  Lake 



Oct.  28  Rachel  Jean  Watson 

Nov.  1  Jason  Austin  Garron 

Nov.  10  Elissa  Ann  Glatz 

Nov.  18  Brian  Foster  Caldwell 

Nov.  18  Jason  Travis  Weaver 

Nov.  21  Sarah  Porter  Denton 

Nov.  25  Shawn  David  Bilodeau 

Nov.  29  Nicole  Ann  Bir 

Dec.  4  Julie -Ann  Burke 

Dec.  9  Michael  Craig  Warren 

Dec.  10  Laura  Williams  McCarthy 

Dec.  13  Christopher  Michael  Reilly 

Dec.  18  Carrie  A.  Fuller 

Dec.  26  Sharon  Elizabeth  Holland 

Dec.  6  Christina  Rolsma 

Frank  Ansley  Watson 
Margaret  Mae  (Macaulay)  Watson 

Steven  Lloyd  Garron 
Carlene  Frances  (Wells)  Garron 

Frederick  Joseph  Glatz 
Joan  Theresa  (Michigan)  Glatz 

William  Albert  Caldwell 
Barbara  Ann  (Kaestner)  Caldwell 

Wallace  Earle  Weaver 
Sherrill  Ann  (Watts)  Weaver 

Richard  Porter  Denton 
Susan  Burke  (Rich)  Denton 

Randall  Paul  Bilodeau 
Kathleen  Joan  (Gray)  Bilodeau 

Thomas  Andrew  Bir 
Carol  Ann  (Genecco)  Bir 

Joseph  Henry  Burke 
Marjorie  Rose  (LeBel)  Burke 

Douglas  Alfred  Warren 
Wendy  Ann  (Lougee)  Warren 

Michael  Williams  McCarthy 
Libby  Miller  (Hazel)  McCarthy 

Joseph  Michael  Reilly 
Carol  Ann  (Delory)  Reilly 

Timothy  Roger  Fuller 
Carol  Richardson  (Magee)  Fuller 

David  Foster  Holland 
Linda  Standley  (Foster)  Holland 

Bernard  Rolsma 
Patricia  Kathleen  (Mecartney) 

Rolsma 
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MARRIAGES 

1970  Marriages  recorded  in  1971 

June  14        Brian  J.  Minot  (Danvers) ,  son  of  John  W.  and  Helen  Ann 
(Hogan)  Minot.    Candace  Anne  Mahen  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  James  Louis  and  Anne  Marie  (DiNucci)  Mahen.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  27       Steven  L.  Garron  (Danvers),  son  of  Burnley  A.  and  Frances 
Harriet  (Dolly)  Garron.      Carlene  F.  Wells  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Wendell  P.  and  Sophie  Frances  (Kras)  Wells. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  10        Jeffrey  P.  Hennessey  (Ipswich),  son  of  William  and  Eleanor 
(Jeffrey)  Hennessey.    Sally  J.  Preston  (Ipswich),  daughter 
of  Leonard  F.  and  Marjorie  (Wilson)  Preston.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  20         Laurent  F.  Bouchard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Laurent  A.  and 
Ruth  (Arpin)  Bouchard.    Mary  C.  Burke  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Gerald  J.  and  Anne  E.  (Sporer)  Burke.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  3  William  D.  Harwood  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Dean  L.  and 
Christine  H.  (Ross)  Harwood.    Patricia  A.  Blais  (Middle- 
ton)  ,  daughter  of  Antonio  0.  and  Ruth  M.  (Andrews)  Blais. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

1971 

Jan.  8  Thomas  Keith  Hebert  (Wenham) ,  son  of  Ernest  D.  and  Carol  J. 
(Vincent)  Hebert.    Diane  Irene  Femino  (Beverly),  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Ruth  M.  (Tozer)  Femino.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Jan.  10        William  F.  Pickard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Tilton  C.  and 
Martha  A.  (Coffey)  Pickard.    Marsha  A.  Clough  (Middleton) , 
daughter  of  Arthur  and  Ruby  Louise  (Smith)  Clough. 
Married  in  Middleton. 

Jan.  16         John  David  Walser  (Hudson,  New  Hampshire) ,  son  of  John  and 
Joyce  (Sena)  Walser.    Belinda  Sue  Dunham  (Hudson,  New 
Hampshire) ,  daughter  of  Raymond  and  Louise  (Pettus) 
Dunham.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Jan.  30         Charles  F.  Ford  (Topsfield),  son  of  Roy  C.  and  Ann  C. 
(McNeil)  Ford.    Kathleen  M.  Dawes  (Boxford) ,  daughter  of 
Arthur  W.  and  Phyllis  A.  (Westgate)  Dawes.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 
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Feb.  3  Charles  H.  Spaulding  (Topsfield),  son  of  Henry  W.  and 
Clara  M.  (Peasley)  Spaulding.    Eva  Belle  (Moulton) 
Hopping  (West  Boxford) ,  daughter  of  Charles  M.  and  Susie 
(Frost)  Moulton.    Married  in  Hamilton. 

March  6        Minot  Heath  Carter,  Jr.  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Minot  H.  and 
Elsie  (Grant)  Carter,  Sr.    Merle  Ann  (Turenne)  Cerino 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mabel  (Stevenson) 
Turenne.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  6         Richard  Harold  Scheel  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Harold  Alvin  and 
Catharine  Edna  (Yarrick)  Scheel.    Sabra  Lee  Brockway 
(Attleboro) ,  daughter  of  Harold  A.  and  Doris  M.  (Torrey) 
Brockway.    Married  in  Attleboro. 

March  12       Ronald  C.  Pickard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Fred  L.  and  Viola  L. 
(Boucher)  Pickard.    Marie  A.  Brown  (Rockford,  Michigan) , 
daughter  of  Wendell  E.  and  Beatrice  R.  (Thebo)  Brown. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  14       Sajed  Kamal  (Dacca,  East  Pakistan) ,  son  of  A.  K.  and  Sufia 
(Hossain)  Kamaluddin .    Rosemary  Buscemi  (Boston) ,  daughter 
of  Salvatore  and  Margaret  (Whittman)  Buscemi.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

April  17       James  T.  Tirrell,  III  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  T. ,  Jr. 
and  Abbie  May  (Doherty)  Tirrell.    Marilyn  June  Maker 
(St.  Albans,  Vermont),  daughter  of  Willard  and  Letitia 
(Day)  Maker.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  17       Ronald  J.  Clewes  (Topsfield),  son  of  Leslie  S.  and  Rita  F. 
(Cameron)  Clewes .    Karen  Gage  (Middleton) ,  daughter  of 
Norman  F.  and  Jean  L.  (Kuell)  Gage.    Married  in  Middleton. 

May  1  John  Joseph  Cole  (Salem) ,  son  of  Vernon  and  Helen  (Neary) 
Cole.    Deanna  R.  Bab in  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Franklin 
J.  and  Rita  (Smith)  Babin.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  1  William  T.  Enwright  (Newport,  Rhode  Island) ,  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Leys)  Enwright.    Myrna  E.  D'Amario  (New- 

port, Rhode  Island),  daughter  of  James  V.  and  Irene 
(Meagher)  D'Amario.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  30  Gary  John  Lynch  (Salem),  son  of  Leonard  C.  and  Margaret 
(Quinn)  Lynch.    Sharon  N.  Pappas  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
James  J.  and  Irene  S.  (Pavenski)  Pappas.    Married  in 
Peabody . 

June  5  James  L.  Feagle  (Alachua,  Florida) ,  son  of  Eddie  Bryant 
and  Eva  Clyde  (Morris)  Feagle.    Miriam  A.  (Hunt)  Fulton 
(Hollywood,  Florida),  daughter  of  Albert  G.  and  Mary 
Estelle  (Wright)  Hunt.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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June  6  David  Richard  French  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Archer  Norman  and 
Es telle  M.  (Krutchwitz)  French.  Mary  Ann  Blaisdell  (Box- 
ford)  ,  daughter  of  Ralph  W.  and  Margaret  B.  (Costa)  Blais- 

dell.   Married  in  Georgetown. 

June  12         Kenneth  S.  Crocker  (Topsfield),  son  of  Richard  E.  and 
Maxine  (Smerage)  Crocker.    Deborah  A.  Kerr  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Roger  B.  and  Barbara  W.  (Brooks)  Kerr.  Mar- 

ried in  Topsfield. 

June  19         Roger  A.  McLellan  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Richard  A.  and 
Mildred  E.  (Richardson)  McLellan.  Lorraine  Ann  Monahan 
(Wakefield) ,  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Dorothy  (Nickerson) 
Monahan.    Married  in  Wakefield. 

June  19         Peter  Claude  Brooks  (Bucksport,  Maine) ,  son  of  Claude  and 
Virginia  W. (Cimbollek)  Brooks.    Donna  T.  Bazzinotti 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Theresa  (Poudrette) 
Bazzinotti.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  19        Jeffrey  D.  Hosterman  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Walter  Roy,  Jr. 
and  Gladys  E.  (Towsey)  Hosterman.    Kathy  A.  Beach  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  Richard  D.  and  Patricia  A.  (Waite) 
Beach.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  20        A.  Reed  Worthen,  III  (Topsfield),  son  of  Alfred  R. ,  Jr. 
and  Ruth  S.  (Fisher)  Worthen.    Christine  A.  Duggan 
(Salem) ,  daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Geraldine  F. 
(Monaghan)  Duggan.    Married  in  Salem. 

June  26        John  F.  McLaughlin,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  John  F.  and 
Louise  (Torpey)  McLaughlin.    Rosemary  Reilly  (Lanesboro) , 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Hazel  (Johnson)  Reilly.  Married 
in  Pittsfield. 

June  26         Peter  D.  Smallidge  (Topsfield),  son  of  David  P.  and  Janet 
Alice  (Benjamin)  Smallidge.    Andrea  J.  Sgroi  (Middleton) , 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ruth  (Adams)  Sgroi.    Married  in 
Danvers . 

June  26         Russell  I.  Benson  (Walcott,  Connecticut),  son  of  Irving  R. 
and  Ruth  B.  (Watson)  Benson.    Cheryl  L.  Rendle  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  James  B.  and  Barbara  Ruth  (Emig)  Rendle. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  27        John  Allen  Rankin  (Bristol,  Connecticut),  son  of  Robert 
Haley  and  Dorothy  May  (Papps)  Rankin.    Beverly  Ann 
Nickerson  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Robert  Allan  and  Laura 
Newton  (Tucker)  Nickerson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  27        Howard  V.  Dow  (Saugus) ,  son  of  Albert  and  Sylvia  (Weiner) 
Dow.    Patricia  J.  Pratt  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  John  W. 
and  Mildred  Mary  (Osborne)  Pratt.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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July  2  Harley  W.  Lever  (Melrose),  son  of  Willis  A.  and  Rose  E. 
(Archibald)  Lever.    Laura  J.  Gibney  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Frank  P.  and  Mary  Lou  (Burton)  Gibney.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  4  Robert  I.  Martin  (Topsfield),  son  of  Isadore  G.  and 
Elizabeth  M.   (Lewis)  Martin.    Jill  M.  Waring  (West  New- 

bury) ,  daughter  of  George  Hartt  and  Jean  E.  (Ellis) 
Waring.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  10         Robert  Irwin  Davis  (Pittsford,  New  York),  son  of  Daniel 
and  Alice  Y.  (Hegedus)  Davis.    Wendy  Elizabeth  Gieryn 
(Waltham) ,  daughter  of  Henry  T.  and  Phyllis  R.  (Stevenson) 
Gieryn.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  17         Glenn  Edward  Shields  (Topsfield),  son  of  Edward  E.  and 
Phyllis  Marie  (Bean)  Shields.    Diana  G.  Pickard  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Fred  L.  and  Viola  L.  (Boucher) 
Pickard.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  17        Hazen  G.  Earle  (Topsfield),  son  of  George  N.  and  Doris  M. 
(Anderson)  Earle.    Cynthia  J.  Dempsey  (Peabody) ,  daughter 
of  Timothy  G.  and  Joyce  (Hartford)  Dempsey.    Married  in 
Peabody. 

July  24         George  H.  Folland,  Jr.  (Reading),  son  of  George  H.  and 
Alice  (Kanchuga)  Folland.    Gay  Mann  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Charles  R.  and  Rosalie  A.  (Gieser)  Mann.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  30         John  Chase  White  (Topsfield),  son  of  Charles  P.  and  Lucia 
P.   (Nowell)  White.    Sara  D.  (Clifford)  Riker  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Lucetta  R.  (Andrews)  Clifford. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  7  Glenn  Joseph  Shepherd  (Swampscott) ,  son  of  Joseph  N.  and 
Josephine  D.   (Rutkanscus)  Shepherd.    Jeanne  M.  Blanchard 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Elwyn  W.  and  Ruth  Elizabeth 
(Kniep)  Blanchard.    Married  in  Newbury. 

Aug.  21         James  Clark  Cox  (Marinette,  Wisconsin),  son  of  Arthur 
Donald  and  Dorothy  Marion  (Anderson)  Cox.    Jean  Marie 
Beaujean  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Kenton  A.  and  Jean  A. 
(Mehr)  Beaujean.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  28        John  Jeffrey  Naugler  (Beverly) ,  son  of  Elmer  and  Pauline 
(Churchley)  Naugler.    Deborah  Lee  Allard  (Beverly) , 
daughter  of  Elmer  H.  and  Anne  B.  (Ladish)  Allard.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  4         Gregory  N.  .Andrews  (Topsfield),  son  of  Chester  and  Olga 
(Taraduck)  Andrews.    Elyse  C.  Landry  (Beverly),  daughter 
of  George  H.  and  Elsie  (Tomer)  Landry.    Married  in  Beverly. 
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Sept.  18       Warren  Wright  Dunphy  (Tops fie Id) ,  son  of  Warren  C.  and 
Lucille  M.  (O'Hara)  Dunphy.    Carol  Ann  Lupa  (Newburyport), 
daughter  of  Mathew  and  Hazel  (Baddock)  Lupa.    Married  in 
Newburyport . 

Sept.  18       William  Rheinhart  Haag  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Harvey  C.  and 
Margaret  (Farrell)  Haag.    Lynn  Sauber  (Winchester) , 
daughter  of  James  W.  and  Martha  (Watkins)  Sauber.  Married 
in  Winchester. 

Sept.  18       Robert  J.  Coffin  (Topsfield),  son  of  Lester  A.  and 
Madeline  (Davidson)  Coffin.  Karen  E.  Hamilton  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Roger  A.  and  Martha  E.  (Mortimer) 
Hamilton.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  25       Robert  Cassidy  (Topsfield),  son  of  Robert  A.  and  Sarah 
Ann  (Shaw)  Cassidy.    Christena  E.  Stinson  (Stoneham) , 
daughter  of  Thomas  James  and  Christena  (Farrell)  Stinson. 
Married  in  Stoneham. 

Sept.  25       Douglas  A.  Kane  (Danvers)  son  of  Robert  P.  and  June  A. 
(Gosselin)  Kane.  Vivien  Joan  Bassett  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Albert  Bain  and  Joan  (Davies)  Bassett. 
Married  in  Danvers. 

Oct.  2  Michael  S.  Barba  (Doylestown,  Pennsylvania),  son  of 
Charles  E.,  Jr.  and  Marjorie  (Heald)  Barba.    Catherine  C. 
Jansen  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  J.  Jan  and  Martha  E. 
(Wilson)  Jansen.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  9  William  David  Zinck  (Melrose),  son  of  Frank  Alonso  and 
Eva  (Harris)  Zinck.    Nancy  Lee  McCallion  (Stoneham) , 
daughter  of  James  Ackroyd  and  Edith  Iltyd  (Geare) 
McCallion.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  9  Robert  J.  Keller  (Provincetown) ,  son  of  Hugh  Max  and  Helen 
E.  (Joseph)  Keller.  Sandra  J.  Newton  (Topsfield),  daugh- 

ter of  Gordon  B.  and  Luella  W.  (Currier)  Newton.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  9  Robert  Douglas  Robertson  (Hamilton),  son  of  Benjamin  G. 
and  Minnie  (Watson)  Robertson.    Hope  Andrew  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  William  C.  and  Evelyn  H.  (Huntley)  Andrew. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  15         Dana  E.  Sanger  (Topsfield),  son  of  John  A.  and'Mary  F. (White)  Sanger.    Sandra  J.  Gendron  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Richard  C.  and  Winifred  J.  (Santagate)  Gendron. 
Married  in  Lynnfield. 

Oct.  16         Richard  Allan  Miller  (Brighton),  son  of  Harry  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Richett)  Miller.    Deborah  Jane  Dietrich  (Box- 
ford)  ,  daughter  of  Horace  Raymond  and  Doris  (Caddy) 
Dietrich.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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Oct.  16         Dale  E.  Kitching  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Harold  M.  and  Jean  E. 
(Goodrich)  Kitching.    Paula  Sennott  (West  Boxford) , 
daughter  of  Henry  P.,  Jr.  and  Marilyn  (Howlett)  Sennott. 
Married  in  Georgetown. 

Oct.  23         Robert  Tilton  Graffum,  II  (Ipswich),  son  of  Robert  Tilton 
and  Geraldine  Alice  (Ryan)  Graffum.    Patricia  R.  Tirrell 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  James  Thomas,  Jr.  and  Abbie  Mary 
(Doherty)  Tirrell.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  29         Robert  R.  Hyde  (Ipswich),  son  of  Alister  N.  D.  and  Elaine 
(Bennett)  Hyde.    Jean  Griffin  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Philip  C.  and  Dorothy  A.  (Titus)  Griffin.    Married  in 
Ipswich. 

Nov.  6  Benjamin  Lee  Greene,  Jr.   (Jacksonville,  Florida),  son  of 
Benjamin  Lee,  Sr.  and  Jonell  (Ward)  Greene.    Cynthia  M. 
Cristian  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Joseph  D.  and  Marie 
(Kramer)  Cristian.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  27  Thomas  J.  Hamilton  (Topsfield),  son  of  Wallace  and  Rosalie 
A.  (Dudgeon)  Hamilton.  Karen  J.  Thing  (Topsfield),  daugh- 

ter of  Charles  M.  and  Shirley  E.  (Leonard)  Thing.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  27         Charles  D.  Surpitski  (Ipswich) ,  son  of  Stanley  J.  and 
Charlotte  (Dodge)  Surpitski.    Laurie  C.  MacCormack  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Douglas  C.  and  Jean  (Gage)  MacCormack. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  29         Edward  P.  Anderson,  Jr.   (Lawrence),  son  of  Edward  P.  and 
Dorothy  V.  (Goodwin)  Anderson.    Gail  M.  Johnson  (Tops^ 
field) ,  daughter  of  Ernest  Howard  and  Anna  Mary  (Essick) 
Johnson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  4  Wayne  D.  Simons  (Jasper,  Minnesota),  son  of  Clifford  D. 
and  Eva  May  (Van  Buskiik)  Simons.    Michelle  Gaudet  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Wilfred  R.  and  Rose  Rita  (Hitchcock) 
Gaudet.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  11         James  Stephen  Moore  (Boxford) ,  son  of  James  Shuman  and 
Marilyn  (Soper)  Moore.    Melissa  Jane  Herrick  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Fred  Aldrich  and  Marilyn  L.  (Smith)  Herrick. 
Married  in  Boxford. 

Dec.  18         Paul  Odell,  Jr.  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Paul  and  Rebecca 
(Williams)  Odell.    Deborah  Doris  Dupouy  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Charming  K.  and  Helen  (Pearson)  Dupouy. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 
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Dec.  21        Peter  Doukas  (Tops fie Id) ,  son  of  Peter  and  Katherine 
(Bejantakos)  Doukas.    Joyce  A.  St.  Pierre  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Gerard  and  Germaine  (Gravel)  St.  Pierre. 
Married  in  Lynnfield. 

Dec.  26        Karl  F.  Keppler,  III  (Topsfield),  son  of  Karl  F. ,  Jr.  and 
Gloria  F.  (Pelz)  Keppler.    Wendy  E.  Nissen  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Warren  I.  and  Irene  R.  (Goudreau)  Nissen. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  28         Casimir  Romeyn  Groblewski  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Harry  J.  and^ 
Isabella  (Taylor)  Groblewski.    Ruth  Elisabeth  Scheiber 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Hans  and  Elisabeth  (Schenk) 
Scheiber.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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DEATHS 

1971 

Jan.  1  Osgood  S.  Richards,  son  of  Osgood  B.  and  Effie  (Dykeman) 
Richards.    Age  72  years,  5  months,  29  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Jan.  30        William  Gilford,  son  of  Elbridge  and  Mary  (Hay)  Gilford. 
Age  90  years ,  3  months ,  5  days .    Buried  in  Danvers . 

Feb.  27        Mabel  B.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Alexander  B.  and  Lizzie 
(Fowle)  Wilson.    Age  84  years,  4  days.    Buried  in 
Stoneham. 

April  17       Earle  Whi taker  Bowen,  son  of  Vincent  and  Alice  (Brown) 
Bowen.    Age  82  years,  11  months,  26  days.    Buried  in 
Newton . 

May  6  Thomas  Eremian,  son  of  Robert  G.  and  Mary  F.  (Crispo) 
Eremian.    Age  23  years,  1  month,  4  days.    Buried  in 
Medford. 

May  21  Vera  L.  (Christofferson)  Case,  widow  of  Roger  S.  Case  and 
daughter  of  Gustof  and  Mina  Christofferson.  Age  52  years 
6  months,  1  day.    Cremated  in  Salem. 

July  7  Daisy  Bell  (Brown)  Smerage.  widow  of  Karl  G.  Smerage  and 
daughter  of  Thomas  Edward  and  Carrie  D.  (Fenderson)  Brown 
Age  78  years,  1  month,  15  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

July  25         Susan  Minerva  (Rohrer)  Keel,  widow  of  J.  Clyde  Keel  and 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Tressa  (Kraber)  Rohrer.    Age  79 
years,  8  months,  5  days.    Buried  in  Harrisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

July  30         Rebekah  A.  (Collins)  Knight,  wife  of  Ralph  C.  Knight,  Sr. 
and  daughter  of  Fred  E.  and  Margaret  (Osgood)  Collins. 
Age  72  years,  9  months,  8  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  10         Eric  Swanson,  son  of  Carl  and  Hilma  (Kruger)  Swanson. 
Age  71  years,  11  months,  15  days.    Buried  in  Essex. 

Sept.  1         Salvatore  Gangi,  son  of  Damiano  and  Gesualda  (Abbadessa) 
Gangi.    Age  62  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  2  Bernard  Anderson,  son  of  Alex  W.  and  Emily  (Carlson) 
Anderson.    Age  55  years,  1  month,  2  days.    Buried  in 
Marblehead. 

Oct.  17         Esther  L.  (Hanson)  Harrington,  widow  of  Arthur  V. 
Harrington  and  daughter  of  Edward  and  Flora  (Mather) 
Hanson.    Age  71  years,  6  months  17  days.    Buried  in 
Everett . 
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Nov.  14        Jennie  (Beatrice)  Lepore,  wife  of  Anthony  A.  Lepore  and 
daughter  of  Domenic  and  Carmello  (Saracino)  Beatrice. 
Age  64  years,  3  months,  10  days.    Buried  in  Maiden. 

Nov.  26         Dora  E.  (Burkhardt)  Wilson,  wife  of  John  J.  Wilson  and 
daughter  of  Peter  H.  and  Mary  (Darcy)  Burkhardt.  Age 
65  years.    Buried  in  Everett. 

Dec.  3  Robert  W.  Means,  son  of  Robert  L.  and  Jessie  (Whitman) 
Means.    Age  85  years,  7  months,  2  days.    Buried  in  Boston. 
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DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 

Date  Years       Mos.  Days 

1971 

March  17 Thomas  A.  Demars,  Plantation,  Fla. 
76 

-- -- 

March  31 Clifton  R.  Hodgdon,  Beverly 
72 

3 
26 

April  8 Paul  E.  Sheldon,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 60 -- -- 

April  25 Charles  C.  Fuller,  Chelsea 59 8 25 

May  21 Percival  Wildes,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 75 
-- 

May  26 Everett  A.  Per ley,  Haverhill 
83 

6 
27 

June  17 Manuel  Frederick  Castle,  Boston 90 10 2 

June  20 Florence  A.   (Spencer)  Morse, 
Georgetown 

83 3 3 

July  27 Robert  F.  Thomas,  Nashua,  N.  H. 49 

Aug.  28 Hilda  Mary  Linfield,  Scotland 
Not 

given Sept.  10 Ralph  E.  Morse,  Georgetown 87 1 

'22 

Oct.  11 Ruth  S.  (Wilson)  Perkins,  Newton 73 11 
28 

Oct.  20 Lillian  C.  Hamilton,  Somerville 
70 

Nov .  3 Oscar  A.  Hartman,  Peabody 86 

Nov.  29 Edward  Harlow  Harris,  Nova  Scotia Not 

given 
Dec.  1 Ann  E.  Levandosky,  Salem 

38 
7 5 

Dec.  12 Thomas  Kane,  Rockport 91 3 4 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

March  1,  1971 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  p.m.  and  he 
stated  a  quorum  was  present.    The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the 
Return  of  the  Constable,  stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  ad- 

vertised as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded.    The  Moderator  corrected  two 
typographical  errors  in  the  Warrant,  the  first  being  the  place  of 
voting  on  March  second  to  be  in  the  Parish  House;  and  the  second  cor- 

rection being  the  Selectmen  signed  the  Warrant  January  17,  1971.  The 
Moderator  thereupon  paid  tribute  to  Mrs.  Ann  L.  Earl  for  her  21  years 
of  service.    The  Moderator  stated  that  in  the  matter  of  Article  23, 

the  Selectmen  had  decided  to  list  the  first  name  appearing  on  the  ' group  of  petitioners  submitting  a  private  article. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Selectman  Gilbert  L.  Steward  gave  a  report  on  Massachusetts  Bay  Trans- 
portation Authority.    Topsfield  is  joining  other  towns  to  investigate 

means  of  relief  from  assessment  where  benefits  are  nil.    Mr.  Steward 
also  advised  of  a  proposed  change  in  the  Town  By-Laws  whereby  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  would  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  in  March  and 
the  Town  Elections  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  third  Monday  in  March. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors. 

Mary  B.  Anderson Homemaker 1969 
T.  Arthur  Anderson Iron  Worker 1969 
Elizabeth  P.  Butcher Homemaker 1969 
Blanche  A.  Williams Homemaker 1969 
Judith  S.  Miller Homemaker 1969 
Virginia  B.  Wyman Homemaker 1969 
Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson Homemaker 1969 
Mark  F.  Qui g ley Sales  Manager 1969 
Nancy  E.  Begin Sales  Manager 

1970 

Helen  M.  Brown Homemaker 
.  1970 

Earle  D.  Coffin Retired 1970 
Phyllis  R.  Coe Homemaker 1970 
Ruth  W.  Cleversey Homemaker 1970 
Roger  J.  Edwards Retired 1970 
Anthony  Gangi Merchant 1970 
Robert  E.  Hartford Invest.  Analyst 1970 
Mary  M.  Howlett Homemaker 1970 
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Beatrice  H.  Keddy Homemaker 1970 
Primo  A.  Lombardi Investigator 1970 
Rosalie  A.  Mann Homemaker 1970 
Ann  Marshall Homemaker 1970 
Florence  A.  Morrison Homemaker 1970 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss Retired 1970 
Mary  E.  Reid Homemaker 1970 

Hay den  R.  Shepley Architect 1970 
Phyllis  M.  Shields Homemaker 1970 
Arthur  R.  Worthen,  Jr. Real  Estate 1970 
Frances  W.  Nulk Homemaker 1970 
Ronald  J.  Cheatham Supervisor 1971 
Edmund  J.  Walsh Manager 1971 
Harold  C.  Lindstrom Analyst 1971 
Lois  A.  McGinnis Homemaker 1971 
Anna  M.  Johnson Homemaker 1971 
Michael  D.  Fletcher Self-employed 1971 
Patricia  R.  Burley Homemaker 1971 
Howard  D.  Wood Educator 1971 

George  W.  Day Gardener 1971 
Eunice  G.  Campbell Homemaker 1971 

Irma  M.  Lampert Homemaker 1971 
Margaret  J.  Regii Homemaker 1971 

Ruth  B.  Humphreys Homemaker 
1971 

Harriot  P.  Nutter Homemaker 1971 

Loretta  A.  Barr Homemaker 1971 

Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee Banker 1971 
Ruth  T.  Ratto Homemaker 1971 

Nancy  E.  Horsey Homemaker 1971 
Ann  Wilcox Homemaker 1971 
Alice  B.  Warren Retired 1971 
Alice  K.  Cass Homemaker 1971 
Philip  E.  Hagar,  Jr. Milk  Farmer 1971 
Alice  E.  Blauser Homemaker 1971 
William  H.  Dawe,  Jr. Manager 1971 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  moved  acceptance  of  the  July  List,  which 
was  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  Janu- 

ary 1,  1971  and  January  1,  1972,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and  to  renew 
any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Sec- 

tion 17,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  revenue  for  the  financial  years 
beginning  January  1,  1971  and  January  1,  1972  in  accordance  with  the 
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provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4  as  amended, 
and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less 
than  one  year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  17  as  amended. 

Fourth   To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways, 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  fix  the 
annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the  elective  officers  from  January 
1,  1971  as  follows: 

Moderator  $  30.00 
Selectmen: 
Chairman  400.00 
Clerk  800.00 
Other  Member  300.00 

Town  Treasurer  4000.00 
Town  Collector  3500.00 
Assessors : 
Chairman  1650 . 00 
Clerk  750.00 
Other  member  750.00 

Planning  Board: 
Chairman  $350.00 
Clerk  250.00 

Town  Clerk  1100.00 
Road  Commissioner  8700.00 
Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not  . 

to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 
charged  to  applicable  Moth, 
Shade  Tree  and  Elm  Beetle 

appropriations . 

The  Finance  Committee  further  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the  following  budget: 

General  Government  (2.2%  of  total) 

Moderator                                                                       $  30 . 00 
Selectmen  1,500.00 
Town  Accountant  700.00 
Town  Treasurer  4,000.00 
Town  Collector  3,500.00 
Assessors  3,150.00 
Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200,00 
Trust  Fund  Clerk  50.00 
Town  Clerk  1,100.00 
Planning  Board  600.00 
Lister  450.00 
Town  Officers'  Expenses  26,523.00 
Elections  2,200.00 
Town  Hall  7,540.00 
Selectmen's  Special  2,500,00 

Sub -Total:    General  Government                                     1  54,043.00 
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Protection  of  Persons  §  Property  (6.01  of  total) 

Police  Department 
Fire  Department 
Communications  Center 
Moth  Department 
Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department 
Shade  Tree  Department 
Dutch  Elm  Disease 
Poison  Ivy  Control 
Wire  Inspector 
Town  Forest 
Building  Inspector 
Plumbing  Inspector 
Gas  Inspector 
Dog  Fund 
Dog  Officer's  Expense 
Animal  Inspector 
Civilian  Defense 
Conservation 

Sub-Total:    Protection  of  Persons  §  Property 

$  77,416.00 
23,000.00 
26,146.00 
1,430.00 400.00 

4,235.00 
4,840.00 200.00 

1,500.00 250.00 

2,000.00 600.00 
500.00 
500.00 
800.00 
650.00 

2,000.00 330.00 

$  146,797.00 
Health  and  Sanitation  (2.5%  of  total) 

Health  Department 
Sanitary  Landfill 

Sub-Total:    Health  and  Sanitation 
$  6,951.00 55, §75. 00 

$  62,926.00 
Highways  (4.5%  of  total) 

General  Highway 
Removing  Snow  and  Ice 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Construction 
Road  Machinery  Fund 
Building  Maintenance 
Street  Lighting 

Sub-Total:  Highways 

37,000.00 
40,000.00 
7,240.00 
6,000.00 
5,500.00 
6,000.00 
2,000.00 
7,000.00 

$  110,740.00 

Water  Department  (1.9%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses 

Planning  Board  (0.3%  of  total) 

Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  Numbers 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses 
Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Sub-Committee  for  Review  of  Business  and  Indus 

Sub-Total:      Planning  Board 
Areas 

$  45,176.00 

$  450.00 400.00 

|  850.00 
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Education,  School  Department  -  Elementary  (26.31  of  total) 

General  Expenses 
Expenses  of  Instruction 
Auxiliary  Agencies 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets 
Community  Services 
Programs  with  Other  Districts 

Sub-Total:    Elementary  School 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School  (42.1%  of  total) 

General  Control  Apportionment 
Net  Debt  Apportionment 

Sub-Total:    Regional  School 

Library  (1.3%  of  total) 

Operation  and  Expenses 

Recreation  (0.9%  of  total) 

Park  Department 
Recreational  Facilities  and  Improvements 
Sub-Total:  Recreation 

Cemeteries  (0.5%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses 

Pensions  (1.5%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund 

Soldiers'  Benefits  (0.7%  of  total) 

Veterans'  Service  Center 
Veterans'  Benefits 

Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits 

Unclassified  (1.8%  of  total) 

Town  and  Census  Reports 
Memorial  Day  Observance 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors.'  Graves 
Insurance 
Long  Range  School  Planning 
Group  Life  and  Hospital  Insurance 
Sub-Total:  Unclassified 

$  20,890.00 495,926.00 
49,727.00 
66,913.00 
1,482.00 
3,200.00 
4,235.00 

$  642,373.00 

$  904,586.64 119,834.84 

$  1,024,421.48 

$  32,753.00 

12,000.00 

22,600.00 

$  11,000.00 

36,143.00 

4,326.00 12,000.00 16,326.00 

$  2,400.00 800.00 50.00 

29,000.00 

13,398.00 J  45,648.00 
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Interest  on  Long  Term  Bonds  (1.3%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  5/61 $ 
244 

00 
Water  Bonds  5/49 

263 
00 

K"3tpr  Rnnrls  R/fS(S naUCI    DvJllLio  O/UVJ 3  906 00 
School  Bonds  8/51 

'l90 

00 
School  Bonds  9/S4 400 00 
School  Bonds  3/62 

9,200 
00 

School  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65 300 
00 

Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 756 00 
Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 756 00 
School  Addition  Bonds  12/68 

3,400 

00 
Fire  Station  Bonds  12/69 

6,250 
00 

Sanitary  Landfill 
5,000 

00 
Sub-Total:    Long  Term  Interest $ 30,665 00 

Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes  (0.6%  of  total) $ 
15,000 

00 

Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (5.6%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  5/61 $ 

3,000 

00 
Water  Bonds  5/49 10,000 00 

15  000 00 
School  Bonds  8/51 10^000 

00 
School  Bonds  9/54 

5,000 

00 
School  Bonds  3/62 25,000 

00 

School  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65 
5,0.00 

00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65 

3,000 

00 

Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 
3,000 

00 
School  Addition  Bonds  8/66 30,000 00 
Fire  Station  12/69 15,000 00 
Landfill 12,000 

oc 

Sub-Total:  Principal $ 136,000 
00 

Total  Article  4  Budget $ 2,433,461 48 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  from  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Library  by  the  Library  Trustees,  from  School  Trust  Funds  for 
the  use  of  the  School  Department,  from  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Park  Department  and  from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of 
the  Cemetery  Department . 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Seventh   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  overlay  surplus  reserve  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1971. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  to  carry  this  Article  it  was  necessary  to 
have  at  least  a  4/5 th  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Finance  Committee  explained  that  this  over-draft  was  incurred  as 
a  result  of  the  several  snowstorms  during  the  last  few  days  in  Decem- 

ber, 1970. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
raise,  assess,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,840.85  to  pay  outstand- 

ing bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1971  by  the  Highway  Depart- ment. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1970,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as 
may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
grant  of  $837.75  or  other  amount  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library 
made  in  1970,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated 
in  such  grant. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $600.00  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library 
Department  to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be 
rendered  to  the  School  Department. 
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Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 

Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 

from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $13,200  to  meet  the  State's  share 
of  the  cost  of  the  work,  reimbursement  from  the  State  to  be  restored 
to  surplus  revenue  upon  receipt. 

Fourteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Fifteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of 

money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 

from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $16,500  to  meet  the  State's  and  the 
County's  share  of  the  work,  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County 
to  be  restored  to  surplus  revenue  upon  receipt. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice,  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1969  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  Police 
Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade 
in  the  1969  police  station  wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station 
wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 

priate the  sum  of  $3,500  for  such  purpose. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Tops field 
Building  Code  by-law  by  adding  to  Article  III  of  said  by-law,  sec- 

tion 4  as  follows:    No  building  erected  under  a  permit  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  occupied  or  used  without  an  occupancy  permit,  signed  by  the 
following: 
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Wiring  Inspector 
Fire  Department 
Highway  Department 
Building  Inspector 

Plumbing  Inspector 
Water  Department 
Gas  Inspector 
Board  of  Health 

which  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  building  and  its  uses, 
and  the  uses  incident  thereto,  comply  in  all  respect  with  all 
building  codes. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Topsfield  by-law  by  adding  to  Article  III  of  said  by-law,  section  4 as  follows : 

No  building  erected  under  a  permit  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
occupied  or  used  without  an  occupancy  permit,  signed  by  the 
following: 

Wiring  Inspector  Plumbing  Inspector 
Fire  Department  Water  Department 
Highway  Department  Gas  Inspector 
Building  Inspector  Board  of  Health 

Which  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  building  and  its 
uses,  and  the  uses  incident  thereto,  comply  in  all  respects 
with  all  building  codes. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  it  was  brought  out  that  in  many  in- 
stances it  was  of  no  value  to  have  an  inspector's  report  for  such 

services  as  may  not  be  available  in  a  house.    It  was  also  brought  out 
that  the  by-law  was  for  buildings  for  human  occupancy,  thereupon 
Mr.  C.  Lawrence  Bond  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  by-law  and  it  was 
voted  to  change  the  Finance  Committee  recommendation  to  read: 

No  building  erected  under  a  permit  shall  be  used  for  human  occupancy 
as  a  dwelling  without  an  occupancy  permit  signed  by  the  Building 
Inspector  and  the  Board  of  Health.    The  Building  Inspector  shall 
ascertain  whether  or  not  the  building  complies  with  regulations  per- 

taining to  wiring,  plumbing,  and  fire  precautions  before  he  signs 
such  occupancy  permit  and  when  applicable  he  shall  also  get  written 
assent  from  the  gas  inspector,  the  Water  Department  and  the  Highway 
Department.    Such  occupancy  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the 
Building  Inspector  is  satisfied  that  the  structure  complies  with  all 
requirements  of  the  building  codes  and  of  this  Article. 

The  Moderator  called  for  a  vote  on  Mr.  Bond's  motion  and  the  vote 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  provisions  of 
General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  22d  as  amended.     (Explanation  of 
this  law)    This  section  authorized  the  Selectmen  to  make  regula- 

tions authorizing  the  Chief  of  Police  to  have  yehicles  towed  and 
stored  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  if  any  vehicle  is  standing  in 

carried. 
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such  a  manner  as  to  impede  snow  removal  or  in  violation  of  certain 
ordinances  regarding  parking.    The  section  limits  the  charges  and 
goes  into  further  details. 

The  Finance  Committee  explained  that  in  the  past  years  the  Town  has 
had  problems  with  vehicles  parking  in  restricted  areas  during  Fair 
Week.    There  have  also  been  problems  with  vehicles  parking  on  streets 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  impede  snow  removal.    In  order  to  implement 
the  provisions  of  this  section  of  GL  C40,  Section  22d  it  will  be 
necessary  to  draft  by-laws  setting  out  the  restricted  parking  areas 
and  it  will  also  be  necessary  for  the  Selectmen  to  draft  regulations 
setting  fines  for  storage  and  towing  of  vehicles  impeding  snow  re- moval . 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  adopt  the 
provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  22d  as  amended. 

xNineteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  this 
law)    This  Chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for 
Police  Officers  for  taking  certain  educational  courses.    The  Town 
would  get  a  50%  reimbursement  for  such  increases. 

Chief  of  Police  Peabody  recommended  further  study  of  this  law  should 
be  made  before  taking  action. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Homestead  Way  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  location,  boundaries  and  measure- 

ments of  said  Way  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  Plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it, 
"Homestead  Way". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  the  way  referred  to  in  the  Article  and  name 
it,  "Homestead  Way". 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Parsonage  Lane 
from  Normandy  Row  to  stone  bounds  at  station  12  +  82.06  including 
Oak  Drive  from  Parsonage  Lane  to  land  of  New  England  Power  Company 
as  shown  on  the  Bare  Hill  Sub-division  Plan  as  public  ways  in  accord- 

ance with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  ways 
laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as 
shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  the  said  area  referred  to 
as  Oak  Drive,  "Oak  Drive";  and  the  said  area  referred  to  as  Parsonage 
Lane,  "Parsonage  Lane". 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 
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Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Wilmor  Road  as 
a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  meas- 

urements of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it, 
"Wilmor  Road". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  the  way  referred  to  in  the  Article  and  name 
it,  "Wilmor  Road". 

Twenty- third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following 
by-law: 

Section  1.    As  used  in  this  section: 

a.  The  term  "Town  Agency"  includes  any  board,  bureau,  commis- 
sion, committee,  department  or  other  agency  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield, 

including  the  School  Committee. 

b.  The  term  "contract"  includes  any  contract,  subcontract  or 
other  agreement. 

c.  The  term  "contractor"  includes  any  contractor  and  his  sub- 
contractors, any  other  subcontractor  or  other  contracting  party. 

d.  The  term  "bidder"  includes  any  bidder,  sub-bidder  or  pro- 
spective contractor  and  his  subcontractors,  any  other  subcontractor 

or  other  contracting  party. 

Section  2.    No  Town  agency  shall  enter  into  any  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  goods  or  services  of  for  the  construction,  maintenance, 
renovation  or  repair  of  any  building,  structure,  street,  way,  utility 
or  other  public  works  with  any  contractor  which  does  not  take  affir- 

mative action  to  provide  equal  employment  opportunity  for  all  quali- 
fied persons  without  regard  to  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or 

national  origin. 

Section  3.    Each  bidder  and  each  contractor  shall  include  with 
all  bids  and  all  compliance  and  progress  reports  submitted  to  any 
Town  agency  a  report  which  shall  include: 

a.  A  certificate  stating  that  he  is  currently  in  compliance 
with  all  applicable  Federal  and  State  laws  governing  non- discrimina- 

tion in  employment,  and  setting  forth  the  affirmative  action  he  is 
currently  undertaking  and  will  undertake  during  the  contract  period 
to  provide  equal  employment  opportunity  for  all  qualified  persons 
without  regard  to  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or  national  origin; 
and 

b.  A  statement  in  writing,  with  supporting  information,  signed 
by  an  authorized  officer  or  agent  on  behalf  of  any  labor  union  or 
other  agency  which  refers  workers  or  provides  or  supervises  appren- 

ticeship or  other  training  programs  with  which "the  bidder  or  con- 
tractor deals,  to  the  effect  that  the  union  or  other  agency's 
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practices  and  policies  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  religion,  sex  or  national  origin;  provided,  in  the  event 
that  the  union  or  other  agency  shall  refuse  to  execute  such  a  state- 

ment, the  bidder  or  contractor  need  only  to  so  certify  in  writing. 

A  copy  of  any  such  report  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk  and  shall  upon  said  filing  become  a  public  record  which  shall 
not  be  destroyed  for  a  period  of  five  years  following  the  completion 
of  the  contract  to  which  it  relates. 

Section  4.    The  provisions  of  this  by-law  shall  not  apply  to  any 
contract  for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000),  or  to  bidders 
and  contractors  employing  fewer  than  six  persons;  provided  that 
where  the  contract  is  for  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000), 
but  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000),  any  Town  agency  may 
apply  the  provisions  of  Section  3  to  any  contract,  bidder  or  con- 
tractor. 

Submitted  by  petition  of  Patricia  C.  Wilson,  et  al. 

A  lengthy  discussion  followed.  Mr.  Stanley  Cohen  presented  an  amend- 
ment to  Article  23  which  was  not  acted  on. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-committee  of 
the  Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $750.00  for  the  purchase  and  planting 
of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-committee  of  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission to  purchase  and  plant  same. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education  and 
prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  for  drug  education  and  preven- 

tion, such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Twenty -sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park  De- 
partment to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 

transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
chase for  the  Park  Department,  a  power  mower,  or  take  any  action 

relative  thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $1,600.00  from  surplus  revenue  for  the  purchase  of  a  triplex 
power  mower,  and  that  the  Park  Department  be  authorized  to  sell  its 
current  mowing  machine. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
installation  of  traffic  lights  at  the  Fire  Station  and  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  contract  for  same  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  for  installation  of  traffic 
lights  at  the  fire  station  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
contract  for  this  installation. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  this  article  as  to  the  most 
desirable  type  of  traffic  control  equipment  and  the  cost  thereof. 

The  Moderator  brought  the  Finance  Committee  recommendation  to  vote 
and  it  did  not  carry. 

Twenty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  agreement 
between  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  Middle ton  and  Tops fie Id  forming  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School  District  by  striking  out  and  rescinding 
Section  XII  of  said  Agreement  entitled  INCURRING  OF  DEBT,  and  adding 
Section  XII  providing  for  the  incurring  of  a  debt,  other  than  a 
temporary  debt,  in  anticipation  of  revenue  be  pursuant  to  the  provi- 

sions of  requirements  of  Chapter  71,  Section  16 (n)  of  the  General 
Laws  of  Massachusetts  (Ter.  Ed.)  as  amended.    Said  amendment  will  in 
substance  provide  that  the  incurring  of  other  than  temporary  indebted 
ness  must  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  in  the 
member  towns  voting  on  the  question  at  an  election  called  by  the 
three  towns  at  the  expense  of  the  district,  on  ballots  prepared  by 
the  district,  and  conducted  in  each  town  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
election  of  Town  Officers. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Tops fie Id  Drainage  Committee  for  improving  drainage 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken . 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  lot  A  as  land 
to  be  used  for  Board  of  Health  purposes  and  designate  lot  B  as  land 
to  be  used  for  conservation  purposes;  lot  A  and  lot  B  are  shown  on  a 
Plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye  Brook,  Topsfield, 
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Compiled  for  the  Town  of  Tops field  from  old  surveys  and  aerial  photo- 
graph, C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Registered  Surveyor,  December,  1970,  Scale 

1  in.  equals  200  ft.",  said  Plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  or 
take  action  relative  thereto.     (Said  Plan  is  also  recorded  in  the 
Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  designate 
Lot  A  as  land  to  be  used  for  Board  of  Health  purposes  and  designate 
Lot  B  as  land  to  be  used  for  conservation  purposes :    Lot  A  and  B 
are  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  property  bordering  Pye  Brook" 
C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Registered  Surveyor,  December,  1970,  Scale  1  in. 
equals  200  ft."  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  with 
the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds . 

Thirty -first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  petition  the  General 
Court  to  authorize  the  Town  to  purchase  land  in  Boxford  for  con- 

servation; said  land  consists  of  7.9  acres  and  is  shown  as  Lot  C 
on  a  Plan  entitled,  "Plan  of  Property  Bordering  Pye  Brook,  Topsfield, 
Compiled  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  from  old  surveys  and  aerial 
photograph,  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Registered  Surveyor,  December,  1970. 
Scale  1  in.  equals  200  ft.";  said  Plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  present  a  bill  to  the  Legislature  to  allow  the  pur- 

chase of  land  in  Boxford  described  in  this  Article. 

Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing 
payment  of  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health 
Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  G.  L.  C40,  section  5,  clause  40c  of  the  General  Laws. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $1,921.40  from  surplus  revenue  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services 
rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the 
North  Shore,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  G.  L.  C40,  section 
5,  clause  40c  of  the  General  Laws. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Thirty -fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  appraisal  and 
awarding  of  damages  if  any,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of 
Essex  resulting  from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out,  altering  and 
relocating  of  Hill  Street. 

35 



The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  for  the  appraisal  and 
awarding  of  damages,  if  any,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  County  of 
Essex,  resulting  from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out,  altering  and 
relocating  of  Hill  Street. 

Thirty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Cemetery  Commiss 
loners  prepare  for  presentation  to  the  1972  annual  Town  Meeting  a 
proposal  for  engaging  the  services  of  a  professional  landscape 
architect  to: 

1.  Prepare  planting  plans  for  the  three  Town  cemeteries  which 
may  be  carried  out  over  a  period  of  years  and  which  will  include 
plantings  for  the  new  areas  which  will  be  needed  in  the  next  ten  to 
fifteen  years. 

2.  Obtain  competent  advice  on  improved  pruning  practices. 

3.  Develop  regulations  under  which  individuals  and  lot  owners 
may  contribute  to  the  beautification  of  the  cemeteries  by  doing 
plantings  which  conform  with  and  help  carry  out  the  intent  of  the 
overall  plan. 

4.  Develop  improved  regulations  as  to  size,  setting  and  design 
of  markers . 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Several  Townspeople  expressed  their  feelings  in  this  matter. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be 
taken. 

Following  the  conclusion  of  consideration  of  the  various 
articles,  Mr.  Jordan  Patkin  endeavored  to  have  the  meeting  adopt  a 
resolution  in  which  the  Selectmen  would  appoint  a  committee  to  keep 
in  touch  with  actions  being  taken  by  the  Youth  Service  Board  of  the 
State  in  the  matter  of  the  Maryknoll  property. 

The  Moderator  brought  Mr.  Patkin 's  resolution  to  a  vote.  The  resolu 
tion  did  not  carry. 

The  Moderator  adjourned  the  meeting  at  10:35  p.m.  to  reconvene  at 
7:00  a.m.  Tuesday  morning,  March  2,  1971  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Town  officers. 

A  True  Copy 

Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

June  17,  1971 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  p.m.  The 
Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Article  First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting  and  act  thereon. 

There  were  no  reports. 

Article  Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 

ing and  planting  trees  and  other  incidental  expenses  connected  there- 
with, said  trees  to  be  planted  in  the  Town  under  the  supervision  of 

the  Tree  Warden  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Planning  Subcommittee  of 
the  Conservation  Commission  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken.  "The 
Finance  Committee  fully  concurs  with  the  objectives  of  the  Tree  Plan- 

ning Subcommittee  and  feels  that  as  a  result  of  a  great  deal  of 
effort  by  a  number  of  dedicated  citizens,  the  Town  has  received  an 
excellent  return  on  every  dollar  spent.    It  is  with  a  great  deal  of 
regret,  therefore,  that  from  a  financial  standpoint- we  must  recommend 
no  action  at  this  time.    The  requested  appropriation  of  $5,000.00 
over  and  above  the  $750.00  authorized  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting, 
while  clearly  beneficial  to  the  Town,  would  not  be  in  keeping  with 
the  successful  efforts  made  in  March  to  eliminate  or  defer  all  poss- 

ible expenditures  in  1971." 

Mr.  Derek  Van  Etten,  Chairman  of  the  Tree  Planning  Subcommittee  read 
a  rebuttal  which  stated  that  the  active  tree  planting  program  of 
past  years  is  the  reason  the  Common  looks  as  nice  today. 

Mr.  John  Nutter  of  the  Tree  Planning  Committee  commented  that  next 
year  is  the  100th  anniversary  of  Arbor  Day  and  the  subcommittee  wants 
to  accomplish  things  not  able  to  be  done  in  an  ordinary  year.  They 
wish  to  select  trees  now  for  next  year's  planting  to  insure  good 
quality  stock.    If  they  do  not  get  funds  now  there  will  be  no  program 
next  year.    $750.00  appropriated  this  year  was  for  shade  trees  along 
highways  only.    We  are  losing  about  50  large  trees  that  need  to  be 
replaced. 
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Mr.  Nutter  further  commented  that  many  trees  are  planted  on  private 
property.    They  then  can  be  planted  far  enough  away  from  the  road  to 
be  protected  from  salt  in  winter  and  make  plowing  easier.    The  home- 

owner has  to  request  the  tree  be  planted,  dig  the  hole  and  care  for 
the  tree.    This  seems  to  be  working  out  well. 

The  Moderator  then  called  for  a  vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's  recom- 
mendation of  no  action. 

The  Town  voted  to  reject  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation, 

Wallace  Kneeland,  as  Tree  Warden,  submitted  the  following  recommenda- tion: 

Recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and 
planting  trees  and  other  incidental  expenses  connected  therewith, 
said  trees  to  be  planted  in  Town  under  the  supervision  of  the  Tree 
Warden  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Planning  Subcommittee  of  the  Con- 

servation Commission. 

John  Nutter  then  put  Mr.  Kneeland1 s  recommendation  as  stated  in  the 
form  of  a  motion    to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation. 
This  was  seconded.    The  Moderator  then  put  Mr.  Nutter's  motion  to  a vote  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Article  Third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt 
or  reject  the  following  by-law: 

ARTICLE  XV  -  No  contract  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  Town  directly 
or  through  any  agency  of  the  Town  unless  the  contractor  certified  in 
writing  to  the  Town  that  the  contractor  and  any  of  his  sub -contractors 
are  in  compliance  with  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  151B,  and 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  -  Public  Law  88-352,  and  set  for  affirma- 

tive action  to  ensure  equal  employment  opportunities  for  all  qualified 
persons  without  regard  to  race,  color,  religion,  sex  or  national 
origin,  as  set  forth  in  guidelines  to  be  established  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  by- 
law.   At  the  last  Annual  Town  Meeting  the  Finance  Committee  recom- 

mended that  no  action  be  taken  on  a  proposed  fair  employment  by-law. 
The  reason  for  that  recommendation  was  that,  while  the  committee 
approved  the  objectives  of  the  by-law,  the  Town's  obligations  were  not 
clearly  enough  defined  by  the  Article  as  written.    The  Article  we  are 
now  recommending  has  been  reworded  to  eliminate  those  sections  that 
might  have  caused  problems  of  administration. 

The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  put  to  a  vote  and  the  Town so  voted. 
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Article  Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  avail- 
able  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  install- 

ing a  fluoride  monitoring  system  in  each  of  the  two  Town  pumping 
stations  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Water  Commissioner,  with  the  advice  of  the  Selectmen,  to  purchase 
fluoride  monitoring  equipment  and  install  same  at  the  Perkins  Row 
Pumping  Station,  and  that  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  be  transferred  from 
available  funds  and  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

The  Finance  Committee  further  commented  that  the  State  is  becoming 
increasingly  strict  in  the  matter  of  monitoring  the  amount  of  fluoride 
added  to  the  Town's  water  supply  and  now  requires  continuous  monitor- 

ing to  assure  proper  level.    The  Perkins  Row  Station  does  not  now 
have  continuous  recording  monitoring  equipment.    This  appropriation 
will  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  its  purchase.    The  other  well 
field  already  has  monitoring  equipment.    It  has  been  in  service  for 
19  years  and  the  Water  Department  would  like  to  replace  it.  They 
have  agreed,  however,  that  this  added  expense  can  be  deferred  until 
next  year. 

Article  Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt 
or  reject  a  change  in  the  by-laws  as  follows: 

Substitute  Article  I,  Section  3,  of  the  by-laws  with  a  new  Article  I , 
Section  3,  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3.    The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  called  for  the  third  Monday 
in  March  at  8:00  o'clock  in  the  evening.    The  election  of  Town  Offi- 

cers and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as  can  legally  be  placed  upon 
the  ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  third 
Monday  in  March  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  adopt  a  change 
in  the  by-laws  as  follows: 

Substitute  Article  I,  Section  3,  of  the  by-laws  with  a  new  Article  I , 
Section  3,  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3.    The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  called  for  the  third  Monday 
in  March  at  8:00  o'clock  in  the  evening.    The  election  of  Town  Offi- 

cers and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as  can  legally  be  placed  upon 
the  ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  third 
Monday  in  March  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Following  action  on  Article  5  the  Moderator  stated  that  since  Articles 
6,  7  and  8  have  to  do  with  a  zoning  by-law  and  inasmuch  as  he  has  a 
partner  involved  in  this  work  he  disqualified  himself  to  act  as 
Moderator  on  Articles  6,  7  and  8. 
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The  Town  Clerk  asked  for  nominations  for  a  Moderator  pro  tern. 

Mr.  John  Sanger  and  Mr.  Browning  MareaS  seconded  that  Mr.  Raymond 
Hebert  act  as  Moderator  pro  tern.    The  Town  so  voted. 

The  Town  Clerk  swore  in  Raymond  Hebert  to  be  Moderator  pro  tern  for 
Articles  6,  7  and  8. 

Article  Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt 
or  reject  proposed  changes  in  the  Zoning  By-laws  as  follows: 

Section  I:  Definitions 

Add:    L    Town  House  shall  mean  a  house  to  be  occupied  by  a  single 
family  having  one  or  more  walls  common  with  an  adjoining  or 
two  adjoining  houses  each  occupied  by  a  single  family. 

Add:    M   Apartment    shall  mean  a  building  occupied  by  three  or  more 
families  in  which  some  or  all  of  the  space  occupied  by  one 
family  may  be  above  or  below  space  occupied  by  other 
families. 

Add:    N    Planned  Unit  Development  herein  referred  to  as  P.U.D.  shall 
mean  a  sub -division  to  be  developed  as  an  entity  by  a  single 
landowner  which  shall  contain  at  least  two  types  of  dwellings 
(one  and  two- family  houses  being  considered  one  type)  which 
provides  common  open  space  and  in  which  the  lot  sizes,  street 
frontage,  set  backs  and  density  of  development  may  vary  from 
the  regulations  for  any  other  residential  district  esta- 

blished under  this  by-law. 

Section  II:    Establishment  of  Districts 

Change  Paragraph  1  to  read: 

Classes  of  district.    Topsfield  is  hereby  divided  into  five 
(5)  classes  of  districts: 

Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Central  Residential  Districts 
Business  Districts 
Planned  Unit  Development  Districts 

Re  title  Section  III  Residential  Districts  Uses  as  Section  HI  A 

Add: 

Section  III  B  Planned  Unit  Development  District  Uses 

The  P.U.D.  District  is  a  part  of  the  Outlying  Residential  and  Agri- 
cultural District.    Land  in  the  P.U.D.  Districtmay  be  used  and 

developed  as  provided  for  the  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural 
40 



District.  However,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  P.U.D.  District  may 
develop  the  district  in  accord  with  a  P.U.D.  proposal  and  plan  ap- 

proved by  the  Board  of  Appeals . 

Under  a  P.U.D.  proposal  no  land  shall  be  used  and  no  building 
erected,  altered  or  used  for  any  other  purpose  than: 

1. One  and  two- family  houses 2. Town  Houses 
3. 

Apartments 4. Place  of  worship 5. Governmental  use 6. Golf  course 
7. Greenhouse 
8. Commercial  riding  stable 9. Private  club  not  conducted  for  profit 

10. A  building  or  use  which  would  be  accessory  to  the  above  uses 
if  the  use  to  which  it  is  incident  were  on  the  same  lot. 

Section  VII  Area  Regulations 

Add  Subtitle. 

Section  VI IA  Area  Regulations  for  Residential  and  Business  Districts 

This  subtitle  will  be  followed  by  Paragraphs  1  through  5,  the  Area 
Regulations  of  present  by-laws. 

Add: 

Section  VI IB  Area  Regulations  for  Planned  Unit  Development  District 

To  promote  more  efficient  use  of  land  in  harmony  with  its  natural 
features  and  with  the  general  intent  of  the  By-law,  to  promote  the 
health,  safety,  convenience  and  general  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  to  provide  open  space  for  recreation  and  for  quiet  en- 

joyment, to  protect  wetlands  and  to  permit  a  modest  increase  in 
density  to  take  advantage  of  the  improved  livability  and  esthetic 
qualities  of  the  planned  environment,  an  owner  or  owners  of  all  the 
land  in  the  P.U.D.  district  may  in  connection  with  submission  of  a 
subdivision  plan  for  planning  board  approval  submit  to  the  Planning 
Board,  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Board  of  Appeals  a  site 
plan  and  proposal  for  development  of  the  entire  Planned  Unit  Develop- ment District. 

After  notice  and  public  hearing  and  consideration  of  written  reports 
to  be  submitted  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Conservation  Commission 
the  Board  of  Appeals  may  grant  a  permit  approving  the  proposal  as  an 
exception  under  the  zoning  By-law.  Should  either  the  Planning  Board 
or  the  Conservation  Commission  fail  to  submit  written  reports  within 
45  days  the  Board  of  Appeals  may  act  without  reference  to  the  recom- 

mendations of  the  Board  or  the  Commission.  The  Board  of  Appeals  may 
approve  the  proposal  and  the  plan  or  grant  approval  subject  to  modi- 

fications or  conditions.  If  the  Board  disapproves  the  proposal  an4, 
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Failure  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  to  act  within  90  days  of  submission 
of  the  proposal  shall  constitute  approval  unless  an  extension  of  time 
has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  and  the  Applicant. 

The  Planning  Board  shall  consider  all  aspects  of  the  proposal  in- 
cluding conformity  with  pertinent  subdivision  control  regulations. 

The  Conservation  Commission  shall  consider  all  environmental  aspects 
of  the  proposal,  provisions  for  trees  and  plantings  and  its  effect, 
if  any,  on  the  natural  wetlands,  ponds  and  streams. 

In  granting  approval,  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  find  that: 

1.  The  plan  is  in  harmony  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this 
By-law. 

2.  The  street  layout  is  efficient  and  appropriate  and  that 
there  are  adequate  provisions  for  off-street  parking. 

3.  The  total  acres  in  the  tract  less  the  area  in  streets 
divided  by  the  number  of  family  dwelling  units  on  the  plan 
shall  produce  a  density  not  greater  than  1  dwelling  unit 
per  1.25  acres. 

4.  The  minimum  lot  size  for  one  and  two-family  houses  shall 
be  not  less  than  30,000  sq.  ft.  and  for  town  house  and 
apartments  not  less  than  3,500  sq.  ft.  per  dwelling  unit. 

5.  Each  dwelling  unit  shall  have  convenient  access  to  the 
common  land. 

6.  Each  group  of  town  houses  contains  not  more  than  8  dwelling 
units . 

7.  There  is  a  reasonable  mix  of  not  less  than  two  house  types. 
8.  Frontages,  setbacks  from  streets  and  lot  lines,  lot  shapes, 

and  distances  between  buildings  are  appropriate  for  varying 
conditions  in  the  P.U.D.  and  that  building  heights  do  not 
exceed  the  provisions  of  Section  VIII. 

9.  A  plan  for  sewage  disposal  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Health  and  received  that  Board's  preliminary  approval. 10.    No  less  than  20%  of  the  tract  exclusive  of  streets  shall  be 
set  apart  for  open  space  use,  the  area  so  assigned  shall  be 
in  large  parcels  suitable  for  recreational  use,  including 
walks  and  trails,  and  each  parcel  shall  have  direct  access 
from  one  or  more  streets,    The  area  assigned  to  Open  Space 
Use  shall  be  subject  to  a  conservation  Easement  vested  in 
the  Conservation  Commission,  which  easement  shall  be  in  a 
form  approved  by  the  Commission  and  suitable  for  acceptance 
by  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  filing  in  the  Registry's  Con- servation Easement  file.    Golf  Courses,  tennis  courts, 
swimming  pools  and  similar  uncovered  recreation  facilities 
may  be  located  on  the  open  space  areas.    Fees  may  be  charged 
for  use  of  such  facilities  and  access  to  specific  facilities 
may  be  limited  provided  that  significant  portions  of  the 
open  space  areas  are  open  to  all  residents  of  the  P.U.D. 
for  walking  and  other  quiet  forms  of  recreation.  Ownership 
of  the  Open  Space  land  will  be  vested  in  a  non-profit  club, 
a  home  owners'  association  or  other  trust  or  corporation 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 
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11.    The  proposal  includes  a  complete  site  plan,  prepared  by  a 
registered  architect,  engineer  or  landscape  architect 
showing  such  information  as  the  Board  may  require. 

Section  VIII 

Add  new  paragraph  3 

3.    Planned  Unit  Development.    In  a  P.U.D.  no  one  or  two- 
family  house  or  town  house  shall  exceed  3  stories.  No 
apartment  house  shall  exceed  35  feet  in  height  measured 
from  the  average  grade  at  the  building  to  the  top  of  the 
roof  if  flat  or  the  average  elevation  of  the  roof  if 
pitched. 

Renumber  paragraph  3  as  paragraph  4. 

Section  X    Description  of  Districts 

Add: 

The  Planned  Unit  Development  District  shall  comprise  all  the  land  in 
Topsfield  west  of  the  westerly  right-of-way  line  of  Route  1-95,  all 
of  which  area  is  within  the  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural 
District. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no'  action  be taken. 

Article  Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and 
adopt  or  reject  proposed  changes  in  the  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

Section  II    Establishment  of  Districts 

Change  Paragraph  1  to  read: 

Classes  of  districts.  Topsfield  is  hereby  divided  into  five  (5) 
classes  of  districts: 

Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Central  Residential  Districts 
Business  I  Districts 
Business  II  Districts 

Section  IV    Business  District  Uses 

Add  subtitle: 

Section  IVA    Business  I  District  Uses 

This  subtitle  will  be  followed  by  paragraphs  1  through  7,  the  Busi- 
ness District  Uses  of  the  present  by-law. 
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Add: 

Section  IVB    Business  II  District  Uses 

In  a  Business  II  District  no  land  shall  be  used  and  no  building 
erected,  altered  or  used  for  any  other  purpose  than: 

1.  Retail  stores  or  service  establishments. 
2.  Business,  professional  or  governmental  office  or  bank. 
3.  Restaurant  providing  food  to  be  consumed  within  the  building. 
4.  Hotel,  Motel  or  Inn. 
5.  Funeral  Home. 
6.  Passenger  Transportation  terminals  including  handling  of 

freight  to  be  carried  in  passenger  vehicles. 
7.  Gasoline  service  stations  not  including  outside  sales 

displays . 
8.  Automobile,  truck,  boat,  trailer  or  farm  equipment  showroom 

whose  primary  business  is  the  sale  of  new  vehicles  and 
equipment,  but  not  including  outside  sales  displays.. 

9.  Accessory  building  and  uses  customarily  incident  to  permitted 
uses  including  signs  advertising  goods  or  services  offered 
by  an  occupant  of  the  premises. 

Section  VII    Area  Regulations 

Add  subtitle 

Section  VI IA   Area  Regulations  for  Residential  and  Business  I 
Districts 

This  subtitle  will  be  followed  by  paragraphs  1  through  5,  the  Area 
Regulations  of  the  present  by-law.    Change  paragraph  3a  to  read  "In 
Business  I  Districts  " 

Add: 

Section  VIIB    Area  Regulations  for  Business  II  Districts 

To  promote  appropriate,  orderly  and  efficient  use  of  land  in  a  Busi- 
ness II  District  in  harmony  with  the  intent  of  the  Zoning  By-Law,  to 

separate  such  uses  from  uses  permitted  in  an  adjoining  Residential 
District  and  to  provide  an  integrated  plan  for  the  handling  of  traffic 
and  parking,  an  owner  or  owners  of  land  in  a  Business  II  District 
may  submit  to  the  Planning  Board,  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Appeals  a  site  plan  and  proposal  for  development  of  land 
within  a  Business  II  District. 

After  notice  and  public  hearing  and  consideration  of  written  reports 
to  be  submitted  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Conservation  Commission 
the  Board  of  Appeals  may  grant  a  permit  approving  the  proposal  as  an 
exception  under  the  Zoning  By-Law.  Should  either  the  Planning  Board 
or  the  Conservation  Commission  fail  to  submit  written  reports  within 
45  days  the  Board  of  Appeals  may  act  without  reference  to  the  recom- 

mendations of  the  Board  or  the  Commission.    The  Board  of  Appeals  may 
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approve  the  proposal  and  the  plan  or  grant  approval  subject  to  modi- 
fications or  conditions.    If  the  Board  disapproves  the  proposal  and 

the  plan,  the  reasons  for  disapproval  shall  be  stated  in  writing. 
Failure  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  to  act  within  90  days  of  submission 
of  the  proposal  shall  constitute  approval  unless  an  extension  of 
time  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  and  the  Applicant. 

The  Planning  Board  shall  consider  all  aspects  of  the  proposal  in- 
cluding conformity  with  pertinent  subdivision  control  regulations. 

The  Conservation  Commission  shall  consider  all  environmental  aspects 
of  the  proposal,  provisions  for  trees  and  plantings  and  its  effect, 
if  any,  on  the  natural  wetlands,  ponds  and  streams. 

In  granting  approval,  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  find  that: 

1.  The  plan  is  in  harmony  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this 
by-law. 

2.  The  area  to  be  developed  constitutes  not  less  than  10  acres. 
3.  If  the  tract  adjoins  a  residential  district,  a  buffer  strip 

will  be  provided  not  less  than  100  feet  in  width  on  which 
no  structures  will  be  permitted  and  which  shall  be  heavily 
planted  in  such  manner  as  the  Board  may  determine.  Said 
buffer  strip  may  be  located  in  either  district.  However, 
no  buffer  strip  will  be  required  within  120  feet  of  a  major 
highway . 

4.  Appropriate  provisions  are  made  for  traffic  entering  and 
leaving  the  center,  for  customer  and  employee  parking,  and 
for  service  to  all  buildings . 

5.  The  area  of  each  lot,  the  setbacks  from  streets  and  lot 
lines  and  the  building  heights  are  appropriate.  However, 
the  height  of  buildings  shall  not  exceed  the  provisions  of 
Section  VIII. 

6.  A  plan  for  sewage  disposal  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Health  and  received  that  Board's  Preliminary  approval. 

7.  The  proposal  includes  a  complete  site  plan,  prepared  by  a 
registered  architect,  engineer  or  landscape  architect  show- 

ing such  information  as  the  Board  may  require. 

Section  VTII    Height  Regulations 

2.  Change  first  line  to  read  "Business  I  Districts.     In  a 
Business  I  District  " 

Add  new  paragraph  3. 

3.  Business  II  Districts.    In  a  Business  II  District  no  build- 
ing shall  exceed  40  feet  in  height  measured  from  the  average 

grade  at  the  building  to  the  top  of  the  roof. 

Renumber  paragraph  3  as  paragraph  4. 
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Section  X    Description  of  Districts 

Change  first  line  of  first  paragraph  to  read  "The  Business  I 
Districts  " 

After  the  first  paragraph  add  a  new  paragraph: 

The  Business  II  District  shall  comprise  the  area  bounded  by  a  line 
beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  Danvers  town  line  and  the 
centerline  of  Route  1,  following  the  Danvers  town  line  southwesterly 
to  Nichols  Brook,  following  the  brook  northwesterly  by  the  Danvers 
and  Middleton  town  lines  to  a  point  700  feet  northwesterly  of  that 
section  of  the  Danvers  town  line  which  extends  from  Route  1  to* 
Nichols  Brook,  thence  parallel  to  this  section  of  the  Danvers  town 
line  and  700  feet  northwesterly  thereof  northeasterly  to  the  proper- 

ty line  between  land  of  Joseph  Mass  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  the 
Estate  of  Stephen  Phillips,  thence  southeasterly  by  this  property 
line  to  Route  1,  thence  southerly  by  the  center  line  of  Route  1  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Change  the  first  sentence  in  the  fourth  (formerly  3rd)  paragraph  to 
read:    "The  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall 
comprise  all  land  in  Topsfield  south  and  east  of  the  Ipswich  River 
except  the  Business  II  District." 

In  the  fifth  (formerly  4th)  paragraph  change  "Business"  to  read 
"Business  I  and  II". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town 
so  voted. 

Article  Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and 
adopt  or  reject  proposed  changes  in  the  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

Section  I  Definitions 

Add:    L       Townhouse  shall  mean  a  house  to  be  occupied  by  a  single 
family  having  one  or  more  walls  common  with  an  adjoining 
or  two  adjoining  houses  each  occupied  by  a  single  family. 

Section  II    Establishment  of  Districts 

Change  Paragraph  1  to  read: 

Classes  of  Districts.  Topsfield  is  hereby  divided  into  five  (5) 
classes  of  Districts. 

Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts 
Central  Residential  Districts 
Business  Districts 
Townhouse  Residential  Districts 
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Section  III 

Retitle  Section  III  Residential  District  Uses  as  Section  IIIA 

Add: 

Section  I I IB    Tounhouse  Residential  District  Uses 

In  a  Townhouse  Residential  District  no  land  shall  be  used  and  no 
building  shall  be  erected,  altered  or  used  for  any  other  purpose 
than: 

1.  Any  use  permitted  in  a  residential  district. 
2.  Townhouses,  provided  that  no  permit  for  a  multi-family 

development  shall  be  issued  unless  definitive  plan  and 
total  site  plan  has  been  submitted  and  approved  by  the 
Planning  Board,  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

Section  VII    Area  Regulations 

2.  Side  and  Rear  Yards.  Add: 

In  a  Townhouse  Residential  District,  single-family  houses  shall 
conform  to  the  requirements  for  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural 
Districts.    No  side  yards  are  required  for  townhouses.    No  town- 
house  shall  be  erected  within  forty  (40)  feet  of  a  rear  lot  line. 
Groups  of  townhouses  shall  be  separated  by  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  (25)  feet. 

3.  Lot  size.  Add: 

(c)  In  a  Townhouse  Residential  District,  no  single- family  house 
shall  be  erected  on  a  lot  having  less  than  two  (2)  acres  and  a  mini- 

mum street  frontage  of  200  feet  and  no  townhouse  shall  be  erected  on 
a  lot  having  less  than  3500  sq.  ft.  and  a  minimum  street  frontage  of 
20  feet.  The  width  of  a  townhouse  lot  shall  be  no  less  than  25  feet 
at  the  house.  Off  street  parking  shall  be  provided  for  a  minimum  of 
two  (2)  cars  per  townhouse.  Groups  of  townhouses  shall  contain  not 
more  than  eight  (8)  dwelling  units,  and  shall  not  exceed  250  feet  in 
length. 

If  recommended  by  the  Planning  Board,  the  Board  of  Appeals  may,  by 
special  permit,  grant  reasonable  change  in  street  frontages  and 
set-backs,  if  such  changes  are  found  to  increase  the  privacy  or  add 
to  the  individuality  of  adjacent  dwelling  units  or  are  required  to 
accommodate  difficult  grade  conditions. 

Because  of  the  concentration  of  dwelling  units,  no  plan  for  town- 
house  construction  shall  be  approved  unless : 

1.    A  plan  for  sewage  disposal  has  received  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Health. 

47 



2.  All  the  land  except  that  used  as  house  lots  and  streets  has 
been  placed  under  a  Conservation  Restriction  vested  in  the  Conserva- 

tion Commission,  which  restriction  shall  be  in  a  form  approved  by 
the  Commission  and  suitable  for  recording  in  the  Restriction  Tract 
Index  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  established  under  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter  184,  Section  32  et  seq.    Golf  courses,  tennis 
courts  and  similar  uncovered  recreation  facilities  may  be  located  on 
open  space  areas  subject  to  the  restriction.    No  buildings  except 
small  structures  accessory  to  a  recreational  use  will  be  permitted. 
Fees  may  be  charged  for  use  of  recreational  facilities  and  access 
to  such  facilities  may  be  limited  provided  that  significant  portions 
of  the  open  space  are  open  to  all  residents  of  the  district  for  walk- 

ing and  other  forms  of  recreation  without  charge. 

3.  A  definitive  sub-division  plan  is  submitted  for  Planning 
Board  approval  which  shall  encompass  the  entire  area  of  the  town- 
house  residential  district  and  the  maximum  number  of  dwelling  units 
permitted  shall  not  exceed  288  nor  a  maximum  density  of  one  (1) 
dwelling  unit  per  1.4  gross  acres. 

4.  Each  dwelling  unit  has  convenient  access  to  the  land  subject 
to  the  Conservation  Restriction. 

Section  X    Description  of  Districts 

Revise  first  sentence  of  third  paragraph  to  read: 

The  outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall  comprise  all 
area  in  Topsfield  south  and  east  of  the  Ipswich  River  except  the  area 
southwest  of  Route  1-95. 

Add  to  fourth  paragraph: 

and  the  Townhouse  Residential  District. 

Add  a  fifth  paragraph: 

The  Townhouse  Residential  District  shall  comprise  all  of  the  town- 
ship lying  southwest  of  Route  1-95,  being  bounded  on  the  Northeast 

by  Route  1-95  and  otherwise  bounded  by  the  Middleton  town  line, 

Mr.  John  Peirce  gave  some  background  on  P.U.D.,  believing  action  on 
this  article  will'  benefit  town  as  the  land  is  isolated  from  the  rest 
of  the  community  and  the  development  is  uniquely  suited  for  townhouse 
development. 

Mr.  Robert  Klar  of  the  Planning  Board  gave  a  report. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  approval  of  Article  8. 

Mr.  Alvah  Balentine  of  the  Board  of  Health  gave  a  report  on  sewage. 
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Mr.  John  Peirce  requested  permission  to  have  Mr.  Harpell  join  him  in 
discussing  this  article.    John  Peirce  moved  and  it  was  seconded  to 
permit  Mr.  Harpell  to  join  John  Peirce  in  the  discussion  of  this 
article  which  followed.    The  Town  voted  to  allow  Mr.  Harpell  to  join 
in  such  discussion. 

Mr.  Walter  Barndt  of  the  Conservation  Commission  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  Article  8,  Section  10  (2)  as  follows: 

All  the  land  except  that  used  as  house  lots  and  streets  has  been 
placed  under  a  Conservation  Restriction  vested  in  the  Conservation 
Commission  which  restriction  shall  be  in  a  form  approved  by  the  Com- 

mission and  suitable  for  recording  in  the  Restriction  Tract  Index  at 
the  Registry  of  Deeds  established  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
Chapter  184,  Section  32  as  amended  et  seq.    Golf  courses,  tennis 
courts  and  similar  uncovered  recreation  facilities  may  be  located  on 
open  space  areas  subject  to  the  restriction.    No  buildings  except 
small  structures  accessory  to  a  recreational  use  will  be  permitted. 
Fees  may  be  charged  for  use  of  recreational  facilities  and  access  to 
such  facilities  may  be  limited  provided  that  significant  portions  of 
the  open  space  are  open  to  all  residents  of  the  district  for  walking 
and  other  forms  of  recreation  without  charge. 

The  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  accept  this  amendment. 

The  motion  carried. 

Mr.  Jackson  Welsh  then  moved  to  amend  Article  8,  Section  I I IB  (2)  as 
follows : 

2.    Townhouses,  provided  that  no  permit  for  a  multi-family 
development  shall  be  issued  unless  a  definitive  plan  and  a  total  site 
plan  shall  have  been  filed  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  approved 
by  them  after  hearing.    Copies  of  said  plans  shall  also  be  filed  with 
the  Planning  Board  and  the  Board  of  Health.    The  Board  of  Selectmen 
shall  determine  that  the  development  shall  be  designed  to  protect  the 
health,  welfare  and  safety  of  the  residents  and  future  residents  of 
said  area  by  determining  that  the  streets,  structures  and  other 
appurtenances  are  orderly  and  designed  to  eliminate  problems  of  con- 

gestion, street  or  site  drainage,  and  other  hazards  to  health  and 
safety  which  may  not  be  in  harmony  with  the  zoning  by-law. 

This  amendment  was  made  on  the  advice  of  the  Town  Counsel. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  the  amendment  carried. 

Mr.  Miller  then  moved  to  amend  Article  8,  Section  VII,  #3  (c) ,  para- 
graph 2  as  follows: 

The  Board  of  Appeals  may  by  special  permit  grant  reasonable  change 
in  street  frontages  and  set  backs,  if  such  changes  are  found  to  in- 

crease the  privacy  or  add  to  the  individuality  of  adjacent  dwelling 
units  or  are  required  to  accommodate  difficult  grade  conditions  upon 
advice  of  the  Planning  Board. 
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The  motion  was  made  and  seconded.    This  motion  to  amend  carried. 

The  Moderator  then  stated  for  Article  8  to  pass  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  2/3  vote.    There  would  be  a  standing  vote  and  tellers  were 
called  forward. 

Following  the  tally  of  a  standing  vote  the  Moderator  announced  that 
this  article  did  not  carry.    The  vote  was  106  yes,  197  no. 

The  Moderator  then  stated  the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  would  recon- 
vene at  the  Parish  House  Tuesday  morning,  March  2,  1971  at  7:00  a.m., 

under  the  direction  of  the  Town  Clerk,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Town  officials  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  7:00  o'clock  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  2,  1971,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7:00  p.m.,  when  they  were  declared  closed  by  the  Town 
Clerk. 

The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  1,154. 
This  agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box  and  the. whole 
number  was  1,154.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted  and  declara- 

tion thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows : 

Moderator  (one  year) 
John  Kimball,  Jr.  1,059* 

Selectman  (three  years) 
Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  823* 
Douglas  F.  Raymond  322 

Town  Clerk  (three  years) 
Francis  N.  Carter  1,052* 

Assessor  (three  years) 
Charles  E.  Pethybridge  1,024* 

School  Committee  (three  yrs.) 
David  J.  Bernays  519 
J.  Richard  Relick  817* 
Carlotta  R.  Tyler  630* 

Town  Collector  (three  years) 
Deborah  D.  Moulton  1,054* 

Tree  Warden  (one  year) 
Wallace  H.  Kneeland  1,066* 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (3  yrs) 

Stanley  M.  Cohen  923* 
Peter  A.  Wilson  802* Constable  (one  year) 

Theodore  J.  Williams  1,041* Road  Commissioner  (one  year) 
William  T.  Gamble  1,016* 

Park  Commissioner  (three  years) 
Wallace  H.  Kneeland  1,058* 

Comm.  of  Cemetery  (three  years) 
Harold  T.  Fletcher  1,001* Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (3  yrs) 
Francis  N.  Carter  762* Lee  H.  Allen  355 

Water  Commissioner  (three  years) 
Charles  R.  Mann  1,027* 

Reg.  Dist.  School  Comm.  (3  years) 
Thomas  A.  Grady  726* Karl  0.  Kristianson,  Jr.  410 

Planning  Board  (five  years) 

*  Elected  David  F.  Miller  '  1,020* 
A  True  Copy 

Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1972 

Helen  M.  Brown Homemaker 1970 
Roger  J.  Edwards Retired 1970 

Mary  M.  Howie tt Homemaker 1970 
Beatrice  H.  Keddy Homemaker 1970 
Primo  A.  Lombardi Investigator 

1970 

Rosalie  A.  Mann Homemaker 1970 
Ann  Marshall Homemaker 1970 

Mary  E.  Re id Homemaker 1970 

Hay den  R.  Shepley Architect 1970 

Phyllis  M.  Shields Homemaker 1970 
Arthur  R.  Worthen,  Jr. Real  Estate 1970 
Frances  W.  Nulk Homemaker 1970 
Ronald  J.  Cheatham Supervisor 

1971 
Harold  C.  Lindstrom Analyst 1971 
Anna  M.  Johnson Homemaker 1971 
Michael  D.  Fletcher Self-employed 1971 
Patricia  R.  Burley Homemaker 1971 
Howard  D.  Wood Educator 1971 
George  W.  Day Gardener 1971 
Irma  M.  Lampert Homemaker 1971 
Margaret  J.  Regii Homemaker 1971 
Ruth  B.  Humphreys Homemaker 1971 
Harriot  P.  Nutter Homemaker 1971 
Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee Banker 1971 
Ann  Wilcox Homemaker 1971 
Alice  B.  Warren Retired 1971 
Philip  E.  Hagar Mink  Farmer 1971 
Alice  E.  Blauser Homemaker 1971 
William  H.  Dawe,  Jr. Manager 1971 
Anthony  A.  Lepore Truck  Driver 1971 
Elinore  M.  Ansteensen Homemaker 1972 
Gladys  M.  Bickford Homemaker 1972 
Clarisse  Beuchel Homemaker 1972 
Ruth  Bouchard Homemaker 1972 
Rose  Chrissus Homemaker 1972 
Leslie  B.  Fales Retired 1972 
Maura  Johnson Homemaker 1972 
June  M.  Kenney Homemaker 1972 
Marguerite  King Homemaker 1972 
Doris  Kronkhite Homemaker 1972 
Reginald  Lewis Retired 1972 
Avis  R.  Longo Homemaker 1972 
John  Northey Artist 1972 
Cecil  A.  Payne Contract  Manager 1972 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss Retired 1972 
Anna  L.  Rosenkranz Homemaker 1972 
Mary  W.  Sanger Homemaker 1972 
John  Schumacher Pilot 1972 
Betty jane  Walsh Homemaker 1972 
Dorothy  Wass Homemaker 1972 
Mary  Jane  Dube Homemaker 1972 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  1971 

Topsfield's  growth  continues  but  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  the  past. 
Per  capita  services,  however,  are  increasing  faster  than  ever.  Inner 
pressures  are  still  with  us,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pressures  from  the 
state  and  federal  level. 

There  is  a  continuous  erosion  of  home  rule  and  the  days  of  Topsfield 
and  other  small  towns  in  the  metropolitan  area  being  allowed  to  main- 

tain what  amounts  to  an  autonomous  government  are  surely  going  to  come 
to  an  end  within  our  life  span. 

The  Boards  have  had  a  busy  year,  which  the  increased  population  would 
indicate . 

One  piece  of  business  that  has  yet  to  come  to  a  head  is  the  decision 
of  the  Salem- Beverly  Water  Board  to  take  a  piece  of  Topsfield  land 
south  of  Salem  Road  for  a  future  reservoir  site  for  the  two  citie's. 
We  hope  that  they  will  not  move  too  quickly  so  that  the  Hill-Linde 
report  of  the  Ipswich  River  Water  Study  Commission  will  have  a  chance 
to  be  evaluated  by  the  various  state  agencies  involved.    The  Salem- 
Beverly  Water  Supply  Board  has  the  right  by  the  Acts  of  1913  to  acquire 
land  in  the  towns  of  Topsfield,  Wenham,  Danvers  and  Hamilton. 

With  the  assistance  of  an  interested  citizen  we  were  able  to  obtain 
federal  funds  under  the  Equal  Employment  Act  to  acquire  two  additional 
policemen. 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  presented  the  Town  with  a  check 
for  their  share  of  the  80  acres  of  140  acres  purchased  by  the  Town  at 
the  last  Annual  Meeting  for  conservation  and  a  sanitary  land  fill 
operation. 

The  land  fill  operation  is  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  state  with 
credit  going  to  our  Health  Agent.    In  fact,  it  has  been  used  as  a  model 
for  the  state  in  helping  other  towns  set  up  similar  operations,  since 
the  ban  on  open  burning  dumps  is  now  being  enforced. 

A  portion  of  the  old  dump  has  been  designated  as  a  possible  future 
elementary  school  site. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen -Health  at  this  time  would  like  to  express  their 
appreciation  to  the  aforementioned  Health  Agent,  the  police,  fire, 
highway  and  all  other  departments  and  personnel  in  the  Town  for  their 
devotion  to  their  duties  and  dedicated  service  to  the  residents  of 
Topsfield. 

JOHN  A.  SANGER,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Established  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A,  Chapter  111  of 
the  General  Laws,  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  members 
of  said  district,  completed  its  fourth  year  of  operation.    At  the 
annual  district  meeting  the  following  members  were  elected  as  offi- 

cers and  members  of  the  executive  committee  for  the  coming  year: 

Chairman  -  Gilbert  K.  Steward,  Jr.  (Topsfield) 
Executive  Committee  Members  -  Dr.  Buell  Bassette  (Boxford) 

Joseph  F.  Robbins  (Wenham) 
Secretary/Treasurer  -  Francis  F.  Perry  (Boxford)  Ex-officio Member 

The  1970' s  are  emerging  as  the  decade  for  protecting  man's  en- 
vironment and  great  emphasis  is  being  placed  in  consumer  protection 

at  all  levels.    The  year  1971  will  be  reported  as  the  healthiest  year 
for  all  communities  of  the  district.    The  virtual  absence  of  childhood 
and  certain  communicable  diseases  of  our  population  is  living  testi- 

mony to  this  fact.    Many  factors  are  directly  related  to  this  accom- 
plishment, however,  two  major  reasons  are  health  education  of  the 

masses  and  excellent  medical  care  through  preventive  medicine,  includ- 
ing sound  immunization  programs. 

The  past  year  brought  forth  a  clamor  within  the  food  processing 
industry  because  of  sensational  journalism  on  two  isolated  cases  of 
food  poisoning  resulting  in  the  death  of  one  person.    The  food  and 
drug  inspectional  programs  throughout  this  country  were  severely 
chastised.    Health  authorities  became  indignant,  and  as  a  member  of 
this  group,  I  feel  rightfully  so.     If  the  citizens  would  take  into 
consideration  that  billions  of  tons  of  safe  and  wholesome  processed 
foods  are  consumed  annually  without  hesitation  or  danger.    This  type 
of  logic  should  indicate  that  someone  must  be  doing  something  right. 

Health  officials  prefer  to  be  referred  to  as  "regulatory  per- 
sonnel" rather  than  enforcement  officers.    Every  effort  is  made  to 

educate  the  public  of  the  necessity  in  correcting  violations  or  de- 
fects in  health  regulations  and  laws.    However,  if  such  rationaliza- 

tion fails  then  corrections  are  enforced  through  the  judicial  system. 

The  B-T-W  Health  District  takes  this  opportunity  to  congratulate 
the  citizens  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  for  their  cooperation 
in  observing  the  recent  ban  on  "open  burning".    This  has  inconven- 

ienced many  and  created  hardships  for  others .    This  effort  has  been 
recognized  by  state  officials  and  a  "well  done"  is  in  order  for  making 
these  communities  a  better  place  to  live. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI,  R.S. 
Director 
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B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

TREASURER'  'S  REPORT 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE  -  January  1,  1971 

RECEIPTS: 

Member  Town  Assessments: 
Boxford  (40%) 
Topsfield  (40%) 
Wenham  (20%) 
Interest  Income  on  General  Fund  Deposits 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Salaries 
Travel 
Telephone 
Office  Expense 
Laboratory  Analysis 
Insurance  and  Treasurer's  Bond 
County  Retirement 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE  -  December  31,  1971 

$  711.77 

$  5764.00 5764.00 
2882.00 
295.03 

11600.00 
1200.00 
154.29 
69.36 
54.00 

264.00 
1592.19 

14705.03 
15416.80 

14933.84 

$  482.96 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  F.  PERRY 
District  Treasurer 

To:    Topsfield  Board  of  Health 

RE:    Percolation  Tests  for  1971 

1.  52  percolation  tests  were  performed. 

2.  12  re- tests  were  performed. 

3  lots  were  found  unsatisfactory  for  construction  on  the 
basis  of  tests  performed: 

Lots  9,  11  and  13  Town  Hill  Road 

33  new  construction  permits  were  issued  for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI 
Director 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

In  accordance  with  the  agreement  entered  into  by  and  between  the  Towns 
of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  dated  August  20,  1968,  and  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  contained  in  Section  27 A,  Chapter  111  of  the  General 
Laws,  I  hereby  certify  that  the  B-T-W  Health  District  has  adopted  its 
1972  Budget  as  follows: 

1972  Budget 

Salaries  $12100.00 
Travel  1200.00 
Telephone  150.00 
Office  Expense  75.00 

Postage    ~  20.00 Laboratory  Analysis  75.00 
Insurance  275.00 
Legal  50.00 
County  Retirement  1600.00 

Total  1972  Budget  $15545.00 
Less  -  1971  Unexpended  Balance  400.00 
Assessment  to  Member  Towns  $15145.00 

The  1972  assessments  to  member  towns  which  is  payable  on  or  before 
January  15,  1972  is  as  follows: 

Boxford  (40%)  $  6058.00 
Topsfield  (401)  6058.00 
Wenham  (201)  3029.00 

$15145.00 
FRANCIS  F.  PERRY 
District  Treasurer 
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THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

REPORT  OF  ACTIVITIES  IN  TOPSFIELD  FOR  1971 

The  Essex  County,  Revere  and  Winthrop  Mosquito  Control  Project 
has  been  serving  the  Town  of  Topsfield  with  a  year-round  program  of 
mosquito  abatement  for  six  and  one-half  years.    During  this  period 
as  the  Project  has  grown,  the  service  provided  Topsfield  and  all 
other  communities  in  the  district  has  also  increased.    Project  per- 

sonnel have  become  better  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the  area 
and  the  residents  have  demonstrated  greater  concern  with  and  knowledge 
of  the  many  facets  of  mosquito  control.    An  increasingly  effective  pro- 

gram has  resulted. 

During  February  and  March  eighty-seven  (87)  acres  of  fresh  water 
woodland  pools  were  treated  by  the  application  of  the  pesticide 
Methoxychlor  to  the  surface  of  the  ice.    These  pools  are  depressions 
filled  with  water  from  rains  and  melting  snows,  and  for  the  most  part 
have  no  association  with  marshes  or  wetland  areas.    In  a  normal  summer 
season  they  will  be  completely  dry  by  mid- July.    Prior  to  drying  they 
are  the  major  source  of  the  fresh  water  species  of  mosquitoes  which 
appear  on  the  wing  annually  around  Memorial  Day. 

In  April  and  early  May  twenty-nine  (29)  acres  of  woodland  pools 
not  treated  during  the  ice  dusting  program  received  an  application  of 
a  pesticide  known  commercially  as  Abate,  an  organophosphate .  This 
material  has  proven,  if  applied  at  the  recommended  dosage  of  one  (1) 
fluid  ounce  per  acre  of  water  surface,  to  be  comparatively  non- toxic 
to  all  but  the  target  organism,  the  mosquito  larva,  and  then  only  in 
its  first  three  instars  or  molting  stages.    The  fourth  instar  and 
pupal  stage  along  with  other  aquatic  organisms  are  unaffected  by  this 
treatment . 

The  total  acreage  treated  on  ice  and  water  surface  during  the  so- 
called  off  season  was  one  hundred  and  sixteen  (116) .    Considering  that 
this  figure  represents  the  total  area  of  hundreds  of  woodland  pools, 
ranging  in  size  from  100  square  feet  to  1/4  acre,  which  first  must  be 
located  by  walking  the  forests  and  fields  and  in  turn  treated  manually, 
we  can  better  realize  the  magnitude  of  the  job.    Sixteen  hundred  and 
eighty- three  (1,683)  acres  were  thus  treated  in  Essex  County  in  1971. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Project  conducted  a  spraying  program  to 
combat  the  adult  mosquito  during  the  summer  months.    This  work  was 
accomplished  in  Topsfield  on  the  following  dates:    June  14,  24,  25,  28, 
29;  July  1,  12,  19,  22,  26;  August  16,  30. 

The  personnel  of  the  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  thank 
the  residents  of  Topsfield  for  their  continued  cooperation  and  look 
to  1972  as  a  year  of  further  progress  toward  the  reduction  of  the 
mosquito  nuisance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  W.  SPENCER" Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DISTRICT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1971. 

ORGANIZATION:    North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District 
Director:    James  N.  Chooljian 
Office  Secretary:    Mrs.  Dorothy  Wilkins 

The  present  Massachusetts  laws  relating  to  Veterans  and  their  depend- 
ents, administered  by  State,  Local  and  District  Departments  of 

Veterans'  Services,  provide  for  two  major  programs.    One  pertains  to 
"Services"  --  the  other  pertains  to  financial  aid  and  assistance  under 
"Veterans'  Benefits". 

The  town  has  complied  with  all  aspects  of  the  law  ever  since  its  in- 
ception by  being  a  member  town  of  the  North  Essex  Veterans '  Service 

District.    Veterans  and  their  dependents  are  serviced  by  a  full-time 
agent  and  staffed  office. 

Under  the  "Veterans'  Services  section",  the  Veteran  or  his  immediate 
family  are  assisted  with  such  information  and  advice  as  may  be  neces- 

sary to  enable  them  to  procure  the  benefits  to  which  they  are  entitled 
relative  to  employment,  vocational  or  other  educational  opportunities, 
hospitalization,  medical  care,  pension,  and  other  Veterans'  benefits. 

Under  the  "Veterans'  Benefits  section",  a  Veteran  or  his  dependent, 
upon  application  in  writing,  who  qualifies  for  financial  assistance 
due  to  unemployment  or  illness  and  is  without  sufficient  funds  to  sus- 

tain his  living  needs,  is  aided  through  this  agency.    Grants  made 
under  this  section  are  from  appropriated  town  funds.    State  reimburse- 

ment is  made  to  the  town  of  50%  of  the  grant. 

Respectfully  submitted 

JAMES  N.  CHOOLJIAN,  Director 
North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  Dist. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

Permits  granted: 

New  construction 
Remodeling 
Water  heaters 

Total 

37 
10 
6 

55 

There  were  no  violations. 
WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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TOPSFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

CLIFTON  ELLIOTT,  CHIEF 

Richard  Crocker 

Howard  Stultz 

Robert  A.  Wood 

Ronald  Giovannacci 

Gordon  Newton 

Frank  Watson 

Richard  Wyman 

Deputy  Chief 

Deputy  Chief 

Deputy  Chief 

Captain 
Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Stephen  Carter 
Leslie  Clewes 
Ronald  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 
Antonio  D'Agostino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino George  S.  Day 
John  Englehardt,  Jr. 
David  Fuller 
Baron  Fryer,  Jr. 
William  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 
Dale  Green 
Philip  Griffin 
Dean  Harwood 

James  Hurley 
Fred  Jones 
David  Jordan 
Wallace  Knee land 
Alexander  Longo 
Ralph  Moxcey 
Charles  Osborne,  Jr. 
Roger  Peabody 
Dana  Sanger 
William  Simmons 
Robert  Skeffington 
William  Spencer 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 

Roger  Wildes 
Stephen  Woodbury 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1971. 

We  thank  the  officers  and  men  of  our  department  and  the  operators  c 
the  emergency  center  for  their  fine  cooperation  and  good  work  this 
year. 

We  thank  the  citizens  for  adhering  to  the  no  burning  ban,  your  co- 
operation has  made  our  job  easier  in  the  interest  of  clean  air. 

Our  emergency  number  is  887-2121. 

Give  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 

For  Fire  Chief  call:    Business  887-2345  Home  887-5437 

The  record  for  1971: 

78  alarms 

16  False 
6  Out  of  Town 

10  Car 
1  House 
4  Rubbish 
5  Electrical 
2  Kitchen  stove 
3  Gas  spill 

15  Grass 

3  Car  accident 
5  Brush  Fires 
1  Camp  stove 
1  Lost  person 
1  T.  V. 
1  Downed  private  plane 2  Town  dump 
1  Bomb  scare 
1  Overheated  gas  boiler 

24  oil  burner  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT,  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER,  Deputy  Chief 
HOWARD  STULTZ,  Deputy  Chief 
ROBERT  WOOD,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Roger  G.  Peabody 

SERGEANT 

Harold  G.  Moore 

REGULAR  PATROLMEN 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 

William  H.  Howard,  Jr. 
Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 

Orin  A.  Nelson 
Richard  F.  Little 

RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 

H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 

R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

SPECIAL  POLICE 

John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 
Chester  A.  Hood 

POLICEWOMAN 

Nellie  R.  Peabody 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department 
for  1971: 

Complaints  and  Investigations    1457 
Summons  336 
Arrests  123 
Citations  issued  (Warning- 198 ,  Complaints  -  341 , 

Arrents-48)   587 
Burglar  Alarms  Answered    168 
House  Checks  1596 
House  Breaks   41 
Hospital   63 
Malicious  Damage  to  Property   37 
Larceny  over  $100   61 
Larceny  under  $100   26 
Missing  persons    2 
Defective  equipment  tags  issued    119 
Court  Hours  817 
Fines  paid  to  the  Court  $5,494.00 
Court  Costs  paid  to  the  Court  $1,070.00 
Value  of  Stolen  Property  Recovered  $24,640.46 
Restitution  ordered  by  the  Court  $861.87 
Pistol  Permits  issued    55 
Firearms  I.D.  issued   27 

Cruiser  Mileage  -  1970  Ford  -  1/01/71  -  12/31/71.  .  .  62,233.5 
1969  Chev.-  1/01/71  -  6/22/71.  .  .  18,426.0 
1971  Chev.-  6/22/71  -  12/31/71.  .  .  27,039.6 
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OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONSES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

All  motor  vehicle  offenses  (Except  drunken  driving)    382 
Arrests  for  other  agencies   1 
Assault  and  battery    4 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon  -  gun   1 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon  -  knife    2 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon  with  intent  to  murder  .  .  1 
Attempt  to  sell  narcotic  drugs  -  LSD   1 
Being  present  where  narcotic  drugs  were  found    4 
Breaking  and  entering  in  the  nighttime   3 
Breaking  and  entering  with  intent  to  commit  a  misdemeanor  ....  1 
Disorderly  person    3 
Disturbing  the  peace   1 
Drunkenness  '   56 
Dumping  rubbish  on  a  public  way   1 
Escapee   2 
Fail  to  pay  wages   1 
Forgery    1 
Hitchhiking    1 
Indecent  exposure    1 

Insane  

person                                                                                   .  5 

Larceny  over  $100   2 
Larceny  under  $100   7 
Load  spillage   2 
Malicious  destruction  of  property    3 
Minor  in  possession  of  alcoholic  beverages  unaccompanied  by 

parent  or  guardian  ....  18 
Non- support    1 
Open  and  gross  lewdness   2 
Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  influence  of  liquor  ....  21 
Possession  of  burglary  tools   1 
Possession  of  harmful  drugs  -  Barbiturates   1 
Possession  of  narcotic  drugs  -  Heroin    2 
Possession  of  narcotic  drugs  -  LSD   1 
Possession  of  narcotic  drugs  -  Marijuana   6 Possession  of  motor  vehicle  with  altered  VIN   1 
Possession  hypodermic  needle  and  syringe   2 
Receiving  stolen  property    6 
Runaway    2 
Statutory  rape   1 
Uncovered  load   1 
Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority                                      .  .  3 
Uttering   1 

TOTAL  556 
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DISPOSITION  OF  LISTED  OFFENSES 

Guilty     
Not  Guilty   
Nolo  .  .   
Nol  Pros   
Dismissed  
Cases  filed  

Bound  over  to  Grand  Jury  ' 
Complaints  denied  
Cases  pending  -  1971   
Juveniles  released  to  parents  without  court  action 
Defaulted  to  the  Registry  
Adult  releases   
Default  warrants  

295 35 
40 

8 13 

37 
7 13 

51 
25 

9 10 

16 

We  have  had  a  very  busy  year,  the  demands  on  our  Department  have  in- 
creased tremendously.    House  breaks  are  still  our  main  concern.  The 

Police  Department  would  appreciate  the  reporting  of  any  suspicious  per- 
son or  vehicle  in  the  area.    Police  Officers  will  be  dispatched  imme- 

diately to  investigate. 

An  article  has  been  requested  to  be  inserted  in  the  Town  Warrant  for  a 
sum  of  money  to  purchase  an  Intercity  Radio.    This  radio  would  give 
the  Department  faster  communication  to  other  cities  and  towns. 

Under  the  Federal  Employment  Assistance  Act  two  patrolmen  have  been 
added  to  our  Department,  Orin  A.  Nelson  from  Middleton,  Mass.,  and 
Richard  F.  Little  of  Topsfield.    They  will  attend  the  Massachusetts 
State  Police  Academy  in  the  near  future. 

Members  of  the  Police  Department  have  requested  to  have  an  article 
inserted  in  the  Town  Warrant  regarding  the  Incentive  Pay  Act.  This 
Act  gives  the  Police  Officer  who  is  attending  college,  an  increase  in 
pay.    Five  Officers  are  taking  Law  Enforcement  courses  on  their  own 
time. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  various  Town  Departments  that  assisted  us  in  1971, 
the  State  Police,  and  Police  in  the  surrounding  communities.  Also, 
thanks  to  the  Dispatchers  at  the  Emergency  Center,  they  are  doing  an 
excellent  job. 

I  also  must  thank  all  the  men  on  my  department.    They  work  very  well 
together  in  their  various  duties  and  assignments. 

Please  do  not  request  our  Cruiser-Ambulance,  except  for  emergency  runs 
only.    This  emergency  vehicle  is  not  equipped  for  ambulance  service,  as 
required  by  State  Law. 
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For  the  information  of  new  residents,  the  Police  Department  EMERGENCY 
number  is  887-2121.    For  those  wishing  to  contact  the  Police  Department 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  Police  business,  the  number  is  887-2116. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 

In  Memory  of 

OSGOOD  S.  RICHARDS 

July  3,  1898  -  January  1,  1971 

ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

1971  had  a  total  of  132  Electrical  Permits  of  which  there  were:  . 

30  New  homes 
21  Commercial 
81  General  permits 

132  Total 

This  is  a  lessor  amount  than  previous  years,  but  we  had  two  Commercial 
Fair  permits. 

LESTER  E.  SHEPARD 

Inspector  of  Wires 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

This  report  covers  the  twentieth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  water  system. 

During  the  year  32  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  1025.    There  are  196  hydrants  in  the  system, 
an  increase  of  15  over  the  previous  year.    Approximately  11,450  feet 
of  8"  main  were  installed,  all  by  developers,  and  the  present  length 
of  main  is  28.0  miles,  which  constitutes  58%  of  the  Town  road  system. 

Water  consumption  increased  15%  over  the  previous  year  with 
148,027,000  gallons  pumped. 

Our  proposed  1972  budget  reflects  a  10%  increase  in  general  operating 
expenses,  a  modest  increase  reflecting  the  growth  of  our  system. 

As  a  result  of  our  long  range  planning  we  are  recommending  the  in- 
stallation of  a  second  500,000  gallon  water  storage  tank,  controls 

and  appurtenances  in  1972.    Not  only  is  our  system  expanding  by  the 
number  of  takers,  more  importantly,  it  has  expanded  in  area  from  the 
Ipswich  line  in  the  east  to  Route  95  in  the  west.  Consequently, 
additional  storage  is  now  needed  for  equalizing  pumping  rates  over 
the  day;  for  equalizing  pressure,  supply  and  demand  over  periods  of 
high  consumption;  for  adequate  fire  fighting  and  for  accidental 
breakdowns . 

The  requested  appropriation  for  such  an  installation  on  Witch  Hill 
is  $165,000.    This  should  have  little  or  no  effect  on  the  tax  rate 
inasmuch  as  expiring  water  bonds  will  provide  $18,000  annually  to 
fund  the  required  bond  issue. 

Topsfield  should  be  proud  that  it  has  a  water  supply  that  very  few 
communities  can  equal.    By  law  we  are  required  to  submit  water 
samples  monthly  to  the  State  Laboratory  for  testing.    A  typical 
water  analysis  shows  acidity  to  be  essentially  neutral,  hardness  at 
62  parts  per  million  which  is  considered  in  the  soft  water  range, 
iron  content  is  nil,  a  low  bacterial  count  much  lower  than  the 
standards  of  the  State  Department  of  Health.     In  summary,  a  supply 
of  water  with  such  purity  no  treatment  is  required.    May  it  always 
be  so. 

Our  superintendent,  Nicholas  D'Agostino,  is  responsible  for  providing 
this  daily  necessity  that  we  so  often  take  for  granted.    In  addition 
to  having  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  system  operation  he  dili- 

gently applies  himself  to  make  it  work.    We  extend  our  thanks  to  him 
and  his  clerk,  Mrs.  Agnes  Fletcher. 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
STEPHEN  J.  CHAMBERLIN,  JR. 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT 

A  massive  tree  planting  operation  was  accomplished  on  the  Common  this 
Fall  to  replace  the  dead  and  dying  trees,  and  to  restore  the  former 
tree- lined  streets  of  the  past.    We  expect  to  set  out  more  young  trees 
this  Spring  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Tree  Planning  Committee. 

The  Park  Commissioners  met  with  the  representatives  of  the  Recreation 
Committee  and  the  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  for  the  purpose  of 
coordinating  the  maintenance  of  the  recreation  areas.    A  large  number 
of  our  young  people  are  involved  in  these  worthwhile  programs,  con- 

ducted by  sport-minded  parents  and  volunteers.    We  met  with  a  member 
of  the  Library  Trustees,  and  have  arranged  to  help  them  with  the 
grounds  maintenance  of  their  property  next  year.    We  consider  the 
Library,  fronting  on  the  Common,  as  a  part  of  the  Topsfield  Village 
Green  Complex  and  are  anxious  to  preserve  its  beauty. 

The  Town  leased  land  in  the  rear  of  the  Emerson  Center,  with  its  three 
new  baseball  diamonds  and  tennis  court,  was  used  extensively  last 
summer  for  the  first  time,  and  required  a  good  deal  of  our  time  and 
equipment . 

The  flag  was  flown  from  the  large  flagpole  on  the  Common  on  most  days 
from  April  through  November. 

We  continued  the  root -feeding  program  for  the  trees  on  the  Common  and 
carried  out  the  routine  upkeep  of  the  Common,  the  Church  Piece,  the 
Library  Triangle,  Bare  Hill  Park,  and  the  grassed  triangles  on  South 
Main  Street  and  Rowley  Road. 

The  two  Town  skating  areas  on  Grove  Street  and  North  Street  were 
flooded  and  cleared  of  snow.    These  operations  can  be  discouraging 
as  weather  and  the  lack  of  proper  equipment  does  limit  our  ability 
to  provide  good  ice  for  this  popular  sport.    A  hockey  area  with 
"boards"  is  a  must  in  our  future  recreation  picture. 

Superintendent  George  Earle  and  his  assistants,  Hazen  Earle,  Scott 
Osborne,  Jesse  Hey  and  Roger  Friend  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
excellent  performance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  TOWN  LIBRARY 

Through  the  tireless  efforts  of  Mrs.  June  Mayo  and  her  dedicated 
staff  the  Topsfield  Library  has  continued  to  provide  its  invaluable 
service  to  the  townspeople.    At  the  same  time  it  is  clear  that  in- 

creased demand  now  sorely  taxes  the  present  facility. 

In  1971  the  Library  circulated  67,923  books.    In  addition,  800  books 
(of  which  165  were  large  print  for  the  visually  handicapped)  were 
secured  through  Interlibrary  Loan.    Seventy  films  were  borrowed, 
34  of  these  were  shown  in  the  Library,  but  the  film  program  was 
limited  by  the  seating  capacity  of  the  Library. 

The  Library  continued  to  be  used  by  several  groups  for  civic  meetings. 
An  important  five-day  seminar  on  the  preservation  of  archival  mater- 

ials was  hosted,  with  librarians  in  attendance  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  including  a  librarian  from  the  Library  of  Congress.  Unfor- 

tunately, the  Board  of  Trustees  had  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the 
meeting  room  because  of  concern  for  the  users'  safety. 

The  enthusiastic  efforts  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  have  contri- 
buted immensely  to  the  expansion,  utilization  and  publicizing  of 

library  services.    Their  assistance  hosting  the  seminar,  including  a 
catered  luncheon,  was  a  tremendous  help.    The  art  rental  collection 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  continues  to  be  popular. 

Among  the  Library  sponsored  activities  were  storytelling  programs  in 
the  Library  and  at  the  playground.    A  Christmas  booklist  was  published 
as  well  as  a  graded  summer  reading  list  for  elementary  school  chil- 

dren.   Mrs.  Helen  Dupouy,  Children's  Librarian,  was  invited  to  demon- 
strate her  unique  storytelling  techniques  in  Taunton  and  at  the  New 

England  Book  Festival  in  Boston. 

Due  to  the  increasing  demand  for  library  services  (80%  of  the  popula- 
tion are  registered  borrowers)  and  growth  of  population,  the  Trustees 

have  recognized  the  need  for  expansion  of  the  present  facility.  They 
have  spent  much  of  the  working  year  compiling  a  report  on  long  range 
growth  and  planning  to  be  presented  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  At 
that  time  a  proposal  that  money  be  voted  to  retain  an  architect  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  preliminary  drawings  for  an  expansion  pro- 

gram will  be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  H.  STOWE,  JR.,  Chairman 
PETER  A.  WILSON,  Financial  Secretary 
LYNN  V.  STEVENS,  Secretary 
BARBARA  K.  BOOTH 
STANLEY  M.  CO! EN 
DR.  CANSON  PURCELL 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

During  the  past  year  a  landscaping  program,  covering  various  sections 
of  the  Boston  Street  and  Pine  Grove  cemeteries,  was  started.  Land- 

scaping was  made  possible  through  contributions  made  by  the  North 
Shore  Horticultural  Society,  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Committee, 
Mr.  L.  Palmer  Lavallee  and  purchases  by  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Commissioners  will  continue  their  planting  program  next  year,  and 
will  welcome  contributions  for  further  expansion. 

During  the  summer,  the  deep  water  line  was  continued  for  another  150 
feet,  to  make  water  available  during  the  time  of  year  when  the  shallow 
line  is  drained. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy- two  new  graves  are  now  available  at  the  Boston 
Street  Cemetery.    Keeping  in  line  with  modern  ceneteries  and  land- 

scaping practices,  flush  markers  will  be  used  in  this  section. 

Mrs.  Jean  Weston  was  hired  as  assistant  clerk  to  help  Mrs.  Lila 
Wildes,  who  is  completing  her  37th  year  as  clerk  of  the  town  ceme- teries. 

The  historical  section  of  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  had  many  visitors  this 
year,  coming  from  several  sections  of  our  country.  Tracings  of  many 
of  the  stones  were  made  to  aid  in  their  reproduction. 

During  1971  the  Cemetery  Department  returned  to  the  Town  an  amount  in 
excess  of  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000.00),  received  from  cemetery 
operations. 

In  keeping  with  our  policy  to  improve  the  cemeteries,  we  will  continue 
the  programs  of  past  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER,  Chairman 
J.  PUTNAM  FRIEND 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  REPORT 

This  has  been  a  year  of  re -building  and  re -programming  for  the  Com- 
mission.   The  leave  of  absence  taken  by  former  Chairman  John  W. 

Peirce,  who  so  ably  guided  the  Commission  activities  during  these 
past  several  years,  was  an  obvious  loss  to  the  Town  and  a  real  chal- 

lenge to  the  present  members.    However,  with  the  addition  of  John  C. 
Nutter,  a  member  of  the  Tree  Planning  Committee  with  long  experience 
in  Town  affairs,  the  Commission  has  been  able  to  move  ahead  with  on- 

going activities  and  with  plans  for  the  future. 

A  major  accomplishment  this  year  was  acceptance  of  a  self-help  appli- 
cation and  the  subsequent  funding  by  the  Department  of  Natural  Re- 

sources to  cover  50%  of  the  cost  of  the  Pye  Brook  conservation  land 
purchased  in  1970  as  part  of  the  sanitary  land- fill  acquisition.  The 
granting  of  these  "self-help"  funds  was  attributable  to  the  determined 
and  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Peirce.    This  conservation  parcel  of 
86  acres  offers  numerous  recreational  opportunities  to  the  Town.  A 
plan  for  the  proper  development  and  use  of  this  parcel  will  be  pre- 
pared. 

Three  additional  sub -committees  were  formally  established  to  deal  with 
matters  related  to  the  commission's  functions  --  the  Clean-up  Commit- 

tee, the  Recycling  Committee  and  the  Soil  Removal  Study  Committee. 
The  interest  and  dedicated  efforts  of  the  Committee  members  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  of  tangible  benefit  to  the  Town.    The  Committee 
reports  follow  this  report. 

A  proposal  was  presented  to  the  Topsfield-Boxford  League  of  Women 
Voters  to  undertake  jointly  with  the  Commission,  a  study  of  our  area 
water  resources.    A  comprehensive  survey  of  both  the  quality  and 
quantity -of  this  resource  would  tell  us  much  about  the  future  direc- 

tion and  development  of  the  Town.     It  is  hoped  that  this  study  will 
be  undertaken  early  in  1972. 

In  October,  the  Commission  sponsored  a  community  education  evening 
for  the  Town,  including  presentations  by  both  the  Chairman  of  the 
Lincoln  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Director  of  Environmental 
Education  Programs- for  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education. 

Inquiries  directed  toward  acquisition  of  additional  conservation  lands 
consistent  with  the  Town  Open  Space  Plan  are  proceeding.  Implementa- 

tion of  the  Plan  will  be  in  large  part  dependent  on  the  interest  and 
cooperation  of  land  owners  and  developers  in  the  Town.    The  Commission 
views  acquisition  of  open  space  land  as  including  not  only  outright 
purchase  of  or  the  granting  of  appropriate  easements  of  rights-of-way, 
but  also  the  careful  planning  and  provision  for  open  space  land  in 
all  significant  future  residential  developments. 
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Applications  for  flood  plain  zoning  land  use  permits  were  reviewed 
and  two  violations  were  investigated.    A  "Cease  and  Desist"  order 
was  issued  by  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  in  one  case,  to 
prevent  damaging  wetland  filling.    With  receipt  this  year  of  the  soil 
survey  maps,  the  Commission  will  propose  a  study  of  our  present 
flood-plain  by-law  in  an  effort  to  make  it  a  more  useful  and  effective 
tool  for  the  protection  and  proper  use  of  our  numerous  flood  plain 
areas.    The  soil  maps  will  also  provide  a  basic  tool  in  overall  Town 
land  usage  planning. 

Members  of  the  Commission  participated  in  conferences  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Association  of  Conservation  Commissions  and  the  Metropolitan 

Area  Planning  Council.    A  number  of  surveys  and  questionnaires  were 
received  and  completed  on  behalf  of  interested  conservation  groups 
and  our  State  Representatives. 

The  Commission  expect  to  complete  shortly,  an  application  to  the  Ford 
Foundation  for  a  matching  grant  to  fund  information  and  action  pro- 

grams related  to  the  Open  Space  Plan.    The  work  of  the  Commission 
can  most  effectively  be  accomplished  with  the  informed  involvement 
and  cooperation  of  the  entire  Town.    It  is  hoped  that  additional  resi- 

dents of  the  Town  will  want  to  help  and  participate  in  one  of  the  many 
Commission  activities. 

Respectfully  subbitted, 

WALTER  D.  BARNDT,  JR.,  Chairman 
BARBARA  WELSH,  Secretary 
BARBARA  K.  BOOTH,  Treasurer 
DEREK  0.  VAN  ETTEN 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER 
JOHN  R.  KLOCK 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Topsfield  has  a  significant  tree  program  for  1972.    It  is  fitting 
since  this  is  the  100th  anniversary  of  Arbor  Day.    Over  the  past 
three  years  the  Tree  Planning  Committee  of  the  Conservation  Commission 
has  been  working  with  the  Tree  Warden  and  other  Town  officials  to  im- 

plement a  tree  program  that  would  assure  proper  new  plantings,  care 
of  existing  trees,  sensible  arrangements  with  utility  companies  and 
road  projects,  and  removal  of  trees  when  and  if  necessary.    It  has 
been  our  intention  to  move  carefully  and  with  good  planning  to  assure 
the  selection  and  location  of  new  trees  that  would  be  harmonious  with 
the  fine  trees  now  in  place. 

A  master  planting  map  is  being  developed,  using  the  existing  Cadastral 
map  of  the  Planning  Board.    The  Town  has  been  fortunate  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  consultant,  Mr.  Fred  Burk,  former  Tree  Warden  and  Park 
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Superintendent  of  Swampscott,  who  is  assisting  in  the  preparation  of 
the  map.    The  major  plantings  in  1972  can  then  be  followed  in  more 
modest  numbers  in  later  years,  but  all  conforming  to  the  Master  Plan. 

Our  first  plantings  were  made  possible  through  a  substantial  donation 
by  the  Rotary  Club.    Since  that  time,  other  donations  have  been  forth- 

coming, particularly  for  the  extensive  plantings  just  completed  in 
the  center  of  Town.    It  is  most  appropriate  that  donations  of  either 
funds  or  trees  occur  for  Arbor  Day,  1972. 

Plantings  have  been  increasing  from  six  trees  in  1969  to  thirty-six 
in  1970,  to  32  in  the  spring  of  1971,  and  then  with  22  on  the  common, 
school  grounds  and  business  area  on  Main  Street  in  the  late  fall. 
This  later  planting  was  planned  for  the  spring  of  1972,  however,  by 
having  funds  available  through  a  favorable  vote  of  the  Town  at  the 
special  Town  Meeting  of  June  17,  1971,  we  were  able  to  obtain  larger 
trees  and  at  a  more  favorable  price  than  in  the  spring  of  1972.  As 
described  to  the  voters  at  the  special  Town  Meeting,  the  $5000.00 
appropriation  is  for  a  total  tree  program.    The  Committee  has  been 
working  with  and  furnishing  trees  not  only  for  planting  along  the 
Town  ways,  but  on  the  school  grounds,  parks,  cemetery,  Water  Depart- 

ment land  fill,  and  recreation  areas. 

Many  requests  have  been  received  from  home  owners  for'  planting  of trees  in  front  of  their  homes.    With  funds  now  available  all  of  these 
requests  can  be  honored  together  with  additional  requests.    The  Town 
will  furnish  and  plant  the  tree  if  the  homeowner  will  be  responsible 
for  preparing  the  necessary  hole.    Requests  should  be  mailed  to  any 
member  of  the  Committee  or  to  Mr.  Wallace  Kneeland,  the  Town  Tree 
Warden . 

It  is  again  planned  to  furnish  small  trees  to  the  children  in  the 
4th  grades  of  our  schools.    This  program,  started  last  year  with 
24-inch  pin  oaks,  was  most  satisfactory.     It  was  part  of  the  Arbor 
Day  program  sponsored  jointly  by  the  School  Dept.,  Park  Dept.,  Tree 
Warden,  Garden  Clubs  and  this  Committee.     It  is  further  planned  to 
have  several  varieties  of  small  trees  available  this  spring  for  resi- 

dents who  would  care  to  plant  them  at  their  property  in  town. 

Although  trees  are  a  long-range  program,  many  factors  in  their  selec- 
tion and  care  are  changing  rapidly.    Therefore,  the  Committee  is  most 

appreciative  of  the  splendid  assistance  furnished  by  Mr.  Kneeland, 
local  arborist,  and  tree  wardens  in  neighboring  towns.    The  scope  and 
effectiveness  of  the  Committee  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  sup- 

port and  encouragement  both  from  within  and  outside  the  Town.  The 
Tree  Program  is  really  a  coordinated  effort  of  many  Town  Departments, 
Garden  Clubs,  Boy  Scouts,  business  leaders,  and  individual  residents, 
several  of  whom  are  highly  qualified  by  their  profession  and  training. 
1972  should  be  a  good  year  for  trees  in  Topsfield. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DEREK  VAN  ETTEN,  Chairman 
JOHN  NUTTER 
DOUGLAS  RANKIN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CLEAN-UP  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Topsfield  Clean-up  Committee  held  a  successful  Town  clean-up  day 
on  May  15,  1971.    The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  generously  gave 
us  500  heavy  gauge  plastic  bags  for  the  clean-up. 

On  September  9,  1971,  the  Committee  held  a  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall 
to  which  representatives  of  all  the  Town's  organizations  and  merchants 
were  invited.    Mr.  Miller  of  the  Proctor  School  suggested  using  teen- 

agers as  street  captains  instead  of  housewives. 

On  October  25,  1971,  the  first  fall  clean-up  day  was  held.  Mr. 
Miller's  suggestion  was  carried  out  in  half  the  town  while  the  other 
half  used  housewives  as  before.    Unfortunately,  the  weather  was  so 
stormy  that  almost  no  one  cleaned  up  that  day.    There  was  no  rain  date. 

The  next  Town  clean-up  date  is  set  for  April  29,  1972  with  May  6  as  a rain  date. 
MARTHA  F.  BROWN 
Chairman 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECYCLING  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Topsfield  Recycling  program  had  its  inception  in  May,  1971. 
Located  on  property  owned  and  donated  by  C.  §  C.  Elliott  Fuels, 
volunteers  collected  glass,  metal  and  newspaper  for  transportation 
to  recycling  plants  throughout  the  summer.    In  September  the  Tops- 
field  Recyclers  joined  with  the  Clean-up  Committee  and  the  new  com- 

mittee was  given  sub-committee  status  by  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Presently  located  at  the  Town  Garages,  the  Recycling  Collection  Center 
is  open  from  10  A.M.  to  12  noon  every  Saturday.    Participation  in  the 
program  continues  to  grow  and  has  more  than  doubled  in  its  seven 
months  of  operation.    The  program  is  presently  showing  an  income  of 
approximately  $92.00  and  has  disposed  of  three  tons  of  metal,  twenty 
tons  of  paper  and  forty-two  tons  of  glass.    New  participants  and 
volunteers  will  be  welcomed. 

Respectfully  submitted,. 

MRS.  JUDSON  W.  PRATT 
MRS.  HERBERT  WASS 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRAILS  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

In  1971  the  Trails  Committee  concentrated  on  preserving  existing 
trails  for  foot  and  horseback  use.    The  Committee  met  on  seven  after- 

noons and  walked  existing  (and  overgrown)  trails  in  various  parts  of 
town.    Evening  sessions  were  held  tracing  property  lines  and  trail 
locations.    A  trail  coordinating  meeting  was  held  with  participants 
from  Boxford,  Danvers  and  Hamilton.    Trail  planning  was  also  coordin- 

ated with  Essex  County  Greenbelt  and  Massachusetts  State  Trail  Com- 
mittees.   The  Meredith  Easement  was  approved  by  the  State  and  accepted 

by  the  Selectmen.    Work  has  begun  to  make  this  donation  of  lasting 
value  to  the  Town. 

The  Committee  is  currently  attempting  to  obtain  another  easement  pro- 
tecting a  vital  trail  link  now  in  danger  from  a  newly  proposed  resi- 
dential development.    Permission  to  clean  out  partially  overgrown 

trails  was  obtained  from  one  property  owner  and  40%  of  the  work  was 
completed  this  fall.    The  Committee  is  working  on  a  wide  variety  of 
problems  and  would  welcome  any  volunteer  help. 

FRANCIS  BROWN ,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  THE  SOIL  REMOVAL  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Committee  was  formed  in  May  of  1971  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing 
the  Town's  existing  soil  removal  by-law.    Based  on  this  initial  study 
it  was  concluded  that  some  changes  and  additions  of  specific  safe- 

guards were  necessary  to  adequately  insure  the  welfare  of  the  Town 
and  to  protect  property  values. 

After  studying  the  by-laws  of  twelve  North  Shore  communities,  review- 
ing published  recommendations  of  the  Middlesex  Conservation  District 

and  meeting  with  Conservation  Commissions  of  other  towns,  a  revised 
by-law  was  drafted. 

FREDRIC  YOUNG 
HENRY  BEHRENS 
DAVID  SMALL 
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REPORT  OF  TIE  PLANNING  BOARD 

At  its  first  meeting  in  March,  1971,  the  Planning  Board  organized  and 
elected  Robert  H.  Klar,  Chairman,  and  James  R.  Klock,  Clerk.  Members 
were  appointed  as  representatives  from  the  Board  and  responsibilities  ' within  the  Board  as  follows : 

Highway  Department  James  R.  Klock 
Conservation  Commission  James  R.  Klock 
Soil  Erosion  Board  Robert  H.  Klar 
Long  Range  School  Planning  §  Building  Comm.    Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Special  Drainage  Committee  Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Rules  §  Regulations  §  Zoning  Changes               Jackson  0.  Welsh 
Growth  Study  Committee  David  F.  Miller 

The  Board  held  twenty-four  regular  meetings,  several  work  meetings, 
sub-division  site  work  visitations,  and  attended  several  State  and 
Area  Federation  meetings. 

Dr.  David  F.  Miller  was  re-elected  in  March  of  1971  for  a  full  five 
year  term.    David  F.  Miller  accepted  the  responsibility  of  liason  to 
the  Growth  Study  Committee  which  has  met  frequently  since  it  was  or- 

ganized in  1970  with  Frederic  C.  Hartman  as  chairman. 

An  unusually  active  year  of  Planning  Board  regular  meetings,  special 
meetings,  public  hearings,  and  studies  opened  many  new- areas  of  inter- 

est and  concern  for  the  future  of  the  Town,  as  well  as  many  specific 
accomplishments . 

The  Board  recognizes  the  need  for  a  certain  amount  of  flexibility  in 
zoning  but  is,  and  will  remain  cautious  so  not  to  cause  a  landslide 
in  population  density  change. 

Cluster  zoning  and  business  use  is  presently  under » study  by  the  Board 
and  the  Growth  Study  Committee. 

The  Town  chose  not  to  accept  a  Planned  Residential  District  petitioned 
by  National  Ventures  Trust.    The  proposal  was  for  a  change  in  zoning  of 
the  land  West  of  1-95  for  town  houses. 

Several  drafts  were  prepared  and  the  Board  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
reviewing  the  proposal  of  the  petitioner. 

The  following  outline  will  indicate  further  action  of  the  Board. 

1.  Recommended  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  that  an  Occupancy  Permit  be 
required  for  new  and  renovated  construction.     (Voted  on  and 
accepted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.) 

2.  Encouraged  the  Growth  Study  Committee  to  develop  a  land  inventory. 
(Completed  and  filed  with  the  Board  June  1,  1971.) 
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3.  Completed  a  major  revision  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  governing 
the  Subdivision  of  land.     (Approved  and  adopted  March  15,  1971.) 

4.  Conducted  a  Public  Hearing  April  7,  1971  by  the  request  of  National 
Ventures  Trust. 

5.  Participated  in  ten  neighborhood  meetings  graciously  arranged  and 
hosted  by  members  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters . 

6.  Held  two  public  hearings  on  Definite  Subdivision  Plans.     (James  R. 
Brady  and  Beechill  Corp.) 

The  Board  continues  to  work  diligently  in  the  interest  of  the  Town  and 
recognizes  its  critical  role  in  changing  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR,  Chairman 
JANES  R.  KLOCK,  Clerk 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
DAVID  F.  MILLER 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ROAD  COMMISSIONER 

To  the  citizens  of  Tops fie Id: 

Work  Done  in  1971  Under  General  Highway 

Town  Garage  and  Fire  Station 
Dug  out  fill  in  back  of  Town  Garage  and  Fire  Station  to  enlarge 
parking  area  and  make  room  for  supplies  and  equipment. 

McLeod  Road 
Rebuilt  bridge  on  McLeod  Road,  reinforced  wall  and  new  carrying 
timbers,  new  four  inch  planks. 

Salem  Street  and  Hill  Street 
Cleaned  up  brush  on  Salem  Street  and  Hill  Street. 

Washington  Street 
Corrected  drainage  on  Washington  Street,  3  catch  basins,  80  feet 
of  10  inch  culvert  pipe.    Also  cleaned  out  and  widened  600  feet 
drainage  ditch  off  Washington  Street  with  backhoe. 

Gail  Street 
Installed  one  catch  basin  and  110  feet  of  10  inch  culvert  pipe. 

Prospect  Street 
Installed  one  basin  and  120  feet  12  inch  culvert  pipe. 

Maple  Street 
Put  in  20  feet  of  36  inch  culvert  pipe  in  two  sections  of  24  inch 
culvert  pipe  to  widen  road  and  improve  drainage.    Also  built 
stone  header  on  each  side  of  road  and  cleaned  and  widened  drain- 

age ditch. 

River  Road 
Three  catch  basins  400  feet  of  12  inch  culvert  pipe,  60  feet  of 
15  inch  culvert,  also  150  feet  of  8  inch  perforated  for  sub- 
drain  and  2  half  foot  of  stone  length  of  trunk. 

Towne  Hill  Road 
Dug  out  drainage  ditch  with  backhoe. 

Central  Street 
Cleaned  out  and  widened  drainage  ditch  on  both  sides  of  road. 

Pemberton  Road 
Put  in  turn  around  circle  at  end  of  road,  dug  out  3  feet  of  mud 
and  put  in  gravel  and  20  feet  of  12  inch  drainage  pipe. 

Installed  twenty  new  street  signs  and  posts. 

Graveled  shoulders,  side  of  roads,  section  of  Route  97,  Ipswich  Road 
and  South  Main  Street.  nf- 



Chapter  81 

Swept  all  streets  and  side  walks  in  town. 

Cleaned  all  catch  basins  and  culverts  in  town,  some  two  or  three 
times  during  season. 

Cut  brush  along  school  bus  routes  and  on  all  bad  intersections. 

Cleaned  out  culverts,  runoff  from  catch  basins. 

Sealed  coated  the  following  roads,  using  2330  gallons  of  Mc3  cut 
back  oil. 

Section  of :  Ipswich  Road 
North  Common 
Perkins  Row 

One  Mile  of:  Rowley  Road 
Averill  Street 
Boxford  Road 
River  Road 
Prospect  Street 
Salem  Road 
Howlett  Street 
Hill  Street 
Cross  Street 
Canterbury  Hill 

Painted  guard  rails  in  town  and  replaced  28  broken  guard  rails. 

Scraped  sides  of  road  with  grader.  We  try  to  do  eight  to  ten  roads  a 
year. 

Heavy  year  on  cold  patch  around  town.    Have  had  crew  patching  holes 
and  shoulders  of  roads  year-round. 

Crew  repaired  22  catch  basins  around  town  during  the  year. 

Projects  Worked  on  in  1971 

Chapter  90         Drainage:    9  catch  basins,  2  man  holes,  3/10  of  mile 
Construction     drainage  pipe,  2  inch,  1/10  of  mile  on  Pine  Street 

trunk  line.    Dug  out  6  foot  shoulder  from  Mansion  Road 
to  Route  97  and  filled  in  with  good  gravel.    Put  in 
500  feet  of  sub-drain,  8  inch  pipe  and  3  feet  of  3/4 inch  stone  and  tied  in  catch  basins. 

Hot  topped,  resurfaced  job  from  Route  1  to  Winsor 
Lane,  4/10  of  mile. 
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Chapter  90  Hot- topped  two  sections  of  road  on  Washington  Street, 
Maintenance       3/10  of  mile. 

Hot- topped  section  of  Gail  Street,  2/10  of  mile. 

We  still  need  many  roads  widened  to  facilitate  passage  of  increased 
traffic  and  school  buses.    Drainage  remains  a  constant  problem  and 
much  work  still  needs  to  be  done. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  cooperated  with 
this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1971. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine,  take  numbers,  and 
release: 

Meredith  Farm  -  189  cattle 

White  Farm       -  138  cattle         2  swine 

Visited  94  stables  and  released. 

Quarantined  19  dogs  for  dog  bites.    Reports  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Animal  Inspector 

DOG  OFFICER'S  REPORT 

24  dogs  killed  by  automobiles 

60  complaints 

34  stray  dogs. picked  up  -  some  destroyed  and  some  found  a  good  home. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Dog  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1971,  the  Committee  continued  the  study  of  possible  future 
school  sites,  including  use  of  the  former  town  dump  land  on  Bare  Hill 
Road.     If  an  area  with  adequate  size  and  drainage  characteristics  can 
be  assembled  in  the  latter  location,  the  expense  of  land  purchases 
could  be  substantially  reduced. 

Figures  for  the  annual  estimate  of  pre- school  children  and  the  actual 
enrollment  in  the  K  through  6  grades,  taken  in  the  fall  of  1971, 
reflect  the  stabilization  of  the  Topsfield  elementary  school  popula- 

tion.    If  this  trend  is  projected  into  the  future,  a  slight  decline 
in  enrollment  could  be  assumed  over  the  next  five  years.  Recent 
figures  are  as  follows: 

Pre -school and  Enrollment  Figures (K-6) 
Estimated 

Actual  K-6 Pre-schoolers Enrollment 

1967 452 950 
1968 414 978 
1969 433 958 

1970 391 982 
1971 400 935 

Although  the  recent  stabilization  may  have  been  influenced  in  some 
degree  by  economic  conditions  in  the  area,  pressures  toward  continued 
population  growth  in  Topsfield  continue.    Development  of  open  tracts 
of  land  in  the  southern  section  of  town  is  likely  to  occur  in  future 
years.     Zoning  changes  permitting  cluster  developments,  lower  income 
housing,  or  other  higher  density  housing  arrangements  are  possible. 
All  available  classrooms  were  in  use  in  1971.    A  sudden  surge  in  en- 

rollments would  require  additional  space,  unless  double  sessions  or  a 
year-round  program  were  followed. 

Because  of  the  probability  of  additional  space  needs  in  future  years, 
the  Committee  plans  to  continue  the  search  for  a  new  school  site. 

The  Committee  has  closely  followed  a  project  currently  proposed  by 
the  Massachusetts  Advisory  Council  on  Education,  which  would  create 
a  state-wide  school  construction  corporation.    This  organization 
would  replace  many  of  the  functions  of  the  local  school  building 
committees. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  to  Dr.  Herbert  A. 
Rouisse  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance  and  to  Mr.  Alvah  H.  Balen- 
tine,  whose  attendance  as  a  representative  of  the  Planning  Board  has 
been  very  helpful. 
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During  the  year  Peter  Wilson  and  Thomas  Hicks  resigned  from  the 
Committee.    We  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  for  their  con- 

tributions during  their  tenure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  E.  HARTFORD,  Chairman 
JAMES  A.  WOODBRIDGE,  Vice-Chairman 
MARY  WENDEL,  Secretary 
GERALD  F.  ROURKE 
CARLOTTA  TYLER 
BARBARA  WHEATLAND 

REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  CODE  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

In  July,  1971,  the  Building  Code  Study  Committee  was  established  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  revise  and  modernize  the  existing  code  and  broad- 

en it  to  cover  multi-family  housing  such  as  apartments,  town  houses  and condominiums . 

The  Committee  has  been  holding  open  public  meetings  in  the  Assessors 
Office  of  the  Town  Hall  every  Thursday  evening  at  7:30  P.M. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  in  July  to  formulate  objectives. 

1.  To  develop  a  code  which  will  regulate  inspection,  materials,  con- 
struction, alterations,  repairs,  demolition,  removal,  height,  area, 

location  and  use  of  buildings  and  other  structures  erected  or  to  be 
erected  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  except  as  limited  by  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

2.  This  code  is  to  be  administered  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  fire 
and  preserving  the  life  and  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Topsfield. 
During  subsequent  meetings  members  of  the  existing  Town  Committees 
and  Building  Code  Boards  of  other  communities  have  been  interviewed 
The  Committee  plans  to  have  the  revised  code  ready  for  a  special 
Town  Meeting  in  the  near  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KARL  0.  KRISTENSON,  JR. 
JOHN  P.  WOOD 
OSCAR  R.  PADJEN 
CARL  I.  BERGSTROM 
ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1971 

Dwellings   25 
Addition   22 
Garages  (Residential)    7 
Stables    7 
Warehouses   4 
Dwelling  (moved)   1 
Remodeling   2 
Office  Buildings   3 
Retail  Store   1_ 

Total  Permits  72 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 

TOPSFIELD  EMERGENCY  CENTER  REPORT 

I  submit  my  fifth  report  of  the  Emergency  Center  located  in  Town  Hall 

Personnel  of  Emergency  Center: 

Chief  Operator  Lila  M.  Wildes 

Emergency  Operators : 

Winifred  Brackley  Marion  Mitchell 
Norma  Carter  Virginia  Los 
Alyce  Johnson  Nellie  Peabody 
Priscilla  Gamble  Peter  Yetman 

For  the  period  January  1,  1971  through  and  including  December  31, 
1971,  the  total  Telephone  and  Radio  calls  were  53,231.  Of  these, 
Radio  calls  were  20,766  and  Telephone  calls  were  32,465. 

Telephone  Radio 

Police  Department  5,048  18,531 
Fire  and  Others  27,417  2,235 

There  were  69  calls  for  fires  and  15  calls  for  permits.    A  tape  re- 
corder was  installed  on  the  emergency  lines  2121  and  2122. 

We  now  have  20  burglar  alarms  installed  in  the  Center,  besides  three 
that  come  in  on  the  switchboard  on  the  emergency  lines. 

LJ LA  M.  WILDES,  Chief  Operator 
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VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  PLANNING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  March  2,  1970,  a  Regional  School  District 
Planning  Committee  was  created  for  the  purpose  of  studying  vocational - 
technical  school  needs.    At  that  time,  the  Moderator  appointed  three 
residents  of  Topsfield  to  that  committee.    Subsequently,  in  the  latter 
part  of  1970,  a  Regional  Planning  Board  for  the  North  Shore  was 
established.    It  was  comprised  of  the  towns  of  Danvers,  Middleton, 
Marblehead,  Lynnfield,  Swampscott,  Boxford,  Topsfield,  Hamilton, 
Wenham  and  the  cities  of  Salem,  Beverly  and  Peabody.    During  1971,  the 
towns  of  Essex,  Manchester  and  Rockport  plus  the  city  of  Gloucester 
showed  interest  in  at  least  being  involved  in  the  investigative  and 
planning  stages. 

During  the  past  year,  this  committee  has  been  meeting  monthly  with  the 
purpose  being: 

1)  To  study  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Regional  Vocational 
School  District. 

2)  To  determine  the  organization,  operation  and  control  of  the 
district. 

3)  To  estimate  the  cost  of  constructing  and  equipping  such  a  school. 

4)  To  determine  methods  of  financing  such  a  school. 

5)  To  determine  the  make-up  of  a  regional  school  committee. 

6)  To  submit  a  report  of  its  findings  to  the  selectmen  or  city 
councils . 

1)    To  submit  a  proposed  agreement  covering  all  these  items. 

During  1971  all  cities  and  towns  in  the  original  district  plus  Man- 
chester, by  votes  of  town  meetings  or  city  councils,  joined  the  plan- 

ning board.    Richard  Maffei  of  Marblehead  was  elected  Chairman; 
Richard  Caldarone  of  Danvers,  Vice -Chairman;  Robert  Ruscio  of  Salem, 
Treasurer. 

Several  committees  were  established: 

1)  Legislative:    to  get  the  required  permissive  legislation  written, 
filed  and  passed  to  allow  the  cities  to  become  legal  members  of 
the  Regional  District.    The  legislation  has  been  written  and  filed. 

2)  Curriculum:    to  determine  the  type  of  curriculum  of  any  proposed 
school  with  due  regard  to  the  needs  of  the  participating  communi- 

ties and  to  the  job  market  of  the  area. 

3)  Site:    to  study  the  availability  of  land  in  the  geographical  area 
suited  to  the  needs  of  the  district. 
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4)  Public  Relations:  to  issue  press  releases,  reports  to  town  offi- 
cials and,  when  required,  a  booklet  to  all  voters  of  the  communi- 

ties involved. 

In  an  effort  to  determine  the  needs  of  the  district,  the  Board  visited 
many  of  the  Vocational  Schools  now  in  the  District,  the  Industrial 
Arts  Departments  of  others,  the  Northeast  Metropolitan  Regional  Voca- 

tional School  in  Wakefield  and  the  Essex  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Institute.    Meetings  were  held  with  Dr.  James  Conroy,  Director  of  Re- 

search for  the  State  Department  of  Education;  Ralph  Brown,  Organiza- 
tional Specialist  for  the  School  Building  Assistance  Bureau;  Dr. 

Charles  Buzzell,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Occupational  Education. 
Purpose  of  such  meetings  was  to  explore  the  state  and  federal  involve- 

ment in  such  a  school.    Further,  the  state  has  requirements  on  voca- tional education  that  have  to  be  followed  in  order  to  obtain  state 
funding . 

In  1970,  a  study  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Conroy  of  the  State  Department 
of  Education,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  ascertain  needs  for  voca- 

tional education  in  the  proposed  District.    Copies  of  this  report  have 
just  recently  been  made  available  to  committee  members. 

It  has  been  concluded  at  this  point  that  there  is  a  need  for  increased 
vocational  education  in  this  area.    Any  new  facility  would  most  likely 
be  designed  to  serve  five  percent  of  students  in  the  area  on  a  full- time  basis. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  bill  presently  written  and  filed  is  per- 
missive only  and  does  not  bind  Topsfield  or  any  town.     It  is  antici- 

pated that  a  region,  if  formed,  would  be  established  on  the  basis  of 
both  capital  and  operating  costs  being  shared  on  the  basis  of  percent- 

age attendance  of  students  from  the  town. 

At  this  time,  it  is  anticipated  that  a  proposal  for  establishment  of  a 
Regional  School  Committee  will  be  put  on  the  1972  Election  Ballot. 

Submitted  by: 

WILLARD  B.  SPRING  for  the 
Topsfield  Vocational  School  Planning  Committee 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Topsfield,  Massachusetts 

Elementary  School  Report 

School  Committee 

Donald  H.   Cox,   Chairman  Term  Expires  1973 
J.  Richard  Relick,  Vice  Chairman  Term  Expires  1 97^4- 
Mrs.  Barbara  S.  Hartford  Term  Expires  1972 
Willard  B.   Spring  Term  Expires  1972 
Mrs.   Carlotta  R.  Tyler  Terra  Expires  1 97i| 

School  Superintendent 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

School  Committee  Operation 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Topsfield  School  Committee  are 
held  at  8:00  p.m.  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each 
month  throughout  the  year.     Meetings  are  held  in  the 
Proctor  School  Library  and  are  open  to  the  public.  Town 
officials  and  interested  citizens  are  encouraged  to  attend 
meetings.     Individuals  or  groups  may  have  an  item  placed 
on  the  agenda  by  forwarding  a  written  request  to  the 
Superintendent.     Executive  sessions  are  seldom  held  and 
then  only  for  matters  requiring  privacy  and  consistent 
with  the  open  meeting  statute.     In  the  event  of  special 
meetings  or  changes  in  the  dates  of  regular  meetings,  a 
notice  is  posted  in  the  Town  Hall.     During  1971  the 
committee  held  23  regular  meetings  and  3  special  meetings. 

The  committee  maintains  a  liaison  with  other  groups 
having  related  interests  in  the  schools.     Its  members 
serve  on  other  committees  as  follows: 

Topsf ield-Boxf ord  School  Union  Committee  -  D.  Cox, 
R.  Relick,  and  C.  Tyler. 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  - 
C.  Tyler. 

Town  Insurance  Committee  -  R.  Relick. 

Regional  Vocational -Technical  School  Planning 
Committee  -  W.  Spring. 

Regionalization  Planning  Committee  -  B.  Hartford. 
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Financial 

In  its  budget  development,  the  School  Committee  has 
tried  to  maintain  a  reasonable  balance  among  the  pressure 
for  increased  school  services,  the  upward  thrust  of 
inflation  and  collective  bargaining,  and  the  need  for 
minimizing  additional  demands  on  the  tax  dollar.     Much  of 
the  increase  fell  into  categories  beyond  the  control  of 
the  committee;  for  example,  the  impact  for  a  full  year  of 
salary  increases  and  increments  which  became  effective  in 
September,  1971,  and  a  major  rise  in  transportation.  The 
change  in  the  enrollment  trend  from  one  of  growth  to  one 
of  some  decline  has  been  most  helpful  and  will  permit  the 
reduction  of  the  teaching  staff  by  one  teacher.  The 
average  enrollment,  which  had  reached  970  in  1969,  de- 

clined to  968  in  1970  and  to  963  in  1971.     It  is  projected 
that  the  average  enrollment  in  1972  will  be  935. 

Changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  as  noted  below: 

Account 

Administration 

Instruction 

Other  School  Services 

Approp. 
1971 

$  20890 

lj.95926 

1^9727 

Budget 
1972 

$  22576 

53^51+3 
61519 

Increase  Percent 
Decrease  Change 

1686  Q.07% 

38617  .  7.79^ 

11792  23.71^ 

Oper.  &  Maintenance 
of  Plant 

Community  Services 

6691 3  738^.0 

3200  3200 

6927    10. 35$ 

Acquisition  of  Fixed 
Assets 

11*82 1 24-82 

Programs  with  Other 
Districts 

GRAND  TOTAL 

j£2£ 
1+005 

$  61^2373  $  701165  $    58792  9.155 

Almost  two-thirds  of  the  total  budget  increase  is  found 
in  the  Instruction  Account  and  comes  about  primarily  from 
salary  adjustments.     These  factors  contribute  to  the  in- 

crease : 

a)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  a  higher  salary 
schedule,  effective  in  September,  1971. 

b)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  annual  salary  incre- 
ments, effective  in  September,  1971. 
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c)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December, 
1972  of  an  adjusted  salary  schedule,  to  be  effective  in 
September,  1972. 

d)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December, 
1972  of  annual  salary  increments,  to  be  effective  in 
September,  1972. 

e)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December, 
1972  of  an  additional  day  of  service  by  the  art  specialist, 
two  additional  days  of  service  per  week  by  the  speech 
therapist,  and  the  addition  of  two  part-time  teacher 
coaches . 

Comments  on  other  significant  changes  follow: 

a)  The  increase  of  $21L|.2  in  the  Textbook  Account  re- 
flects not  only  inflation,  but  provides  for  new  science 

books  and  new  health  books.     Also  the  amount  budgeted  in 
this  account  in  1971  was  unusually  low. 

b)  The  increase  of  $1035  in  the  Audio -Visual  Account 
provides  for  purchase  of  supplies  and  materials  at  a 
similar  level  to  that  of  recent  years .    However,  the 
purchase  of  materials  last  year  with  federal  funds  held 
this  account  at  an  artificially  low  level. 

c)  An  increase  of  $101lj.9  in  the  Regular  Transport- 
ation Account  is  a  result  of  a  new,  three -year  contract, 

based  on  bids  received  in  the  spring.     The  very  large 
increase  reflects  three  years  of  inflation  and  much 
newer  equipment.     Over  half  of  this  increase  will  be  off- 

set by  greater  state  reimbursement  for  transportation. 

d)  An  increase  of  $lj-31  0  in  the  Specific  Repair  Account 
provides  for  smoke  sensing  devices  at  both  schools,  major 
plumbing  replacements  at  the  Proctor  School,  and  some 
repair  of  the  Proctor  School  driveway.     Also  reflected  is 
the  recent  experience  with  the  inflated  cost  of  regular 
repairs  of  all  kinds. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  in  1971  was  963.  There- 
fore, the  gross  per  pupil  cost,  excluding  any  reimburse- 

ments, based  upon  the  appropriation  of  $61jJ?373  was  $667. 
The  1972  budget  of  $701165,  divided  by  the  projected 
average  enrollment  of  935  pupils  yields  a  gross  per  pupil 
cost  of  $750. 

Note  should  be  taken  that  an  anticipated  increase  in 
state  aid  will  offset  to  a  significant  extent  the  impact 
of  the  budget  increase  upon  the  local  tax  rate.     It  appears 
that  reimbursement  for  elementary  purposes  in  1972  will 
exceed  the  1971   aid  by  more  than  $50,000. 
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The  1971  Budget,  expenditures  for  1 971 5  and  the  1972 
Budget  are  shown  in  detail  below: 

Budget 
1971 Expenditure; 1971 

ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee  $ 
Salary  of  Clerk 
Other  Expense 

Superintendent's  Office Salary 
Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other 
Travel -in-state 
Travel -out -of -state 

INSTRUCTION 
Supervision 
Audio -Visual  Consult. 
Rinehart  Handwriting 

Principals 
^■Salaries 
■K-Salaries ,  secretarial 
Supplies 
Other  Expense 

Teaching 
*Salaries -Regular 
#  -Specialists 

-Substitutes 
-Special  Tutors 
-Teacher  Coaches 

applies  &  Materials 
General 
Consumable  Instructional 
Materials 

Physical  Education 
Music 
Remedial  Reading 
Perceptually-handicapped 
Workshop  &  Conf.  Expense 
Reading  Supr. -Travel 
Summer  School-Salaries 
Summer  School-Supplies 

Textbook  Program 
Basic  &  Supplemental 
Remedial  Reading 
Music 

Library  Services 
Librarian 
Supplies  &  Materials 
Other-Librarian  Travel 

Audio-Visual  Program 
Supplies  &  Materials 

Budget 
1972 

300 

171  .93 

300 

lj.00 ftfl.l»2 

1+55 

11213 1 1  526.21+ 

12337 

7379 
7318.01. 

7886 

835 

1015.30 

835 

200 196.87 
200 

387 
355.66 

387 

ve
 

1 1+5.17 176 
20«90 21277.63 22576 

300 

1100 

28768 8071 

725 

900 
39lj.Ok6 21+992 

6600 

5788 1+000 
1+00 200 
150 
150 

3280 
80 

1250 
100 

3900 
100 
155 

5908 
325 80 

600 

180.00 
1010.00 

28607.75 

781+1  .66 
863.77 

657.15 

383039. 81+ 237^.55 

11730.00 
135.00 

5369.62 

3365.23 
I+0I+.06 
225.00 161+.37 

207.09 

321+1 .22 123.90 
1275.00 23.23 

14-896. 76 
59.31+ 

330.63 105.20 
601+.1+2 

600 

1100 

30712 

8687 

750 900 1+17881 3081+1 

7920 1+00 
630 

5956 

1+00 
280 

175 
l&S 

3000 

330 

1580 
100 601+2 
125 
155 

61 10 
325 

110 
1635 
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Guidance  Services  $ 
Supplies  &  Materials 

921+ 
1  51  9.25 

92/| 

Psychological  Services a  r1  r\r\ 
1  500 1 1 14-0. 00 

1  5^u 
Salary  -  Tester 

Educational  Television 
Supplies  &  Materials 

6Zi7.  25 

64-5 

[}.95926 4.07055.03 

 Hoi.  PlT 0 

534.54.3 
OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 

Attendance 
1  0 ^-School  Adjustment  Coun. 

7068 

7001  .ij.9 
71+45 

Other  Expense -SAC  Travel 

50 

55.20 

65 

Health  Services 
Salary  -  Nurse 7o1 3 7523.03 

7o26 
Salary  -  Physician 

voo 

yuu . OU 

950 

Supplies  &  Materials 75 
y-5  •  9q. 

75 
Other  -  Nurse  Travel a  r\c\ 

1  UU 
07.70 

-1  A  (~\ 1  1  U 
Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 
■^Regular 1  7o1  4. 50 26590 

Special  Classes 2520 21I4.O.OO 

3060 

Educational  Trips 1  lj.00 1 576.27 
a  Q.Lr\ 
1  06O Vocational 

300 

1 1 9. 25 

300 

Pood  Services 
Salary  -  Cafeteria  Mgr. 

4.1 60 

60.00 
k270 

-^Salary  -  Lunchroom 
9090 8^02.00 o96o 

OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE  OP PLANT 
Operation  of  Plant 
^-Custodial  Services 

329o2 34-065.22 35307 Supplies  &  Materials 
31 00 

34-33.1 7 
31 00 

Heating  -  Buildings Oil 

7500 

1 01 33.76 

7500 

Gas  -  Proctor 1  O5O 1  4-/±2. 03 
1  A  r'r\ 
1  O50 

Utility  Services 
Light  and  Power P.  r'ftrv 

O50O 
OOVO . 91 

05OO Water 

590 
550.80 

590 

Telephones  -  Schools 1  278 1 263.1 3 1350 
-  Adminis. 

0  rJrJ 

255 

252.93 

255 

Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 
Care  of  Grounds 

3700 

2927.50 

3700 

Waste  Removal 1 1  00 1 062. 00 
1  2if0 

Other  (repair-equipment) 

50 

2q..  75 

50 

riaimeiidiice  oii5ui±Qxngs 
Repair  and  Upkeep 
Specific 32q_5 

3552.50 

•  7555 

Erne rgency 
1700 

5ii5. 00 1700 Maintenance  of  Equipment 
800 Schools  -  Specific 

K)[|.1  .13 800 

-  Emergency 

125 

125 

Administrative  Office 

£8 

60.16 66913 
$  681^53.79  $ 

73^0 

88 



COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
Civic  Activities  $  $  $ 
Reimbursable  Janitor 
Salaries  2200        1 551-28  2200 

Summer  Playground 
Salaries  900  850.00  900 
Suoolies  &  Materials  1 00  93.89  1 00 

3200        214.95- 1 7  3200 

ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 
Schools  1+00  165.10  1;00 
Library  (nevj/add)  982        1621;.29  982 
Replacement  of  Equipment        1 00  1 00-U5  1 00 

njBl       1889.  Bk  iW 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 
Tuition  -  Elementary              2630  1661;. 00  2630 
Tuition  -  Vocational              1 14.3O  920.00  1200 
Tuition  -  Adult  Education      1  75  1 30 . 50  1 75 

"Tf235  2711;. 50  f005 

GRAND  TOTALS  $  61j.2373  $63381 2.11;      $  701165 

*$81|1|.0 . 91;  has  been  withheld  from  the  1971  Budget  in 
connection  with  the  probable  retroactive  salary  and 
bus    payments  due  to  the  wage  freeze,  covering  the 
period  from  September  1   through  November  li;. 

Collective  Bargaining 

Chapter  763  of  the  Acts  of  1965  conferred  upon  public 
employees  the  right  of  collective  bargaining.     The  sixth 
year  of  collective  bargaining  found  the  school  committee 
meeting  semi-monthly  with  representatives  of  the  Topsfield 
Teachers'  Association,  an  affiliate  of  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers'  Association.     It  should  be  noted  that  for  the 
first  time  a  field  representative  of  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers'   Association  has  served  as  the  bargaining  agent for  the  local  association. 

The  bargaining  proposals  set  forth  by  the  Topsfield 
School  Committee  called  for  three  semester  hours  of  re- 

quired graduate  study  every  two  years,  a  clarification  of 
approved  courses  for  salary  schedule  credit,  a  revision 
of  the  maternity  leave  policy,  and  a  two-year  contract. 

The  bargaining  proposals  of  the  Topsfield  Teachers' Association  asked  for  codification  of  teacher  evaluation 
procedures,   99.99^  town  payment  of  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 
coverage  as  compared  with  the  present  50/b'  level,  the institution  of  a  sabbatical  leave  policy,   the  establishment 
of  stipulated  procedures  governing  summer  employment,  the 
allowance  of  two  personal  days  of  leave  without  giving 
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cause  as  opposed  to  one  such  day  at  present,  an  unlimited 
accumulation  of  sick  leave,  an  increase  in  differential 
over  salary  schedule  for  the  School  Adjustment  Counselor, 
the  provision  of  released  time  for  all  teacher  workshops, 
1 00%  reimbursement  for  graduate  courses  as  compared  with 
the  present  ̂ 0%  level,  the  stipulation  that  teachers  not 
be  required  to  keep  an  attendance  register,  the  provision 
of  a  daily  preparation  period  of  \\$  minutes  within  the 
school  day,  and  a  new  salary  schedule  which  would  call 
for  bringing  about  an  increase  in  average  salary  of 
approximately  30%. 

At  the  time  of  submittal  of  this  report,  no  agreement 
had  been  reached. 

School  Facilities 

In  view  of  an  enrollment  some  forty  pupils  below  the 
previous  year's  level  and  indications  of  a  relatively 
stable  or  slowly-declining  elementary  school  population 
in  the  years  immediately  ahead,  it  now  appears  that  the 
two  school  plants  can  adequately  provide  sufficient  class- 

room space  for  the  near  future.     In  spite  of  this  short- 
range  prediction  of  adequacy  of  classroom  space,  the 
committee  urges  that  a  site  for  a  third  elementary  school 
be  secured.     It  appears  highly  probable  that  a  third 
school  will  eventually  become  a  necessity.     It  would  seem 
that  more  and  better  sites  at  a  lower  cost  are  available 
now  than  is  likely  to  be  the  case  a  few  years  hence. 

Continuing  maintenance  has  been  carried  on  during  the 
year.     A  considerable  amount  of  interior  painting  was 
done  at  the  Proctor  School.     The  Woodbury  Auditorium 
roof  was  recovered.     However,  a  cautionary  note  must  be 
made  to  the  effect  that  the  building  will  require  greater 
expenditure  for  maintenance  and  for  improvement.  The 
Proctor  School  is  nearly  forty  years  old  and  is  in  need 
of  considerable  work  to  restore  it  to  first  class 
condition.     Necessary  work  in  the  years  ahead  will  in- 

clude considerable  painting,  the  replacement  of  many 
plumbing  fixtures,  the  replacement  of  some  ceilings,  the 
replacement  of  some  lighting  fixtures,  and  several  other 
projects.       Provision  for  some  of  this  work  was  originally 
included  in  the  1972  Budget.     However,  the  pressure  to 
keep  the  budget  increase  down  to  a  reasonable  level 
resulted  in  the  deletion  of  some  of  these  projects.  It 
should  further  be  noted  that  the  Proctor  School  lacks 
storage  space,   small  room  space,  and  is  limited  by  the 
multi-use  nature  of  the  Woodbury  Auditorium.  Consider- 

ation must  also  be  given  to  keeping  the  Steward  School 
in  first  class  condition.     The  original  section  is  now 
nine  years  old  and  has  received  virtually  no  maintenance 
to  date  other  than  the  painting  of  the  outside  trim. 
Deferred  maintenance  is  expensive  maintenance  in  the  long 
run,  both  in  terms  of  the  dollar  cost  and  in  terms  of 
the  negative  effect  on  the  attitude  of  oupils,  parents, 
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and  staff. 

Community  Activities 

The  two  school  plants  serve  many  community  and  civic 
purposes.     The  Boy  Scouts,  the  Girl  Scouts,  the  Topsfield 
Athletic  Association,  the  Topsfield  Rifle  Club,  and  the 
Men's  Volleyball  Group  make  regular  use  of  the  school 
facilities  as  do  the  Pair  Town  Squares  and  St.  Rose's 
Church  School.     There  are  also  other  occasional  uses  by 
a  variety  of  groups.     The  ball  diamonds  are  used  by  the 
Masconomet  Junior  Varsity,  Little  League,  and  the  Town 
Team.     The  Masconomet  Junior  Varsity  Basketball  team 
practices  in  the  Woodbury  Auditorium.     The  school-sponsor- 

ed summer  playground  program  is  held  at  the  Proctor 
School . 

The  School  Committee's  policy  is  to  make  the  school 
facilities  available  for  a  community  need  which  does  not 
interfere  with  the  instructional  or  maintenance  program. 
A  copy  of  the  committee  policy  governing  such  community 
use  is  available  to  interested  persons.     Copies  of  the 
policy  and  applications  for  use  of  the  buildings  are 
available  in  each  principal's  office. 

Payment  to  custodians,  required  to  work  overtime  in 
connection  with  these  community  uses  of  the  buildings,  is 
made  from  a  specific  account.     Expenditures  will  approxi- 

mate $1600  while  receipts  for  the  year  will  approach  $95>1  • 
In  addition,  there  are  indirect  costs  for  heat,  utilities, 
and  maintenance,  which  costs  are  significant  although 
not  as  readily  evident. 

Curriculum  and  Instruction 

Major  curriculum  work  during  1971   dealt  with  the  areas 
of  social  studies  and  science.   The  social  studies 
curriculum  for  grades  five  and  six  was  revised,  thus 
completing  a  revision  task  partially  accomplished  during 
the  preceding  year.     The  major  focus  remains  on  an  inten- 

sive study  of  the  United  States  at  the  fifth  grade  level 
and  of  Canada  and  Latin  America  at  the  sixth  grade  level. 
The  present  basal  texts  will  remain  in  use.     However,  the 
emphasis  will  shift  to  a  greater  reliance  on  supplementary 
books  and  materials,  to  a  greater  concern  with  the 
acquisition  of  basic  learning  skills,  which  will  enable 
the  student  to  find,  understand,   and  use  information  in 
the  social  studies  field,  and  to  a  greater  use  of  differ- 

entiated activities.     Supplemental  materials  have  been 
made  available  and  many  specific  recommendations  regarding 
varied  activities  and  approaches  have  been  advanced. 

One  area  that  has  been  given  much  greater  stress  is  that 
dealing  with  minority  groups.     It  is  hoped  that  the  stud- 

ents will  develop  an  appreciation  of  the  diversity  of  our 91 



population,  an  attitude  that  the  pluralistic  nature  of  our 
American  Society  should  be  accepted,  encouraged,  and 
valued,  and  an  attitude  that  each  individual  must  be  will- 

ing to  face  up  to  unsolved  social  problems. 

The  health  program  was  given  its  first  written  structure 
in  1970  with  the  development  of  substantial  units  dealing 
with  nutrition  and  social  and  emotional  growth  at  fourth 
grade  level,  the  human  body  at  the  fifth  grade  level, 
community  health  and  sociological  problems  at  the  sixth 
grade  level.     The  initial  implementation  of  the  fifth 
grade  unit,  including  as  it  did  for  the  first  time  the 
sensitive  topic  of  human  reproduction,  was  apparently 
well-received  both  by  students  and  parents.     Also  the 
structured  treatment  at  the  sixth  grade  level  of  the 
drug  topic,  another  sensitive  issue,  seemed  to  meet  a 
timely  need  for  the  students. 

Further  development  of  the  health  curriculum  guide  has 
resulted  in  these  new  units: 

Kindergarten        Personal  Safety 
Sensory  Perception 

Grade  One  Personal  Safety 
Nutrition 

Grade  Two  Social  and  Emotional  Development 
Cleanliness  and  Appearance 

Grade  Three  Dental  Health 
Safety,  First  Aid  and  Emergency 

Procedures 

In  addition  there  was  some  reorganization  among  the 
five  units  at  the  intermediate  grade  level.     It  should  be 
noted  that  new  emphasis  is  being  given  to  the  social  and 
emotional  development  of  the  child  -  a  greater  concern 
that  he  have  a  sharper  sense  of  self -awareness  and  that 
he  develop  a  more  positive  self-image. 

The  foregoing  curriculum  work  does  point  out  a  major 
problem  facing  every  school  system.     Essentially  the  work 
in  social  studies  and  science  calls  for  the  inclusion  of 
more  topics  or  for  greater  emphasis  of  a  given  topic. 
Not  only  is  this  true  in  1971  but  it  has  been  true  of 
the  curriculum  work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  most 
preceding  years.     The  end  result  is  a  continuing  enlarge- 

ment of  the  curriculum  by  accretion.    Yet  the  instruction- 
al time  available  remains  constant.     The  resulting 

dilemma  calls  for  a  reordering  of  priorities  and  a 
revaluation  of  the  entire  curriculum. 
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The  one  significant  increase  in  instructional  service 
this  year  occurred  in  the  area  of  the  perceptually -handi- 

capped pupil.     For  the  first  three  years  of  the  program, 
the  services  of  the  instructor  of  perceptually-handicapped 
pupils  were  shared  with  Boxford.     Starting  in  the  current 
school  year,  this  instructor  now  works  in  Topsfield  on  a 
full-time  basis.     In  addition,  under  a  Title  One  project, 
she  now  has  available  the  part-time  services  of  a  trained 
aide.     It  is  clear  that  better  service  is  being  given  to 
perceptually-handicapped  pupils  this  year. 

Conversely,   an  adjustment  class  for  pupils  with  social 
and  emotional  adjustment  problems  was  discontinued  at  the 
end  of  the  1970-1971    school  year  in  view  of  the  diminution 
of  apparent  need.     This  adjustment  class  was  fully  funded 
under  a  Title  VI  grant  and  included  pupils  from  Boxford, 
Middle ton  and  Topsfield.     In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
membership  of  the  class  was  greatly  reduced  by  promotion 
to  Masconomet,   transfer  to  a  regular  classroom  situation, 
and  transfer  out  of  the  district,  it  was  decided  that  the 
caseload  did  not  warrant  continuance  of  the  class.  How- 

ever, it  should  be  noted  that  this  project  was  a  valuable 
and  successful  venture  and  it  may  well  become  desirable 
or  necessary  to  establish  the  class  again  in  the  near 
future . 

Following  many  years  of  administering  an  achievement 
test  battery  to  all  pupils  in  Grades  1    -  6  in  the  spring, 
a  decision  was  made  in  1971   to  shift  to  a  plan  of  testing 
only  certain  grades  in  the  fall  of  each  year,  as  well  as 
changing  from  the  previously -used  Science  Research 
Associates  test  materials  to  those  of  the  California  Test 
Bureau..    Generally  the  California  Achievement  test  was 
adopted  because  it  had  been  recently  revised  and  renormed 
and  because  it  could  provide  more  useful  test  data  for 
diagnostic  and  instructional  purposes.     The  move  was  made 
to  fall  testing  to  make  possible  much  greater  instructional 
use  of  information  from  testing,  with  time  available  for 
corrective  measures  to  be  taken  in  the  classroom  during 
the  same  school  year. 

Unfortunately,  the  first  use  of  these  new  tests  with 
the  third  and  sixth  grades  brought  with  it  certain  dis- 

appointments.    Results  became  available  several  weeks 
later  than  expected.     Questions  dealing  with  format  and 
standardization  procedures  have  severely  limited  the 
interpretation  and  reliability  of  results.     However,  it 
is  expected  that  a  second  year's  experience  will  resolve 
the  problems. 

Entering  Age  Policy 

The  established  policy  reads  as  follows : 
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Age  of  Admission  -  Children  entering  Kindergarten  must 
reach  their  fifth  birthday  by  October  31st  of  the  year  in 
which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  fifth  birthday  in  the  three - 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1  through 
January  31 )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school  system. 
The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will  be  final 
and  binding. 

Children  entering  Grade  One  without  previous  successful 
public  school  kindergarten  experience  must  reach  their 
sixth  birthday  by  October  31 st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll . 

Children  who  reach  their  sixth  birthday  in  the  three  - 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1  through 
January  31  )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school 
system.     The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will 
be  final  and  binding. 

Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from  other 
school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions : 

1 )  the  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized  school 
system 

2)  in  every  case,  the  admission  of  underage  children 
shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness  of  the  child 
to  profit  by  the  appropriate  grade  program  of 
the  Topsfield  Public  Schools,  such  fitness  to  be 
determined  by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

3)  all  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary  period 
of  one  term. 

The  above  policy  has  now  been  in  effect  for  two  entering 
classes  of  pupils.     The  objective  of  this  flexible  entering 
age  policy  is  to  admit  some  children  earlier  than  might 
have  been  the  case  in  view  of  their  academic  aptitude  and 
level  of  maturation;  and  conversely,  to  delay  school 
entrance  for  one  year  for  those  children  whose  lack  of 
maturity  or  readiness  for  a  formal  school  program  would 
make  highly  questionable  their  chance  of  success.  Some 
16  pupils  born  in  the  three -month  period  from  November 
1   through  January  31  were  screened  for  admission  to 
kindergarten  this  spring,  according  to  the  procedures 
which  were  established  by  the  administration. 

It  is  felt  that  the  implementation  of  this  policy  has 
been  helpful  in  several  instances  to  parents  and  adminis- 

trators in  making  the  best  determination  possible  of  the 
appropriate  year  of  entrance  of  these  children  to  school. 
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School  Lunch  Program 

Both  at  the  state  level  and  at  the  national  level  the 
thrust  of  the  school  lunch  program  has  been  in  the  direc- 

tion of  full  availability  to  all  and  at  no  cost  to  pupils 
with  a  limited  ability  to  pay.     The  Massachusetts  Legis- 

lature enacted  in  1  970  Chapter  871  ,  which  mandates  that  a 
hot  lunch  program  be  provided  in  all  public  schoo • 3  in 
Massachusetts  by  1973*     This  new  statute  thus  requires 
a  major  and  costly  program  for  the  many  cities  and  towns 
which  do  not  now  have  the  facilities  and  equipment  to 
provide  a  hot  lunch  program.     At  the  national  level,  new 
guidelines  were  issued  relative  to  providing  lunches  at 
no  cost  to  pupils  whose  family  income  fell  below  certain 
published  standards.     Under  the  terms  of  these  guidelines 
some  22  pupils  receive  hot  lunch  daily  at  no  charge.  At 
the  national  level  also,  pressure  and  support  are  devel- 

oping for  a  universal  school  lunch  program,  which  would 
require  the  furnishing  of  hot  lunches  to  all  pupils  at  no 

charge.     The  present  bill  calls  for  80>'  federal  funding, 15$  state  funding,   and  5$  local  funding.     It  may  well 
be  headed  for  enactment  in  the  near  future. 

Locally,   the  battle  against  inflation  has  been  a 
pervasive  element  of  the  lunch  program  in  recent  years. 
An  increase  in  price  from  $.25  to  $.30  in  1970  stemmed 
the  tide  to  some  extent. 

as  the  statement  below  shows,   the  1970-1971  school 
year  showed  a  small  profit.     However,  the  margin  was  very 
thin  and  the  first  three  months  of  operation  in  the 
current  school  year  unfortunately  revenl  a  deficit. 

The  annual  financial  statement  for  the  1970-1971 
school  year  follows : 

Receipts  : 

Expenditures : 

Sales  $  3U.l70.26 
USDA  13lj.56.20 

$  ̂ 926.96 

Food  2i|730.77 
Labor  18391.83 
Equipment  72.55 
Other  1 537.10 

$  khl 32.25 
Net  Total  Profit  $  19i|.70 

Health  Services 

The  continuing  school  health  program  is  an  essential 
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part  of  the  school  program.     The  many  facets  of  the  health 
program  are  carried  on  efficiently  by  Miss  Ruth  Barnard 
School  Nurse  and  by  Dr.  Clarence  Thornton,  School  Physician, 
Included  in  the  school  health  services  were: 

Physical  Examinations  96  pupils,  2  referrals 

Audiometer  Tests  All  pupils,  6  referrals 

Vision  Tests  All  pupils,  36  referrals 

Tuberculosis  Tine  Tests  121  pupils,  25  staff 

Rubella  Vaccine  294  pupils 

Influenza  Vaccine  1|5  staff 

In  addition,  the  height  and  weight  of  each  pupil  is 
recorded  annually.     Care  is  given  ill  and  injured  pupils 
until  their  parents  can  assume  the  responsibility.  Minor 
first  aid  is  administered  directly.     A  "Lazy  Eye  Clinic1' 
was  offered  for  preschool  children  in  the  spring  to  screen 
children  for  that  problem  prior  to  school  entrance.  Re- 

ferrals were  necessary  for  four  children  out  of  102  tested. 

Regionalization 

The  issue  of  eventual  three -town,  K-1 2  regionalization 
has  continued  to  receive  consideration  and  study.  The 
Regionalization  Planning  Committee  has  proceeded  with  its 
task  of  preparing  a  model  amendment  to  the  Masconomet 
Regional  Agreement,  which  would  expand  that  agreement  to 
include  responsibility  for  all  grades,  K-1 2.  This 
committee  is  comprised  of  one  member  from  each  of  the 
four  school  committees  and  one  finance  committee  member 
from  each  town.     Topsfield  Finance  Committee  Member 
Kenneth  Castner  chairs  this  committee.     One  outgrowth  of 
this  committee's  work  was  a  decision  by  the  Masconomet 
School  Committee  to  place  before  the  voters  of  the  three 
towns  the  so-called  veto  issue,  by  recommending  an  amend- 

ment to  the  present  regional  agreement.     The  proposed 
amendment  called  for  bond  issues  to  be  approved  in  an 
election  conducted  by  the  regional  school  district 
committee.     The  decision  would  be  made  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  voters  of  the  region  taken  as  a  whole,  without  re- 

gard to  the  vote  within  the  individual  town.     The  proposed 
amendment  appeared  as  an  article  for  consideration  at  the  . 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  three  towns.     The  amendment  was 
approved  by  the  Boxford  Town  Meeting;  however,  the  matter 
did  not  come  to  a  vote  in  Middleton  and  Topsfield.  It 
now  appears  that  resolution  of  this  issue  will  await 
eventual  action  on  an  article  to  amend  completely  the 
agreement  to  provide  for  a  K-1 2  regional,  school  district. 

Meanwhile  the  Regionalization  Planning  Committee  has 
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virtually  completed  a  first  draft  of  the  model  amendment 
to  the  present  regional  agreement.     It  is  expected  that 
this  will  be  presented  quite  soon  to  the  four  school 
committees  for  their  consideration. 

Continuing  impetus  to  school  district  reorganization 
persists  at  the  state  level.     A  Massachusetts  Advisory 
Council  on  Education  study  of  school  district  organization 
in  Massachusetts  was  completed  in  February,   1971.  The 
study  did  find  evidence  that  fragmented  school  systems, 
such  as  kindergarten  through  the  sixth  grade,  do  spend 
more  money  per  pupil  and  a  smaller  portion  of  that  money 
on  instruction  than  do  kindergarten  through  grade  twelve 
systems.     It  should  be  noted  that  these  findings  were 
based  on  systems  with  a  smaller  enrollment  than  the  local 
enrollment.     The  study  did  recommend  that  a  commission  be 
established  to  develop  a  master  plan  for  school  district 
organization  which  would  include  all  of  Massachusetts  and 
which  should  be  tested,  revised,  and  then  implemented 
within  a  period  of  five  years.     The  Governor  recently 
appointed  such  a  25>-member  commission  and  $200,000  was 
made  available  to  the  commission  to  carry  out  the  above 
recommendation. 

Trends  in  School  Control 

In  its  last  report,  the  School  Committee  commented  on 
the  erosion  of  the  discretionary  authority  of  school 
committees  and  the  diminution  of  local  autonomy.  Develop- 

ments of  1971   continued  and  deepened  this  trend. 

Previously  discussed  under  Regionalization  was  a  MACE 
study  report  on  school  district  organization  which  has 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  commission  to  develop 
a  master  plan  for  school  district  organization  for 
implementation  within  a  five-year  period. 

A  second  MACE  study  completed  in  1971   was  A  System 
Approach  for  Massachusetts  Schools.     This  study  was  aimed 
at  the  reduction  of  school  construction  costs.     Its  two 
basic  recommendations  call  for  a  systems  building  approach 
and  the  establishment  of  a  state-wide  public  corporation, 
the  Massachusetts  Construction  Corporation,   to  which  would 
be  transferred  from  the  municipalities  primary  responsi- 

bility for  school  construction.     Legislation  has  been 
filed  with  the  1972  Legislature  to  make  possible  the 
implementation  of  the  study's  recommendations. 

Adopted  by  the  Massachusetts'   Board  of  Education 
during  1971   were  three  statements,  all  with  major  impact 
for  local  school  districts.     These  included  a  position 
paper  stating  priorities  for  1971,  a  statement  of  edu- 

cational goals  for  Massachusetts,   and  a  compilation  of 
minimum  curriculum  standards.     The  position  paper  estab- 

lishes a  results  approach  to  education,  akin  to  the 
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accountability  procedures  as  prevalent  in  federal  program 
guidelines  or  to  the  basic  approach  of  performance 
contracting.     The  published  statement  of  goals,  to  which 
the  committee  has  suscribed,  has  been  followed  by  a 
directive  that  there  must  be  local  plans  developed  for 
a  specific  initial  plan  to  achieve  these  goals  in  accord- 

ance with  a  series  of  guidelines  that  are  yet  to  be  issued 

by  the  Department  of  Education.   ' The  minimun  curriculum standards,  while  presented  as  recommended  rather  than 
mandated  standards,   spell  out  in  detail  for  the  first  time 
not  only  minimum  standards  but  in  addition  some  elements 
of  methodology  as  well. 

Two  legislative  measures  enacted  in  1971  will  provide 
greater  state  reimbursement  to  cities  and  towns,  one  in 
connection  with  operating  expenditures  and  the  second 
dealing  with  construction  aid.     Chapter  930  amends  the 
general  school  aid  formula  by  excluding  the  amount  of 
general  aid  received  in  the  current  year  in  computing 

the  total  of  reimbursable  school  expenditures.  This" change  should  result  in  a  significant  increase  in  the 
amount  of  state  aid  in  1972. 

Chapter  1010  will  also  provide  greater  state  aid, 
this  time  for  school  construction.     The  minimum  reimburse- 

ment figure  is  now  $0%  compared  with  the  previous  l\.0% 
minimum.     Topsfield's  rate  for  the  1969  Steward  School 
addition  x>ras  ij.0.li|$.     A  second  change  now  provides  for 
state  reimbursement  for  the  debt  service  charge.  Pre- 

viously reimbursement  was  provided  only  on  the  principal 
payment  and  not  on  the  interest  payment.     Another  section 
of  this  amended  statute  provides  that  the  total  construc- 

tion grant  will  be  at  a  6$%  rate  for  those  towns  and 
cities  designated  as  depressed  areas  or  which  have 
substantial  and  persistent  unemployment  as  defined  by 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor  publications.     At  present  most 
communities  in  the  Commonwealth  are  so  designated. 
Topsfield,  as  of  this  writing,  would  qualify  for  the  6%$ 
reimbursement  rate. 

A  final  legal  note  deals  with  a  decision  of  the 
California  Supreme     Judicial  Court  in  the  case  of  Serrano 
vs.  Priest.     The  Court  appears  to  have  brought  into  full 
question  the  reliance  upon  the  local  property  tax  as  the 
primary  source  of  school  support.     The  basic  premise  of 
the  court  holds  that  the  inequalities  of  wealth  among 
the  various  school  districts  discriminates  against  the 
right  of  a  child  in  a  poorer  community  to  have  equal 
educational  opportunity.     Therefore,  the  level  of  spending 
for  a  child's  education  may  not  be  a  function  of  wealth 
other  than  the  wealth  of  the  state  as  a  whole. 
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The  decision,  of  course,  has  no  jurisdiction  outside 
California  and  is  still  subject  to  appeal  to  the  United 
States  Supremen  Court.     However,   similar  challenges  are 
being  raised  in  many  states,   including  Massachusetts,  and 
basic  changes  in  the  manner  of  financing  public  education 
may  well  be  in  the  offing.     Recent  Texas  and  Minnesota 
cases  followed  a  line  of  reasoning  similar  to  Serrano 
vs.  Priest.     Alternative  possibilities  include  state 
operation  of  the  public  school  system  or  state  collection 
of  taxes  for  education  to  be  redistributed  to  the  cities 
and  towns. 

In  light  of  the  preceding  comments,  it  appears  all 
too  clear  that  the  trend  away  from  local  autonomy  and 
self -direction  was  further  strengthened  in  1971* 

Enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1971 

Grades  Boys 

k  57 
1  53 

Girls Total 

45 

102 

71 

12k 

60 

114 

59 

135 
69 

142 
88 

1  71 

67 

147 

459 
935 

2  54 
3  76 
b  P 
5  83 
6  80 

School  Census  as  of  October  1,  1971 

Boys  Girls 
Number  between    5  and    7  years  of  age          109  1 25 
Number  between    7  and  14  years  of  age          539  472 
Number  between  14  and  16  years  of  age          1  64  1  52 
Number  between  16  and  21   years  of  age          137  125 

No-School  Signal 

No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WBZ, 
WEEI,  WHDH,  WESX,  WMLO ,   and  WHAV  between  7:00  and  7^30  a.m. 
if  there  is  no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regarding 
"No  School"  are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent  for 
the  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  only.     Announcements  for 
the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the 
Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  "Masconomet 
Regional  High  School". 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  a.m.   to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes   (grades  Kindergarten  through  Six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:45  a.m.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 
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During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,  parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgement  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 

The  law  now  requires  vaccination  against  small  pox 
and  immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 
measles,  and  poliomyelitis  as  a  condition  of  school 
attendance.     A  child  may  be  admitted  upon  certification 
by  a  physician  that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be 
endangered  by  such  vaccination  or  immunizations,  or  by 
certification  by  the  parent  that  vaccination  or  immuni- 

zation conflicts  with  his  sincere  religious  beliefs. 
Parents  are  requested  to  attend  to  this  matter  prior  to 
the  spring  registration  for  Kindergarten  and  Grade  One 
if  possible. 

School  Calendar  -  1972 

January 3 (Monday) School  Reopens 
February 

18 
(Friday) Close  for  Winter  Recess  at 

regular  hour February 
28 

(Monday) School  Reopens 
March 

31 

(Friday) Good  Friday  -  No  School 
April 

11+ 

(Friday) Close  for  Spring  Recess  at 
at  regular  hour 

April 

21+ 

(Monday) School  Reopens 
May 29 

(Monday) 
Memorial  Day  -  No  School 

June 
22* 

(Thursday) Close  for  Summer  Recess  at 
noon 

August 

31 

(Thursday) New  Teacher  Orientation 
September 5 ( Tue  s  day ) Teacher  Orientation 
September 6 (Wednesday) School  Opening  -  Regular sessions 
October c (Monday) Columbus  Day  -  No  School 
October 

23 

(Monday) Veteran's  Day  -  No  School 
November 22 (Wednesday) Thanksgiving  Recess  - Dismissal  at  12:1£  p.m. 
November 

27 

(Monday) School  Reopens 
December 22 (Friday) Close  for  Christmas  Recess 

at  regular  time 

•55-It  statutory  requirement  has  been  met 
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TEACHERS  DIRECTORY  -  JANUARY,  1972 

PROCTOR  SCHOOL 

Grade or 

Appoint- 
Name Sub.iect ment College 

F.  Gilbert  Miller Principal 
1960 

Boston  University 
Shirley  A.  Joslyn Kindergarten 1  961 Plymouth  State  Coll. 
Ann  Wi swell Kindergarten 1968 

U.  of  Massachusetts 
Anne  P.  Cowles Grade 1 1  970 Boston  University 
Ma  ry  Ann  Hawke  s Grade 1 

1965 
Gorham  State  Coll. 

Hazel  Pizzano Grade 1 
1  953 

Worcester  State  Coll. 
June  Behrens Grade 2 1  969 Boston  University 
Martina  I.  Evans Grade 2 

1  967 
Salem  State  College 

Annalee  Piatt Grade 2 1969 Boston  State  College 
Eleanor  G.  Becker Grade 3 1966 Simmons  College 
Joyce  Bergsten Grade 3 1970 U.  of  Cincinnati 
Carolyn  Brown Grade 3 

1968 
Gordon  College 

Ann  Bixby Gra  de k 1971 Wellesley  College 
Clare  Campbell Grade k 1951 Salem  State  College 
Gloria  E.  Thurston Grade h 

1961+ Tufts  College 
William  Podradchik Grade 5 1971 Boston  State 
Pauline  Renaud Grade 5 1970 Harvard  University 
Sallie  Wilber Grade 5 1956 Sargent  College 
Pauline  K.  Cunningham Grade 6 

1959 
Northeastern  Univ. 

Joan  V.  Ford Grade 6 1961 Smith  College 
Thomas  F.  Voyer Grade 6 1962 Salem  State  College 

STEWARD  SCHOOL 

Earl  H.  Peabody Principal 
1968 Washington  State  Coll. 

Martha  Gorman Kindergarten 1966 Colby  College 
Barbara  Smith Kindergarten 1968 

Univ.  of  Michigan 
Melinda  Johnson Grade 1 

1969 
Boston  University 

Dorothy  Riley Gra  de 1 1958 Rhode  Island  College 
Janet  B.  Svenson Grade 1 1  961 Lesley  College 
Elaine  Badoian Gr>ade 2 1971 Western  Michigan  Univ. 
Susan  L.  Martin Grade 2 

1965 
Lesley  College 

Ruth  A.  Toomey Grade 2 1960 Salem  State  College 
Lillian  Estes Grade 3 1971 Bridgewater  State  Coll. 
Barbara  Gray Grade 3 1969 Radcliffe  College 
Mary  E.  Preston Grade 3 

1961; 
Bridgewater  State  Coll. 

Lillian  Halen Grade k 1971 Washburn  University 
Deborah  Levinson Grade h 1971 Gordon  College 
June  C.  Rendle Grade k 

1964 
Salem  State  College 

Judith  Woodman Grade 5 1970 Salem  State  College 
Janet  Rider Grade 5 1969 

Bridgewater  State  Coll. 
Helen  L.  Webster Grade 5 

1957 
Salem  State  College 

Sidney  S.  Berlin Grade 6 1969 Castleton  Teachers  Coll. 
Kathryn  Eaton Grade 6 1969 Wesleyan  College 
Alfred  B.  Jones Grade 6 

1  960 
Northeastern  Univ. 
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SPECIALISTS 

Mary  S.  Schade 
Alice  F.  Boffetti 
Theodore  Michell 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 
Jill  MacDonald 
Mary  Phillips 
Lois  Crane 
Elizabeth  Weston 
Ruth  Barnard 
Calista  Greenough 
Ruth  M.  Bell 
Kathyrn  Stearns 
Elizabeth  Salt 

Art  196?  Wheelock  College 
Music  1 96k  N.E.  Conservatory 
Instr. Music  1968  Boston  Conservatory 
Phy.Educ.  1967  Boston  University 
Phy.Educ.  1969  Iowa  State  Univ. 
Reading  1  %0  Castleton  College 
SAC  1962  Boston  University 
Speech  1970  San  Diego  State 
School  Nurse 1 947  Beverly  Hospital 
Librarian  1969  Northeastern  Univ. 
Cafe  Suor.  1959  Framingham  State 
PH  Tutor  1968  Kansas  City  Jr.  Coll 
Adjustment  1961].  Antioch  College 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 

December  31,  1971 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE 
Stock  in  Trade  $461,950.00 
Machinery  52,200.00 
All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  644,257.51 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $1,158,407.51 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 
Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  4,456,800.00 
Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  21,912,719.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  26,369,519.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED  ESTATE 
TAX  RATE  PER  $1,000.  =  $66.00  $27,527,926.51 

TAXES  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY,  AND  CITY  OR  TOWN  PURPOSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAY 
On  Personal  Estate  76,454.90 
On  Real  Estate  1,740,388.25 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  1,816,843.15 

NUMBER  OF  LIVE  STOCK  ASSESSED 
Horses  (1  year  old  or  over)  74 
Pony  44 
Neat  Cattle:     (1  year  old  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)  194 
Bulls,  10  Yearlings:  heifers,  82  92 
Goats  6 

Sheep  (-6  months  old  or  over)  21 Mink  200 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  5904.57 
NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED*  1352 

*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard to  the  number  of  families  housed. 

1971  Cars  registered   3743 
Commissioner's  Value  $3,448,115.00 
Excise  Tax   176,282.51 

JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 
ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 
CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRI DGE 

Board  of  Assessors 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  -  January  1,  1971  $327,797.69 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Valuation  Basis  32,841.40 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  430,759.49 

School  Building  Assist. -Construction  33,468.53 
Title  I  -  8910  6,315.00 
Title  II  1,606.88 
Transportation  5,144.99 
Chapter  74-10  176.00 
Federal  Aid  #874  5,415.00 
School  Lunch  Reimbursement  15,123.96 
Immunization  Assistance  Program  215.00 
State  §  Federal  Aid  -  Regional  School  71,883.84 
Chapter  69-71  6,686.00 
Education  Handicapped  5,842.05 

Library  Aid  837.75 
Corporation  Tax  27.64 
Loss  of  Taxes  9,228.80 
Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 
Highway  -  Chapter  90  2,056.44 
Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,741.63 
National  Defense  Education  III  519.67 
Veterans'  Benefits  4,457.95 
Disabled  Veterans'  Refunds  396.00 

Collector  of  Taxes : 
Adjusted  Tax  112.20 
Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,948,342.31 
Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  3,102.46 
Filing  Liens  780.00 
Water  Rates  67,577.74 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees  5,277.33 

County  of  Essex: 
Ipswich  Street  1,028.23 
Dog  Fund  Reimbursement  186.91 
Court  Fines  955.00 

Cemetery  Department: 
Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations  4,399.00 
Special  Gift   689.16  2,682,394.36 

Carried  Forward  $3,010,192.05 
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Brought  Forward $3,010,192.05 

Library: 
Book  Fines  1,415.05 
Non-Residents  175.00 
School  Reimbursement  240.00 

Schools : 
Cafeteria  31,042.78 
Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent  904.09 
Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions  1,042.50 
Book  fines  -  personal  calls  65.18 

County  Retirement  14,000.23 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes  108,591.32 
State  Withholding  Taxes  27,840.20 

Building  Fees  1,145.00 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  13,020.57 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  O.M.E.  736.40 
Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  923.90 
By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists  178.75 
Dog  Licenses  2,043.40 
Disposal  Installers  Permits  260.00 
Gas  Permits  403.00 

Workmen's  Compensation  Refund  260.00 Firearms  I.  D.  Cards  54.00 
I.  D.  Cards  4.00 
BTW  Licenses  -  Food  §  Milk  Permits  575.50 
Miscellaneous  Licenses  57.00 
Percolation  Tests  675.00 
Pistol  Permits  110.00 
Plumbing  Permits  601.50 
Reimbursements : 

3M  Copies  337.50 
BTW  District  Telephone  Refund  142.72 
Zoning  Board  Requirement  91.57 
Plowing  State  Roads  175.50 
Overpayments  116.13 
Planning  Board  Requirement  44.50 
Equipment  Hire  404.00 
Public  Safety  (Police  Radar)  2,505.00 
School  -  account  of  freeze  (check  re-issued)    2,079.50       212,260. 79 

Carried  Forward  $3,222,452.84 
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Brought  Forward $3,222,452.84 

General  Account  Interest  1,208.67 
Tree  Planning  401.50 
Short  Term  Notes  1,000,000.00 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,410.00 
Sale  of  Bond  9,578.06 
Trust  Funds  7,343.46 
Wire  Inspection  Fees  1,475.00 
Wenham  -  Use  of  Sanitary  Land  Fill  20,000.00 
Dept.  Natural  Resources  (Cons.  Comm.  LandFill)  23,000.00 
Arl.  Trust,  San.  Land  Fill  85,500.00 

(Note  renewal  in  lieu  of  Bond) 
1,152,446.69 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 
4,374,899.53 

DISBURSEMENTS 

January Warrant  1-5  Inc. $201,153.35 February 6-9 151,015.86 
March 10-13 388,407.71 
April 14-18 138,652.02 
May 

19-22 368,201.38 
June 23-26 152,743.95 July 27-31 232,439.88 
August 32-35 164,766.42 
September 36-39 362,450.51 
October 40-44 184,573.86 November 45-48 1,415,117.29 December 49-54 225,123.85 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash  Balance  - •  December  31,  1971 

3,984,646.08 

$  390,253.45 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1971 

TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 

Current  Year: 

Personal  75,478.10 
Real  Estate  1,679,355.21  1,754,833.31 

Previous  Year: 

Personal  46 . 40 
Real  Estate  15,928.84  15,975.24 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1966  19.60 
Year  1969  148.24 
Year  1970  33,887.79 
Year  1971  144,091.90  178,147.53 

From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Corporation  and  Meals  Tax  27.64 
State  Tax,  Valuation  Basis  32,841.40  32,869.04 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits  565.00 
Victuallers  30.00 
Storage  Milk,  etc.  8.50 
Class  I  and  II  25.00 
Sunday  Licenses  4.00 
Pistol  Permits  110.00   742.50 

Carried  Forward  1,982,567.62 
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Brought  Forward  1,982.567.62 

Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government  and  State: 
Federal  School  Aid  -  P.L.  874  5,415.00 
School  -  Title  I  -  89-10  6,235.00 
School  -  National  Defense  -  P.L.  864  519.67 
School  ESEA  II  1,606.88 
School  ESEA  VI  4,210.00 
School  Aid  -  Chapter. 70  430,759.49 
School  Building  Assistance  33,468.53 
Spec.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-71  13,889.38 
School  Transportation  5,272.99 
Misc.  School  Assistance  1,680.05 
Federal  §  State  Aid-Reg.  School  64,680.46 
State  Aid  to  Library  837.75 
Veterans'  Tax  Abatement  Reimb.  396.00 
Veterans'  Benefits  4,457.95 Communicable  Disease  Refund  215.00 
Bradley  Palmer  State  Forest  9,228.80 
Conservation  23,000.00 
Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance  13,200.00 
Highway  Chap.  90  Construction  2,056.44 
Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,741.63  624,871.02 

From  County: 
Court  Fines  955.00 
Highway  Chap.  90  Maintenance  1,028.23 
Reimbursement  -  Dog  Fund  183.91 
Reimb.  -  Dog  Appraisal  Travel  3.00  2,170.14 

General  Government 

Collector  -  Tax  Liens 780.00 
Installers'  Permits 260.00 
Percolation  Tests 675.00 
Building  Permits 1,145.00 Gas  Permits 403.00 
Plumbing  Permits 601.50 
Wiring  Permits 

1,475.00 Sale  of  Res.  Lists,  Maps,  By-Laws 178.75 
I.D.  Cards 4.00 
Police  Dept.  -  Accident  Reports 337.50 
Police  Dept.  -  Gun  Registration 54.00 
Zoning  Board 80.00 
Planning  Board 44.50 
Tree  Planning  Committee 401.50 
BTW  Health  District  Phone  Refund 154.29 
State  -  Snow  Plowing  Reimbursement 175.50 
State  -  Radar  -  Public  Safety  Program 2,505.00 Town  of  Wenham  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill 20,000.00 29,274.54 

Carried  Forward  2,638,883.32 
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Brought  Forward 2,638,883.32 

Water  Rates 
Water  Connections 
Water  Construction  Fees 

Water  Dept. 

67,577.74 
3,882.33 1,395.00  72,855.07 

School 

School  Lunch  Receipts  31,042.78 
School  Lunch  Reimb.  -  State  15,123.96 
School  Tuition  1,042.50 
School  Auditorium  Rental  904.09 
Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Phone  Reimb.  65.18 
Town  of  Amherst  -  Title  III  Model  Prog.  80.00  48,2-58.51 

Fines 
Non- Resident  Fees 
School  Reimbursement 

Library 

1,415.05 175.00 
240.00  1,830.05 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  591.00 
Reimbursement  -  Burials  1,770.00 
Bequests  and  Endowments  1,529.00 
Foundations  250.00 
Lot  Changes  §  Reburials  259.00 
Special  Gifts  689.16  5,088.16 

Interest  on  Deferred  Taxes  2,515.49 

Unclassified 

County  Retirement  Board  14,000.23 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  108,591.32 
State  Withholding  Tax  27,840.20 
Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins.  14,415.91 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,140.00 
Dog  Licenses  for  County  2,043.40 
Refunds,  Duplicate  Payments,  Voided  Cks.  2,572.83 
Insurance  Indemnity  Refund  260.00 
Tax  Adjustment  112.20 
General  Account  Interest  1,208.67 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Refund  264.96  175,449.72 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward 2,944,880.32 

Trust  Funds 

General  Library  Fund  515.80 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  194.00 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  435.00 
Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  35.45 
George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  62.75 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  1,419.72 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  388.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  12,812.28 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Fund  171.10 
George  Gould  Park  Fund  177.42 
Monument  Fund  200.00  16,411.52 

Cemetery  Account  510.00 

Loans 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation 

of  Revenue  "  1,000,000.00 Short  Term  Note  in  Lieu  of  Bond  Issue  85,300.00 

Total  Receipts  4,047.101.84 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1971  327,797.69 

TOTAL  4,374,899.53 



GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

PAYMENTS 
Town.  Officers'  Salaries 

December  31,  1971 

Moderator 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Accountant 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Planning  Board  -  Clerk  and  Chairman 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Total  Town  Officers '  Salaries 

Carried  Forward 

$  30.00 30.00 

1,500.00 
1,500.00 

700.00 
700.00 

4,000.00 4,000.00 

3,500.00 
3,500.00 

3,150.00 
3,150.00 

50.00 
50.00 

1,100.00 
1,100.00 

600.00 
600.00 

$  30.00 

1,500.00 

700.00 

4,000.00 

3,500.00 

3,150.00 

50.00 

1,100.00 

600.00 

$14,630.00 

$14,630.00 
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Brought  Forward 
$14,630.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Town  Hall  Clerks 
Office  Supplies  §  Equipment 

Selectmen: 
Printing,  postage  and  books 
Association  Dues 

$15,989.59 813.78  $16,803.37 

236.65 
84.00 320.65 

Accountant : 
Supplies  and  Postage  70.10 
Association  Dues  5.00  75.10 

Treasurer : 
Printing,  postage,  stationery  1,087.07 

Vault  Rental      '  13.00 Surety  Bond  150.00 
Association  Dues  5.00 
Filing  Fees  45.00 
New  Equipment  700.00  2,000.07 

Town  Collector: 
Printing,  postage  and  supplies  829.23 

Surety  Bond  *  349.00 Association  Dues  5.00 
Travel  Expense  7.50 
Miscellaneous  48.75  1,239.48 

Assessors : 
Printing,  postage  and  supplies  537.85 
Attending  meetings  and  mileage  334.00 
Association  Dues  30.00 
Abstracting  Deeds  121.16 
Consultants'  Fees  32.00 1,055.01 

Finance  Committee: 
Clerical 
Books 
Association  Dues 

Zoning  Board: 
Advertising 
Miscellaneous  Expense 

Town  Counsel: 
Legal  Fees 
Constable  Bond 
Witness  Fees 

145.50 
10.00 
35.00 

91.01 
3.48 

1,850.00 10.00 
172.40 

190.50 

94.49 

5,032.40 

Carried  Forward $26,811.07  $14,630.00 
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Brought  Forward $26,811.07  $14,630.00 

Town  Clerk: 
Recording  Fees  $  86.00 
Printing,  Postage,  etc.  198.03 
Dues  §  Meeting  Expenses  30.05 
Surety  Bond  10.00  324.08 

Total  Officers '  Expenses 

Appropriated  26,523.00 
Check  Refund  7.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  605.15 
Expended  27,135.15 

Elections : 
Town  Constable  50.00 
Registrars  400.00 
Election  Officers  252.50 
Printing,  Postage,  etc.  541.64 
Warrants  §  Ballots  440.59 
Elec.  Preparation  §  Clean  up  246.88 
Food  $  Supplies  14.50 
Clerical  118.88 

Census  Listing: 
Appropriated  450.00 
Expended  439.60 
Transferred  to  Revenue  10.60 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk: 

Appropriated  200.00 
Expended  200.00 

Town  Hall  Furnishings: 
Balance  Brought  Forward  98.05 

1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling 
Balance  Brought  Forward  165.84 

1970  Town  Hall  Elec.  Gen. : 
Balance  Brought  Frd.  3,265.17 
Expended  3,216.71 
Balance  Carried  Frd.  48.96 

Carried  Forward 

27,135.15 

2,064.99 
439.60 

200.00 

3,216.71 

$47,686.45 
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Brought  Forward $47,686.45 
Town  Hall: 

Janitor  Services 
Water 
Fuel  §  Burner  Service 
Electricity 
Janitor's  Supplies 
Upkeep  §  Repairs 
Security 
Memorial  Day  Decorations 

$  2,160.00 60.80 

1,817.52 
1,455.95 217.72 

1,032.75 680.90 
35.00 7,460.64 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

$  956.56 
7,540.00 
8,496.56 
7,460.64 
1,035.92 

Selectmen's  Special: 
Land  Fill  Property  Purchase 
Legal  Fees 
Golden  Agers 
Board  of  Health 
Town  Clean  Up  Days 
Donations 
USDA  Soil  Survey 
Miscellaneous 

991.37 

,023.30 219.00 
320.68 
68.90 
50.00 
46.47 

159.30 
2,879.02 

Appropriated 
Transfer  Adjustment 

Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

2,500, 380. 
2,880.07 
2,879.02 1.05 

Communications  Center: 
Wages 
Telephone 
Radio  Equipment  -  New 
Radio  Ma int.  §  Misc. 
Office  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 

21,447.85 
2,891.94 928.40 

34.55 
219.91 
53.97 25,576.62 

Appropriated 
Telephone  Reimbursement 

Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

26,146.00 154.29 
26,300.29 
25,576.62 723.67 

1970  Police  Cruiser 
Balance  Carried  Forward 
Expended 

288.30 
288.30 

288.30 

Carried  Forward 83,891.05 
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Brought  Forward $83,891.03 

Police  Department: 
Police  Chief's  Salary 
Police  Duty 
Cruiser  Maintenance 
Uniforms  §  Guns 
Radio  Maintenance 
Office  Supplies  §  Freight 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Telephone 
New  Equipment 
Matron  Duty 
Insurance  §  Medical 
Signs  §  Street  Lining 
Dues  -  Meetings 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1971  Police  Cruiser 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Fire  Department : 

Fire  Chief 
Call  Men 
Steward's  Salary 
Officers'  Salaries 
New  Equipment 
Misc.  Supplies  §  Oxygen 
Hose 
Batteries,  Gas,  Etc. 
Equipment  Repairs 
Water 
Fuel 
Light 
Repairs  §  Maintenance 
Use  of  Car 
Office  Supplies  §  Dues 
Insurance 
Radio 
Uniforms  §  Protective  Equipment 
Miscellaneous 

Appropriation 
Trans,  to  New  Fire  Station 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Carried  Forward 

10',  840. 00 

53,347.82 
6,801.53 
1,450.53 433.81 

632.22 
177.45 
329.34 
895.00 
236.60 
327.20 

1,176.00 430 . 40  77,077.90 

77,416.00 
77,077.90 338.10 

3,500.00 
3,500.00 
3,500.00 

2,500.00 
5,845.25 
1,778.00 
1,700.00 
1,291.00 707.45 

455.00 
430.91 

1,838.44 48.00 
680.76 
921.62 
366.56 
350.00 
74.32 

393.75 
90.75 

829.62 
28.00-  20,329.43 

23,000.00 538.84 

20,329.43 531.73 
1,600.00   

184,798.36 
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Brought  Forward  $184,798.36 

1969  New  Fire  Station  8,475.84 
Balance  Brought  Forward  8,637.76 
Transferred  from  Fire  Dept.  538.84 

9,176.60 Expended  8,475.84 
Balance  Carried  Forward  700.76 

Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary  200.00 
Director's  Car  Expense  373.10 
Electricity  23.21 
Personal  Equipment  115.75 
Maintenance  §  Repair  63.10 
New  Communications  Equip.  1,031.30 
Office  Supplies  52.65 
Miscellaneous  Supplies  34.13  1,893.24 

Balance  Brought  Forward  15.95 
Appropriated  2,000.00 

2,015.95 Expended  1,893.24 
Balance  Carried  Forward  122.71 

Moth  Department: 
Labor  12.00 
Insecticides  1,239.79 
Equipment  Repair  178.21  1,430.00 

Appropriation  1,430.00 
Expended  1,430.00 

Moth  Dept.  Truck  Rental  400.00 
Appropriated  400.00 
Expended  400.00 

1969  Brush  Chipper  5.40 
Balance  Brought  Forward  18.69 
Expended  5.40 
Balance  Carried  Forward  13.29 

Dutch  Elm  Disease: 
Superintendent  200.25 
Labor  2,093.70 
Contract  Spraying  §  Trimming  1,042.90 
Equipment  Repair  169 . 57  4,106.22 

Appropriated  4,840.00 
Transferred  to  Shade  Tree  731.20 
Expended  4,106.22 
Transferred  to  Revenue  2.58 

Carried  Forward  201,109.06 
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Brought  Forward $201,109.06 
Shade  Tree  Dept. : 

Labor 
Superintendent 
Contract  -  Removal 
Insecticides  §  Other  Supplies 
Equipment  Maint.  §  Repair 

Appropriation 
Trans,  from  Dutch  Elm 
Trans,  from  Reserve  Fund 

Expended 
Trans,  to  Overlay  Surplus  Res. 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Forest 
Appropriated 
Trans,  to  Revenue 

Water  Department: 
Superintendent 
Clerk 
Maintenance  of  System 
Maintenance  Labor 
Miscellaneous  Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Truck  Maintenance 
Stock  Supplies 
Office  Supplies 
Bond 
Electricity 
Telephone 
Pump  House 
Fluoride 
Reading  Water  Meters 
Operating  Engineering 
Reimbursible  Engineering 
Dues,  Meetings,  Tuition 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 
Duplicate  Payment 

Trans,  to  Hill  St.  Extension 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Carried  Forward 

2,276.15 105.00 

2,823.50 80.54 
177.81  5,463.00 

4,235.00 731.20 
500.00 

5,466.20 
5,463.00 3.20 

200.00 
200.00 
200.00 

250.00 
250.00 

8,448.00 
4,032.00 
3,664.27 
3,970.99 551.32 

1,292.00 
1,443.16 
6,582.15 
1,435.79 8.00 
5,913.36 384.00 

367.40 
912.13 
491.34 

2,675.83 
3,884.51 64.00  46,120.25 

1,085.00 
45,176.00 

_  35.10 46,296.10 82.44 

46,120.25 93.41 

252,892.31 
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Brought  Forward $252,892.31 

Water  Dept.  Land  Purchase  1965  133.48 
Balance  Brought  Forward  133.48 

Expended       "  133.48 
Water  Dept.  -  1966  Additional  638.00 

Well  Field  $  Station 
Balance  Brought  Forward  964.96 

Expended       "  638.00 Balance  Carried  Forward  326.96 

Water  Dept.  -  1969  Perkins  Row  Ext. 
Balance  Brought  Forward  849.22 
Balance  Carried  Forward  849. 22 

Water  Dept.  -  Hill  St.  Ext.  2,170.29 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,367.72 
Transfer  from  Water  Dept.  82.44 

2,450.16 
Expended  2,170.29 
Balance  Carried  Forward  279.87 

Water  Dept.  -  Fluoride  Monitoring  97.37 
System 

Appropriated  2,500.00 
Expended  97. 37 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,402.63 

Conservation  Commission  565.86 
Balance  Brought  Forward  130.00 
Appropriation  330.00 
Trans,  from  Reserve  Fund  105.86 
Expended  565.86 

Conservation  Comm.  -  Tree  Planning  2,822.79 
Balance  Brought  Forward  9.70 
Appropriation  -  January  750.00 
Appropriation  -  June  5,000.00 Donations  401.50 
Duplicate  Payment  14. 25 

6,175.45 
Expended  2,822.79 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,352.66 

U.S.D.A.  -  Soil  Survey  3,900.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,900.00 
Expended  3,900.00 

Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Appropriated  2,000.00 
Expended  2,000.00   

Carried  Forward  265,220.10 
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Brought  Forward $265,220.10 
Wire  Inspector 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

1,500.00 
1,247.50 252.50 

1,247.50 

Gas  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

500.00 
276.00 
224.00 

276.00 

Plumbing  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

600.00 
485.05 
114.95 

485.05 

Dog  Fund 
Appropriated 
Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

632.00 

Expended 
Trans,  to  Overlay  Surp. 

Dog  Officer's  Expense 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Animal  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Res. 

500.00 
150.00 
650.00 
632.00 
18.00 

800.00 
800.00 

650.00 
650.00 

800.00 

650.00 

Board  of  Health: 
BTW  Health  District 
Dues 
Medical  §  Vaccines 
Immunization  Surveys 
Burying  Dead  Animals 
Police  Detail 
Surveying  Services 
Equipment  Hire 
Supervision  of  Land  Fill 

,764.00 
12.00 

457.57 
300.00 
45.00 

329.00 
309.00 
68.00 

500.00 7.784.57 

Appropriated Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

6,951.00 833.57 

7,784.57 
7,784.57 

Tri-Town  Council  for  Drugs  §  Alcohol 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,000.00 900.00 
100.00 

900.00 

Carried  Forward 277,995.22 
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Brought  Forward $277,995.22 

Sanitary  Land  Fill: 
Rat  Control  240.00 
Police  Detail  72.00 
Legal  Fees  250.00 

-  Locks  12.00 
Equipment  Hire  404.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  26,000.00 
Collections  29,234.94  56,212.94 

Balance  Brought  Forward  2,700.00 
Trans,  to  S.L.F.  Land  Purchase  2,700.00 
Appropriation  55,975.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  404. 00 

56,379.00 
Expended  56,212.94 
Transferred  to  Revenue  166.06 

General  Highway: 
Superintendent  5,399.60 
Labor  12,640.20 
Equipment  Hire  4,123.00 
Patch,  Stone,  Gravel,  Etc.  4,697.52 
Parts  §  Supplies  4,291.63 
Tires  $  Gas  3,600.17 
Culverts  1,757.95 
Use  of  Truck  300.00 
Telephone  57.87 
Water  12.00 
Building  Maint.  $  Supplies  141.92 
Office  Expense  77.21 
Engineering  92.00  37,191.07 

Appropriated  37,000.00 
Trans,  from  Building  Expense  191. 07 
Expended  37,191.07 

Highway  Building  Expense: 
Electricity  339.44 
Water  54 . 00 
Heating  Fuel  792.57 
Telephone  143.75 
Supplies  450.76  1,780.52 

Appropriated  2,000.00 
Trans,  to  General  Highway  191.07 
Expended  1,780.52 
Trans,  to  Revenue  28.41 

Carried  Forward  373,179.75 
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Brought  Forward $373,179.75 

Highway  -  Snow  §  Ice  Removal: 
Superintendent  1,801.60 
Labor  10,823.72 
Salt  §  Sand  12,931.48 
Equipment  Hire  10,573.50 
Repairs  of  Equipment  3,644.61 
Gas  and  Oil  1,880.02 
Use  of  Truck  150.00  41,804.93 

Overdraft  Carried  Forward  (5,840.85) 
Appro.  Town  Meeting  Art.  8  5,840.85 
Appropriation  40,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  1,804.93 
Expended  41,804.93 

Highway  Machinery  Oper.  Fund  5,998.33 

Appropriated    '  6,000.00 Expended  5,998.33 
Transferred  to  Revenue  1.67 

Highway,  Chap.  81  Maintenance: 
Superintendent  336.00 
Labor  6,996.75 
Equipment  Rental  1,110.00 
Asphalt,  Concrete,  Patch  6,799.98 
Culverts  644.63 
Sand  $  Gravel  2,878.64 
Street  Sweeping  1,674.00  20,440.00 

Appropriated  7,240.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  13,200.00 

Expended  "  20,440.00 
Highway,  1969  Chap.  90  Construction 

Balance  Brought  Forward  . 50 
Transferred  to  Revenue  . 50 

Highway,  1970  Chap.  90  Construction 
Balance  Brought  Forward  38.83 
Balance  Carried  Forward  38.83 

Highway,  1971  Chap.  90  Construction: 
Superintendent  907.20 
Labor  3,281.80  ' 
Equipment  Hire  4,314.00 
Patch,  etc.  9,261.36 
Culverts  5,389.10  23,153.46 

Appropriated  5,500.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Rev.  16,500.00 
Trans,  from  Highway  Improve.  Loan  1,153.46 

Expended  ^     '  23,153.46   
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Brought  Forward  $464,576.47 

Highway,  Chap.  90  Maintenance  6,000.00 
Appropriated  6,000.00 
Expended  6,000.00 

1971  Highway  Imp.  Loan: 
Superintendent  235.20 
Labor  729.75 
Equipment  Hire  576.00 
Supplies  §  Materials  1,024.50  2,565.45 

From  Comm.  of  Mass.  3,741.63 
Trans,  to  1971  Chap.  90  1,153.46 
Expended  2,565.45 
Balance  Carried  Forward  22.72 

Street  Lighting  6,463.06 
Appropriated  7,000.00 
Expended  6,463.06 
Trans,  to  Revenue  536.94 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  704.60 
Trans,  from  Cummings  Fund  704.60 
Expended  704.60 

Veterans'  Benefits  13,076.48 
Appropriated  12,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  1,076.48 
Expended  13,076.48 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,694.44 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  2,694.44 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,770.85 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  2,770.85 

Old  Age  Assistance 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  16,026.16 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  16,026. 16 

Medicare 
U.S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  213.59 
U.S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  213.59 

Carried  Forward  493,380.06 
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Brought  Froward $493,386.06 
EDUCATION  AND. LIBRARY 

School  (For  Detailed  Analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report.) 

Administration  I  21,295.03 
Appropriated  20,890.00 
Payment  Refund  17.40 
Trans,  from  School  II  587.65 
Expended  21,295.03 

Instruction  II  487,065.46 
Appropriated  495,926.00 
Payment  Refund  9.63 

495,955.65 
Expended  487,065.46 
Trans,  to  School  I,  III,  IV,  VII  5,519.41 
Trans,  to  Revenue  266.01 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,284.75 

Other  School  Services  III  52,004.88 
Appropriated  49,727.00 
Payment  Refund  2,079.50 
Trans,  from  School  II,  VI,  IX  2,829.58 

54,656.08 
Expended  52,004.88 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,651.20 

Oper.  §  Maint.  of  Plant  IV  68,455.79 
Appropriation  66,915.00 
Trans,  from  School  II  1,919.69 

68,852.69 
Expended  68,455.79 
Balance  Carried  Forward  578.90 

Community  Services  VI  2,495.17 
Appropriation  5,200.00 
Expended  2,495.17 
Transferred  to  School  III  704.85 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  1,889.84 
Appropriated  1,482.00 
Trans,  from  School  II  407.84 
Expended  1,889.84 

Programs  With  Other  Districts  IX  2,714.50 
Appropriated  4,255.00 
Expended  2,714.50 
Trans,  to  School  III  1,520.50   

Total  School  Expenses  655,918.67 

Carried  Forward  1,129,504.75 
124 



Brought  Forward  $1,129,304.73 

School  Milk  §  Lunch  Fund  44,305.05 
School  Lunch  Receipts  31,042.78 
Federal  Reimbursements  15,123.96 
Overdraft  Brought  Forward  (567. 38) 

45,599.36 
Expended  44,305.05 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,294.31 

School  Federal  Law  PL  874  5,010.83 
Balance  Brought  Forward  7,274.81 
From  Federal  Funds  5,415.00 

12,689.81 
Expended  5,010.83 
Balance  Carried  Forward  7,678.98 

School  -  Special  Title  1,  89-10  4,354.57 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,320.17 
From  State  Funds  6,235.00 

8,555.17 
Expended  4,354.57 
Balance  Carried  Forward  4,200.60 

School  -  Nat'l.  Defense  Educ.  678.03 
Balance  Brought  Forward  6 , 166 . 30 
From  State  Funds,  PL  864  519.67 

6,685.97 Expended  678.03 
Balance  Carried  Forward  6,007.94 

School  -  Sp.  Title  ESEA  II  1,610.02 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3.14 
From  State  Funds  1,606.88 
Expended  1,610.02 

School  -  Special  Title  ESEA  VI  10,225.04 
Balance  Brought  Forward  6,015.04 
From  State  Funds  4,210.00 
Expended  10,225.04 

Reg.  School  List.  Planning  Comm.  100.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  100.00 
Expended  100.00 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Comm.  223.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  756.94 
Expended  223.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  533.94 

Carried  Forward  1,195,811.27 
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Brought  Forward $1,195,811.27 
1968  Steward  School  Addition 
Balance  Brought  Forward  7,664.49 
Balance  Carried  Forward  7,664.49 

Option  on  Property 
Balance  Brought  Forward  5,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,000.00 

Masconomet  Reg.  School  Dist. 
General  Control  904,586.64 
Appropriated  904,586.64 
Expended  904,586.64 
Net  Debt  Service  119,834.84 
Appropriated  119,834.84 
Expended  119,834.84 

Library: 
Librarian  8,490.00 
Assistant  Librarians  13,370.00 
Janitor  Services  1,525.00 
Books  7,428.97 
Exp.  Trust  Fund  Research  16.00 
Telephone  231.29 
Fuel  712.74 
Electricity  873.60 
Water  48.00 
Maintenance  §  Repairs  569.08 
Janitor's  Supplies  185.76 
Supplies,  Stationery,  Postage  962.92 

New  Equipment  §  Furniture    "  203.00  34,616.36 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,675.50 
Appropriated  32,753.00 
State  Grant  1970  837.75 
School  Reimbursement  240.00 
Payment  Refund  5.95 
General  Library  Fund  67.44 
George  F.  Dow  Library  Fund  62.75 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  99.00 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  15.00 
Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  35. 45 

35,791.84 
Expended  34,616.36 
Transferred  to  Revenue  337. 73 
Balance  Carried  Forward  837.75 

Carried  Forward  2,254,849.11 

Note:    Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  appro- 
priation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is  on 

file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 
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Brought  Forward 12,254,849.11 

RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 

Park  Department: 
Labor 
Equipment  Hire 
Gas,  Oil  §  Repairs 
Seed,  Loam  §  Peat  Moss 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Use  of  Truck 
Flag  Repair 
Skating  Rink  Maintenance 

10,329.20 161.00 
572.09 
282.00 
417.48 
550.00 
34.00 
25.00 12,370.77 

Appropriation  12,000.00 
Trans,  from  Monument  Fund  200.00 
Trans,  from  George  Gould  Park  Fd.  177.42 

12,377.42 
12,370.77 Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 

"6To5 

1971  Triplex  Power  Mower 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,600.00 
1,401.25 198.75 

1,401.25 

Recreation  Commission: 
Labor 
Equipment  Hire 
Recreation  Facilities  Rent  §  upkeep 
Supplies,  Sand  §  Gravel 
Equipment  Repair 
Electricity 
Water 

2,944.90 
1,982.50 965.40 

4,795.63 27.00 
9.05 

24.00 10,748.48 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

12.69 

10,600.00 
135.79 

10,748.48 

Town  and  Census  Reports 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

2,571.51 300.00 

2,400.00 
2,700.00 
2,571.51 128.49 

Memorial  Day 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

800.00 
776.56 
23.64 

776.36 

Carried  Forward 2,282,717.48 
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Brought  Forward 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expenses 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

400.00 
4.26 

404.26 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense,  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3,424.68 
Expended  543.70 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,880.98 

Planning  Board  -    Updating  Town  Maps  §  Street  Numbers 
Balance  Brought  Forward  128.76 
Appropriated  450.00 

578.76 
Expended  506.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  72.76 

$2,282,717.48 
404.26 

543.70 

506.00 

Sub- committee  for  Review  of  Business -Industrial  Areas 
Balance  Brought  Forward  660.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  660.00 

Amount  Necessary  to  Satisfy  Final  Court  Judgments 
Raised  -  Assessment  56,917.57 
Expended  56,917.57 

Town  Insurance 
Appropriated 
Workmen's  Compensation  Ref. 

Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

29,000.00 260.00 

29,260.00 
21,626.00 
5,134.00 
2,500.00 

56,917.57 

21,626.00 

Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

317.16 
317.16 

1967  Tennis  Courts  Construction 
Balance  Brought  Forward  18.64 
Balance  Carried  Forward  18.64 

1963  Special  Drainage  Comm. 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,010.63 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,010.65 

1968  Binding  of  Vital  Statistics 
Balance  Brought  Forward  500.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  500.00 

Carried  Forward 2,362.715.01 
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Brought  Forward 

Mental  Health  Asso.  of  North  Shore 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Veterans '  Service  Center 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Essex  Co.  Retirement  Assessment 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Cemeteries : 
Labor 
Sand,  Fertilizer,  etc. 
Equipment  Rental 
Equipment  Repair  §  Upkeep 
Gas  and  Oil 
Supplies 
hater 
Electricity 
Office  Supplies 
On  Roads 
Monument  Repair 
New  Equipment 
New  Foundation 
Map  Service 
Trees  Ej  Shrubs 
Water  Main  Repair 
Miscellaneous 

Overdraft  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation 
From  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Acct. 
From  So.  Side  Cem.  P.  C.  Acct. 

Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Cemetery  -  Special  Gifts Received 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1967  New  Truck 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Carried  Forward 

$2,362,715.01 

1,921.41 
1,921.41 
1,921.41 

4,326.00 
4,326.00 
4,326.00 

36,142.75 
36,143.00 
36,142.75 

.25 

9,504.68 38.25 

1,021.00 445.11 
263.89 
336.17 
48.00 
21.04 
11.40 

183.60 
30.00 

572.70 
20.00 

128.00 
47.80 

138.61 
127.40  12,937.65 

(29.06) 
11,000.00 
1,924.42 103.60 

12,998.96 
12,937.65 

61.31 

111.46 
689.16 
111.46 
577.70 

120.08 
201.55 
120.08 
81.47 

2,418,274.36 
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Brought  Forward  $2,418,274.36 

Soldiers'  §  Sailors*  Graves  Care  50.00 
Appropriated  50.00 
Expended  50.00 

1971  Essex  County  Tax  62,328.58 
Raised  -  Assessment  67,354.87 
Expended  62,328.58 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  5,026.29 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  -  1971  ASSESSMENTS 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  27,431.89 
Raised  -  Assessment  27,800.00 
Expended  27,431.89 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  368.11 

Metropolitan  Planning  261.25 
Raised  -  Assessment  259.55 
Expended  261.25 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  1.70 

Mosquito  Control  5,994.45 
Raised  -  Assessment  5,889.60 
Expended  5,994.45 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  104.85 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  .  175.38 
Raised  -  Assessment  500.77 
Expended  175. 38 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  325.39 

State  Parks  §  Reservations  8,336.24 
Raised  -  Assessment  10,051.15 
Expended  8,336.24 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  1,714.91 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts  123.03 
Raised  -  Assessment  123.03 
Expended  123.03 

Motor  Excise  Bills  631.20 
Raised  -  Assessments  631.20 
Expended  631.20 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  203.94 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  203.94 

Hill  St.  Land  Relocation  Damage  Comp. 

Appropriated                         '  2,500.00 Balance  Carried  Forward  2,500.00 

Carried  Forward  2,523,810.32 
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Brought  Forward $2,523,810.32 

State  Withholding  Tax  27,840.20 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  108,591.32 
Essex  Co.  Retirement  Board  14,000.23 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account  4,140.00 

Balance  Brought  Forward  167.50 
Withholdings  4,140.00 

4,307.50 
Expended  4,140.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  167.50 

Group  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  13,082.08 
Group  Boston  Mut.  Life  Ins.  898.96 
Hospital  5  Life  Insurance  -  Town  Share  13,720.65 
Appropriated  13,398.00 
Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross  264.96 

13,662.96 
Expended  13,720.65 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  57.69 

Refunds 
1970  Motor  Excise  1,455.56 
1971  Motor  Excise  2,774.66 
1970  Personal  200.50 
1971  Real  Estate  4,821.40 
Water  Department  62.40  9,314.52 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  90,000.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,700.00 
Short  Term  Note  85,300.00 

88,000.00 
Expended  90,000.00 
Overdraft  Carried  Forward  2,000.00 

Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1961,  1966  4,412.25 
Appropriated  4,413.00 
Expended  4,412.25 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .75 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal  1949,  1961,  1966  28,000.00 
Appropriated  28,000.00 
Expended  28,000.00 

School  Bonds  -  Interest  1951,  1954,  1962,  1965,  1968  13,490.00 
Appropriated  13,490.00 
Expended  13,490.00 

School  Bonds  -  Principal  1951,  1954,  1962,  1965,  1968  75,000.00 
Appropriated  75,000.00 
Expended  75,000.00   

Carried  Forward  2,926,300.53 
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Brought  Forward $2,926,300.53 

Special  Project  Bonds 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Special  Project  Bonds 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Interest 1966 

1,512.00 
1,512.00 

Principal  1966 
6,000.00 6,000.00 

1,512.00 

6,000.00 

Fire  Station  Bonds 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Fire  Station  Bonds 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Interest 

Principal 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

6,250.00 
6,250.00 

15,000.00 
15,000.00 
Interest 

5,000.00 
1,167.66 
3,832.34 

6,250.00 

15,000.00 

1,167.66 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  -  Principal 
Appropriated  12,000.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  12,000.00 

Short  Term  Notes  -  Interest 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

15,000.00 
11,754.55 
3,245.45 

11,754.55 

Short  Term  Notes 
Dog  Licenses  to  County 
Tops fie Id  Cemetery  Account 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Bequests 

South  Side  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Fund 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 
General  Library  Fund 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund 

Total  Expenditures 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31 

1,000,000.00 
1,537.00 591.00 

1,529.00 

50.00 
10,887.86 

179.00 
336.00 
448.36 
715.12 
388.00 

1971 

13,004.34 

3,984,646.08 
390,253.45 

$4,374,899.53 
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RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 

Dog  Fund 
Shade  Tree  Department 
Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Conservation  Commission 
Board  of  Health 

Town  Officers'  Expense Snow  and  Ice  Removal 
Ve  t e  r ans 1  Bene  fits 
Recreation  Commission 
Planning  Board  -  Miscellaneous  Expense 
Town  Share  -  Group  Hospital  §  Life  Ins. 

Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 

$10,000.00 
150.00 
500.00 
404.00 
105.86 
833.57 605.15 

1,804.93 
1,076.48 135.79 

4.26 
57.69 

5,677.73 4,322.27  $10,000.00 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1971 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  -  General 
Tops fie Id  Cemetery  Account 
Tuberculosis  Fund 
Conservation  Fund 

$390,253.45 
4,084.23 
7,420.48 8,725.26  $410,483.42 

Accounts  Receivable: 
1966  Personal 
1967  Personal 
1968  Personal 
1969  Personal 
1970  Personal 
1971  Personal 
1967  Real  Estate 
1968  Real  Estate 
1969  Real  Estate 
1970  Real  Estate 
1971  Real  Estate 

51.45 
36.75 
46.80 
71.76 

316.80 
900.90 
923.65 
697.80 
890.40 

5,182.52 39,728.90 

,847.73 Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise 

1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 

891.00 

8,592.05 373.38 

2,500.48 
16,192.46 28,549.37 

Departmental : 
School  Department 
Cemetery  Department 

Water  Rates 
Water  Connections 
State  §  County  Aid  to  Highways 
Taxes  in  Litigation 
Loans  Authorized 
1971  Metropolitan  Planning  U.E. 
1971  Mosquito  Control  U.E. 
1971  Metropolitan  Planning 

363.50 
225.00 

2,654.58 616.08 

34,911.87 688.00 
87,300.00 

1.70 
104.85 
203.94 

588.50 

126,481.02 

$614,950.04 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1971 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds: 
School  Federal  Aid,  PL-874 
School  Nat'l.  Defense  Education  PL- 864 
School  -  Special  Title  I,  89-10 
U.S.  Grants  -  Old  Age  Assistance 
U.S.  Grants  -  Medical  Care 
U.S.  Grants  -  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
U.S.  Grants  -  Disability  Assistance 
Special  School  Fund  -  Milk  Fund 
Blue  Cross  -  Blue  Shield 
Group  Life  Insurance 

$  7,678.98 
6,007.94 
4,200.60 

16,026.16 213.59 

2,694.44 
2,270.85 
1,294.31 
1,368.68 82.64 

Appropriations  Balances : 
Town  Hall  1,035.92 
Town  Hall  Furnishings  98.05 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  165.84 
Town  Hall  Electric  Generator  48.96 
Police  Department  338.10 
Fire  Department  1,600.00 
1969  New  Fire  Station  700.76 
1969  Brush  Chipper  13.29 
1966  Additional  Well  Fields  326.96 
1969  Perkins  Row  Extension  849.22 
1970  Hill  Street  Extension  279.87 
1971  Fluoride  Monitoring  System  2,402.63 
Conservation  Commission  -  Tree  Planning  3,352.66 
Conservation  Fund  8,725.26 
Civil  Defense  122.71 
Tri-Town  Drug  Council  100.00 
Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 
Highway  Improvement  Loan  22.72 
1970  Chapter  90  Construction  38.83 
School  2000  5,284.75 
3000  2,631.20 
4000  378.90 

1968  Steward  School  Addition  7,664.49 
Long  Range  School  Planning  Comm.  533.94 
School  Option  on  Property  5,000.00 
Library  837.75 
1971  Power  Mower  (Park)  198.75 
Planning  Board  -  Updating  Town  Maps 

and  Street  Numbers  72.76 
Planning  Board-Misc.  Exp.  Zoning  By-Laws  2,880.98 
Sub-Comm.  for  Review  of  Bus.  Ind.  Areas  660.00 
Town  Insurance  2,500.00 
Real  Estate  Revaluation  317.16 
1967  Tennis  Courts  18.64 
1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  1,010.63 

$  41,838.19 

53,535.73 
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Brought  Forward $  95,373,92 

Binding  Vital  Statistics 
1963  Mosquito  Control  Study  Committee 
Damage  Compensation  Hill  St.  Relocation 
Cemetery  -  Special  Gifts 
Cemetery  -  1967  New  Truck 
Interest  -  Short  Term  Note 
Interest  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Purchase  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land 

1971  Mass.  Bay  Transportation  Assessment 
1971  Ipswich  River  Watershed  Assessment 
1971  State  Parks  §  Reservations  Assess. 
1971  County  Tax 
Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots 
Tuberculosis  Fund 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Income 
Tailings  Account 
Dog  Licenses 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations : 
Road  Machinery 
Library  -  State  Grant 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 
Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise 
Departmental 
State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue 
Water  Revenue 
Levy  of  1962 
Levy  of  1963 
Levy  of  1966 
Levy  of  1967 
Levy  of  1968 
Levy  of  1969 
Levy  of  1970 
Levy  of  1971 

Short  Term  Note  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill 

Surplus  Revenue 

$  500.00 454.37 

2,500.00 577.70 
81.47 

3,245.45 
3,832.34 

12,000.00 

368.11 
325.39 

1,714.91 
5,026.29 
4,084.23 
7,420.48 35.00 

350.81 
2,030.90 

2,183.32 837.75 
167.50 

28,549.37 
588.50 

34,911.87 
3,270.66 430.00 

258.00 
51.45 

960.40 
744.60 
962.16 

5,499.32 25,909.97 

23,191.33 

21.356.12 

3,188.57 

91,762.28 

102,136.30 

85,300.00 
•192,641.52 

$614,950.04 
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1971  REPORT  OF  THE 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

Due  to  the  first  request  in  many  years  for  information  on  the  income- 
from  Trust  Funds  held  by  the  Town,  the  Commission  has  made  an  inten- 

sive study  of  the  procedure  and  history  of  its  activities.  It  finds 
that  since  1926,  the  financial  statement  of  investments  and  bank  ac- 

counts, showing  the  Principal  and  Income  of  each  Fund,  has  been  the 
only  report  submitted.  Nowhere  has  there  been  kept  a  file  with  data 
concerning  the  origin,  the  donors  or  the  purposes  of  these  Funds. 

The  Commissioners  have  met  with  the  Library  Trustees  and  the  Select- 
men several  times  during  the  past  year,  and  subsequently  the  Chairman 

has  done  extensive  research  in  old  Town  Reports,  in  the  Registries  of 
Probate  of  Essex,  Suffolk  and  Middlesex  Counties,  and  in  conference 
with  Town  Counsel.    It  would  be  impractical  to  print  in  this  report 
all  the  wills  in  which  these  Funds  have  been  established,  but  there 
will  be  a  file  set  up  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  available  to  any 
Town  official,  where  the  results  of  this  research  and  any  future  data 
could  be  kept. 

The  Annual  Town  Reports,  back  to  1875,  have  been  studied  to  determine 
how  the  various  Funds  were  established.    In  that  year  Annar  (sic) 
Pingree  left  $5,000  to  the  Town,  the  "income  of  which  to  be  distri- 

buted by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  among  the  honest  and  deserving 
poor,  as  they  deem  best."    In  1877  Sidney  Merriam  donated  a  thousand 
dollar  bond  and  others  subscribed  $500,  the  "annual  income  of  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  its  (Topsfield  Free  Library)  use". 

These  reports  include  many  notes  and  acknowledgements  on  monies  left 
to  the  Town  or  subscribed  for  specific  purposes,  but  it  is  unrealistic 
to  expect  the  many  persons  involved  with  Town  business  to  read  one 
hundred  Annual  Reports,  search  Probate  Records  and  read  legal  deci- 

sions and  interpretations  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Counsel  before 
taking  action.    So  we  repeat  that  files  should  be  available  where  such 
information  would  be  readily  accessible. 

The  Library  Trustees  have  indicated  that  they  wish  to  know,  in  advance, 
how  much  money  is  to  be  available  to  them  from  the  various  Trust  Funds, 
so  they  may  budget  for  the  following  year.    The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 

missioners has  had  considerable  experience  with  Trust  Instruments,  and 
it  is  his  opinion  that  the  donors  of  bequests  usually  have  in  mind 
that  their  gifts  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  giving  something  extra  to 
the  beneficiary  --  not  as  a  means  of  reducing  what  the  taxpayer  con- 

tributes toward  the  Town's  expenses. 

The  present  Commissioners  are  all  imbued  with  the  idea  that  safety  of 
Principal  is  the  prime  responsibility  of  a  prudential  committee. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  bonds  which  yield  more  than  savings 
accounts,  but  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  time  and  bookkeeping 
required  to  clip  coupons,  deposit  them  in  some  account  and  enter  in 
the  proper  ledger. 
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During  the  past  year  money  has  been  transferred  from  Savings  Banks 
to  American  Telephone  1%  bonds  of  2001  A.D.  as  shown  in  the  financial 
statement,  and  the  Treasurer  has  been  asked  to  transfer  some  $34,000 
more  into  Bonds.    This  has  been  done  on  the  basis  that  most  Bonds  now 
are  registered,  and  the  interest  is  sent  to  the  owner,  instead  of 
carrying  coupons  which  may  be  subject  to  theft. 

In  the  1915  Town  Report  the  Commissioners  stated  it  was  "manifestly 
impossible"  for  them  to  direct  the  expenditure  of  all  the  income 
from  Trust  Funds,  and  for  many  years  it  has  been  customary  to  have 
an  Article  in  the  Warrant  asking  the  Town  to  appropriate  the  income 
from  Trust  Funds  to  the  use  of  the  various  departments.    It  would 
appear  that  until  this  year  no  one  has  paid  particular  attention  to 
the  purposes  for  which  these  funds  were  set  up. 

The  present  Commissioners  feel  that  it  would  be  impractical  for  them 
to  actually  supervise  the  spending  of  Trust  Funds,  but  they  feel  that 
the  various  departments  should  either  report  how  the  funds  are  used, 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds,  or  make  it  a  part  of  their  report 
to  the  Town. 

Town  Counsel  is  working  on  the  problem  of  responsibility  for  the  funds 
left  to  aid  the  poor,  since  the  State  has  abolished  the  office  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  taken  over  all  welfare. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  Chairman 
FRANCIS  N.  CARTER,  Clerk 
RAYMOND  S.  ROBERTS 

139 



ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

ANNA11  PINGREI;  CHARITY 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 1970 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Sav.  bank 

7, 692.00 
8,501.29 

Receipts 

808.69 

7,692.60 

Payments 

8,501.29 

Cash  and  Securities 

1  Norfolk  $  Western  R.R.  1966  4% 
30  shs.  Penn.  R.R. 
47  shs.  1st  National  Corp.  of  Boston 
09  shs.  Shawmut  Associates,  Inc. 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

Securities 

4,822.87 
4,822.87 

1,000.00 
1,696.08 
1,014.29 
1,112.50 
8,501.29 

5,477.82 7,846.34 

Total 

12,515.47 
13,324.16 

8,501.29 

8,501.29 

13,324.16 

13,324.16 

DAVID  CUMMINGS  CIiARITY 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Sale  Frac.  Share  Katy  Ind. 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Welfare 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Sav.  Bank 
19,131.02 
20,184.80 

Receipts 

1,734.58 23.80 
19,131.02 

Payments 
704.60 

20,184.80 

Cash  and  Securities 

(163  shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp.) 
(  36  Katy  Industries,  Inc.) 
138  shs.  1st  National  Corp.  of  Boston 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

Securities 

5,669.63 
5,645.83 

2,476.20 

3,169.63 20,184.80 

10,328.88 
15,501.75 

Total 

24,800.65 
25,830.63 

20,889.40 

20,889.40 

25,830.63 

25,830.63 
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DHtiORAi i  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  035. 39  035.39 
Dec.  31,  1971  672.46  672.46 

Receipts 

Income  37,07 
Cash  Balance  Dec,  31,  1970  ^5^39  072 ,40 

Payments 

Cash  balance  Dec,  31,  1971  072. ,46 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  672.40 

Principal  515  38 
Unexpended  Income  157,08  072,40 

C.  J.  PLABODY  SQi(JOL 

Dec.  31,  197U 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Casn  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Sav.  Bank 

1,050.47 
1,107.00 

Receipts 

50 . 59 

1,050.47 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

500.00 
007.00 

Total 

1,050.47 
1,107.00 

1,107.00 

1,107.00 

1,107.06 

1,107.00 
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GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 

Bequeathed  by 

Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A,  Gal loupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 

Albert  A,  Conant,  et-al 

Ellen  Morgan 
William  Steams 
Sidney  Merriam 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

American  Tel.  £  Tel.  Div. 
American  Tel.  5  Tel,  Int. 
U.  S,  Note  Interest 
Sale  of  Rights 
Bank  Interest 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Sav.  Bank 

5,860.06 
1,770.60 

Receipts 

140.40 
245.00 
50.00 
12.96 

318.65 
,860,06 

Payments 

Securities 

2,440.22 
7,427.26 

Total 

8/300,28 
9,197.86 

6,627.07 

Bond  5000  A.  T.  $  T.  2001  1%  4,789.03 
Library  Department  67.44 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971  1,770.60 6,627.07 

Cash  and  Securities 

27  shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 
2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2%l 

5000  A.  T.  §  T.  2001  7% 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Inc.  due  Cem.  CPC 
Unexpended  Income 

7,935.49 70.00 
1,192.37 

427.26 

2,000.00 
5,000.00 

9,197.86 

9,197.86 
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GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Receipts 

00.05 

1,063.29 

Payments 
02.75 

1,060.59 

Sav.  Bank 

1,003.29 1.060.59 

Total 

1,063.29 
1,060.59 

1,123.34 

1,123.34 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

1,000.00 60.59 

1,060.59 

1,060.59 

JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank      Securities  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  2,558.54         4,095.51  6,653.85 
Dec.  31,  1971  2,959.06         4,095.31  7,054.37 

Receipts 

Snawmut  Associates,  Inc.  Int.  192,00 
1st  National  Corp.  of  Boston  Int.  144.00 
Bank  Interest  163.52 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  2,558.54  3,058.06 

Payments 

Library  Department  99.00 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971  2,959.06  3,058.06 

Cash  and  Securities 

2  N.Y.C.  5  1I.R.R.     1997  2,000.00 
65  shs.  Snawmut  Associates,  Inc.  1,104.02 
48  shs.  1st  Nat'l.  Corp.  of  Boston  991.29 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  2,959.0b  7,054.37 

Principal  6,175.16 
Unexpended  Income  879.21  7,054.37 

143 



MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank     Securities  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  4,046.91       1,988.43  6,035.34 
Dec.  31,  1971  4,432.33       1,988.43  6,420.76 

Receipts 

1st  National  Corp.  of  Boston  Int.  129.00 
Texas  $  Pacific  Int.  50.00 
Bank  Interest  221.42 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  4,046.91  4,447.33 

Payments 

Library  Department  15.00 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971  4,432.33  4,447.33 

Cash  and  Securities 

1  Texas  §  Pacific  R.R.  2,000  S%  1,000.00 
43  shs.  1st  Nat'l.  Corp.  of  Boston  988.43 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  4J^jS2J_33  6,420.76 

Principal  5,599.84 
Unexpended  Income  820.92  6,420,76 

HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Sav*  Bank 
421.24 
409.95 

Total 
421.24 
409.95 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Receipts 

24.16 
421.24 445.40 

Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Payments 

35.45 
409.95 445.40 

Cash  and  Securities 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

375,00 
34.95 

409.95 

409.95 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Saw  Bank  Cash 
42,237.27 
35,818.70  4,789.03 

Securities 
16,303.37 
21,288.97 

Total 

58,540.64 
61, 89b. 70 

Receipts 

Securities  lucerne  1,295.40 
Bequests  1,529.00 
Sale  of  Rights  14.40 
Bank  Interest  2,245.10 
Gen.  Library  Fund  Reimbursement  4,789.03 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970  42,237.27 S2S 110,20 

Payments 

Cemetery  Department 
Purchase  Securities 
Casn  Balance  Dec.  31 1971 

1,924.41 
9,578.06 

40,607,73 52,110.20 

Cash  and  Securities 

232  Charter  N.  Y.  Corp, 
2  Southern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994  S% 
2  Nortnem  Pacific  R.R.  1997  4$, 

5,000  Amer.  Tel.  $  Tel.  2001  1% 
1,000  U.S.  Treasury    1972  2% 
12  shs.  Penn.  R.R,  Co. 
30  sns.  .Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 
25  shs.  1st  National  Corp.  of  Boston 

447  shs.  1st  National  City  Corp. 
Havernill  Savings  Bank  #800597 
liavenull  Savings  Bank  #10006298 
Cash 

3,897.72 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
5,000,00 
i , 000 . 00 608.96 

535.29 
572.96 

5,674.04 
2,268.73 

33,549.97 
4,789.03 61.896.70 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

48,298.85 
13,597.85 61,896.70 
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SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 

Dec,  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 

Cemetery  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 
Accrued  Interest 

Cash 
17,50 

1970 

1971 

Sav.  Bank   Acer.  Int.    Securities  Total 
1. 004.65 
1,005.38 35.00 

Receipts 
121.82 

1,022.16 

Payments 

103.60 

1,005.38 35.00 

2,000.00  3,022.16 
2,000.00  3,040.38 

1,143.98 

Cash  and  Securities 
1,143.98 

N.Y.C.  $  H.R.R.    1997    3^%  1,000.00 
1  Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co.  2000    51  1,000.00 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  1,005.38 
Accrued  Interest  35.00  3,040.38 

Principal  2,237.14 
Unexpended  Income  803.24  3,040.38 

GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970                                                           608,05  608.05 
Dec.  31,  1971                                                        643.52  643.52 

Receipts 

Income  35.47 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,   1970  608.05  643,52 

Payments 

Casn  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971  643.52 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  043.52 
Principal  500.00 
Unexpended  Income  143.52  643.52 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  CCMMQN 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Park  Department 
Cash  balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Receipts 

34.41 
589.62 

Payments 

55.56 568.47 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 

500,00 
12.91 

Sav.  Bank 
589.62 
512.91 

Total 
589.62 
512.91 

624.03 

624.03 

512.91 

512.91 

GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 

Dec.  31,  1970 
Dec.  31,  1971 

Income 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970 

Park  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971 

Receipts 

34.06 
587.80 

Payments 

121.86 
500.00 

Sav.  Bank 
587.80 
500.00 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal  500.00 

Total 
587.80 
500,00 

621.86 

621.8b 

500.00 

500.00 
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MONUMENT  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  2,170.82  2,170.82 
Dec.  31,  1971  2,097.21  2,097.21 

Receipts 

Income  126.39 

Cash  Balance  Dec,  31,  1970             2,170.82  2,297.21 

Payments 

Monument  Maint.  (Park  Dept.)  200.00 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971             2,097.21  2,297.21 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  2,097.21 

Principal  914.65 
Unexpended  Income  1,182.56  2,097.21 

HONOR  ROLL  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  248.63  248.63 
Dec.  31,  1971  262.00  262.00 

Receipts 

Income  13.37 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1970                248.63  262.00 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1971  .  262.00 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank  262.00 
Principal  100.00 

Unexpended  Income                              162.00  262.00 
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STABILIZATION  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1970  80,823.43  80,823.43 
Dec.  31,  1971  85,373.17  '  85,373.17 

Receipts 

Income  4,549.74 
Cash  balance  Dec.  31,  1970  80,823.43  85,373.17 

Payments 

Casn  balance  Dec.  31,  1971  85,373.17 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  1,817.08 
iiavrerhill  Savings  Bank  83,556.09  85,373.17 
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WARRANT  FOR  1972  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs ,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  1972,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  Janu- 

ary 1,  1972  and  January  1,  1973,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and  to  renew 
any  note  and  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Sec- 

tion 17,  as  amended. 

Fourth  To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees . 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
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Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills 
contracted  prior  to  January  1*  1972. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1971,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may 
be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Eleventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Thirteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 

ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money 

for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 

Stabilization  Fund. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1970  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  Police 
Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  --  Council  on  Aging    The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall 
appoint  five  persons  each  year  after  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  to 
serve  for  one  year  as  the  Council  on  Aging.    Such  persons  shall 
have  the  duties,  powers  and  authority  as  are  conferred  upon  them 
by  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8B  as  amended. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  acquire  by 

purchase  a  plot  of  land  off  Garden  Street  to  provide  a  location  for  a 
water  storage  tank,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  construct  an  addition- 

al water  storage  facility  and  install  an  access  road  and  the  necessary 
water  mains,  controls  and  appurtenances  to  connect  this  storage  tank 
to  the  present  water  system,  and  to  determine  whether  this  appropria- 

tion should  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $323.58  to  reimburse  Attorney  Sum- 
ner Low  Raymond  for  legal  expenses  paid  by  him  in  connection  with 

Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  un- 

paid due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon 
approval  to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $250  to  pay  Mr.  Anthony 
D'Agostino  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid,  due  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be 
paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

Twenty -second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $716  to  pay  Mr.  Clinton 
Foster  Goodwin  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court 
Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  ac- 

tion relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to 
the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to 
be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $1,300  to  pay  Mr.  John  M. 
Moore  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be 
paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $6,500  to  pay  Attorney 
Sumner  Low  Raymond  for  legal  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year 
unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill 
upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a 
one-thousand  gallon  per  minute  pumper  (fire  truck),  and  authorize  the 
selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Chief,  to  purchase  same,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  under  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  3,  to  establish  a  Housing  Authority,  and  in 
that  connection  to  make  any  and  all  determinations  and  declarations 
deemed  necessary  or  desirable,  and  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 152 



Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  under 
Article  Third  of  the  November  30,  1970  Town  Meeting  so  that  an  appro- 

priation of  "One  Dollar  ($1.00)"  is  made  instead  of  "a  sum  of  money", 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a  dump  truck 
and  authorize  the  selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  road  commissioner 
to  purchase  said  truck,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  the  office  of 
Highway  Surveyor  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  41,  Section  62  as  amended.    The  Highway  Surveyor  shall  be 
elected  for  three-year  terms  and  the  first  election  shall  be  held  at 
the  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting;  and  upon  the  taking  of  office  by  the 
newly  elected  Highway  Surveyor,  the  office  of  road  commissioner  shall 
be  terminated,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  under  the  provi- 
sions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8D,  a  historical  commission 

of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  rights  and  duties 
provided  by  law,  to  be  composed  of  three  members,  resident  of  the 
Town,  appointed  by  the  Selectmen    for  terms  of  three  years,  except 
that  initial  appointment  shall  be  one  member  for  one  year,  one  member 
for  two  years  and  one  member  for  three  years,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Thirty-first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  law) 
This  chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for  police  offi- 

cers for  taking  certain  education  courses.    The  Town  would  get  a  50% 
reimbursement  for  such  increases . 

Thirty-second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for  improving  drainage 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Thirty- third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt 
the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVIII  --  Motor  Vehicles,  Snow  Vehicles  and  Recreation 
Vehicles .    No  person  shall  use  or  operate  a  motor  vehicle,  trail 
bicycle,  motor  bicycle  or  similar  motorized  vehicle  which  is 
eligible  for  registration  under  Chapter  90B  of  the  General  Laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  a  snow  vehicle  or  recreation  vehicle  as 
defined  in  Section  20  of  said  Chapter  in  any  park  or  other  Town 
owned  property,  except  public  roads  and  streets,  without  the  prior 
written  consent  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  who  shall  first  obtain 
consent  of  the  Town  Board  having  the  responsibility  for  the 
management  of  such  property.    Any  such  consent  shall  be  temporary 
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in  nature,  shall  specify  the  period. of  time  during  which  it  is  in 
force  and  shall  only  be  granted  where  the  proposed  use  or  opera- 

tion will  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Boards  granting  the  same,  be 
detrimental  to  the  purpose  for  which  such  property  is  owned.  Not- 

withstanding anything  to  the  contrary  hereinabove  contained,  park- 
ing areas  established  for  use  in  connection  with  such  part  or  such 

other  public  property  may  be  used  for  parking  purposes  without 
prior  consent. 

No  person  shall  use  or  operate  any  such  vehicle  on  or  over  any 
private  property  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  without  the  written 
consent  of  the  owner  of  such  property. 

No  person  shall  operate  a  snow  vehicle  for  other  than  an  emergency 
between  the  hours  of  8:00  p.m.  and  8:00  a.m.,  except  with  special 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  special  events. 

Any  person  violating  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  five  dollars  ($5.00)  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars($50.00) . 

Thirty -fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  pro- 

fessional assistance  to  plan  for  the  future  growth  and  development  of 
the  Library  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or  legal  expenses  connected 
therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.    Submitted  by  the Library  Board  of  Trustees. 

Thirty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and 
equipping  a  maintenance  building,  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Maple  Lane  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 

ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Maple 
Lane" . 

Thirty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous 
conveyance  of  a  strip  of  land  approximately  one-quarter  acre  in  area  • 
along  the  Northerly  side  of  Howlett  Street  from  Roberta  L.  Cargill, 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto.    Said  strip  lies  across  the  fronts  of  Lots  24,  26, 
28,  30,  32,  34,  36,  38,  42  and  44  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Howlett  Street,  Topsfield,  Surveyed  for  Roberta  L.  Cargill,  George- 

town Road,  Boxford",  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg 1 d-  Surveyor .    A  copy  of 
said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 
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Thirty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and 
authorize  the  selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to 
purchase  special  radio  equipment  for  the  police  headquarters  in  the 
Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 

of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  ren- 
dered by  the  Health  and  Education  Services,  Inc.,  in  accordance  with 

the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40  as 
amended. 

Fortieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Soil  Erosion  By-law  by 
striking  out  the  entire  by-law  as  adopted  at  a  Town  Meeting  held  on 
November  15,  1954,  and  all  amendments  thereto  made  thereafter  and 
adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW 

Section  1. 

No  person  shall,  without  a  permit,  remove  any  earth  material  (loam, 
sand,  gravel,  stone,  etc.)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield  not  in  public 
use. 

Topsoil  shall  be  retained  on  the  property  and  re -spread  by  the  proper- 
ty owner. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  topsoil  from  his  property  but  said 
topsoil  must  be  retained  within  the  Town. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  gravel  and  fill  material  from  his 
property  for  use  outside  the  Town. 

For  violation  of  this  Section  or  Section  4  of  this  by-law,  the  penalty 
shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  one  hundred  (100) 
dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hundred  (200)  dollars  for  each 
subsequent  offense.    Under  this  by-law  each  individual  truck  load  re- 

moved shall  be  considered  a  violation. 

Section  2. 

Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board  known  as 
the  Soil  Removal  Board  (herein  referred  to  as  the  Board) ,  the  member- 

ship of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  one  member  from  the  Planning  Board,  one  member  from  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  and  one  member  from  the  Conservation  Commis- 

sion or  an  abutter  to  a  gravel  operation  in  the  Town. 
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Section  3. 

To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present  to  the 
Soil  Removal  Board,  the  following  items  when  required  by  the  Board: 

a.  A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of  the  land 
conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-law  and  approved  by  the 
Planning  Board. 

b.  A  topographic  chart  in  5  foot  elevation  increments  indicating, 
existing  contours  and  proposed  final  contours. 

c.  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  proposed  mater- 
ial removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect  of  the  resulting 

changes  in  water  run-off  on  the  height  of  all  encompassed, 
bordering  and  downstream  surface  water.    Effect  on  both-  the 
lowest  and  highest  water  levels  occurring  during  the  year 
shall  be  considered  by  this  study.    This  report  shall  be  re- 

viewed by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex  County 
Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable  to  the 
Board  and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  along  with  the  writ- 

ten recommendations  of  the  reviewing  agency,  such  recommenda- 
tions to  be  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  Board.    This  re- 

quirement shall  apply  only  when  the  working  area  when  combined 
with  any  previously  worked  area  on  the  premises  exceeds  one 
acre. 

d.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  current  abut- 
ters of  the  property  where  such  removal  is  proposed. 

e.  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner  to  remove 
material  from  the  property. 

f .  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property  and  routes 
within  the  Town. 

Failure  to  comply  with  these  provisions  shall  be  cause  for  revocation 
of  such  permit. 

In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccurate  or 
incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all  provisions  have 
been  met. 

Prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  for  applications  involving  a  removal 
area  of  five  or  more  acres,  a  public  hearing  shall  be  held.  Before 
such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all  above  required  in- 

formation with  the  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  public  record. 
Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each  abutter,  the 
Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and  notice  shall  be 
advertised  in  the  newspaper  of  widest  circulation  in  Topsfield  ten 
(10)  days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the 
applicant. 
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For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  by-law,  all  contiguous 
land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts 
having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.  All 
persons  owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary  (including 
roads)  with  such  single  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for 
purposes  of  this  by-law. 

Section  4. 

The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  (1) 
year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which,  in  its  discretion  and  judg- 

ment in  each  particular  case,  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  per- 
sonal injury,  and  to  safeguard  the  surrounding  district  and  the  Town 

against  possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  values  in  the  dis- 
trict during  or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods 

of  handling  such  material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such 
material  through  the  Town. 

As  minimum  requirements  said  permits  shall  require  that: 

1.  The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on  the 
applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas within: 

a)  300  feet  of  any  street  line,  unless  a  lot  grading  to  said 
street  is  particularly  pertinent. 

b)  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line,  in  removal  permits  in  ex- 
cess of  twenty  (20)  acres. 

c)  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling. 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  is  allowed  provided  that 
written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants  is  first 
obtained  and  filed  with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees  or 
other  natural  screening  shall  be  allowed  without  permission  of  the 
Board. 

2.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  and  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  Saturday  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  Noon. 

5.     In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  above 
the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps, 
and  brush  shall  be  removed  or  completely  buried. 

4.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than 
one  (1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

5.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  minimum 
depth  of  six  (6)  inches  and  seeded. 
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6.  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part  of  the 
final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

7.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed 
to  an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maximum  water 
table  elevation. 

8.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps  or  other 
material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector,  and  the  Board  of 
Health. 

9.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be 
buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

10.  In  removal  operations  involving  five  (5)  or  more  acres,  a  bond 
shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  covenant  approved  by  the 
Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to  the  said 
Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  by 
the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall 
not  be  less  than  $2,000.  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any  area 
in  condition  other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned  state 
in  accordance  with  3,  4,  and  5  above.    Such  bond  money,  if  for- 

feited, shall  be  used  to  restore  the  property  as  required  by  this 
by-law. 

11.  The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  (5)  acres  at  any  given  time. 

Section  5. 

Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  conditions  of 
the  permit  or  of  this  by-law  to  any  member  of  the  Board  or  to  any  mem- 

ber of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member  shall  immediately 
investigate  such  claim  of  violation.    If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  member 
or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any  other  violation  has  been  committed, 
said  member  shall  be  obligated  and  empowered  to  order  immediate  termin- 

ation of  material  excavation  and  all  related  activity. 

The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of  any  term 
of  the  permit  or  this  by-law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said  violation 
involves  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all  material  shall  be 
returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  defined  in  Section  1  of  this 

by-law  shall  be  levied.    If  said  infraction  involves  violation  of  the' 
natural  buffer  areas,  material  and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to  the  natur- 

al grades  and  trees  destroyed  shall  be  replaced  with  suitable  trees  of 
the  size,  type  and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Commission. 
If  all  corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reasonable  time 
stipulated  by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the  penal  sum 
provided  therein  paid  to  the  Town. 
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Forty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  "a  fund  of  $5,000  be  appro- 
priated to  the  New  Meadows  Foundation,  Inc. ,  a  non-profit  organization 

of  professionals  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  located  at  9  East 
Common,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  for  a  technical  and  professional  ser- 

vices program,  the  primary  purpose  of  which  is  to  render  technical  and 
professional  services  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield.    Such  technical  and 
professional  services  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to  the  support 
of  research  and  development  studies  relating  to  the  impact  of  environ- 

mental, social  and  economic  problems  on  the  Town."    Submitted  on 
petition. 

Forty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education  and 
prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Forty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 

chase of  a  fluoride  monitoring  device  and  authorize  the  purchase  of 
said  device  by  the  Water  Commissioners,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Forty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town  Accountant  to 
transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  accounts  to  the  sur- 

plus revenue  account: 

(a)  1970  Chapter  90,  construction 
(b)  1967  Tennis  Courts 
(c)  1963  Special  Drainage  Committee 
(d)  1963  Mosquito  Control  Committee 
(e)  1967  Cemetery,  new  truck, 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote 
in  election  of  Town  Officers,  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House  on  Tuesday, 
the  twenty-first  of  March,  1972,  at  seven  o'clock  a.m.  to  bring  in  their 
votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 

Moderator  for  one  year 
One  Selectman  for  three  years 
Treasurer  for  three  years 
One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 
Assessor  for  three  years 
Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 
Constable  for  one  year 
Two  School  Committeemen  for  three  years 
Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 
One  Trustee  for  Town  Library  for  two  years 
Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
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Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  one  year 
Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  a.m.  to  7  o'clock  p.m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  thirty -first  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- two. 

JOHN  A.  SANGER 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy, 
Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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FINANCE      COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Recommendations  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 

of 

March     2  0,  1972 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  Finance  Committee  again  this  year  faced  the  problem  of  holding  the 
line  against  spiraling  wage  and  cost  pressures  while  attempting  to 
maintain  expected  Town  services  and  employee  morale.    We  feel  that  our 
recommended  budget  does  both.    We  have  not  recommended  increases  for 
part-time  elected  Town  officials  and  have  stayed  within  the  wage  guide- 

lines for  other  regular  Town  employees. 

The  Finance  Committee  sent  budget  letters  with  suggested  guidelines  to 
all  Town  Departments  and  Committees  last  fall.    All  budgets  have  been 
publicly  reviewed  with  each  agency  and  our  recommendations  are  con- tained in  Article  4. 

The  total  budgets  for  1972  amount  to  $2,564,086.    This  compares  with 
1971  Town  expenditures  of  $2,405,560  and  represents  an  increase  of  6.6%. 

The  following  chart  illustrates  Topsfield's  growing  costs  from  year  to 
year  since  1967. 

1967 
12 

9% 

1968 15 
8% 

1969 16 

6% 

1970 
17 

0% 

1971 7 n 

1972 6 

61 

The  6.61  increase  reflected  above  amounts  to  $158,526  and  is  spread 
over  most  expense  categories  as  illustrated  on  the  1972  Budget  Recom- mendation Chart. 

1.  Increased  costs  of  Education  $132,634  amounts  to  84%  of  this 
year's  increase. 

2.  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  is  up  1%  or  $10,106. 

3.  Highways,  Recreation  and  Parks,  Town  Government,  Library, 
Water  and  other  expenses  are  in  line  with  this  year's  budget 
policy. 

4.  Health,  Sanitation  and  Debt  Principal  show  small  budget  de- creases . 
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SCHOOLS 

Education  is  the  largest  budget  item  -  70%  of  the  total  budget  article and  is  broken  down  as  follows: 

Masconomet  $1,091,810  42.6% 

Elementary  701,165*  27.3% 

Total  $1,792,975  69.9% 

*Excludes  debt  service,  insurance  and  other  related  costs. 

The  Finance  Committee  again  this  year  wrote  to  both  School  Committees 
to  acquaint  them  with  our  1972  budget  objectives.    Because  of  some  un- 

certainties at  that  time  regarding  the  effect  of  Phase  II  on  salaries, 
we  were  not  able  to  project  specific  dollar  amounts  as  we  had  the 
prior  year.    We  did  ask  that  every  effort  be  made  to  limit  their  ex- 

penditures to  those  really  necessary  to  maintain  the  educational  qual- 
ity expected  by  the  Town  and  to  try  to  keep  their  budget  increases  in 

line  with  other  Town  agencies. 

The  School  budgets  for  1972  reflect  the  considerable  attention  given  by 
the  School  Committees  to  keep  school  cost  increases  consistent  with  the 
Finance  Committee  budget  objectives. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  these  guidelines  have  not  met  with  enthu- 
siastic teacher  support  and  consequently,  neither  the  Topsfield  Teach- 

ers' Association  nor  the  Masconomet  Teachers'  Association  have  signed 
contracts  for  the  September,  1972  school  year. 

If  an  upward  settlement  is  reached  subsequent  to  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing, or  either  group  goes  to  fact  finding  (which  could  result  in  a 

recommended  increase) ,  there  are  no  funds  in  either  school  budget  for 
this  contingency. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  the  present  wage  offers  are  fair  ones 
and  are  consistent  with  the  Town's  ability  to  pay  for  its  educational 
needs.    Runaway  educational  costs  must  now  be  checked,  or  in  a  town 
such  as  Topsfield,  the  home  owner  faces  a  confiscatory  tax  rate  in  the 
near  future. 

The  Finance  Committee,  with  Selectmen  support,  opposed  the  proposed 
utilization  of  Surplus  Funds  by  Masconomet  to  build  a  new  Administra- 

tion Building.    We  are  not  suggesting  that  a  new  facility  is  not  needed, 
but  we  did  feel  that  money  voted  for  maintenance  and  operation  should 
not  be  spent  for  capital  items  of  this  size.    Consequently,  nearly 
$50,000  was  deducted  from  Topsfield' s  1972  assessment  to  support  Masco- 

nomet.   Without  this  return  the  Masconoment  budget  would  have  gone  up 
9.3%.    When  the  Elementary  School  debt  is  included  in  the  comparisons 
the  budget  increases  are  identical. 
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MASCONCMET (Topsfield's  Assessment) 
1971 1972 Increase 

Maintenance  and  Operations  $  924,587 

Debt  Interest  and  Principal  119,835 

Total  $1,044,422 

Returned  from  Surplus  20 ,000 

Net  Assessment  $1,024,422 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

Maintenance  and  Operations 

Debt  Interest  and  Principal 

1971 

$635,919 

88,490 

$724,409 

$1,028,746 

112,790 

$1,141,536 

49,726 

$1,091,810 

1972 

$701,165 

70,975 

$772,140 

11.2* 

(6.2%) 
9.3% 

6.6% 

Increase 

10 . 3% 

(8.5%) 

6.6% 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

The  budgets  for  Town  protection  shows  an  increase  of  $10,106  (7.0%) 
over  the  1971  expenditures  of  $143,043.    The  major  budgets  within  the 
protection  category  are  as  follows : 

1971 1972 Increase 

0, 

Police $77,078 $79,816 
$  2,738 

3.6 
Fire 20,329 23,000 2,671 

13.3 

Emergency  Center 25,577 27,876 
2,299 

8.7 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  largest  increase  of  13.3%  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment budget  is  based  on  1971  expenditures.    The  Fire  Department's 

approved  budget  for  1971  was  for  $23,000,  the  same  as  this  year's 
recommended  amount.    The  ban  on  outdoor  burning  created  an  unexpected 
under- run  which  was  returned  to  the  Town.    The  Finance  Committee  dis- 

allowed some  fire  fighting  equipment  last  year  and  felt  that  it  was 
prudent  to  allow  the  purchase  this  year,  so  approved  a  budget  of 
$23,000  again  this  year. 

RECREATION  AND  CONSERVATION 

The  Recreation  and  Conservation  budgets  remain  relatively  stable.  We 
feel  that  the  work  of  the  committees  in  the  development  of  additional 
Town  facilities  is  an  important  positive  force  in  our  community. 165 



The  continuing  maintenance  of  these  facilities  falls  mainly  to  the  Park 
Department.    The  increase  in  the  Park  Department  budget  of  $1,807  (151) 
over  1971  expenditures  reflects,  in  part,  additional  facilities  turned 
over  for  the  Park  Department's  maintenance  after  development  by  the Recreation  and  Conservation  Committees. 

LIBRARY 

The  Library  Budget  increase  of  8.3%  is  one  of  the  largest  reflected  on 
the  chart.    Their  approved  budget  of  $36,000  is  an  increase  of  $2,741 
over  1971  expenditures. 

The  Library  is  one  of  Topsfield's  major  assets.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
small  town  libraries  in  the  state.    This  fact  is  largely  due  to  a  dedi- 

cated staff,  coupled  with  an  attractive  and  well  located  facility.  Our 
Library  contains  24,000  volumes  and  circulates  books  at  a  rate  three 
times  the  national  average. 

The  Library  Trustees  submitted  to  the  Finance  Committee  two  years  ago 
a  salary  progression  plan,  plus  a  plan  to  expand  the  hours  that  the 
Library  would  be  open.    Because  of  the  popular  use  of  the  facility, 
and  since  the  requested  wage  progressions  were  within  the  guidelines, 
we  approved  the  Library  budget  without  injurious  cut  backs. 

MBTA  ASSESSMENT 

Topsfield's  assessment  was  $27,800  in  1971  and  undoubtedly  will  be 
higher  for  1972.    While  continuing  effort  is  being  made  on  Beacon  Hill 
to  exempt  Topsfield  from  this  charge  for  no  services,  we  do  not  anti- 

cipate any  relief  in  the  near  future.    This  year  we  are  estimating  an 
assessment  of  $36,000  (The  same  amount  as  the  Library  budget  for  1972) 

FUTURE 

The  budgets  for  1971  and  1972  reflect  increases  of  less  than  half 
those  of  preceding  years.    The  economic  recession  and  slow-down  in 
housing  starts  has  permitted  us  to  stabilize  Town  services  and  control 
the  budget  spiral  the  past  two  years. 

It  appears  probable  that  with  a  predicted  general  business  upturn  with 
attendant  economic  improvement;  we  will  again  face  ah  increase  in  growth 
rate,  which  historically  has  meant  the  expansion  of  Town  services  and 
facilities.    If  so,  we  would  forecast  that  the  Town's  budget  will  again 
show  increases  similar  to  prior  growth  years. 

The  Finance  Committee  this  year,  in  its  capacity  as  a  Personnel  Board, 
gathered  together  the  various  departmental  policies  for  vacations, 
sickness  absence,  time  off,  etc.    We  had  hoped  to  initiate  a  standard* 
ized  Town  personnel  policy  this  budget  year,  but  time  was  not  suffi- 

cient to  do  the  kind  of  well  thought  job  that  was  needed.    This  re- 
mains on  the  top  of  our  "to  do"  list. 166 



Capital  planning  also  is  an  area  that  must  be  given  attention,  and 
soon.    We  are  fortunate  this  year  that  we  have  bonds  maturing  that  can 
be  replaced  with  new  issues,  thereby  having  minimal  effect  on  the  tax 
rate.    To  plan  properly  the  Town  should  have  forecast  projections  out 
for  the  next  ten  years'    major  capital  additions  or  improvements. 
$100,000  -  $300,000  capital  surprises  cannot  be  permitted  if  the  Town 
is  to  manage  its  debt  in  a  business  like  manner. 

Perhaps  the  most  perplexing  situation  facing  the  Finance  Committee  is 
the  introduction  of  the  Acts  of  1969,  Chapter  849,  changing  the  muni- 

cipal fiscal  year  from  the  calendar  year  to  (a)  an  18  month  transition 
period,  and  thereafter  (b)  a  fiscal  year  running  from  July  first  to 
June  thirtieth.    The  starting  date  has  been  proposed  twice,  but  it  is 
now  scheduled  that  the  18  month  transitional  period  will  commence 
January  1,  1973. 

The  major  objectives  of  the  new  law  is  to  enable  cities  and  towns  to 
complete  their  budgeting  process,  compute  their  tax  rate,  and  generally 
know  where  they  stand  before  a  fiscal  year  begins.     (Cherry  sheets  will 
be  available  February  15th.) 

A  second  major  objective  is  to  collect  half  of  the  local  tax  levy  half- 
way through  the  fiscal  year,  so  as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  necessary 

borrowing  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

The  budgetal  procedures  in  the  early  months  of  1973  and  the  appropria- 
tions passed  at  the  1972  Annual  Town  Meeting  will  be  for  the  18  month 

period  which  will  have  begun  on  January  1,  1973,  and  the  transitional 
provisions  of  the  Act  will  apply.    The  permanent  provisions  of  the  Act 
become  effective  on  July  1,  1973  and  will  apply  to  the  budgeting  pro- 

cedures leading  up  to  the  1974  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  will  make 
appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  that  will  begin  July  1,  1974. 

Obviously  a  lot  of  thought  and  pre-planning  will  be  required  if  the 
Town  is  to  proceed  through  this  transitional  period  without  economic 
chaos.    The  Finance  Committee  will  need  additional  help  from  inter- 

ested townspeople  for  ad  hoc  committee  assignments  to  facilitate  this 
change . 

Town  government  with  the  Town  Meeting  as  a  traditional  forum  for  voters 
to  express  support  or  displeasure  for  budget  items  and  Warrant  articles 
is  rapidly  becoming  an  anachronism.    The  pressures  of  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments  in  education,  zoning,  housing,  sanitation,  trans- 

portation, water,  sewage,  etc.  leaves  your  elected  and  appointed  offi- 
cials little  to  exercise  meaningful  control  over.    Perhaps  it  is  with 

a  degree  of  nostalgia  that  we  sense  (and  dislike)  that  your  Town  offi- 
cials are  fast  becoming  agents  of  larger  Governmental  agencies  with  an 

ever  decreasing  amount  of  local  automony  being  permitted. 
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RESERVE  FUND  TRANSFERS 

Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1971  which  were  covered  by  the  Finance 
Committee  through  transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund  were  as  follows : 

Appropriated  $10,000.00 

Transferred: 
Shade  Trees 

$  500 
00 

Dog  Fund 150 
00 Sanitary  Land  Fill 404 00 

Conservation  Commission 105 
86 Board  of  Health 833 
57 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 605 15 
Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

1,804 

93 

Veterans '  Benefits 
1,076 48 Recreation  Commission 135 

79 Planning  Board  Expense 4 26 
Group  Hosp.  §  Life  Insurance 

57 

69 
Total  Transferred 

$5,677 

73 

The  balance  of  $4,322.27  was  returned  to  Surplus  Revenue,  which  now 
amounts  to  $192,641.52. 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  begin- 

ning January  1,  1972  and  January  1,  1973,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of- the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as 
amended  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a 
period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17,  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER,  WITH 
THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM  TIME  TO 
TIME  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEARS  BEGIN- 

NING JANUARY  1,  1972  AND  JANUARY  1,  1973  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  4  AS 
AMENDED,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES  AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A 
PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS 
OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  17,  AS  AMENDED. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compen- 

sation of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  deter- 
mine the  manner  of  expending  same. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN  EXPENSES  AND 
FIX  THE  ANNUAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS 
FROM  JANUARY  1  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  BELOW. 

Moderator   $  30.00 
Selectmen: 
Chairman   400.00 
Clerk   800.00 
Other  Member   300.00 

Town  Treasurer   4000.00 
Town  Collector   3500.00 
Assessors : 
Chairman   1650.00 
Clerk   750.00 
Other  member   750.00 

Planning  Board: 
Chairman    $  350.00 
Clerk   250.00 

Town  Clerk    1100.00 
Road  Commissioner.  .  .  9150.00 
Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not 
to  exceed  $600.00  to  be  charged 
to  applicable  Moth,  Shade  Tree 
and  Elm  Beetle  appropriations. 
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Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees . 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 

Department . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  INCOME  FROM  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  BY  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FROM  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  FROM  PARK  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT  AND  FROM  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  a  routine  article  that  enables  the  Town  to  apply  income 
from  various  Town  agencies'  Trust  Funds  to  the  operation  of 
those  agencies  as  prescribed  by  the  Trust  Documents. 

Sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 

Department . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  $1,000.00  FROM 
THE  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  SALE  OF  CEMETERY  LOTS  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF 
GREENS  AND  A  CASKET  LOWERING  DEVICE. 

THE  CURRENT  BALANCE  IN  THIS  ACCOUNT  AMOUNTS  TO  $5,200.00.  WE 
RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  AMOUNT  TO  BUY  THESE  CEMETERY  EQUIPMENTS  BE 
FUNDED  FROM  THIS  ACCOUNT  RATHER  THAN  RAISE  OR  APPROPRIATE  THE 
AMOUNT  IN  SOME  OTHER  MANNER. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  THE  OVERLAY 
SURPLUS  RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $20,000.00  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 

Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding 
bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1972. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

There  are  no  outstanding  bills  other  than  those  which  are  the 
subject  matter  of  Articles  20-24  concerning  the  Cadoret  land taking. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 

Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  THE  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  CONSTRUCTION 
AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

In  accordance  with  State  law,  this  Article  must  be  entered 
into  our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work  with  the  State  and 
County  in  connection  with  maintenance  and  construction  of 
highways  and  to  enable  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  applicable 
reimbursements . 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1971,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes, 
if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $837.75 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1971.    SAID  GRANT 
TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 
FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  THE  GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.  As  a  formality  it 
is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  it. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
for  the  current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

With  the  change  over  to  the  fiscal  year  now  scheduled  for  next 
January  none  of  the  Town's  free  cash  funds  should  be  depleted 
for  this  purpose. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 

ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  Maintenance  of  Highways, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
$14,716  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  SHARE  OF  THE  COST  OF  THE  WORK. REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
UPON  RECEIPT. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  ■ 

Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Maintenance  of  High- 
ways, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws  the  Town  has  the  option 
of  taking  state  aid  for  either  highway  maintenance  or  for  new 
highway  construction.    We  believe  it  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Town  to  have  Chapter  90  work  applied  to  new  construction. 178 



Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum 

of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Construction  of  Highways,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $16,500  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  AND  COUNTY'S  SHARE  OF 
THE  WORK.     REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  AND  COUNTY  TO  BE  RE- 

STORED TO  SURPLUS  UPON  RECEIPT. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 

the  Stabilization  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $15,000 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  TO  THE  STABILIZATION  FUND. 

The  primary  allowable  use  of  this  fund  is  for  school  construc- 
tion.   When  stabilization  money  is  used  for  this  purpose  the 

State  will  provide  advance  payment  of  the  State  aid  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  $100,000. 

The  recommended  $15,000  will  raise  the  Stabilization  Fund  to 
$100,373.    In  view  of  the  School  Committee's  recommendation 
that  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee 
study  the  necessary  facility  improvements  required  at  the 
Proctor  Elementary  School,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Stabi- lization Fund  be  increased  to  the  maximum  amount  the  State 
will  match,    (in  anticipation  of  a  capital  improvement  program 
being  recommended  at  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting) . 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1970 
station  wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used 
as  a  Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  pur- 

pose, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECT- 
MEN, WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE,  TO  TRADE  IN  THE 

1970  POLICE  STATION  WAGON  AND  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  STATION 
WAGON  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3,500.00  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

The  Police  Cruiser  in  question  went  in  service  in  July,  1970. 
As  of  March  3,  1972,  registered  mileage  on  this  vehicle  was 
95,032.     Its  present  condition  is  such  that  it  is  no  longer 
considered  dependable  for  the  service  required  and  should  be 
replaced.    We  believe  that  the  current  practice  of  replacing 
each  of  the  two  Police  Cruisers  in  alternate  years  is  a 
reasonable  and  economical  method  of  keeping  two  dependable 
vehicles  in  operation. 
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Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  --  Council  on  Aging.    The  Board  of  Selectmen 
shall  appoint  five  persons  each  year  after  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  to  serve  for  one  year  as  the  Council  on  Aging.  Such 
persons  shall  have  the  duties,  powers  and  authority  as  are 
conferred  upon  them  by  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8B 
as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  FOLLOWING  BY-LAW: 

ARTICLE  XVII  ---  COUNCIL  ON  AGING.    THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
SHALL  APPOINT  FIVE  PERSONS  EACH  YEAR  AFTER  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN 
MEETING  TO  SERVE  FOR  ONE  YEAR  AS  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING.  SUCH 
PERSONS  SHALL  HAVE  THE  DUTIES,  POWERS  AND  AUTHORITY  AS  ARE 
CONFERRED  UPON  THEM  BY  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  8B 
AS  AMENDED. 

The  basic  purposes  of  a  Council  on  Aging  are: 

(1)  to  identify  the  total  needs  of  the  community's  elderly 
population; 

(2)  to  educate  the  community  and  enlist  support  and  partici- 
pation of  all  citizens  about  these  needs;  and 

(3)  to  design,  promote  and  implement  services  to  fill  these 
needs,  or  to  coordinate  existing  services. 

There  are  approximately  400  persons  in  Topsfield  over  60  years 
old  --  almost  10%  of  our  population.    While  medical  science 
has  discovered  ways  of  adding  years  to  our  lives ,  it  is  our 
belief  that  we  on  the  local  level  should  accept  the  task  of 
discovering  ways  to  add  life  to  these  years.    A  Council  on 
Aging  --  composed  of  a  cross  section  of  talents  and  ages  -- 
can  fulfil  this  function  by  first  defining  the  needs  of  our 
elderly  population  and  then  by  presenting  coordinated,  well 
thought  out  programs  to  the  Town  for  consideration.    We  sug- 

gest that  one  of  the  first  subjects  to  be  studied  is  that  of 
housing  for  the  elderly.    This  subject  is  complex  and  is  com- 

plicated by  the  intricacies  and  implications  of  zoning  changes, 
tax  considerations  and  State/Federal  financing  procedures. 
We  believe  this  subject  demands  considerable  study  by  a 
group  --  such  as  a  Council  on  Aging  --  before  an  intelligent 
proposal  can  be  presented  to  the  Town  for  consideration. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans  - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  ac- 

quire by  purchase  a  plot  of  land  off  Garden  Street  to  provide 
a  location  for  a  water  storage  tank,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECT- 
MEN, WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS,  TO 

PURCHASE  THE  PLOT  OF  LAND  OFF  GARDEN  STREET,  MORE  PARTICULARLY 
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DESCRIBED: 

"A  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Tops fie Id,  County of  Essex,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  located  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  and  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeasterly  corner  thereof  at  a  point  in 
the  northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  at  the  comer  of  the 
wall  and  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  Pierce;  thence  running 
westerly  by  the  northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  40.0'  to  a 
point  at  remaining  land  of  the  grantor;  thence  turning  and 
running  northerly  by  said  remaining  land  of  the  grantor  and 
by  a  line  which  is  40.0'  westerly  from  and  parallel  with  a 
stone  wall  marking  the  easterly  boundary  between  said  grant- 

or's land  and  land  of  Pierce  and  Marean  368.0'  more  or  less 
to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  the  remain- 

ing land  of  the  grantor  28'  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and 
running  northerly,  still  by  remaining  land  of  the  grantor 
150.0'  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  running  easterly, 
still  by  the  remaining  land  of  the  grantor,  about  68.0'  more 
or  less  to  a  stone  wall  at  land  of  Marean;  thence  turning 
and  running  southerly  by  the  stone  wall  and  by  land  of 
Marean  and  land  of  Pierce  about  517'  to  a  point  in  the 
northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  and  place  of  beginning. 

Containing  about  24,950  square  feet,  and  as  shown  upon  a 
plan,  entitled,  "Plan  showing  Proposed  Site  and  Details  for 
a  Reinforced  Concrete  Water  Storage  Tank  as  made  for  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  Topsfield,  Mass.    Scale  1"  = 
40'  dated  December  1971,  made  by  Clinton  F.  Goodwin,  Regis- 

tered Professional  Engineer,  25  Washington  Square,  Haverhill, 

Mass." 
The  grantor  retains  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  and 
upon  the  land  described  herein  with  vehicles  and  on  foot  as 
occasion  may  require  for  access  to  his  remaining  land  west- 

erly and  northerly  of  the  parcel,  together  with  others  to 
whom  specific  written  permission  is  granted  by  the  grantee." 

TO  PROVIDE  A  LOCATION  FOR  A  WATER  STORAGE  TANK  AND  TO  RAISE, 
ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $4,000.00  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

For  the  purpose  of  construction  of  a  storage  tank  the  land  on 
Garden  Street  is  ideal.    It  is  the  same  elevation  as  our  cur- 

rent storage  tank  on  Great  Hill,  thus  gravity  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  it  operate  and  avoiding  the  necessity  of  pur- 

chasing equalizers.    There  is  also  excellent  access  and  egress 
to  the  site  off  Garden  Street. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  construct  an 
additional  water  storage  facility  and  install  an  access  road 
and  the  necessary  water  mains ,  controls  and  appurtenances  to 
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connect  this  storage  tank  to  the  present  water  system,  and  to 
determine  whether  this  appropriation  should  be  raised  by  bor- 

rowing or  otherwise,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  WATER 
COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONSTRUCT  AN  ADDITIONAL  WATER  STORAGE  FACILITY 
AND  INSTALL  AN  ACCESS  ROAD  AND  THE  NECESSARY  WATER  MAINS,  CON- 

TROLS AND  APPURTENANCES  TO  CONNECT  THIS  STORAGE  TANK  TO  THE 
PRESENT  WATER  SYSTEM  AND  TO  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $165,000  FOR 
SUCH  PURPOSE;  THAT  TO  MEET  THIS  APPROPRIATION,  THE  SUM  OF 
$5,000  BE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE,  AND  THE  TREASURER, 
WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  BE  AUTHORIZED  TO  BORROW  THE 
AMOUNT  OF  $160,000  UNDER  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION 
7,  AS  AMENDED. 

It  is  felt  that  with  the  expansion  and  future  expected  expan- 
sion of  the  Town  that  a  second  storage  tank  will  be  necessary 

to  meet  the  demands  for  water.    Many  times  the  Town  uses  water 

at  a  greater  rate  than  the  pumps  at  the  well  field  can" supply, and  without  storage  tanks  to  meet  this  excess  demand  there 
will  be  distribution  problems  due  to  the  loss  of  pressure. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $323.58  to  reimburse 

Attorney  Sumner  Low  Raymond  for  legal  expenses  paid  by  him  in 
connection  with  Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret 
vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto, 
being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency 
of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid 
out  of  said  appropriation. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $323.58  TO  REIMBURSE  ATTORNEY  SUMNER  LOW  RAYMOND  FOR 
EXPENSES  PAID  BY  ATTORNEY  SUMNER  LOW  RAYMOND  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
SUPERIOR  COURT  CASE  #139750;  T.  LOUIS  CADORET  VS.  TOWN  OF 
TOPSFIELD. 

Mr.  Raymond's  total  expenses  were  $732.35,  of  which  the  Town 
has  paid  $408.77,  leaving  a  balance  of  $323.58, 

Twenty -first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $250  to  pay  Mr. 
Anthony  D'Agostino  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of 
Topsfield,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill 
of  a  previous  year  unpaid,  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of 
said  appropriation. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $250  TO  PAY  ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT 

CASE  #139750;  T.  LOUIS  CADORET  VS.  TOWN  "OF  TOPSFIELD. 
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This  sum  is  to  pay  for  five  days  that  Mr.  D'Agostino  assisted 
and  consulted  with  Mr.  Raymond  in  preparation  of  the  Town's defense . 

Twenty -second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $716  to  pay  Mr. 
Clinton  Foster  Goodwin  for  services  rendered  in  connection 
with  Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town 
of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a 
bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of 
said  appropriation. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOM  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $716  TO  PAY  CLINTON  FOSTER 
GOODWIN  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SUPERIOR  COURT 
CASE  #139750;  T.  LOUIS  CADORET  VS.  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD. 

Mr.  Goodwin  was  the  engineering  consultant  to  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  and  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  the 
Town's  defense  and  testified  in  Court  concerning  the  need  of 
the  Town  for  additional  sources  of  water  supply. 

Twenty -third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $1,300  to  pay 
Mr.  John  M.  Moore  for  services  rendered  in  connection,  with 
Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs,  Town  of 
Topsfield,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill 
of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of 
said  appropriation. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $1,300  TO  PAY  JOHN  M.  MOORE  FOR 
SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SUPERIOR  COURT  CASE 
#139750;  T.  LOUIS  CADORET  VS.  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD. 

This  article  coveres  fees  for  appraisals,  conferences  and  eight 
days  of  Court  testimony. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $6,500  to  pay 
Attorney  Sumner  Low  Raymond  for  legal  services  rendered  in 
connection  with  Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret 
vs.  Town  of  Topsfield  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto, 
being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency 
of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid 
out  of  said  appropriation. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $6,500  TO  PAY  ATTORNEY  SUMNER 
LOW  RAYMOND  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SUPERIOR 
COURT  CASE  #139750;  T.  LOUIS  CADORET  VS.  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD. 
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Mr.  Raymond  represented  the  Town  in  this  Court  case.    His  fee 
was  $10,000,  of  which  the  Town  has  already  paid  $3,500,  leaving 
a  balance  due  of  $6,500. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a 

one- thousand  gallon  per  minute  pumper  (fire  truck),  and  author- 
ize the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Chief,  to  pur- 

chase same,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $34,000  FOR  A  ONE-THOUSAND  GALLON  PER  MINUTE  PUMPER 
(FIRE  TRUCK)  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE 'ADVICE  OF  THE FIRE  CHIEF,  TO  PURCHASE  SAME. 

According  to  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association,  a  fire 
truck  more  than  fifteen  years  old  should  no  longer  be  considered 
a  first  line  vehicle.    The  ability  of  the  pump  to  deliver  its 
rated  capacity  is  no  longer  assured  and  replacement  parts  become 
harder  and  sometimes  impossible  to  obtain  for  equipment  fifteen 
years  or  older.    Topsfield  presently  owns  three  fire  trucks,  but 
only  two  can  be  used  as  pumpers  --  and  only  one  truck  is  a  first 
line  vehicle.    Engine  No.  3  was  purchased  twenty-four  years  ago 
as  a  600  GPM  Pumper  purchased  in  1956.    It  is  fifteen  years  old 
and  is  now  considered  a  second  line  piece  of  equipment.  Engine 
No.  2  is  also  a  750  GPM  Pumper.    It  was  built  in  1963,  is  eight 
years  old  and  has  seven  more  years  of  first  line  service.  This 
existing  equipment  has  served  the  Town  well,  but  we  feel  the 
time  has  come  to  upgrade  our  capabilities. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  under  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  3,  to  establish  a  Housing  Authority, 
and  in  that  connection  to  make  any  and  all  determinations  and 
declarations  deemed  necessary  or  desirable,  and  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  believes  that  it  would  be  premature  to 
establish  a  Housing  Authority  in  Topsfield  at  this  time.  The 
subject  of  low-rent,  subsidized  housing  is  a  complex  one  and, 
in  our  opinion,  demands  considerable  study  of  needs  and  alter- 

native approaches  before  a  rational  proposal  can  be  made.  In 
the  absence  of  such  a  proposal,  we  have  no  alternative  but  to 
recommend  no  action  at  this  time.    We,  however,  do  not  reject 
the  concept  of  low- rent  housing  --  particularly  for  the  elder-- 
ly  --  and  under  Article  17  (Council  on  Aging)  we  have  recom- 

mended that  this  subject  be  thoroughly  studied  so  that  the  Town 
will  have  a  basis  for  making  a  decision. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  under 
Article  Third  of  the  November  30,  1970  Town  Meeting  so  that  an 
appropriation  of  "One  Dollar  ($1.00)"  is  made  instead  of  "a  sum 
of  money",  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AMEND  THE  VOTE  UNDER  ARTICLE 
THIRD  OF  THE  NOVEMBER  30,  1970  TOWN  MEETING  SO  THAT  AN  APPRO- 

PRIATION OF  "ONE  DOLLAR  ($1.00)"  IS  MADE  INSTEAD  OF  "  A  SUM  OF 
MONEY". 

This  is  to  complete  the  process  to  make  it  legal  for  the  Town 
to  own  that  portion  of  the  sanitary  landfill  property  that  is 
in  the  Town  of  Boxford. 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a  dump 
truck  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Commissioner,  to  purchase  said  truck,  or  take  any  action  rela- 

tive thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $11,000  FOR  A  DUMP  TRUCK  FOR  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 
AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  HIGHWAY 
COMMISSIONER,  TO  PURCHASE  SAID  TRUCK. 

The  Department's  1960  dump  truck,  the  oldest  of  its  five  trucks, 
has  reached  the  end  of  its  useful  life  and  needs  to  be  replaced. 
The  vehicle  requested  will  be  similar  in  size  and  capacity  to 
the  Department's  newest  truck  purchased  in  1948. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  the  office  of 
Highway  Surveyor  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  62  as  amended.    The  Highway  Surveyor 
shall  be  elected  for  three-year  terms  and  the  first  election 
shall  be  held  at  the  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting;  and  upon  the 
taking  of  office  by  the  newly  elected  Highway  Surveyor,  the 
office  of  Road  Commissioner  shall  be  terminated,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  FAVORABLE  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  job,  it  is  felt  that  the  necessity 
of  running  for  office  each  year  puts  continuous  and  unreason- 

able pressures  on  a  Highway  Commissioner  to  respond  to  demands 
which  may  sometimes  not  be  reasonable  or  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  Town  as  a  whole.    A  three-year  term,  it  is  felt,  will 
achieve  a  better  balance  between  a  healthy  pressure  to  serve  the 
Townspeople  and  the  necessity  of  being  free  to  make  proper  deci- sions . 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  under  the  provi- 
sions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8D,  a  historical 

commission  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  the  purpose  and  with 
the  rights  and  duties  provided  by  law,  to  be  composed  of  three 
members,  resident  of  the  Town,  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  for 
terms  of  three  years,  except  that  initial  appointment  shall  be 
one  member  for  one  year,  one  member  for  two  years  and  one  member 
for  three  years,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

185 



RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ESTABLISH  UNDER  THE  PROVI- 
SIONS OF  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  8D,  A  HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  AND  WITH 
THE  RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES  PROVIDED  BY  LAW,  TO  BE  COMPOSED  OF  THREE 
MEMBERS,  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  TOWN,  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN 
FOR  TERMS  OF  THREE  YEARS,  EXCEPT  THAT  INITIAL  APPOINTMENT  SHALL 
BE  ONE  MEMBER  FOR  ONE  YEAR,  ONE  MEMBER  FOR  TWO  YEARS,  AND  ONE 
MEMBER  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 

The  primary  duty  of  an  Historical  Commission  is  to  compile  and 
maintain  an  inventory  of  the  historic  assets  of  the  Town  for 
the  purposes  of: 

(1)  preserving  such  assets  from  destruction  caused  by 
zoning  changes  or  road  relocation; 

(2)  providing  the  Planning  Board  with  knowledge  of  his- 
toric sites  to  assist  them  with  their  planning  ac- tivities ; 

(3)  providing  documentation  from  which  publications  may 
be  prepared  for  educational  purposes ;  and 

(4)  providing  the  basis  from  which  the  local  commission 
may  suggest  areas  for  further  study  by  an  historic 
district  study  committee. 

Acting  as  the  official  watch  dog  over  our  historic  landmarks, 
this  commission  will  also  coordinate  the  activities  of  unoffi- 

cial,   private  bodies  organized  for  similar  purposes.    Our  local 
Historical  Society  --  one  such  private  organization  --  has  in- 

troduced this  article  and  supports  its  adoption.    We  have  re- 
viewed the  legislation  and  believe  that,  on  balance,  the  Town 

will  benefit  in  the  long  run  from  the  work  of  a  Town  constituted 
Historical  Commission. 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of 
law)    This  chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for 
police  officers  for  taking  certain  education  courses.    The  Town 
would  get  a  50%  reimbursement  for  such  increases. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
CHAPTER  835  OF  THE  ACTS  OF  1970  AS  AMENDED. 

In  1971  we  voted  no  action  on  this  article  as  we  felt  the  law 
as  it  was  worded  was  not  definite  enough  on  the  type  of  courses 
which  would  qualify  for  credits.    The  new  law  now  states  the 
courses  must  "tend  to  contribute  to  the  field  of  police  efforts 
and  effectiveness  of  police  departments"  and  has  set  up  a  re- 

view board  on  the  State  level  if  any  dispute  arises  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  course  qualifies. 

We  also  feel  that  this  incentive  pay  program  will  further  im- 
prove the  quality  of  police  protection  for  the  residents  of  the 

Town. 
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Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for  improv- 

ing drainage  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  the  correction  of  drainage 
problems  on  private  property  should  not  normally  be  undertaken 
by  the  Town  unless  the  Town  has  in  some  way  caused  or  compli- 

cated the  problem  through  highway  construction  or  other  similar 
actions  or  unless  the  situation  poses  a  health  or  other  hazard 
to  a  sizeable  segment  of  the  population.    The  subject  of  this 
article  does  not  appear  to  fall  into  any  of  these  categories, 
hence  it  is  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt 
the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVIII  --  Motor  Vehicles ,  Snow  Vehicles  and  Recreation 
Vehicles .    No  person  shall  use  or  operate  a  motor  vehicle,  trail 
bicycle,  motor  bicycle  or  similar  motorized  vehicle  which  is 
eligible  for  registration  under  Chapter  90B  of  the  General  Laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  a  snow  vehicle  or  recreation  vehicle 
as  defined  in  Section  20  of  said  Chapter  in  any  park  or  other 
Town  owned  property,  except  public  roads  and  streets,  without 
the  prior  written  consent  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  who  shall 
first  obtain  consent  of  the  Town  Board  having  the  responsibi- 

lity for  the  management  of  such  property.    Any  such  consent 
shall  be  temporary  in  nature,  shall  specify  the  period  of  time 
during  which  it  is  in  force  and  shall  only  be  granted  where 
the  proposed  use  or  operation  will  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Boards  granting  the  same,  be  detrimental  to  the  purpose  for 
which  such  property  is  owned.    Notwithstanding  anything  to  the 
contrary  hereinabove  contained,  parking  areas  established  for 
use  in  connection  with  such  part  or  such  other  public  property 
may  be  used  for  parking  purposes  without  prior  consent. 

No  person  shall  use  or  operate  any  such  vehicle  on  or  over  any 
private  property  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  without  the 
written  consent  of  the  owner  of  such  property. 

No  person  shall  operate  a  snow  vehicle  for  other  than  an  emer- 
gency between  the  hours  of  8:00  p.m.  and  8:00  a.m.,  except 

with  special  permission  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  special 
events . 

Any  person  violating  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  five  dollars  ($5.00)  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars 
($50.00) . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 
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Reviewing  Police  Department  records  showed  a  total  of  only 
twelve  snowmobile  and  the  same  number  of  mini -bike  complaints 
during  all  of  1971.    The  Police  Chief  reports  that  the  present" 
State  laws  governing  use  of  these  vehicles  is  currently  being 
studied  to  make  them  more  meaningful.    Hence,  with  only  a  few 
complaints,  it  is  felt  that  a  local  law  is  not  necessary  at 
this  time. 

Thirty -fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
retaining  professional  assistance  to  plan  for  the  future  growth 
and  development  of  the  Library  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or 
legal  expenses  connected  therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto.    Submitted  by  the  Library  Board  of  Trustees. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

As  a  result  of  discussions  with  the  Library  Trustees  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  result  of  the  study  referred  to  in  the 
Article  would  be  a  request  within  the  next  year  for  substan- 

tial funds  to  construct  an  addition  to  the  present  Library. 
While  the  Finance  Committee  agrees  that  expansion  of  the 
Library  will  ultimately  be  necessary,  it  is  felt  that  the  need 
is  not  immediate.    Since  a  study  such  as  the  one  requested,  if 
it  is  to  be  effective,  should  be  timed  to  immediately  precede 
any  recommended  construction,  we  feel  it  should  be  deferred 
along  with  any  new  construction  until  a  later  date. 

Thirty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 

expended  by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  and  equipping  a  maintenance  building,  in  the  Pine 
Grove  Cemetery,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  building  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  wish  to  construct  in 
the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  is  for  storage  of  equipment,  grave 
liners  and  certain  records .    We  feel  that  due  to  current  econ- 

omic conditions  and  our  appraisal  of  the  needs  for  a  new  build- 
ing that  the  Cemetery  Department  can  function  adequately  with 

the  existing  building  at  this  time.    The  Finance  Committee 
does  foresee  a  need  in  the  future  for  a  building  at  the  ceme- tery. 

Thirty -sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Maple  Lane  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on.  a  plan  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of 
said  way  and  name  it  "Maple  Lane". 
RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 
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The  Planning  Board  has  advised  us  that  Maple  Lane  does  not  meet 
all  requirements  for  acceptance  at  this  time. 

Thirty -seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous 
conveyance  of  a  strip  of  land  approximately  one-quarter  acre  in 
area  along  the  Northerly  side  of  Howie tt  Street  from  Roberta  L. 
Cargill,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto.    Said  strip  lies  across  the 
fronts  of  Lots  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  36,  38,  42  and  44  as 
shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Hewlett  Street,  Topsfield,  Surveyed 
for  Roberta  L.  Cargill,  Georgetown  Road,  Boxford",  by  C.  Lawr- 

ence Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor.    A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with the  Town  Clerk. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRATUITOUS  CONVEY- 
ANCE OF  A  STRIP  OF  LAND  APPROXIMATELY  ONE-QUARTER  ACRE  IN  AREA ALONG  THE  NORTHERLY  SIDE  OF  HOWLETT  STREET  FROM  ROBERTA  L. 

CARGILL,  TO  BE  USED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  WIDENING  SAID  STREET. 
SAID  STRIP  LIES  ACROSS  THE  FRONTS  OF  LOTS  24,  26,  28,  30,  32, 
34,  36,  38,  42  and  44  AS  SHOWN  ON  A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "HOWLETT 
STREET,  TOPSFIELD,  SURVEYED  FOR  ROBERTA  L.  CARGILL,  GEORGETOWN 
ROAD,  BOXFORD",  BY  C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  REG'D  SURVEYOR.    A  COPY OF  SAID  PLAN  IS  ON  FILE  WITH  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 

The  "S"  curve  that  now  exists  on  Howlett  Street  makes  it  very 
difficult  and  dangerous  for  Highway  Department  and  Fire  Depart- 

ment trucks  to  maneuver.     In  the  interest  of  safety  for  those 
who  live  and  use  the  road,  it  is  felt  that  the  "S"  curve  should 
be  straightened  out. 

Thirty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
and  authorize  the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of 
Police,  to  purchase  special  radio  equipment  for  the  police 
headquarters  in  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $2,300  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN,  WITH  ADVICE  OF 
THE  POLICE  CHIEF,  TO  PURCHASE  SPECIAL  RADIO  EQUIPMENT  FOR  THE 
POLICE  HEADQUARTERS  IN  THE  TOWN  HALL. 

The  purchase  of  this  special  equipment  will  provide  static  free 
communication  at  the  local  level  for  the  Police  Department  and 
Communication  Center.    Conversion  of  present  equipment  will 
make  it  possible  to  contact  most  Police  Departments  on  the 
North  Shore  during  any  emergency. 

Thi  rty-ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 

Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or 
to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services,  Inc.,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40, 
Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $2,100  FROM 
SURPLUS  REVENUE  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH  FOR  PROVIDING  PAYMENT  OF  SERVICES  RENDERED 
OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE  HEALTH  AND  EDUCATION  SERVICES,  INC. 
IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER 
40,  SECTION  5,  CLAUSE  40  AS  AMENDED. 

This  is  our  share  of  support  for  the  Mental  Health  Association 
which  covers  the  North  Shore.    Free  or  reduced  cost  services 
are  available  to  citizens  who  cannot  defray  their  own  ex- 

penses.   Services  have  been  expanded  to  include  citizens  of 
all  ages.     (Formerly  called  Mental  Health  Association  of  the 
North  Shore.) 

Fortieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Soil  Erosion  By-law  by 
striking  out  the  entire  by-law  as  adopted  at  a  Town  Meeting 
held  on  November  15,  1954,  and  all  amendments  thereto  made 
thereafter  and  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt  the  following 
by-law: 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW 

Section  1. 

No  person  shall,  without  a  permit,  remove  any  earth  material 
(loam,  sand,  gravel,  stone,  etc.)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield 
not  in  public  use. 

Topsoil  shall  be  retained  on  the  property  and  re-spread  by  the 
property  owner. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  topsoil  from  his  property, 
but  said  topsoil  must  be  retained  within  the  Town. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  gravel  and  fill  material 
from  his  property  for  use  outside  the  Town. 

For  violation  of  this  Section  or  Section  4  of  this  by-law  the 
penalty  shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense, 
one  hundred  (100)  dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hun- 

dred (200)  dollars  for  each  subsequent  offense.    Under  this  by- law each  individual  truck  load  removed  shall  be  considered  a 
violation. 

Section  2. 

Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board 
known  as  the  Soil  Removal  Board  (herein  referred  to  as  the 
Board) ,  the  membership  of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  one  member  from  the  Plan- 

ning Board,  one  member  from  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  and 
one  member  from  the  Conservation  Commission  or  an  abutter  to 
a  gravel  operation  in  the  Town. 
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Section  3. 

To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present 
to  the  Soil  Removal  Board,  the  following  items  when  required 
by  the  Board: 

a.  A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of 
the  land  conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-law 
and  approved  by  the  Planning  Board. 

b.  A  topographic  chart  in  5  foot  elevation  increments 
indicating  existing  contours  and  proposed  final 
contours . 

c.  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed material  removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect 

of  the  resulting  changes  in  water  run-off  on  the 
height  of  all  encompassed,  bordering  and  downstream 
surface  water.    Effect  on  both  the  lowest  and  highest 
water  levels  occurring  during  the  year  shall  be  con- 

sidered by  this  study.    This  report  shall  be  reviewed 
by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex  County 
Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable 
to  the  Board  and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board 
along  with  the  written  recommendations  of  the  review- 

ing agency,  such  recommendations  to  be  made  a  part  of 
the  records  of  the  Board.    This  requirement  shall 
apply  only  when  the  working  area,  when  combined  with 
any  previously  worked  area  on  the  premises,  exceeds 
one  acre. 

d.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  cur- 
rent abutters  of  the  property  where  such  removal  is 

proposed. 

e.  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner 
to  remove  material  from  the  property. 

f.  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property 
and  routes  within  the  Town. 

Failure  to  comply  with  these  provisions  shall  be  cause  for  re- 
vocation of  such  permit. 

In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccu- 
rate or  incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all 

provisions  have  been  met. 

Prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  for  applications  involving  a 
removal  area  of  five  or  more  acres,  a  public  hearing  shall  be 
held.    Before  such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all 
above  required  information  with  the  Board,  which  documents  shall 
be  a  public  record.    Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall 
be  given  each  abutter,  the  Conservation  Commission,  and  the 
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Planning  Board,  and  notice  shall  be  advertised  in  the  newspaper 
of  widest  circulation  in  Topsfield  ten  (10)  days  at  least  be- 

fore said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  applicant. 

For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  by-law,  all 
contiguous  land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corpora- 

tions or  trusts  having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as 
a  single  parcel.    All  persons  owning  land  having  at  least  one 
common  boundary  (including  roads)  with  such  single  parcel  shall 
be  considered  as  abutters  for  purposes  of  this  by-law. 

Section  4. 

The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed 
one  (1)  year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which,  in  its  discre- 

tion and  judgment  in  each  particular  case,  are  especially  de- 
signed to  prevent  personal  injury,  and  to  safeguard  the  sur- 

rounding district  and  the  Town  against  possible  permanent  and 
temporary  injury  to  values  in  the  district  during  or  after 
operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods  of  handling  such 
material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such  material 
through  the  Town. 

As  minimum  requirements  said  permits  shall  require  that: 

1.  The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state 
on  the  applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit. All  areas  within: 

a)  300  feet  of  any  street  line,  unless  a  lot  grading  to 
said  street  is  particularly  pertinent. 

b)  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line,  in  removal  per- 
mits in  excess  of  twenty  (20)  acres. 

c)  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling. 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  is  allowed  provided 
that  written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants 
is  first  obtained  and  filed  with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of 
trees  or  other  natural  screening  shall  be  allowed  without  per- mission of  the  Board. 

2.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  and  to  4:30  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday,  and  Saturday  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  Noon. 

3.  In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed 
above  the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared 
trees,  stumps,  and  brush  shall  be  removed  or  completely 
buried. 



4.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper 
than  one  (1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

5.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a 
minimum  depth  of  six  (6)  inches  and  seeded. 

6.  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part 
of  the  final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

7.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be 
removed  to  an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the 
maximum  water  table  elevation. 

8.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps 
or  other  material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by 
decay  shall  be  filed  with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Building 
Inspector,  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

9.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall 
be  buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

10.  In  removal  operations  involving  five  (5)  or  more  acres,  a 
bond  shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  covenant 
approved  by  the  Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety 
satisfactory  to  the  said  Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned 
upon  the  faithful  performance  by  the  applicant  of  the 
conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall  not  be  less 
than  $2,000  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any  area  in 
condition  other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned 
state  in  accordance  with  3,  4,  and  5  above.    Such  bond 
money,  if  forfeited,  shall  be  used  to  restore  the  property 
as  required  by  this  by-law. 

11.  The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  (5)  acres  at  any 
given  time . 

Section  5. 

Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  condi- 
tions of  the  permit  or  of  this  by-law  to  any  member  of  the  Board 

or  to  any  member  of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member 
shall  immediately  investigate  such  claim  of  violation.     If,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  member  or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any 
other  violation  has  been  committed,  said  member  shall  be  obli- 

gated and  empowered  to  order  immediate  termination  of  material 
excavation  and  all  related  activity. 

The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of  any 
term  of  the  permit  or  this  by-law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said 
violation  involves  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all 
material  shall  be  returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  de- 

fined in  Section  1  of  this  by-law  shall  be  levied.     If  said  in- 
fraction involves  violation  of  the  natural  buffer  areas,  material 193 



and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to  the  natural  grades  and  trees  de- 
stroyed shall  be  replaced  with  suitable  trees  of  the  size,  type 

and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Commission.    If  all 
corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reasonable  time 
stipulated  by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the 
penal  sum  provided  therein  paid  to  the  Town. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  ADOPT  THE  BY-LAW  AS  WORDED  UNDER 
ARTICLE  FORTIETH. 

The  Finance  Committee  believes  this  by-law  will  provide  better 
defined  rules  by  which  the  Town  can  control  fill  removal  opera- 

tions.   This  Article  has  the  support  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Board 
and  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Forty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  "a  fund  of  $5,000  be  appro- 
priated to  the  New  Meadows  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organ- 
ization of  professionals  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts ,  loca- 

ted at  9  East  Common,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  for  a  technical 
and  professional  services  program,  the  primary  purpose  of  which 
is  to  render  technical  and  professional  services  to  the  Town  of 
Topsfield.    Such  technical  and  professional  services  shall  in- 

clude, but  not  be  limited  to,  the  support  of  research  and 
development  studies  relating  to  the  impact  of  environmental, 
social  and  economic  problems  on  the  Town."    Submitted  on 
petition. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

On  advice  of  the  Attorney  General's  Office  the  Town  cannot, 
legally  appropriate  money  to  this  type  of  organization  until 
a  Certificate  of  Registration  is  issued  by  the  State. 

Forty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education 
and  prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $2,400  FOR  DRUG  EDUCATION  AND  PREVENTION,  SUCH  FUND 
TO  BE  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

This  money  will  be  disbursed  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  the  Tri- 
Town  Council  for  Drugs  and  Alcohol.    Similar  action  is  anti- 

cipated by  the  other  two  member  towns. 

Forty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans-" fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  a  fluoride  monitoring  device  and  authorize  the  pur- 

chase of  said  device  by  the  Water  Commissioners,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPRO- 
PRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $2,500  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  A  FLUORIDE 

MONITORING  DEVICE  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  PURCHASE  OF  SAID  DEVICE 
BY  THE  WATER  CQMMI SSI ONERS . 

This  device  is  the  second  of  the  two  requested  by  the  Water 
Commissioners.    The  first  monitoring  device  was  voted  by  the 
Town  in  1971.    We  feel  that  to  maintain  State  standards  for 
monitoring  the  dispensing  of  fluoride  into  the  Town  water 
system  it  is  necessary  to  replace  the  antiquated  monitoring 
device  now  in  use  by  the  department. 

Forty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town  Accountant 
to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  accounts 
to  the  surplus  revenue  account: 

(a)  1970  Chapter  90,  Construction 
(b)  1967  Tennis  Courts 
(c)  1963  Special  Drainage  Committee 
(d)  1963  Mosquito  Control  Committee 
(e)  1967  Cemetery,  new  truck, 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOIVN  AUTHORIZE  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT  TO  TRANS- 
FER THE  UNEXPENDED  BALANCE  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  ACCOUNTS  TO  THE 

SURPLUS  REVENUE  ACCOUNT: 

(a)  1970  CHAPTER  90,  CONSTRUCTION  $38.83 
(b)  1967  TENNIS  COURTS  $18.64 
(c)  1963  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE  $1,010.63 
(d)  1963  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  COMMITTEE  $454.37 
(e)  1967  CEMETERY,  NEW  TRUCK  $81.47 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transaction  which  is  necessary  to  close 
out  the  books  as  all  work  has  been  completed  and  no  further 
work  is  anticipated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KENNETH  W.  CASTNER,  Chairman 
FREDERIC  C.  HARTMAN 
CHARLES  M.  THING 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON 
RICHARD  R.  SMITH 
MICHAEL  E.  TYLER 
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Charles  E.  Pethybridge  and  Elsie  M.  Pethybridge,  son  Charles  and  daughter 
Lois  came  to  Topsfield  in  1924. 

Mr.  Pethybridge  was  Principal  of  the  Topsfield  Academy  and  Proctor  School 
to  retirement  in  1947. 

He  faithfully  served  as  an  Assessor  in  Topsfield  for  twenty- two  years, 
retiring  in  1972. 

Mr.  Pethybridge  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  an  active 
member  of  the  Chaese  §  Cracker  Club  and  enjoys  the  functions  and  trips 
of  the  Golden  Agers . 

Mr.  Pethybridge  enjoys  life  and  people.    Everybody  knows  and  loves 
Mr.  "Pethy". 

Thanks  from  the  Town  of  Topsfield. 





REPORT 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN     OF  TOPSFIELD 
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YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1972 





GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650  Population 

Number  of  Registered  Voters  -  2,996 

1900 
1950 
1965 
1970 

Total  Valuation 
(Taxable  Property) 
(Non- Taxable  Property) 

1,030 
1,409 
4,375 
5,193 

Number  of  Homes 

Churches : 

Congregational 
Catholic 
Episcopal 
Lutheran 

1.400 

Established  1663 
1945 
1957 
1961 

$28,442,197.00 
$  4,154,185.00 

Area  in  Square  Miles 

Miles  of  Town  Roads 
Library 

Volume  - 

12.86 

49.75 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1-72 

Elementary  K-6  936 
Junior  High  7-8  298 
High  School  555 

Protection 

number  of  books 
25,170 

Circulation  67,000 
Hours:    10-12  §  2-9 

(Monday  through 
Friday) 

10-2  Saturday 

Police  -  Full  Time:    Chief,  Sergeant,  6  Patrolmen 
Fire         Call  Department 

Town  Water  (hydrants)  -  Covers  78%  of  homes  and  businesses 

Communications  Center: Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Call  7-2121 
Town  flail  -  Business  -  Info  7-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston,  Mass.  02133 

State  Senator  William  L.  Saltonstall  -    3rd  Essex  Dist 

State  Representative         Robert  C.  Buell  12th  Essex  Dist 

Federal  Legislators  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
State  Senators:    Edward  M.  Kennedy 

Edward  W.  Brooke 

Congressman:         Michael  J.  Harrington  -  6th  District 

Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1972-1973 

ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr.  1973 
Selectmen:  Chairman    Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  1974 

Clerk        Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.  1975 
John  Sanger  1973 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter  1974 
Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle  1975 
Town  Collector  Deborah  D.  Moulton  1974 
Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble  1973 
Assessors    *Charles  E.  Pethybridge  1974 John  B.  Gamans  1975 

Anthony  D'Agostino  1973 
appt  David  Jordan  1973 

School  Committee    J.  Richard  Relick  J974 
Carlotta  Tyler  1974 
Suzanne  L.  Hart  1975 
Donald  Cox  1973 
Barbara  Hartford  1975 

Regional  District  School  Committee: 
Glenn  M.  Fay,  Superintendent 

Paul  Johnson  1975 
Carleton  Porter  1973 
Thomas  A.  Grady  1974 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District 
Agent  Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service 
District  Agent    James  N.  Chooljian 

Constable    Theodore  J.  Williams  1973 
Tree  Warden  §  Moth  Superintendent 

Wallace  H.  Knee land  1973 
Trustees  of  Town  Library    .  .  .    Ganson  Purcell,  Jr.  1975 

Helen  Shackford  1974 
Richard  H.  Stowe,  Jr.  1975 
Barbara  K.  Booth  1973 
Lynn  V.  Stevens  1973 
Peter  A.  Wilson  1974 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners:       Harold  M.  Kitching  1975 
Walter  K.  Anderson  1973 
Charles  R.  Mann  1974 

Cemetery  Commissioners:  ....    Joseph  P.  Friend  1975 
David  P.  Smallidge  1973 
Harold  T.  Fletcher  1974 

Park  Commissioners:  George  W.  Day  1975 
Douglas  W.  Rankin  1973 
Wallace  H.  Kneeland  1974 

Planning  Board:    Jackson  0.  Welsh  1975 
James  R.  Klock  1973 
Alvah  H.  Balentine  1974 

Robert  H.  Kla'r  1975 *David  Miller  1976 
appt    Donald  F.  Booth  1973 
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Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds:  .    C.  Lawrence  Bond 
Curtis  Campbell 
Francis  N.  Carter 

1975 1973 
1974 

APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee:    Frederic  C.  Hartman  1975 
Herbert  M.  Luz  1975 
Michael  E.  Tyler  1973 
Ri chard  R.  Smith  1973 

*Charles  M.  Thing  1974 
*Kenneth  W.  Castner,  Jr.  1974 
Julie  G.  Phalen  1974 

Chief  of  Police  Roger  G.  Peabody# 
Sergeant    Harold  Moore 
Regular  Patrolmen:    Philip  S.  Girard 

Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
William  H.  Howard,  Jr. 
Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 
Or in  A.  Nelson 

'    Richard  F.  Little 
Reserve  Patrolmen:    Luigi  J.  Angeline 

Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
William  T.  Gamble 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

Policewoman    Nellie  R.  Peabody 
Special  Police  Officers:     .  .  .    John  W.  Dwinell 

Chester  A.  Hood 
Fire  Department    Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Fire  Department:    Chief  ....    Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Deputy  Chief     Richard  E.  Crocker 
Deputy  Chief     Howard  L.  Stultz 
Deputy  Chief     Robert  A.  Wood 
Captain  .  .  .    Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 
Lieutenant.  .    Gordon  Newton 
Lieutenant .  .    Frank  Watson 
Lieutenant.  .    Richard  Wyman 

Town  Accountant    Francis  N.  Carter  1974 
Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 
Board  of  Health  Agent  John  Romanski 
Milk  Inspector  §  Bd  of  Health  In  John  Romanski 
Sanitary  Engineer    John  Romanski 
Dog  Officer  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 
Building  Inspector    Anthony  D'Agostino 
Gas  Inspector    Richard  E.  Crocker 
Plumbing  Inspector    Wendell  P.  Hall 
Wire  Inspector    Lester  E.  Shepard 
Inspector  of  Petroleum    ....    Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Animal  Inspector    Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 
Forest  Warden    Clifton  P.  Llliott 



Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood: 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal 
Alfred  N.  Andrews 
Clayton  Elliott 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  E.  Crocker 
Fred  Pickard 
Henry  Reed 
Harvey  W.  Perry 
Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 
Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper    Harry  W.  Fuller 
Field  Drivers:  Harry  W.  Fuller 

Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 
Trustees  for  Disbursement  of 

Poor  Funds   

Superintendent  of  Insect 
Pest  Control    Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

Burial  Agent    William  A.  Perkins 
Caretaker,  Soldiers  §  Sailors' Graves  .  .  .   John  R.  Gould 
Town  Forest  Committee:     ....  George  W.  Day 

Laurence  C.  Dosh 
1975 
1973 
1974 

Local  Coordinator 

Radiological  Staff  Officer 
Town  Insurance  Committee:  .  .  . 

John  J.  Hurley 
Civil  Defense 

Robert  A.  Wood 
Communication 

Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 
Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 
Alice  F.  Castle 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr. 

*John  M.  Hughes 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  Committee 
Suzanne  Hart 
John  J.  Bright 

Sanitation  Committee: 
Board  of  Health  John  Romanski 
Water  Department    Walter  K.  Anderson 
At  Large  George  H.  Gage 
Chairman    Dean  Harwood 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  John  W.  Peirce 
Special  Drainage  Committee: 
5-28-63    George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 

Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 

Memorial  Day  Committee:  ....    Douglas  Rankin  1975 
Clayton  H.  Elliott  1973 

Regional  Vocational-Technical 
Planning  Committee  .  .  . 

Nathaniel  Wetherbee 

Donald  Cox 
Jonathan  B.  Peck 
He lane  S.  Walker 

1974 
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Zoning  Appeal  Board:    Charles  Evans  1975 
Raymond  S.  Roberts  1973 
Clayton  F.  Rock  1974 
Frank  Butler  -  Alternate 

Soil  Erosion  Board:  Robert  A.  Klar 
Clayton  F.  Rock 
Francis  Miller 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  ....    James  0.  Woodbridge  1975 

Hugh  Bogart  1975 
E.  Michael  Brown  1974 
Carlotta  Tyler,  School  Committee 
Alvah  H.  Balentine,  Planning  Board 
Barbara  Wheatland  1973 
*Gerald  F.  Rourke  1974 

appt  William  J.  Kaehler  1973 
Thomas  H.  Englund  1974 
Mary  Wendel  1974 

Municipal  Services  Building 
Committee  (TM  3-2-64  Art  13  Alvah  H.  Balentine 

Philip' L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Robert  A.  Wood 

Recreation  Committee:    George  C.  Hinkley,  Jr. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
John  Bond 
Judson  Pratt 
Waldo  H.  Smith 
Gretchen  Stott 
John  A.  Harvey 

Conservation  Commission:     .  .  .  *Walter  Barndt  1974 
Barbara  Booth  1975 
Marlene  Schroeder  1973 
John  Nutter  1973 
*Derek  Van  Etten  1973 
^Barbara  Welsh 

appt    Elwood  D.  Bickford 
appt    Ganson  Purcell,  Jr. 

James  R.  Klock,  Planning  Board 
Board  of  Registrars:  Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 

George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr.  1975 
John  J.  Hurley  1973 
Edward  T.  Welch  1974 

Communications  Committee:  .  .  .    Robert  A.  Wood 
Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Topsfield  Conservation  Commission 
Tree  Planning  Committee : 

(3-10-69  Letter  fr  Conserv  Com)    Derek  Van  Etten,  Chairman 
Douglas  Rankin 
John  Nutter 

Environmental  Control  Committee:  John  Keohane,  Chairman 
John  Aulson 
Elwood  Bickford 
Charles  Curtis 

7  Charles  Evans 



Memorial  Plaque:    Douglas  Rankin 
Warren  K.  Thurston 
John  W.  Peirce 

Council  on  Aging:  Audrey  Iarocci Helen  P.  Dupouy 
Leslie  B. 
Robert  A. 

Fales 
Richman 

Gladys  C.  Andrews 
North  Shore  Regional  Vocational 

School  District  Committee     Donald  H.  Cox 
For  Use  of  Facilities  at 

Masconomet    Judson  W.  Pratt 
John  R.  Bond 
Robert  Rice 

1975 

Housing  Authority  (GL,  Chap  121B. 
Sec  3  -  Art  26,  1972).  .  . 

Ruth  S.  Repucci 

.    Paul  S.  Best 
Harold  E.  McGee 
Robert  E.  Simms 
Edith  G.  Collins 
Chester  W.  Carter 

Historical  Commission:     ....    Curtis  Campbell 
James  Fitzgerald 
Peter  Beacham 

O.E.O  Stanley  Cohen,  Chairman 
Plynn  Williams 
Christopher  Raible 

Committee  for  Better  Transportation 
Arthur  Sullivan 

1975 
1973 
1974 

Local  Board  of  Health  Nurse  .  . 
Tri-Town  Council  on  Drugs      .  . 

Building  Code  Study  Committee  . 

1973 
Robert  E.  Hartford  1973 
Ruth  Barnard  1973 
Dorothy  G.  DeMark,  Chairman 
Dana  Gatlin,  Town  Representative 
John  Wood,  Chairman 
Carl  Bergs trom 
Anthony  D'Agostino Oscar  Pad j en 

*  Resigned 

#  Tenure 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

BIRTHS 

Date  of  Birth Name  of  Child Name  of  Parents 

1972 

January  7 

January  13 

February  10 

February  14 

February  16 

February  29 

February  29 

March  16 

March  17 

April  3 

April  5 

April  25 

April  26 

May  8 

Thomas  Coon  Mori son 

Keith  Matthew  Allison 

Karen  Elizabeth  Kiley 

Carolyn  Andrea  Kincaid 

Danielle  Rae  Enos 

Karen  Lynne  Timmerman 

Shawna  Lee  Shields 

Philip  Scott  Crowley 

Kevin  Michael  White 

John  Rupert  Hollingworth 

Susanna  Christine  Kemper 

Jill  Diane  Shamroth 

William  Scott  Mitchell 

Robert  Tilton  Graffum  III 

Stephen  Geddes  Morison 
Marjorie  (Coon)  Morison 

Harry  Allison,  Jr. 
Joyce  Ellen  (Conn)  Allison 

Kevin  Joseph  Kiley 
Carol  Ann  (Volk)  Kiley 

Joseph  Raymond  Kincaid 
Beverly  Ann  (Cote)  Kincaid 

William  Franklin  Enos,  Jr. 
Joyce  Ann  (Walker)  Enos 

David  Carroll  Timmerman 
Susan  Jean  (Walker) 

Timmerman 
Glenn  Edward  Shields 
Diana  Gail  (Pickard)  Shields 

Robert  Bernard  Crowley 
Caroline  Dorothy  (Wiggins) Crowley 

Everett  Alden  White 
Grace  Lois  (Vatcher)  White 

Howard  Stanley  Hollingworth 
Anne  Marie  (DiVincenzo) 

Hollingworth 
Deane  Alwyn  Kemper 
Lillian  May(Johnsen)  Kemper 

Robert  Gerald  Shamroth 
( Dodds - B 1 oomgarden) 

Shamroth 
William  Henry  Ledger 

Mitchell  [I] 
Sandra  Lee  (Olson)  Mitchell 

Robert  Tilton  Graffum  I  1 
Patricia  Rose  (Tirrell) 

Graffum 



May  12 

May  14 

May  20 

May  20 

May  30 

May  30 

June  4 

June  6 

June  21 

June  29 

July  10 

July  12 

August  7 

August  9 

August  19 

August  21 

August  29 

September  3 

Cynthia  Jeanne  Sanger 

Gregory  Eugene  Kinney 

Amy  Christine  Crean 

Katherine  Elizabeth  Binder 

Wilson  River  Kern 

John  Benson  Kern 

Douglas  Owens  Wood 

Mark  Edward  Dandison 

Kelly  Ann  Pierce 

Mark  Albert  Gibe ley 

Annemarie  Savian 

Jason  Phillip  Carle 

Michael  Tucker  Brown 

Jason  Lee  Lycette 

Sandra  Tat j ana  Kuftinec 

Edward  Joseph  Garibaldi 

John  David  Glynn 

Sara  Phippen  Poor 

Dana  Eames  Sanger 
Sandra  Jeanne  (Gendron) 

Sanger 
Eugene  Marshall  Kinney 
Marilyn  Pearl  (Small)  Kinney 

Gerald  Joseph  Crean 
Cynthia  Lee  (Perkins)  Crean 

Charles  Alfred  Binder 
Marlen  Sigrid  (Puschert) Binder 

Harry  Charles  Kern 
Julia  Lewis  (Book)  Kern 

Harry  Charles  Kern 
Julia  Lewis  (Book)  Kern 

John  Philp  Wood 
Joan  Choate  (Stanley)  Wood 

Basil  Gray  Dandison 
Judy  Lynn  (Jacox)  Dandison 

David  William  Pierce 
Kathy  Frances  (Hafner)  Pierce 

Robert  Yunto  Gibe ley 
Dolores  Julie  (Cashman) Gibe ley 

Gregory  Hersch  Savian 
Sandra  Lynn  (Wilkinson) 

Savian 
Paul  Francis  Carle 
Joyce  Ellen  (Blume)  Carle 

Emmett  Michael  Brown 
Kristin  Isham  (Kiehl)  Brown 

Ronald  Lee  Lycette 
Janice  Ellen  (Dimock) 

Lycette Mladen  Mate j a  Kuftinec 
Ljiljana  (Fucijas)  Kuftinec 

Louis  Ernest  Garibaldi 
Linda  Marlene  (Spaim) 

Garibaldi 
Lawrence  James  Glynn,  Jr. 
Carolyn  Ann  (Fawcett)  Glynn 

Arthur  Phippen  Poor,  Jr. 
Loel  Anne  (Mercer)  Poor 
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September  27 

September  30 

October  lb 

October  20 

October  21 

October  29 

October  30 

November  18 

November  20 

November  6 

December  5 

December  15 

December  26 

December  28 

Stuart  MacPhee  Kleinfelter 
Pauline  Joan  (Connors) 

Kleinfelter 
Patricia  Therese  Frappier 

Paul  Thomas  McGovern 
Sandra  Ruth  (Evitts) 

McGovern 
Richard  Arthur  Hagan 
Barbara  Ann  (Jones)  Hagan 

Winfield  Richard  Gray 
Carol  Elaine  (Giles)  Gray 

Myles  Stuart  Kleinfelter 

Frappier 

Troy  Stephen  McGovern 

Kathleen  Hagan 

Winfield  Harris  Gray 

Abigail  Lyn  Stowe 

Karen  Jean  Curt is s 

Douglass  Merservy  Winship 

Susan  Elizabeth  Spear 

Jennifer  Lynn  Clewes 

Jennifer  Mary  Watson 

Bronson  Garth  Hoppe 

Peter  Jared  Dupont 

Matthew  Pratt  Downs 

Richard  Henry  Stowe,  Jr. 
Barbara  Elaine  (Dodge)  Stowe 

William  Pitt  Curtiss 
Katherine  Alexandria 

(Adelsox)  Curtiss 
Robert  Louis  Winship 
Susan  Eves  (Arnold)  Winship 

Stanley  William  Spear,  Jr. 
Beverly  Ann  (Sawasta)  Spear 

Dale  Raymond  Hoppe 
Gretchen  Lynn  (Vesely)  Hoppe 

Wayne  Hartshorn  Dupont 
Patricia  Joanne  (Conti)  Dupont 

Charles  Broome  Tertius  Downs 
Emily  Valerie  (Buckley)  Downs 

Ronald  Joseph  Clewes 
Karen  Jean  (Gage)  Clewes 

John  Thomas  Watson 
Carol  Jean  (Bishop)  Watson 
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MARRIAGES 

1972 

February  19        Harry  Winfield  Perkins  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Winfield  H. 
and  Norma  R.  (Walsh)  Perkins.    Brenda  Anne  Hamilton 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Roger  A.  and  Martha  (Mortimer) 
Hamilton.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  18  Richard  E.  Thompson  (Topsfield),  son  of  Edwin  A.,  Jr. 
and  Helen  L.  (Lombard)  Thompson.    Roberta  L.  MacKay 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Earl  E.  and  Bertha  0.  (Price) 
MacKay.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  25  Donald  H.  Cox,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Donald  H.  and 
Carol  H.  (Wass)  Cox.    Jennifer  Snider  (Boxford) , 
daughter  of  John  N.  and  Priscilla  (Parker)  Snider. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  1  Stephen  J.  Moore  (Topsfield),  son  of  William  B.,  Jr. 
and  Ruth (Payne)  Moore.    Amantha  J.  Stacy  (Amherst,  N. 
H.),  daughter  of  Russell  C.  and  Martha  E.  (Strong) 
Stacy.    Married  in  Amherst,  N.  H. 

April  15  David  C.  Ellis  (Braintree) ,  son  of  Chester  0.  and 
Florence  G.  (Moody)  Ellis.    Katherine  A.  Rafferty 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Anne  Louise 
(Lyons)  Rafferty.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  6 Richard  Y.  Ingraham  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  James  F.  and 
Carrie  F.  (Upton)  Ingraham.    Louise  (Fenno)  Mead, 
daughter  of  George  P.  and  Freda  (Roberts)  Fenno. 
Married  in  Boxford. 

May  20  Kendall  H.  Magee  (Topsfield),  son  of  Sumner  G.  and 
Barbara  0.  (Batchelder)  Magee.    Gail  Van  Geyte  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Ann  E.  (Foley)  Van 
Geyte.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  21  Wayne  Michael  Connors  (Danvers) ,  son  of  John  P.  and 
Constance  (Perkins)  Connors.    Dianne  K.  Fryer  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Baron  P.,  Jr.  and  Sally  (Roberts) 
Fryer.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  26  Roger  W.  Spoerry  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Jack  T.  and 
Dorothy  E.  (Coutryman)  Spoerry.    Deborah  M.  Frost 
(Danvers),  daughter  of  Alton  L.  and  Marjorie  T. 
(Crowdis)  Frost.    Married  in  Danvers. 

May  26  Edward  H.  Stanton  (Beverly) ,  son  of  John  H.  and  Dora 

Mae  (Winlock)  Stanton.    Lenore " (Ballard)  Greene  (Tops- field) ,  daughter  of  Richard  N.  and  Mabel  F.  (Shadbolt) 
Ballard.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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May  27  Paul  Phillippi  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  A.  Karl  and  Vera 
B.  (Barker)  Phillippi.  Jean  Louise  Haddaway  (Boxford) . 
daughter  of  Warren  M.and  Edy the -Jean  (Miller)  Haddaway. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  27  Ernest  M.  Demsey,  Jr.  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Ernest  M.  and 
Evelyn  M.  (Hilyard)  Demsey,  Sr.    Maureen  S.  O'Brien 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  Clement  G .  and  Joan  (Uniac) 
O'Brien.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  27  Stephen  W.  Nutter  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  John  C.  and 
Harriot  (Purinton)  Nutter.    Cynthia  A.  Desmond  (George- 

town) ,  daughter  of  Donald  I .  and  Alicia  (Palczynski) 
Desmond.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  3  Simon  F.  Fahey  (Boston) ,  son  of  Simon  and  Evelyn  A. 
(Beagan)  Fahey.    Sandra  Lea  Bowles  (Boston) ,  daughter 
of  Lester  H.  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Brodie)  Bowles. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  3  Scott  A.  Mayo  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Edwin  D.  and  Margaret 
J.  (Carney)  Mayo.    Cynthia  Perry  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Harvey  W.  and  Martha  A.  (Peabody)  Perry.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  10  Daniel  Rankin  Hueni  (Lansing,  Michigan) ,  son  of  John 
Frederick  and  Katherine  Belle  (Rankin)  Hueni.  Jenni- 

fer Wendy  Perkins  (New  York,  New  York),  daughter  of 
Joshua  Dean  and  Charlotte  Hill  (Babb)  Perkins. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  10  Peter  A.  Jaquith  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Donald  F.  and 
Eleanor  S.  (Smith)  Jaquith.    Leslie  B.  Groper  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Lewis  B.  and  Martha  Ruth  (Bush) 
Groper.    Married  in  Beverly. 

June  11  William  G.  Rogers  (Danvers),  son  of  Joseph  and  Anne 
(Medeiros)  Rogers.    Jean  L.  (Mas tone)  Salvoti  (Revere), 
daughter  of  Angelo  and  Rose  (D'Apice)  Mastone. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  16  Dwight  E.  Stotler  (St.  Louis,  Missouri),  son  of  Earl 
E.  and  Eunice  M. (Griggs)  Stotler.    Mary  Carolyn  Longo 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Rebecca  A. 
(Burnham)  Longo.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  17  Harold  R.  Moore  (Boxford),  son  of  James  S.  and  Marilyn 
F.  (Soper)  Moore.    Colleen  D.  D'Agostino  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Charlotte  E.  (Pelczar) 
D'Agostino.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  23  Walter  P.  Wells  (Topsfield),  son  of  Wendell  P.  and 
Frances  (Kras)  Wells.    Georgette  L.  Bernier  (Salem), 
daughter  of  Edward  J.  and  Theresa  L.  (Nadeau)  Bernier. 
Married  in  Salem.  13 



June  24  Conrad  Bernard  Dumas  (East  Hartford,  Connecticut) ,  son 
of  Reno  and  Anna  (Hebert)  Dumas.    Cynthia  Ross  (Boxford) 
daughter  of  James  F.  and  Barbara  Jane  (Poblenz)  Ross. 
Married  in  Tops fie Id. 

June  24  Wallace  H.  Kneeland  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Clarence  H.  and 
Maude  C.  (Guptill)  Kneeland.    Mary  L.  Livingston  (Tops- 
field),  daughter  of  Ralston  D.  and  Lizzie  L.  (Graffam) 
Livingston.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  25  Arthur  Gunnar  Peterson,  Jr.  (Boxford),  son  of  Arthur 
Gunnar  and  Eleanor  Ruth  (Nowlan)  Peterson.  Illona 
Classen  (Middleton) ,  daughter  of  Wilhelm  and  Irmgard  H. 
(Meischler)  Classen.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  1  Gordon  MacKinnon  (Dover,  N.  H.),  son  of  Ralph  and 
Doris  (Kienle)  MacKinnon.    Christine  Marie  Consiglio 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Eleenore  (Dodd) 
Consiglio.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  1  Donald  E.  Hood  (Topsfield),  son  of  Ralph  S.  and  Bertha 
F.  (Gilford)  Hood.    Pamela  M.  Hoffman  (Danvers), 
daughter  of  Clifford  E.  and  Madge  A.  (Gates)  Hoffman. 
Married  in  Danvers. 

July  1  Wayne  Walter  Fieldsa  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Walter  F. 
and  Doris  (Assabqui)  Fieldsa.    Robin  Merriweather 
Harris  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Joseph  MacBride  and 
Lee  D.  (Wood)  Harris.    Married  in  Boston. 

July  2  Stephen  V.  Carter  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Francis  N.  and 
Mary  Jane  (Vicary)  Carter.    Donna  M.  (Evitts)  Schott, 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Earle  E.  and  Thelma  R. 
(Greenough)  Evitts.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 

July  2  Donald  M.  Jansen,  Jr.  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Donald  M. 
and  Marion  (Kenny)  Jansen.    Margaret  A.  O'Brien  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Florence  (Power)  O'Brien. Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  3  Francis  H.  Harrigan  (Topsfield),  son  of  Patrick  J.  and 
Lillie  G.  (Shaw)  Harrigan.    Eleanor  L.  (Hickey)  Chew 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Lyman) 
Hickey.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  8  Robert  E.  Hogan  (Salem),  son  of  James  J.  and  Margaret 
J.  (Nagle)  Hogan.    Helen  A.  (Burns)  Talberth  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Kenneth  H.  and  Gladys  C.  (Leighton)  Burns. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  9  Jonathan  Dow  Rick  (Beverly,  New  Jersey),  son  of  Philip 
G.  and  Lillian  J.  (Libby)  Rick.    Judith  Anne  Hempstead 
(Boxford),  daughter  of  David  G.  and  Margaret  F. 
(Burrill)  Hempstead.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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July  15 David  W.  Bickel  (Lansing,  Michigan),  son  of  Rev. 
Eldor  F.  and  Dorothy  M.  (Schleimer)  Bickel.  Christine 
J.  Larson  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Rev.  Clifford  G.  and 
Dorothy  E.  (Dohn)  Larson.      Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  29  Gary  Neil  Fernie  (Boxford) ,  son  of  George  and  Juliette 
A.  (Bouchard)  Fernie.    Donna  June  Behrens  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Henry  and  June  M.  (Bourque)  Behrens. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

August  5  James  B.  Bean,  III  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  B.  Bean, 
Jr.  and  Mary  (Currie)  Bean.    Judith  E.  Hanson  (Danvers) 
daughter  of    Charles  Dwight,  Sr.  and  Ellen(O'Neill) 
Hanson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

August  5  Myron  Moulton  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Myron  A.  and  Grace 
(Phalen)  Moulton.    Anna  (Salvo)  Anzalone  (Maiden) , 
daughter  of  Dominick  and  Rose  (Pepe)  Salvo.  Married 
in  Lynn. 

August  5  Robert  Colby  Getchell  (Topsfield),  son  of  Colby  C.  and 
Doris  E.  (Tedford)  Getchell.    Janice  C.  Ruggiero  (Dan- 

vers) ,  daughter  of  Joseph  J.  and  Mary  V.  (Frazier) 
Ruggiero .    Married  in  Danvers . 

August  6  Charles  E.  Pickard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Tilton  C.  and 
Martha  A.  (Coffey)  Pickard.    Alison  A.  Knobloch 
(Middleton) ,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alice  (Bovin) 
Knobloch.    Married  in  Middleton. 

August  19  LeBarroji  R.  Barker  IV  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  LeBarron  R. 
Barker  III  and  Constance  (Rowen)  Barker.  Susan  Martin 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  Raymond  L.  and  Kathleen  (Lyons) 
Martin.    Married  in  Georgetown. 

August  26  James  L.  Mahen,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  L.  and 
Anne  M.  (DiNucci)  Mahen.    Cheryl  A.  Quimby  (Bedford, 
New  Hampshire) ,  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Gloria 
(Chamberlain)  Quimby.    Married  in  Middleton. 

August  26  Donald  W.  MacAskill,  son  of  William  and  Bernice 
(Taylor)  MacAskill.    Nancy  J.  Dore  (New  Hampshire), 
daughter  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Landers)  Dore. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

August  30  John  F.  O'Meara,  Jr.  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  John  F.  and 
Theresa  L.  (Gallant)  O'Meara.    Carol  (Heard)  Woodbury 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Arthur  S.  and  Olive  I. 
(Curville)  Heard.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 

September  1         Lawrence  W.  Brown  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Arthur  W.  and 
Phyllis  M.  (LeBlanc)  Brown.    Andrea  M.  Gaudet  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  of  Wilfred  R.  and  Rose  R.  (Hitchcock) 
Gaudet.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 
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September  1        Kenneth  P.  Nangle  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Philip  H.  and 
Jacqualine  (Saulnier)  Nangle.    Robin  E.  (Way)  Barbett 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Robert  R.  and  Ear line  Loree 
(Ernest)  Way.    Married  in  Amesbury. 

September  2         David  Kimball  Balser  (Topsfield),  son  of  Arthur  E.  and 
Wilma  (Wentworth)  Balser.    Susan  Lee  Esty  (Danvers) , 
daughter  of  Wendell  F.  and  Helen  (Savory)  Esty. 
Married  in  Danvers. 

September  3        Peter  J.  Kopoulas  (Lynn),  son  of  John  and  Annastasia 
(Yokas)    Kopoulas.    Susan  D.  D'Agostino  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Pasquale  and  Betty  (Baker)  D'Agostino. 
Married  in  Lynnfield. 

September  9        L.  Michael  Nolan  (Peabody) ,  son  of  Leo  J.  and  Gloria 
A.  (Goss)  Nolan.    Elaine  M.  Hamilton  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Roger  A.  and  Martha  E.  (Mortimer)  Hamil- 

ton.   Married  in  Topsfield. 

September  23       Michael  J.  Wright  (Ipswich) ,  son  of  Donald  and  Mary 
(Minichello)  Wright.    Christine  L.  Reidy  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  F.  Parker  and  Charlotte  M.  (Dodge)  Reidy. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

September  24       Gary  J.  McClellan  (Topsfield),  son  of  Theodore  M.  and 
D.  Jean  (Lough)  McClellan.    Darlene  E.  Luz  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Richard  J.  and  Arlene  M.  (Whitcomb)  Luz. 
Married  in  Swampscott. 

October  6  Andrew  L.  Noyes  (Gloucester),  son  of  William  Roads,  Jr. 
and  Eleanor  Andrea  (Brooks)  Noyes.  Mary  Ann  (Mackey) 
Thompson  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  George  F.  and  Ethel 
(Grant)  Mackey.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

October  7  Russell  Davis  Stanley  (Gardner) ,  son  of  Richard  and 
Agnes  (O'Connell)  Stanley.    Carol  Ann  Briggs  (Temple- 
ton),  daughter  of  Frank  and  Ruth  (Simonds)  Briggs. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

October  14  Charles  Kenneth  Savag©,    Jr.  (Ipswich) ,  son  of 
Charles  K.  and  Katherine  (Larchar)  Savage.  Alice 
Catherine  Hennessey  (Ipswich) ,  daughter  of  William 
F.  and  Eleanor  (Jeffrey)  Hennessey.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

October  14  Victor  A.  Noll  (Topsfield),  son  of  Lewis  H.  and  Lois 
A.  (Parker)  Noll.    Robin  S.  Conrad  (Beverly),  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Clara  T.  (Augustynowicz)  Conrad. 
Married  in  Salem. 

October  15  Paul  C.  Tracy  (Tewksbury) ,  son  of  Joseph  Lewis  and 
Phyllis  E.  (Scribner)  Tracy.    Lacey  A.  Prior  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Gregory  C. ,  Jr.  and  Audrey  A.  (Constable) 
Prior.    Married  in  Tewksbury. 



October  28  Vernon  Emerson  Nulk  (Falmouth),  son  of  Donald  E.  and 
Frances  E.  (Wood)  Nulk.    Marcia  Jane  Peaslee  (Plaistow. 
New  Hampshire),  daughter  of  Irving  E.  and  Anna  E. 
(Ford)  Peaslee.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

November  18 

December  2 

Harold  J.  Seigle  (Norwich,  Connecticut),  son  of  Mathew 
and  Rehba  (Cohien)  Seigle.    Rosemarie  (Bailey)  Loring, 
daughter  of  William  E.  and  Selma  (Funk)  Bailey. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Douglas  Gisonno  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Louis  A.  and  Elsie 
M.  (Boehmke)  Gisonno.    Susan  McGui re  (Lynn),  daughter 
of  Arthur  and  Elizabeth  Cannon  McGuire.    Married  in 

Lynn. 
December  4  Brian  J.  Dowling  (Norwood) ,  son  of  Emmet t  P.  and 

Eileen  (Tyler)  Dowling.    Betsy  Lampert  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  David  and  Irma  (Mendelsohn)  Lampert. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

December  5  Louis  F.  Gray  (Springlake,  New  Jersey),  son  of  Law- 
rence F.  and  Helen  F.  (Pawlik)  Gray.    Janice  M.  Patch 

(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Philip  Edson  and  Edith  L. 
(Litchfield)  Patch.    Married  in  Maiden. 

December  9  Robert  F.  Sanner,  Jr.  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Robert  F. 
and  Caroline  E.  (Pflugfelder)  Sanner.    Kristin  M. 
Stott  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Chester  W.  and  Gretchen 
L.  (Johnson)  Stott.    Married  in  Lynn. 

December  9  William  Carl  Kitchenmaster  (Gloucester) ,  son  of  Dwight 
and  Josephine  (Marks)  Kitchenmaster.    Gayl  Louise 
Johnson  (Amesbury) ,  daughter  of  Clifton  and  Louise 
(Trastel)  Johnson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

December  22         Glenn  Elton  Sultemeier    (Johnson  City,  Texas) ,  son  of 
Amil  and  Leora  (Specht)  Sultemeier.    Wendela  Mary 
Allen  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Theodore  E.  and  Johanna 
(Blaauw)  Allen.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

December  29         Ramon  Sada  Matsubara  (Memphis,  Tennessee),  son  of 
Takeji  and  Frances  Harriet  (White)  Matsubara.  Suzanne 
Pauline  LaMontague  (Salem) ,  daughter  of  Posario  and 

Theresa  G.(Beaulieu)  LaMontague.    Married  in  'iopsficld. 

December  30        Arthur  L.  Eilertson  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Arthur  0.  and 
Abigail  Luena  (Dodge)  Eilertson.    Gretchen  A.  (Lotz) 
McCarthy  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Howard  W.  and  Mildred 
A.  (Carroll)  Lotz.    Married  in  Manchester. 
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DEATHS 

1972 

February  9  John  A.  MacMillan,  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret 
(Maxwell)  MacMillan.    Age  72  years,  10  months,  26 
days.       Buried  in  Topsfield. 

February  11        Florence  R.  (Ruiter)  Sawyer,  wife  of  William  G. 
Sawyer  and  daughter  of  Byron  Ruiter.  Age  63  years. 
Buried  in  Peabody. 

March  23  Alice  L.  Lake,  daughter  of  Otto  E.  and  Flora  (Adams) 
Lake.    Age  96  years,  3  months,  1  day.    Buried  in 
Salem. 

April  13 Charles  T.  Wrest,  son  of  James  and  Ellen  (Grieg) 
Wrest.    Age  74  years,  6  months,  26  days.    Buried  in 
Danvers . 

April  14  Alexander  Gangi,  son  of  Damiano  and  Gesualda(Abbadessa) 
Gangi.    Age  60  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

May  6  Sarah  J.  (O'Donnell)  King,  widow  of  Patrick  J.  King 
and  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Sarah  (Hughes)  O'Donnell. 
Age  85  years,  8  months,  19  days.    Buried  in  Lynn. 

June  12  Robert  J.  Grenier,  son  of  Aromore  and  Edith  (Ferris) 
Grenier.    Age  58  years.    Buried  in  Everett. 

June  16  Marcia  Betty  (Scheinfein)  Ross,  wife  of  Henry  H.  Ross 
and  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rose  (Eichenstein)  Schein- 

fein.   Age  50  years,  5  months,  24  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

June  25  Florence  M.  (Derry)  Fuller,  widow  of  John  W.  Fuller 
and  daughter  of  Fred  J.  and  Florence  (Gould)  Derry. 
Age  84  years,  3  months,  20  days.    Buried  in  Middleton. 

August  14  Anna(Collette)  Dionne,  wife  of  Frank  Dionne  and 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Mercier)  Collette. 
Age  77  years,  6  months,  27  days.    Buried  in  Lynn. 

September  13       Richard  S.  Burton,  son  of  Harry  E.  and  Amy  L.  (Moberg) 
Burton.    Age  62  years,  11  months.    Buried  in  Everett. 

September  19       Lila  May  (Deering)  Wildes,  widow  of  J.  William  Wildes 
and  daughter  of  Frederick  W.  and  Delia  May  (Frame) 
Deering.    Age  77  years,  5  months,  17  days.  Cremated 
in  Salem. 

October  5  Leon  W.  Buttrick,  son  of  Joseph  S.  and  Grace  A.  (Colby) 
Buttrick.    Age  58  years,  9  months,  26  days.  Buried 
in  West  Peabody. 

18 



October  22  Roy  F.  Ford,  son  of  Howard  and  Isabelle  (Andrews) 
Ford.    Age  75  years,  8  months.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

October  30  Bertha  G.  (Coffin)  Kaulback,  widow  of  Ralph  M.  Kaul- 
back  and  daughter  of  George  and  Jennie  (Guild)  Coffin. 
Age  89  years,  4  months,  1  day.    Buried  in  Maiden. 

November  11         Raymond  C.  Ford,  son  of  Howard  and  Isabelle  (Andrews) 
Ford.    Age  72  years,  1  month,  12  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

November  16        Marguerite  (Lovewell)  Grigg,  widow  of  Harry  Grigg  and 
daughter  of  Joseph  T.  and  Caroline  B.  (Barnes)  Lovewell. 
Age  86  years,  1  month,  27  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

November  20         Roy  C.  Ford,  son  of  Roy  F.  and  Edna  (Peabody)  Ford. 
Age  53  years,  2  months.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

October  22  Jennifer  Colter,  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Joy  P.  (Peach) 
Colter.    Age  12  years,  1  month,  4  days.    Burried  in 
Topsfield. 
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DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 

Date Years Mos. 

Day 

1972 

Jan.  9 Lucy  (Garbutt)  Jenkins,  Plymouth 
94 

0^ 

0 

Feb.  25 Alma  (Thompson)  Allen,  Danvers 91 3 5 

Mar.  4 Ralph  C.  Knight,  Sr. ,  Melrose 
73 

1 
23 

April  10 Merton  L.  Tracy,  DeLeon  Springs,  Fla. 71 0 0 

April  23 Ina  L.  (Hussey)  Tucker,  Beverly 83 2 4 

May  9 Ida  (Phillips)  Downs,  Danvers 78 0 0 

June  6 Carrie  I.  (Burns)  Palmer,  Haverhill 
93 

0 1 

June  15 Rena  (Palmer)  Ingraham,  Danvers 
79 

8 
27 

July  11 Sarah  Evelyn  Gould,  Hamilton 82 11 1 

July  14 Andrew  Dale  Farrar,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 
38 

0 0 

July  17 William  Truesdale  Andrews,  Ventura,  Cal.65 6 
29 

Aug.  1 Mary  A.  Perkins ,  Danvers 
96 

4 6 

Aug.  2 Anna  (Thompson)  Barry,  Beverly 
73 

9 7 

Aug.  4 Balev-f.  (Baby  Boy) ,  Tops  fie  Id Still born 

Sept.  8 Porte^  Harvey  Peabody,  Georgetown 68 8 13 

Sept.  18 Mary  M  rgaret  MacLean,  Watertown 86 4 11 

Sept.  24 Paul  J    Anderson,  Boxford 75 8 2 

Oct.  11 Hattie  A.  Griffin,  Rochester,  N.  H. 
87 

0 0 

Oct.  30 Ada  L.  (Welch)  Elwell,  Danvers 

87' 

3 15 

Nov.  23 Joseph  A.  Surette,  Rowley 81 3 
12 

Dec.  17 Ester  (Anderson)  Lounsbury,  Worcester 
73 10 

12 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

March  20,  1972 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:15  p.m.  and  he 
declared  a  quorum  was  present.    The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and 
the  Return  of  the  Constable,  stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly 
advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded.    The  Moderator  corrected  two 
errors  in  the  Report  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March  1,  1971. 
The  first  error,  page  31,  under  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
of  article  Twenty  should  read:    "The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  Homestead  Way  as  a  public  way,  to  accept 
a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  the  way  referred  to  in  the  Article  and 
name  it,  "Homestead  Way".    The  second  error,  page  32,  under  the  Fi- 

nance Committee's  recommendation  of  Article  Twenty-second  should 
read:    "The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  ac- 

cept Wiimor  Road  as  a  public  way,  to  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance 
of  the  way  referred  to  in  the  Article  and  name  it,  "Wiimor  Road". 

First        To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Peck  gave  a  report  pertaining  to  an  appeal  by  the  Tops- field  Athletic  Association. 

Second        To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors: 

Helen  M.  Brown Homemaker 1970 
Roger  J.  Edwards Retired 1970 

Mary  M.  Howlett Homemaker 1970 
Beatrice  H.  Keddy Homemaker 1970 
Primo  A.  Lombardi Investigator 1970 
Rosalie  A.  Mann Homemaker 1970 

Ann  Marshall Homemaker 1970 

Mary  E.  Reid Homemaker 1970 
flay  den  R.  Shepley Architect 1970 
Phyllis  M.  Shields Homemaker 1970 

Alfred  R.  Worthen,  Jr. Real  Estate 1970 
Frances  W.  Nulk Homemaker 1970 

Ronald  J.  Cheatham Supervisor 
1971 

Harold  C.  Lindstrom Analyst 1971 
Anna  M.  Johnson Homemaker 1971 
Michael  D.  Fletcher Self-employed 1971 
Patricia  R.  Burley Homemaker 1971 21 



IHJWdX  LI    JJ  •  VVUUU. CUULdLUI 1  Q71 
UCUIgC  vv .  jjdy Gardener 1  Q71 iy  /i 

11  Hid            J-iculipCl  L OUJUCJIldJVcX 1  Q71 j.y  /  i 

Margaret  J.  Regii Homemaker iy /i 
Ruth  B .  Humphreys Homemaker 1  Q71 iy  / 1 
Harriot  P .  Nutter Homemaker 

iy  I  x 

Nathanial  G .  Wetherbee Banker 1  071 iy  / 1 
Ann  Wilcox Homemaker iy  /i 
Alice  B.  Warren Retired 1  Q71 ±y  / 1 
Philip  E.  Hagar Mink  Farmer 1  Q71 iy /i 
nllLC   JJ .  DldUocI Homemake  r 1  Q71 iy  / 1 
Anl'Vinnv   A      T  pnnrp i x ucjs.  jjiivei 1  Q71 ±y  /  x 
i/iiiiuic  vi.   f\iLz>  lccj locn OUlllCllldJ\fc;  X 1  Q7? ±y  /  l 
Gladys  M.  Bickford 1  IVJlll^llld-IvC  1 1972 
L.ldIlboC  DUCUlCl Homemake  r 1  Q7? ±y  /  z 
Ruth  Bouchard HnmpinaVpr 1972 
IwOU      VjI  1 1  1 J  J  1  J Hnmpnakpr 1  IV^Mllv^lUdlV^  1 1972 T  pc  lip   R      Ti  g  1  p c Y)  r^-f-  i  -res/A 1  07? 
FJdUX  d  iJUIJJloUJl nuJiiciiidJvc  x 1  Q7? ±y  /  L Tnnp  M  Kpnnv \J  KJU  It*     11  ■      lV^l  11 IV Hnmpm^VpT 1  lUJUCilldI\.C  1 1972 
lvldl  t U.t;X  _L  Lt?  J\1_J1P flUJUcilldAc  X 1  Q7? ±y  /  z 
XAJ  Ii.3    l_> X  UJ XJVl ULC nUJIlcJIldAc  X 1  Q7? ±y  /  z 
iVC^lJXdXU.  LcWlb J\C  LXI  CU 1  Q7? xy  /  l 
Avis  R.  Longo Homemaker 1972 
John  Northey Artist 1972 
Cecil  A.  Payne Contract  Manager 1972 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss Retired 1972 
Anna  L.  Rosenkranz Homemaker 1972 
Mary  W.  Sanger Homemaker 1972 
John  Schumacher Pilot 1972 
Betty jane  Walsh Homemaker 1972 
Dorothy  Wass Homemaker 1972 
Mary  Jane  Dube Homemaker 1972 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  moved  acceptance  of  the  above  jury  list, 
which  was  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Third        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning 
January  1,  1972  and  January  1,  1973.,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 

visions of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and  U 
renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  on< 
year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  17,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  revenue  for  the  financial  years 
beginning  January  1,  1972  and  January  1,  1973  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  General  Laws.,  Chapter  44,  Section  4  as  amended,  ar 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  thar 
one  year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  17,  as  amended. 
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Fourth        To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  high- 
ways and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensa- 
tion of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the 

manner  of  expending  same. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways,  and  all  other  town  ex- 

penses and  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective 
officers  from  January  1  in  accordance  with  the  amounts  set  forth  be- 
low. 

Moderator 
$  30, 

,00 Planning  Board: 
Selectmen: Chairman 

$  350, 

.00 

Chairman 400. ,00 Clerk 250. ,00 
Clerk 800. ,00 Town  Clerk 

1,100. 
.00 

Other  Member 300. ,00 Road  Commissioner 
9,150. 

,00 

Town  Treasurer 
4,000. 

,00 
Tree  Warden  -  Aggregate 

Town  Collector 3,500.00 not  to  exceed 600, ,00 
Assessors : to  be  charged  to  appli- Chairman 

1,650. 
,00 

cable  Moth,  Shade  Tree 
Clerk 750. ,00 and  Elm  Beetle  appropriations. 
Other  Member 750. ,00 

The  Finance  Committee  further  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the  following  budget: 

General  Government  (2.2%  of  ̂ otal) 

Moderator  $      30 . 00 
Selectmen  1,500.00 
Town  Accountant  700.00 
Town  Treasurer  4,000.00 
Town  Collector  3,500.00 
Assessors  3,150.00 
Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 
Trust  Fund  Clerk  50.00 
Town  Clerk  1,100.00 
Planning  Board  600.00 
Lister  450.00 

Town  Officers*  Expense  26,500.00 
Elections  7,000.00 
Town  Hall  6,031.00 
Selectmen's  Special  2,500.00 

Sub-Total:    General  Government  $57,311.00 
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Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  (6.01  of  total) 

Police  Department  $  79,816.0-0 
Fire  Department  23,000.00 
Communications  Center  27,876.00 
Moth  Department  1,600.00 
Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department  450.00 
Shade  Tree  6,000.00 
Dutch  Elm  Disease  4,500.00 
Poison  Ivy  Control  200,00 
Wire  Inspector  1,500.00 
Plumbing  Inspector  600.00 
Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Gas  Inspector  500.00 
Dog  Fund  600.00 
Dog  Officer's  Expense  1,000.00 
Animal  Inspector  .  800.00 
Civilian  Defense  1,900.00 
Conservation  807.00 

Sub-Total:    Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  $153,149.00 

Health  and  Sanitation  (2.6%  of  total) 

Health  Department 
Sanitary  Landfill 

Sub-Total:    Health  and  Sanitation 
$  7,095.00 59,140.00 
$  66,235.00 

Highways  (4.51  of  total) 

General  Highway 
Removing  Snow  and  Ice 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Construction 
Road  Machinery  Fund 
Building  Maintenance 
Street  Lighting 

Sub- Total:  Highways 

$  40,000.00 
40,000.00 
7,358.00 
6,000.00 
5,500.00 
7,000.00 
2,500.00 
7,500.00 

$115,858.00 
Water  Department  (1.91  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses 

Planning  Board  (0.4%  of  total) 

Updating  Town  Map  and  Street  Numbers 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses 

Sub-Total:    Planning  Board 

$  49,895.00 

$  500.00 450.00 |  950700 
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Education,  School  Department  -  Elementary  (27.3%  of  total) 

General  Expenses  $  22,576.00 
Expenses  of  Instruction  534,543.00 
Auxiliary  Agencies  61,519.00 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant  73,840.00 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  1,482.00 
Community  Services  3,200.00 
Programs  with  Other  Districts  4,005.00 

Sub-Total:    Elementary  School  $701,165.00 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School  (42.5%  of  total) 

General  Control  Apportionment  $979,020.00 
Net  Debt  Apportionment  112,790.00 

Sub-Total:    Regional  School  $1,091,810.00 

Library  (1.4%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  $  36,000.00 

Recreation  (1.0%  of  total) 

Park  Department  $  13,800.00 
Recreational  Facilities  and  Improvements  10,600.00 

Sub -Total:    Recreation  $  24,400.00 

Cemeteries  (0.4%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  $  11,500.00 

Pensions  (1.5%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund  $  37,929.00 

Soldiers'  Benefits  (0.4%  of  total) 

Veterans*  Service  Center  $  4,326.00 
Veterans*  Benefits  13,000.00 

Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits  $  17,326.00 

Unclassified  (1.6%  of  total) 

Town  and  Census  Reports  $  3,000.00 
Memorial  Day  Observance  800.00 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  50.00 
Insurance  24,700.00 
Group  Life  and  Hospital  Insurance  13,500.00 

Sub-Total:    Unclassified  $  42,050.00 
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Interest  on  Long- Te mi  Bonds  (0.9%  of .  total) 

Water  Bonds  5/61  $       146.00  ' Water  Bonds  5/49  88.00 
Water  Bonds  8/66  3,276.00 
School  Bonds  9/54  300.00 
School  Bonds  3/62  8,400.00 
School  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65  150.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  630.00 
Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  630.00 
School  Addition  Bonds  12/68  2,125.00 
Fire  Station  Bonds  12/69  5,313.00 
Sanitary  Landfill  3,150.00 

Sub-Total:    Long-Term  Interest  $  24,208.00 

Interest  on  Short-Term  Notes  (0.61  of  total)  $  15,000.00 

Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (4.6%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  5/61  $  3,000.00 
Water  Bonds  5/49  10,000.00 
Water  Bonds  8/66                                           -  15,000.00 
School  Bonds  9/54  5,000.00 
School  Bonds  3/62  25,000.00 
School  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65  5,000.00 
Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  3,000.00 
School  Addition  Bonds  12/68  25,000.00 
Fire  Station  12/69  15,000.00 
Landfill  12/71  10,300.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  3,000.00 

Sub -Total:    Principal  $119,300.00 

Total  Article  4  Budget  $2,564,086.00 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Li- 
brary Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Depart- ment . 
(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  from  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Library  by  the  Library  Trustees,  from  School  Trust  Funds  for 
the  use  of  the  School  Department,  from  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use 
of  the  Park  Department,  and  from  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of 
the  Cemetery  Department. 

26 



Sixth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
$1,000.00  from  the  receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  pur- 

chase of  greens  and  a  casket- lowering  device. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
the  overlay  surplus  reserve  the  sum  of  $20,000.00  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Eighth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding 

bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1972. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Following  the  Town's  vote,  Mr.  Castner  of  the  Finance  Committee  made 
a  motion  which  was  seconded  that  the  Town  take  up  Articles  20  through 
24  before  Article  9.    The  Town  so  voted. 

Xinth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  the  County  Commissions  for  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  construction  and  main- 

tenance of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1971,  said  grant  to  be  expended  un- 

der the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any, 
as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
grant  of  $837.75  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1971. 
Said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees 
for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  the  grant. 

Eleventh        To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assess- 
ors to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for 

the  current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 
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Twelfth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 

ury, a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  $14,716.00  to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance  of  Highways.    Reimbursement  from  the  State  to 
be  restored  to  surplus  revenue  upon  receipt. 

Thirteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treas 

ury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Fourteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of 

money  for  Chapter  90,  Construction  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  the  sum  of  $16,500.00  to  meet  the  State's  and  County's 
share  of  Chapter  90,  Construction  of  Highways.    Reimbursement  from 
the  State  and  County  to  be  restored  to  surplus  revenue  upon  receipt. 

Fifteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $15,000.00  from  surplus  revenue  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

Sixteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Select - 
men,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1970 
station  wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a 
Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade 
in  the  1970  Police  Station  Wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  ' 
wagon  to  be  used  as  a  Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 

priate the  sum  of  $3,500.00  for  such  purpose. 

Seventeenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  --  Council  on  Aging.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  ap- 
point five  persons  each  year  after  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  serve 

for  one  year  as  the  Council  on  Aging.    Such  persons  shall  have  the 
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duties,  powers  and  authority  as  are  conferred  upon  them  by  General 
Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8B  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  __  Council  on  Aging.    The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  appoint 
five  persons  each  year  after  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  serve  for  one 
year  as  the  Council  on  Aging.    Such  persons  shall  have  the  duties,  pow- 

ers and  authority  as  are  conferred  upon  them  by  General  Laws ,  Chapter 
40,  Section  8B  as  amended. 

Mr.  Hartman  of  the  Finance  Committee  commented  that  the  basic  purposes 
of  a  Council  on  Aging  are: 

(1)  to  identify  the  total  needs  of  the  community's  elderly 
population; 

(2)  to  educate  the  community  and  enlist  support  and  participa- 
tion of  all  citizens  about  these  needs;  and 

(3)  to  design,  promote  and  implement  services  to  fill  these 
needs,  or  to  coordinate  existing  services. 

There  are  approximately  400  persons  in  Topsfield  over  60  years  old-- 
almost  10%  of  our  population.    While  medical  science  has  discovered 
ways  of  adding  years  to  our  lives,  it  is  our  belief  that  we  on  the 
local  level  should  accept  the  task  of  discovering  ways  to  add  life 
to  these  years.    A  Council  on  Aging- -composed  of  a  cross-section  of 
talents  and  ages- -can  fulfill  this  function  by  first  defining  the 
needs  of  our  elderly  population  and  then  by  presenting  coordinated, 
well  thought-out  programs  to  the  Town  for  consideration.    We  suggest 
that  one  of  the  first  subjects  to  be  studied  is  that  of  housing  for 
the  elderly.    This  subject  is  complex  and  is  complicated  by  the  in- 

tricacies and  implications  of  zoning  changes,  tax  considerations  and 
State/Federal  financing  procedures.    We  believe  this  subject  demands 
considerable  study  by  a  group- -such  as  a  Council  on  Aging- -before  an 
intelligent  proposal  can  be  presented  to  the  Town  for  consideration. 

Eighteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  ac- 

quire by  purchase  a  plot  of  land  off  Garden  Street  to  provide  a  lo- 
cation for  a  water  storage  tank,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commission- 

ers, to  purchase  the  plot  of  land  off  Garden  Street,  more  particularly 
described: 

"A  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  County  of 
Essex,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  located  on  the  norther- 

ly side  of  Garden  Street  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
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Beginning  at  the  southeasterly  corner  thereof  at  a  point  in  the 
northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  at  the  corner  of  the  wall  and  at 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Peirce;  thence  running  westerly  by  the 
northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  40.0 'to  a  point  at  remaining 
land  of  the  grantor;  thence  turning  and  running  northerly  by 
said  remaining  land  of  the  grantor  and  by  a  line  which  is  40.0' 
westerly  from  and  parallel  with  a  stone  wall  marking  the  easterly 
boundary  between  said  grantor's  land  and  land  of  Peirce  and 
Marean  368.0'  more  or  less  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  run- 

ning westerly  by  the  remaining  land  of  the  grantor  28.0'  to  a 
point;  thence  turning  and  running  northerly  still  by  remaining 
land  of  the  grantor  150.0'  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  run- 

ning easterly,  still  by  the  remaining  land  of  the  grantor,  about 
68.0'  more  or  less  to  a  stone  wall  at  land  of  Marean;  thence 
turning  and  running  southerly  by  the  stone  wall  and  by  land  of 
Marean  and  land  of  Peirce  about  517.0'  to  a  point  in  the  north- 

erly side  of  Garden  Street  and  place  of  beginning. 

Containing  about  24,950  square  feet,  and  as  shown  upon  a  plan, 
entitled  "Plan  showing  Proposed  Site  and  Details  for  a  Rein- 

forced Concrete  Water  Storage  Tank  as  made  for  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners,  Topsfield,  Mass.  Scale  1"  =  40'  dated 
December  1971,  made  by  Clinton  F.  Goodwin,  Registered  Profession- 

al Engineer,  25  Washington  Square,  Haverhill,  Mass." 

The  grantor  retains  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  and  upon 
the  land  described  herein  with  vehicles  and  on  foot  as  occasion 
may  require  for  access  to  his  remaining  land  westerly  and  north- 

erly of  the  parcel,  together  with  others  to  whom  specific  writ- 
ten permission  is  granted  by  the  grantee." 

to  provide  a  location  for  a  water  storage  tank  and  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  for  such  purpose. 

The  Moderator  advised  the  meeting  that  to  carry  this  article  required 
a  two- thirds  vote.  The  Town  voted  -  Yes  303;  No  9.  The  article  car- ried. 

Nineteenth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  construct  an  ad- 

ditional water  storage  facility  and  install  an  access  road  and  the 
necessary  water  mains,  controls  and  appurtenances  to  connect  this 
storage  tank  to  the  present  water  system,  and  to  determine  whether 
this  appropriation  should  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  construct  an  additional  water 
storage  facility  and  install  an  access  road  and  the  necessary  water 
mains,  controls  and  appurtenances  to  connect  this  storage  tank  to 
the  present  water  system  and  to  appropriate -the  sum  of  $165,000.00 
for  such  purpose;  that  to  meet  this  appropriation,  the  sum  of 
$5,000.00  be  transferred  from  surplus  revenue,  and  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  borrow  the 
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amount  of  $160,000.00  under  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  7, 
as  amended. 

Following  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation,  Mr.  Richard  Carlson 
of  Averill  Road  offered  two  motions  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's 
recommendation.    When  said  amendments  were  put  to  vote,  they  did  not 
carry.    The  Town  voted  on  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation. 
The  Moderator  ruled  that  to  carry,  the  motion  required  a  two -thirds 
vote.    The  Town  voted  by  standing  vote  -  Yes  244;  No  50.    The  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation  carried. 

Twentieth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $323.58  to  reimburse 
Attorney  Sumner  Low  Raymond  for  legal  expenses  paid  by  him  in  connec- 

tion with  Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of 
Topsfield,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a 
previous  year  unpaid,  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation, 
and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

The  Moderator  advised  the  meeting  that  to  carry  affirmatively,  action 
on  Articles  Twenty,  Twenty -One,  Twenty-Two,  Twenty-Three,  and  Twenty- 
Four,  would  require  a  four- fifths  vote. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $323.58  to  reimburse  Attorney  Sumner  Low 
Raymond  for  expenses  paid  by  Attorney  Sumner  Low  Raymond  in  connection 
with  Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Tops- field. 

The  Town  voted  the  Finance  .Committee ' s  recommendation  unanimously. 

Twenty- First        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $250.00  to  pay  Mr.  An- 

thony D'Agostino  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior 
Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year  unpaid, 
due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  ap- 

proval to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $250.00  to  pay  Anthony 
D'Agostino  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the  Superior 
Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield. 

Twenty -Second        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $716.00  to  pay  Mr. 
Clinton  Foster  Goodwin  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year, 
unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill 
upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $716.00  to  pay  Clinton  Foster 
Goodwin  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield. 

Twenty -Third        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $1,300.00  to  Mr.  John  M. 
Moore  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year,  unpaid  due  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill  upon  approval  to  be 
paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,300.00  to  pay  John  M. 
Moore  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield. 

Twenty -Fourth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $6,500.00  to  pay  Attor- 

ney Sumner  Low  Raymond  for  legal  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
Superior  Court  Case  #139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto,  being  a  bill  of  a  previous  year, 
unpaid  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation,  and  said  bill 
upon  approval  to  be  paid  out  of  said  appropriation. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,500.00  to  pay  Attorney  Sumner  Low  Ray- 

mond for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  Superior  Court  Case 
#139750;  T.  Louis  Cadoret  vs.  Town  of  Topsfield. 

As  the  vote  on  this  article  was  not  conclusive,  the  Moderator  asked 
for  a  standing  vote.    The  Town  voted  -  Yes  297;  No  8.    The  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation  carried. 

Twenty -Fifth       To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a 
one-thousand-gallon-per-minute  pumper  (fire  truck) ,  and  authorize  the 
Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Chief,  to  purchase  same,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $36,500.00  for  a  one-thousand-gallon-per- 
minute  pumper  (fire  truck)  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  ad- 

vice of  the  Fire  Chief,  to  purchase  same. 

Twenty -Sixth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  under  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  3,  to  establish  a  Housing  Authori- 

ty, and  in  that  connection  to  make  any  and  all  determinations  and 
declarations  deemed  necessary  or  desirable, -and  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken, 
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Mr.  Hartman  of  the  Finance  Committee  explained  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee believes  it  would  be  premature  to  establish  a  Housing  Authority 

in  Topsfield  at  this  time.    The  subject  of  low-rent,  subsidized  hous- 
ing is  a  complex  one  and,  in  our  opinion  demands  considerable  study 

of  needs  and  alternative  approaches  before  a  rational  proposal  can  be 
made.    In  the  absence  of  such  a  proposal,  we  have  no  alternative  but 
to  recommend  no  action  at  this  time.    We,  however,  do  not  reject  the 
concept  of  low-rent  housing- -particularly  for  the  elderly- -and  under 
Article  17  (Council  on  Aging),  we  have  recommended  that  this  subject 
be  thoroughly  studied  so  that  the  Town  will  have  a  basis  for  making  a 
decision. 

The  Reverend  Leonard  Kohlhofer  offered  the  following  declarations  and 
substitute  motion:    Whereas  there  exists  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield  a 
shortage  of  safe,  sanitary  dwellings  available  for  families  or  elder- 

ly persons  of  low  income  at  rentals  which  they  can  afford;  and 
Whereas  it  is  hereby  determined  that  a  Housing 

Authority  is  needed  for  the  provision  of  housing  for  families  or 
elderly  persons  of  low  income;  now  therefore 

I  move  that  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  shall 
be  organized  and  established  under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  3,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
and  in  addition  thereto. 

Thereupon  the  Moderator  called  for  a  vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's recommendation  that  no  action  be  taken.  This  recommendation  did  not 
carry. 

Following  many  expressions  of  opinion,  the  Moderator  called  for  a 
standing  vote  on  Reverend  Kohlhofer' s  substitute  motion.    The  Town 
voted  that  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  shall  be  organized  and 
established  under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chap- 

ter 12 IB,  Section  3,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and  addition 
thereto.    The  vote  was  Yes  190;  No  90. 

Twenty -Seventh         To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote 
under  Article Third  of  November  30,  1970  Town  Meeting,  so  that  an 
appropriation  of  "One  Dollar  ($1.00)"  is  made  instead  of  a  "sum  of 
money",  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
amend  the  vote  under  Article  Third  of  the  November  30,  1970  Town 
Meeting,  so  that  an  appropriation  of  "One  Dollar  ($1.00)"  is  made  in- 

stead of  "a  sum  of  money". 

Twenty-Lighth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a  dump 

truck  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Com- 
missioner, to  purchase  said  truck,  or  take  any  action  relative  there- to. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $11,000.00  for  a  dump  truck  for  the 
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Highway  Department  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Highway  Commissioner,  to  purchase  said  truck. 

Twenty-Ninth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  the  office 
of  Highway  Surveyor  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  41,  Section  62,  as,  amended.    The  Highway  Surveyor  shall  be 
elected  for  three-year  terms „and  the  first  election  shall  be  held  at 
the  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting;  and  upon  the  taking  of  office  by  the 
newly  elected  Highway  Surveyor,  the  office  of  Road  Commissioner  shall 
be  terminated,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  establish  the 
office  of  Highway  Surveyor  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Gener- 

al Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  62,  as  amended.    The  Highway  Surveyor 
shall  be  elected  for  three-year  terms  and  the  first  election  shall  be 
held  at  the  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting;  and  upon  the  taking  of  office 
by  the  newly  elected  Highway  Surveyor,  the  office  of  Road  Commissioner 
shall  be  terminated. 

Thirtieth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  under  the  pro- 
visions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8D,  a  Historical  Commis- 

sion of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  rights  and 
duties  provided  by  law,  to  be  composed  of  three  members,  residents 
of  the  Town,  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  for  terms  of  three  years,  ex- 

cept that  initial  appointment  shall  be  one  member  for  one  year,  one 
member  for  two  years,  and  one  member  for  three  years,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  establish 
under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8D,  a  His- 

torical Commission  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  the  purpose  and  with 
the  rights  and  duties  provided  by  law,  to  be  composed  of  three  mem- 

bers, residents  of  the  Town,  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  for  terms  of 
three  years,  except  that  initial  appointment  shall  be  one  member  for 
one  year,  one  member  for  two  years,  and  one  member  for  three  years. 

The  Finance  Committee  set  forth  the  primary  duty  of  an  Historical  Com- 
mission is  to  compile  and  maintain  an  inventory  of  the  historic 

assets  of  the  Town  for  the  purposes  of: 
(1)  preserving  such  assets  from  destruction  caused  by  zoning 

changes  or  road  relocation; 
(2)  providing  the  Planning  Board  with  knowledge  of  historic 

sites  to  assist  them  with  their  planning  activities; 
(3)  providing  documentation  from  which  publications  may  be  pre- 

pared for  educational  purposes ;  and 
(4)  providing  the  basis  from  which  the  local  commission  may 

suggest  areas  for  further  study  by  an  Historic  District 
Study  Committee. 

Thirty-First        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended.     (Explanation  of  law) 
This  Chapter  provides  for  incentive  salary  increases  for  police  offi- 

cers for  taking  certain  education  courses.    The  Town  would  get  a  50% 
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reimbursement  for  such  increases. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  commented  this  Chapter  provides  for  incentive 
salary  increases  for  police  officers  for  taking  certain  courses.  The 
Town  will  get  a  50%  reimbursement  for  such  increases. 

Thirty -Second        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  ex- 

pended by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for  improving  drainage  in 
the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Selectman  Gilbert  Steward,  Jr.  commented  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
considered  there  was  some  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Town  having 
allowed  this  drainage  condition  to  become  a  problem.    He  further  stat- 

ed that  if  the  Town  voted  down  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation, he  would  offer  a  substitute  motion.    The  Moderator  called  for  a  vote 
on  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  and  the  Town  defeated  the 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation  that  no  action  be  taken.    Mr.  Stew- 

ard offered  a  substitute  motion  which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Steward  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess,  and  appropri- 
ate $2,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Topsfield  Drainage  Committee  for 

improving  drainage  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  Street.    The  Town  so 
voted. 

Thirty -Third         To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and 
acfopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVIII  --  Motor  Vehicles,  Snow  Vehicles  and  Recreation  Vehicles 
No  person  shall  use  or  operate  a  motor  vehicle,  trail  bicycle,  motor 
bicycle  or  similar  motorized  vehicle  which  is  eligible  for  registration 
under  Chapter  90B  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  a  snow 
vehicle  or  recreation  vehicle  as  defined  in  Section  20  of  said  Chap- 

ter in  any  park  or  other  Town- owned  property,  except  public  roads  and 
streets,  without  the  prior  written  consent  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
who  shall  first  obtain  consent  of  the  Town  Board  having  the  responsi- 

bility for  the  management  of  such  property.    Any  such  consent  shall 
be  temporary  in  nature,  shall  specify  the  period  of  time  during  which 
it  is  in  force,  and  shall  only  be  granted  where  the  proposed  use  or 
operation  will  not,  in  the  judgement  of  the  Boards  granting  the  same, 
be  detrimental  to  the  purpose  for  which  such  property  is  owned.  Not- 

withstanding anything  to  the  contrary  hereinabove  contained,  parking 
areas  established  for  use  in  connection  with  such  part  or  such  other 
public  property  may  be  used  for  parking  purposes  without  prior  consent. 

No  person  shall  use  or  operate  any  such  vehicle  on  or  over  any  private 
property  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  without  the  written  consent  of 
the  owner  of  such  property. 
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No  person  shall  operate  a  snow  vehicle  for  other  than  an  emergency  be- 
tween the  hours  of  8:00  p.m.  and  8:00  a.m.,  except  with  special  per-  ' mission  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  special  events. 

Any  person  violating  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  five  dollars  ($5.00)  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  ($50.00). 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Thirty- Fourth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  ex- 

pended by  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
professional  assistance  to  plan  for  the  future  growth  and  development 
of  the  Library  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or  legal  expenses  connected 
therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.    Submitted  by  the  Li- 

brary Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Mr.  Richard  Stowe,  Jr.  of  33  Washington  Street  discussed  the  article 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Library  Trustees  and  said  he  would  off- 

er a  substitute  motion  in  the  event  the  Town  disapproved  the  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation  of  no  action. 

The  Town  voted  not  to  accept  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
that  no  action  be  taken.    Thereupon  Mr.  Stowe  made  the  following  mo- 

tion, which  was  seconded: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $3,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  professional  assistance  to  plan  for  the  future 
growth  and  development  of  the  Library  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or 
legal  expenses  connected  therewith. 

The  Town  so  voted. 

Thirty-Fifth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  ex- 

pended by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  equipping  a  maintenance  building  in  the  Pine  Grove  Ceme- 

tery, or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town 
so  voted. 

Thirty -Sixth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Maple  Lane  as 
a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 

ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the-  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way,  and  name  it 
"Maple  Lane". 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Thirty -Seventh        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous 
conveyance  of  a  strip  of  land  approximately  one-quarter  acre  in  area 
along  the  Northerly  side  of  Howlett  Street  from  Roberta  L.  Cargill,  to 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto.    Said  strip  lies  across  the  fronts  of  Lots  24,  26, 
28,  30,  32,  34,  36,  38,  42  and  44,  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "How- 

lett Street,  Topsfield,  Surveyed  for  Roberta  L.  Cargill,  Georgetown 
Road,  Boxford",  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor.    A  copy  of  said plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  a  strip  of  land  approximately  one- 
quarter  acre  in  area  along  the  northerly  side  of  Howlett  Street  from 
Roberta  L.  Cargill,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street. 
Said  strip  lies  across  the  fronts  of  Lots  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  36, 
38,  42  and  44,  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Howlett  Street,  Topsfield, 
Surveyed  for  Roberta  L.  Cargill,  Georgetown  Road,  Boxford",  by  C.  Law- 

rence Bond,  Reg'd  Surveyor. 

Thirty-Eighth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  auth- 

orize the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  purchase 
special  radio  equipment  for  the  police  headquarters  in  the  Town  Hall, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2^300.00  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
advice  of  the  Police  Chief,  to  purchase  special  radio  equipment  for 
the  police  headquarters  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Thirty -Ninth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 

Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services,  Inc.,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40, 
as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $2,100.00  from  surplus  revenue  and  appropriate  same  to  be  ex- 

pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  pay- 
ment of  services  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services,  Inc. 

in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section 
5,  Clause  40,  as  amended. 

The  Moderator  at  this  point  commented  that  since  it  was  midnight,  he 
would  entertain  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  be  reconvened  at 
8:00  p.m.  Monday,  March  27,  in  the  same  hall,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 

ing action  on  the  remaining  articles  in  the  Town  Warrant.    Such  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted.    The  Moderator  further  an- 

nounced that  for  the  purposes  of  electing  Town  Officers  the  meeting 
would  reconvene  at  the  opening  of  the  polls  at  7:00  a.m.  Tuesday 
morning,  March  21,  1972,  in  accordance  with  the  Warrant. -37- 



Minutes  of  Reconvened  Meeting  in  Woodbury  Auditorium,  March  27,  1972 

The  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  8:00  p.m.  and  announced 
that  a  quorum  was  present.    The  Moderator  then  said  the  next  order  of 
business  was  to  take  action  on  Article  40th  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

At  this  point  the  Moderator  recognized  Mr.  C.  Lawrence  -Bond.  Mr. 
Bond  made  a  motion  that  was  seconded  to  postpone  action  on  Article  40 
to  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting.    Mr.  Bond's  motion  was  defeated. 

Fortieth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Soil  Erosion  By-Law  by 
striking  out  the  entire  by-law  as  adopted  at  a  Town  Meeting  held  on 
November  15,  1954,  and  all  amendments  thereto  made  thereafter,  and 
adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW: 

Section  1. 

No  person  shall,  without  a  permit,  remove  any  earth  material  (loam, 
sand,  gravel,  stone,  etc.)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield  not  in  public 
use. 

Topsoil  shall  be  retained  on  the  property  and  re -spread  by  the 
property  owner. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  topsoil  from  his  property,  but 
said  topsoil  must  be  retained  within  the  Town. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  gravel  and  fill  material  from  his 
property  for  use  outside  the  Town. 

For  violation  of  this  Section  or  Section  4  of  this  by-law,  the  penalty 
shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  one  hundred  (100) 
dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hundred  (200)  for  each  subse- 

quent offense.    Under  this  by-law  each  individual  truck  load  removed shall  be  considered  a  violation. 

Section  2. 

Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board  known  as 
the  Soil  Removal  Roard  (herein  referred  to  as  the  Board) ,  the  member- 

ship of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  one  member  from  the  Planning  Board,  one  member  from  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  and  one  member  from  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission or  an  abutter  to  a  gravel  operation  in  the  Town. 

Section  3. 

To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present  to  the 
Soil  Removal  Board,  the  following  items  when  required  by  the  Board: 
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a.  A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of  the 

land,  conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-Law  and  ap- proved by  the  Planning  Board. 

b.  A  topographic  chart  in  5-foot  elevation  increments,  indicat- 
ing existing  contours  and  proposed  final  contours. 

c.  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
material  removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect  of  the  re- 

sulting changes  in  water  run-off  on  the  height  of  all  en- 
compassed, bordering  and  downstream  surface  water.    Effect  on 

both  the  lowest  and  highest  water  levels  occurring  during  the 
year  shall  be  considered  by  this  study.    This  report  shall 
be  reviewed  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex 
County  Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable 
to  the  Board  and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  along  with 
the  written  recommendations  of  the  reviewing  agency,  such 
recommendations  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  Board. 
This  requirement  shall  apply  only  when  the  working  area,  when 
combined  with  any  previously  worked  area  on  the  premises,  ex- ceeds one  acre. 

d.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  current 
abutters  of  the  property  where  such  removal  is  proposed. 

e.  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner  to  re- 
move material  from  the  property. 

f .  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property  and  routes 
within  the  Town. 

Failure  to  comply  with  these  provisions  shall  be  cause  for  revocation 
of  such  permit. 

In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccurate  or 
incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all  provisions  have 
been  met. 

Prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  for  applications  involving  a  removal 
area  of  five  or  more  acres,  a  public  hearing  shall  be  held.  Before 
such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all  above  required  in- 

formation v/ith  the  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  public  record. 
Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each  abutter,  the 
Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and  notice  shall  be 
advertised  in  the  newspaper  of  widest  circulation  in  Topsfield  ten 
(10)  days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the 
applicant. 

For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  by-law,  all  contiguous 
land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts 
having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.  All 
persons  owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary  (including 
roads)  with  such  single  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for 
purposes  of  this  by-law.  39 



Section  4. 

The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  (1) 
year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which,  in  its  discretion  and  judge- 

ment in  each  particular  case,  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  per- 
sonal injury,  and  to  safeguard  the  surrounding  district  and  the  Town 

against  possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  value  in  the  dis- 
trict during  or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods 

of  handling  such  materials  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such 
material  through  the  Town. 

As  minimum  requirements,  said  permits  shall  require  that: 

1.  The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on  the 
applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas within: 

(a)  300  feet  of  any  street  line,  unless  a  lot  grading  to  said 
street  is  particularly  pertinent. 

(b)  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line,  in  removal  permits  in 
excess  of  twenty  (20)  acres. 

(c)  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling. 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  is  allowed,  provided  that 
written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants  is  first  ob- tained and  filed  with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees  or 
other  natural  screening  shall  be  allowed  without  permission  of  the 
Board. 

2.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  and  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  Saturday  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon. 

3.  iii  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  above 
the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps, 
and  brush  shall  be  removed  or  completely  buried. 

4.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than  one 
(1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

5.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  minimum 
depth  of  six  (6)  inches  and  seeded. 

6.  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part  of  the 
final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

7.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed 
to  an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maximum  water 
table  elevation. 
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8.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps  or  other 
material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector,  and  the  Board  of Health. 

9.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be 
buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

10.  In  removal  operations  involving  five  (5)  or  more  acres,  a  bond 
shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  covenant  approved  by  the 
Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to  the  said 
Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  by 
the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall 
not  be  less  than  $2,000.00  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any 
area  in  condition  other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned 
state  in  accordance  with  3,  4,  and  5  foregoing.    Such  bond  money  if 

forfeited,  shall  be  used  to  restore  the  property  as  required  by 
this  by-law. 

11.  The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  (5)  acres  at  any  given time. 

Section  5. 

Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  conditions  of 
the  permit  or  of  this  by-law  to  any  member  of  the  Board  or  to  any 
m  ember  of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member  shall  immedi- 

ately investigate  such  claim  of  violation.    If,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member  or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any  other  violation  has  been 
committed,  said  member  shall  be  obligated  and  empowered  to  order  im- 

mediate termination  of  material  excavation  and  all  related  activity. 

The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of  any  term 
of  the  permit  or  this  by-law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said  violation 
involves  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all  material  shall  be 
returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  defined  in  Section  1  of  this 
by-law  shall  be  levied.    If  said  infraction  involves  violation  of  the 
natural  buffer  areas,  material  and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to  the 
natural  grades  and  trees  destroyed  shall  be  replaced  with  suitable 
trees  of  the  size,  type  and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission.    If  all  corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reason- 
able time  stipulated  by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the 

penal  sum  provided  therein  paid  to  the  Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  adopt  the  by-law  as 
worded  under  Article  40th. 

Mr.  Paul  DesMaisons,  54  North  Street,  moved  and  it  was  seconded,  to 
amend  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  as  follows: 

Section  1:    No  change. 

Section  2:    No  change. 
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Section  3:    Unchanged  until  Paragraph. 4,  then  to  read: 

At  least  ten  (10)  days  prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  written  notice 
shall  be  given  to  each  of  the  listed  abutters.    For  applications  in- 

volving a  removal  area  of  two  (2)  or  more  acres,  a  public  hearing  shall 
be  held.    Before  such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all 

above  information  with  the"  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  public 
record.    Written  notice'  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each  abut- 

ter, the  Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and  notice 
shall  be  advertised  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  Topsfield 
ten  (10)  days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by 
the  applicant. 

For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  by-law,  all  contiguous 
land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts  hav- 

ing common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.    All  per- 
sons owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary  (including  roads) 

with  such  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for  purposes  of  this 
by-law. 
Section  4: 

The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  (1) 
year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which,  in  its  discretion  and  judge- 

ment in  each  particular  case,  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  per- 
sonal injury,  and  to  safeguard  the  surrounding  district  and  the  Town 

against  possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  values  in  the  dis- 
trict during  or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods  of 

handling  such  material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such  ma- 
terial through  the  Town. 

As  minimum  requirements  said  permits  shall  require  that: 

1.    The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on  the 
applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas within: 

a.  300  feet  of  any  street  line 
b.  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line 
c.  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  may  be  allowed,  provided  that 
written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants  and  a  recom- mendation of  the  Conservation  Commission  are  first  obtained  and  filed 
with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strips  have  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees 
or  other  natural  screening  within  such  buffer  strip  shall  be  allowed 
until  after  the  working  area  has  been  reconditioned  in  accordance 
with  the  following  Paragraphs  3,  4,  and  5,  and  then  only  with  the  per- mission of  the  Board. 
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2.    Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  Saturday  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  Noon  and  may  be 
reduced  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 

5.    In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  above 
the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps, 
and  brush  shall  be  removed  or  completely  buried. 

4.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than  one 
(1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

5.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  minimum 
depth  of  six  (6)  inches.    Seeding  of  the  area  shall  be  done  per 
the  requirements  of  the  Board. 

6.  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part  of  the 
final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

7.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed  to 
an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maximum  water  table 
elevation. 

8.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps  or  other 
material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector  and  the  Board  of 
Health. 

9.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be  bur- 
ied at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

10.  In  removal  operations  involving  two  (2)  or  more  acres,  a  bond 
shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  covenant  approved  by  the 
Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to  the  said 
Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  by 
the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall 
not  be  less  than  $2,000.00  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any 
area  in  condition  other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned 
state  in  accordance  with  3,  4,  and  5  above.    Such  bond  money,  if 
forfeited,  shall  be  used  to  restore  the  property  as  required  by 
this  by-law. 

11.  The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  acres  at  any  given  time. 

Section  5:    no  change. 

The  Town  voted  to  so  amend  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee 
The  Town  thereupon  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  Finance  Committee's 
recommendation  as  amended  and  adopt  the  following  Soil  Removal  by-law: 
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SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW: 

Section  1. 

No  person  shall,  without  a  permit,  remove  any  earth  material  (loam, 
sand,  gravel,  stone,  etc.)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield  not  in  public 
use. 

Topsoil  shall  be  retained  on  the  property  and  re-spread  by  the  property owner. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  topsoil  from  his  property,  but 
said  topsoil  must  be  retained  within  the  Town. 

A  person  may,  with  a  permit,  remove  gravel  and  fill  material  from  his 
property  for  use  outside  the  Town. 

For  violation  of  this  Section  or  Section  4  of  this  by-law,  the  penalty 
shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  one  hundred  (100) 
dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hundred  (200)  dollars  for  each 
subsequent  offense.    Under  this  by-law,  each  individual  truck  load  re- moved shall  be  considered  a  violation. 

Section  2. 

Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board  known  as 
the  Soil  Removal  Board  (herein  referred  to  as  the  Board) ,  the  member- 

ship of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  one  member  from  the  Planning  Board,  one  member  from  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  and  one  member  from  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission or  an  abutter  to  a  gravel  operation  in  the  Town. 

Section  3. 

To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present  to  the 
Soil  Removal  Board,  the  following  items  when  required  by  the  Board: 

a.  A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of  the  land 
conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-Law  and  approved  by 
the  Planning  Board. 

b.  A  topographic  chart  in  5-foot  increments  indicating  existing 
contours  and  proposed  final  contours. 

c.  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
material  removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect  of  the  result- 

ing changes  in  water  run-off  on  the  height  of  all  encompassed, 
bordering  and  downstream  surface  water.    Effect  on  both  the 
lowest  and  highest  water  levels  occurring  during  the  year 
shall  be  considered  by  this  study.    This  report  shall  be  re- 

viewed by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex  County 
Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable  to  the 
Board  and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  along  with  the 
written  recommendations  of  the  reviewing  agency,  such 
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recommendations  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  the 
Board.    This  requirement  shall  apply  only  when  the  working 
area,  when  combined  with  any  previously  worked  area  on  the 
premises,  exceeds  one  acre. 

d.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  current 
abutters  of  the  property  where  such  removal  is  proposed. 

e.  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner  to  remove 
material  from  the  property. 

f .  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property  and  routes 
within  the  Town. 

Failure  to  comply  with  these  provisions  shall  be  cause  for  revocation 
of  such  permit. 

In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccurate  or 
incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all  provisions  have 
been  met. 

At  least  ten  (10)  days  prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  written  notice 
shall  be  given  to  each  of  the  listed  abutters.    For  applications  in- 

volving a  removal  area  of  two  (2)  or  more  acres,  a  public  hearing 
shall  be  held.    Before  such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file 
all  above  information  with  the  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  pub- 

lic record.    Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each 
abutter,  the  Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and 
notice  shall  be  advertised  in  the  newspaper  of  widest  circulation  in 
Topsfield  ten  (10)  days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be 
borne  by  the  applicant. 

For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  by-law,  all  contiguous 
land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts 
having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.  All 
persons  owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary  (including 
roads)  with  such  single  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for 
purposes  of  this  by-law. 

Section  4. 

The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  (1) 
year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which,  in  its  discretion  and  judge- 

ment in  each  particular  case,  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  per- 
sona l^jijury^an^- t^^aT^guard  the  surrounding  district  and  the  Town against  possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  values  in  the 

district  during  or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  meth- 
ods of  handling  such  material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting 

such  material  through  the  Town. 

As  minimum  requirements,  said  permits  shall  require  that: 
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1.  The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on  the 
applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas within: 

a.  300  feet  of  any  street  line 
b.  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line 
c.  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  may  be  allowed,  provided  that 
written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants  and  a  recom- 

mendation of  the  Conservation  Commission  are  first  obtained  and  filed 
with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees  or 
other  natural  screening  within  such  buffer  strip  shall  be  allowed  un- 

til after  the  working  area  has  been  reconditioned  in  accordance  with 
the  following  Paragraphs  3,  4,  and  5,  and  then  only  with  the  permission 
of  the  Board. 

2.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  and  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  Saturday  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  Noon,  and  may  be 
reduced  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 

3.  In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  above 
the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps, 
and  brush  shall  be  removed  or  completely  buried. 

4.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than  one 
(1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

5.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  minimum 
depth  of  six  (6)  inches.    Seeding  of  the  area  shall  be  done  per 
the  requirements  of  the  Board. 

6.  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part  of  the 
final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massa- 

chusetts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

7.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed  to 
an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maximum  water  table 
elevation. 

8.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps,  or  other 
material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector,  and  the  Board  of 
Health. 

9.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be 
buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

10.    In  removal  operations  involving  two  (2)  or-more  acres,  a  bond 
shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  covenant  approved  by  the 
Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to  the  said 

46 



Soil  Removal  Board,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  by 
the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall 
not  be  less  than  $2,000.00  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any 
area  in  condition  other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned 
state  in  accordance  with  3,  4,  and  5  foregoing.    Such  bond  money, 
if  forfeited,  shall  be  used  to  restore  the  property  as  required 
by  this  by-law. 

11.    The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  acres  at  any  given  time. 

Section  5. 

Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  conditions  of 
the  permit  or  of  this  by-law  to  any  member  of  the  Board  or  to  any  mem- 

ber of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member  shall  immediately 
investigate  such  claim  or  violation.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mem- 

ber or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any  other  violation  has  been  com- 
mitted, said  member  shall  be  obligated  and  empowered  to  order  immedi- 

ate termination  of  material  excavation  and  all  related  activity. 

The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of  any  term 
of  the  permit  or  this  by-law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said  violation 
involved  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all  material  shall  be 
returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  defined  in  Section  1  of 
this  by-law  shall  be  levied.    If  said  infraction  involves  violation 
of  the  natural  buffer  areas,  material  and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to 
the  natural  grades  and  trees  destroyed  shall  be  replaced  with  suitable 
trees  of  the  size,  type  and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission.   If  all  corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reason- 
able time  stipulated  by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the 

penal  sum  provided  therein  paid  to  the  Town. 

Forty-First        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  "a  fund  of  $5,000.00  be 
appropriated  to  the  New  Meadows  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organi- 

zation of  professionals  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  located  at 
9  East  Common,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  for  a  technical  and  profes- 

sional services  program,  the  primary  purpose  of  which  is  to  render 
technical  and  professional  services  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield.  Such 
technical  and  professional  services  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited 
to,  the  support  of  research  and  development  studies  relating  to  the 
impact  of  environmental,  social  and  economic  problems  on  the  Town." 
Submitted  on  petition. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Forty- Second        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education  and 
prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,400.00  for  drug  educa- 

tion and  prevention,  such  fund  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 
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Forty-Third        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  a  fluoride  monitoring  device  and  authorize  the  purchase 
of  said  device  by  the  Water  Commissioners,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  fluoride 
monitoring  device  and  authorize  the  purchase  of  said  device  by  the 
Water  Commissioners. 

Forty- Fourth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town  Accountant 
to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  accounts  to  the 
surplus  revenue  account: 

a.  1970  Chapter  90  Construction  d.    1963  Mosquito  Control 
b.  1967  Tennis  Courts  Committee  • 
c.  1963  Special  Drainage  Committee        e.    1967  Cemetery,  new 

truck 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Town  Accountant  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following 
accounts  to  the  surplus  revenue  account: 

a.  1970  Chapter  90  Construction  $  38.83 
b.  1967  Tennis  Courts  18.64 
c.  1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  1,010.63 
d.  1963  Mosquito  Control  Committee  454.37 
e.  1967  Cemetery,  new  truck  77.40 

Mr.  G.  Hermans,  75  High  Street,  moved  to  transfer  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $1,010.63  from  the  1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  to  the  vote 

previously  voted  under  Article  Thirty -Second.    The  Moderator  declared that  his  motion  was  out  of  order 

Following  action  on  Article  Forty-Fourth,  Mr.  Pardon  Dexter,  of  Kins- 
man Lane,  recognized  by  the  Moderator,  made  a  motion  that  was  seconded 

to  reconsider  the  action  taken  under  Article  Twenty-Sixth.    The  Moder- 
ator declared  that  a  motion  to  reconsider  would  require  a  majority 

vote.    Following  discussion  on  the  matter,  the  Moderator  called  for 
a  vote  on  Mr.  Dexter' s  motion.    The  Town  voted  not  to  reconsider  the 
action  taken  on  Article  Twenty- Sixth. 

The  Moderator  then  recognized  Mr.  G.  Hermans,  who  likewise  made  a 
motion  that  was  seconded  to  reconsider  the  action  taken  under  Article 
Thirty-Second.    Mr.  Hermans  commented  that  if  the  Town  would  recon- 

sider the  action  on  Article  Thirty- Second,  that  he  would  move  to  a- 
mend  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  to  read  $4,500.00,  based  on  estimates  sub- 

mitted since  the  Town's  original  vote  on  Article  Thirty-Second.  The 
Moderator  called  for  a  vote  and  the  meeting  voted  not  to  reconsider 
the  action  previously  taken  under  Article  Thirty -Second. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:22  p.m. 
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At  7:00  o'clock  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  21,  1972,  the  polls  were  de- 
clared open  until  7:00  p.m.,  when  they  were  declared  closed  by  the 

Town  Clerk. 

The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 

Philip  Kendall 
Virginia  Vitale 
Marion  Kimball 
Marion  Cyr 
Vito  Costanza 

Helen  Thompson 
Patricia  Wilson 
Rosemary  Bryant 
Dorothy  Day 

Margaret  Sullivan 

Jean  Kitching 
Elinore  Ans teens en 
Muriel  Houser 

The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  519. 
This  agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box 
and  the  whole  number  was  519.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted, 
and  declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows : 

Moderator  (one  year) 
John  Kimball,  Jr.  488* 

Selectman  (three  years) 
Browning  E.  Mare an,  Jr.  468* 

Town  Treasurer  (three  years) 
Alice  F.  Castle  478* 

Assessor  (three  years) 
John  B.  Gamans  459* 

School -Committee  (three  years) 
Barbara  S.  Hartford  434* 
Suzanne  L.  Hart  380* 

Road  Commissioner  (one  year) 
William  T.  Gamble  442* 

Tree  Warden  (one  year) 
Wallace  H.  Knee land 

Park  Commissioner  (three 
George  W.  Day 

Commissioner  of  Cemetery 
J.  Putnam  Friend 

Water  Commissioner  (three  years) 
Harold  J.  Kitching  443* 

*Elected 

479* 
years) 

467* 
(three 

429* 

Trustees  of  Town  Library  (three  yrs) 
Ganson  Purcell  412* 
Richard  H.  St owe,  Jr.  440* 

Trustee  of  Town  Library  (two  years) 
Helen  G.  Shackford  442* 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (3  yrs) 
Lee  H.  Allen  246 
C.  Lawrence  Bond  259* 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (one  yr) 
Curtis  Campbell 
Peter  B.  Hathaway 

303* 

202 
Regional  Dist  School  Com  (three  years) 
,     Paul  Johnson  442* 
Constable  (one  year) 

Theodore  J.  Williams  470* 
Planning  Board  (five  years) 

Jackson  0.  Welsh    '  373* years)    John  P.  Wood  125 
"Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this 
town  for  the  operation,  holding  or 
conducting  a  game  commonly  called 
beano?"  Yes  177 

No  308* 
A  True  Copy  Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

June  28,  1972 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:10  p.m.  The 
Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable,  stat- 
ing that  said  "meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Article  First        To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before 
the  meeting. 

There  were  no  reports. 

Article  Second        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Long- 
Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  to  secure  pre-plans,  pre- 
specifications  and  pre-cost  estimates  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 
construction  of  an  addition  to,  and  renovation  of  the  Proctor  School, 
and  originally  equipping  same  and  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  $5,000.00  for  such  purpose;  and  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 

ing incidental  expenses  of  said  committee  connected  therewith,  includ- 
ing the  expenses  of  relating  such  information  to  the  Town,  or  take  any 

action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $5,000.00  from  the  school  property  option  fund,  which  was  ap- 

propriated under  Article  31  of  the  1968  Annual  Meeting  and  which  is 
no  longer  needed,  and  appropriate  said  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Long- Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  pre-plans,  pre-specifications  and  pre-cost  estimates  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  construction  of  an  addition  to,  and  reno- 

vation of  the  Proctor  School,  and  originally  equipping  same  and  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  incidental  expenses  of  said  committee  con- 

nected therewith,  including  the  expenses  of  relating  such  information 
to  the  Town. 

Mr.  Smith  of  the  Finance  Committee  stated  that  they  expect  to  seek 
approval  at  a  special  Town  Meeting  in  September  to  carry  out  these 
pre-plans  and  pre-specifications.    The  final  step  will  probably  take 
place  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting-  next  March. 

Article  Third        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  of 
the  Town  as  to  Article  Nineteenth  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March 
20,  1972,  as  to  a  technicality,  so  as  to  change  the  reference  to  the 
General  Laws  in  said  vote  from,  "Chapter  44,  Section  7,  as  amended," 
to  "Chapter  44,  Section  8,  as  amended."  _50- 



The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  amend  the 
vote  of  the  Town  as  to  Article  Nineteenth  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
of  March  20,  1972,  as  to  a  technicality,  so  as  to  change  the  reference 
to  the  General  Laws  in  said  vote  from,  "Chapter  44,  Section  7,  as 
amended,"  to  Chapter  44,  Section  8,  as  amended." 
The  vote  was  unanimous. 

Article  Fourth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement 
as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Plan  of  Lane  in  Topsfield  Showing  Drain- 

age Easement  for  Culvert  Drainage  onto  Lot  24A,  by  John  Parsons,  Reg'd 
Eng."    Said  plan  is  dated  June  12,  1972;  for  the  purpose  of  permitting 
the  Town  to  drain  water  through  a  culvert  onto  the  land  of  John  K. 
Whiting  III  and  Marion  C.  Whiting,  or  take  any  action  relative  there- 

to.   A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  an 
easement  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Plan  of  Land  in  Topsfield  Show- 

ing Drainage  Easement  for  Culvert  Drainage  onto  Lot  24A,  by  John  Par- 
sons, Reg'd  Eng."    Said  plan  is  dated  June  12,  1972;  for  the  purpose 

of  permitting  the  Town  to  drain  water  through  a  culvert  onto  the  land 
of  John  K.  Whiting  III  and  Marion  C.  Whiting.    A  copy  of  said  plan  is 
on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

Article  Fifth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  gratuitous 
conveyances  of  land  from  Cornelia  P.  Mare an  and  David  P.  Wheatland 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  public  water  storage  facilities  and 
appurtenances  thereto,  said  land  is  described  in  accordance  with  the 
following  description: 

"A  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  County  of  Essex, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  located  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Garden  Street  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southeasterly  comer  thereof  at  a  point  in  the 
northerly  side  of  Garden  Street  at  the  corner  of  the  wall  and  at  land 
nor  or  formerly  of  Peirce;  thence  running  westerly  by  the  northerly 
side  of  Garden  Street  40.0'  to  a  point  at  remaining  land  of  grantor; 
thence  turning  and  running  northerly  by  said  remaining  land  of  the 
grantor  and  by  a  line  which  is  40.0'  westerly  from  and  parallel  with 
a  stone  wall  marking  the  easterly  boundary  between  said  grantor's 
land  and  land  of  Peirce  and  Mare an  368.0'  more  or  less  to  a  point; 
thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  the  remaining  land  of  the 
grantor  28.0'  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  running  northerly,  still, 
by  remaining  land  of  the  grantor  150.0'  to  a  point;  thence  turning 
and  running  easterly,  still  by  the  remaining  land  of  the  grantor, 
68.0'  more  or  less  to  a  stone  wall  at  land  of  Ma re an;  thence  turning 
and  running  southerly  by  the  stone  wall  and  by  land  of  Marean  and 
land  of  Peirce  about  517.0'  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  side  of 
Garden  Street  and  place  of  beginning. 

Containing  about  24,950  square  feet,  and  as  shown  upon  a  plan  en- 
titled, "Plan  Showing  Proposed  Site  and  Details  for  a  Reinforced 
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Concrete  Water  Storage  Tank  as  made  for  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners ,  Topsfield,  Mass.    Scale  1"  =  40*  dated  December  1971,  made 

by  Clinton  F.  Goodwin,  Registered  Professional  Engineer,  25  Washington 
Square,  Haverhill,  Mass." 

Parcel  Two  -  From  Cornelia  P.  Marean 

"A  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  County  of  Essex 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  located  off  the  northerly  side  of 
Garden  Street  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Commencing  at  the  most  northeasterly  corner  of  "Parcel  One"  by  the 
stone  wall;  thence  running  southeasterly  by  other  land  of  the  grantor 
82.0'  to  a  point;;  thence  turning  and  running  southwesterly  by  other 
land  of  the  grantor  110.0'  to  a  point;  thence  turning  and  running 
northwesterly  48.0'  by  other  land  of  the  grantor  to  a  point-,  thence 
turning  and  running  southwesterly  53.0'  more  or  less  by  other  land 
of  the  grantor  to  the  stone  wall;  thence  turning  and  running  north- 

easterly along  said  stone  wall  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  David  P. 
Wheatland  150.0'  more  or  less  to  point  of  beginning.  Containing 
9,875  square  feet  more  or  less  as  shown  on  said  plan." 

The  grantors  retain  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  and  upon  the 
land  described  herein  with  vehicles  and  on  foot  as  occasion  may  re- 

quire for  access  to  his  remaining  land  westerly  and  northerly  of  the 
parcel,  together  with  others  to  whom  specific  written  .permission  is 
granted  by  the  grantee. 

And  to  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  expenses  connected  with  the  transfer  of  said  land,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto.    A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept 
gratuitous  conveyances  of  land  from  Cornelia  P.  Marean  and  David  P. 
Wheatland  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  public  water  storage 
facilities  and  appurtenances  thereto,  said  land  as  described  in 
Article  Fifth  and  the  plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Moderator  then  adjourned  the  meeting  at  8:18  p.m. 

A  True  Copy  Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER,  • Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

November  8,  1972 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:05  p.m.  The 
Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stat- 
ing that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 

There  were  no  reports. 

Second        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,375.00  to  the  Conservation  Com- 

mission for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  matching  grant  from  the  Ford 
Foundation;  such  funds  together  with  an  outright  grant  of  $759.00  to 
be  used  by  the  Commission  for  a  Foundation  approved  project  to: 

1 .  Prepare  resource  maps  for  planned  growth  and  open  space 
purposes ; 

2.  Prepare  an  informational  and  working  report  for  the  Town, 
utilizing  the  maps,  economic  data  and  other  information,  as 
a  community  resource  and  growth  planning  tool; 

3.  Undertake  such  other  related  activities  as  are  associated 
with  Ford  Foundation  Grant  Project  No.  729-0013; 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Three  Hundred 
Seventy- five  Dollars  ($1,375.00)  to  the  Conservation  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  matching  grant  from  the  Ford  Foundation; 
such  funds  together  with  an  outright  grant  of  $750.00  to  be  used  by 
the  Commission  for  a  Foundation  approved  project  to: 

1 .  Prepare  resource  maps  for  planned  growth  and  open  space 
purposes ; 

2.  Prepare  an  informational  and  working  report  for  the  Town, 
utilizing  these  maps,  economic  data  and  other  information,  as 
a  community  resource  and  growth  planning  tool ; 
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3.    Undertake  such  other  related  activities  as  are  associated 
with  Ford  Foundation  Grant  Project  No.  729-0013. 

Third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  authorize  the  Long 
Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  to  expend  said  money  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  the  services  of  an  architect  and  paying  other 
costs  involved  in  preparing  final  construction  plans  and  specifications 
and  for  obtaining  final  construction  bids  for  an  addition  to,  and  re- 

modeling of,  the  Proctor  School  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Forty- five  Thousand  Dollars 
($45,000.00)  and  authorize  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building 
Committee  to  expend  said  money  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  ser- 

vices of  an  architect  and  paying  other  costs  involved  in  preparing  the 
final  construction  plans  and  specifications  and  for  obtaining  final 
construction  bids  for  an  addition  to,  and  remodeling  of  the  Proctor 
School. 

Following  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  there  was  consider- 
able discussion  about  the  total  cost  of  the  project,  the  amount  of  the 

cost  that  would  be  reimbursed  by  the  State,  and  the  need  of  any  ad- ditions to  the  Proctor  School  at  this  time. 

After  the  discussion,  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  put to  a  vote  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Fourth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  authorize  the  Li- 

brary Trustees  to  expend  said  money  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the 
services  of  an  architect  and  paying  other  costs  involved  in  preparing 
final  construction  plans  and  specifications  and  for  obtaining  final 
construction  bids  for  an  addition  to,  and  remodeling  of,  the  Town  Li- 

brary or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty-Seven  Thousand 
Dollars  ($27,000.00)  and  authorize  the  Library  Trustees  to  expend  said 
sum  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  services  of  an  architect  and  pay- 

ing other  costs  involved  in  preparing  final  construction  plans  and 
specifications  and  for  obtaining  final  construction  bids  for  an  ad- 

dition to,  and  remodeling  of,  the  Town  Library. 

A  lengthy  discussion  followed,  after  which  the  Moderator  called  for  a 
voice  vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation,  which  was  not 
determinable.    There  followed  a  standing  vote  and  the  count  was; 
Yes  -  132;  No  -  131,  and  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was voted. 

Fifth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Ledgewood  Circle" 
as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  re- 

located by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled, 54 



"Definitive  plan  and  profile  Ledgewood  Circle,  Topsfield,  Mass."  dated 
August  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  a  gratuitous 
conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle  Road". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  "Ledge- 
wood Circle"  as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boun- 

daries and  measurement  of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered 
or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  en- 

titled "Definitive  plan  and  profile  Ledgewood  Circle,  Topsfield,  Mass. 
dated  August  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  accept  a  gratui- 

tous conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle  Road". 

Mr.  Edward  Monroe  of  Camp  Meeting  Road  stated  that  Ledgewood  Circle 
Road  came  within  15  feet  of  his  house  and  the  boundaries  were  question 
able.    He  suggested  the  article  be  tabled  until  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Bond,  Linebrook  Road,  stated  it  is  not  a  circle  and  made 
a  motion,  which  was  seconded,  to  amend  the  article  to  read: 

That  the  Town  vote  to  accept  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  a  public  way in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements 
of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Definitive  plan  and  profile  Ledgewood  Circle,  Topsfield,  Mass." 
dated  August  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Road". 

The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  discussion  on  the  motion  to  amend 
Article  Fifth.  There  was  no  discussion.  He  then  called  for  a  vote  on 
the  amended  article  and  the  amended  article  was  so  voted. 

Mr.  Monroe,  after  further  discussion,  made  a  motion  to  table  the 
article.    This  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Moderator  noted  that  a  motion  to  table  an  article  is  not  debatable 
A  motion  to  table  an  article  will  kill  any  action  on  this  article  from 
this  Town  Meeting.    To  accept  this  road  a  new  article  will  have  to  be 
placed  in  another  Town  Meeting  Warrant,  to  revive  any  action. 

The  Moderator  put  the  motion  to  table  to  a  vote  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Sixth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Parsonage  Lane  from 
Normandy  Row  to  Bare  Hill  Road,  including  Oak  Drive  from  Parsonage 
Lane  to  land  of  New  England  Power  Company  as  shown  on  the  Bare  Hill 
Subdivision  Plans  as  public  ways  in  accordance  with  the  locations, 
boundaries  and  measurement  of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  entitled  "Definitive 
Plan  Bare  Hill  Farm,  Topsfield,  Mass."  dated  March  7,  1963  and  "Defini 
tive  Plan  Bare  Hill  Farm,  Section  II,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  dated 
April  28,  1967  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  the  said  area  referred  to 
as  Oak  Drive,  "Oak  Drive"  and  the  said  area  referred  to  as  Parsonage 
Lane,  "Parsonage  Lane". 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  Parson- 
age Lane  from  Normandy  Row  to  Bare  Hill  Road,  including  Oak  Drive  from 

Parsonage  Lane  to  land  of  New  England  Power  Company  as  shown  on  the 
Bare  Hill  Subdivision  Plans  as  public  ways  in  accordance  with  the  lo- 

cations, boundaries  and  measurement  of  said  ways  laid  out, -altered  or 
relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  entitled 
"Definitive  Plan  Bare  Hill  Farm,  Topsfield,  Mass."  dated  March  7, 
1963  and  "Definitive  Plan  Bare  Hill  Farm,  Section  II,  Topsfield,  Massa- 

chusetts," dated  April  28,  1967  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  the  said 
area  referred  to  as  Oak  Drive,  "Oak  Drive"  and  the  area  referred  to  as 
Parsonage  Lane,  "Parsonage  Lane". 

Seventh        To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of 
an  easement  from  William  M.  Simon  as  follows,  "an  easement  to  flow 
water  through  a  ditch  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Lots  #77-,  81,  87, 
90,  91,  96  Washington  St."  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Regis- 

try of  Deeds,  as  Plan  616  of  1966,  and  as  said  ditch  presently  exists 
on  the  north  side  of  said  Washington  St.,  but  not  shown  on  said  plan. 
Also  said  grantees  and  their  employees  and  agents  shall  have  the  right 
to  clean  said  ditch  and  do  all  things  necessary  to  maintain  it." 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  from  William  M.  Simon  as  follows,  "an  easement 
to  flow  water  through  a  ditch  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Lots  #77, 
81,  87,  90,  91,  96  Washington  St."  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  Dist- 

rict Registry  of  Deeds,  as  Plan  616  of  1966,  and  as  said  ditch  pres- 
ently exists  on  the  north  side  of  said  Washington  St.,  but  not  shown 

on  said  plan.    Also  said  grantees  and  their  employees  and  agents  shall 
have  the  right  to  clean  said  ditch  and  do  all  things  necessary  to  main- 

tain it." 

Eighth        To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and 
adopt  the  following  amendment  to  the  Zoning  By-Law: 

"SECTION  VII    6.    Open  Space  Development  Plan 

A.    The  Planning  Board  may  approve  according  to  the  Subdivision 
Control  Procedures  authorized  in  Section  81L  of  Chapter  41  of  the  Gen- 

eral Laws,  a  subdivision  plan  in  any  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultur- 
al District  and  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  for  a 

tract  of  at  least  ten  (10)  acres  in  which  some  of  the  individual  lots 
do  not  conform  specifically  to  the  lot  area  or  frontage,  requirements 
of  Section  VII  above,  provided  that; 

1.    The  total  area,  excluding  roadways,  in  such  proposed  sub- 
division is  not  less  than  the  product  of  the  total  number  of  lots  times 

the  minimum  lot  size  for  the  zoning  district  in  which  the  subdivision 
is  located,  and  in  no  case  shall  an  individual  lot  have  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  required  lot  size  for  the  zoning  .district  in  which  the  sub- division is  located. 

2.    Each  lot  shall  have  a  minimum  street  frontage  of  eighty 
(80)  feet,  except  that  a  lot  on  the  turning  circle  of  a  dead  end 56 



street  may  have  a  frontage  of  not  less  than  fifty  (50)  feet,  provided 
that  the  distance  between  side  lot  lines  shall  be  at  least  one  hundred 
(100)  feet  at  the  front  most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the  Inner  Resi- 

dential and  Agricultural  District  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130) 
feet  at  the  front  most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the  Outlying  Residen- 

tial and  Agricultural  District. 

3.  The  number  of  lots  on  the  plan  does  not  exceed  the  number 
of  lots  upon  which  dwellings  could  have  been  constructed  on  the  total 
land  area  of  the  tract  without  this  Open  Space  Development  provision. 

4.  Front,  side  and  rear  yards  conform  with  the  requirements 
for  conventional  area  lots  in  the  same  district. 

5.  Provision  shall  be  made  so  that  at  least  30%  of  the  land 
area  of  the  tract,  exclusive  of  land  set  aside  for  road  area,  shall  be 
Open  or  undeveloped  land. 

6.  Provisions  shall  be  made  so  that  Open  Land  shall  be  owned: 

a.  In  common  by  owners  of  the  lots  in  the  tract,  or 
b.  By  a  membership  corporation,  trust  or  association 

whose  members  shall  include  all  owners  of  the  lots 
in  the  tract,  or 

c.  By  the  Town,  or 
d.  Otherwise,  as  the  Planning  Board  may  approve, 

provided  that  sufficient  rights  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Town  to  ensure  payment  of  taxes  and  provision  of  upkeep 
services. 

7.  A  conservation  restriction  shall  be  filed  in  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  restriction  index,  committing  the  Open  Land  to  conservation 
and  recreation  use  and  permitting  erection  of  no  structures  except 
small  structures  incident  to  such  uses. 

8.  The  Open  Space  shall  be  in  one  contiguous  parcel  except 
where  divided  by  streets  and  each  lot  shall  have  a  boundary  common 
with  the  Open  Space  or  access  by  a  right  of  way  or  easement. 

9.  The  Planning  Board  finds  that  the  proposed  plan  is  in 
harmony  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this  by-law  and  will  preserve 
permanent  open  space,  will  lead  to  efficient  land  use  and  to  economy 
in  provision  of  town  and  public  utility  services  and  will  increase  the 
amenities,  attractiveness,  and  recreation  potential  of  the  neighborhood. 
Specifically,  all  lots  should  be  suitable  for  building  and  found  to 
take  best  advantage  of  the  natural  terrain. 

B.    Said  subdivision  plan,  when  approved  and  recorded,  shall  be 
considered  a  supplementary  part  of  the  Zoning  By-Law,  and  thereafter 
no  land  therein  shall  be  sold  and  no  lot  line  shall  be  changed  in 
such  way  as  to  increase  the  extent  of  the  non- conformity  with  the 
general  provisions  of  this  by-law." 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the 
amendment  to  the  zoning  by-law  as  set  forth  in  Article  Eighth  of  the 
November  8,  1972  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Before  the  discussion  the  Moderator  pointed  out  that  this  recommenda- 
tion requires  a  two- thirds  vote  of  the  Town. 

C.  Frederic  Young,  Wildes  Road,  presented  a  motion  to  amend  Section 
A- 2  under  Section  VII  6.    Open  Space  Development  Plan,  to  read  as follows : 

2.    Each  lot  shall  have  a  minimum  street  frontage  of  eighty 
(80)  feet,  except  that  a  lot  on  the  turning  circle  of  a  dead  end 
street  may  have  a  frontage  of  not  less  than  fifty  (50)  feet,  provided 
that  in  all  cases  the  distance  between  side  lot  lines  shall  be  at 

least  one  hundred  (100)  feet  at  the  front  most  point  of  the"  dwelling in  the  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty  feet  (130)    at  the  front  most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the 
Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District. 

The  Moderator  called  a  brief  recess  to  check  a  legal  point  with  Town 
Counsel.    The'  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  stated  there 
was  a  motion  to  amend  article  and  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
by  adding  in  Paragraph  2  of  the  recommendation  the  words  "in  all  cases" 
in  the  third  line  after  the  words  "provided  that".    This  is  so-called 
"perfecting"  and  is  in  order. 

Following  a  lengthy  discussion,  the  motion  to  amend  Article  Eighth 
was  so  voted. 

Moderator  then  asked  if  any  other  discussion  of  Article  Eighth. 

There  was  further  discussion  concerning  the  number  of  houses  that 
could  be  built,  types  of  land  suitable  for  building,  open  space,  and 
the  responsibility  of  suitable  supervision. 

At  that  time,  due  to  a  raging  storm,  the  Auditorium  lights  went  out 
and  there  followed  a  ten-minute  recess  until  emergency  lighting  could be  obtained. 

After  this  recess,  the  Moderator  called  for  vote  on  Article  Eighth. 
The  Town  voted  -  Yes  124,  No  35,  to  adopt  the  amendment  to  the  zoning 
by-law,  which  reads: 

"SECTION  VII    6.    Open  Space  Development  Plan 

A.    The  Planning  Board  may  approve  according  to  the  Subdivision 
Control  Procedures  authorized  in  Section  81L  of  Chapter  41  of  the 
General  Laws,  a  subdivision  plan  in  any  Inner  Residential  and  Agri- 

cultural District  and  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District 
for  a  tract  of  at  least  ten  (10)  acres  in  which  some  of  the  individual 
lots  do  not  conform  specifically  to  the  lot  area  or  frontage  require- 

ment of  Section  VII  above,  provided  that: 
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1.  The  total  area,  excluding  roadways,  in  such  proposed  sub- 
division is  not  less  than  the  product  of  the  total  number  of  lots  times 

the  minimum  lot  size  for  the  zoning  district  in  which  the  subdivision 
is  located,  and  in  no  case  shall  an  individual  lot  have  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  required  lot  size  for  the  zoning  district  in  which  the  sub- 

division is  located. 

2.  Each  lot  shall  have  a  minimum  street  frontage  of  eighty 
(80)  feet,  except  that  a  lot  on  the  turning  circle  of  a  dead  end  street 
may  have  a  frontage  of  not  less  than  fifty  (50)  feet,  provided  that 
in  all  cases  the  distance  between  side  lot  lines  shall  be  at  least 
one  hundred  (100)  feet  at  the  front  most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the 
Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  and  one  hundred  thirty 
(130)  feet  at  the  front  most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the  Outlying 
Residential  and  Agricultural  District. 

3.  The  number  of  lots  on  the  plan  does  not  exceed  the  num- 
ber of  lots  upon  which  dwellings  could  have  been  constructed  on  the 

total  land  area  of  the  tract  without  this  Open  Space  Development 
provision. 

4.  Front,  side  and  rear  yards  conform  with  the  requirements 
for  conventional  area  lots  in  the  same  district. 

5.  Provision  shall  be  made  so  that  at  least  30%  of  the  land 
area  of  the  tract,  exclusive  of  land  set  aside  for  road  area,  shall  be 
Open  or  undeveloped  land. 

6.  Provisions  shall  be  made  so  that  Open  Land  shall  be 
owned: 

a.  In  common  by  owners  of  the  lots  in  the  tract,  or 
b.  By  a  membership  corporation,  trust  or  association 

whose  members  shall  include  all  owners  of  the  lots 
in  the  tract,  or 

c.  By  the  Town,  or 
d.  Otherwise,  as  the  Planning  Board  may  approve, 

provided  that  sufficient  rights  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Town  to  ensure  payment  of  taxes  and  provision  of  upkeep 
services. 

7.  A  conservation  restriction  shall  be  filed  in  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  restriction  index,  committing  the  Open  Land  to  conservation 
and  recreation  use  and  permitting  erection  of  no  structures  except 
small  structures  incident  to  such  uses. 

8.  The  Open  Space  shall  be  in  one  contiguous  parcel  except 
where  divided  by  streets  and  each  lot  shall  have  a  boundary  common 
with  the  Open  Space  or  access  by  a  right  of  way  or  easement. 

9.  The  Planning  Board  finds  that  the  proposed  plan  is  in 
harmony  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this  by-law  and  will  preserve 
permanent  open  space,  will  lead  to  efficient  land  use  and  to  economy 



in  provision  of  town  and  public  utility  services  and  will  increase 
the  amenities,  attractiveness,  and  recreation  potential  of  the  neigh- 

borhood.   Specifically,  all  lots  should  be  suitable  for  building  and 
found  to  take  best  advantage  of  the  natural  terrain. 

B.    Said  subdivision  plan,  when  approved  and  recorded,  shall  be 
considered  a  supplementary  part  of  the  Zoning  By-Law,  and  thereafter 
no  land  therein  shall  be  sold  and  no  lot  line  shall  be  changed  in  such 
way  as  to  increase  the  extent  of  the  non- conformity  with  the  general 
provisions  of  this  by-law." 

The  Moderator  then  adjourned  the  meeting  at  11:10  p.m. 

A  True  Copy  Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1973 

Ronald  J.  Cheatham 
Harold  C.  Lindstrom 
Anna  M.  Johnson 
Michael  D.  Fletcher 
Patricia  R.  Burley 
Howard  D.  Wood 
Irma  M.  Lampert 
Margaret  J.  Regii 
Harriot  P.  Nutter 
Ann  Wilcox 
Alice  B.  Warren 
Alice  E.  Blauser 
Anthony  A.  Lepore 
Elinore  M.  Ansteensen 
Gladys  M.  Bickford 
Ruth  Bouchard 
Rose  Chrissis 
Leslie  B.  Fales 
Maura  Johnson 
June  M.  Kenny 
Marguerite  King 
Doris  Cronkhite 
Avis  R.  Longo 
Cecil  A.  Payne 
Arthur  P.  Prentiss 
Anna  L.  Rosenkranz 
Mary  W.  Sanger 
John  Schumacher 
Betty jane  Walsh 
Mary  Jane  Dube 
Louise  Angle 
Robert  C.  Ash 
Anna  M.  Cavalieri 
Barbara  H.  Cohen 
George  A.  Crowe 
Barbara  Drislane 
David  E.  Estey 
Norma  Feinberg 
Charlotte  A.  Guest 
Patrick  A.  Hagan 
Mary  A.  Hingston 
Robert  F.  Kimball 
Ann  J.  Kuftinec 
Mary  E.  Maloney 
Pia  J.  Miller 
Irene  R.  Nissen 
T.  Dean  Publicover 
John  G.  Ray 
Henry  Smidt 
Walker  R.  Steward 
Kenneth  W.  Swain,  Jr. 
Alice  B.  Taylor 
Dale  0.  Turner 
Mats  E.  Viggh 
Richard  M.  Wadden 

Supervisor 1971 
Analyst 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Self-Employed 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Educator 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Retired 1971 
Homemaker 1971 
Truck  Driver 1971 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Retired 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Contract  Manager 1972 
Retired 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Pilot 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1972 
Homemaker 1973 
Retail  Salesman 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Manager 

.1973 Homemaker 1973 
Sales  Engineer 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Auto  Broker 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Service  Man 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Real  Estate 1973 
Insurance  Agent 1973 
Glass  Engineer 

1973 
Leather  Business 1973 
Retired 1973 
Insurance 1973 
Homemaker 1973 
Purchasing  Agent 1973 
Research  Engineer 1973 
Accountant 1973 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
.''  '■  <  '  ' 

Topsfield's  growth  continues  at  an  orderly  rate.    However,  the  prob- 
lems associated  with  it  seem  to  be  accelerating. 

Some  marginal  building  lots  are  being  built  on,  which  would  indicate 
the  need  for  stronger  definitions  in  various  town  ordinances  of  what 
constitutes  a  buildable  lot. 

We  are  also  at  a  high  in  ground  water  level,  which  should  subside 
over  the  next  few  years.    Sewerage  disposal  areas  have  also  come  to 
our  attention  this  past  year.    We  do,  however,  have  a  close  check  on 
these,  thanks  to  our  Health  Agent. 

The  first  year  of  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  is  upon  us.    The.  Town  re- 
ceived $68,001.50,  which,  it  was  decided  in  conjunction  with  the 

Finance  Committee,  to  apply  the  full  amount  to  the  Police  budget. 

We  still  do  not  know  the  status  of  the  Tops fie Id  reservoir  of  the 
Salem- Beverly  Water  Board.    Their  indecision  has  precluded  our 
ability  to  determine  the  future  of  the  area  relative  to  building  lots, 
streets,  etc. 

There  was  a  preliminary  regional  Police  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  with 
various  neighboring  towns.    This  is  the  first  step  in  a  cooperation 
effort  with  a  couple  of  the  towns,  particularly  in  sharing  some 
sophisticated  equipment  that  may  be  coming  available. 

The  land  fill  continues  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  with  few  problems, 
and  according  to  our  Pest  Control  Expert,  there  are  no  rodent  problems. 
The  worst  problem  seems  to  be  the  continuous  uncontrollable  destruction 
of  padlocks  on  the  entrance  gate. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen-Health  at  this  time  would  like  to  thank  the 
Health  Agent,  Police,  Fire,  Highway,  and  all  other  Town  departments 
and  boards  for  unselfish  devotion  to  duty,  and  for  helping  to  main- 

tain Topsfield  as  the  great  place  to  live  it  has  always  been. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. ,  Chairman 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR.  ,  Clerk 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
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REPORT  OF  THE  B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Established  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A,  Chapter  111  of  the 
General  Laws,  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  members  of 
said  district,  completed  its  fifth  year  of  operation.    At  the  annual 
district  meeting  the  following  members  were  elected  as  officers  and 
members  of  the  executive  committee  for  the  coming  year: 

Chairman 
Executive  Members 

Secretary/ Tre  asure  r 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 
Dr.  Buell  Bassette 
Joseph  F.  Robbins 
Francis  F.  Perry 

Topsfield Boxford 
Wenham 

Boxford  (Ex- officio member) 

man  and  his  environ- The  year  1972  was  an  eventful  year  with  regard  to 
ment.    Some  of  the  highlights  included: 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI 
B-T-W  Health  District 
Director 

1.  A  nation-wide  policy  was  adopted,  requiring  a  total  ban  in 
the  use  of  DDT  as  a  pesticide. 

2.  A  quirk  of  nature  plagued  our  Atlantic  Seaboard  with  the 
"red  tide".    Sea  water  became  discolored  by  the  presence  of  large 
numbers  of  dinof lagellates  (marine  plankton) ,  which  produced  toxins 
in  the  shellfish  that  are  hazardous  to  man.    Local  boards  of  health 
were  required  to  remove  all  forms  of  certain  shellfish  from  retail 
outlets.    Subsequently,  only  shellfish  harvested  from  certified  and 
approved  areas  are  permitted  to  be  sold.    This  episode  caused  a 
severe  economic  loss  to  the  local  shellfish  industry.    However,  the 
consumers  in  this  area  were  protected  through  an  "alert  system"  em- 

ployed by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  as  part  of  a 
Consumer  Protection  Plan. 

3.  Nature  continued  its  wrath  in  our  communities  by  establish- 
ing 1972  as  the  wettest  year  in  history. 
4.  Nationally,  it  was  projected  that  two  and  one-half  million 

new  dwelling  units  would  be  needed  to  house  our  population.  Locally, 
the  significant  increase  in  the  number  of  new  construction  permits 
issued  can  be  noted  in  the  Board  of  Health's  Report. 

A  major  issue  to  be  considered  early  in' 1973  will  be  state  reorgani- zation. Our  communities  should  be  concerned  with  the  impact  of  such 
legislation  and  what  effect  it  will  have  on  local  government. 
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THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

REPORT  OF  ACTIVITIES  IN  TOPSFIELD  FOR  1972 

The  year  1972  was  a  rather  exasperating  one  for  the  Essex  County 
Mosquito  Control  Project.    Mother  Nature,  in  providing  abnormal  rain- 

fall to  the  area,  also  provided  ideal  conditions  for  almost  continu- 
ous breeding  of  mosquitoes.    The  woodland  pools,  which  normally  dry 

up  during  mid- summer,  produced  many  consecutive  broods  of  the  insect 
summer  long.    The  cool,  cloudy,  wet  weather  extended  the  longevity  of 
the  mosquitoes  and  species  which  ordinarily  are  considered  only  as 
night-biters  were  on  the  wing  during  daylight  hours  because  of  the 
ever-present  high  humidity. 

Aside  from  the  natural  obstacles,  the  Project  was  inadvertently 
caught  up  in  the  austerity  program  at  state  level.    While  the  monies 
expended  for  mosquito  control  are  assessed  in  return  upon  each  of  the 
twenty- two  municipalities  enrolled,  based  on  equalized  valuation  and 
land  area,  they  are  originally  incorporated  in  the  overall  state 
budget.    By  failing  to  appropriate  the  full  amount  for  the  Essex 
County  Project,  the  Great  and  General  Court  decreased  the  Fiscal  1973 
budget  by  Forty -thousand  (40,000)  Dollars,  or  approximately  twenty- 
three  (23)  per  cent.    The  direct  result  of  this  action  was  a  reduction 
in  personnel  employed  by  the  Project  and  a  corresponding  cutback  in 
services  rendered  during  the  last  six  months  of  1972.    This  reduction 
will  also  be  in  effect  during  the  first  six  months  of  1973. 

Because  of  the  expense  of  operation  and  maintenance  of  heavy  equip- 
ment, the  program  of  permanent  work,  such  as  drainage  ditching  and 

water  management,  was  severely  curtailed,  and  many  of  the  planned 
activities  necessarily  postponed. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  the  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Project,  through  no  fault  of  its  own,  should  be  forced  to  cut  back  on 
its  services  at  a  time  when  the  public  is  demanding  a  greater  effort. 
It  is  equally  unfortunate  that  this  cutback  should  coincide  with  one 
of  the  wettest  years  ever  experienced  in  the  area. 

In  spite  of  the  above-mentioned  obstacles,  the  Project  is  pleased  to 
report  the  following  activity  in  Topsfield  during  1972: 

Pre-hatch  or  winter  ice  dusting  -  11  acres 
Application  of  larvicide  to  open  water  -  18  acres 
Brushing  out  along  brooks  and  streams  -  3,173  feet 
Ditching  with  power  equipment  -  3,121  feet 
Spraying  to  control  the  adult  mosquitoes  on  June  12,  2b;  July  10, 
17,  24,  31;  August  7,  14,  21 

We  wish  to  thank  the  residents  of  Topsfield  for  their  continued  coop- 
eration and  understanding,  and  barring  any  further  interference  with 

our  fiscal  appropriations,  we  look  to  1973  as  a  year  of  further  pro- 
gress toward  the  reduction  of  the  mosquito  problem  in  Essex  County. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
65  ROBERT  W.  SPENCER,  Superintendent 



REPORT  OF  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DISTRICT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1972. 

ORGANIZATION:    North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District 
Director:  James  N.  Chooljian 
Office  Secretary:    Mrs.  Dorothy  Wilkins 

This  important  service  to  our  Veterans  and  their  dependents  continues 
to  function  effectively.    This  program  is  authorized  by  General  Law, 
Chapter  115  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Town  of  Tops- 
field,  which  share  equally  in  the  cost  of  carrying  out  this  service. 

The  services  that  the  taxpayers  offer  is  in  grateful  remembrance  and 
appreciation  for  what  the  Veteran  has  given  to  his  State  and  Country. 
The  knowledge  that  the  Veteran,  his  widow  and  children  will  be  taken 
care  of  in  time  of  need  is,  I  am  sure,  deeply  appreciated. 

Your  agent  has  attended  several  meetings  throughout  the  year,  to  be 
well  informed  on  the  changing  laws,  and  has  met  with  other  agents  in 
the  state  on  various  occasions,  to  attend  seminars  and  hear  speakers 
from  the  State  and  Federal  branches  of  government  relating  to  Veterans  * affairs. 

It  is  always  the  intent  and  desire  of  this  office  to  remain  within  the 
appropriation  voted  by  the  townspeople.    I  would  like  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  and  grateful  appreciation  for  assistance  given  to  me  by 
your  board  and  others  in  various  town  departments  for  information 
sought  relating  to  investigation  of  cases  whenever  it  became  necessary 
to  obtain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  N.  CHOOLJIAN, 
Veterans  Agent 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1972 

There  were  seventy-three  (73)  permits  issued  and  inspections  made:  • New  Construction  58 
Remodeling  11 
Water  Heaters   4 

Total  73 

Respectfully  .submitted, 

WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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TOPSFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

CLIFTON  ELLIOTT,  CHIEF 

Richard  Crocker Deputy  Chief 

Howard  Stultz Deputy  Chief 

Robert  A.  Wood Deputy  Chief 

Ronald  Giovannacci 
Captain 

Gordon  Newton Lieutenant 

Frank  Watson Lieutenant 

Richard  Wyman Lieutenant 

Stephen  Carter James  Hurley 
Les  Clewes Fred  Jones 
Ron  Clewes David  Jordan 
Vito  Cos t an z a Wallace  Kneeland 

Antonio  D'Agostino Alexander  Longo 

Nicholas  D'Agostino Ralph  Moxcey 
Pasquale  D'Agostino Charles  Osborne,  Jr 
George  S.  Day Roger  Peabody 
John  Englehardt,  Jr. Dana  Sanger 
David  Fuller William  Simmons 
Baron  Fryer,  Jr. Robert  Skeffington 
William  Gamble 

William  Spencer" Warren  Giovannacci John  Sullivan 
Dale  Green Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 
Phil  Griffin Roger  Wildes Dean  Harwood Stephen  Woodbury 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1972. 

We  thank  the  officers  and  men  of  our  department,  as  well  as  Police 
Chief  Roger  G.  Peabody  and  the  men  of  his  department  and  the  operators 
of  the  emergency  center  for  their  cooperation  and  good  work  in  assist- 

ing us  on  our  emergency  calls. 

Our  emergency  number  is  887-2121. 

Please  give  your  name,  address,  location  and  type  of  emergency. 

For  Fire  Chief,  call:    Business  -  887-2345        Home  -  887-5437 

The  record  for  1972: 

23 False 4 Gas  spills 
2 Truck 2 Overheated  boilers 
9 Car  accidents 

14 
Grass 

4 Rubbish 1 Brush 
2 Washing  machines 1 Dishwasher 
4 Chimney 1 Clothes  dryer 
3 Cooking  stoves 1 T.  V. 
4 Car 3 Out  of  town  (mutual  aid) 
3 House 3 Electric 
2 Building 

37 Oil  burner  permits 2 Blasting  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT,  Chief 
HOWARD  STULTZ,  Deputy  Chief 
ROBERT  WOOD,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE  -  Roger  G.  Peabody 

SERGEANT  Harold  G.  Moore 

REGULAR  PATROLMEN: 
Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
William  H.  Howard,  Jr. 
Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 
Or in  A.  Nelson 
Richard  F.  Little 

RESERVE  PATROLMEN : 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne. 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

SPECIAL  POLICE: 
John  W.  Dwinell 
Chester  A.  Hood 

Jr. 

POLICEWOMAN Nellie  R.  Peabody 

REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1972 

Complaints  and  Investigations  .  1,559 
Summonses   383 
Arrests   68 
Citations  Issued: 

Warnings  ...  351 
Complaints  .  .  378 
Arrests    ...    40    669 

Accidents  Reported    228 
Accidents  Investigated    ....  156 
Burglar  Alarms  Answered  ....  307 
House  Checks   2,056 
House  Breaks   46 
Hospital  Runs   85 

Pistol  Permits  Issued  57 
Firearms  I.  D.  Permits  Issued  31 

Larceny  Over  $100 
Larceny  Under  $100 
Malicious  Damage  to 

Property  .  . 
Missing  Persons 
Defective  Equipment 

Tags  Issued 
Court  Hours  .  . 

4 
6 

55 27 

101 937 

Fines  Paid  to  Court 

$  8,421.00 Value  of  Stolen  Property 
Recovered  .  .  $45,838.86 

Restitution  Ordered  by 
the  Court  $  171.00 

Cruiser  Mileage  -  1971  Chevrolet  -  1-01-72 
1970  Ford  1-01-72 
1972  Plymouth  6-08-72 Totalled  in  accident. 

12-31-72  56,930.2 
6-08-72  28,237.8 
9-30-72  23,016.8* 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONSES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

All  motor  vehicle  offenses  (except  drunken  driving)    625 
Arrest  for  other  agencies    5 
Assault  and  battery    3 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon  -  gun    2 
Assault  and  battery  by  dangerous  weapon  -  knife    4 
Breaking  and  entering  in  daytime,  intent  to  commit  a  felony  .  .  5 
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Breaking  and  entering  in  the  nighttime   1 
Disorderly  person   3 
Disturbing  the  peace   4 
Drunkenness   31 

Forgery  .......      .  '  ....  5 
Insane  person    2 
Larceny  over  $100   4 
Larceny  under  $100   6 
Larceny  of  a  motor  vehicle    1 
Malicious  destruction  of  property    4 
Minor  in  possession  of  alcoholic  beverages  unaccompanied  by  parent  3 
Non- support    1 
Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor  .  .  18 
Possession  of  narcotic  drugs  -  hashish    1 
Possession  of  narcotic  drug  -  marijuana   4 
Possession  of  dangerous  weapon   1 
Possession  of  hypodermic  needle  and  syringe    2 
Receiving  stolen  property  .  .  7 
Truant   1 
Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority    10 
Uttering   6 

Total  759 

Disposition  of  Listed  Offenses 

Guilty   485 
Not  Guilty   34 
Nolo   16 
Nol  Pros   4 
Dismissed   19 
Filed   59 
Complaints  Denied  .  .    9 
Cases  Pending  -   10 
Juveniles  Released  to  Parents  Without  Court  Action    11 
Defaulted  to  the  Registry  by  the  Court   78 
Adult  Released   8 
Continued  Without  a  Finding    24 
Court  Findings  Appealed   2 

Total  759 

With  the  population  growing  in  Topsfield,  the  Police  Department  activi- 
ties have  increased  over  the  last  year.    Juvenile  problems  have  also 

increased.    With  the  lowering  of  the  drinking  age  to  eighteen,  I  hope 
it  won't  cause  more  problems.    House  breaks  have  also  increased.  We 
were  able  to  apprehend  six  house  breakers,  thanks  to  alert  neighbors, 
who  reported  suspicious  persons  and  vehicles  in  the  area.    The  Police 
Department  appreciates  anyone  who  reports  suspicious  activities.  We 
are  always  glad  to  check  them  out,  even  'though  they  may  be  okay. 

Sgt.  Moore  and  Officer  Heard  took  a  week's  course  at  the  Bradley 
Palmer  Academy,  in  the  operation  of  a  Breathalyzer.    They  are  both 
qualified  operators  now.    Officers  Orin  Nelson  and  Richard  Little 
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graduated  from  the  State  Police  Academy  this  year. 

Several  street  intersections  will  be  recommended  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  for  the  approval  of  stop  signs. 

The  Police  Department  has  engraving  tools  that  may  be  borrowed,  to  en- 
grave your  valuables. 

This  year  we  purchased  another  radio.  This  radio  is  on  the  Inter- City 
Network,  and  will  help  tremendously. 

This  will  be  my  final  report  as  Chief  of  Police,  as  I  will  be  retiring 
in  September  1973.    I  have  found  my  25  years  on  the  Department  very 
rewarding,  and  I  will  certainly  miss  the  Department.    I  wish  to  thank 
all  the  Town  Departments  that  have  been  helpful  to  me.    Also,  the 
surrounding  towns  and  the  State  Police.    Also,  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Emergency  Center  Operators. 

Last,  a  special  thanks  to  all  the  men  in  my  Department.    It  has  been 
a  privilege  to  work  with  fine  and  dedicated  men.    I  hope  the  next 
Chief  will  get  the  same  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROGER  G.  PEABODY,  Chief  of  Police 

REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  EMERGENCY  CENTER 

Lila  M.  Wildes,  our  Chief  Operator  and  devoted  town  employee  for  many 
years,  passed  away  this  last  year.    Lila  will  be  deeply  missed  by  her 
many  friends  and  co-workers  at  the  Emergency  Center.    The  operators 
hope  to  carry  on  in  the  fine  tradition  established  by  our  late  Chief 
Operator. 

I  submit  my  report  on  the  Emergency  Center  at  the  end  of  the  sixth 
year  of  operation. 

Personnel  of  the  Emergency  Center 

Operators :    Norma  Carter  JoAnne  Leathe 
Priscilla  Gamble  Sheila  Moise 
Virginia  Los  Peter  Yetman 
Nellie  Peabody  June  Nichols 

Due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  calls  to  the  Emergency  Center, 
we  have  outgrown  our  present  equipment  and  are  planning  some  changes 
in  1973.    We  hope  to  have  a  new  console  for  our  radio  system  to  help 
our  efficiency,  and  new  telephone  lines  to  expedite  all  calls  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALYCE  C.  JOHNSON,  Chief  Operator 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT 

This  was  a  year  of  excessive  lawn  mowing,  due  to  a  moist  spring  and 
summer.    We  were  able  to  cope  with  it  on  the  Common,  the  Church  Piece, 
the  Library  Triangle  and  Library  grounds,  and  the  triangles  on  South 
Main  Street  and  Rowley  Road,  but  the  athletic  fields  were  poorly  cared 
for,  by  reason  of  a  lack  of  man  power.    We  expect  to  remedy  this  short- 

coming in  1973  by  seeking  additional  funds  to  properly  maintain  the 
baseball  diamonds,  which  are  used  more  each  year  for  the  active  pro- 

grams of  the  Topsfield  Recreation  Committee. 

The  flagpole  on  the  Common,  a  landmark  since  the  year  1880,  was  the 
object  of  vandalism.    The  halyards  on  this  97-foot  pole  were  severed 
twice,  making  it  impossible  to  fly  our  flag  during  October.    We  have 
a  contract  with  a  Salem  firm  to  make  necessary  structural  repairs,  re- 

place the  Manila  halyards  with  nylon,  and  to  paint  the  mast,  so  that 
the  flag  will  again  wave  in  Topsfield. 

The  two  Christmas  trees  were  lighted  again  this  year  and  received 
favorable  comment.    Eventually  the  large  tree  at  the  library  will  be 
replaced,  as  it  becomes  more  difficult  each  year  to  decorate  it. 

We  have  continued  our  tree  feeding  and  tree  planting  program.  The 
Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Committee  has  been  very  helpful  in  selecting 
the  correct  variety  of  shrubs  and  trees,  and  we  will  work  closely 
with  them  in  the  future  to  replace  the  dead  and  diseased  trees  in  the 
area  around  the  Common. 

The  Park  Commissioners  have  met  with  the  Recreation  Committee  and 
representatives  of  the  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  to  coordinate 
the  use  and  maintenance  of  the  athletic  fields.    We  are  presently  re- 

sponsible for  the  upkeep  of  the  three  baseball  diamonds  in  the  rear 
of  the  Emerson  Center,  two  at  the  Proctor  School,  and  the  recently 
renewed  diamond  at  the  Steward  School.    The  Selectmen  advised  the 
Recreation  Committee  to  close  the  Grove  Street  skating  pond  because 
of  a  drainage  problem  there,  so  the  North  Street  Pond  is  the  only 
town  maintained,  safe  skating  area.    It  is  our  opinion  that  another 
skating  facility  be  made  available  in  the  center  of  town  for  the  small 
children,  and  a  hockey  rink  complex  for  our  young  adults. 

Our  superintendent,  Hazen  Earle,  has  performed  his  duties  well  under 
difficult  conditions,  and  his  cooperation  with  us  has  been  above  re- 
proach. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  R.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  IPSWICH  RIVER  WATERSHED  DISTRICT  (1966-1972) 

The  prolonged  drought  of  the  1960 's  forced  attention  to  the  inade- 
quacies of  many  of  the  water  supply  systems  serving  Essex  County.  A 

regional  approach  to  the  problem  was  clearly  indicated.    The  Conser- 
vation Commissions,  the  Essex  County  Greenbelt  Associations  and  other 

concerned  individuals  assisted  the  Department  of  Natural  Resource  in 
the  first  broad  study  of  Ipswich  River  water  resources,  which  was  pub- 

lished in  1964  under  the  title  of  "House  Bill  4100".    To  follow  up  on 
this  study,  Representative  Hatch  filed  legislation  that  became  Chap- 

ter 682  of  the  Acts  of  1966,  establishing  the  Ipswich  River  Watershed 
District.    Membership  includes  Peabody,  Beverly,  and  the  15  towns  lying 
in  the  watershed,  as  well  as  Gloucester,  Lynn,  Salem,  Essex  and  Rock- 
port.    Each  town  and  city  appoints  a  representative  to  an  advisory 
board,  which  elects  a  five-man  commission  to  direct  the  district's 
affairs.    Topsfield's  representative  has  served  on  the  Commission 
since  its  inception. 

The  district  is  a  planning  and  coordinating  body.    Its  powers  are  ad- 
visory.   It  cannot  build  reservoirs,  lay  pipes  or  sell  water.    It  is 

required  to  investigate  all  available  water  resources  and  methods 
for  preserving  and  developing  them. 

The  geology  of  the  river  provides  no  feasible  on-stream  sites  for 
large  water  storage.    Ho  4100  located  34  possible  off -stream  sites 
that  could  be  used  by  pumping  from  the  river  during  periods  of  high 
flow. 

In  1969,  the  commission  engaged  Whitman  and  Howard,  engineers,  to  re- view these  34  sites  and  advise  as  to  which  were  most  suitable  for 
reservoii  development.    Their  report  provided  data  on  four  sites 
that  had  a  combined  capacity  of  6.4  billion  gallons  and  also  proposed 
a  new  site,  30B,  located  in  Ipswich  northeast  of  the  Lasalette  Semi- 

nary.   At  one  location,  this  reservoir  could  provide  20.8  billion 
gallons  of  storage.    It  has  the  advantage  of  a  downstream  locus  that 
takes  advantage  of  the  maximum  drainage  area  and  leaves  its  water  in 
the  upper  reaches,  thus  adding  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  river. 
The  great  depth  of  the  reservoir,  110  feet,  leads  to  efficient  land 
use  and  minimizes  evaporation.    There  are  obvious  economies  in  a 
large-scale  operation. 

Water  from  site  30B  could  be  piped  to  all  the  towns  and  cities  in 
the  District  and  could  flow  upstream  by  gravity  as  far  as  North  Read- 

ing.   The  water  will  require  treatment.    While  it  could  be  sold  un- 
treated to  communities  having  their  own  treatment  plants,  a  facility 

at  site  30B  would  be  essential  if  the  smaller  towns  are  to  use  this 
water  to  augment  their  high-quality  well  water  supplies. 

At  this  time  Lynnfield  Center  was  developing  its  plans  for  a  1.8 
billion  gallon  reservoir  using  water  pumped  from  the  Ipswich.  The 
land  has  been  acquired.    Construction  can  be  expected  to  begin  shortly. 
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The  Salem- Beverly  system  had  survived  the  drought  of  the  1960's  with- 
out much  trouble  because  they  had  recently  completed  the  Putnamville 

reservoir.    They  had  long  been  looking  for  still  another  site  and  at 
this  time,  proceeding  unilaterally  without  reference  to  the  IRWSD, 
began  studies  for  a  Topsfield  reservoir  with  a  projected  capacity  of 
1.8  billion  gallons.    Since  1913,  they  have  held  the  right  to  take 
land  in  Topsfield  for  reservoir  use.    In  1971,  they  went  to  the 
legislature,  obtaining  approval  to  virtually  double  the  quantity  of 
water  that  they  could  take  annually  from  the  river. 

In  the  opinion  of  some,  Salem  and  Beverly,  which  are  old  cities  with 
modest  potential  for  growth,  will  not  need  this  vast  gallonage  and  it 
was  unfair  to  other  communities  to  assign  such  a  large  percentage  of 
available  water  to  this  system.    Action  by  the  two  cities  to  authorize 
the  necessary  bond  issue  has  not  as  yet  been  taken.    When  this  is  done, 
the  water  board  will  proceed  to  identify  and  take  by  eminent  -domain  the 
land  required.    Actual  construction  may  be  delayed  up  to  ten  years. 
While  all  indications  point  to  their  proceeding  with  the  Topsfield 
reservoir,  it  is  possible  that  the  cities  might  abandon  their  plans, 
investigate  the  cost  of  laying  pipes  to  site  30B  and  sharing  in  its 
construction. 

The  1970  legislature  authorized  a  $5,000,000  bond  issue  for  the  pur- 
chase of  reservoir  sites  throughout  the  state.  Political  realities 

are  such  that  no  county  can  hope  to  have  more  than  one  site  qualify 
under  this  program.  No  sites  have  yet  been  purchased.  Clearly,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  IRWSD  to  identify  that  site  in  the  watershed 
that  would  have  the  greatest  potential  for  serving  the  residents  of 
the  county. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  evaluate  proposals  by  the  Metropolitan  Area 
Planning  Council  and  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  which  would  require 
no  reservoir  construction.    In  1971,  the  commission  therefore  engaged 
Hill  and  Lind  in  1971  to  evaluate  six  alternatives  for  supplying  the 
water  needs  of  the  district. 

Alternate  1:     (MAPC)    Extend  MDC  pipes  to  serve  the  district.  The 
major  weakness  of  this  proposal  lies  in  its  failure  to  identify  or 
cost  out  additional  water  sources  for  MDC,  whose  present  supplies 
would  be  wholly  incapable  of  meeting  this  added  demand. 

Alternate  2:     (News  Study)    Diversion  of  treated  Merrimac  water 
direct  to  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  district.    This  proposal 
assumes  that  the  Merrimac  will  be  cleaned  up  and  would  provide  large 
upstream  storage  in  New  Hampshire  to  protect  the  low  water  flows  in 
the  river.    This  is  one  of  the  more  costly  alternatives  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  might  well  be  questionable. 

Alternate  3:     (News  Study)    Construct  reservoirs  at  four  of  the  small- 
er sites  and    one  or  four  treatment  plants.  .This  proposal  would 

provide  a  safe  yield  of  18  million  gallons  a  day,  sufficient  only  to 
the  needs  of  the  later  1980' s.    The  study  was  not  complete  nor  fully cos ted. 
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Alternate  3A:    Similar  to  Alternate  3,  but  reservoirs  at  site  16  in 
Middle ton,  site  30A  in  Ipswich,  and  the  Topsfield  reservoir,  three 
treatment  plants.    Safe  yield,  18  million  gallons  per  day.  This 
proved  to  be  the  most  costly  of  the  alternatives  studied. 

Alternates  4  and  4A:     (MAPC)    These  alternatives  vary  only  in  the 
point  at  which  water  would  be  taken  from  the  Merrimac.    They  propose 
diverting  untreated  water  from  the  Merrimac  to  the  Ipswich  during 
seven  months  of  the  year.    This  water  would  be  picked  up  by  existing 
pumping  equipment  and  pumps  to  be  installed  at  Lynnfield,  Topsfield, 
and  at  a  2.8  billion  gallon  reservoir  occupying  a  small  part  of  site 
30B.    The  safe  yield  would  be  25  million  gallons  per  day.    The  cost 
exceeds  that  of  Alternate  5. 

Alternate  5:    Construct  a  10  billion  gallon  reservoir  at  site  30B, 
which  would  be  filled  during  high  flow  periods  and  treated  and  piped 
to  District  communities.    The  safe  yield  would  be  25  million  gallons 
per  day  and  the  cost  $304  per  million  gallons.    It  would  carry  the 
district  into  the  1990 ' s  and  be  large  enough  to  make  effective  use  of 
a  Merrimac  diversion,  which  appears  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  needs 
projected  for  2020. 

Hill  and  Lind  conclude  their  report  with  a  strong  recommendation  for 
Alternate  5,  as  providing  the  least  costly  solution,  together  with 
maximum  flexibility.    Although  this  site  can  be  developed  to  store 
25  billion  gallons,  they  do  not  recommend  its  full  development.  The 
Hill  and  Lind  report  is  the  first  engineering  study  to  recognize  that 
maximum  use  of  the  river  for  water  supply  creates  environmental 
problems.    They  say,  "Investigators  have  focused  on  quantity,  quality 
and  cost  of  supplying  water.    Undoubtedly,  many  environmental  ques- 

tions will  have  to  be  answered  before  any  alternative  is  implemented." 
They  recommend  acquisition  of  Middleton  site  16,  which  is  largely  con- 

tained within  the  Boxford  State  Forest,  for  recreation  and  augmentation 
of  low  flow  in  the  river  and  further  suggest  construction  of  several 
low-head  on-stream  dams  to  improve  conditions . at  water  intakes  and 
to  provide  relatively  wide,  long  stillwaters,  where  in  dry  periods 
the  river  now  contracts  to  the  size  of  an  insignificant  brook. 

The  Water  Resources  Commission  has  now  developed  a  computer  model  of 
the  Ipswich  River,  which  can  be  of  inestimable  value  in  evaluating 
all  proposals  for  its  management.    The  basic  input  includes  volumi- 

nous hydrological  data,  the  capacities  and  needs  of  existing  water 
systems  and  reservoirs  and  the  projected  needs  of  an  expanding  popu- 

lation.   On  this  base,  one  can  postulate  new  pumps  and  reservoirs 
and  learn  from  the  model  the  effect  of  these  installations  on  every 
other  aspect  of  the  river  system. 

A  1972  study  using  this  model  postulates  reservoirs  of  three  differ- 
ent capacities  at  site  30B.    All  three  of  these  proposals  indicate 

that  a  Merrimac  diversion  will  eventually  be  necessary.    The  larger 
the  reservoir  constructed,  the  later  the  date  at  which  it  will  be  re- 

quired.   The  study  assumes  that  no  reservoir  will  be  constructed  at 
Topsfield,  because  the  Commission  feels  that  adequate  development  at 
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30B  will  make  development  of  the  Tops fie Id  site  unimportant  and  re- dundant . 

These  studies  have  all  used  the  1968  MAPC  population  forecasts,  which 
assume  abrogation  of  existing  zoning  controls  and  a  phenomenal  growth 
of  our  smaller  communities.-    The  studies  also  assume  continuation  of 
the  long  trend  to  increased  individual  water  use.    Only  the  future 
will  prove  the  validity  or  lack  of  it  of  the  MAPC  forecasts.  Certain- 

ly many  communities  will  fight  hard  to  contain  their  growth  within 
more  reasonable  limits.    Virtually  no  attention  has  been  given  by  any- 

one to  reducing  wasteful  and  unnecessary  use  of  drinking  water.  Tech- 
nological improvements,  such  as  redesign  of  the  common  toilet,  may  re- 

duce or  eliminate  the  projected  increase  in  individual  use. 

A  Merrimac  diversion  will  be  costly  per  million  gallons  delivered,  for 
it  can  be  used  only  for  seven  months  of  the  year.    A  Godsend  in  a 
period  of  dry  years,  it  will  be  little  used  in  normal  years  and  not 
at  all  in  a  series  of  wet  years,  such  as  1972.    It  would  seem  prudent 
to  explore  all  alternatives  to  this  diversion.    Even  in  a  dry  year, 
much  of  our  flood  waters  go  out  to  sea.    Maximum  development  of  res- 

ervoir sites,  together  with  increases  in  pump  sizes  somewhat  above 
what  are  currently  considered  economical,  will  capture  a  larger  pro- 

portion of  now-wasted  flood  waters.    Such  action  would  certainly  de- 
lay the  date  at  which  a  Merrimac  diversion  is  needed  and  might  even 

prove  it  unnecessary.    Professional  water  men,  in  concentrating  on 
their  basic  duty,  give  all  too  little  consideration  to  the  environ- 

mental needs  of  the  Ipswich  River,  its  importance  as  a  major  county 
recreational  resource,  and  its  aesthetic  contributions  to  life  in 
the  county,    unless  the  low  flow  in  dry  periods  is  augmented  by  reser- 

voirs built  for  that  purpose,  rather  than  for  water  supply,  or  by  in- 
creases in  the  minimum  flows  required  before  pumping  can  commence,  the 

already  delicate  ecological  balance  in  the  river  will  become  critical. 

Comments  have  been  made  that  if  a  reservoir  is  to  be  built  in  Topsfield, 
the  town  should  have  access  to  its  water.    Use  of  reservoir  water  is, 
however,  impractical  for  Topsfield,  for  it  would  require  construction 
of  a  small,  and  therefore  inefficient  and  expensive  treatment  plant, 
which  would  probably  be  used  only  in  drought  periods.    The  town  would 
do  better  to  locate  and  purchase  one  or  two  additional  well  sites  with 
potential  capacity  to  serve  a  larger  population  than  present  residents 
ever  want  to  see.    If  this  population  does  come,  these  sites  can  be 
developed.    Until  that  time,  the  sites  will  provide  excellent  conser- 

vation land,  preserving  open  space  that  will  be  a  major  asset  in  pre- 
serving the  country  character  of  the  community. 

Before  proceeding  with  construction  of  the  reservoir,  or  with  a  low 
dam  on  the  river  just  below  the  canal  from  which  Salem-Beverly  takes 
its  river  water,  the  water  board  will  be  required  to  file  Environmen- 

tal Impact  statements.    Properly  designed  and  managed,  the  dam  could 
be  an  environmental  plus.    If  designed  solely  for  the  purposes  of  the 
water  board,  it  could  be  a  disaster.    The  town  will,  of  course,  be 
concerned  with  the  amount  of  land  taken  to  protect  the  reservoir.  It 
should  insist  that  walking  and  riding  trails  be  provided  around  the 
reservoir.    Hie  views  from  the  surrounding  hills  extend  from  the  blue 
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water  of  Ipswich  Bay  to  Mt.  Wachusett  and  the  New  Hampshire  hills. 
Present  Department  of  Public  Health  rules  do  not  permit  boating  or 
water  sports  on  water  supply  reservoirs.    By  the  time  construction 
takes  place,  these  rules  will  almost  certainly  have  been  modified  to 
permit  limited  boating  (no  motors)  on  secondary  reservoirs.  With 
this  in  mind,  the  town  might  insist  that  the  raising  of  Route  1 
across  the  reservoir  include  a  bridge.    A  bridge  will  permit  enjoy- 

ment of  a  3/4-mile  long  lake.    Without  a  bridge,  there  will  be  two 
3/8-mile  long  ponds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  PEIRCE 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECYCLING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Topsfield  Recycling  program  has  been  in  operation  since  May,  1971. 
Since  September,  1971,  the  Recycling  Center  has  been  located  in  the 
Town  Highway  Garage.    The  recycling  committee  has  received  $437  for 
the  sale  of  newspapers  and  cans. 

In  April  of  1972  the  Recycling  Committee  purchased  a  glass  crusher 
from  the  Roll-Ezy  Corporation  in  Illinois.    The  cost  of  the  crusher 
was  $254.10,  and  half  of  this  price  ($127.05)  was  paid  by  the  Select- 

men.   The  other  half  was  purchased  out  of  earnings  from  recycling. 

In  October  of  1972  a  high  school  student  was  hired  to  supervise  the 
center  each  week.    The  pay  for  this  student  came  from  recycling  earn- 

ings.   Volunteers  also  assist  at  the  center  during  the  time  when  it 
is  open.    The  Recycling  Center  has  sponsored  monthly  paper  drives 
(except  during  April  and  October  when  the  Boy  Scouts  hold  paper  drives) 
and  plans  to  continue  to  hold  them  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 

The  Recycling  Center  is  open  every  Saturday  from  9:00  a.m.  until  noon, 
and  all  residents  are  invited  to  bring  clean  bottles  and  cans  at  that 
time.    The  committee  welcomes  volunteers  to  sort  and  crush  the  materi- 
als. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  JUDSON  PRATT 
MRS.  HERBERT  F.  WASS 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Conservation  Commission  has  spent  much  of  1972  involved  in  wet- 
lands.   In  February,  1972,  Conservation  Commissions  were  given  power 

to  review  and  make  recommendations  on  wetlands  alteration  to  the  De- 
partment of  Natural  Resources.    Previously,  this  had  been  a  duty  of 

the  Selectmen.    In  this  capacity,  we  held  several  "Hatch  Act"  hear- 
ings.   Our  duties  were  increased  in  October  by  the  passage  of  Chapter 

784,  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act.    This  act  combines  the  Hatch  and 
Jones  Acts  into  one  comprehensive  piece  of  legislation  for  the  pro- 

tection of  the  wetlands.    By  this  act,  Conservation  Commissions  are 
empowered  to  impose  conditions  upon  the  alteration  of  wetlands .  This 
makes  us  regulatory  bodies  within  the  town  framework.    We  have  been 
inv-lved  with  one  hearing  under  this  new  Act. 

One  of  the  dangers  of  our  new  powers  is  that  they  will  take  too  much 
time  away  from  what  should  be  our  main  job- -planning  open  space  for 
the  community  through  land  acquisition  and  encouragement  of  gifts  of 
land. 

There  have  been  attempts  over  the  past  year  to  make  a  start  on  acquir- 
ing land.    It  is  possible  for  a  town  to  be  reimbursed  up  to  751  of 

the  purchase  price  of  a  suitable  piece  of  land  from  state  and  federal 
funds.    It  is  also  possible  for  the  Conservation  Commission  or  a  land 
trust  to  receive  gifts  of  land  that  will  be  either  kept  in  its  origi- 

nal state  or  used  for  recreation.    We  hope  to  make  land  owners  and  de- 
velopers aware  of  the  various  ways  that  land  can  be  kept  open. 

The  Conservation  Commission  was  awarded  a  Ford  Foundation  Grant,  con- 
tingent on  matching  funds  from  the  Town.    This  money  was  voted  at  the 

special  Town  Meeting  and  $3,500  is  now  available  to  develop  land  use 
tools  and  maps.    The  first  expenditure  from  the  funds  will  be  for 
maps  delineating  the  wetlands  in  town.    A  review  of  existing  town  sur- 

veys, plans,  maps,  etc.,  will  be  made,  and  recommendations  concerning 
future  land  use  will  be  made  to  the  Town.    It  is  hoped  that  input  from 
all  the  town  agencies  will  become  part  of  these  recommendations.  A 
subcommittee  is  being  formed  to  do  this  work. 

We  continue  to  use  subcommittees  in  our  work.    The  Tree,  Trail,  Clean- 
up, and  Recycling  Committees  are  carrying  on  their  work,  and  reports 

follow.    We  have  a  representative  (Mrs.  Dorothy  Wass)  on  the  Route  1 
Study  Committee.    The  Soil  Removal  Study  Committee  (Fred  Young,  David 
Small,  Henry  Behrens)  concluded  its  work  at  the  special  Town  Meeting. 
We  have  made  recommendations  to  the  Planning  Board  on  two  subdivisions, 
supported  the  Open  Space  Development  Plan  adopted  by  the  town,  and 
lobbied  for  a  definition  of  a  buildable  lot  in  the  Town  By-Laws. 

Walter  Barndt  found  it  necessary  to  resign  as  chairman  in  October. 
Derek  Van  Etten  and  Barbara  Welsh  resigned  earlier  in  the  year. 
Happily,  all  three  former  members  are  still  involved  and  contributive 
in  less  time-consuming  capacities.    Francis  Brown  has  resigned  as 
chairman  of  the  Trails  Committee,  but  he  too  has  indicated  willingness 

78 



to  remain  on  the  committee. 

Our  continuing  need  is  for  expertise  and  time  from  interested  towns- 
people and  for  support  from  other  agencies  of  Town  government . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BARBARA  K.  BOOTH,  Chairman 
MARLENE  F.  SCHROEDER,  Secretary 
JANES  R.  KLOCK,  Planning  Board 
ELWOOD  D.  BICKFORD 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER 
GANSON  PURCELL,  JR. 
JOHN  C.  WHITE 

REPORT  OF  THE  CLEAN-UP  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Topsfield  Clean-Up  Committee  held  two  successful  clean-up  days  in 
Topsfield  during  1972.  The  Selectmen  endorsed  the  town-wide  clean-up 
on  April  29  and  the  Town  started  the  spring  spotless. 

Many  barrels  were  placed  around  town  for  passers-by  to  deposit  their 
litter  in.  From  the  accumulation  of  trash,  these  barrels  are  a  suc- 
cess. 

On  November  4  the  second  Town  clean-up  program  was  held,  and  the  day 
was  cold,  windy,  and  wet. 

At  both  clean-up  days,  large  plastic  bags  were  supplied  to  anyone 
willing  to  help.    The  Scouts  have  proved  to  be  very  valuable  trash 
collectors,  including  the  little  Brownies,  who  have  been  very  enthusi- astic. 

There  will  be  another  clean-up  next  spring  to  pick  up,  among  other 
litter,  the  winter's  accumulation  of  weekly  dog-torn  trash  bags.  All 
residents  of  Topsfield  are  strongly  encouraged  to  participate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARTHA  F.  BROWN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  SUBCOMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Page  70  of  the  1971  Town  Report  outlined  the  extensive  program  planned 
for  Topsfield  in  1972--and  coinciding  with  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Arbor  Day.    It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  program  has  been  suc- 

cessfully completed. 

A  casual  observer  might  question  the  need  for  a  major  tree  planting 
program  in  Topsfield,  feeling  that  the  Town  is  blessed  with  adequate 
and  well  distributed  shade  trees.    However,  many  large  trees  in  key 
locations  are  now  so  old  that  they  will  soon  be  gone.    Unless  young  and 
vigorous  new  stock  is  planted  near  by,  we  could  have  barren  areas  simi- 

lar to  sections  of  the  business  area  on  Main  Street,  where  the  recent 
planting  of  15  trees  has  only  partially  corrected  a  long-standing  need. 

The  1972  program  was  a  total  program- -a  program  for  the  whole  town. 
Our  Tree  Warden,  Mr.  Kneeland,  and  this  committee  were  pleased  to  work 
with  many  town  departments,  the  two  garden  clubs  and  junior  gardeners, 
Scouts,  business  men,  and  individual  property  owners.    During  the 
rush  of  planting  over  100  trees  in  the  spring,  we  were  fortunate  to 
obtain  the  services  of  several  capable  young  men  who  worked  long  hours 
and  through  weekends  to  properly  accomplish  the  project. 

The  following  list  briefly  summarizes  the  program  completed: 

Large  trees  (1-  to  6-inch  trunk  diameter  and  8-  to  20  feet  tall) 
planted  along  roadways,  in  park,  cemetary,  school,  recreation, 
and  Water  Department  areas : 

38 Flowering  crab  and  cherry  trees 5  Linden 
10 Red  maples 1  Hornbeam 
12 Sugar  maples 3  Amur  maples 
5 Schwedler  maples 4  Christine  Bruisman  elms 

10 Norway  maples 2  Mugho  pines 
2 Crimson  King  maples 29  Arborvitae 

10 Emerald  Queen  maples 131  Total 

Small  trees  (8-  to  30  inches  tall)  planted  for  erosion  control 
by  the  Water  Department,  presented  to  each  fourth  grade  student, 
and  distributed  to  townspeople  at  the  Common  on  Arbor  Day: 

600  White  and  black  hill  spruce.  5  Mountain  ash 
200  Canadian  hemlock  100  Scotch  pine 
100  Sycamore  500  Norway  maple 

1,505  Total 

The  success  of  the  1972  program  was  assured  by  generous  donations  of 
time  and  money  from  several  sources  and  the  $5,000  appropriated  by  the 
Town.    Of  particular  note  should  be: 

The  large  trees  planted  in  the  Main  Street  business  area  and 
donated  by  the  business  men. 
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The  flowering  trees  at  the  schools  donated  by  the  garden  clubs 
and  the  junior  gardeners . 

The  assistance  of  the  Scouts  in  distributing  trees  at  Arbor  Day 
and  in  planting  some  of  the  larger  trees . 

The  planting,  near  East  Common  Street,  of  a  memorial  tree  do- 
nated by  friends  of  a  former  town  resident. 

A  modern,  successful  tree  program  requires  constant  vigilance  to  de- 
tect and  control  damage  from  diseases,  insects,  careless  use  of  con- 

struction equipment,  and  shortsighted  development  practices.  Assist- 
ance has  been  offered  to  developers  with  the  hope  of  preserving  and 

protecting  existing  desirable  trees  during  construction  and  guiding 
in  the  selection  and  planting  of  appropriate  trees  where  there  are 
none.    The  Committee  is  working  with  the  Planning  Board  to  strengthen 
housing  subdivision  requirements  regarding  trees. 

The  planting  program,  for  new  trees  will  continue  in  1973  if  funds  are 
voted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.    Most  of  the  trees  planted  in  resi- 

dential areas  are  set  back  up  to  20  feet  on  private  property  if  the 
home  owner  prepares  the  necessary  hole  and  signs  a  release  acknowledg- 

ing that  the  tree  is  Town  property  and  may  be  maintained  by  the  Town. 
Written  requests  for  such  plantings  should  be  sent  to  any  member  of 
this  Committee,  or  to  Mr.  Wallace  Kneeland,  the  Tree  Warden.  Plant- 

ings will  be  made  in  the  order  received,  as  long  as  funds  are  avail- 
able.   The  location  and  specie  of  the  tree  can  usually  be  selected  by 

the  property  owner. 

This  Committee  is  most  appreciative  of  the  sincere  cooperation  re- 
ceived from  all  Town  Departments  and  the  aid  received  from  County  and 

State  agencies  and  from  neighboring  Tree  Wardens  and  arborists . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOUGLAS  RANKIN 
DEREK  VAN  ETTEN 
JOHN  NUTTER,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

The  Cemetery  Department  suffered  a  great  loss,  with  the  passing  away 
on  September  20,  1972,  of  Mrs.  Lila  Wildes,  the  clerk  for  the  Ceme- 

tery Commissioners  for  the  past  38  years.    Lila,  a  native  of  Topsfield, 
had  a  vast  knowledge  of  the  cemetery  lots,  the  people  buried  there, 
and  the  people  who  would  be  buried  there  in  the  future.    The  fact 
that  she  seldom  left  town  made  her  practically  a  steady  employee  of 
the  Cemetery  Department. 

Last  spring  the  Commissioners  appointed  Mrs.  Winifred  Sanders,  of  15 
Glen  Road,  to  assist  Mrs.  Wildes.    A  duplicate  set  of  our  existing 
records  was  started  at  that  time.    At  the  present  time,  Mrs.  Sanders 
is  keeping  office  hours  at  the  Cemetery  room  in  the  Town  Hall,  on 
Tuesday  mornings  from  10:00  a.m.  until  noon. 

The  Commissioners  were  pleased  with  the  department  personnel  for  the 
extra  effort  expended  in  keeping  the  cemeteries  trimmed  and  neat  in 
spite  of  the  record  rainfall  and  bountiful  grass  growth  in  1972. 

In  addition  to  our  usual  maintenance  work  at  the  three  cemeteries, 
the  following  projects  were  undertaken  and  completed: 

1.  The  deep  water  line,  which  had  been  extended  to  the  tool 
house  in  past  years,  of  1-1/2"  pipe,  was  connected  to  the  shallow 
water  line  that  is  used  in  the  summer,  thereby  giving  greater  water 
pressure  to  the  faucets  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 

2.  The  second  floor  and  roof  rafters  of  the  tool  house  were 
braced  to  strengthen  the  roof  and  floor  to  prevent  further  sagging. 

3.  A  failure  in  the  underground  electric  feed  to  the  tool  house, 
which  was  put  in  many  years  ago,  was  replaced  by  a  new  three -strand 
electric  wire  system  underground,  which  will  now  provide  100  amps  at 
220  volts  in  the  tool  house. 

At  the  Boston  Street  Cemetery,  across  from  the  Fair  Grounds,  three 
large  wooden  barrels  were  set  into  the  ground  last  spring  and  planted 
with  petunias  and  geraniums,  which  blossomed  profusely  all  summer  long. 

We  wish  to  express  our  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  members  of  both 
the  Topsfield  Garden  Club  and  the  New  Meadows  Garden  Club  for  their 
efforts  in  the  beautification  of  our  cemeteries. 

Under  our  new  Gift  Fund,  contributions  may  be  made  to  the  Cemetery 
Department  for  the  purchase  and  planting  of  trees  or  shrubs  within 
the  Cemetery  for  beautification  or  memoriam.    Several  new  plantings 
were  made  this  year  through  special  gifts  from  individuals  and  organi- 

zations, of  several  flowering  shrubs,  which  they  planted  during  the 
spring  at  both  the  Boston  Street  and  the  Pine  Grove  Cemeteries  in  con- 

nection with  Arbor  Day  ceremonies. 
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In  closing,  we  wish  to  note  that  a  new  state  law  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature last  fall  provides  for  a  fine  of  up  to  $1,000  for  anyone  appre- 
hended damaging  cemetery  property.    In  the  case  of  minors  causing  dam- 

age, their  parents  will  be  liable  for  the  fine  and  damages. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  PUTNAM  FRIEND 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
Cemetery  Commissioners 

REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

This  report  covers  the  twenty- first  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  Water  system. 

During  the  year,  32  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  1,057.    There  are  203  hydrants  in  the  system, 
an  increase  of  seven  over  the  previous  year.    Approximately  1.03 
miles  of  water  main  were  installed,  the  majority  by  developers,  and 
the  present  length  of  main  is  29.03  miles. 

Water  consumption,  to  some  degree,  is  affected  by  precipitation,  and 
consequently  it  dropped  11.5%  to  130,930,000  gallons  pumped.    The  year 

1972  had  an  abnormal  amount  of  precipitation,  recorded'as  follows: 
January  1.75  July  3.00 
February  4.20  August  .93 
March  5.71  September  4.09 
April  2.47  October  3.10 
May  3.82  November  9.35 
June  7.95  December  4.92 

51.29     Total  in  Inches 

Work  was  started  in  October  on  the  construction  of  the  second  500,000 
gallon  water  storage  tank,  which,  by  year  end,  was  approximately  65% 
complete.    Had  it  not  been  for  the  bad  precipitation  in  November, 
much  more  progress  would  have  resulted. 

Our  water  system  can  be  considered  a  fairly  good  barometer  of  the 
growth  of  the  Town,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  increases  in  our 
system  in  the  past  eight  years: 

Water  takers  259  33% 
Hydrants  56  311 
Water  mains  11  miles  571 
Water  consumption  30.6  M  gallons  26% 
Pumping  stations                 1  100% 
Water  storage  tanks            1  100% 
Wells  20  50% 
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Statistics  are  also  indicative  of  the  increase  in  the  work  load  on 
our  staff,  which  has  not  increased  over  the  same  period.    We  extend  our 
thanks  to  our  superintendent,  N.  D'Agostino,  and  his  clerk,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Fletcher,  for  their  outstanding  performances. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
HAROLD  M.  KITCHING 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

REPORT  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Historical  Commission  established  at  the  1972  annual  Town  Meeting 
and  consisting  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Selectmen,  has  been 
organized  as  follows:    Curtis  Campbell,  Chairman;  James  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Secretary;  and  Peter  W.  Beacham. 

There  were  some  seventy  towns  and  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  that  had 
historical  commissions  in  early  1972,  and  the  number  continues  to 
grow  as  communities  become  more  conscious  of  the  wisdom  of  preserving, 
promoting  and  developing  their  historical  assets . 

Our  first  duty  is  to  inventory  all  areas,  buildings,  sites,  structures, 
and  objects  that  are  historically,  architecturally  or  culturally  sig- 

nificant to  the  town,  using  standardized  forms  provided  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Commission.    It  is  a  very  large  undertaking,  on 

which  we  have  made  considerable  progress ,  with  a  completion  date  set 
for  mid- 1973.    The  information  will  constitute  a  formal  file  for  our 
town  officials  and  also  for  the  state  authorities.    The  objective  is 
that  areas  and  objects  will  be  avoided  so  far  as  possible  when  road- 

way and  public  improvements  are  constructed. 

Upon  our  recommendation,  the  Selectmen  are  in  the  process  of  naming 
an  Historic  District  Study  Commission,  whose  work  will  be  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  records  of  an  earlier  such  commission,  which 
several  years  ago  considered  seriously  a  district  that  would  have 
surrounded  the  Town  Common. 

Since  then,  local  historical  districts  have  been  rather  widely 
adopted.    Boxford,  Hamilton  and  Wenham  recently  established  them  by 
large  votes  in  favor.    A  two- thirds  vote  of  a  town  meeting  is  re- 

quired for  adoption.    There  are  provisions  for  public  hearings  and 
reviews  of  the  recommendations  by  the  local  planning  board  and  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  before  the  matter  is  put  to  a 
town  meeting  vote. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
PETER  W.  BEACHAM 
CURTIS  CAMPBELL,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  TOWN  LIBRARY 

A  devoted  staff  of  workers,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  June  Mayo, 
Librarian,  has  continued  to  maintain  an  efficient  library  operation 
in  spite  of  increasingly  severe  physical  constraints  in  the  library 
plant. 

In  1972,  the  Library  circulated  67,000  volumes  (three  times  the 
national  average).    Additionally,  the  Library  secured  1,110  volumes 
for  patrons  under  the  Inter- Library  Loan  Program  (making  Tops fie Id 
the  largest  user  in  the  Andover  Sub-Regional  District) .  One-hundred 
and  sixteen  film  requests  were  processed  through  the  Inter-Library 
Loan  Program. 

The  Children's  Film  Program  held  in  March,  and  the  Family  Film  Pro- 
gram held  in  August  had  attendance  of  750  and  200  participants,  re- 

spectively.   The  Arts  §  Crafts  Program  held  in  November  for  children 
Grades  1  to  6  had  225  enrollees.    The  Children's  Story  Hour  Program 
continued  its  popularity.    An  invaluable  complement  to  the  Library's 
services  has  been  the  continuing  efforts  of  the  Friends  of  the  Li- 

brary, in  publicity  and  sponsorship  of  numerous  programs,  such  as 
the  Book  Fair,  Children's  Theater  and  the  popular  Art  Rental  Program, 
proceeds  of  which  are  used  to  procure  special  equipment  for  the  Li- 
brary. 

Library  services  for  the  handicapped  continued,  including  home  de- 
livery of  library  materials ,  loan  of  a  lighted  magnifying  glass  and 

procurement  of  large -print  books  for  the  visually  handicapped.    As  a 
further  service  to  the  elderly,  space  has  been  made  available  to  the 
Golden  Agers  for  social  activities  on  a  regular  basis.    Meetings  have 
also  been  conducted  by  Republican  and  Democratic  clubs  in  the  staff 
room,  but  meetings  of  larger  groups  in  the  second  floor  multi-purpose 
room  have  had  to  be  curtailed  to  comply  with  fire  safety  regulations. 

As  library  services  and  programs  have  expanded  to  meet  increasing  de- 
mand, severe  limitations  in  the  38 -year- old  structure  have  become  ap- 

parent.   Absence  of  a  fire  exit  and  limited  weight -bearing  capacity 
render  the  second- floor  space  unusable  at  present  for  groups  of  more 
than  ten  people,  or  as  potential  stack  space.    The  electrical  system 
for  the  entire  building  must  be  reworked,  and  the  deteriorating  fur- 

nace has  required  $650.00  in  repairs  in  the  last  two  years. 

At  Town  Meeting  in  March,  $3,000.00  was  allocated  to  the  Library  Trus- 
tees to  employ  architects  to  review  the  current  deficiencies  and  ex- 
plore solutions.    Following  these  initial  investigations,  the  towns- 

people voted  $27,000.00  at  November's  Special  Meeting  to  proceed  with 
the  final  plans  that  include  extensive  refurbishing  of  the  present 
structure  up  to  current  safety  standards  and  to  gain  new  space  to 
satisfy  current  requirements  for  stacks,  work  space  and  reading  rooms- - 
at  the  same  time  providing  for  future  orderly  growth. 

At  the  upcoming  Town  Meeting,  the  final  proposal  to  implement  these 
plans  will  be  presented  to  the  Town,  requiring  an  estimated  $245,000.00 
appropriation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LYNN  V.  STEVENS,  Chairman  BARBARA  K.  BOOTH 
PETER  A.  WILSON,  Financial  Secretary       GANSON  PURCELL,  JR. 
HELEN  SHACKFORD,  Secretary        85  RICHARD  H.  STOWE,  JR. 



REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

At  its  organizational  meeting  in  March  the  Planning  Board  elected 
Robert  Klar  Chairman  and  James  R.  Klock,  Clerk.    Members  were  appoint 
ed  as  representatives  from  the  Board  and  responsibilities  within  the 
Board  as  follows: 

Soil  Erosion  Board  Robert  H.  Klar 
Zoning  Changes  Jackson  0.  Welsh 
Growth  Study  Committee  David  F.  Miller 
Highway  Department  James  R.  Klock 
Conservation  Commission  James  R.  Klock 
Long  Range  School  Planning  Alvah  H.  Balentine 

§  Building  Committee 
Drainage  Committee  Alvah  H.  Balentine 

The  Board  held  33  meetings,  including  one  zoning  hearing  and  two  sub- 
division hearings.    The  subdivision  hearings  indicated  a  growing 

interest  in  the  environmental  impact  of  new  developments. 

The  zoning  hearing  on  "Open  Space  Development"  was  the  culmination  of 
considerable  work  on  the  part  of  a  special  committee  under  the  chair- 

manship of  Jackson  0.  Welsh.    Many  people  participated  in  the  study 
and  educational  aspects  of  this  program.    The  League  of  Women  Voters 
was  particularly  active  and  helpful. 

Approval  of  this  by-law  change  at  a  special  town  meeting  provides  a 
new  planning  tool  of  significant  ecological  value. 

One  developer  has  requested  Planning  Board  study  and  zoning  action 
relative  to  Multiple  Family  Zoning  on  a  55-acre  Route  1  site. 

A  Route  1  study  committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Jackson  0.  Welsh 
is  engaged  in  a  study,  "Looking  toward  the  ways  and  means  for  con- 

trolling the  orderly  growth  of  Route  1." 

"National  Ventures  Trust"  petitioned  the  District  Court  for  a  declara 
tory  judgement  relative  to  their  plan 'to  include  sizeable  golf  course easements  on  the  individual  lots  of  a  two-acre  subdivision  south  of 
Route  95. 

General  Court  action  on  a  comprehensive  change  in  state  level  zoning 
enabling  acts  did  not  pass  in  1972,  but  will  probably  see  action  in 
1973.    It  should  be  of  major  interest  to  all. 

The  remainder  of  Parsonage  Lane  was  accepted  by  the  Town  at  a  special 
town  meeting.    Paving  of  Alderbrook  Drive  and  Deer  Run  was  completed. 
Road  construction  through  the  first  course  of  blacktop  was  completed 
on  Brady  Lane  and  Surrey  Lane. 

Dr.  Donald  Booth  is  organizing  a  special  committee  to  study  the  cen- 
tral business  area  and  environs  relative  to  controllable  growth 

factors . 
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Your  Planning  Board  has  had  one  of  its  busiest  years  and  anticipates 
increasing  pressures  during  the  coming  year.    Multiple  family  housing, 
business  expansion,  commercial  recreation,  new  subdivisions,  environ- 

mental issues  and  master  planning  are  areas  of  concern. 

David  Miller  resigned  from  the  board  in  June  because  of  an  "out  of 
area"  business  promotion.    He  was  sorely  missed  because  of  his  plan- ning knowledge. 

Dr.  Donald  Booth  was  appointed  to  fill  the  position  vacated'  by  David Miller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR,  Chairman 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK,  Clerk 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
DONALD  BOOTH 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 

REPORT  OF  HE  BUILDING  CODE  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

Our  committee  was  formed  by  the  Selectmen  to  study  the  Town's  present 
Building  Code  and  make  recommendations  that  would  be  necessary  to 
bring  our  code  up  to  date,  considering  the  Town's  present  conditions. 

Our  group  spoke  with  the  Fire  Department,  Planning  Board,  Police  De- 
partment, about  current  needs.    After  discussion  of  several  different 

courses  of  action,  we  have  recommended  that  the  Town  adopt  the  build- 
ing code  written  by  Building  Officials  Conference  of  America,  Inc. 

(BOCA) .    This  code  is  now  in  general  use  within  the  Commonwealth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  WOOD,  Chairman 
CARL  BERGSTROM 
ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
OSCAR  PADJEN 

87 



REPORT  OF  THE  ROAD  COMMISSIONER 

To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  the  year  1972  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
drainage,  widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  of  the  roads  in  Topsfield. 

Work  Done  Under  General  Highway 

1.  Hill  Street  and  Salem  Street  Intersection:    Lowered  the  road, 
cut  down  the  grade  on  Hill  Street,  dug  out  old  surface  and  put  in 
gravel,  and  opened  up  ditch. 

2.  Perkins  Row  Drainage:    Put  in  860  feet  of  18"  pipe  and  55 
feet  of  12"  pipe,  three  catch  basins,  and  one  manhole.    To  tie  in 
with  ten  catch  basins  to  eliminate  problem  on  Candlewood  Drive. 

3.  Howlett  Street:    Put  in  three  catch  basins  and  186  feet  of 
24"  pipe  and  30  feet  of  12"  pipe.    Road  work  on  bad  curve;  took  out 
"S"  curve,  opened  up  road  for  better  vision  on  corners,  using  fill 
from  Ipswich  Road  and  resurfaced  road.    Also  put  in  270  feet  of  street 
guard  rails  and  posts. 

4.  Put  in  catch  basin  on  High  Street. 

5.  Put  in  catch  basin  and  188  feet  of  10"  pipe  on  Kinsman  Lane. 

6.  Repaired  drainage  pipe  on  Main  Street;  used  80  feet  of  12" 

pipe. 7. Put  in  new  catch  basin frame  grate  on  Park  Street. 

8. Used  grader  to  open 

up 

drainage  ditch  on  Cross  Street. 

9. Used  grader  to  open 

up 

drainage- ditch  on  High  Street. 
10. Used  grader  to  open 

up 

drainage  ditch  on  Rowley  Bridge  Road. 

11. Used. grader  to  open 

up 

drainage  ditch  on  Hill  Street. 
12. Used  grader  to  open 

up 

drainage  ditch  on  Ipswich  Road. 

13. Washington  Street: Resurfaced  1,200  feet  of  sidewalk  with 
hot  top. 

14.  Main  Street,  Central  Street,  High  Street,  and  Washington 
Street:    Worked  with  telephone  company,  checking  each  day  the  work 
they  were  doing  in  town,  installing  underground  cables.  Telephone 
company  put  in  new  sidewalks  wherever  they  dug  up  the  old  sidewalks. 

15.  Worked  with  the  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  Department  in 
cleaning  out  drainage  ditch  in  back  of  Gail  Street;  also  in  cleaning 
out  drainage  ditch  and  laying  drainage  pipe  on  Woodside  Extension. 
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16. Painted  all  guard  rails  in  town. 

17.  Replaced  12  street  signs. 

18.  Crew  out  in  all  rain  storms  checking  drains. 

19.  Put  in  gravel  on  storm  wash-outs  on  sides  of  roads. 

20.  Gail  Street:    Lowered  driveway  and  blasted  out  large  rock  to 
improve  drainage. 

21.  Put  up  600  feet  of  snow  fence  in  fall  and  take  down  in  spring. 

Work  Done  Under  Chapter  81 

Used  auto-sander  on  all  roads  in  town  and  picked  up  sand.  Cleaned 
all  catch  basins  and  culverts,  some  more  than  three  times.    Cut  brush 
on  sides  of  roads,  also  used  rotary  mowing  machine  on  sides  of  roads. 
Seal  coat  with  MC3  Cutback  Oil,  following  roads: 

Camp  Meeting  Road 
East  Street  (Section) 
Perkins  Row  (Section) 
Canterbury  Hill 
Maple  Street 
School  Street 
North  Common  Street 
North  Street  (Section) 
Bare  Hill  Road  (Section) 

Silverbrook  Road 
Forrest  Road 
Kinsman  Lane  (Section) 
Howlett  Street  (Section) 
Boardman  Lane 
Walker  Road 
Kent  Road 
Prospect  Street  (Section) 

Work  Done  Under  Chapter  90  Construction 

Ipswich  Road:    1,870  feet  of  new  surface,  dug  up  old  surface,  put 
in  gravel  to  bring  road  up  to  grade  and  put  down  hot  top  base  and 
binder. 

Work  Done  Under  Chapter  90  Maintenance 

Salem  Road:    1,050  feet  hot  topped. 

Hill  Street:    200  feet  hot  topped,  cold  patched  shoulder  on 
steep  hill. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  co-operated 
with  this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 

89 



REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
(Organized  1972) 

The  Tops fie Id  Housing  Authority  was  voted  into  existence  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March  20,  1972. 

Four  initial  members  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
fifth  member  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  After 
some  delay,  due  to  the  lateness  of  the  Governor's  appointment,  the 
Authority  was  formally  organized  on  November  21,  1972. 

The  first  order  of  business  of  the  Authority  was  to  clearly  define  the 
need  for  housing  for  the  elderly  persons  of  low  income  residing  in 
Topsfield.    Having  established  this  portion  of  the  housing  need,  we 
could  then  consider  the  Authority's  (and  the  Town's)  responsibilities 
to  the  greater  community  of  Boston's  growing  suburbia. 

In  January  of  this  year,  288  survey  forms  were  mailed  to  those  Tops- 
field  households  with  residents  over  63  years  of  age.    This  age  re- 

striction was  selected  due  to  the  probable  time  lapse  between  the  sur- 
vey and  the  opening  of  housing  for  the  elderly. 

From  the  288  survey  inputs  to  the  community,  123  responses  showed  a 
specific  need  for  over  fifty  residence  units  for  people  qualified  by 
age,  income  and  desire  to  live  in  a  facility  designed  to  the  needs  of 
elderly  citizens. 

Having  established  this  need,  the  problem  of  site  selection    had  to  be 
faced.    At  the  present  time  there  are  seven  or  eight  sites  now  being 
considered.    Peliminary  conversations  have  been  held  with  owners  and 
plans  are  being  formulated  to  perform  percolation  tests  on  the  various 
sites. 

Foremost  concern  of  site  selection  criteria  is  the  matter  of  location 
with  respect  to  the  center  of  the  town.    Elderly  people,  for  the  most 
part,  do  not  have  private  automobiles.    Therefore,  easy  walking  to 
shops,  churches  and  medical  facilities  is  a  must.    Within  limits, 
drainage  problems  can  be  solved  by  various  technical  means,  but  lo- 

cation is  a  fixed  point  and  must  receive  top  priority. 

Once  a  site  is  selected,  and  agreements  with  the  potential  seller  are 
reached,  the  Authority  will  submit  funding  requests  to  the  State  and 
Federal  government,  architectural  and  legal  services  will  be  obtained 
and  bids  will  be  requested.    This  phase  of  the  housing  program  will 
consume  most  of  1973. 

Since  no  provisions  for  preliminary  funding  of  the  Authority  were  made, 
it  is  necessary  at  this  annual  Town  Meeting  to  request  a  loan  from  the 
Town  of  Topsfield  to  be  used  for  site  testing,  appraisals  of  property 
and  the  securing  of  options.    This  will  be  repaid  to  the  town,  once 
the  Authority  is  funded. 
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The  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  hopes  for  the  continued  high  level  of 
cooperation  from  all  Topsfield  citizens  and  agencies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAUL  BEST,  Chairman 
CHESTER  CARTER 
EDITH  COLLINS 
HAROLD  McGEE 
ROBERT  SIMMS 
Topsfield  Housing  Authority 

REPORT  OF  THE  ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1972. 

I  have  visited  the  following  stables  and  premises  to  examine,  take 
numbers,  and  release: 

White  Farm  114  animals 
Meredith  Farm  20  animals 

Visited  105  stables  and  released.    Report  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Animal  Inspector 

REPORT  OF  THE  DOG  OFFICER 

Dogs  killed  by  automobiles  21 
Complaints  32 
Stray  dogs  picked  up  26 
Dogs  quarrantined  for  dog  bites  9 

Report  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 

Dog  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1972: 

Dwellings  60 
Additions  30 
Garage  (Residential    12 
Garage  Addition  (Commercial) ...  1 
Stables    5 
Remodeling  3 
Warehouses    3 
Real  Estate  Office    1 
Model  Home  (For  Show)  1 
Sign   1 

Total  Permits  117 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 

REPORT  OF  THE  ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR 

The  Electrical  Department  had  a  total  of  187  permits  for  the  year. 

The  total  of  new  homes  was  51.  Also,  there  were  12  commercial  permits. 
This  is  a  larger  total  than  last  year. 

This  coming  year  the  State  Electrical  Code  has  more  stringent  rules 
for  the  installing  of  pools.  The  Electrical  Department  will  adhere 
to  the  more  stringent  rules  in  the  coming  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  E.  SHEPARD 
Inspector  of  Wires 

REPORT  OF  THE  GAS  INSPECTOR 

Inspected  18  dwellings  for  gas  heat  'and  28  dwellings  for  gas  altera- tions . 

At  Topsfield  Fair  Grounds,  inspected  32  booths.  Also  10  mobile  homes 
and  trailers  with  gas  appliances. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  E.  CROCKER,  Gas  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

The  North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  District  Planning  Board, 
which  Topsfield  joined  as  a  result  of  March  1970  Town  Meeting  action, 
completed  its  work  on  November  7,  1972.    A  referendum  question  on  the 
general  election  ballot  asking  voters  of  each  of  the  Region's  cities 
and  towns  whether  their  community  should  accept  the  District  Agree- 

ment was  adopted  by  large  majorities  in  all  sixteen  communities. 
This  acceptance  dissolved  the  Planning  Board  and  at  the  same  time 
created  the  Regional  School  District. 

During  1972,  in  its  second  year  of  work,  the  Planning  Board  completed 
its  studies  of  need  and  feasibility  for  vocational  education  for  the 
Region's  youth,  concluding  that  expanded  opportunity  for  this  training 
was  both  broadly  needed  and  practical  on  a  Regional  scale.  Appropriate 
enabling  legislation  for  the  formation  of  the  District  was  drafted, 
submitted  to  the  Legislature,  passed  and  signed  by  the  Governor  in 
July.    An  Agreement  for  the  organization  and  operation  of  the  District 
was  hammered  out  by  the  Planning  Board  and  submitted  to  City  and  Town 
officials  for  review.    A  voter  education  campaign  began  in  September, 
with  many  explanatory  meetings  held  for  the  general  public  and  various 
civic  groups,  a  well- supported  media  campaign  conducted,  and  a  tabloid- 
style  brochure  mailed  throughout  the  District. 

The  vote  in  Topsfield  was  almost  4  to  1  for  entrance  into  the  District. 
The  total  vote  in  all  16  communities  was  better  than  3  to  1  in  favor, 
with  over  100,000  votes  cast. 

Some  key  features  of  the  Agreement  and  enabling  law  are: 

1.  Members  appointed  by  Moderators  or  Mayors,  rather  than 
elected. 

2.  Voting  in  committee  is  weighted  proportional  to  eligible  high 
school  population  until  the  school  opens.    Thereafter  each  member  has 
one  vote,  plus  one  additional  vote  for  each  50  vocational  district 
students  (or  major  fraction  thereof)  from  his  town. 

Therefore,  while  the  Committee  is  composed  of  16  members,  the  votes  now 
total  39,  of  which  Topsfield  has  one. 

Costs,  including  amortization  of  capital  costs,  will  be  allocated  on 
a  pro  rata  basis,  according  to  the  number  of  pupils  attending  from 
each  municipality,  except  that  the  minimum  assessment  will  be  for 
five  students.    Provision  is  included  for  towns  to  withdraw  from  the 
District  if  they  wish,  with  continuing  obligation  only  for  their  share 
of  bond  issues  they  have  previously  approved,  on  a  similar  pro  rata 
per  student  basis,  according  to  the  average  number  of  students  from 
that  town  for  the  prior  three  years,  or  a  minimum  of  5.    Per  pupil 
costs  are  expected  to  be  similar  to  the  experience  of  Masconomet, 
after  state  reimbursements . 

93 



After  the  election,  the  Committee  organized,  cast  lots  for  rotating 
terms,  elected  officers,  and  appointed  subcommittees.    Your  repre- 

sentative drew  a  two-year  term,  and  was  elected  vice-chairman.  The 
Committee  adopted  a  budget  fot  the  18-month  fiscal  year  totalling 
$232,500,  of  which  Topsfield's  share  is  3.03%  or  $7,044.75. 

During  this  fiscal  year,  the  objectives  of  the  Vocational  District 
Committee  include  the  hiring  of  a  Superintendent -Director  and  small 
staff,  defining  the  curriculum  needs,  getting  a  start  on  architectural 
planning,  and  planning  how  best  to  coordinate  the  vocational  educa- 

tional facilities  now  extant  in  the  Region  with  the  District's  plans 
for  expanded  vocational  education  opportunity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  H.  COX 
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LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  and  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

During  1972  the  committee  concentrated  its  efforts 
on  plans  to  bring  Proctor  School  up  to  modern  educational 
and  safety  standards. 

On  March  21,  1972  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  accepted  the  request  of  the  Topsfield 
Elementary  School  Committee  to  begin  working  on  the 
feasibility  of  renovating  the  Proctor  Elementary  School, 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for  proceeding  on  the  program 
at  that  time  was  the  fact  that  a  number  of  necessary 
maintenance  programs  had  been  deferred  for  some  years. 
It  was  learned  that  state  funds  could  be  obtained  up  to 
65/o  reimbursement  for  a  depressed  town,  such  as  Topsfield, 
if  a  project  had  been  initiated,  was  progressing  and  had 
been  termed  "approvable"  by  the  School  Building  Assistance Bureau  prior  to  December  1,  1972. 

Subsequently,  the  Long  Range  Committee  went  through 
the  following  steps: 

1 .  Obtained  a  long  range  plan  and  educational 
specifications  prepared  by  the  school 
superintendent . 

2.  Interviewed  approximately  nine  architectural 
firms,  and  selected  the  firm  of  Brown,  Fisher 
and  Nickerson  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  This 
firm's  business  was  almost  95%  involved  with 
school  work.     They  had  designed  many  schools 
on  the  North  Shore  and  were  familiar  with 
renovation  work. 

3.  Requested  and  obtained  from  the  town  on 
June  28,  1972,  appropriation  of  $£000. 00 
to  secure  preliminary  plans,  specifications 
and  cost  estimates  to  obtain  SBAB  approval 
of  the  project. 

[(..     Submitted  final  Educational  Specifications 
and  Preliminary  plans  and  obtained  SBAB 
approval  on  October  20,  1972. 

5.     Completed  preliminary  budgets  for  additions 
of  the  new  Instructional  Materials  Center, 
cafeteria  and  renovation  work.  Reviewed 
project  with  Finance  Committee. 
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6.  Presented  the  program  to  the  town  of 
Topsfield  on  November  8,  1972,  and  obtained 
authorization  of  $l±5,000  to  prepare  final 
construction  plans  and  specifications  and 
obtain  construction  bids  for  the  project. 

7.  Obtained  construction  bids  for  determining 
the  necessary  funds  to  be  voted  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  in  March,  1973. 

Throughout  the  program,  the  committee  has  taken 
steps  to  assure  that  only  those  items  that  are  necessary 
to  bring  the  school  up  to  present  safety,  health,  environ- 

mental maintenance  and  educational  standards  will  be 
performed.    In  addition,  the  project,  if  approved,  will 
be  scheduled  during  the  next  six  months  in  such  a  way 
as  to  assure  no  loss  of  facility  availability  for  the 
regular  school  program. 

During  the  year,  Michael  Brown,  Thomas  Englund, 
William  Kaehler  and  Hugh  Bogart  were  appointed  to  the 
Committee.     Resignations  were  received  from  Gerald 
Rourke  and  Robert  Hartford.     We  would  like  to  express 
our  appreciation  for  their  contributions  during  their 
years  of  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Wendel,  Chairman 
James  Woodbridge, Vice  chairman 
Barbara  Wheatland,  Secretary 
Micheal  Brown 
Thomas  Englund 
Carlotta  Tyler 
Hugh  Bogart William  Kaehler 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

School  Committee 

Barbara  Hartford,  Chairman 
Richard  Relick,  Vice  Chairman 
Donald  Cox 
Suzanne  Hart 
Carlotta  Tyler 

Term  Expires 
Term  Expires 
Term  Expires 
Term  Expires 
Term  Expires 

1975 

1971+ 1973 1975 197^ 

School  Superintendent 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

School  Committee  Operation 

The  Topsfield  School  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the 
first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month  throughout  the  year. 
Meetings  are  held  at  8:00  p.m.  at  the  Proctor  School 
Library  and  are  open  to  the  public.     Town  officials  and 
interested  citizens  are  encouraged  to  attend  meetings. 
Individuals  or  groups  may  have  an  item  placed  on  the 
agenda  by  forwarding  a  written  request  to  the  Superin- 

tendent.    Executive  sessions  are  seldom  held  and  then  only 
for  matters  requiring  privacy  and  consistent  with  the  open 
meeting  statute.    A  notice  is  posted  in  the  Town  Hall  in 
the  event  of  special  meetings  or  change  in  the  dates  of 
regular  meetings.     During  1972  the  Committee  held  22 
regular  meetings. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  coordinate  with  other  groups 
having  related  interests  in  the  schools.     Topsfield  School 
Committee  members  serve  on  other  committees  as  follows: 

Topsf ield-Boxf ord  School  Union  Committee  -  B.  Hartford 
D.  Cox  and  S.  Hart. 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee- 
C.  Tyler. 

Town  Insurance  Committee  -  S.  Hart. 

W.  Spring  and  subsequently  D.  Cox  served  as  committee 
representatives  on  the  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School 
District  Committee.     Also  B.  Hartford  served  as  a  member  of 
the  now  discontinued  Regionalization  Planning  Committee; 
however,  she  is  continuing  to  participate  with  a  group  of 
school  committee  chairmen  in  the  discussion  of  a  model 
agreement  for  a  K  through  12  regional  school  district  and 
of  eventual  steps  on  the  part  of  the  Masconomet  Regional 
School  District  Committee  to  implement  such  an  agreement. 
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Financial 

The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  has  legislated  a 
change  from  the  traditional  fiscal  cycle,  which  coincided 
with  the  calendar  year,  to  a  new  fiscal  year  cycle  to  be- 

gin in  July,  1973  and  thus  requires  the  preparation  of 
an  1 8-month  transitional  budget  to  provide  for  the  period 
from  January  1,  1973  through  June  30,  197^.     Included  in 
the  objectives  of  this  change  were : 

a.  To  bring  the  municipal  fiscal  year  in  phase 
with  the  state  and  federal  fiscal  year. 

b.  To  provide  voters  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
the    budget  prior  to  the  effective  date  of 
the  budgets. 

c.  To  reduce  the  costs  to  cities  and  towns 
brought  about  by  the  need  for  borrowing 
in  anticipation  of  tax  revenue. 

This  transitional  budget  has  brought  about  an 
abnormally  large  increase  in  the  school  budget  for  two 
major  reasons.     First  the  1 8-month  period  includes  two 
January -June  segments,  which  are  more  expensive  than  the 
six-month  period  from  July  through  December.     School  is 
in  session  six  months  from  January  through  June  as  com- 

pared with  four  months  in  the  fall.    Expenditures  for 
fuel,  power,  and  annual  spring  purchases  of  general 
supplies  and  custodial  supplies  create  a  disproportionate- 

ly expensive  six-month  period.     Second,  and  even  more 
significant,  is  the  need  to  include  within  the  budget 
ending  June  30,  197^  the  full  amount  of  salaries  earned 
in  a  ten-month  year  ending  in  June  but  traditionally  paid 
throughout  the  summer  period.    Essentially,  the  1 8-month 
budget  must  provide  for  18/26  of  the  1972-1973  school  year 
salaries  and  26/26  of  the  1 973-1 97k  school  year  salaries 
or  169$  of  one  year's  salaries  in  1  £0$  0f  the  calendar 
period. 

The  changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  noted  below. 
Attention  is  brought  to  the  fact  that  the  listing  below 
includes  only  an  1 8-month  total  in  each  account.  Working 
budgets  were  prepared  in  an  expanded  form,  which  provided 
funds  for  each  of  the  three  six-month  segments  of  the  • 
total  budget.     This  expanded  working  budget,  prepared  in 
five  drafts  over  a  3-month  period,  served  only  management 
purposes,  i.e.,  for  development,  interpretation,  and  com- 

parison, and  was  considered  at  length  by  school  committee 

98 



members  with  the  assistance  of  finance  committee  repre- 
sentation, and  was  available  at  public  discussion.  How- 

ever, only  the  1 8-month  totals  represent  a  legal  budget 
and  are  the  figures  here  presented. 

Account 

Administration 

Instruction 

Approp.      Budget  Percent 
1 972      1 973-1 974  Increase  Change 

22576  $  36011  $  13435 

534543       974739  440196 

59.5 
82.3 

Other  School 
Services 61519  108931 

47412 
77.1 

Oper.  &  Maint. 
of  Plant  73840        124935         51095  69.1 

Community  Serv.  3200  3510  310  9.7 

Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

1482 9389 7907 533.5 
Programs  with 
Other  Districts 

J±00£ 5108 

1175 

29^1 

Totals 701165  $  1262695  $  561530 80.1 

It  should  be  noted  that  increases  and  percentages 
represent  provision  for  an  1 8 -month  period  of  time  and  are 
compared  with  a  narrower  base  unit  of  one  year.     The  large 
increase  reflects  the  disproportion  of  the  "summer  pay"  of 
10-month  employees,  the  disproportion  of  providing  for  two 
of  the  more  expensive  6-month  segments  in  the  eighteen 
month  period,   and  the  cost  of  certain  new  services,  salary 
raises  granted,  and  the  costs  of  inflation.     The  more 
significant  factors  contributing  to  the  increases,  in 
addition  to  inflation  and  certain  needs  demonstrated  by 
experience,  are  these: 

a.  The  provision  of  the  "summer  pays"  $  97,500 

b.  The  disproportionate  expenditure 
brought  about    by    the  transition 
budget  in  non-saiary  accounts  12,512 
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The  impact  of  collective  bargaining: 
(1)  The  annual  cost  of  a  new  teacher 

salary  schedule  for  1972-1973  $  37,616 
(2)  The  annual  cost  of  a  new  teacher 

salary  schedule  for  1973-197^  35,326 
(3)  The  annual  cost  of  a  new 

sabbatical  leave  policy  ij-,125 

The  cost  of  new  or  additional  services : 
(1)  An  additional  day  per  week  for  the 

Art  Specialist,  and  an  additional 
two  days  per  week  for  the  Speech 
Therapist,  effective  September, 1 972  11,900 

(2)  A  new  position  of  Director  of 
Curriculum  &  Instruction,  shared 
jointly  with  Boxf ord,  will  be 
established,  in  September,  1973  8,1^33 

(3)  The  provision,  as  required,  of  two- 
way  transportation  for  kindergarten 
pupils,  effective  September,  1973  8,100 

The  provision  of  a  substantially  greater 
amount  of  new  equipment  and  instructional 
materials  as  compared  with  the  previous 
level  of  support  19,000 

A  comparison  of  this  budget  with  the  1972  budget  in 
terms  of  percentage  of  annual  increase  is  difficult  to 
make.     The  amount  provided  for  the  12-month  period  of  1973 
represents  a 9.08$    increase  over  1972.     The  amount  provided 
for  the  period  from  January  -  June,  1 97kt  is  3^. 62%  higher 
than  the  comparable  six  month  segment  for  1973.  However, 
if  the  $97,500  provided  for  the  deferred  "summer  pays" 
is  excluded,  the  appropriate  comparison  shows  an  8.25% 
increase.    It  is  hoped  that  corrective  legislation  will 
be  enacted  early  in  1973  and  make  possible  the  deferral  of 
a  portion  or  all  of  the  $97,500  to  a  subsequent  budget. 

The  1972  Budget,  expenditures  for  1972  and  the  1973- 
197^4-,  1 8-month  Budget  are  shown  in  detail  below: 

Budget         Expendi-  Budget 
Account   .     1972           tures  1972  1973-1 97li ADMINISTRATION 

School  Committee 
Salary  of  Clerk               $        300.00  $      311.00  $  ij.50.00 
Other  Expense                           [{.55.00          512.21  515-00 
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Superintendent  j 3  Office 
Salary 
Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  &  Materials 
Other 
Travel -in-state 
Travel -out-of-state 

12337.00  $  12lj.3ii.30  $ 
7886.00  7928.80 

835.00 200.00 

387.OO 176.00 

911 .06 1 1  0 . 25 

312.97 
-0- 

2001+8.00 
12589.00 
1235.00 

250.00 

576.00 31+8.00 $    22576.00  $  22520.59  $    36011 .00 

INSTRUCTION 
Supervision 
Director,  Curr.  &  Inst.$  -0- 
Rinehart  Handwriting  1100.00 

Principals 
Salaries  30712.00 
Salaries,  secretarial  8687. 00 
Supplies  750.00 
Other  Expense  900.00 

Teaching 
Salaries -Regular  lj.i788l.OO 

-Specialists  308li1  .00 
-Substitute  7920.00 
-Special  Tutors  I+00.00 
-Teacher  Coaches  630.00 

Supplies  and  Materials 
General  5956.00 
Consum. Instruct. Mat' 1.  lj.305.OO 
Physical  Education  1+00.00 
Music        _  280.00 
Remedial  Reading  175.00 
Perceptually-handicapped  1+25.00 
Speech  -0- 
WorkshoD  &  Conference  3000.00 
Reading  Suprv. -Travel  330.00 
Summer  School-Salaries  1580.00 
Summer  School-Supplies  100.00 

Textbook  Program 
Basic  &  Supplemental  601+2.00 
Remedial  Reading  125.00 
Music  155.00 

Library  Services 
Librarian  6110.00 
Supplies  &  Materials  325.00 
Other-Librarian  Travel  110.00 

Audio-Visual  Program 
A.V.  Aide  600.00 
Supplies  &  Materials  1 635.00 

Guidance  Services 
Supplies  and  Materials  921+.00 

Psychological  Services 
Salary  -  Tester  1500.00 

Educational  Television 
Supplies  and  Materials  61j_5.00 

$  531+51+3-00 

$      -0-  $ 
1 1 00.00 

30692.28 8708.11+ 
1098.02 
HI4.6.O7 

1+1 7801 .01 
30918.17 
8156.00 710.37 

-0- 
6928. 51+ 
ll81l0.93 

1+57.1+1 276.27 
121  .62 
1I-21+.95 

-0- 1823.1+5 

1  63 . 20 

975.00 
-0- 

1+1+71  .12 
177.81 1  1  .81 

6307.70 

338.81+ 
109.20 

519.90 
1+136.67 

899.96 

1320.00 

701  .25 

$535335.69 

81+33.00 
1760.00 

1+9289.00 
15581 .00 
1968.00 
1  71+0 . 00 

758633.00 
61+376.00 13600.00 800.00 

-0- 

13861+.00 

5196.00 
652.00 
1+20 . 00 260.00 

i+25 . 00 

75.00 
1+050.00 
236.00 

1500.00 100.00 

1 101+6.00 
125.00 

155.00 
12192.00 

325.00 21+7 . 00 
1006.00 

2372.00 
101 0.00 

2250.00 

1053.00 

$97l+73§.00 
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OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
School  Adjust . Counselor  $ 
Other  Expense -SAC  Travel 

Health  Services 
Salary  -  Nurse 
Salary  -  Physician 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other-Nurse  Travel 

Pupils  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 
Regular 
Educational  Trips 
Special  Classes 
Vocational 

Food  Services 
Salary-Cafe.  Manager 
Salary-Lunchroom 

71|45.00  $ 
65.00 

7826.00 

950.00 

75.00 
110.00 

26590.00 1860.00 

3060.00 
300.00 

4270.00 8968.00 

7l|.86.20  $ 

55.60 7679.90 
916.68 

74.08 

123.90 

26330.00 2861 .50 
1598.75 

57.00 
4003.34 
823?.oq 

13776.00 104.00 

11358.00 

1425.00 160.00 

176.00 

50460 . 00 2976.00 
6673.00 

300.00 

7797.00 

'13726.00 

61 51 9.00  $  59521  .95  $  108931 

00 

OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PLANT 
Operation  of  Plant 
Custodial  Services 
Supplies  &  Materials 

Heating  -  Buildings Oil 
Gas-Proctor 

Utility  Services 
Light  and  Power Water 

Telephones  -  School 
-Administration 

Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 
Care  of  Grounds 
Waste  Removal 
Other  (repair-equip) 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 
Repair  and  Upkeep 
Specific 
Emergency 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 
School  -  Specific -Emergency 
Administrative  Office 

$  35387.00 
3100.00 

7500.00 1850.00 

8580.00 

590.00 1350.00 
255.00 

3700.00 1240.00 

50.00 

7555.00 1700.00 
800.00 

125.00 

_58.00 $  7305.0. COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES 
Civic  Activities 
Re imburs. Janitor  Sals 

Summer  Playground 
Salaries 
Supplies  &  Materials 

$  35770.91 3189.26 
10268.29 

1912.88 10052.44 

397.70 
1311  .17 
287.98 

4227.50 1112.00 

245.72 

4761 .82 
-0- 

755.19 
-0- 

!f9.1? 00  $  74341  .96  $ 

57349.00 
5972.00 19096.00 

3280.00 

15396.00 

740.00 

21 60.00 

41 1 . 00 

6700.00 
1530.00 

375.00 

7890.00 
2550.00 
1200.00 
188.00 

98.00 124935.00 

$    2200.00  $    1141.50  $  2400.00 

900.00 100.00 

$    3200.00  $ 

900.00  1000.00 
108.80  110.00 

2150.30  $  3510.00 
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ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 
Schools                                $      i;00.00  $  2k30. 2ij.  $      7836. 00 
Library  (new/add.)                   982.00  1027.20  li4.O3.OO 
Replacement  of  equip.              1 00.00  1 26.10  1 50 . 00 

$    1If«2.00  $  3583.5*4.  $  9389.00 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 
Tuition  -  Elementary        If    2630.00  $  2037.79  $  3700.00 
Tuition  -  Vocational              1200.00  lj-35.76  1200.00 
Tuition  -  Adult  Educ.              175.00  1 33.50  280.00 

$    lj.005.00  $  2607.05  $  5180.00 

GRAND  TOTALS                           $701165.00  $700061 .08  $1262695.00 

The  following  reimbursement  estimates  are  submitted: 

Budget  $  1 ,262.695.00 

State  Reimbursements  (Estimated) 

^•Chapter  70  (General  Aid  for 
Education)  $  788,313.00 

Elementary  $  391;,  156.00 
Secondary  39if,1 57.00 

$  788,313.00 

#Chapter  71    (Regional  School 
District  Aid)  55,607.00 

Elementary        $  27,80i|.00 
Secondary  27,803.00 

$  55,607.00 

For  Elementary  Purposes 
Chapter  70  $39i^,  156.00 
Chapter  71  27,80i|.00 
School  Transportation  11,500.00 
Special  Education  12,650.00 
Tuition  and  Miscellaneous      1 ,285.00 

1^7,395.00 
Net  Cost  to  Town  -  Elementary  $ 01 5,300.00 

■s-Chapter  70  estimate  based  on  1972  Cherry  Sheet 

#Chapter  71   estimate  based  on  1972  Receipts 

Collective  Bargaining 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  763  of  the  Acts  of 
1965,  the  Topsfield  School  Committee  entered  into  collect- 

ive bargaining  procedures  with  the  representatives  of  the 
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Topsfield  Teachers'  Association  in  September  of  1971  and 
continued  bargaining  until  June,  1972,  when  agreement  was 
finally  reached.     The  bargaining  was  carried  on  for  the 
Topsfield  Teachers'  Association  by  Miss  Ford,  Mrs.  Riley, 
Mrs.  Salt,  Mrs.  Thurston,  Mr.  Voyer  and  Mrs.  Webster  of 
the  Professional  Status  Committee,  with  Field  Represent- 

ative John  Mannheim  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers' 
Association  serving  as  spokesman.     The  entire  School 
Committee  membership  served  as  the  bargaining  team  with 
Willard  Spring  serving  as  the  primary  spokesman.  The 
final  agreement  provided  for  the  two-year  period  beginning 
September  1,  1972  and  continuing  through  August  31,  197^. 
Major  provisions  under  the  new  agreement  include  neT-r  salary 
schedules  for  the  1972-1973  and  1973-197^  school  years,  a 
new  sabbatical  leave  policy  to  become  effective  during 
the  1 973-1 97^4-  school  year,  a  revision  of  the  sick  leave 
policy  to  permit  the  accumulation  of  unused  sick  leave  to 
1 85  days  with  full  pay,  a  complete  revision  of  the  pro- 

visions for  maternity  leave,  a  new  article  dealing  with 
teacher  evaluation,  and  provisions  calling  for  publication 
of  openings  for  summer  employment  and  the  fact  that  a 
teacher  will  no  longer  be  required  to  maintain  a 
Massachusetts  attendance  register.     The  new  salary 
schedules  reached  in  the  agreement  follow: 

1972-1 

973 

Step B 
1 71^ 

2 7725 
3 

8025 
8325 

\ 
8675 

6 9025 
7 9k25 
8 9825 
9 10225 

10 
10625 

11 11025 
12 11I|50 13 

B+12  B+2k 

7925  81 25 
8225  81^25 
8525  8725 
8875  9075 
9225  914.25 
9625  9825 
10025  10225 
1 0k25  1 0625 
1 0825  1 1  025 
11225  11^25 
1 1 650  11 850 

M  M+12 
8075  8275 
8325  8575 
8675  8875 
8975  91 75 
9325  9525 
9625  9875 

1 0075  1 0275 
1 0k75  1  0675 
1 0875  1 1 075 
11275  11i{75 
11675  11875 
1 2075  1 2275 
1 2500  1 2700 

Prof. 
M+2ii  Cert. 
-"WP5  ~wr$ 

8775  9075 
9075  9375 
9375  9675 
9725  1 0025 10075  10375 
I0k75  10775 
10875  11175 
1 1 275  11 575 
11675  11975 
1 2075  1 2375 
1 2klS  1 2775 
1 2900  1 3200 
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197^-197k 

Step B 
1 

7800 2 8150 
3 8k5o 
k 8800 
5 9150 6 9550 7 9950 8 10350 
9 10750 

10 11200 
1 1 11650 
12 1  2100 13 

B+12  B+2k 
8000  8250 
8350  8600 
8650  8900 
9000  9250 
9350  9600 
9750  10000 

1 01 50  1 OkOO 
10550  IO8OO 
10950  11200 
11k00  11650 
11'850  12100 1 2300  1  2550 

M  M+12 
8500  8700 
8850  9050 
91 50  9350 
9500  9700 
9850  1 0050 

1 0250  1 0k50 
1 0650  1 0850 
1 1 050  11 250 
1 1  ij.50  11 650 
11900  12100 
1 2350  1  2550 
12800  13000 
13250  13^50 

Prof. 
M+2i| 

Cert . 
8900 

9200 
9300 9550 9600 

9850 

9950 
10200 

10300 
10550 

10700 10950 
11100 

11350 

11500 
11750 

11900 121  50 
12350 12600 
12800 13050 
13250 

13500 
13700 13950 

School  Facilities 

Major  emphasis  was  given  during  1972  to  a  project 
calling  for  substantial  rehabilitation  of  the  Proctor 
School.     The  main  building  of  that  plant  is  now  I|_0  years 
old.    Many  of  its  mechanical  systems  need  replacement. 
The  facilities  do  not  meet  current  educational  requirements 
nor  does  the  building  present  a  first  class  educational 
environment  for  the  children.     It  did  not  appear  feasible 
to  do  the  necessary  upgrading  work  under  the  regular 
maintenance  and  repair  budget.     After  deliberation  it 
was  recommended  to  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  that  that  committee  give  consideration 
to  the  development  of  a  rehabilitation  project,  operating 
under  the  requirements  of  the  School  Building  Assistance 
Bureau.     The  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building 
Committee  did  study  the  matter  in  detail  and  agreed  to 
proceed  with  the  development  of  a  project  for  the  renova- 

tion of  the  school.     The  School  Committee  members  wish  to 
note  officially  the  cooperation,  interest,  and  effort 
shown  by  the  members  of  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  in  undertaking  this  difficult  and 
demanding  task.     Present  plans  call  for  the  Town  to  vote 
upon  a  bond  issue  for  this  rehabilitation  project  in  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March,  1973*     It  would  be  expected 
that  the  new  construction  would  start  immediately  there- 

after and  the  work  within  the  building  would  start  as 
soon  as  school  closes  for  the  summer  vacation.     While  the 
ongoing  project  undoubtedly  will  be  the  source  of  many 
temporary  problems,  it  is  expected  that  the  result  of 
the  rehabilitation  project  will  be  a  school  which  will 
provide  a  very  adequate  instructional  plant  for  another 
generation  of  Topsfield  elementary  pupils  and  one  in 
which  a  more  current  and  enriched  program  will  be  possible. 
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Curriculum  and  Instruction 

Somewhat  obscured  from  public  view  by  discussions  of 
such  exigent  problems  as  budget,  facilities,  collective 
bargaining,  and  legislation  has  been  the  school  committee 
involvement  in  the  further  development  of  the  instructional 
program.     The  committee  has  given  much  emphasis  to 
curriculum,  the  vital  element  in  public  education.  There 
has  been  a  continuing  ferment  locally,  as  well  as  nation- 

ally, with  reference  to  the  kind  of  instructional  program 
which  should  be  offered  and  to  the  methods  and  materials 
by  which  the  learning  can  best  be  effected.    The  basic 
directions  seems  clearly  defined  as  greater  concern  for 
how  the  individual  learns,  greater  concern  for  the 
individual  child  as  a  person,  and  greater  concern  with  his 
feelings  toward  himself  and  what  he  is  doing  in  school. 
Strides  in  this  direction  are  being  made  in  varying-  de- grees, from  miniscule  in  some  instances  to  major  in  other 
instances. 

An  attempt  to  verbalize  in  simple  terms  some  of 
these  changes  in  attitudes  resulted  in  the  development 
and  acceptance  by  the  teaching  staff  of  the  following 
statements  indicating  some  priority  of  values  for  consid- 

eration in  planning  and  carrying  on  the  instructional 
program. 

1  )  Learning  how  to  learn  is  of  higher  priority 
than  the  acquisition  of  methods,  skills  and 
knowledges. 

2)  The  structure  of  subject  matter  must  include 
consideration  of  pupil  interests  and  abilities. 

3)  Encouragement  of  interpersonal  relationships 
and  social  and  emotional  growth  is  more 
important  than  documenting  status  and  academic 
achievement. 

[{.)     Behaviorally-stated  outcomes  expected  of  learners 
place  the  focus  on  learners  and  learning  rather 
than  on  teachers  and  teaching. 

5)  Sharing  expected  outcomes  in  advance  with 
learners  increases  the  will  to  learn  and  in- 

creases the  efficiency  of  the  learning  process. 

6)  Planning  provisions  for  learning  activities 
should  include  not  only  objectives  but  means 
for  evaluating  the  attainment  of  those 
objectives. 

106 



7)  Realistic  goals,  expected  of  the  learner  by 
the  teacher,  are  a  very  significant  factor 
in  determining  the  achievements  of  the 
learner. 

8)  The  home,  school,  and  society  beyond  the  school 
system  share  a  joint  responsibility  for  the 
development  of  the  learner. 

9)  Teaching  should  be  "facilitating  learning" as  well  as  transferring  knowledge. 

10)     Both  the  school  system  and  the  staff  within  the 
system  will  improve  the  quality  of  learning  by 
exercising  a  spirit  and  habit  of  seeking 
alternatives  for  growth  and  change. 

These  points  of  view  were  further  supported  by 
sixteen  additional  statements  amplifying  and  specifying 
these  attitudes  in  greater  detail.     The  complete  statement 
was  sent  to  all  parents  at  the  time  of  development  and  was 
concluded  by  this  paragraph: 

Finally,  schools  must  be  more  than  a  launching 
pad  for  tomorrow.     Somehow  it  must  be  good  while 
it  is  going  on.     Schools  must  be  thought  of  as 
learning  centers  rather  than  teaching  centers. 
They  must  be  places  where  one  goes  to  have 
experience,  where  there  are  opportunities  for 
the  young  to  find  their  way. 

The  Steward  School  staff,  in  pursuing  the  implementa- 
tion of  these  stated  attitudes  has  further  developed  its 

own  school  objectives.     It  has  expanded  the  continuous 
progress  program  with  greater  emphasis  on  individualiza- 

tion of  instruction.     The  contracting  concept  in  language 
arts  and  mathematics  following  the  diagnostic-prescriptive 
approach  is  used  by  many  teachers. 

In  the  current  school  year  there  are  teams  of  three 
teachers  working  with  groups  of  children  from  two  age 
levels  at  all  grade  levels  from  first  through  sixth.  This 
has  required  a  greater  attempt  at  interpreting  the 
educational  program  to  the  parents,  the  provision  of 
regular  released  time  for  staff  planning,  a  modification 
of  the  progress  reporting  procedures,  and  some  restructur- 

ing of  the  curriculum,  particularly  science  and  social 
studies.     Units  of  study  in  these  two  areas  are  taught 
over  a  two-year  period.     In  science  there  is  greater 
emphasis  on  more  active  participation  of  students  in 
experiments,   and  observation.     Social  studies  orientation 
is  toward  concept  development  through  activities  in  a 
multi-media  approach. 
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From  this  approach  hopefully  will  emerge  not  only 
continued  good  academic  growth,  but  growth  in  pupil  self- 
direction  and  pupil  assumption  of  a  greater  degree  of 
responsibility  for  his  own  learning,  and  for  his  relation- 

ships with  his  fellow  pupils  and  staff  members. 

Steward  School  is  also  participating  in  a  federally- 
funded  project,  the  Common  Concerns  Collaborative  on  Open 
Education.     This  project  involves  sixteen  schools  in  the 
Department  of  Education's  Northeast  Region.     The  principal, 
five  teachers,  and  one  parent  have  been  serving  on  a 
committee  relating  to  the  project. 

The  Proctor  School  staff,  in  its  effort  to  implement 
more  fully  this  stated  point  of  view  has  initiated  several 
pilot  projects  with  the  beginning  of  the  1972-1973  school 
year.     These  projects  were  an  outgrowth  of  a  series  of 
staff  workshops,  which  included  school  committee  and 
community  participation.     If  successful,  they  will  become 
springboards  to  wider  application  and  further  development. 

Interest  centers  in  reading,  mathematics,  or  science 
were  established  in  four  primary  grade  classrooms.  These 
were  designed  to  provide  greater  opportunity  for  self- 
direction,  a  variety  of  enrichment  activities,  more 
opportunity  for  exploration,  and  more  opportunity  for 
cooperative  interaction  among  pupils. 

One  kindergarten  teacher  is  working  with  a  new 
comprehensive  re a ding -language  arts  development  program. 
This  is  a  multisensory  program  of  visual,  kinesthetic, 
and  auditory  activities  planned  directly  for  the  beginning 
student.     The  other  kindergarten  teacher,  in  conjunction 
with  reading  personnel  is  carrying  on  an  early  awareness 
and  educational  intervention  program.     Early  screening  of 
each  child  will  hopefully  provide  the  teacher  with  an 
awareness  of  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  individual 
pupils  in  certain  designated  behavioral  skills,  which 
awareness  can  be  translated  into  a  program  for  growth  in 
the  developmental  skills  in  which  a  lag  has  been 
identified. 

Three  teachers  at  the  middle  grade  level  are  using 
individualized  mathematics  materials  to  supplement  sub- 

stantially the  basic  instructional  program.     The  use  of . 
these  materials  calls  for  the  pupils  to  take  a  greater 
responsibility  for  his  own  progress  and  permits  each 
pupil  to  work  more  nearly  at  his  rate  and  at  his  instruc- 

tional level.     A  similar  approach 'to  spelling  is  being carried  on  by  another  middle  grade  teacher.  However, 
in  this  case  the  individualized  approach  has  supplanted 
completely  the  basal  spelling  program^ 
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At  the  upper  grade  level  too,  there  are  several 
programs  in  operation  which  are  geared  to  a  greater 
consideration  of  the  pupil  and  his  learning  style.  Two 
teachers  are  modifying  their  science  program  to  one 
which  involves  more  active  doing  on  the  part  of  pupils 
and  less  reliance  upon  a  text-oriented  approach.  Another 
teacher  is  integrating  instruction  in  reading  skills  with 
the  social  studies  program.     Still  another  teacher  has 
developed  an  enrichment  program  in  social  studies,  which 
has  as  a  major  element  a  series  of  tape  recordings,  with 
related  visual  and  printed  materials  which  are  coordinated 
with  the  various  topics.     Finally  two  upper  grade  teachers 
have  developed  a  cooperative  program  with  a  first  grade 
teacher  under  which  certain  upper  grade  pupils  work  with 
first  grade  children  and  have  an  opportunity  to  partici- 

pate in  a  genuine  service  activitiy. 

Some  of  the  above  programs  are  well  developed  while 
others  are  still  in  initial  stages  of  development.  All 
will  be  evaluated  to  determine  their  contribution  to  the 
total  program  and  their  value  as  a  foundation  upon  which 
to  build  a  dynamic,  multi-faceted  program. 

To  aid  in  the  further  development  and  expansion  of 
these  promising  new  approaches,  provisions  have  been  made 
to  establish  a  position  of  Director  of  Curriculum  and 
Instruction  for  the  Topsf ield-Boxf ord  School  Union.  This 
new  position  was  established  by  vote  of  the  Joint  Union 
Committee  and  will  be  staffed  for  the  beginning  of  the 
1973-197^  school  year.     Major  responsibilities  for  this 
new  position  will  include  revision  and  development  of 
curriculum  programs,  continuing  assessment  of  instruction- 

al staff,  and  the  coordination  of  curriculum  activities  of 
the  schools  within  the  school  union  and  with  Masconomet 
and  the  Middleton  schools. 

In  other  curriculum  developments,  new  guides  were 
developed  in  art  and  physical  education.     The  art  guide 
replaced  an  earlier  guide  and  was  prepared  by  the  special 
art  teachers  in  Boxford,  Middleton  and  Topsfield. 
Similarly,  the  phsycial  education  guide  also  replaced  an 
earlier  guide.     It  was  prepared  by  the  physical  education 
specialists  in  Boxford  and  Topsfield.     Both  guides  present 
a  clear  statement  as  to  the  objectives  and  operation  of 
the  respective  programs,  valuable  both  to  the  specialists 
in  their  instruction  and  to  the  classroom  teachers  for 
their  correlated  instruction. 
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A  somewhat  curriculum-related  development  was  the 
adoption  by  the  school  committee  of  an  open  enrollment 
policy.     This  policy  provides  a  means  by  which  a  parent 
may  apply  for  a  child  to  be  enrolled  outside  the  usual 
school  district.     It  is  hoped  that  this  will  present  an 
option  for  some  parents  to  have  their  child,  within  neces- 

sary limitation,  attend  the  other  school  in  the  community. 
This  might  occur  in  cases  where  the  program  offered  in 
one  school  was  seemingly  more  consistent  with  the  parents' 
attitudes  or  where  negative  feelings  toward  one  school 
were  detracting  significantly  from  suitable  academic 
progress.     This  policy  will  become  effective  for  the  first 
time  with  the  1973-197^  school  year  and  will  be  carefully 
evaluated. 

Entering  Age  Policy 

The  established  policy  reads  as  follows: 

Age  of  Admission  -  Children  entering  Kindergarten 
must  reach  their  fifth  birthday  by  October  31st  of 
the  year  in  which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  fifth  birthday  in  the 
three-month  period  immediately  following  (November 
1   through  January  31 )  will  be  enrolled  upon 
successful  completion  of  screening  procedures 
administered  by  the  school  system.     The  decision 
of  the  school  administration  will  be  final  and 
binding. 

Children  entering  Grade  One  without  previous 
successful  public  school  kindergarten  experience 
must  reach  their  sixth  birthday  by  October  31st  of 
the  year  in  which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  sixth  birthday  in  the 
three-month  period  immediately  following  (November 
1  through  January  31 )  will  be  enrolled  upon 
successful  completion  of  screening  procedures 
administered  by  the  school  system.     The  decision 
of  the  school  administration  will  be  final  and 
binding. 

Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from 
other  school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the 
following  conditions : 

(1)     the  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
school  system 
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(2)  In  every  case,  the  admission  of  the  underage 
children  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness 
of  the  child  to  profit  by  the  appropriate 
grade  program  of  the  Topsfield  Public  Schools, 
such  fitness  to  be  determined  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 

(3)  All  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  term. 

The  above  policy  has  now  been  in  efeect  for  three 
entering  classes  of  pupils.     The  objective  of  this  flexible 
entering  age  policy  is  to  admit  some  children  earlier  than 
might  have  been  the  case  in  view  of  their  academic  aptitude 
and  level  of  maturation;  and  conversely,  to  delay  school 
entrance  for  one  year  for  those  children  whose  lack  of 
maturity  or  readiness  for  a  formal  school  program  would 
make  highly  questionable  their  chance  of  success.  Some 
21   pupils  born  in  the  three-month  period  from  November 
1   through  January  31  were  screened  for  admission  to 
kindergarten  this  spring,  according  to  the  procedures 
which  were  established  by  the  administration. 

It  is  felt  that  the  implementation  of  this  policy  has 
been  helpful  in  several  instances  to  parents  and 
administrators  in  making  the  best  determination  possible 
for  the  appropriate  year  of  entrance  of  these  children  to 
school . 

School  Lunch  Program 

Approximately  63/£  of  the  elementary  pupils  usually 
purchase  the  Class  A  school  lunch  andhave  the  benefits  of 
a  balanced  nourishing  meal  at  noontime.     A  significant 
change  during  the  year  was  the  establishment  of  a  daily 
purchasing  plan  to  replace  the  previous  weekly  purchase 
plan.     This  change  was  made  in  the  hopes  of  increasing 
participation,   reducing  food  waste,  and  improving  pupils' 
attitude  toward  the  lunch  program.     It  is  felt  that  some 
small  progress  has  been  made  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  objectives. 

The  continual  battle  against  inflation  has  been  a 
difficult  one.     Rising  costs  for  food  and  for  services, 
as  well  as  unusally  large  expenditures  for  equipment 
repair,  resulted  in  a  deficit  of  over  $700  for  the  1971- 
1972  school  year  and  required  the  increasing  of  the  cost 
of  the  school  lunch  from  $.30  to  $.35  for  pupils  with 
the  beginning  of  the  1972-1973  school  year.     The  added 
income  has  proved  very  helpful  and  contributed  to  main- 

taining the  cafeteria  revolving  account  with  a  balance 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  current  school  year. 
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Free  lunches  are  provided  to  several  pupils  under 
the  terms  of  the  comprehensive  free  lunch  policy  adopted 
by  the  school  committee.     Copies  of  the  policy  are  for- 

warded   to  all  parents,  who  can  make  application  to  the 
building  principal.     The  anonymity  of  the  child  receiving 
a  free  lunch  is  protected.     Questions  concerning  this 
policy  may  be  directed  to  principals  at  any  time. 

The  financial  statement  for  the  1971-1972  school 
year  follows : 

Receipts 
Sales             $  30A33.28 
U.S.D.A.  Hi,2L[.1  .32 

$  khlbTk-bO 
Expenditures 

Pood               $  2k,  21  7.  i|3 
Labor  18,673.^2 
Equipment  1 09 . 60 
Other  2,381 .81 

$  1^,382.36 

Deficit  $  707.76 

Consideration    of  the  above  financial  statement  can 
best  be  viewed  from  the  point  of  view  that  it  represents 
the  serving  of  over  90,000  meals  to  pupils  at  an  average 
cost  of  $.§0lj.  per  meal.     A  further  breakdown  shows  a  per 
meal  cost  for  food,  including  milk,  of  $.270,  for  labor 
of  $.206, and  for  equipment  and  other  expenses  of  $.028. 
Conversely,  the  total  receipts  per  meal,  including 
federal  subsidies,  total  $.ij.95>  with  the  resulting  deficit 
for  the  year. 

Health  Services 

The  school  health  program  continues  to  be  an  essential 
part  of  the  school  program.     In  addition  to  classroom 
instruction  by  teachers  in  many  health  topics,  Mrs.  Julia 
McArdle,  School  Nurse,  and  Dr.  Clarence  Thornton,  School 
Physician,  provide  many  health  services.     The  height  and 
weight  of  each  child  is  recorded  annually.     Care  is 
provided  ill  or  injured  children  until  their  parents  can 
assume  responsibility  for  them.    Other  services  include: 
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Physical  Esaminations 
Audiometer  Tests 
Vision  Tests 
Tuberculosis  Tine  Tests 
Influenza  Vaccine 
Lazy  Eye  Clinic 

62  pupils,  1  referral 
All  pupils,  L\.  referrals 
All  pupils,  23  referrals 
100  pupils,  27  staff 
I4.3  staff 96  preschoolers,  6  referrals 

New  Lesiglation 

Several  pieces  of  pertinent  legislation  were  en- 
acted by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts.  Among 

these  were: 

Chapter  66  -  Authorizes  a  school  committee  to 
maintain  and  operate  public  schools  on  a 
continuous  twelve-month  basis.     Plans  for  an 
extended  school  year  are  not  currently  under 
contemplation. 

Chapter  1 07  -  Prohibits  corporal  punishment  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  the  county  training 
schools.     The  school  committee  policy  has  been 
revised  in  accordance  with  the  statute.  How- 

ever, corporal  punishment  has  not  been  used  in 
the  local  schools  for  many  years. 

Chapter  1 36  -  Requires  the  holding  by  a  school 
committee  of  a  public  hearing  relative  to  their 
proposed  annual  budgets.     The  school  committee 
did  hold  such  a  legally-advertised  hearing  for 
the  first  time  on  December  i|th.     It  has  been 
customary  practice  for  several  years  to  have 
a  Finance  Committee  representative  participate 
in  all  budget  discussions  during  the  period  of 
budget  work  from  October  through  December. 
All  budget  deliberations  are  carried  on  in 
open  session  of  regular  meetings  and  the 
public  is  invited  to  attend. 

Chapter  l±6L\.  -  Authorizes  a  school  committee  to 
contract  with  a  superintendent  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  six  years  and  makes  it  no  longer 
necessary  to  elect  a  superintendent  to  tenure 
after  a  stated  period  of  service. 
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Chapter  lj.67  -  Requires  the  publication  of  school 
rules  and  regulations  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
students  or  teachers.     Such  school  committee  rules 
and  regulations  have  been  compiled,  a  copy  filed 
with  the  Department  of  Education,  and  copies  made 
available  upon  request  at  the  Office  of  each 
school  principal. 

Chapter  766  -  Regulates  program  for  children  requir- 
ing special  education  and  providing  reimbursement 

therefor.     This  ten-page  statute  calls  for  a  compre- 
hensive overhaul  of  all  special  education  programs. 

It  will  go  into  effect  in  September,  1971+  with 
expectations  of  substantially  full  implementation  by 
1976.     The  statute  provides  for  the  development  of 
guidelines  by  the  Department  of  Education  to  spell 
out  the  full  meaning  and  the  implementation  of  this 
broad  statute,  which  guidelines  will  not  become 
available  until  some  time  in  1973.     It  is  difficult 
at  this  time  to  assess  the  impact  of  this  reorganized 
program  of  providing  services  and  receiving  reim- 

bursements.   However,  it  would  appear  that  there 
will  be  an  increased  cost  to  the  towns  which  will 
have  to  assume  costs  for  "institutionalized" 
children  now  borne  by  the  state  or  will  have  to 
provide  programs  locally  for  children  with  special 
problems  who  are  now  serviced  by  the  state. 

Chapter  8ii9  -  A  final  piece  of  legislation  with 
major  impact  this  year  was  Chapter  814.9  of  the  Acts 
of  1969,  as  subsequently  amended  by  action  of  the 
Legislature.     This  provided  for  the  previously- 
discussed  change  from  a  calendar  year  fiscal  cycle 
to  a  fiscal  cycle  beginning  on  July  1st.     The  major 
impact  of  this  legislation,  plus  other  major 
legislative  acts  in  recent  years,  demonstrates 
dramatically  the  fact  that  the  final  control  and 
determination  of  public  education  rest  with  the  state 
and  not  the  local  community.     The  school  committee 
attempts  to  stay  abreast  of  pending  legislation, 
to  take  a  position  on  bills  of  importance,  and  to 
make  its  position  known  to  local  legislators  and 
the  appropriate  legislative  committees.  The 
school  committee  urges  all  citizens  to  take  a  similar 
interest  and  course  of  action  to  make  their  views 
known  before  the  passage  of  legislation.     Too  often, 
as  in  the  case  of  this  fiscal  cycle  legislation, 
local  officials  find  their  responsibilities  limited 
almost  entirely  to  coping  with  unforeseen 
ramifications . 
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Enrollment,  October  1,  1972 

Grades Boys Girls Total 

K 
60 

61 1  21 
1 

58 49 

107 

2 62 
77 

139 

3 53 

65 

118 75 

61 
136 

i 

71 70 

1  i+1 

6 

8if 

90 

17k 

W>3 

1+73 

936 School  Census 
Boys  Girls 

Number  between  5  and  7  years  of  age        1 2ij.  129 
Number  between  7  and  1  i|.  years  of  age      I4.9I  521+ 
Number  between  1 1|  and  16  years  of  age     155  159 
Number  between  16  and  21  years  of  age     1  Sh  1  32 ~92f  9hk 

No  School  Signal 

No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WBZ, 
WKEX,  WEEI,  WHDH,  WESX,  and  WMLO  between  7:00  and  7:30  a.m. 
if  there  is  no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regard- 

ing "No  School"  are  made  by  the  T0psfield  Superintendent 
for  the  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  only.  Announcements 
for  the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by 
the  Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated 
"Masconomet  Regional  High  School". 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  a.m.   to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes   (grades  Kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:14.5  a.m.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  Kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,  parents 
are  urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgement  in  sending 
their  children  to  school. 
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Immunization 

The  law  now  requires  immunization  against  diphtheria, 
pertussis,  tetanus,  measles,  and  poliomyelitis  as  a 
condition  of  school  attendance.     A  child  may  be  admitted 
upon  certification  by  a  physician  that  the  health  of  the 
child  would  be  endangered  by  such  immunizations,  or  by 
certification  by  the  parent  that  immunization  conflicts 
with  his  sincere  religious  beliefs.     Parents  are  re- 

quested to  attend  to  this  matter  prior  to  the  spring 
registration  for  Kindergarten  if  possible. 

School  Calendar  -  1973 

J  an . 2 

r  e  D  • 16 (Friday) .   .  Close for  Winter  Recess  at 

regular  hour 
r  e  u . 26 

Ap  ri  1 

13 

(Friday)  . 
.   .  Close for  Spring  Recess  at 

regular  hour 

April 

23 

May 

28 
.   Memorial  Day    No  School 

June 22* (Friday) .   .  Close for  Summer  Recess  at  Noon 

#If  statutory requirements  has  been  met. 

Aug. 

30 

.   New  Teacher  Orientation 

Sept. h 

Sept. 5 ( We  dne  s  day ) . .   .   .   School  Opens  Regular  Sessions 

Oct. 8 .    Columbus  Day  No  School 

Oct. 22 •Veteran's  Day  No  School 

Nov. 21 (Wednesday) . •   •   Thanksgiving  Recess  -  Dismissal at  1  2:1  £  p.m. 

Nov. 26 

Dec. 
21 

(Friday) .   •  Close for  Christmas  Recess  at 
regular  hour 
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Teachers  Directory  -  January*  1972 

Proctor  School 

Appoint- 

College  or 
Name Subject  ment University 
Joseph  F.  Bateman, Jr. Principal 1972 Salem  State  Coll. 
Shirley  A.  Joslyn Kinde rgarten 1961 Plymouth  State  Coll. 
Ann  Wi swell Kindergarten 1968 Univ. of  Massachusetts 
Anne  P.  Cowles Grade 1 1970 B0ston  University 
Mary  Ann  Hawkes Grade 1 

1965 
G0rham  State  Coll . 

Hazel  Pizzano Grade 1 
1953 

Worcester  State  Coll. 
June  Behrens Grade 2 

1969 
Boston  University 

Martina  I.  Evans Grade 2 
1967 

Randolph  Macon  Coll. 
Cynthia  Hurley Grade 2 1  972 Univ.  of  Michigan 
Eleanor  G.  Becker Grade 3 1966 Simmons  College 
Joyce  Bergsten Grade 3 1970 Univ.  of  Cincinnati 
Elizabeth  Salt Grade 3 

1964 

Antioch  College 
Clare  Campbell Grade 4 1951 Salem  state  Ooli. 
F.  Gilbert  Miller Grade 4 1960 Boston  University 
Gloria  E.  Thurston Grade 4 

1961; 
Tufts  College 

William  Podradchik Grade 5 1971 Boston  State  Coll. 
Pauline  Renaud Grade 5 1970 Harvard  University 
Sallie  Wilber Grade 5 1956 Sargent  College 
Pauline  K.Cunningham  Grade 6 

1959 
Northeastern  Univ. 

Joan  V.  Ford Grade 6 1  961 Smith  College 
Thomas  F.  Voyer Grade 6 1962 Salem  State  Coll. 
Doris  Rollfs Grade 6 1  972 Univ. of  Massachusetts 

Steward  School 

Earl  H.  Peabody Principal 1968 Washington  State  Coll. 
Ruth  Bortzfield Kindergarten 1972 Millersville  State  Coll. 
Martha  Gorman Kindergarten 1966 Colby  College 
Melinda  Johnson Grade 1 1969 Boston  University 
Patricia  Pierce Grade 1 1  972 E.Carolina  University 
Dorothy  Riley Grade 1 1958 Rhode  Island  Coll. 
Susan  L.  Martin Grade 2 

1965 
Lesley  College 

Christine  Simmons Grade 2 1972 State  Univ.   of  New  York 
Ruth  A.  Toomey Grade 2 1960 Salem  State  Coll. 
Norma  Geoffrion Grade 3 

1973 
Wheaton  College 

Barbara  Gray Grade 3 
1969 

Radcliffe  College 
Sandra  Nute Grade 3 1972 Concordia  College 
Lillian  Halen Grade 4 1971 Washburn  University 
Deborah  Levinson Grade k 1971 G0rdon  College 
June  C.  Rendle Grade 4 

1961* 
Salem  State  Coll. 

Judith  Woodman Grade 5 1970 Salem  State  Coll. 
Janet  Rider Grade 5 

1969 
Bridgewater  State  Coll. 

Helen  L.  Webster Grade 5 

1957 

Salem  State  Coll. 
Kathryn  Eaton Grade 6 

1969 
Wesleyan  College 

Alfred  B.  Jones Grade 6 1960 Northeastern  Univ. 
Joseph  Menesale Grade 6 1972 Salem  State  Coll. 
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Specialists 

Mary  S.  Schade 
Alice  F.  Boffetti 
Theodore  Michell 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 

Jill  MacDonald 

Mary  Phillips 
Lois  Crane 

Elizabeth  Weston 
Julia  McArdle 
Calista  Greenough 
Ruth  M.  Bell 

Kathryn  Stearns 

Art  1 967 
Music  196k 
Instr. Music  1968 

Physical Education  1967 

Physical Education  1969 
Reading.  1960 
School  Adjust. 

Counselor  1962 
Speech  1970 
School  Nurse  1 972 
Librarian  1 969 
Cafeteria 

Supervisor  1  959 
Perceptually 

Handicappedl  968 

Wheelock  College 
N.E.  Conservatory 
Boston  Conservatory 

Boston  University 

Iowa  State  University 
Castleton  College 

Boston  University 
San  Diego  State  Coll. 
St.  Elizabeth's  Hosp. 
Northeastern  Univ. 

Framingham  State 

Kansas  City  Jr. Coll. 

Ther  Committee  wishes  to  make  special  note  of  the 
retirement  of  two  staff  members  after  long  service  in  the 
system.     Miss  Ruth  Barnard  completed  her  25th  year  as 
School  Nurse  at  the  end  of  the  1971-1972  school  year..  Her 
faithful  and  valued  service  to  thousands  of  Topsfield 
children  and  parents  over  these  many  years  is  richly  de- 

serving of  public  recognition  as  is  the  service  of  Mrs. 
Janet  Svenson,  who  was  a  first  grade  teacher  at  Proctor 
School  and  at  Steward  School  for  eleven  years  and  bestowed 
much  affection  as  well  as  good  instruction  upon  her  hundreds 
of  young  charges. 

Also  worthy  of  note  is  the  change  in  position  of  F. 
Gilbert  Miller,  who  moved  from  the  principalship  of  the 
Proctor  School  to  a  position  as  classroom  teacher  and  assist- 

ant principal.     This  move  was  occasioned  for  health  reasons 
following  twelve  years  of  faithful  service,  during  which 
he  made  every  effort  to  know  personally  and  have  a  pleasant 
word  for  all  his  many  charges. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Barbara  S.  Hartford, Chairman 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 

December  31,  1972 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE 
Stock  in  Trade  $  486,100.00 
Machinery  54,550.00 
.All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property     634,977-. 00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  1,175,627.00 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 
Land,  exclusive  of  Buildings  4,556,050.00 
Buildings,  exclusive  of  Land  22,710,520.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  27,266,570.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED  ESTATE 
TAX  RATE  PER  $1,000.00  =  $66.00  $28,442,197.00 

TAXES  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY,  AND  CITY  OR  TOWN  PURPOSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAY 
On  Personal  Estate  77,591.38 
On  Real  Estate  1,799,593.60 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  1,877,184.98 

NUMBER  OF  LIVE  STOCK  ASSESSED 
Horses  (1  year  old  or  over)   101 
Ponies   48 
Neat  Cattle:     (1  year  old  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)   134 
Bulls,  Yearlings:    Heifers    51 
Goats   11 
Sheep  (6  months  old  or  over)    22 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  6,025 
NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED*  1,400 

*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard to  the  number  of  families  housed. 

1972  Cars  registered,  received  1972  3,092 
1971  Cars  registered,  received  1972  970 

4,06T Commissioner's  Value  -  Total  $3,484,717.00 
Excise  Tax  -  Total  184,201.74 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 
ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 
DAVID  B .  JORDAN 
Board  of  Assessors 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  -  January  1,  1972  $  390,253.45 
Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Valuation  Basis  $  11,852.77 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  522,659.27 

School  Building  Assist. -Construction  18,688.37 
Title  I  -  8910  6,677.00 
Title  II  1,621.97 
Transportation  -  69-71  23,765.54 
Federal  Aid  #874  16,204.00 
School  Lunch  Reimbursement  14,417.44 
Immunization  Assistance  Program  200.00 
State  §  Federal  Aid  -  Regional  School  55,607.67 
Education  Handicapped  -  Vocational Students  667.00 
Library^Aid  1,959.38 
Corporation  Tax  27.64 
Loss  of  Taxes  9,228.80 
Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 
Highway  -  Chapter  90  10,053.57 
Highway  -  Chapter  58  5,450.79 
National  Defense  Education  III  1,987.90 
Veterans'  Benefits  5,011.32 
Disabled  Veterans'  Refunds  396.00 
Revenue  Sharing  Program  34,545.00 
Local  Aid  -  Lottery  14,324.14 

Collector  of  Taxes : 
Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  2,000,827.11 
Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  3,833.96 
Filing  Liens  1,392.00 
Water  Rates  67,055.21 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees  3,820.35 

County  of  Essex: 
Ipswich  Street  5,026.78 
Dog  Fund  Reimbursement  889.86 
Court  Fines  937.85 

Cemetery  Department: 
Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations  3,553.00 
Special  Gift   .  2,855,881.69 

Carried  Forward  $3,246,135.14 
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Brought  Forward $3,246,135.14 

Library: 
Book  Fines 
Non-Residents 1,129.15 230.00 

Schools : 
Cafeteria 
Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent 
Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions 
Book  Fines  -  Personal  Calls 

32,798.44 
534.50 

1,666.80 54.29 

County  Retirement 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes 
State  Withholding  Taxes 

13,934.18 
126,437.83 
36,600.52 

Building  Fees  2,092.00 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  11,129.07 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  0.  M.  E.  908.19 
Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  900.90 
By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists  251.85 
Dog  Licenses  1,636.00 
Disposal  Installers  Permits  170.00 
Gas  Permits  276.00 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Refund  14.86 
Firearms  I.  D.  Cards  62.00 
I.  D.  Cards  1.00 
BTW  Licenses  -  Food  §  Milk  Permits  583.50 
Insurance,  School  Damage  §  Water  Damages  773.82 
Percolation  Tests  1,550.00 
Pistol  Permits  270.00 
Plumbing  Permits  1,083.50 
Reimbursements : 

3M  Copies  325.00 
BTW  District  Telephone  Refund  117.46 
Zoning  Board  Requirement  120.00 
Plowing  State  Roads  520.00 
Overpayments  392.21 
Planning  Board  Requirement  100.00 
Breakage  §  Demolition  548.00 237,211.07 

Carried  Forward 
$3,483,346.21 
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Brought  Forward $3,483,346.21 

Ford  Foundation                                         $  750.00 
General  Account  Interest  6,931.17 
Tree  Planning  27.50 
Short  Term  Notes  1,000,000.00 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,920.00 
Trust  Fund  Sale  §  Purchase  Account  54,195.31 
Trust  Funds  8,811.90 
Wire  Inspection  Fees  2,130.00 
Wenham  -  Use  of  Sanitary  Land  Fill  20,000.00 
Arlington  Trust,  Sanitary  Land  Fill  -  Bond  85,300.00 
Arlington  Trust  -  Water  Loan  160,000.00 
Marcia  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund  1,025.00  1,344,090.88 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  $4,827,437.09 

DISBURSEMENTS 

January  -                     Warrants    1-  5 incl.$  208,411.03 February 
6-  9 

124,495.09 
March 10-14 494,087.66 
April 

15-18 152,705.96 
May 

19-22 399,597.74 
June 23-27 236,550.71 July 

28-31 121,692.31 
August 32-35 88,864.54 
September 36-40 513,684.06 October 41-44 180,239.34 
November 45-48 1,516,284.73 December 49-55 280,196.71 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash  Balance  -  December  31, 1972 
4,316,809. 

$  510,627.21 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1972 

TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 

Current  Year: 

Personal  72,898.94 
Real  Estate  1,737,519.64  1,810,418.58 

Previous  Year: 

Personal  468.26 
Real  Estate  41,891.18  42,359.44 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1970  160.08 
Year  1971  34,545.62 
Year  1972  113,342.89  148,048.59 

From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Corporation  and  Meals  Tax  27.64 
State  Tax,  Valuation  Basis  11,852.77  11,880.41 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits  290.00 
Victuallers  and  Food  Service  22.00 
Storage  Milk,  etc.  8.50 
Miscellaneous  111.00 
Sunday  Licenses  152.00 
Pistol  Permits  270.00  853.50 

Carried  Forward  2,013,560.52 
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Brought  Forward 2,013,560.52 
Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government  and  State: 
Federal  School  Aid  -  P.  L.  874  16,204.00 
School  -  Title  I  -  89-10  6,677.00 
School  -  National  Defense  - 

P.  L.  864  1,987.90 
School  ESEA  II  1,621.97 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  522,659.27 
School  Building  Assistance  18,688.37 
School  Transportation,  includ- 

ing Spec  Edu  Prog  Chap  69-71 
23,765.54 

Misc  School  Assistance  667.00 
Federal  §  State  Aid-Reg  School  55,607.67 
State  Aid  to  Library  1,959.38 
Veterans'  Tax  Abatement  Reimb  396.00 
Veterans'  Benefits  5,011.32 Communicable  Disease  Refund  200.00 
Loss  of  Taxes  9,228.80 
Highway  Chap  81  Maintenance  13,200.00 
Highway  Chap  90  Construction  10,053.57 
Highway  Chap  58  5,450.79 
Revenue  Sharing  34,545.00 
Local  Aid  Lottery  14,324.14  742,247.72 

From  County: 
Court  Fines  937.85 
Highway  Chap  90  Maintenance  5,026.78 
Reimbursement  -  Dog  Fund   889.86  6,854.49 

General  Government 

Collector  -  Tax  Liens  1,392.00 
Installers'  Permits  170.00 
Percolation  Tests  1,550.00 
Building  Permits  2,092.00 
Gas  Permits  276.00 
Plumbing  Permits  1,083.50 
Wiring  Permits  2,130.00 
Sale  of  Res  Lists,  Maps,  By-Laws  251.85 I.  D.  Cards  1.00 
Police  Dept  -  Accident  Reports  325.00 
Police  Dept  -  Firearm  I.  D.  62.00 
Zoning  Board  120.00 
Planning  Board  100.00 
Tree  Planning  Committee  27.50 
BTW  Health  District  Phone  Refund  117.46 
State  -  Snow  Plowing  Reimbursement  520.00 
Town  of  Wenham  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill  20,000.00 
Ford  Foundation  -  Conservation  Comm  750.00  30 ,968. 31 

Carried  Forward  2,793.631.04 
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Brought  Forward 2,793,631.04 

Water  Department 

Water  Rates  67,055.21 
Water  Connections  1,060.35 
Water  Construction  Fees  2,760.00  70,875.56 

School 

School  Lunch  Receipts  32,777.07 
School  Lunch  Reimb  -  State  14,417.44 
School  Tuition  1,666.80 
School  Auditorium  Rental  534.50 
Misc  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Phone  Reimb         54.29  49,450.10 

Library 

Fines  1,129.15 
Non-Resident  Fees  230.00 
Marcia  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund        1,025.00  2.384.15 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  395.00 
Reimbursement  -  Burials  2,275.00 
Bequests  and  Endowments  745.00 
Foundations   138.00  3,553.00 

Interest  on  Deferred  Taxes  3,833.96 

Unclassified 

Essex  County  Retirement  Board  13,934.18 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  126,437.83 
State  Withholding  Tax  36,600.52 
Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins  12,938.66 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Refund  '  14.86 Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,920.00 
Dog  Licenses  for  County  1,636.00 
Refunds,  Duplicate  Payments,  Voided  Cks 

961.58 
Insurance  Payments  -  Damages  773.82 
General  Account  Interest  6,951.17  205,148.62 

Carried  Forward  3,128,876.43 
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Brought  Forward 3,128,876.43 
Trust  Funds 

General  Library  Fund  3,554.97 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  181.58 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  2,412.63 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  542.04 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  390.82 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  54,875.17 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perp  Care  Fund  50.00  62,007.21 

Cemetery  Account  1,000.00 

Loans  -  Bonds 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue  1,000,000.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  Bond  85,300.00 
Water  Tower  Bond  160,000.00 

Total  Receipts  4,437,183.64 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1972  390,253.45 

TOTAL  4,827,437.09 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

PAYMENTS 

December  31,  1972 

Town 

Moderator 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Accountant 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Planning  Board  -  Chairman  and  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Total  Officers'  Salaries 

Carried  Forward 

'  Salaries 

$  30.00 
$  30.00 30.00 

1,500.00 1,500.00 
1,500.00 

700.00 700.00 
700.00 

4,000.00 
4,000.00 
4,000.00 

3,500.00 
3,500.00 
3,500.00 

3,150.00 
3,150.00 
3,150.00 

1,100.00 
1,100.00 
1,100.00 

200.00 
200.00 
200.00 

600.00 
600.00 
600.00 

50.00 

50.00 
50.00 

$14,830.00 

$14,830.00 
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Brought  Forward $14,830.00 

Town  Officers '  Expenses 

Town  Hall  Clerks $16,714.68 
Office  Supplies  §  Equipment 

1,178 
.96 

$17,893.64 
Selectmen: 

Printing,  postage  §  books 
223 50 

Association  Dues 184 00 407.50 

Accountant : 
Supplies  §  Postage 5 

71 Dues 5 
00 10.71 

Treasurer: 
Printing,  postage,  stationery  1,042 61 

13.00 
Dues  §  Meetings 18 00 
Filing  Fees 

77 

00 Qii-rpfv  RnnH 149 
00 1,299.61 

Town  Collector: 
Print  inn      TiriQ  1"  a  ctp»    £    qi  rnn  1  1  pc r  I  ±1 1  L  Ll  LV  ,    pUj  LcttC    q    o  LIJJJJ -L  X  C  o 666 

91 Surety  Bond 290 
00 1  1  Lie  IxcicalUl 35 00 

jiiciiil  rcca 31 
75 Dues  §  Meetings 18 
00 

Miscellaneous 26 78 1,068,44 
Assessors : 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies 775 
21 

Meetings  §  Mileage 333 
62 Dues 

72 

00 

Abstracting  Deeds 
174 91 

1,355.74 
Finance  Committee: 

Dues 
40 

00 

Secretarial 77 
00 Meetings 24 00 141 .00 

Zoning  Board: 
Advertising 83 

02 Miscellaneous  Expense 
14 

86 97.88 

Town  Counsel: 
Legal  Fees 

4,000 
00 

4,000.00 
Town  Clerk: 

Printing,  postage,  etc. 182 
17 

Bond 10 
00 

Clerical 69 
25 

Dues 
20 

00 281.42 

Total  Officers'  Expenses  $26,555.94 
Carried  Forward  129  $41,385.94 



Brought  Forward 
$41,385.94 

Appropriated  $26,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  55.94 
Expended  26,555.94 

Elections : 
Town  Registrars  $  400.00 
Town  Constable  50.00 
Election  Officers  1,607.30 
Warrants  §  Ballots  576.00 
Printing,  Postage  $  Mailing  959.19 
Miscellaneous  Election  Expenses  122.84 
Election, Preparations  §  Cleanup  538.09 
Addressograph  Plates  81.20 
Clerical  388.33 
Church  Rental  500.00  5,222.95 

Appropriated  7,000.00 
Expended  5,222.95 
Transferred  to  Revenue  1,677.05 
Balance  Carried  Forward  100.00 

Census  Listing:  420.60 
Appropriated  450 . 00 
Expended  420.60 
Transferred  to  Revenue  29.40 

Selectmen's  Special: 
Deeds  §  Easements  136.15 
Golden  Agers  377.75 
Map  §  By-Law  Expenses  143.78 
Recycling  Bottle  Compactor  254.10 
Flowers  §  Donations  60.00 
Miscellaneous  668.90  1,640.68 

Appropriation  2,500.00 
Expended  1,640.68 
Transferred  to  Revenue  859.32 

Communications  Center: 

Operators'  Wages  23,637.00 
Telephone  3,282.64 
Radio  Maintenance  §  Miscellaneous  140.75 
Office  Supplies  247.20 
Miscellaneous  Supplies  99.34  27,406.93 

Appropriated  27,876.00 
BTW  Phone  Refund  117.46 

27,993.46 
Expended  27,406.93 
Transferred  to  Revenue  586.53 

Carried  Forward 
130 $76,077.10 



Brought  Forward 
$  76,077.10 

Town  Hall: 
Janitor  Services 
Water 
Fuel 

Electricity- Janitor  Supplies 
upkeep  %  Repairs 
Memorial  Day  Decorations 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

$  1,035.92 
6,031.00 269.42 
7,336.34 

2,160.00 68.80 

1,474.86 
1,317.46 661.64 

1,618.58 35.00 7,336.34 

Town  Hall  Electrical  Generator 
Balance  Brought  Forward  48.96 
Expended  48.96 

Town  Hall  Furnishings 
Balance  Brought  Forward  98.05 

1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling 
Balance  Brought  Forward  165.84 

48.96 

Police  Department: 
Police  Chief's  Salary 
Police  Duty 
Cruiser  Maintenance 
Re-purchase  1970  Cruiser 
Uniforms  %  Guns 
Radio  Maintenance 
Office  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Telephone 
Street  Signs 
Street  Lining 
Insurance 
Officers'  Training Matron  Duty 
Meetings  §  Dues 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

338.10 
79,816.00 
4,903.18 

85,057.28 

11,328.00 
58,534.06 
8,690.09 700.00 

1,176.50 
1,160.64 535.75 

237.41 
361.05 
43.47 

918.80 
386.05 
400.00 
150.87 
434.59 85,057.28 

1972  New  Police  Cruiser 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Carried  Forward 

3,500.00 
3,393.95 106.05 
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Brought  Forward 

1972  Police  Radio  Equipment 
Appropriated  $  2,300.00 
Expended  1,605.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  695.00 

$171,913.63 

1,605.00 

Fire  Department: 
Fire  Chief 
Steward 
Call  Men 
Officers 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Equipment 
Apparatus Hose 
Gas  §  Truck  Maintenance 
Equipment  Maintenance 
Radio 
Fuel 
Electricity 
Water 
Building  Maintenance  §  Repairs 
Training  Expenses 
Office  Expenses  §  Dues 
Uniforms  §  Protective  Equipment 
Insurance 
Use  of  Car 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,600.00 
23,000.00 
23,023.89 
1,576.11 

2,500.00 
1,800.00 
6,807.45 
1,750.00 468.40 
1,548.74 

525.83 

1,656.85 646.03 
817.74 
718.25 

1,051.58 796.03 
48.00 475.24 
83.00 
98.40 

178.85 
448.50 
605.00 23,023.89 

1972  New  Fire  Truck 
Appropriation 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1969  New  Fire  Station 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

36,500.00 
36,500.00 

300.76 
400.00 

Civil  Defense: 
Director 
Car  Expenses 
Personnel  Equipment 
Maintenance  -  Repairs 
New  Communications  Equipment 
Communications  Maintenance 
Office  §  Miscellaneous  Supplies ,  Dues 
Insurance 

Balance  Brought  Forward  122.71 
Appropriations  1,900.00 
Expended  1,608.80 
Balance  Carried  Forward  413.91 
Carried  Forward  132 

200.00 
300.20 
84.90 

449.42 
370.65 
50.00 
50.63 

103.00 
1,608.80 

$198,551.32 



Brought  Forward $198,551.52 

Water  Department: 
Superintendent 
Clerk 
Maintenance  Labor 
Maintenance  of  System 
Stock  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Truck  Maintenance 
Office  Supplies 
Electricity 
Te lephone 
Pump  House  Expense 
Fluoride 
Reading  Water  Meters 
Operating  Engineering 
Reimbursible  Engineering 
Dues,  Meetings,  Tuition 

8,860.92 
4,425.00 
5,284.70 
4,963.13 
8,228.09 643.53 

893.00 

1,287.37 981.65 

5,655.57 384.00 
305.41 
716.85 
484.12 

2,546.85 
1,592.04 47.76 47,299.99 

Appropriation  $49,895.00 
Insurance  -  Damage  Compensation  307.40 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

47,299.99 
1,902.41 
1,000.00 

1966  Additional  Wellfields 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

326.96 
326.96 

326.96 

1969  Perkins  Row  Extension 
Balance  Brought  Forward 849.22 

1970  Hill  Street  Extension 
Balance  Brought  Forward 279.87 

1971  Fluoride  Monitoring  System 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,402.63 
Expended  2,343.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  59.63 

2,343.00 

1972  Fluoride  Monitoring  System 
Appropriation  2,500.00 
Expended  66.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,434.00 

66.00 

1972  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase 
Appropriation  4,000.00 
Expended  960.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,040.00 

900.00 

Carried  Forward 
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450.00 

6.74 

Brought  Forward  $249,547.27 

1972  New  Water  Tank  106,582.39 
Appropriation  §  Bond  $165,000.00 
Expended  106,582.39 
Balance  Carried  Forward  58,417.61 

Moth  Department: 
Labor  $  299.20 
Supplies  §  Equipment  545.74 
Insecticides  77.00  921.94 

Appropriation 
Transferred  to  Dutch  Elm 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Moth  Department  Truck  Rental 
Appropriated 
Expended 

1969  Brush  Chipper 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended  . 
Balance  Carried  Forward  6. 55 

Dutch  Elm  Disease: 
Superintendent  48.00 
Labor  981.00 
Contract  Spraying  §  Trimming  1,725.50 
Repairs  §  Equipment  110.30 
Equipment  Rental  2,267.50  5,132.30 

Appropriation  4,500.00 
Transferred  from  Moth  Department  632 . 30 

Expended  ~  5,132.30 
Shade  Tree  Department: 
Superintendent  552.00 
Labor  1,802.20 
Contract  Spraying  §  Removal  2,051.00 
Equipment  Rental  94.00 
Supplies  853.39 
Gas,  Equipment  Maintenance  659.68  6,012.27 

1,600.00 632.30 
921.94 

 45T7F 

450.00 
450.00 

13.29 
6.74 

Appropriation 
Check  Refund 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

Poison  Ivy 
Appropriated 
Expended 

6,000.00 23.30 

6,012.27 11.03 

200.00 
200.00 

200.00 
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Brought  Forward $368,852.91 

Conservation  Commission  621.21 
Appropriation  $  807.00 
Expended  621. 21 
Balance  Carried  Forward  185.79 

Tree  Planning  Committee  3,200.60 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3,352.66 
Donations   27. 50 
Expended  3,200.60 
Balance  Carried  Forward  179.56 

Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Appropriation  2,000.00 
Expended  2,000.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,419.00 
Appropriation  1,500.00 
Expended  1,419.00 
Transferred  to  Revenue  81.00 

Gas  Inspector  172.00 
Appropriation  500.00 
Expended  172.00 
Transferred  to  Revenue  328.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  818.00 
.Appropriation  600.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  218.00 
Expended  818.00 

Dog  Fund  .  798.00 
.Appropriation  600.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  300.00 
Expended  798.00 
Transferred  to  Overlay  Surplus  Res  102.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expense  1,000.00 
Appropriation  1,000.00 
Expended  1,000.00 

Animal  Inspector  800.00 
Appropriated  800.00 
Expended  800.00 

Tri-Town  Council  for  Drug,  etc.  2,500.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  100.00 
Appropriation  2,400.00 
Expended  2,500.00 

Carried  Forward  $382,181.72 
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Brought  Forward $382,181.72 
Board  of  Health: 

BTW  Health  District  $  6,058.00 
Immunization  Surveys  535.00 
Medical  §  Vaccines  276.91 
Burying  Dead  Animals  105.60 
Dues    "  12.00 Miscellaneous  20.20  7,007.71 

Appropriation  $  7,095.00 
Expended  7,007.71 
Transferred  to  Revenue  87.29 

Sanitary  Land  Fill: 
Collections  31,699.92 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  26,000.00 
Pest  Control  240.00 
Gate  Detail  597.10 
Supervision  of  Land  Fill  500.00 
Miscellaneous  Supplies  4.50  59,041.52 

Appropriation  59,140.00 
Expended  59,041.52 
Transferred  to  Revenue  98.48 

General  Highway: 
Superintendent  5,939.20 
Labor  14,236.98 
Office  Expenses  70.68 
Equipment  Rental  5,621.00 
Patch,  Gravel,  etc.  2,361.28 
Parts,  Supplies,  Repairs  4,286.05 

Tires  §  Gasoline     *  1,107.07 Culverts  4,467.50 
Street  Sweeping  530.50 
New  Equipment  976.90 
Use  of  Car  300.00 
Miscellaneous  Expense  100.00  39,997.16 

Appropriation  40,000.00 
Expended  39,997.16 
Transferred  to  Revenue  2.84 

Road  Machinery: 
Parts  §  Repairs  6,339.74 
Gasoline  807.18  7,146.92 

Appropriated  7,000.00 
Check  Refund  146.92 
Expended  7,146.92 
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Balance  Brought  Forward $495,375.03 

Highway  Building  Expenses 
Water 
Electricity 
Fuel 
Supplies 
Te  lephone 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

$  2,500.00 
2,267.49 232.51 

36.00 
337.77 

,116.89 516.35 
260.48 

2,267.49 

Highway  -  Snow  §  Ice  Removal: 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Salt  §  Sand 
Equipment  Parts  §  Repairs 
Gasoline 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

40,000.00 
4,649.45 

44,649.43 

1,753.60 
11,525.65 
13,974.75 
12,023.63 
3,577.97 
1,793.83 44,649.43 

Highway  Improvement  Loan 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Transfer  to  Chapter  81 

1972  Chapter  81  Maintenance 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Patch,  Asphalt,  etc. 
Sand  fj  Gravel 
Street  Sweeping 

22.72 
22.72 

281.60 

7,243.33 756.00 

10,692.29 
1,330.42 
1,792.00 

22,095.64 

Town  Appropriation  7,358.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  in 

Anticipation  of  State  Share  14,716.00 
Transfer  from  Highway  Improvement 
Loan  22.72 
Expended  22,095.64 
Balance  1.08 
Less  Excess  Appr  for  State  Share  1,225.00 
Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund    (  1,223.92  J 

1972  Chapter  90  Maintenance 
Appropriation  6,000.00 
Expended  5,999.78 
Transferred  to  Revenue  712 

5,999.78 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward $570,387.37 

1972  Chapter  90  Construction: 
Superintendent  $  774.40 
Labor  2,569.35 
Equipment  Rental  314.00 
Patch,  etc.  13,144.95 
Culverts  446.50  20,075.20 

Appropriation  $  5,500.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  16,500.00 
Expended  20,075.20 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,924.80 

1972  New  Dump  Truck  10,931.07 
Appropriated  11,000.00 
Expended  10,931.07 
Balance  Carried  Forward  68.93 

Street  Lighting  6,647.76 
Appropriation  7,500.00 
Expended  6,647. 76 
Transferred  to  Revenue  852.24 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  22.00 

Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  200.00 

Veterans  Benefits  6,272.09 
Appropriation  13,000.00 
Expended  6,272.09 
Transferred  to  Revenue  6,727.91 

EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY 

School  (For  Detailed  Analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report.) 

Administration  I  22,520.59 
Appropriation  22,576.00 
Expended  22,520.59 
Transferred  to  Revenue  55.41 

Instruction  II  540,620.44 
Balance  Brought  Forward  5,284.75 
Appropriation  534,543.00 
Transferred  from  School  III  792.69 
Expended  540,620.44 

Other  School  Services  III  62,153.15 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,631.20 
Appropriation  61,519.00 
Expended  62,153.15 
Transferred  to  Schools  II  $  IV  1,294.65 
Transferred  to  Revenue  702.40 
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Brought  Forward  $614,535.49 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  IV  $74,720.86 
Balance  Brought  Forward             $  378.90 
Appropriation  73,840.00 
Transfer  from  School  III  501.96 
Expended  74,720.86 

Community  Services  VI  2,150.30 
Appropriation  3,200.00 
Expended  2,150.30 
Transferred  to  School  VII  703.59 
Transferred  to  Revenue  346.11 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  3,583.54 
Appropriation  1,482.00 
Transferred  from  School  IX  1,397.95 
Transferred  from  School  VI  703. 59 
Expended  3,583.54 

Programs  with  Other  Districts  2,607.05 
Appropriated  4,005.00 
Expended  2,607.05 
Transferred  to  School  VII  1,397.95 

Total  School  Expenses  708.355.93 

School  Milk  G  Lunch  Fund  46,745.74 
School  Lunch  Receipts  32,777.07 
Federal  §  State  Reimbursements  14,417.44 
Balance  Brought  Forward  1,294.31 
Voided  Check  101.81 
Expended  46,745.74 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,844.89 

School  Federal  Law  PL  874  3,719.34 
Balance  Brought  Forward  7,678.98 
From  Federal  Funds  16,204.00 
Expended  3,719.34 
Balance  Carried  Forward  20,163.64 

School  -  National  Defense  -  PL  864  972,71 
Balance  Brought  Forward  6,007.94 
From  State  Funds  1,987.90 
Expended  972.71 
Balance  Carried  Forward  7,023.13 

School  -  Library  -  ESEA  II  1,586.61 
From  State  Funds  1,621.97 
Expended  1,586.61 
Balance  Carried  Forward  35.36 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward $1,375,915.82 
School  -  Title  I  89-10 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
From  State  Funds 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

$  4,200.60 
6,677.00 
7,057.31 
3,820.29 

7,057.31 

1968  Steward  School  Addition 
Balance  Brought  Forward 7,664.49 

Long  Range  School  Planning  §  Building  Comm. 

Balance  "  533.94 Sp  TM  6/28  Transfer  from  Option 
on  Property  5,000.00 

Sp  TM  11/8  -  Article  A3  45,000.00 
Expended  8,995.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  41,538.94 

8,995.00 

Option  on  Property 
Appropriation 
Transfer  Sp  TM  6/28  to  Long 

Range  School  Plan  §  Bldg  Comm_ 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

Masconomet  Regional  School  District 
General  Control 

Appropriated  979,020.21 
Expended  979,020.21 
Net  Debt  Service 
Appropriated  112,789.87 
Expended  112,789.87 

Library: 
Librarian 
Assistants 
Janitor  Service 
Books 
Water 
Telephone 
Fuel 
Electricity 
Maintenance  §  Repairs 
New  Equipment 
Janitor's  Supplies 
Library  Supplies 
Dues,  Meetings  §  Transportation 
Tuition  Reimbursement 
Miscellaneous  Services 

$  8,906.00 15,478.05 
1,600.00 
8,677.24 48.00 

285.66 
748.91 

1,100.85 769.21 
140.95 
177.95 

1,204.48 60.00 
77.26 
45.00 

979,020.21 

112,789.87 

39,319.56 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation State  Grant  1971 

837.75 
36,000.00 837.75 

Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward $2,523,097.77 

Library  (contd) : 
General  Library  Trust  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  T.  F. 
George  Francis  Dow  Library  T. 
Moses  Wildes  Library  T.  F. 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

$  1,051.09 977.72 
106.32 
206.57 

40,017.20 
39,319.56 697.64 

Library  Growth  §  Development  Comm. 
Appropriated  T.  M.  3/20  3,000.00 
Appropriated  Sp.  T.  M.  11/8  27,000.00 
Expended  3,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  27,000.00 

3,000.00 

Marcia  B.  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund 
Contributions  1,025.00 

Note:    Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  appropri- 
ation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is  on  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 

RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 

Park  Department: 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Gas,  Oil,  Repairs 
Soil,  Loam,  etc. 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Use  of  Truck 
Flag  Repair 
Miscellaneous 

9,477.40 917.00 

1,195.02 304.60 
1,196.09 730.00 

163.00 
30.00 14,013.11 

Appropriation 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 

13,800.00 213.11 

14,013.11 

1971  Triplex  Power  Mower 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

198.75 
198.75 

198.75 

Recreation  Commission: 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Supplies 
On  Facilities 
Rent  for  Recreation  Facilities 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 
Carried  Forward 

10,600.00 
10,569.65 30.35 

3,656.31 
2,959.60 
2,859.38 
1,010.36 84.00 
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Brought  Forward $2,550,879.28 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense 
Appropriation  $  450.00 
Expended  122.55 
Transferred  to  Revenue  327.65 

122.35 

Planning  Board  -  Updating  Town  Maps  §  Street  Numbers 
Balance  Brought  Forward  72.76 
Appropriation  500.00 

442.00 Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 130.76 

442.00 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense,  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,880.98 

Expended       "  1,072.38 Balance  Carried  Forward  1,808.60 

1,072.38 

Sub -Committee  for  Review  of  Business -Industrial  Areas 
Balance  Brought  Forward  660.00 

Town  and  Census  Reports 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

3,000.00 
2,815.81 184.19 

2,815.81 

Memorial  Day 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Town  Insurance 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Transferred  to  Revenue 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

800.00 
800.00 

2,500.00 
24,700.00 
22,706.58 
1,993.42 
2,500.00 

800.00 

22,706.58 

Mental  Health  Association  of  North  Shore 
Appropriated  2,100.00 
Expended  2,100.00 

2,100.00 

Cadoret  Court  Costs 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Washington  Street  - 
Appropriated 
Expended 

9,089.58 
9,089.58 

Special  Drainage 
2,500.00 
2,500.00 

9,089.58 

2,500.00 

Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  Brought  Forward 317.16 

Carried  Forward 
$2,592,527.98 
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Brought  Forward $2,592,527.98 

1968  Binding  of  Vital  Statistics 
Balance  Brought  Forward  $  500.00 

Veterans  Service  Center  4,326.08 
Appropriation  4,326.08 
Expended  4,326.08 

Essex  County  Pension  Fund  Assessment  37,929.20 
Appropriation  37,929.20 
Expended  37,929.20 

Hill  Street  Relocation  Damage  Compensation  Fund 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,500.00 

Cemeteries : 
Superintendent  $  4,744.00 
Labor  5,374.03 
Clerical  Assistance  326.25 
Office  Supplies  50.77 
Sand,  Gravel,  etc.  368.41 
Equipment  600.95 
Equipment  Hire  921.50 
Equipment  Repair  §  Upkeep  1,086.85 
Gas  §  Oil  317.07 
Supplies  861.46 
Electricity  14.25 
Water  56.00 
On  Roads  235.00 
Monument  Repair  250.00 
New  Foundations  12.00  15,218.54 

.Appropriation  11,500.00 
From  Cemetery  Perp  Care  Acct  3,696.66 
From  From  So  Side  Cem  P  C  Acct   22.00 
Expended  15,218.54 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .12 

Cemetery  -  Special  Gifts  234.18 
Balance  Brought  Forward  577.70 
Expended  234.18 
Balance  Carried  Forward  343. 52 

1967  New  Truck  4.07 
Balance  Carried  Forward  81.47 
Expended   4.07 
Transferred  to  Revenue  77.40 

1972  Casket  Lowering  Device  736.50 
Appropriation  1,000.00 
Expended  736.50 
Balance  Carried  Forward  263. 50   
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Balance  Brought  Forward $2,650,976.55 

Soldiers  §  Sailors  Graves  Care  50.00 
Appropriation  $  50.00 
Expended  50.00 

1972  Essex  County  Tax  71,957.10 
Appropriated  68,597.02 
Expended  71,957.10 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  3,360.08 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  -  1972  ASSESSMENTS 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  36,997.04 
Raised  -  Assessment  37,089.00 
Expended  36,997.04 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  91.96 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council  261.25 
Raised  -  Assessment  261.25 
Expended  261. 25 

Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  6,472.47 
Raised  -  Assessment  6,184.79 
Expended  6,472.47 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward  287.68 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  34.09 
Raised  -  Assessment  575.15 
Expended  34.09 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  541.06 

State  Recreation  Areas  10,968.33 
Raised  -  Assessment  12,980.01 
Expended  10,968.33 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  2,011.68 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts  13.91 
Raised  -  Assessment  13.91 
Expended   13.91 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Bills  593.25 
Raised  -  Assessment  593.25 
Expended  _     593. 25 

Metropolitan  Area  Pollution  Control  206.29 
Raised  -  Assessment  230.69 
Expended  206.29 
Overestimate  Carried  Forward  24.40 

Carried  Forward 
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Balance  Brought  Forward $2,778,530.28 

State  Withholding  Tax 
Federal  Withholding  Tax 
Essex  County  Retirement  Board 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 
Group  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
Group  Boston  Nfatual  Life  Insurance 
Town  Share  Hospital  §  Life  Insurance 
Appropriation  $13,500.00 
Blue  Cross  Refunds  14.86 
Expended  13,068.45 
Balance  Carried  Forward  446.41 

36,600.52 
126,437.83 
13,934.18 
5,087.50 12,164.33 933.88 

13,068.45 

Refunds 
1970  Motor  Excise 
1971  Motor  Excise 
1972  Motor  Excise 
1972  Personal  Property 
1972  Real  Estate 
Water  Department 
Municipal  Liens 

66.00 

2,169.46 
1,590.21 
2,065.80 
6,149.70 14.40 

12.00 12,067.57 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase 
Deposit  Balance  Brought  Forward 

(2,000.00) 
Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1961,  1966 
Appropriation  3,510.00 
Expended  3,509.75 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .25 

3,509.75 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal  1949,  1961,  1966 
Appropriation  28,000.00 
Expended  28,000.00 

28,000.00 

School  Bonds  -  Interest  1954. 
Appropriation 
Expended 

1962,  1965,  1968 
10,975.00 
10,975.00 

10,975.00 

School  Bonds  -  Principal  1954,  1962,  1965,  1968 
Appropriation 
Expended 

60,000.00 
60,000.00 

60,000.00 

Special  Project  Bonds 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Interest  1966 

1,260.00 
1,260.00 

1 ,260.00 

Special  Project  Bonds 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Principal  1966 
6,000.00 
6.000.00 

6,000.00 

Carried  Forward  $3,108,569.29 145 



Balance  Brought  Forward $3,108,569.29 

Fire  Station  Bonds-  Interest  1968 
Appropriation  "  $  5,313.00 Expended  5,312 . 50 
Transferred  to  Revenue  .50 

5,312.50 

Fire  Station  Bonds 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Principal  1968 
15,000.00 
15,000.00 

15,000.00 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  -  Interest  1970 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3,832.34 
Appropriation  3,150.00 
Expended  4,948.33 
Transferred  to  Revenue  34.01 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,000.00 

4,948.33 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  -  Principal  1970 
Balance  Brought  Forward  12,000.00 
Appropriation  10,300.00 
Expended  10,300.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  12,000.00 

10,300.00 

Short  Term  Notes  -  Interest 
Balance  Brought  Forward  3,245.45 
Appropriation  15,000.00 
Expended  12,608.55 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,636.90 

12,608.55 

Short  Term  Notes 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  Short  Term  Note 
Surplus  Revenue  Transfer  to  Stabilization  Fund 

1,000,000.00 
85,300.00 
15,000.00 

Tops fie Id  Cemetery  Account 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Bequests 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 
General  Library  Fund 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund 

Total  Expenditures 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31 . 

$  320.00 560.00 
50.00 

53,759.17 181.58 

2,412.63 
1,554.97 542.04 

390.82 

1972 

59,771.21 

4,316,809.88 
510,627.21 

$4,827,437.09 
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RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 

To  Correct  Assessments 
Dog  Fund 
Police  Department 
Plumbing  Inspector 
Park  Department 
Town  Hall 
Snow  §  Ice  Removal 
Town  Officers 1  Expenses 
Chapter  81  Maintenance 

Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 

$20,000.00 

$  ..36 300.00 

4,903.18 218.00 
213.11 
269.42 

4,649.43 165.94 

1,223.92 11,943.36 
8,056.64  $20,000.00 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1972 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  -  General  $510,627.21 
Cemetery  Account  4,249.44 
Tuberculosis  Account  7,840.08 
Conservation  Commission  Account  9,195.64  $531,912.37 

Accounts  Receivable: 
1966  Personal  51.45 
1967  Personal  36.75 
1968  Personal  46.80 
1970  Personal  221.10 
1971  Personal  560.50 
1972  Personal  2,202.92 
1969  Real  Estate  5.60 
1970  Real  Estate  271.92 
1971  Real  Estate  1,964.62 
1972  Real  Estate  42,304.26  47,665.92 

Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise: 
1969  Motor  Excise  371.38 
1970  Motor  Excise  2,026.89 
1971  Motor  Excise  4,256:36 
1972  Motor  Excise  21,031.75  27,686.38 

Departmental: 
School  Department  471.80 
Cemetery  Department  245.00 
Tax  Collector  1,021.74 

State  $  County  Aid  to  Highways  31,410.65 
Water  Rates  3,281.26 
Water  Connections  2,156.97 
Taxes  in  Litigation  688.00 
Tax  Title  Accounts  3,290.15 
General  Library  Trust  Fund  1,051.09 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  206.57 
J.  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund  977.72 
George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  106.32 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  3,696.66 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  22.00 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  22.00 
Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund  200.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  2,000.00 
1972  Mosquito  Control  Assessment  U.  E.  287.68 
1972  Essex  County  Tax  U.  E.  3,360.08  54,495.69 

$661,760.36 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1972 

LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds : 
School  Federal  Aid  PL  874  $ 
School  National  Defense  Education  PL  864 
School  ESEA  II  -  Library 
School  Title  I,  89-10 
Special  School  Fund  -  Milk  Fund 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield 
Group  Life  Insurance  _ 

0,163.64 
7,023.13 35.36 

3,820.29 
1,844.89 
1,241.61 50.16 

$  34,179.08 
Appropriation  Balances: 

Town  Officers  1  Expenses Elections 
Town  Hall  Furnishings 
1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling 
1972  New  Police  Cruiser 
1972  Police  Radio  Equipment 
Fire  Department 
1969  New  Fire  Station 
1972  New  Fire  Truck 
Water  Department 
1969  Perkins  Row  Extension 
1970  Hill  Street  Extension 
1971  Fluoride  Monitor 
1972  Fluoride  Monitor 
1972  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase 
1972  Water  Tower 
1969  Brush  Chipper 
Civil  Defense 
Conservation  Commission 
Conservation  -  Tree  Planning  Commission 
Conservation  -  Ford  Foundation  Grant 
Sanitation  Committee 
1972  Chapter  90  Construction 
1972  Highway  Truck 
1968  Steward  School  Addition 
Long  Range  School  Planning  Comm. 
Library 
Library  Growth  Ej  Development  Comm. 
Marcia  B.  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund 
Planning  Board  -  Updating  Town  Maps,  etc. 
Planning  Board  -  Zoning  By-Law  Changes Town  Insurance 
Sub- Committee  Review  Business -Indus  Areas 
Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Binding  Vital  Statistics 
Hill  Street  Relocation  Damage  Comp. 
Cemetery  Special  Gifts 

Carried  Forward 

36, 
1, 

2, 
3, 1, 

7, 

41, 
27, 

1, 

1, 

2, 

2, 

110.00 
100.00 
98.05 

165.84 
106.05 
695.00 
576.11 
300.76 
500.00 
000.00 
849.22 279.87 
59.63 

434.00 
040.00 
417.61 

6.55 
413.91 
185.79 
179.56 
125.00 
324.00 
924.80 
68.93 

664.49 
538.94 
697.64 
000.00 
025.00 
130.76 
808.60 
500.00 
660.00 
317.10 
500.00 
500.00 
343.52 $200,646.79 

$234,825.87 
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Brought  Forward $234,825.87 

Appropriation  Balances  (Cont'd): 
1972  Casket  Lowering  Device  $  263.50 
Town  Share  -  Group  Hospital  §  Life  446.41 
Interest  -  Short  Term  Notes  5,636.90 
Interest  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Bond  2,000.00 
Principal  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Bond   12,000.00 20,346.81 

1972  MBTA  Assessment 
91 

96 1972  Ipswich  River  Watershed  Assessment  0.  E. 541 06 
1972  State  Recreation  Areas  Assessment  0.  E. 2  011 

68 

1972  Met.  Air  Pollution  Assessment  0.  E. 
24 

40 General  Library  Trust  Fund 
2,000 

00 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 35 00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

1,116 

00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  -  Bequests 

185 
00 

Cemetery  -  Sale  of  Lots 
4,324 

44 
Tuberculosis  Fund 

7,840 
08 

Conservation  Fund 
9,195 

64 

Tailings  Account 351 
81 Dog  Licenses 

3,666 
90 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 
Road  Machinery  Fund 

2,183 32 Library  -  State  Grant 
1,959 

38 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 
Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise 27,686 

38 
Departmental 

1,738 

54 

State  §  County  Aid  to  Highways 31,410 65 
Water  Revenue 

5,438 
23 

Levy  of  1962 430 
00 

Levy  of  1963 
258 00 

Levy  of  1966 
51 

45 Levy  of  1967 
960 40 

Levy  of  1968 744 60 
Levy  of  1969 694 40 
Levy  of  1970 

1,472 92 Levy  of  1971 
2,525 12 Levy  of  1972 24,095 16 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

Surplus  Revenue 

31,383.97 

4,142.70 

107,560.33 

97,505.85 

34,545.00 

131,449.83 

$661,760.36 
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DEBT  ACCOUNTS 

Net  Funded  or  Fixed  Debt  $680,000.00 

Water  Construction  Loan  1961 
Water  Construction  Loan  1966 
School  House  Loan  9-15-64 
School  House  Loan  3-1-62 
School  House  Loan  -  Steward  School  Addition  1968 
Special  Projects  Loan  1966 
Fire  Station  Loan  1969 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purchase  1970 
Water  Storage  Tank  1972 

TRUST  FUNDS 

Charity  and  Miscellaneous  $  48,824.73 
Cemetery  94,862.44 
Library  25,205.47 
Common  and  Parks  3,613. 11 

Cash  and  Securities  $172,505.75 

STABILIZATION  FUND 

Cash  $105,717.06 

$278,222.81 

$  3,000.00 
63,000.00 
10,000.00 

250,000.00 
25,000.00 
24,000.00 
70,000.00 
75,000.00 

160,000.00 

$680,000.00 

$172,505.75 

$105,717.06 

$278,222.81 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

The  Commissioners  first  met  on  March  30  for  organization  and  discussion 
of  the  status  of  the  various  funds,  and  in  April  a  meeting  was  held 
with  the  Selectmen,  at  which  there  was  some  criticism  of  the  time  at 
which  the  Commissioners  chose  to  meet.    Subsequently,  meetings  were 
held  at  7:30  p.m.  on  April  25,  June  21,  September  26,  October  24,  and 
November  29. 

Several  votes  of  the  Board  were  cancelled  out  because  of  delays  in  com- 
munication with  the  Town  Treasurer,  but  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 

year,  most  of  the  bank  stocks  were  sold.    There  was  a  profit  of  $6,926 
on  the  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  sale,  and  $24,360  on  the  First 
National  City  Corporation. 

Two  U.  S.  Treasury  Bonds  matured  in  mid-December  and  have  been  cashed. 
Some  of  the  transactions  have  been  delayed  by  the  fact  that  under  the 
Stock  Exchange  rules,  that  in  every  sale  by  the  Treasurer  of  a  Town, 
the  stock  certificate  not  only  has  to  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  but 
the  Town  Clerk  has  to  certify  in  each  case  the  name  of  the  Treasurer 
and  affix  the  Town  Seal. 

During  the  year  purchases  were  made  of  $10,000  Southwestern  Bell  Tele- 
phone, $10,000  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric,  $10,000  Commonwealth  Edison 

Bonds,  and  another  $10,000  of  the  latter  was  ordered,  but  the  trans- 
action had  not  been  completed  as  of  the  31st  of  December.    The  particu- 

lars as  to  maturity  date,  income  received,  and  the  interest  rate  are 
shown  in  the  financial  statement  for  Trust  Funds. 

Details  as  to  the  method  of  accounting  for  the  expenditures  of  the  in- 
come r"~T:  the  various  funds  are  still  under  study.    A  meeting  was  held 

with  the  Cemetery  Commissioners,  who  have  the  largest  annual  income 
from  Funds.    The  Perpetual  Care  Fund  increases  each  year  as  additional 
(bequests)  endowments  for  perpetual  care  are  received.    The  Park  Com- 

missioners have  the  income  from  the  George _L.  Gould  Park  and  Common 
Funds,  as  well  as  the  Monument  Fund,  all  of  them  small  accounts. 

The  Selectmen  have  appointed  three  members  of  a  committee  to  handle 
Charity  Funds,  pending  determination  by  the  Probate  Court  as  to  the 
eventual  disposition  of  them.    A  small  amount  was  drawn  from  the  David 
Cummings  Fund  and  $200  from  the  Annan  Pingree  Fund  for  financial  aid 
to  the  recipients. 

The  Commissioners  feel  that  the  method  of  handling  the  income  from  the 
various  Library  Funds  is  not  working  satisfactorily,  and  have  asked  to 
have  a  meeting  with  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Town  Counsel, 
and  the  Library  Trustees.    The  Commissioners  do  not  interpret  the  mean- 

ing of  the  various  wills  to  include  expenditure  of  money  for  the  ordi- 
nary current  expenses,  such  as  postage,  rental  equipment,  and  miscel- 

laneous expense.    As  this  matter  had  not  been  settled  before  the  close 
of  the  calendar  year,  most  of  the  Library  charges  have  been  approved, 
but  this  should  not  be  used  as  establishing  a  precedent. 

C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  Chairman 
FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
CURTIS  CAMPBELL 
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WARRANT  FOR  1975  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  1973,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the -following articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  the  reven- 

ue for  the  eighteen  month  period  beginning  January  1,  1973,  in  accord- 
ance with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  acts  in  amendment 

thereof,  arid  including  in  addition  thereto,  Chapter  849  of  the  Acts  of 
1969,  as  amended,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a 
period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter 
44,  Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways  and 
all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all 
elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of  expend- 

ing same. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Revenue  Shar- 
ing Account  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  expenses  of  the  Police 

Department,  which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees. 

b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 
partment. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
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Ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills 
contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1973. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

Public  Highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1972,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as 
may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors  to 
take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81, 

Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90, 
Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90, 
Construction  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabili- zation Fund. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1971  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police 
cruiser  and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Department  Board  of  Engineers,  to  purchase 
seven  demand- type  self-contained  breathing  masks  to  be  in  compliance 
with  the  existing  state  laws,  and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Communications  Committee,  to  purchase  a  common  - control  radio  console  for  the  use  of  the  Communications  Center  and  to 
raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Twentieth       To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws 
Chapter  121B,  Section  19,  to  defray  the  initial  costs  of  conducting 
necessary  housing  surveys,  preparing  site  plans,  conducting  percolation 
and  other  necessary  tests  and  securing  property  appraisals  relating  to 
prospective  sites  for  housing  projects  within  the  scope  of  authority 
of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
(upon  such  terms  as  they  deem  advisable)  in  accordance  with  Chapter 
45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease 
with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for  certain  property  in 
Topsfield  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly 
of  Jordan,  said  point  is  located  300  feet  easterly  from  East 
Common  Street;  thence  running  southerly  530  feet  more  or  less 
to  an  iron  pipe  and  stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  the  Tennis  Court;  thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or 
less  to  East  Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High  Street; 
thence  running  southeasterly  along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams ;  thence  running  northeasterly 
220.6  feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running 
southeasterly  250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly 
direction  on  various  courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now  or  formerly  of  Northey  and  other 
land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan;  thence 
turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land  to  the  point 
of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "Congregational  Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass.,  Sur- 

veyed by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv. ,  August  2,  1960  -  Scale 
1"  =  50  ft.", 

said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners; and  to  raise  and  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 

for  such  lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or  amend 
and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 

Section  XI    DEVELOPMENT  REGULATION 

Appearance : 

1.  Avoidance  of  uniformity  in  the  exterior  design  and  appearance 
of  buildings  erected  in  the  same  residential  neighborhood,  is  intended 
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to  prevent  the  harmful  effects  of  such  uniformity  in  the  desirability 
of  immediate  and  neighboring  areas,  in  the  impairment  of  the  benefits, 
stability  and  value  of  both  improved  and  unimproved  real  properties  in 
such  areas,  and  in  the  loss  of  taxable  revenue  to  the  Town,  and  to  pre- 

vent deterioration  of  conditions  affecting  the  health,  safety  and 
general  welfare  of  the  inhabitants. 

a.  Except  as  provided  in  Section  IX  (in  provisions  concern- 
ing the  Board  of  Appeals)  no  building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  the 

erection  of  any  building  for  occupancy  as  a  dwelling:    If  it  is  like 
or  substantially  like  any  building  on  an  abutting  lot,  then  in  existence 
or  for  which  a  building  permit  has  been  issued,  in  more  than  three  of 
the  following  respects : 

1.  Height  of  main  roof  ridge  (or  highest  point  of  the 
roof  beams  of  a  flat  roof)  above  the  first  floor. 

2.  Length  of  main  roof  or  roof  ridge. 
3.  Width  between  outside  walls  at  the  ends  of  the  build- 

ing measured  under  the  main  roof  at  right  angles  to  the  length  thereof. 
4.  Relative  location  of  the  windows  in  the  front  or  any 

side  elevation. 
5.  Relative  location  with  respect  to  each  other  of  gar- 

age, if  attached,  porch,  if  any;  and  the  remainder  of  the  building  in 
the  front  elevation. 

b.  Buildings  shall  be  deemed  to  be  like  each  other  in  any 
dimension  with  respect  to  which  the  difference  between  them  is  less 
than  two  feet. 

2.    Promotion  of  Harmonious  Development:    In  order  to  promote 
harmony  in  architectural  treatment  and  avoidance  of  incongruous  or 
inappropriate  character  of  architectural  appearance  and  arrangement  of 
buildings  detrimental  to  the  property  values  of  adjoining  owners  or 
the  community,  no  building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  any  new  building 
or  structure  in  a  Business  District  until  plans  showing  proposed  lo- 

cation and  external  appearance  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  for  review,  comment  and  suggestions,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Planning  Board.    The  plans  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  approved 
if  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  within  three 
weeks  of  submission  of  the  plan. 

Twenty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or 
amend  and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 

Section  VII    AREA  REGULATIONS 

6.    Computation  of  Lot  Area 

a.  In  computing  the  area  of  any  lot,  no  part  of  a  pond,  river 
major  stream  or  wetland  shall  be  included. 

b.  At  least  one  contiguous  acre  in  the  Outlying  Residential 
and  Agricultural  District,  and  the  total  area  in  the  Inner  Residential 
and  Agricultural  District  and  in  Central  Residential  District  shall  be 
buildable  land  with  original  and  undisturbed  soils  dry  enough  to  per- 

mit construction  of  a  dwelling  and  appurtenances  thereto,  and  the 
grade  of  said  lot  shall  not  exceed  20%  in  slope. 



c.    The  Planning  Board  may  require  indication  on  subdivision 
plans  or  on  plot  plans  the  general  location  on  a  lot  of  proposed  build- 

ings, and  to  determine  the  existence  of  sufficient  buildable  land. 

Twenty -Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous  con- 
veyance for  municipal  purposes  of  approximately  2-1/4  acres  of  land  from 

Victoria  T.  Steward;  said  land  is  contiguous  with  the  Steward  School 
property  and  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "#281  Perkins  Row,  Topsfield 
Mass,  surveyed  for  Victoria  T.  Steward  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv. , 
Dec.  1972;  Scale  1"  =  50'";  a  copy  of  said  plan  is  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  convey  to  the  Beechill  Corp.,  247  Newbury  Street,  Peabody,  Mass.,  a 
60-foot  strip  over  property  owned  by  the  Town  as  shown  on  plan  dated 
Sept.  28,  1972  of  Red  Pine  Acres  for  not  less  than  one  dollar;  the 
deed  shall  contain  the  provision  that  the  property  shall  revert  to  the 
town  if  a  way,  which  is  not  acceptable  to  the  town  as  a  public  way,  is 
not  constructed  over  said  strip  within  five  years  of  the  date  of  said 
deed,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.    (Plan  filed  with  Town  Clerk) 

Twenty -Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Ledgewood 
Circle"  as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries 
and  measurements  of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  re- 

located by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Definitive  plan  and  Profile  Ledgewood  Circle  Topsfield  Mass dated 
Aug.  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  a  gratuitous  con- 

veyance of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle" 

Twenty -Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compen- 

sate certain  members  of  the  Police  Department  for  their  incentive  pay 
earned  in  1972  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  Thirty- 
First  of  the  1972  Annual  Town  Meeting  or  take  any  action  relative  there- to. 

Twenty-Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compensate 

the  Chief  of  Police,  Roger  G.  Peabody,  for  additional  compensation  due 
in  1972,  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1082  of  the  Acts  of  1971,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans  - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for 
services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Ser- 

vices, Inc.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter 
40,  Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended. 

Thirty -First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  educa- 

tion and  prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 
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Thirty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  author- 

ize the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  purchase 
a  "Breathalyzer",  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty-Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 

chase of  the  "Pingree  Lot"  off  Bare  Hill  Road  in  Topsfield.    Said  lot 
is  described  in  a  deed  from  the  Naumkeag  Trust  Company,  Trustee,  to 
Clark  S.  Sears  and  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  5416,  Page  20,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  in- 

stall and  improve  drainage  conditions  on  the  access  road  to  the  Witch 
Hill  Water  Storage  Tank  and  on  Garden  Street,  said  expenditure  to  be 
made  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Thirty-Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Voca- 

tional Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee  for  said  committee's 
expenses  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts 
of  1972,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty-Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner,  to  purchase  a  "Truck -Mounted 
Sander"  and  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

Thirty- Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  amendment  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield  By-Laws: 
Delete  Article  I,  Section  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

"The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  called  for  the  second  Tuesday  in 
May  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.    The  election  of  Town  Officers 
and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as  can  legally  be  placed  upon  the 
ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  second  Tues- 

day in  May  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon and  may  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 
Also,  delete  Article  II,  Section  1,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof. 
"The  Selectmen  shall  issue  the  warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 

ing on  the  first  Saturday  in  March  and  shall  make  available  the  Annual 
Report  containing  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Warrant  to  the  voters  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  Annual  Town  Meeting." 

Thirty- Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Accountant  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  ac- 

counts to  the  surplus  revenue  accounts : 
a.  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase  $3,040.00 
b.  1969  Brush  Chipper  $  6.55 
c.  Sanitation  Committee  $3,324.00 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Thirty -Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Sani- 
tary Land  Fill  Bond  Interest  Account  $2,000.00  to  reimburse  the  Town 

for  $2,000.00  paid  as  partial  payment  for  land  purchased  from  the  Vi- 
detta  Corporation  per  authority  of  a  Town  Meeting  held  on  November  30, 
1970,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fortieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  con- 
structing, originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the  Town 

Library,  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs 
to  the  existing  Town  Library,  and  for  the  cost  of  additional  equipment 
therefor  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised 
by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Forty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the 
Proctor  School  and  for  reconstruction,  remodeling,  rehabilitation  and 
modernization,  including  original  equipment  and  furnishings,  of  the 
existing  Proctor  School,  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation 
shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Forty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  the  Building  Code 
for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  as  it  now  exists ;  and  accept  the  Board  of 
Standards  Building  Code  -  Form  Std-10  -  as  the  Building  Code-  for  the 
Town  of  Topsfield,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  143,  and  so  that  the  sections  of  said  code  which  refer  to  one- 
and  two-family  dwellings  shall  be  included  in  the  compulsory  provisions 
Of  this  code,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy  of  State  Law is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote 
in  election  of  Town  Officers,  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House  on  Tuesday, 
the  twentieth  of  March,  1972,  at  seven  o'clock  a.m.  to  bring  in  their 
votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 

Moderator  for  one  year 
One  Selectman  for  three  years 
One  Assessor  for  one  year 
One  Assessor  for  three  years 
One  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 
One  Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
Road  Surveyor  for  three  years 
One  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Constable  for  one  year 
One  Cemetery  Commissioner  for  three  years 
Two  Library  Trustees  for  three  years 
One  Trust  Fund  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  two  years 
One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 
One  Member  Planning  Board  for  one  year 
One  Member  Planning  Board  for  three  years 
One  Member  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Four  Members  of  Topsfield  Housing  Authority 
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The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  a.m.  to  7  o'clock  p.m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 

fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  ivith  -your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  thirty- first  day  of  January  in  the  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- three . 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Chairman 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR.,  Clerk 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy, 
Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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FINANCE      COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Recommendations  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 

of 

March     19,  1973 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  budget  to  be  presented  to  the  Town  at  this  Annual  Meeting  reflects 
two  new  situations.    The  first  is  a  requirement  for  a  budget  covering 
an  eighteen  month  period,  and  the  second  is  the  use  of  funds  received 
through  the  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Program. 

The  budget  comparison  on  the  opposite  page  is  intended  to  give  the 
members  of  the  Town  an  overview  of  our  major  expenses. 

The  1973/74  eighteen  month  budget  is  shown  in  two  ways:    First,  the 
full  eighteen  months  for  each  expense  category  and  second,  the  equiva- 

lent twelve  month  expenses.    That  is  the  annual  rate  of  expenditures. 
This  second  column  of  expenses  is  then  related  to  the  1972  actual  ex- 

penditures . 

We  think  this  is  more  meaningful  than  a  comparison  of  the  full  eighteen 
month  budget  with  only  twelve  months  of  1972  expenses. 

The  chart  below  shows  annual  rates  of  increase  for  recent  years: 
1968 15.8% 
1969 16.6% 
1970 17.0% 
1971 7.1% 
1972 6.6% 
1973/74 14.2% 

annual  rate 
This  increase  for  1973/74  is  due  primarily  to  increases  in  the  school 
budget. 

The  Eighteen  Month  Budget 

Up  until  this  year,  the  budget  period  for  the  cities  and  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts had  run  from  January  1  through  December  31.    Recent  legisla- 

tion enacted  by  the  State  requires  that  beginning  July  1,  1973,  all 
cities  and  towns  convert  to  a  fiscal  year  budget  period;  July  1  through 
June  30.    The  purpose  of  this  legislation  was  to  put  the  cities  and 
towns  on  the  same  fiscal  year  as  the  State  and  Federal  governments. 

There  are  significant  advantages  to  this  new  fiscal  period.    First,  it 
allows  the  cities  and  towns  to  prepare  their  budgets  in  advance  of  the 
fiscal  year.    In  the  past,  at  our  Annual  Town  Meetings  we  were  forced 
to  consider  budgets  for  a  fiscal  year  period  that  had  begun  2-1/2  months 
prior  to  the  meeting.    With  the  new  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  the 
towns  will  have  a  chance  to  plan  and  budget  in  advance.    In  addition, 
the  cherry  sheet,  which  is  prepared  by  the  State  and  contains  the  in- 

formation about  State  and  County  charges  and  State  reimbursements  to 
the  cities  and  towns,  will  be  received  in  time  to  be  considered  in 
the  budget  preparation  so  that  the  exact  impact  on  the  tax  rate  of  the 
budget  will  be  known  in  advance  of  the  fiscal  year.    A  third  advantage 
is  that  this  makes  the  school  budgeting  year  and  the  town  budgeting 
year  the  same,  and  will  make  the  school  budgeting  process  much  more 
relevant  to  the  town.    It  also  should  reduce  the  need  for  the  towns 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  revenue. 
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To  make  the  transition  of  the  present  calendar  year  budget  to  the  new 
fiscal  year  period  requires  that  an  eighteen  month  budget  be  developed. 
This  budget  covers  the  period  January  1,  1973  until  June  30,  1974. 

In  the  past,  each  year  we  have  faced  the  normal  requirement  for  in- 
creased services  to  the  town  and  increased  salaries  for  town  employees. 

However,  these  increases  have  usually  meant  only  a  relatively  small  in- 
crease in  the  town  budget  and  on  the  tax  rate.    With  that  in  mind,  we 

might  have  anticipated  that  the  eighteen  month  budget  would  be  only 
slightly  higher  than  one  and  one-half  times  the  prior  year's  twelve 
month  budget.    There  are  two  major  reasons  why  the  eighteen  month 
budget  will  increase  considerably  more  than  that.    First,  for  many  town 
departments,  the  expenditures  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  are 
considerably  higher  than  for  the  second  six  months,  and  the  eighteen 
month  budget  we  are  considering  at  this  meeting  covers  two  first-six- 
month  periods.    These  higher  costs  are  for  heating,  snow  removal,  and 
certain  maintenance  functions.    The  second  factor  is  the  increased 
budget  requirements  for  the  school  systems. 

Because  all  these  factors  have  tended  to  increase  the  budget,  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  in  working  with  the  Selectmen,  the  Town  Departments, 

and  the  School  Committees,  has  made  every  effort  to  keep  expenditures 
to  the  absolute  minimum,  consistent  with  the  required  services  of  the 
town.    While  we  understood  the  purpose  of  the  various  budgets  submitted 
to  us,  we  have  felt  that  in  the  interest  of  the  financial  stability  of 

the  town,  we  were  obliged,  and  did  reduce  virtually' every  one  of  these budgets.    Despite  these  efforts,  however,  the  eighteen  month  budget 
will  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  tax  rate  of  the  town. 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Program 

During  December  and  January  we  received  Revenue  Sharing  checks  from  the 
Federal  government  that  totaled  approximately  $68,000.00.    The  money  is 
for  the  use  of  the  Town,  but  does  carry  certain  restrictions.    It  can- 

not be  used  for  education  and  general  administrative  expenses,  nor  can 
it  go  into  the  general  funds  of  the  Town,  merely  to  lower  the  tax  rate. 
Its  use  must  be  specified  and  for  that  reason,  Article  5  shows  the  use 
of  the  Revenue  Sharing  funds  for  the  purpose  of  financing  a  portion  of 
the  Police  Department  budget.    This  procedure  is  in  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Revenue  Sharing  Act.    It  is  our  opinion,  and  that 
of  the  Selectmen,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary  budget  faced  by  the  Town, 
that  the  Revenue  Sharing  funds  should  be  used  to  finance  those  services 
that  are  absolutely  essential,  and  not  to  be  used,  at  this  time,  to  de- 

velop additional  or  expand  facilities  or  services,  however  desirable 
they  might  be. 

Schools 

Education  is  always  our  largest  budget  item- -73. 8%  of  the  total.  This 
"year"  the  figures  will  look  disproportionately  high  because  we  are 
budgeting  for  an  eighteen  month  period.    Also,  the  schools  have  a  ten- 
month  calendar  year.    Thus,  during  the  coming  eighteen-month  period, 
the  school  budgets  will  reflect  two  six-month  periods  from  January  to 
June,  and  one  four-month  period  from  September  to  June.    In  addition 
to  this,  by  contract,  we  must  provide  for  the  teachers'  summer  vacation 
pay  for  1974.    This  is  an  additional  $200,000.00  to  be  raised  by 



Topsfield;  $113,000.00  for  Masconomet  teachers  and  $97,000.00  for  the 
elementary  school  teachers.    At  this  printing,  there  is  a  bill  in  the 
Legislature  which  would  defer  these  payments  until  the  1974-75  fiscal 
year.    We  are  hoping  for  its  passage!    The  school  budgets  break  down 
as  follows : 

Masconomet  $1,992,880.70  45.2% 
Elementary  1,262,695.00  28.6% 

Total         $3,255,575.70  73.8% 

This  is  a  staggering  total  to  look  at  for  a  town  of  just  over  5,000  in 
population.    At  this  printing,  both  School  Committees  have  met  with  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  subsequently  been  advised  by  letter  of  some  cuts 
that  would  seem  advisable  until  after  the  eighteen  month  period.    If  a 
change  is  made  in  the  totals  listed  above,  the  Finance  Committee  will 
advise  the  Town  on  the  town  floor.    It  has  also  been  requested  that 
the  Finance  Committee  members  sit  in  on  the  budget  preparations  at 
Masconomet.    This  is  already  being  done  at  the  elementary  level.  It 
is  also  hoped  that  a  Finance  Committee  member  will  be  able  to  sit  in 
on  the  collective  bargaining  sessions  at  the  elementary  school  level. 

Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Education 

With  the  agreement  of  the  Town  Moderator,  an  Ad  Hoc  Committee  to  the 
Finance  Committee  was  appointed  this  past  fall.    Due  to  the  Long  Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  plans  for  the  Proctor  School 
and  the  formation  of  a  Vocational  Technical  Regional  School  Committee, 
the  Finance  Committee  members  felt  they  needed  some  assistance  in  keep- 

ing up  with  these  new  developments.    Dennis  Shinn  was  asked  to  follow 
the  LRSPBC,  Mrs.  Hugh  Bogart  the  Elementary  School  meetings,  and 
Gerald  Rourke  the  Vo  Tech  meetings.    They  reported  to  the  Finance  Com- mittee and  assisted  in  those  school  warrant  article  decisions. 

RESERVE  FUND  EXPENDITURES 

To  Correct  Appropriation  $  .36 
Dog  Fund  300.00 
Police  Department  4,903.18 
Plumbing  Inspector  218.00 
Park  Department  213.11 
Officers'  Expenses  55.94 Town  Hall  269.42 
Snow  and  Ice  Removal  4,649.43 
Chapter  81  Maintenance  1,223.92 
Town  Officers'  Expenses  110.00 
To  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  8,056.64 

Total  $20,000.00 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  the  reven- 

ue for  the  eighteen  month  period  beginning  January  1,  1973,  in  accord- 
ance with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  acts  in  amendment 

thereof,  and  including  in  addition  thereto,  Chapter  849  of  the  Acts  of 
1969,  as  amended,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a 
period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws ,  Chapter 
44,  Section  17. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER, 
WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  THE 
REVENUE  FOR  THE  EIGHTEEN  MONTH  PERIOD  BEGINNING  JANUARY  1,  1973,  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  4,  AND  ACTS  IN  AMEND- 

MENT THEREOF,  AND  INCLUDING  IN  ADDITION  THERETO,  CHAPTER  849  OF  THE 
ACTS  OF  1969,  AS  AMENDED,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES  AS  MAY  BE 
GIVEN  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  GENERAL 
LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  17. 

Fourth  To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRI- 
ATE MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN  EXPENSES  AND  FIX 

THE  TOTAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  FOR  THE 
EIGHTEEN  MONTH  PERIOD  FROM  JANUARY  1,  1973  THROUGH  JUNE  30,  1974.  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  BELOW: 

Moderator 
Selectmen: 

Chairman 
Clerk 
Other  Member 

Town  Treasurer 
Collector 
Assessors : 

Chairman 
Clerk 
Other  Member 

$  45.00 
600.00 

,200.00 450.00 

,375.00 
,000.00 

2,700.00 
1,200.00 
1,200.00 

Planning  Board: 
Chairman  '    $  525.00 Clerk  375.00 

Town  Clerk  1,875.00 
Road  Commissioner  14,750.00 
Tree  Warden  -  Aggre-  900.00 

gate  not  to  exceed 
$900  to  be  charged 
to  applicable  Moth, 
Shade  Tree,  and  Elm 
Beetle  appropriations. 
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Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Revenue  Shar- 
ing Account  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  expenses  of  the  Police 

Department,  which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  $68,000.00  FROM  THE 
REVENUE  SHARING  ACCOUNT  FOR  EXPENSES  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT,  WHICH 
ARE  NOT  OTHERWISE  APPROPRIATED  UNDER  ARTICLE  FOUR. 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds  may  be  used  to  cover  Police  ex- 
penditures. We  are  recommending  the  use  of  all  such  funds  received, 

so  far,  for  this  purpose. 

We  anticipate  the  receipt  of  additional  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
during  the  next  twelve  months,  and  specific  recommendations  for  the 
use  of  these  funds  will  be  made  at  our  next  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees . 

b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  INCCME  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  FUNDS  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  INDICATED: 

A.  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY  BY  LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES 

B.  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT . 
C.  PARK  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT. 
D.  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  a  routine  article  that  enables  the  Town  to  apply  in- 
come from  various  Town  agencies'  trust  funds  to  the  operation  of  those 

agencies  as  prescribed  by  the  trust  documents. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 

partment . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  $3,500.00  TO 
BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  TIE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS  TO  IN- 

STALL A  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM  ALONG  HYDRANGEA  AVENUE  IN  THE  PINE  GROVE  CEME- 
TERY. 

The  current  balance  in  this  account  is, over  $4,000.00.  We 
recommend  that  the  cost  of  this  necessary  work  be  funded  from  this 
account,  rather  than  raise  this  amount  from  taxes. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

REOOWENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  HIE  OVERLAY 
SURPLUS  RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $25,000.00  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 
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The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  each  year  to  cover,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Finance  Committee,  emergency  or  other  unanticipated 
expenses.    This  amount  is  needed  for  the  eighteen  month  period. 

Ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills 
contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1973. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

There  are  no  outstanding  bills  to  be  paid. 

Tenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 

Public  Highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECT- j 
MEN  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AND 
PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

This  article  is  necessary  to  enable  the  Town  to  work  with  the 
State  and  County  in  connection  with  maintenance  and  construction  of 
highways  and  for  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  applicable  reimbursements. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1972,  said  grant  to  be  expended  un- 

der the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any, 
as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $1,959.38 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1972.    SAID  GRANT  TO  BE  EX- 

PENDED UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES, 
IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  THE  GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.    As  a  formality, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  it. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  Assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Town  is  now  entering  an  eighteen  month  transition  budget 
whereby  we  must  be  on  the  same  fiscal  year  basis  as  the  State,  start- 

ing July  1,  1974.    In  order  to  be  properly  prepared  for  contingencies 
that  could  occur  during  this  eighteen  month  period,  the  Town  should 
not  deplete  its  free  cash  funds  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax 
levy  for  the  current  fiscal  period. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81, 

Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  $23,000.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  SHARE  OF  THE  COST  OF  THE  WORK. REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON 
RECEIPT. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter 

90,  Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws ,  the  Town  has  the 
option  of  taking  State  aid  for  either  highway  maintenance  or  for  new 
highway  construction.    We  believe  it  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
Town  to  have  Chapter  90  applied  to  new  construction. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter 
90,  Construction  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $25,500.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  AND  COUNTY'S  SHARE 
OF  THE  WORK.     REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  AND  THE  COUNTY  TO  BE  RE- 

STORED TO  SURPLUS  UPON  RECEIPT. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 

Stabilization  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN.    THE  STABILIZATION 
FUND  HAS  BEEN  USED  IN  ITS  ENTIRETY  TO  SUPPORT  THE  NEW  ADDITIONS  TO 
THE  PROCTOR  SCHOOL  CONTEMPLATED  IN  ARTICLE  41  ON  THIS  YEAR'S  WARRANT. 
NO  ADDITIONAL  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS  ARE  ANTICIPATED  IN  THE 
NEXT  FISCAL  PERIOD,  THEREFORE  ELIMINATING  THE  NEED  FOR  A  STABILIZA- TION FUND  DURING  THAT  TIME. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1971  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police 
cruiser  and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  AP- 
PROPRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $3,700.00  TO  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  STATION  WAGON 

TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER. 

We  believe  that  the  current  practice  of  replacing  each  of 
the  two  Police  cruisers  in  alternate  years  is  a  reasonable  and  economi- 

cal method  of  keeping  two  dependable  vehicles  in  operation.    The  1971 
Police  cruiser  now  in  use  has  now  had  approximately  100,000  miles  of 
use.    At  this  mileage,  it  becomes  more  economical  to  replace  the 
cruiser,  rather  than  to  accept  the  burden  of  the  high  maintenance 
costs  required  for  dependable  service. 
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Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Department  Board  of  Engineers,  to  pur- 

chase seven  demand- type  self-contained  breathing  masks  to  be  in  com- 
pliance with  the  existing  State  laws,  and  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 

fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  pur- 
pose, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND  AP- 
PROPRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $2,500.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF 

SEVEN  DEMAND-TYPE  SELF-CONTAINED  BREATHING  MASKS  TO  BE  IN  COMPLIANCE 
WITH  EXISTING  STATE  LAWS. 

This  expenditure  is  necessary  for  the  Fire  Department  to 
be  in  conformance  with  State  statute. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Communications  Committee,  to  purchase  a  common- 
control  radio  console  for  the  use  of  the  Communications  Center  and  to 
raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  felt  that  the  Communications  Center  is  adequately 
equipped  to  serve  the  current  needs  of  Topsfield.    We  recognize  that 
the  needs  of  the  Center  will  grow  as  the  Town  grows,  but  we  believe  it 
is  not  necessary,  from  an  equipment  standpoint,  nor  advisable  from  a 
fiscal  standpoint,  to  install  this  equipment  within  the  current  eight- 

een month  budget  period. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 

the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws 
Chapter  12 IB,  Section  19,  to  defray  the  initial  costs  of  conducting 
necessary  housing  surveys,  preparing  site  plans,  conducting  percolation 
and  other  necessary  tests  and  securing  property  appraisals  relating  to 
prospective  sites  for  housing  projects  within  the  scope  of  authority 
of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  AP- 
PROPRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $1,000.00  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  HOUSING 

AUTHORITY  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  MGLA,  CHAPTER  121B,  SECTION  19. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  is  an 
asset  to  the  Town  in  helping  to  plan  for  the  future  housing  needs 
within  the  community.    However,  due  to  the  pressures  of  the  eighteen 
month  fiscal  budget,  it  is  felt  that  the  operating  needs  of  the  Hous- 

ing Authority  should  be  kept  to  $1,000.00  for  this  fiscal  period. 

Twenty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote "to  authorize  the  Selectmen (upon  such  terms  as  they  deem  advisable)  in  accordance  with  Chapter 
45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease 
with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for  certain  property  in 
Topsfield  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
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Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly 
of  Jordan,  said  point  is  located  300  feet  easterly  from  East 
Common  Street;  thence  running  southerly  530  feet  more  or  less 
to  an  iron  pipe  and  stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  the  Tennis  Court;  thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or 
less  to  East  Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High  Street; 
thence  running  southeasterly  along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams;  thence  running  northeasterly 
220.6  feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running 
southeasterly  250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly 
direction  on  various  courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now  or  formerly  of  Northey  and  other 
land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan;  thence 
turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land  to  the  point 
of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "Congregational  Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass.,  Sur- 

veyed by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv. ,  August  2,  1960  -  Scale 
1"  =  50  ft.", 

said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners; and  to  raise  and  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 

for  such  lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD 
OF  SELECTMEN,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  45,  SECTION  14  OF  THE  GENERAL 
LAWS  AS  AMENDED,  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  LEASE  FOR  A  PERIOD  NOT  TO  EXCEED 
FIVE  (5)  YEARS,  WITH  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  TOPSFIELD  FOR  THE 
PROPERTY  (AS  DESCRIBED  IN  ARTICLE  TWENTY-ONE  ABOVE) ,  SAID  PROPERTY  TO 
BE  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS ;  AND  TO 
TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $5.00  AS  CONSIDERATION  FOR 
LEASE  OF  THE  DESCRIBED  PROPERTY. 

It  is  our  understanding  that  the  Congregational  Church 
is  undecided  as  to  the  term  of  years  for  the  new  lease,  but  has  indi- 

cated that  they  will  lease  the  property  to  the  Town.    Since  the  origi- 
nal lease  in  1968,  the  Town  has  built  three  fields  on  the  property 

and  maximum  use  is  being  made  by  the  Town  of  this  recreation  facility. 

Twenty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub -Committee  of 
the  Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  felt  that  the  planting  of  shade  trees  should  be 
postponed  until  a  time  when  the  budget  is  more  stable. 

Twenty -Third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or  amend 
and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 
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Section  XI    DEVELOPMENT  REGULATION 

Appearance: 

1.  Avoidance  of  uniformity  in  the  exterior  design  and  appearance 
of  buildings  erected  in  the  same  residential  neighborhood,  is  intended 
to  prevent  the  harmful  effects  of  such  uniformity  in  the  desirability 
of  immediate  and  neighboring  areas,  in  the  impairment  of  the  benefits, 
stability  and  value  of  both  improved  and  unimproved  real  properties  in 
such  areas,  and  in  the  loss  of  taxable  revenue  to  the  Town,  and  to  pre- 

vent deterioration  of  conditions  affecting  the  health,  safety  and 
general  welfare  of  the  inhabitants. 

a.  Except  as  provided  in  Section  IX  (in  provisions  concern- 
ing the  Board  of.  Appeals)  no  building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  the 

erection  of  any  building  for  occupancy  as  a  dwelling:    If  it  is  like 
or  substantially  like  any  building  on  an  abutting  lot,  then  in  existence 
or  for  which  a  building  permit  has  been  issued,  in  more  than  three  of 
the  following  respects : 

1.  Height  of  main  roof  ridge  (or  highest  point  of  the 
roof  beams  of  a  flat  roof)  above  the  first  floor. 

2.  Length  of  main  roof  or  roof  ridge. 
3.  Width  between  outside  walls  at  the  ends  of  the  build- 

ing measured  under  the  main  roof  at  right  angles  to  the  length  thereof. 
4.  Relative  location  of  the  windows  in  the  front  or  any 

side  elevation. 
5.  Relative  location  with  respect  to  each  other  of  gar- 

age, if  attached,  porch,  if  any;  and  the  remainder  of  the  building  in 
the  front  elevation. 

b.  Buildings  shall  be  deemed  to  be  like  each  other  in  any 
dimension  with  respect  to  which  the  difference  between  them  is  less 
than  two  feet. 

2.  Promotion  of  Harmonious  Development:    In  order  to  promote 
harmony  in  architectural  treatment  and  avoidance  of  incongruous  or 
inappropriate  character  of  architectural  appearance  and  arrangement  of 
buildings  detrimental  to  the  property  values  of  adjoining  owners  or 
the  community,  no  building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  any  new  building 
or  structure  in  a  Business  District  until  plans  showing  proposed  lo- 

cation and  external  appearance  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  for  review,  comment  and  suggestions,  with  the  advice- of 
the  Planning  Board.    The  plans  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  approved 
if  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  within  three 
weeks  of  submission  of  the  plan. 

RECOMVENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  by-law,  as  now  written, 
is  an  attempt  to  regulate  esthetics,  and  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Planning  Board.    It  is  felt  that  there  may  be  a  further  problem  of 
enforceability  as  the  legality  of  the  by-laws  is  questionable. 

Twenty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or 
amend  and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 
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Section  VII    AREA  REGULATIONS 

6.    Computation  of  Lot  Area 

a.  In  computing  the  area  of  any  lot,  no  part  of  a  pond,  river 
major  stream  or  wetland  shall  be  included. 

b.  At  least  one  contiguous  acre  in  the  Outlying  Residential 
and  Agricultural  District,  and  the  total  area  in  the  Inner  Residential 
and  Agricultural  District  and  in  Central  Residential  District  shall  be 
buildable  land  with  original  and  undisturbed  soils  dry  enough  to  per- 

mit construction  of  a  dwelling  and  appurtenances  thereto,  and  the 
grade  of  said  lot  shall  not  exceed  20%  in  slope. 

c.  The  Planning  Board  may  require  indication  on  subdivision 
plans  or  on  plot  plans  the  general  location  on  a  lot  of  proposed  build- 

ings, and  to  determine  the  existence  of  sufficient  buildable  land. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  HE  ZONING  BY- 
LAW AS  WORDED  UNDER  ARTICLE  TWENTY-FOUR. 

The  Finance  Committee  believes  that  this  by-law  may  re- 
duce the  problems  the  Town  is  now  incurring  as  to  lots  with  sufficient 

area  to  build  upon,  but  with  a  portion  of  that  area  under  water  or 
extremely  wet.    This  article  has  the  support  of  The  Planning  Board. 

Twenty -Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous  con- 
veyance for  municipal  purposes  of  approximately  2-1/4  acres  of  land 

from  Victoria  T.  Steward;  said  land  is  contiguous  with  the  Steward 
School  property  and  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "#281  Perkins  Row,  Tops- 
field  Mass,  surveyed  for  Victoria  T.  Steward  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd 
Surv. ,  Dec.  1972;  Scale  1"  =  50"';  a  copy  of  said  plan  is  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clark,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  THE  GRATUITOUS 
CONVEYANCE  OF  APPROXIMATELY  2-1/4  ACRES  OF  LAND  FROM  VICTORIA  T.  STEW- 

ARD; SAID  LAND  IS  CONTIGUOUS  WITH  THE  STEWARD  SCHOOL  PROPERTY  AND 
SHOWN  ON  A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "281  PERKINS  ROW,  TOPSFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS, 
SURVEYED  FOR  VICTORIA  T.  STEWARD  BY  C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  REG'D.  SURV., 
DEC.  1972;  SCALE  1"  =  50"'.    SAID  LAND  IS  MORE  PARTICULARLY  BOUNDED AND  DESCRIBED  AS  FOLLOWS: 

NORTHEASTERLY         BY  V.  T.  STEWARD  ACCESS  ROAD  BY  TWO  COURSES  OF 
250.06  FEET  AND  270.0  FEET; 

SOUTHEASTERLY        BY  LAND  OF  V.  T.  STEWARD,  100  FEET; 

SOUTHWESTERLY         BY  LAND  OF  STEWARD  SCHOOL,  497.53  FEET;  AND 

NORTHWESTERLY         BY  PERKINS  ROW  BY  TWO  COURSES  OF  122.12  FEET  AND 
135.00  FEET. 

SAID  LAND  CONTAINING  2.20  ACRES.  (A  COPY  OF  SAID  PLAN  IS  ON  FILE  WITH 
THE  TOWN  CLERK.) 

The  land  being  contiguous  with  the  Steward  School 
property,  it  will  be  available  for  use  of  the  school  or  for  a  recrea- 

tional facility. 
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Twenty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  convey  to  the  Beechill  Corp.,  247  Newbury  Street,  Peabody,  Mass.,  a 
60 -foot  strip  over  property  owned  by  the  Town  as  shown  on  plan  dated 
Sept.  28,  1972  of  Red  Pine  Acres  for  not  less  than  one  dollar;  the 
deed  shall  contain  the  provision  that  the  property  shall  revert  to  the 
Town  if  a  way,  which  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Town  as  a  public  way,  is 
not  constructed  over  said  strip  within  five  years  of  the  date  of  said 
deed,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.     (Plan  filed  with  Town  Clerk) 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  not  been  convinced  that  such 
action  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Town. 

Twenty -Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Ledgewood 
Circle"  as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries 
and  measurements  of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  re- 

located by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Definitive  plan  and  Profile  Ledgewood  Circle  Topsfield  Mass."  dated 
Aug.  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  a  gratuitous  con- 
vayance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Planning  Board  has  not  yet  advised  the  Finance 
Committee  that  the  Contractor  has  satisfactorily  fulfilled  all  Town 
requirements  for  acceptance. 

Twenty-Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compen- 

sate certain  members  of  the  Police  Department  for  their  incentive  pay 
earned  in  1972  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  Thirty- 
First  of  the  1972  Annual  Town  Meeting  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $2,338.00  TO  COMPENSATE  CERTAIN  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THEIR  INCENTIVE  PAY  EARNED  IN  1972  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  ARTICLE  THIRTY-FIRST  OF  THE  1972  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

This  article  is  a  matter  of  formality,  as  the  Town  ac- 
cepted the  provisions  of  Chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1970  as  amended. 

It  is  necessary  to  raise  the  money  and  obtain  the  State  reimbursement. 

Twenty -Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compensate 
the  Chief  of  Police,  Roger  G.  Peabody,  for  additional  compensation  due 
in  1972,  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1082  of  the  Acts  of  1971,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $1,660.00  TO  COMPENSATE  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE, 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY,  FOR  ADDITIONAL  COMPENSATION  DUE  IN  1972  UNDER  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  CHAPTER  1082  OF  THE  ACTS  OF  1971. 
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Chapter  1082  requires  that  the  Police  Chief  receive 
compensation  at  a  rate  no  less  than  1501  of  that  received  by  the  high- 

est paid  patrolman.    This  amount  is  due  the  Chief  in  1972  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 

under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for 
services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Ser- 

vices, Inc.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chap- 
ter 40,  Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRI 
ATE  THE  SUM  OF  $500.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE  HEALTH  AND 
EDUCATION  SERVICES,  INC.,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL 
LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  5,  CLAUSE  40  AS  AMENDED. 

The  Finance  Committee  realizes  that  the  $500.00  recommended 
toward  our  share  of  the  costs  at  the  North  Shore  Guidance  Center  does 
not  approach  the  $2,400.00  requested  by  the  Center.    While  we  recog- 

nize that  the  services  rendered  by  this  organization  are  valuable  to 
our  Town,  we  feel  we  must  limit  this  contribution  for  this  coming 
eighteen  month  period. 

Thirty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  edu- 

cation and  prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $500.00  FOR  DRUG  EDUCATION  AND  PREVENTION,  SUCH  FUNDS  TO 
BE  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels,  as  explained  in  Article 
Thirty,  that  a  reduction  in  contributions  by  the  Town  should  be  made 
for  the  next  eighteen  month  period. 

Thirty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  author 
ize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  purchase 
a  "Breathalyzer",  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVEN- 
UE $1,000.00,  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE,  TO    PURG1ASE  A  "BREATHALYZER'.* 
This  article  is  1001  reimburseable  from  the  State. 

Therefore,  the  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action. 

Thirty-Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 

chase of  the  "Pingree  Lot"  off  Bare  Hill  Road  in  Topsfield.    Said  lot 
is  described  in  a  deed  from  the  Naumkeag  Trust  Company,  Trustee,  to 
Clark  S.  Sears  and  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  5416,  Page  20,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

189 



RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

We  believe  the  acquisition  of  this  land  should  be  de- 
ferred until  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Thirty -Fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  in- 

stall and  improve  drainage  conditions  on  the  access  road  to  the  Witch 
Hill  Water  Storage  Tank  and  on  Garden  Street,  said  expenditure  to  be 
made  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

At  this  time  it  looks  as  if  there  will  be  money  remain- 
ing upon  completion  of  the  water  storage  tank.    It  is  hoped  by  the 

Finance  Committee  that  this  money  will  be  used  toward  correcting  the 
drainage  problems  caused  by  the  construction  of  the  tank. 

Thirty-Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
Vocational  Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee  for  said  com- 

mittee's expenses,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  545 
of  the  Acts  of  1972,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  AP- 
PROPRIATE $7,044.75  TO  THE  VOCATIONAL  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  PLAN- 

NING COMMITTEE  FOR  SAID  COMMITTEE'S  EXPENSES  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  CHAPTER  545  OF  THE  ACTS  OF  1972. 

The  monies  asked  for  in  this  article  are  for  planning 
costs  for  the  next  eighteen  month  period.    The  Town  of  Tops field 
voted  overwhelmingly  on  the  November  ballot  to  become  a  member  of 
this  regional  district.    To  vote  yes  on  this  present  article  gives  us 
a  chance  to  see  the  final  plans  without  committing  ourselves  to  any 
big  money.    Another  Town  Meeting  would  contain  an  article  for  the 
actual  building  of  the  school. 

Thirty-Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner,  to  purchase  a  "Truck -Mounted 
Sander"  and  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  rela- 
tive thereto.  . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECT- 
MEN, WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  ROAD  COMMISSIONER,  TO  PURCHASE  A  "TRUCK- 

MOUNTED  SANDER"  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$3,800.00  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE . 

This  article  is  to  replace  a  sander  that  is  over  13 
years  old  and  in  a  sad  state  of  repair.    We  believe  it  is  necessary 
to  have  reliable  equipment  to  handle  snow  and  ice  on  the  highways. 

Thirty -Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or 
amend  and  adopt  the  following  amendment  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
By-Laws : 
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Delete  Article  I,  Section  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 
"The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  called  for  the  second  Tuesday  in 

May  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.    The  election  of  Town  Officers 
and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as  can  legally  be  placed  upon  the 
ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  second  Tues- 

day in  May  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon and  may  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

Also,  delete  Article  II,  Section  1,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 
"The  Selectmen  shall  issue  the  warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 

ing on  the  first  Saturday  in  March  and  shall  make  available  the  Annual 
Report  containing  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Warrant  to  the  voters  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  Annual  Town  Meeting." 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  FOLLOWING 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  BY-LAWS: 

DELETE  ARTICLE  I,  SECTION  3,  AND  INSERT  IN  LIEU  THEREOF: 
"THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  SHALL  BE  CALLED  FOR  THE  SECOND  TUESDAY  IN 

MAY  AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  AFTERNOON.    THE  ELECTION  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 
AND  THE  VOTE  UPON  SUCH  QUESTIONS  AS  CAN  LEGALLY  BE  PLACED  UPON  THE 
BALLOT,  SHALL  TAKE  PLACE  ON  THE  FIRST  WEDNESDAY  AFTER  THE  SECOND  TUES- 

DAY IN  MAY  AND  THE  POLLS  SHALL  BE  OPENED  AT  SEVEN  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  FORE- 
NOON AND  MAY  CLOSE  AT  SEVEN  O'CLOCK  IN  THE  AFTERNOON. 

ALSO,  DELETE  ARTICLE  II,  SECTION  1,  AND  INSERT  IN  LIEU  THEREOF: 
"THE  SELECTMEN  SHALL  ISSUE  THE  WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEET- 

ING ON  THE  FIRST  SATURDAY  IN  MARCH  AND  SHALL  MAKE  AVAILABLE  THE  ANNUAL 
REPORT  CONTAINING  A  COPY  OF  THE  ANNUAL  WARRANT  TO  THE  VOTERS  AT  LEAST 
SEVEN  DAYS  BEFORE  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING." 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  take  advantage  of 
the  new  fiscal  year  change.    Next  year's  budget  period  will  begin 
July  1,  1974.    By  delaying  the  Town  Meeting,  the  budget  can  be  devel- 

oped after  we  know  what  the  State  and  County  charges  and  State  reim- 
bursement will  be,  and  we  will  know  the  exact  impact  of  the  budget  on 

the  tax  rate. 

Thirty-Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Accountant  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  ac- 

counts to  the  surplus  revenue  accounts: 
a.  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase  $3,040.00 
b.  1969  Brush  Chipper  $  6.55 
c.  Sanitation  Committee  $3,324.00 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT  TO  TRANSFER  THE  UNEXPENDED  BALANCE  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  AC- 

COUNTS TO  THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS: 
A.  GARDEN  STREEr  LAND  PURCHASE  $3,040.00 
B.  1969  BRUSH  CHIPPER  $  6.55 
C.  SANITATION  COMMITTEE  $3,324.00 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transaction  to  close  out  unex- 
pended accounts. 

Thirty-Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Sani- 
tary  Land  Fill  Bond  Interest  Account  $2,000.00  to  reimburse  the  Town 
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for  $2,000.00  paid  as  partial  payment  for  land  purchased  from  the  Vi- 
de tta  Corporation  per  authority  of  a  Town  Meeting  held  on  November  30, 

1970,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  THE 
SANITARY  LAND  FILL  BOND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT  $2,000.00  TO  REIMBURSE  THE 
TOWN  FOR  $2,000.00  PAID  AS  PARTIAL  PAYMENT  FOR  LAND  PURCHASED  FROM 
THE  VIDETTA  CORPORATION  PER  AUTHORITY  OF  A  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  ON  NO- 

VEMBER 30,  1970,  OR  TAKE  ANY  ACTION  RELATIVE  THERETO. 

This  a  bookkeeping  transaction  to  close  out  the  Sani- 
tary Land  Fill  Bond  Interest  Account. 

Fortieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  con- 
structing, originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the  Town 

Library,  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  re- 
pairs to  the  existing  Town  Library,  and  for  the  cost  of  additional 

equipment  therefor  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall 
be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  A  SUM  OF  MONEY 
FOR  CONSTRUCTING,  ORIGINALLY  EQUIPPING  AND  FURNISHING  AN  ADDITION  TO 
THE  TOWN  LIBRARY,  FOR  REMODELING,  RECONSTRUCTING  OR  MAKING  EXTRA- 

ORDINARY REPAIRS  TO  THE  EXISTING  TOWN  LIBRARY,  AND  FOR  THE  COST  OF 
ADDITIONAL  EQUIPMENT  THEREFOR. 

The  Finance  Committee  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  agonizing 
over  the  request  of  the  Library  Trustees  for  renovations  to  their 
present  building  and  construction  of  a  new  addition.    The  discussions 
centered  around  the  fact  that  we  are  entering  an  eighteen  month 
fiscal  period  with  many  unknowns.    Added  to  this  is  the  need  for  a 
large  bond  issue  for  the  Proctor  School.    There  was  no  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  all  the  Finance  Committee  members  that  renovations  must  be 
made  NOW  on  the  Library.    It  is  no  longer  a  safe  building  for  the 
townspeople.    With  this  in  mind,  the  Finance  Committee  felt  that, 
economically,  it  was  better  to  do  the  addition  to  the  Library  at  the 
same  time  as  the  renovations  were  being  done.    Probable  changes  to 
the  plans  and  duplications  of  effort,  if  the  addition  was  deferred, 
would  increase  the  total  cost  to  the  Town,  it  was  felt.    Thus,  the 
recommendation  to  do  the  total  project  now. 

Forty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the 
Proctor  School  and  for  reconstruction,  remodeling,  rehabilitation  and 
modernization,  including  original  equipment  and  furnishings,  of  the 
existing  Proctor  School,  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation 
shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  A  SUM  OF 
MONEY  FOR  CONSTRUCTING,  ORIGINALLY  EQUIPPING  AND  FURNISHING  AN  ADD- 

ITION TO  THE  PROCTOR  SCHOOL,  AND  FOR  RECONSTRUCTION,  REMODELING,  RE- 
HABILITATION AND  MODERNIZATION,  INCLUDING  ORIGINAL  EQUIPMENT  AND 

FURNISHING,  OF  THE  EXISTING  PROCTOR  SCHOOL. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action  on  this 
article  at  this  time  for  two  important  reasons:    Need  and  financial  re- 

imbursements from  the  State.    As  with  the  Library,  the  Proctor  School 
building  is  in  drastic  need  of  refurbishing  to  meet  the  public  safety 
standards  and  education  criteria.    The  second  consideration,  State  re- 

imbursements, forces  the  project  to  be  done  immediately.    We  are  still 
considered  a  "depressed"  town  and  as  such  will  receive* a  65%  reim- bursement on  our  total  costs  and  interest  on  the  loan.    Next  March 
Topsfield  will  not  be  eligible  for  this  assistance. 

Forty-Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  the  Building Code  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  as  it  now  exists;  and  accept  the  Board 
of  Standards  Building  Code  -  Form  Std-10  -  as  the  Building  Code  for the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  Chapter  143,  and  so  that  the  sections  of  said  code  which  refer 
to  one-  and  two- family  dwellings  shall  be  included  in  the  compulsory provisions  of  this  code,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  R.  SMITH,  Chairman 
FREDERIC  C.  HARTMAN 
HERBERT  M.  LUZ 
JULIE  G.  PHALEN 
MICHAEL  E.  TYLER 
HERBERT  WASS 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650 

Total  Valuation 
(Taxable  Property) 
(Non- Taxable  Property) 

Number  of  Homes  1,460 

Churches  Year  Established 

Population 1900 
1950 
1960 
1965 
1970 
1973 

$30,367,091.00 
$  4,154,185.00 

Area  in  Square  Miles 
Miles  of  Town  Roads 

1,030 
1,409 
3,347 
4,375 
5,193 5,500 

12.86 
49.75 

Congregational 
Catholic 
Episcopal 
Lutheran 

1MT 
1945 
1957 
1961 

No.  of  School  Children  -  Oct  1-73 

Elementary  K-6  871 
Junior  High  7-8  331 
High  School  566 

Town  Water  [hydrants ) 
Covers  78%  of  homes  $  businesses  Fire 

Library 

Volume  -  No.  of  books 
25,500 

Circulation  59,000 
Hours :    10-12  $  2-9 

(Monday  through  Friday) 
10-  2  Saturday 

(Closed  Saturday  during  summer) 

Protection 
Police  -  Full  Time:  Chief, 

Sergeant,  6  Patrolmen 
Call  Department 

Communications  Center:    Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Call  911 

Town  Hall:  Business  -  Information  887-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02133 

State  Senator  William  L.  Saltonstall  -    3rd  Essex  District 

State  Representative     Robert  C.  Buell  12th  Essex  District 

Federal  Legislators  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
State  Senators:         Edward  M.  Kennedy 

Edward  W.  Brooke 
Congressman:  Michael  J.  Harrington        6th  District 

Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1973-1974 

ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr. 
Selectmen  Chairman     Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr. 

Clerk         Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 
John  Sanger 

Town  Clerk    Francis  N.  Carter 
Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle 
Town  Collector  Deborah  D.  Moulton 
Road  Surveyor    William  T.  Gamble 
Assessors    Chairman     John  B.  Gamans 

Clerk         David  Jordan 

Anthony  D'Agostino 
School  Committee    .  .  .  Chairman     Carlotta  Tyler 

Vice-Chmn   J.  Richard  Relick 
Suzanne  L.  Hart 

Barbara  Hartford* 
Erma  Scarff  -  appt 

Donald  Cox* Dennis  Shinn  -  appt 
Regional  District  School  Committee : Paul  Johnson* 

Glenn  M.  Fay,  William  D.  Johnson  -  appt 
Superintendent  Car let on  Porter* 

Susanne  Kimball  -  appt 
Thomas  A.  Grady 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District 
Agent  Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service 
District  Agent    James  N.  Chooljian 

Constable    Theodore  J.  Williams 
Tree  Warden  §  Moth  Superintendent    Wallace  H.  Kheeland 
Trustees  of  Town  Library  .... 

Chairman  Lynn  V.  Stevens 
Fin  Secy  Peter  A.  Wilson 
Secretary   Helen  Shackford 

Ganson  Purcell,  Jr.* 
Richard  P.  Denton  -  appt 
Richard  H.  St owe,  Jr. 

Barbara  K.  Booth* 
Marcia  Shepley  -  appt 

.    Harold  M.  Kitching 
Walter  K.  Anderson* 
Marshall  Dawes,  Jr.-  appt 
Charles  R.  Mann 

.    Joseph  P.  Friend 
David  P.  Small idge 
Harold  T.  Fletcher 

.    George  W.  Day 

Douglas  W.  Rankin* 
DeWayne  Whitehead  -  appt 
Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Park  Commissioners 

1976 

1975 1974 
1976 
1974 
1975 
1974 
1976 
1975 
1974 
1976 
1974 
1974 
1975 

1975 1975 
1976 

1976 
1975 
1975 
1976 
1976 
1974 

1974 

1976 

1976 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1976 
1975 

1976 1976 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1976 
1974 
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Planning  Board Chairman 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 

Donald  F.  Booth 
Jackson  0.  Welsh 

James  R.  Klock* 
Richard  Carlson  -  appt 
Alvah  H.  Balentine* 
Judson  Pratt  -  appt 
Robert  H.  Klar* 
James  Cavanaugh  -  appt 
C.  Lawrence  Bond 
Curtis  Campbell 
Francis  N.  Carter 

APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee  .  .  .  Chairman     Michael  E.  Tyler 
Frederic  C.  Hartman* 
Miles  J.  Leavitt  -  appt 
Herbert  M.  Luz* 
Herbert  Wass* 
Henry  Garten  -  appt 
Richard  R.  Smith 
Julie  G.  Phalen 

Police  Department  .  .  .  Chief          Roger  G.  Peabody# 
Sergeant     Harold  Moore 

Regular  Patrolmen     Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
William  H.  Howard,  Jr.* Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 
Orin  A.  Nelson 
Richard  F.  Little 
Robert  T.  Geary 
Russell  M.  Sanford 

Reserve  Patrolmen     Philip  S.  Girard 
Luigi  J.  Angel ine 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
William  T.  Gamble 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
R.  Paul  Desmaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 

Policewoman.  .  .  .    Nellie  R.  Peabody 
Special  Police  Officers 

John  W.  Dwinell 
Chester  A.  Hood 

Fire  Department  ....  Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 
Deputy  Chief  Howard  L.  Stultz 
Deputy  Chief  Robert  A.  Wood 
Captain  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 
Lieutenant  Gordon  Newton 
Lieutenant  Frank  Watson 
Lieutenant  Richard  Wyman 

Town  Accountant    Francis  N.  Carter 
Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 
Board  of  Health  Agent  John  Romanski 
Milk  Inspector  fj  Bd  of  Health  In  John  Romanski 
Sanitary  Engineer  John  Romanski 
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Dog  Officer   Howard  L.  Stultz 
Building  Inspector    Anthony  D'Agostino 
Gas  Inspector    Richard  E.  Crocker 
Plumbing  Inspector    Wendell  P.  Hall 
Wire  Inspector    Lester  E.  Shepard 
Inspector  of  Petroleum    Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Animal  Inspector    Howard  L.  Stultz 
Forest  Warden    Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures    .    John  W.  Dwinell 
Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal 

Alfred  N.  Andrews 
Clayton  Elliott 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  E.  Crocker 
Fred  Pickard 
Henry  Reed 

,    Harvey  W.  Perry 
Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers  George  N.  Earle 
Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper  Harry  W.  Fuller 
Field  Drivers  Harry  W. 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood 

Chester 
Trustees  for  Disbursement  of 

Poor  Funds  Alice 

Fuller 
A.  Hood. Sr. 

F.  Castle 

Raymond  S.  Roberts 
Leslie  B.  Fales 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest 
Control    .  .  Wallace  H.  Kheeland 

Burial  Agent   
Caretaker,  Soldiers  §  Sailors' Graves  John  R. 
Town  Forest  Committee    George 

Civil  Defense 

Gould W.  Day 

Laurence  C.  Dosh* 
J.  Robert  Klock  - John  J.  Hurley 

Director  Robert  A.  Wood 

appt 

1975 
1976 
1976 
1974 

Town  Insurance 

Deputy  Director  . 
Communications  .  . 
Radiological  Staff 

Officer  .... 
Aux  Fire  Dept  Off 
Radio  Officer  .  . 
Snowmobile  Officer 
Committee  .... 

Joseph  P. 
Robert  E. 

Friend Howlett , 
Jr. 

Sanitation  Committee 
Board  of  Health   John  Romanski 
Water  Department   Marshall  Dawes, 
At  Large   George  H.  Gage 
Chairman    Dean  Harwood 

Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 
Ronald  J.  Clewes 
Robert  L.  Savolainen 
Robert  W.  Skeffington 
Alice  F.  Castle 
Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr. 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  Comm. 
Dennis  Shinn 
John  J.  Bright 

Jr. 
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Night  Soil  Committee 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District 
Memorial  Day  Committee    .  .  .  . 

Regional  Vocational -Technical 
Planning  Committee      .  . 

Zoning  Appeal  Board 

Soil  Erosion  Board 

Long -Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee -Chairman 

Recreation  Committee  Chairman 

Conservation  Commission  Chairman 

Board  of  Registrars  .  .  Clerk 

Communications  Committee 
Chairman 

Tops fie Id  Conservation  Commission 
Tree  Planning  Committee 

(3-10-69  Letter  fr  Conserv  Comm) Chairman 

George  Her land 
John  Angeline 
Robert  C.  Ash 
John  W.  Peirce 
Douglas  Rankin  1975 
Clayton  H.  Elliott  1976 
Nathaniel  Wetherbee  1974 

Donald  Cox 
Jonathan  B.  Peck 
Helane  S.  Walker 
Charles  Evans  1975 
Raymond  S.  Roberts  1976 
Clayton  F.  Rock  1974 
Frank  Butler  -  Alternate 
Judson  W.  Pratt 
Clayton  F.  Rock 
Francis  Miller 

James  0.  Woodbridge  1975 
Hugh  Bogart  1975 
E.  Michael  Brown  1974 
Suzanne  Hart,  School  Committee 
Richard  Carlson,  Planning  Board 
William  J.  Kaehler  1976 
Thomas  H.  Englund  1974 
Mary  Wendel  1974 
Barbara  Wheatland  1976 
Gretchen  Stott 
George  C.  Hinkley,  Jr. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
James  Klock 
Waldo  H.  Smith 
John  A.  Harvey 
Pamela  Simpson 
Arthur  Quill 
Ganson  Purcell,  Jr. 
Barbara  Booth  1975 
Marlene  Schroeder  1976 
John  Nutter  1976 
Paul  Corcoran 
Elwood  D.  Bickford 
Richard  Carlson,  Planning  Board 
Francis  N.  Carter 
George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr.  1975 
John  J.  Hurley  1976 
Edward  T.  Welch  1974 

Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Wood 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Derek  Van  Etten 

Douglas  Rankin John  Nutter 
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Environmental  Control  Committee 
Chairman     John  Keohane 

John  Aiilson 
Charles  Curtis 
Charles  Evans 

Memorial  Plaque    Douglas  Rankin 
Warren  K.  Thurston 
John  W.  Peirce 

Council  on  Aging    .  .  .  Chairman     Gladys  C.  Andrews 
Audrey  Iarocci 
Leslie  B.  Fales 
Mary  Ann  Spring 
Henry  Farrell 
Margaret  Lewis 
Richard  Ryder 
Ellsworth  Parker 
M.  Doris  Rollfs 
Madeline  Coffin 
Elinore  Ansteensen 

North  Shore  Regional  Vocational 
School  District  Committee        Donald  H.  Cox 

For  Use  of  Facilities  at 
Masconomet  Judson  W.  Pratt 

John  R.  Bond 
Robert  Rice 
Ruth  S.  Repucci 

Housing  Authority  (GL,  Chap  121B. 

Sec  3  -  Art  26,  1972  .  .  .  '. 
Harold  E.  McGee 

Paul  S.  Best* Laura  Stover 
Edith  G.  Collins 
Robert  E.  Simms 
Peter  Hathaway 

Historical  Commission    Curtis  Campbell 
James  Fitzgerald 
Peter  W.  Beacham 
Curtis  Campbell 
Gordon  Brandes 
Ruth  E.  Brandes 
Peter  W.  Beacham 
Janice  M.  Beacham 
June  E.  Tilton 
Alice  B.  Warren 

Bicentennial  Commission  Chairman 

Historic  District  Study  Commission 
Chairman 
Secretary 

0.  E.  0  Chairman 

Committee  for  Better  Transportation 

1975 

1974 
1977 
1974 
1976 
1978 
1975 
1975 
1976 
1974 

Peter  W.  Beacham 
William  J.  Kaehler,  Jr. 
Curtis  Campbell 
James  J.  Fitzgerald 
Edwin  A.  Thompson,  Jr. 
James  K.  Castle 
June  E.  Tilton 
Stanley  Cohen 
Plynn  Williams 
Christopher  Raible 
L 
Arthur  Sullivan 1974 
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Local  Board  of  Health  Nurse  .  .  .  .Irene  McAfee 

Tri-Town  Council  on  Drugs 
Town  Representative  Dana  Gatlin 

Home  Heating  Assistance  Director     Robert  A.  Wood 
.Ambulance  Committee  Timothy  Johnson,  M.  D. 

Sally  R.  Kaizer 
Ruth  Brandes 
Harold  Moore 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Robert  A.  Wood 

*  Resigned 

I  Tenure 
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Date  of  Birth 

TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

BIRTHS 

Name  of  Child Names  of  Parents 

1975 

January  5 

January  23 

February  7 

February  9 

February  11 

February  13 

February  20 

February  21 

February  26 

February  28 

March  13 

March  27 

April  3 

April  12 

April  17 

May  20 

Gary  Judd  McClellan,  Jr. 

Todd  Hale  Morrison 

Sean  Adam  Corcoran 

Kristin  Elaine  Newell 

Mark  James  Coan 

John  Robert  Arathuzik 

Callie  Ann  Flynn 

Gwen  Kimberly  Lemire 

Matthew  Aaron  Estes 

Kirs ten  Joy  Watte rs 

Peter  Chandler  Sutcliffe, 

Jennifer  Lyn  Parsons 

Jonathan  David  Brown 

Rebecca  Ann  Currier 

Louisa  Anne  Turner 

Kevin  Heath  Jacobs on 
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Gary  Judd  McClellan 
Darlene  Elizabeth  Luz 

Robert  Hale  Morrison 
Susan  Mary  Gura 

Paul  Ambrose  Corcoran 
Taimi  Joanne  Erickson 

Kenneth  Robert  Newell 
Elaine  Marie  Mascatel 

Ralph  William  Coan,  Jr. 
Kathryn  Mary  Justin 

John  Edward  Arathuzik 
Dorothy  Joly 

David  Bruce  Flynn 
Lorraine  Anita  Smith 

Philip  White  Lemire 
Carol  Jean  Perry 

Richard  Warren  Estes 
Lillian  Barbara  Wolozik 

Edward  Anthony  Watters 
Diana  Peck 

Peter  Chandler  Sutcliffe 
Priscilla  Mary  Mayo 

Robert  Frost  Parsons 
Kathleen  Claire  Beecher 

David  Edward  Brown 
Denis e  Andree  Lemaitre 

Charles  Wesley  Currier 
Susan  Ruth  Elwell 

Richard  Randolph  Turner, 
Jr. 

Norma  Evelyn  Cranston 
Donald  Keith  Jacobs on 
Paula  Judith  Sullivan 



July  10 

July  12 

July  12 

August  3 

August  22 

August  27 

September  5 

September  12 

September  12 

September  18 

September  20 

September  23 

October  2 

October  4 

October  5 

October  1 

October  20 

November  2 

Joseph  Paul  Coughlin 

Kathie  Caldwell 

Jessica  Margaret  Englund 

George  Brendan  Ambrose 

Samantha  Elizabeth  Wood 

Matthew  William  Bodwell 

Justin  Edward  Need 

Christopher  Colby  Peabody 

Stephen  Douglas  Peabody 

Rachel  Fay re  Kondon 

Ian  David  Skane 

Cheri  Lee  Carter 

Tara  Gusmini 

David  Arthur  Symmes 

Kathleen  Marion  Snow 

Stephen  King  Evans 

Matthew  Robert  Sanner 

Robyn  Lee  Bucchiere 
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John  Thomas  Coughlin 
Pris cilia  Margaret  Maher 

William  Albert  Caldwell 
Barbara  Ann  Kaestner 

Thomas  Howard  Englund 
Susan  Margaret  Yulich 

George  Ernest  Ambrose 
Carol  Jean  Ellison 

Michael  Gray  Wood 
Pamela  Emmertt  Becker 

William  Bailey  Bodwell 
Susan  Elizabeth  Hagberg 

Richard  Oliver  Need 
Patricia  Anne  Wagner 

Jonathan  Colby  Peabody 
Norma  Louise  George 

Jonathan  Colby  Peabody 
Norma  Louise  George 

Nicholas  Hughes  Kondon 
Erna  Jane  Solomon 

Donald  Howard  Skane 
Jeannette  Louise  Harding 

Stephen  Vicary  Carter 
Donna  Mae  Evitts 

Vernon  Russell  Gusmini 
Judith  Anne  Donovan 

David  Perry  Symmes 
Diane  Elizabeth  Gagnon 

William  Edward  Snow 
Christine  Mildred  Scannell 

Roger  King  Evans 
Pauline  Peirce  Marean 

Robert  Frederick  Sanner 
Kristin  Marline  Stott 

John  Joseph  Bucchiere,  Jr. 
Julia  Barbara  Gondek 



November  19 

November  19 

November  19 

December  5 

December  8 

December  10 

December  30 

December  16 

Eric  Paul  Benoit 

Stephanie  Elizabeth  Northey 

Kris tan  Noell  Perry 

Allen  Joseph  Hardy 

Jesse  Christian  Geyer 

Randall  Jordan  Henshaw 

Matthew  Thomas  Gagnon 

Todd  Moulton  Spain 

Paul  Kevin  Benoit 
Susan  Marie  Ariansen 

David  Northey 
Joan  Elizabeth  Hopping 

Francis  Frederick  Perry 
Cheryl  Ann  Connor 

Richard  Clyde  Hardy 
Priscilla  Joan  Owen 

David  Alan  Geyer 
Christina  Lyn  Herrick 

Richard  Jordan  Henshaw, 
Jr. 

Diana  Gail  Pickard 

Henry  Thomas  Gagnon 
Marie  Elena  LaRiviera 

Batt  Lockard  Spain  III 
Mary  Alice  Devarenne 
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MARRIAGES 

1973 

January  13  Robert  S.  Nobozny  (Peabody) ,  son  of  John  S.  and  Ruth  F. 
(Connolly)  Nobozny.  Judy  L.  D'Agostino  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Pasquale  and  Phyllis  (Leach)  D'Agostino. 

January  13  Kenneth  M.  Pratt  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  John  and  Mildred 
(Osborne)  Pratt.    Dale  S.  Wesson  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  John  T.  and  Beatrice  M.  (Lammontague)  Wesson. 

February  3  Bradley  G.  Pickard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Fred  L.  and 
Viola  L.  (Boucher)  Pickard.  Paula  J.  Anderson  (Danvers) . 
daughter  of  Kenneth  L.  and  Pauline  Costa  (Doko)  Anderson. 

February  3  Frank  A.  Anzivino,  Jr.  (Needham) ,  son  of  Frank  A.  and 
Virginia  (Pickering)  Anzivino.    Judith  A.  Crowley  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Jerome  F.  and  Frances  (Butler) 
Crowley . 

March  10  Wayne  A.  Nicholson  (Ipswich),  son  of  William  F.,  Jr.  and 
Elaine  S.  (Saltarelli)  Nicholson.    Truong  Thi  Liem 
(South  Vietnam) ,  daughter  of  Truong  Van  Huong  and  Thai 
Thi  Suu. 

March  24  William  Alan  Shutzer  (New  York  City,  New  York),  son  of 
Sydney  J.  and  Audrey  (Wolff)  Shutzer.    Fay  Lampert 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  David  and  Irma  (Mendelsohn) 
Lampert . 

March  31  Paul  F.  Mercier  (Topsfield),  son  of  Paul  E.  and  Theresa 
L.  (McNeil)  Mercier.    Andrea  J.  MacWhinnie  (Ipswich), 
daughter  of  Richard  C.  and  Helen  A.   (Smith)  MacWhinnie. 

April  7  David  Leslie  Winchell  (Hudson  Falls,  New  York),  son  of 
Kenneth  R.  and  Majel  M.  (Saville)    Winchell.  Judith 
Elizabeth  Allen  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Theodore  E.  and 
Johanna  E.  (Blaauw)  Allen. 

April  7  Robert  Edward  Thibeau  (Peabody) ,  son  of  Gilbert  and 
Agness  (Barron)  Thibeau.  Nancy  Lynne  Schulte  (Boxford) 
daughter  of  Roger  and  JoAnne  (Elsesser)  Schulte. 

April  13  Richard  Walker  Skeffington  (Topsfield),  son  of  Richard 
Walker  and  Eleanor  E.  (Robinson)  Skeffington.  Helen 
Martina  (Mansfield)  Mead  (South  Hamilton) ,  daughter  of 
Walter  J.  and  Shirley  M.  (Gatchell)  Mansfield. 

April  14  Clifford  A.  Whicher,  Jr.  (Danvers),  son  of  Clifford  A. 
and  Mary  (Brezenski)  Whicher.    Sheila  E.  Desmarais 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Wilfred  S.  and  Eileen  B. 
(Irving)  Desmarais. 
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May  5  James  Joseph  Prince  (Wakefield),  son  of  William  T.  and 
Jean  P.  (Colnan)  Prince.    Cynthia  Elaine  McColley 
(Lynnfield) ,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Hazel  C.  Leddar 
McColley. 

May  6  Christopher  J.  Blunt  (Tops fie Id) ,  son  of  Charles  H.  and 
Glenda  D.  (Akeley)  Blunt.    Donna  J.  Brophy  (Tops fie Id) , 
daughter  of  Albert  C.  and  Margaret  (Ross)  Brophy. 

May  19  Richard  Reid  DeMark,  Jr.  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Richard  R. 
and  Dorothy  (Gooden)  DeMark.    Harriet  Follansbee  Barr 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Judith  (Perkins) 
Barr. 

May  27  John  Gray don  Kidd,  Jr.  (Durham,  North  Carolina) ,  son  of 
John  Gray  don  and  Maudine  (Adams)  Kidd.    Maryjoan  O'Brien 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  Clement  Gerald  and  Joan  Hope 
(Uniac)  O'Brien. 

June  9  George  T.  Faris,  IV  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Samuel  S.  and 
Mary  (Dolan)  Faris,  II.    Julia  (Gregory)  Webster  (Tops- 
field),  daughter  of  Clark  and  Dorothy  (Ferguson)  Gregory, 
Jr. 

June  9  George  David  Bishop  (South  Haven ,  Michigan) ,  son  of  Rex 
R.  and  Lillian  (Bedwell)  Bishop.  Jane  Andrew  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  William  C.  and  Evelyn  (Huntley)  Andrew. 

June  16  Daniel  F.  Dinardo  (Monroeville,  Pennsylvania),  son  of 
Noe  and  Gloria  (Rosatto)  Dinardo.    Andrea  J.  Begin  (Tops- 
f ield) ,  daughter  of  Donald  R.  and  Nancy  E.  (Killam) 
Begin. 

June  16  Edward  Scott  Crosbie  (Methuen) ,  son  of  John  A.  and  Paul- 
ine (Jackson)  Crosbie.  Patricia  Elaine  McKeon  (Topsfield) 

daughter  of  Donald  F.  and  Phyllis  (Anderson)  McKeon. 

June  30  Andrew  Moffat  Shepard  (West  Boxford) ,  son  of  Robert 
Andrew  and  Eugenia  (Melzar)  Shepard.    Judith  Louise 
Humphrey  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Robert  A.  and  Eliza- 

beth Louise  (Allen)  Humphrey. 

June  30  David  W.  Hattman  (Gloucester) ,  son  of  Walter  and  Ethel 
(Coste)  Hattman.    Elizabeth  M.  Scales  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Robert  B.  and  Marie  (Muise)  Scales. 

July  1  Richard  J.  Henshaw,  Jr.  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Richard  J.  and 
Elizabeth  J.  (MacLeod)  Henshaw.    Diana  G.  (Pickard) 
Shields  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Fred  L. ,  Sr.  and  Viola 
L.  Boucher)  Pickard) 

July  14  George  J.  LaBreche,  Jr.  (Tallahassee,  Florida),  son  of 
George  J.  and  Marion  (Sandoz)  LaBreche.    Betsey  Gage 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Frances  (Irvine) 
Gage. 
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July  14  Gregg  R.  Kimball  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Peter  R.  and 
Marion  (Gregg)  Kimball.    Mary  Teece  (Springfield), 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Hamilton)  Teece. 

July  14  Richard  William  Brisbois  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Albert  W.  and 
Ruth  (Nash)  Brisbois.    Helen  Frances  Tierney  (Danvers), 
daughter  of  Stephen  P.  and  A.  Irene  (Walsh)  Tierney. 

July  14  Steven  F.  Gerow  (Topsfield),  son  of  William  Arthur  and 
Elizabeth  (Hills)  Gerow.    Kathleen  G.  George  (Danvers), 
daughter  of  Ernest  and  Eileen  (Carty)  George. 

July  14  James  A.  Gates,  III  (Cape  Porpoise,  Maine),  son  of 
James  A.,  Jr.  and  Martha  (Foster)  Gates.    Martha  A. 
Mills  (Cape  Porpoise,  Maine),  daughter  of  Marvin  A.  and 
Esma  (Collins)  Mills. 

July  28  Eugene  Gustave  Strenkowski  (Schnectady,  New  York),  son 
of  Chester  S.  and  Irene  F.  (Sekowski)  Strenkowski. 
Carol  Diane  Dorman  (Gloversville ,  New  York),  daughter  of 
Jesse  Willard  and  Esther  (Briggs)  Dorman. 

August  4  Felix  J.  Cotti  (Beverly),  son  of  Felix  J.,  Sr.  and  Laura 
(Bolla)  Cotti.  Christine  A.  Caples  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Arthur  E.  and  Anna  (Byra)  Caples. 

August  4  James  A.  Vogt  (Topsfield),  son  of  George  H.  and  Anne  B. 
(Selmser)  Vogt.  Nancy  M.  Martinuk  (Middle ton) ,  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Kathryn  N.  (Drinkwater)  Martinuk. 

August  5  George  H.  F.  Croteau  (Salem) ,  son  of  George  F.  and  Helen 
(Walsh)  Croteau.    Pauline  Gilford  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Elbridge  H.  and  Iva  Grace  (Taylor)  Gilford. 

August  11  Dana  P.  Nelson  (Rumney,  New  Hampshire),  son  of  John  C. 
and  Katherine  (Gavin)  Nelson.    Lee  E.  Richman  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Robert  A.  and    M.  Jacqueline  (Willett)  Rich- man. 

August  11  Charles  H.  Mercer  (Danvers),  son  of  Allen  Martin  and 
Elin  Marie  (Anderson)  Mercer.    Marjorie  M.  (Martin) 
(Carlson)  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Clay  Ross  and  Doris 
Bertha  (MacArthur)  Martin. 

August  11  James  R.  Veinot  (Topsfield),  son  of  Charles  G.  and 
Elizabeth  L.  (Maynard)  Veinot.    Janet  Elizabeth  Coletti 
(Swampscott) ,  daughter  of  Frank  G.  W.  and  Doris  Arlene 
(Leighton)  Coletti. 

August  18  Everett  TenBrook  (Marion),  son  of  Arthur  P.  and  Sarah 
Isabella  (Dobson)  TenBrook.    Anne  (Blackmar)  Bixby 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  A.  Edward  and  Dorothy  (Bernard) 
Blackmar. 

August  18  Donald  I.  Desmond,  Jr.   (Topsfield),  son  of  Donald  I. 
and  Alicia  (Palczinski)  Desmond.    Jeanne  L.  Lindh  (Pea- 
body)  ,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Betty  (Styles)  Lindh. 



August  25  Edward  0.  Maguire  (Montreal,  Canada),  son  of  John  E.  and 
Rose  (Ryan)  Maguire .    Kathryn  R.  Reeves  (Topsf  ield)  , 
daughter  of  Raymond  and  Vera  (Howes)  Reeves. 

August  25  John  Leonard  Larson,  Jr.  (Greenville,  Maine),  son  of 
John  L.  and  Helen  C.  (Diehl)  Larson.  Judith  Marie 
Kramer  (Haverhill),  daughter  of  George  F.  and  Anna 
(Lug)  Kramer. 

May  11  Gregory  Vermeil  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Everett  and  Eileen 
R.  (McCauley)  Vermeil.    Lynn  Ann  Lukowiak  (Lakewood, 
New  Jersey),  daughter  of    Clarence  F.  and  Betty  L. 
(Ingram)  Lukowiak. 

September  1        Arthur  N.  Newton  (Topsfield),  son  of  Gordon  B.  and 
Luella  (Currier)  Newton.    Cynthia  I.  Francis  (Essex), 
daughter  of  John  M. ,  III  and  Helen  I.  (Nunes)  Francis. 

September  8        Stephen  H.  Negus  (Peabody) ,  son  of  Philip  and  Ann  (Olsen) 
Negus.    Linda  J.  Trust  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Thomas 
W.  and  June  (Dyson)  Trust. 

September  10       Kevin  J.  Garry  (Topsfield),  son  of  John  B.  and  Margaret 
(Liebertz)  Garry.    Donna  L.  Irving  (Beverly),  daughter 
of  Arthur  P.  and  Jean  (Reagan)  Irving. 

September  14       Thomas  M.  Vitale  (Topsfield),  son  of  Hector  F.  and  M. 
Virginia  (Pothier)  Vitale.  Susan  Brown  (Boxford)  daugh- 

ter of  William  E.  and  Rebecca  (Caldwell)  Brown. 

September  16       Charles  A.  Twombly,  III  (Beverly),  son  of  Charles  A., 
Jr.  and  Florence  (Shepard)  Twombly.    Sandra  Jane  Steele 
(Marblehead) ,  daughter  of  Robert  and  June  (Heftye) 
Steele. 

September  22       Warren  Joseph  Little  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Joseph  P.  and 
Mary  F.  (Capen)  Little.    Sandra  Joy  (Olson)  Iverson, 
daughter  of  Harold  A.  and  Katherine  L.  (Bradt)  Olson. 

September  22       Roy  E.  Wicks  (Belmont),  son  of  Everett  K.  and  Margaret 
(Greenland)  Wicks.  Susan  E.  Corns tock  (Topsfield),  daugh- 

ter of  Edward  B.  and  Gwendolyn  R.  (Morgan)  Corns tock. 

October  5  Robert  T.  Mercier  (Topsfield),  son  of  Paul  E.  and  T. 
Louise  (McNeil)  Mercier.    Joanne- M.  Mas  tone  (Peabody), 
daughter  of  Dominic  J.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Saladino) 
Mas tone. 

October  6  Charles  Theodore  Harris,  III  (Cambridge),  son  of  Charles 
T.,  Jr.  and  Rebecca  (Britt)  Harris.    Philinda  D.  Shepley 
(Cambridge),  daughter  of  Robert  G.  and  Marcia  (Beebe) Shepley. 
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October  6  George  H.  Curtis  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Charles  N.  and 
Sally  (Gage)  Curtis.    Elizabeth  Roche  (Newbury),  daugh- 

ter of  Arthur  and  Ruth  (Bement)  Roche. 

October  7  Edward  F.  Carey  (Topsfield),  son  of  William  F.  and  Anne 
T.  (Short)  Carey.    Catherine  Ingalls  (Woburn) ,  daughter 
of  Clarence  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Dube)  Ingalls. 

October  13  Joseph  V.  Jones,  Jr.  (Topsfield,  son  of  Joseph  V.  and 
Marie  (Wilcor)  Jones.  Velda  G.  Schmidt  (Rowley),  daugh- 

ter of  Julian  E.  and  Alice  M.  (Schmidt)  Schmidt. 

October  20  John  H.  Tabberrah (Haverhill) ,  son  of  George  Elwyn  and 
Evelyn  I.  (Haynes)  Tabberrah.  Dianne  E.  Bloss  (Tops- 
field),  daughter  of  Harold  F.  and  Rosamund  (Preston) 
Bloss. 

October  20  Richard  W.  Mason  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Warren  C.  and  Joan 
L.  (Scranton)  Mason.  Patricia  K.  Lindh  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Sidney  R.  T.  and  Ruth  E.  (Styles)  Lindh. 

October  20  George  William  Dyer  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Henry  and 
Amanda  (Houtenbrink)  Dyer.  Janine  M.  Paquette  (Norwood) , 
daughter  of  Victor  E.  and  Nance  (Bouthelier)  Paquette. 

October  26  William  R.  Dunn  (Danvers) ,  son  of  William  LeRoy  and 
Ethel  C.  (Kinsman)  Dunn.  Carol  M.  (Chew)  Colburn  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Eleanor  L.  (Hickey)  Chew. 

October  27  David  E.  Carlton  (Salem),  son  of  Everett  E.,  Jr.  and 
Loretta  J.  (Hojnowski)  Carlton.    Kathleen  M.  O'Brien 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Florence  P.  (Power) 
O'Brien. 

October  31  James  H.  Flynn,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  H.  and 
Ida  (Sauchelic)  Flynn.    Nancy  (Williams)  Kehoe  (Tops- 
field) ,  daughter  of  Joseph  L.  and  Helen  (Hall)  Williams. 

November  10        William  C.  Cusack,  Jr.  (Boxford) ,  son  of  William  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Bugbee)  Cusack.    Carol  H.(Hersey)  Vincent 
(Winchester) ,  daughter  of  Thayer  and  Sylvia  (Robbins) 
Hersey . 

November  9  Roger  P.  Friend  (Boxford),  son  of  J.  P.  and  Louise 
(Eldridge)  Friend.    Chris  Eve  Earle  (Topsfield) ,  daugh- 

ter of  George  and  Doris  (Anderson)  Earle. 

November  18        Walter  F.  Fieldsa,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Walter  F.  and 
Doris  (Assapki)  Fieldsa.    Karen  L.  Tagholm  (Surrey, 
England) ,  daughter  of  Leslie  Frederick  and  Peggy 
(Ritchie)  Tagholm. 

17 



November  24        Steven  Lewis  Wheeler  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Lewis  N.  and 
Arlene  B.  (Noyes)  Wheeler.    Deborah  Mary  Klock  (Tops- 
field)  ,  daughter  of  James  R.  and  Shirley  (Knickerbocker) 
Klock. 

December  21        Robert  R.  Turcotte  (Seabrook,  New  Hampshire),  son  of 
Roland  R.  and  Georgette  (Talardy)  Turcotte.  Cheryl 
H.  (Haag)  Brown  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Robert  A.  and 
Margaret  (Ayer)  Haag. 

December  28        Charles  E.  Peters,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Charles  E. 
and  Christine  E.  (Wheeler)  Peters.    Shirley  Rebecca 
Woodward  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Dick  M.  and  Jacquelyn 
(Yelverton)  Woodward. 

18 



DEATHS 

1973 

January  3  Albert  F.  Kaste,  son  of  Albert  and  Agina  (Van  de  Viel) 
Kaste.  Age  68  years,  8  months,  6  days.  Buried  in  Tops- field. 

January  14  Paul  A.  LaRocca,  son  of  Carmelo  and  Sarah  (Saparito) 
LaRocca.  Age  52  years,  1  month,  27  days.  Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

March  3  Helen  Poor,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Janes) 
Poor.    Age  93  years,  10  months,  20  days.    Buried  in 
Salem. 

March  23 

May  2 

On  or  About 
February  9 

May  24 

July  8 

August  3 

August  28 

August  29 

Agnes  (Farquhar)  MacLennan,  widow  of  Donald  MacLennan 
and  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Alexandrina  (Young) 
Farquhar.    Age  89  years,  11  months,  14  days.  Buried 
in  Topsfield. 

Teresa  Slater,  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  (Griffin) 
Slater.    Age  82  years.    Buried  in  Maiden. 

Elizabeth  Louise  (Allen)  Humphrey,  wife  of  Robert  A. 
Humphrey  and  daughter  of  Harlan  and  Daisy  (Bevins) 
Allen.    Age  47  years,  15  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Corinne  B.  (Rich)  Pace,  widow  of  Ernest  L.  Pace  and 
daughter  of  Edgar  and  Cora  (Perkins)  Rich.    Age  77 
years,  9  months,  23  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Clarence  E.  Groves,  son  of  Frank  E.  and  Clara  (Cannon) 
Gr0ves.    Age  81  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Anna  M.  (Colnan)  Lightfoot,  widow  of  Thomas  Lightfoot 
and  daughter  of  Colnan.    Age  89  years,  4  months,  11 
days.    Buried  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Ruth  H.  (Woods)  Thompson,  wife  of  Raymond  H.  Thompson 
and  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Edith  Jane  (Bowness)  Woods 
64  years,  6  months,  13  days.    Buried  in  West  Peabody. 

Richard  G.  Larsen,  aka  Richard  G.  Brophy,  son  of 
Richard  and  Joyce  E.  (Wood)  Larsen.    Age  13  years,  8 
months,  7  days.    Buried  in  Carlisle,  Massachusetts. 

September  21       Katherine  (Murray)  Driscoll,  widow  of  Driscoll  and 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Coghlan)  Murray.    Age  85 
years,  9  months,  21  days.    Buried  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
New  York. 
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September  28       Stephen  Patrick  Tierney,  II,  son  of  Stephen  P.,  Sr. 
and  Carrie  Frances  (Littlefield)  Tierney.    Age  66  years, 
11  months,  6  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

October  5  William  Augustus  Perkins,  son  of  James  W.  A.  and  Nellie 
A.  (Gallup)  Perkins.    Age  82  years,  4  months,  15  days. 
Buried  in  Topsfield. 

October  7  William  G.  Sawyer,  son  of  William  G.  and  Sarah  (Carpenter) 
Sawyer.    Age  75  years. 

October  9  Myra  (Morrison)  Van  Den  Noort,  wife  of  Judokus  Van  Den 
Noort  and  daughter  of  Myron  and  Clara  (Johnson)  Morrison. 
Age  79  years,  1  month,  10  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

November  4  Clarence  Hunter,  aka  Clair  Hunter,  son  of  Myles  and 
Bessie  (Munn)  Hunter.    Age  82  years,  1  month,  17  days. 
Buried  in  Hayesville,  N.  B. 

November  16        Frederick  Barker,  son  of  Clarence  W.  and  Minnie  (Barthol- 
omew) Barker.    Age  89  years,  7  months,  22  days.  Buried 

in  North  Branford,  Connecticut. 

November  21        Anna  M.  O'Dwyer,  widow  of  Thomas  O'Dwyer.    Age  86  years, 
4  months,  18  days.    Buried  in  Woodside,  New  York. 

December  29        Anne  C.  (Logie)  Buntin,  widow  of  Wallace  A.  Buntin,  Sr. 
and  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  L.  (Dunn)  Logie. 
Age  89  years.    Buried  in  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 

Date 

1973 

Feb 

Feb 

17 

20 

May  6 

June  17 

Aug  14 

Sept  3 

Dec  27 

DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 

Years      Mos.  Days 

Phillip  White,  Winchester,  Mass.  (ashes)  77 

John  Wesley  Gibbons,  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York  (ashes  April  12) 

Francis  D.  Brainard,  Danvers,  Mass. 

Ethel  W.  MacArthur,  Newburyport,  Mas-s. 

Madelene  F.  Gibbons,  Brunswick,  Maine 
(ashes  August  18) 

Ella  May  Todd,  Osterville,  Mass.  (ashes October) 

Stephen  G.  Luxton,  Beverly 

83 

70 
81 

71 

94 

67 

9 

18 

5 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

March  19,  1973 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of  the 
Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:05  p.m.  and  he  declared 
a  quorum  was  present.    The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the 
Constable,  stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by 
law. 

The  Moderator  welcomed  Girl  Scout  Troop  #26  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  The 
Moderator  stated  that  a  recommendation  by  the  Finance  Committee  constituted  a 
motion  duly  made  and  seconded  and  open  for  debate.    He  corrected  the  fifth 
paragraph  under  Article  Fifth  of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  November  8,  1972 
to  read  as  follows : 

"The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  discussion  on  the  motion  to amend  Article  Fifth.    There  was  no  discussion.    He  then  called  for 
a  vote  on  the  motion  to  amend  the  article  and  the  amended  article 

was  so  voted." 

First    To  near  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting.  Mr. 
Smitn  of  the  Finance  Committee  made  a  few  comments  on  Article  Fourth  about 

the  18-month  budget  and  made  the  following  corrections  on  1973-1974  18-Month 
Budget  Recommendations  Compared  with  the  1971  and  1972  Expenditures: 

21 
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Mr.  Jonathan  Bond,  Linebrook  Road,  commented  that  his  motion  on  Article  Fifth 
of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  November  8,  1972  was  for  Ledgewood  Circle  to  be 
named  Ledgewood  Road. 

Second  To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box.  The  following 
is  the  list  of  jurors: 

RnnalH   T  rripatham Simprvi  sor LX LJ  \_<  X  V  X.  O  \J  X 1 971 -1  3  /  X. 
Harolrl  C     T  i  n  c\ s  t rom I  1CX  X  d  X.  VX.     V_j  •        L.ll  ilu?  L  X  ' —  111 Anal  v<^t 1971 
Anna  M  Tnhncnn IMULCL    1*1  •  UUlllloUli HnmpmaVpr 1  Q71 X.7  1  X 
I'ULllaCl    LI.  riCLUlCI "F-pTTlTll  OA/"^rl OCXX  UHpiUjCU 1  Q71 X.7  /  X 
Patricia  R  RiitIpv Hnmprnakpr 1  971 x  y  i  x 
Howard  D .  \\ ood Educator 1971 
Tnna  \I     T  arrrnPTt J.  lllld.    1*1.     JLiCUiipCl  L Hnmpmalcpr 1  lVJJllCillcLIVC  1 1  971 
Marcrarpt    T     Rpcn  i Homemake  r 1971 
Harriot  P.  Nutter Homemake  r 1971 
Ann  \\  i  1  rnx Homemake  r 1971 
A  "I  -i  re*  R     Wa  rrpn Dpt  i  rpfl 1 971 
Al i rp  F  Rlau^pr Homemake  r 1971 
Ani"honv  A     T  pnnTP Truck  Driver 1971 
Elinore  M.  Ansteensen Homemake  r 1972 
Gladvs  M  Rickford Homemake r 1972 
Ruth  Rourhard H  omemake  r 1972 
Rose  Chrissis Homemake  r 1972 
Ieslie  R  Fales Retired 1972 
Maura  Jolinson H  omem  ake  r 1972 
June  M.  Kenny Homemake r 1972 
Marguerite  King Homemake  r 1972 
Doris  Cronkhite Homemake  r 1972 
Avis  R.  Longo Homemake r 1972 
Ceci 1  A  Pavne Contract  Manager 1972 
Arthur  P  Prentiss HI    Llll.ll       X    •       I    L  d  1  l  Retired 1972 
.Anna  L.  Rosenkranz Homemake r 1972 
Ma  rv  W  SanoPT 1  Inmpmaker 1  lUlllvJllCUW-  X 1972 
Tr>nn  '-Irhiniarhpr L^l  11 1      J  l_  1  1  1  *. . .  '.1  L.  i  1  _  J Pilot 1972 
Rettvianp  Ualsh LJ W  U  L.  V    1  Ci_l  1V--      n  CLX  Jll Homemake r 1972 
MaTv    Tanp  I^iihp rial]'     •JcUlV-*  uUUC 1  lompmakpr 1972 
IjUUIjC  nll^lC 1  InmpmaVpT 1973 

Robert  C.  Ash Retail  Salesman 1973 

Anna  M.  Cavalieri Homemake r 1973 
Barbara  11.  Cohen Homemake r 1973 
George  A.  Crowe Manager 1973 
Barbara  Drislane Homemaker 1973 
David  E.  Estey Sales  Engineer 1973 
Norma  Feinberg Homemaker 1973 
Charlotte  A.  Guest Homemaker 1973 
Patrick  A.  Hagan Auto  Broker 1973 
Mary  A.  iiingston Homemake  r 1973 
Robert  F.  Kimball Service  Man 1973 
Ann  J.  Kuftinec Homemaker 1973 
Mary  E.  Maloney Homemaker 1973 
Pia  J.  Miller Homemaker 1973 
Irene  R.  Nissen Real  Estate 1973 23 



T.  Dean  Publicover 
John  G.  Ray 
Heniy  Smidt 
Walker  R.  Steward 
Kenneth  W.  Swain,  Jr. 
Alice  B.  Taylor 
Dale  0.  Turner 
Mats  E.  Viggh 
Richard  M.  Wadden 

Insurance  Agent 
Glass  Engineer 
Leather  Business 
Retired 
Insurance 
Homemaker 
Purchasing  Agent 
Research  Engineer 
Accountant 

1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1973 

The  above  jury  list  was  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the 
18-month  period  beginning  January  1,  1973,  in  accordance  with  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  Acts  in  amendment  thereof,  and  including  in 
addition  thereto,  Chapter  849  of  the  Acts  of  1969,  as  amended,  and  to  renew 
any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in 
accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue 
for  the  18-month  period  beginning  January  1,  1973,  in  accordance  with  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  Acts  in  amendment  thereof,  and  including  in 
addition  thereto,  Chapter  849  of  the  Acts  of  1969,  as  amended,  and  to  renew  any 
note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance 
with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Fourth  To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways  and  all 
other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective 
officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of  expending  same. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways,  and  all  other  Town  expenses  and  fix 
the  total  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  for  the  18 -month 
period  from  January  1,  1973  through  June  30,  1974,  in  accordance  with  the 
amounts  set  forth  below: 

Moderator 
Selectmen:  Chairman 

Clerk 
Other  Member 

$  45.00 600. .00 

1,200.00 450.00 
Town  Treasurer 
Assessors:  Chairman 6,375.00 

2,700.00 
1,200.00 
1,200.00 

Clerk 
Other  Member 

Planning  Board:  Chairman 
Clerk 

525.00 
375.00 

Town  Clark 
Road  Commissioner 

Tree  Warden  -  Aggregate  not  to  exceed  $900 
1,875.00 14,750.00 900.00 

to  be  charged  to  applicable 
Moth,  Shade  Tree,  and  Elm  Beetle 
appropriations . 24 



The  Finance  Committee  further  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropri- 
ate the  amounts  shown  in  the  following  budget: 

General  Government  (1.91  of  total) 
Moderator fin ,  uu 
Selectmen 

Z,ZbU . 
,  UU 

Town  Accountant 
1 , UbU . 

.  UU 
Town  Treasurer 

0, j/j, 
nn 

.  UU 
1  UVMl 6  000. 00 
Assessors 

s'ioo! 

!oo Insurance  Committee  Clerk 300. ,00 
Trust  Fund  Clerk 

75. 
,00 

Town  Clerk 
1,875. 

,00 
Planning  Board 900. 

,00 Lister 675. .00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 50,715. 
,00 

Elections 
5,000, 

.00 
Town  Hall 11,689. 

,00 Selectmen's  Special 
3,750. .00 Sub -Total:    General  Government 95,799. ,00 

Protection  of  Persons  §  Property  (5.5%  of  total) 
Police  Department 61,101. 00 
Fire  Department 39,658. 

00 
Communications  Center 46,120. 

.00 

Moth  Department 
2,400. 

00 

Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department 675. 
.00 

Shade  Tree 
9,500. 

,00 
Dutch  Elm  Disease 

6,500. 
.00 

Poison  Ivy  Control 300. ,00 
Wire  Inspector 

2,250. 

,00 

Plumbing  Inspector 
1,500. 

,00 
Building  Inspector 

3,000. 
,00 

Gas  Inspector 375. ,00 
Dog  Fund 

900. 
,00 

Dog  Officer's  Expense 
1,500. 

.00 
Animal  Inspector 

750. 

.00 

Civil  Defense 
2,500 .00 Conservation 
1,500 

.00 
(See  Note  2) 

Sub-Total:    Protection  of  Persons  §  Property 179,529.00  (See  Note  1) 

Mealth  and  Sanitation  (2.3%  of  total) 
Health  Department  11,903.00 
Sanitary  Landfill 710.00 

Sub-Total:    Health  and  Sanitation  100,613.00 

Highways  (4.4%  of  total) 
General  Highway  63,000.00 
Removing  Snow  and  Ice  74,000.00 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance  11,037.00 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance  10,500.00 
Chapter  90,  Construction  8,250.00 
Road  Machinery  Fund  10,000.00 

4,000.00 12,000.00 
Building  Maintenance 
Street  Lighting 

Sub -Total:    Highways  _  192,787.00 25 



Water  Department  (2.0%  of  total) 
Operations  and  Expenses $  87,000.00 

Planning  Board  (0.1%  of  total) 
Clerical  and  Consultant 
updating  Town  Map  and  Street  Numbers 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses 
Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Sub- Committee  for  Review  of  Bus.  §  Ind.  Areas 

Sub -Total:    Planning  Board 

3,750.00 750.00 
675.00 

5,175.00 

Education,  School  Department  -  Elementary  (28.61  of  total) 
General  Expenses  36,011.00 
Expenses  for  Instruction  873,029.00 
Auxiliary  Agencies  105,331.00 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant  122,135.00 
Programs  with  Other  Districts  5,180.00 
Community  Services  2,400.00 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  4,711.00 

Sub-Total:    Elementary  School  1,148,797.00 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School  (45.2%  of  total) 
General  Control  Apportionment 
Net  Debt  Apportionment 

Sub-Total:    Regional  School 

1,728,513.55 
150,657.17 

1,879,160.72 

Library  (1.4%  of  total) 
Operation  and  Expenses 60,000.00 

Recreation  (0.9%  of  total) 
Park  Dep ar tment 
Recreational  Facilities 

Sub-Total:  Recreation 

25,000.00 
15,900.00 
40,900.00 

Cemeteries  (0.4%  of  total) 
Operations  and  Expenses 17,500.00 

Pensions  (1.1%  of  total) 
Essex  Ccunty  Retirement  Fund 51,828.00 

Soldiers'  Benefits  (0.4%  of  total) 
Veterans'  Service  Center 
Veterans'  Benefits 

Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits 
7,027.00 12,000.00 

19,027.00 

Unclassified  (1.3%  of  total) 
Town  and  Census  Reports 
Memorial  Day  Observance 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves 
Insurance 

Long -Range  School  Planning 
Group  Life  and  Hospital  Insurance 

Sub-Total:  Unclassified 26 

6,000.00 
1,600.00 

75.00 
27,500.00 

23,300.00 
58,475.00 



Interest  on  Long-Term  Bonds  (1.0%  of  total) 
School  Bonds  8/65 
Water  Bonds  5/49 
Water  Bonds  5/61 
Water  Bonds  8/66 
Water  Bonds  9/72  (Tower) 
School  Bonds  9/54 
School  Bonds  9/54 
School  Bonds  3/62 
School  Addition  Bonds  12/68 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 
Town  Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 
Fire  Station  Bonds  12/69 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  6/71 

Sub-Total:    Interest  on  Long-Term  Bonds 

Interest  on  Short-Term  Notes  (0.5%  of  total) 

48.75 

3,759.00 
9,545.00 200.00 

50.00 

11,200.00 
1,062.50 693.00 

693.00 

6,250.00 
4,945.00 

38,446.25 

22,500.00 

Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (3.0%  of  total) 
Water  Bonds  5/61 
Water  Bonds  8/66 
Water  Bonds  9/72 
School  Bonds  9/54 
School  Bonds  9/54 
School  Bonds  3/62 
School  Addition  Bonds  12/68 
Town  Kali  Remodeling  8/66 
Town  Library  Remodeling  8/66 
Fire  Station  12/69 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  6/71 
School  Bonds  8/65 
Water  Bonds  5/49 

Sub-Total:  Principal 

Total  Budget  Recommendations 

3,000.00 
10,000.00 
20,000.00 

1,000.00 
4,000.00 

50,000.00 
25,000.00 
3,000.00 
3,000.00 

10,000.00 

 129,000.00 

$4,126,536.97  (See  Note  1) 

Total  Special  Articles  Estimated 
(To  be  raised  and/or  transferred 
from  available  funds) 827,993.00 

Total  All  Recommendations 4,955,529.97 

Estimated  State  and  County  Charges  200,000.00 

GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  RECOMMENDATIONS  AND  ESTIMATES  $5,155,529.97 

Note  1:    The  total  Police  Budget  is  $129,101.    $68,000  of  this  budget  is  to  be 
funded  by  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  in  Article  5.    The  total  Protection 
Budget  is  $247,529.    The  total  budget  recommendation  in  Articles  4  and 
5  is  $4,411,735.97. 

Note  2:    As  amended. 
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The  Moderator  then  asked  if  there  was  any  discussion  on  Article  Fourth.  Mr. 
Robert  Wood,  Director  of  Civilian  Defense,  gave  a  report  on  the  monies  the 
Town  appropriates  for  civil  defense  and  made  a  motion  that  the  Finance  Com- 

mittee recommendation  be  changed  from  $1,500  to  $2,500.    Mr.  Smith  of  Finance 
Committee  explained  the  reasons  behind  the  committee's  thinking.    The  Moderator 
then  called  for  a  vote  on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  recom- 

mendation to  change  the  appropriation  for  the  civil  defense  from  $1,500  to 
$2,500.    The  Town  voted  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  for  the 
civil  defense  recommendation.    The  Town  then  voted  in  favor  of  the  Finance 

Committee's  recommendations,  as  amended. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Revenue  Sharing  Account  I 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  expenses  of  the  Police  Department,  which  are 
not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four,  or  take  any  action  relative  theretJI 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  $68., 000. 00  from  1 
the  Revenue  Sharing  Account  for  expenses  of  the  Police  Department,  which  are 
not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four. 

At  this  point,  Mary  Wendel,  Parsonage  Lane,  moved  to  advance  Article  Forty-First. 
Mrs.  Wendel  explained  the  reasons  for  this  being  necessary  because  the  action 
of  the  Town  Meeting  had  to  be  reported  to  the  Department  of  Education,  School 
Assistance  Bureau,  no  later  than  March  20,  1973. 

Forty -First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  construct- 
ing, originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the  Proctor  School 

and  for  reconstruction,  remodeling,  rehabilitation  and  modernization^  including 
original  equipment  and  furnishing,  of  the  existing  Proctor  School,  and  to  de- 

termine whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise, 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Moderator  pointed  out  that  for  this  article  to  pass  required  a  two-thirds vote  of  the  Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $748,500 
for  constructing,  originally    equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the 
Proctor  School,  and  for  reconstruction,  remodeling,  rehabilitation,  and 
modernization,  including  original  equipment  and  furnishing,  of  the  existing 
Proctor  School,  that  to  raise  this  appropriation,  $200,000  is  appropriated 
from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  $580  is  transferred  from  Surplus  Revenue,  and 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow 
$648,000  under  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948  as  amended,  provided  that  the 
total  authorized  borrowing  shall  be  reduced  by  any  matching  stabilization 
fund  payment  from  the  State,  and  that  the  Long-Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  is  authorized  to  take  all  action  necessary  to  carry  this 
out. 

The  Moderator  called  for  a  vote  on  Article  Forty-First.    The  vote  found  450  in 
favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  and  15  against  the  recommendation. 
Therefore,  Article  Forty-First  carried. 

Mary  Wendel  then  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  Article  Forty-First.    The  Moderator 
declared  it  a  practice  of  this  Town  that  a  vote  can  be  reconsidered  only  once 
during  Town  Meeting.    There  was  no  discussion.    The  Town  voted  not  to  reconsider 
Article  Forty-First. 28 



Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of  the 
income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library  Trustees. 
b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate  all 
or  any  part  of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library  Trustees. 
b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  receipts 
of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate  $3,500.00 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  to  install  a 
drainage  system  along  Hydrangea  Avenue  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 

"available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  the 
Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  the  sum  of  $25,000.00  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Xinth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted 
prior  to  January  1,  1973. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Public  Highways  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
Public  Highways  for  the  ensuing  contract. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State  to  the 
Town  LTBrary  made  in  1972,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a  grant  of 
$1,959.38  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1972.    Said  grant  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees  for  such  purposes,  if  any, 
as  may  be  stipulated  in  the  grant. 29 



Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  Assessor  to  take  a 
sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  Surplus 
Revenue  $14,716.00  to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  work.  Reim- 

bursement from  the  State  to  be  restored  to  Surplus  Revenue  upon  receipt. 

Fourteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Maintenance  of 
Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Construction 
of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  Surplus 
Revenue  the  sum  of  $16,500.00  to  meet  the  State's  and  County's  share  of  the 
work.    Reimbursement  from  the  State  and  the  County  to  be  restored  to  Surplus 
Revenue  upon  receipt. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

The  Stabilization  Fund  has  been  used  in  its  entirety  to  support  the  new  ad- 
ditions to  the  Proctor  School  contemplated  in  Article  41  on  this  year's 

Warrant.    No  additional  school  construction  projects  are  anticipated  in  the 
next  fiscal  period;  therefore  eliminating  the  need  for  a  Stabilization  Fund 
during  that  time. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1971  station  wagon  and 
purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser  and  to 
raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,700.00  to  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to 
be  used  as  a  police  cruiser. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Fire  Department  Board  of  Engineers,  to  purchase  seven 
demand-type  self-contained  breathing  masks  to  be  in  compliance  with  the 
existing  State  laws,  and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto.  xn 



The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  seven 
demand- type  self-contained  breathing  masks  to  be  in  compliance  with  existi State  laws. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with the  advice  of  the  Communications  Committee,  to  purchase  a  common- control 
radio  console  for  the  use  of  the  Communications  Center  and  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Tops field Housing  Authority,  under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section 
19,  to  defray  the  initial  costs  of  conducting  necessary  housing  surveys,  pre- 

paring site  plans,  conducting  percolation  and  other  necessary  tests  and  secur- 
ing property  appraisals  relating  to  prospective  sites  for  housing  projects  with- 

in the  scope  of  authority  of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  or  take  any  action relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $1,000.00  for  the  use  of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority, 

under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  19. 

Twenty -First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  (upon 
such  terms  as  they  deem  advisable),  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14 
of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Topsfield  for  certain  property  in  Topsfield,  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan,  said  point  is  located 
300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common  Street;  thence  running  southerly  530  feet 
more  or  less  to  an  iron  pipe  and  stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  the  tennis  court,  thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or  less  to  East 
Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High  Street;  thence  running  southeasterly 
along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams;  thence  running 
northeasterly  220.6  feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running 
southeasterly  250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  on 
various  courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Northey  and  other  land  of  said  church  to  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Jordan;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land  to  the  point 
of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Con- 

gregational Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass.,  Surveyed  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond, 
Reg'd  Surv. ,  August  2,  1960  -  Scale  1"  equals  50  ft.1';  said  property  to  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners;  and  to  raise  and 
assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  lease,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  five  (5)  years,  with 
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the  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for  the  property  (as  described  in 
Article  Twenty-One  foregoing) ,  said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners;  and  to  transfer  from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum 
of  $5.00  as  consideration  for  lease  of  the  described  property. 

Twenty- Second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  and  plant- 

ing of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the  assistance  of  The 
Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  to  pur- 

chase and  plant  same  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

John  Nutter  made  a  motion  to  amend  Article  Twenty-Two  to  read:    To  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conservation 
Commission  to  purchase  and  plant  same.    The  Town  voted  against  Mr.  Nutter's motion. 

Mr.  William  Regii  made  a  motion  to  amend  Article  Twenty-Two  to  read:    That  the 
Town  vote  to  raise  and  assess  and  appropriate  $1,500.00  for  the  purchase  and 
planting  of  shade  trees ,  to  be  planted  on  public  property  only  to  replace  trees 
that  have  been  destroyed.    The  Town  then  voted  against  Mr.  Regii' s  amendment. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $1,500.00  for  the  purchase  and 
planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-Committee  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  to 
purchase  and  plant  same. 

Twenty -Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or  amend  and 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 

Section  XI    Development  Regulation 

Appearance 

1.    Avoidance  of  uniformity  in  the  exterior  design  and  appearance  of 
buildings  erected  in  the  same  residential  neighborhood  is  intended  to  prevent 
the  harmful  effects  of  such  uniformity  in  the  desirability  of  immediate  and 
neighboring  areas,  in  the  impairment  of  benefits,  stability  and  value  of  both 
improved  and  unimproved  real  properties  in  such  areas,  and  in  the  loss  of 
taxable  revenue  to  the  Town,  and  to  prevent  deterioration  of  conditions 
affecting  the  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  of  the  inhabitants. 

a.    Except  as  provided  in  Section  IX  (in  provisions  concerning 
the  Board  of  Appeals) ,  no  building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  the  erection  of 
any  building  for  occupancy  as  a  dwelling,  if  it  is  like  or  substantially  like 
any  building  on  an  abutting  lot,  then  in  existence,  or  for  which  a  building 
permit  has  been  issued,  in  more  than  three  of  the  following  respects: 

1.  Height  of  main  roof  ridge  (or  highest  point  of  the  roof 
beams  of  a  flat  roof)  above  the  first  floor. 

2.  Length  of  main  roof  or  roof  ridge. 
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3.  Width  between  outside  Vails  at  the  ends  of  the  building 
measured  under  the  main  roof  at  right  angles  to  the  length  thereof. 

4.  Relative  location  of  the  windows  in  the  front  or  any  side 
elevation. 

5.  Relative  location  with  respect  to  each  other  of  garage,  if 
attached;  porch,  if  any;  and  the  remainder  of  the  building  in  the  front  elevation. 

b.    Buildings  shall  be  deemed  to  be  like  each  other  in  any  dimension 
with  respect  to  which  the  difference  between  them  is  less  than  two  feet. 

2.    Promotion  of  Harmonious  Development :    In  order  to  promote  harmony 
in  architectural  treatment  and  avoidance  of  incongruous  or  inappropriate  character 
or  architectural  appearance  and  arrangement  of  buildings  detrimental  to  the 
property  values  of  adjoining  owners  or  the  community,  no  building  permit  shall 
be  issued  for  any  new  building  or  structure  in  a  business  district  until  plans 
showing  proposed  location  and  external  appearance  shall  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  review,  comment  and  suggestions,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Planning  Board.    The  plans  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  approved  if  no  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  within  three  weeks  of  submission  of 
the  plan. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Twenty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or  amend  and 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  zoning  by-laws  as  follows: 

Section  VII    Area  Regulations 

6.    Computation  of  Lot  Area 

a.  In  computing  the  area  of  any  lot,  no  part  of  a  pond,  river,  major 
stream  or  wetland  shall  be  included. 

b.  At  least  one  contiguous  acre  in  the  Outlying  Residential  and 
Agricultural  District,  and  the  total  area  in  the  Inner  Residential  and  Agri- cultural District  and  in  Central  Residential  District  shall  be  buildable  land 
with  original  and  undisturbed  soils  dry  enough  to  permit  construction  of  a 
dwelling  and  appurtenances  thereto,  and  the  grade  of  said  lot  shall  not  exceed 
20  per  cent  in  slope. 

c.  The  Planning  Board  may  require  indication  on  subdivision  plans  or 
on  plot  plans  the  general  location  on  a  lot  or  proposed  buildings,  and  to  de- termine the  existence  of  sufficient  buildable  land. 

The  Topsfield  Planning  Board  proposed  the  following  amendments  to  Article  Twenty- 
Four  of  the  March  19,  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant: 

Change  Paragraph  6. a.  of  Section  VII  by  adding  the  word  "buildable"  im- 
mediately preceding  the  word  "area". 

Change  Paragraph  6.b.  of  Section  VII  by  replacing  "one  contiguous  acre" 
with  "30,000  contiguous  square  feet"  in  the  first  line.  In  the  second  line, 
remove  "the  total  area".    In  Line  3,  change  "in  Central  Residential"  to 
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"20,000  contiguous  square  feet  in  the  Central  Residential".    Change  Line  6  from 
"grade  of  said  lot  shall  not  exceed  20  per  cent  in  slope"  to  "grade  of  the 
buildable  area  shall  not  exceed  20  per  cent  in  slope." 

The  twenty- fourth  article  now  reads: 

Section  VII    Area  Regulations 

6.    Computation  of  Lot  Area 

a.  In  computing  the  buildable  area  of  any  lot,  no  part  of  a  street, 
pond,  river,  or  major  stream  or  wetland  shall  be  included. 

b.  At  least  30,000  contiguous  square  feet  in  the  Outlying  Residential 
and  Agricultural  District,  and  in  the  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District 
and  20,000  contiguous  square  feet  in  the  Central  Residential  District  shall  be 
buildable  land  with  original  and  undisturbed  soils  dry  and  permeable  enough  to 
permit  construction  of  a  dwelling  and  appurtenances  thereto,  installation  and 
use  of  facilities  for  disposal,  and  the  grade  of  the  buildable  areas  shall  not 
exceed  20  per  cent  in  slope. 

c.  The  Planning  Board  may  require  indication  on  subdivision  plans  or 
on  plot  plans  of  the  general  location  on  a  lot  of  proposed  buildings,  and  to 
determine  the  existence  of  sufficient  buildable  land. 

Before  the  Town  is  the  Planning  Board's  motion  to  amend  Article  Twenty-Four.  The 
Town  voted  for  the  Planning  Board's  amendment  to  Article  Twenty-Four. 

Now  before  the  Town  is  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  that  the  Town 
vote  to  adopt  the  zoning  by-law  as  amended.    The  Moderator  noted  that  this 
will  require  a  two- thirds  vote  to  pass.    The  vote  to  adopt  the  zoning  by-law 
as  amended  was:    406  in  favor  and  11  against.    The  article,  as  amended  passed. 

Twenty -Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance 
for  municipal  purposes  of  approximately  2-1/4  acres  of  land  from  Victoria  T. 
Steward;  said  land  is  contiguous  with  the  Steward  School  property  and  shown  on 
a  plan  entitled,  "#281  Perkins  Row,  Topsfield,  Mass.  surveyed  for  Victoria  T. 
Steward  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd.  Surv. ,  Dec.  1971;  Scale  1"  equals  50'"; 
a  copy  of  said  plan  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk;  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  the  gratui- 
tous conveyance  of  approximately  2-1/4  acres  of  land  from  Victoria  T.  Steward; 

said  land  is  contiguous  with  the  Steward  School  property  and  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled  "#281  Perkins  Row,  Topsfield,  Mass.  surveyed  for  Victoria  T.  Steward 
by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd.  Surv.,  Dec.  1971;  Scale  1"  equals  50'".    Said  land 
is  more  particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Northeasterly  by  V.  T.  Steward  access  road  by  two  courses  of  250.05  feet 
and  270.0  feet; 

Southeasterly  by  land  of  V.  T.  Steward,  100  feet; 
Southwesterly  by  land  of  Steward  School,  497.53  feet;  and 
Northwesterly  by  Perkins  Row  by  two  courses  of  122.12  feet  and  135.0  feet. 

Said  land  contains  2.20  acres.     (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 
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Twenty -Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  convey 
to  the  Beechill  Corp.,  247  Newbury  Street,  Peabody,  Mass.,  a  60-foot  strip  over 
property  owned  by  the  Town  as  shown  on  plan  dated  September  28,  1972  of  Red  Pine 
Acres  for  not  less  than  one  dollar;  the  deed  shall  contain  the  provision  that  the 
property  shall  revert  to  the  Town  if  a  way  that  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Town  as 
a  public  way,  is  not  constructed  over  said  strip  within  five  years  of  the  date  of 
said  deed,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.     (Plan  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Twenty -Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  a 
public  way,  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries,  and  measurements  of 
said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Select- 

men, all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Definitive  Plan  and  Profile  Ledgewood  Circle, 
Topsfield,  Mass.,"  dated  August  22,  1966,  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept 
a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  "Ledgewood  Circle" 
as  a  public  way,  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries,  and  measurement 
of  said  "Ledgewood  Circle"  as  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Definitive  Plan  and  Profile  Ledgewood 
Circle,  Topsfield,  Mass.,"  dated  August  22,  1966  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Ledgewood  Circle". 

Twenty- Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compensate  certain  members  of 
the  Police  Department  for  their  incentive  pay  earned  in  1972  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Article  Thirty-First  of  the  1972  Annual  Town  Meeting,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess,  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,338.00  to  compensate  certain  members  of  the  Police 
Department  for  their  incentive  pay  earned  in  1972  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 

visions of  Article  Thirty-First  of  the  1972  Annual  Meeting. 

Twenty -Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  compensate  the  Chief  of  Police, 
Roger  G.  Peabody,  for  additional  compensation  due  in  1972,  under  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  1082  of  the  Acts  of  1971,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $1,660.00  to  compensate  the  Chief  of  Police,  Roger  G. 

Peabody,  for  additional  compensation  due  in  1972  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  1082  of  the  Acts  of  1971. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered 
or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services,  Inc.,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $500.00  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 

Health  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education 
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Services,  Inc.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter 
40,  Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended. 

Thirty-First  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  education  and 
prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Jordan  Patkin  made  a  motion  to  amend  Finance  Committee  recommendation  from 
$2,500.00  to  $3,000.00.    After  much  discussion,  Town  voted  in  favor  of  amend- 
ment. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for  drug  education  and  prevention,  such  funds 
to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Thirty- Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  authorize  the  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  purchase  a  "Breathalyzer",  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  Surplus 
Revenue  $1,000.00  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of 
Police,  to  purchase  a  "Breathalyzer". 

Thirty -Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  "Pingree 
Lot"  off  Bare  Hill  Road  in  Topsfield.    Said  lot  is  described  in  a  deed  from  the 
Naumkeag  Trust  Company,  Trustee,  to  Clark  S.  Sears  and  recorded  in  the  Essex 
South  District  Registry  of  Deeds,  Book  5416,  Page  20,  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Thirty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  install  and  improve  drainage 
conditions  on  the  access  road  to  the  Witch  Hill  Water  Storage  Tank  and  on  Garden 
Street,  said  expenditure  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  $3,235.91  to  install  and  improve  drainage  conditions  on  the  access 
road  to  the  Witch  Hill  Water  Storage  Tank  and  on  Garden  Street,  said  expenditure 
to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 

Thirty-Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Vocational  Regional  School 
District  Planning  Committee  for  said  committees'  expenses,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of  1972,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate $7,044.75  to  the  Vocational  Regional  School  District  Committee  for 

said  Committee's  expenses  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  545  of the  Acts  of  1972. 
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Thirty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Road  Commissioner,  to  purchase  a  "truck -mounted  sander"  and  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner,  to  purchase  a  "truck -mounted  sander" 
and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,800.00  for  such  purpose. 

Thirty-Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield  By-Laws: 

Delete  Article  I,  Section  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof:    "The  Annual  Meet- 
ing shall  be  called  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  after- 

noon. .    The  election  of  Town  Officers  and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as  can 
legally  be  placed  upon  the  ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  after 
the  second  Tuesday  in  May  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  may  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

Also,  delete  Article  II,  Section  1,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof:    "The  Select- 
men shall  issue  the  Warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  the  first  Saturday  in 

March  and  shall  make  available  the  Annual  Report  containing  a  copy  of  the  Annual 
Warrant  to  the  voters  at  least  seven  days  before  the  Annual  Town  Meeting." 

One  motion  was  made  to  change  the  day  from  Tuesday  to  Saturday.    This  motion 
did  not  pass. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  Article  to  change  the  time  from  8:00  to  7:00 
p.m.    The  vote  was  76  in  favor;  65  opposed.    The  amendment  to  change  time  was 
passed. 

Now  before  the  Town  is  the  Finance  Committee  recommendation  as  amended,  which 
reads: 

Delete  Article  I ,  Section  3,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof:    "The  Annual  Town 
Meeting  shall  be  called  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.    The  election  of  Town  Officers  and  the  vote  upon  such  questions  as 
can  legally  be  placed  upon  the  ballot,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday 
after  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  and  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  and  may  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

Also,  delete  Article  II,  Section  1,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof:  "The 
Selectmen  shall  issue  the  Warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  the  first 
Saturday  in  March  and  shall  make  available  the  Annual  Report  containing  a 
copy  of  the  Annual  Warrant  to  the  voters  at  least  seven  days  before  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

The  Town  voted  in  favor  of  the  amended  Finance  Committee  recommendation. 

Thirty-Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Accountant 
to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  accounts  to  the  Surplus 
Revenue  accounts: 

a.  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase  $3,040.00 
b.  1969  Brush  Chipper  6.55 
c.  Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

or  take  any  action  thereto.  yj 



The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Town 
Accountant  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  following  accounts 
to  the  Surplus  Revenue  Accounts: 

a.  Garden  Street  Land  Purchase  $3,040.00 
b.  1969  Brush  Chipper  6.55 
c.  Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

Thirty-Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Sanitary  Land 
Fill  Bond  Interest  Account  $2,000.00  to  reimburse  the  Town  for  $2,000.00  paid 
as  partial  payment  for  land  purchased  from  the  Videtta  Corporation  per  authority 
of  a  Town  Meeting  held  on  November  30,  1970,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  the 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Bond  Interest  Account  $2,000.00  to  reimburse  the  Town  for 
$2,000.00  paid  as  partial  payment  for  land  purchased  from  the  Videtta  Corporation 
per  authority  of  a  Town  Meeting  held  on  November  30,  1970,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Fortieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  constructing, 
originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the  Town  Library  for  re- 

modeling, reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  existing  Town 
Library,  and  for  the  cost  of  additional  equipment  therefor  and  to  determine 
whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 
The  article  was  withdrawn  by  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees. 

Forty -Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  delete  the  Building  Code  for  the 
Town  of  Topsfield  as  it  now  exists;  and  accept  the  Board  of  Standards  Building 
Code  -  Form  Std. -10  as  the  Building  Code  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  143,  and  so  that  the  sections  of  said 
code  which  refer  to  one-  and  two-family  dwellings  shall  be  included  in  the  com- 

pulsory provisions  of  this  code,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

A  motion  was  made  that  this  article  should  be  tabled  at  this  time .    The  Moderator 
announced  that  to  table  an  article  requires  a  two-thirds  vote.    The  vote  was 
108  to  table  article;  17  not  to  table  article;  therefore,  the  article  was  tabled 
at  this  time. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  12:15  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  20,  1973. 

At  7:00  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  20,  1973,  the  polls  were  declared  open  until 
7:00  p.m.,  when  they  were  declared  closed  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 

Philip  Kendall  Vito  Costanza  Dorothy  Roberts 
Pauline  Hyde  Virginia  Vitale  Jean  Kitching 
Marion  R.  Cyr  Helen  L.  Thompson  Muriel  Houser 
Marion  Kimball  Dorothy  Day  Gladys  Bickford 
Clarence  Kneeland  Margaret  Sullivan  Susan  G.  Lord 
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The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  875.    This  agreed 
with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers.    The  Moderator, 
Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box  and  the  whole  number  was 
875.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted,  and  declaration  thereof  made  in 
open  town  meeting  as  follows: 

Moderator  (one  year) 
John  Kimball,  Jr. 

814* 

Selectman  (three  years) 
John  A.  Sanger 

780* 

Assessor  (one  year  to  fill  vacancy) 
David  B.  Jordan 

763* 

Assessor  (three  years) 
Antonio  D'Agostino 

774* 

School  Committee  (three  years) 
Beverly  A.  Guarino 303 
Dennis  B.  Shinn 

512* 

Tree  harden  (one  year) 
Wallace  H.  Knee land 

807* 

Road  Surveyor  (three  years) 
William  T.  Gamble 

767* 

Park  Commissioner  (three  years) 
J.  Putnam  Friend 303 
DeWayne  E.  Whitehead 

507* 

Constable  (one  year) 
Theodore  J.  Williams 

773* 

Commissioner  of  Cemetery  (three years) 
David  P.  Smallidge 

767* 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (three  years 
Curtis  Campbell 

762* *Elected 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (three  years) 
Marcia  B.  Shepley  564* 
Lynn  V.  Stevens  687* 

Water  Commissioner  (three  years) 
Walter  K.  Anderson  767* 

Regional  District  School  Committee 
(three  years) 
Susanne  M.  Kimball  741* 

Regional  District  School  Committee 
(two  years)  (to  fill  vacancy) 
William  D.  Johnson  612* 
Ann  J.  Kuftinec  206 

Planning  Board  (five  years) 
John  P.  Wood  299 

Richard  Carlson  509* 
Planning  Board  (one  year)  (to  fill  vacancy) 

James  M.  Cavanaugh  283 
Judson  W.  Pratt  291* 
Barbara  Wheatland  263 
Richard  Carlson  6 

Planning  Board  (three  years)  (to  fill 
vacancy) 

Donald  F.  Booth  515* 
Charles  F.  Bryant  311 
Richard  Carlson  6 

Tops fie Id  Housing  Authority 
Paul  S.  Best  716* 
Edith  G.  Collins  698* 
Harold  E.  McGee  697* 
Robert  W.  Simms  737* 

A  True  Copy  Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

June  11,  1973 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of  the  Town 
thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:05  p.m.  in  the  Steward 
School  auditorium.    The  Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable,  stating  that 
said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee  consti- 
tuted a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

There  were  no  reports. 

Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  petition 
the  General  Court  to  allow  the  Town  to  hold  its  regular  and  special  Town 
Meetings  in  the  Town  of  Boxford,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  at  the  Masco- 
nomet  Regional  School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  petition  the  General  Court  to  allow  the  Town  to  hold  its  regular  and 

special  Town  Meetings  in  the  Town  of  Boxford,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts, 
at  the  Masconomet  Regional  School. 

Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  convey  to 
the  Beechill  Corp.,  247  Newbury  Street,  Peabody,  Massachusetts,  an  easement  for 
nor  more  than  five  years  in  a  60-foot  strip  over  property  owned  by  the  Town, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  dated  September  28,  1972  of  Red  Pine  Acres  for  not  less 
than  one  dollar;  said  easement  shall  provide  that  the  grantee  may  construct 
a  road  over  said  land  and  do  all  things  necessary  or  incidental  to  the  con- 

struction of  a  road,  upon  such  terms  as  the  Selectmen  shall  deem  advisable, 
and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

After  some  discussion  of  this  article,  and  before  the  Town  vote,  the  Moderator 
stated  that  this  article  required  a  two- thirds  vote. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  convey  to  the  Beechill  Corp.,  247  Newbury  Street,  Peabody, 
Massachusetts,  an  easement  for  not  more  than  five  years  on  a  60-foot  strip 
over  property  owned  by  the  Town,  as  shown  on  a  plan  dated  September  28,  1972  of  Red 
Pine  Acres  for  not  less  than  one  dollar;  said  easement  shall  provide  that  the 
grantee  may  construct  a  road  over  said  land  and  do  all  things  necessary  or  inci- 

dental to  the  construction  of  a  road,  upon  such  terms  as  the  Selectmen  shall  deem 
advisable,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health. 40 



Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the 
advi ce  of  the  Communications  Committee,  to  purchase  a  common- control  radio 
console  for  the  use  of  the  Communications  Center  and  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

The  voice  vote  was  challenged,  so  a  standing  vote  was  taken,  the  results  of 
which  were:    In  favor  of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  of  no  action  -  103; 
against  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  -  97.    Therefore,  the  Finance  Com- 

mittee's recommendation  of  no  action  passed. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  remodel- 
ing, reconstruction  or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Topsfield  Public 

Library  Building,  including  the  construction  of  a  stair  tower  and  exit  ramp  and 
to  pay  all  costs  necessary  or  incidental  thereto,  and  for  the  cost  of  additional 
equipment  therefor,  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  should  be  raised 
by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$152,000.00  for  remodeling,  reconstruction,  or  making  extraordinary  repairs 
to  the  Topsfield  Public  Library,  including  the  construction  of  a  stair  tower 
and  exit  ramp  and  all  costs  necessary  or  incidental  thereto,  and  that  the  Town 
vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for  the  cost  of  additional  departmental 
equipment  therefor;  that  to  raise  these  appropriations  $40,000.00  shall  be  in- 

cluded in  the  current  tax  levy;  $15,000.00  is  to  be  transferred  from  the  Revenue 
Sharing  Account,  and  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is 
authorized  to  borrow  $100,000.00  under  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended; 
and  that  the  Library  Trustees  are  authorized  to  take  all  other  action  necessary 
to  carry  out  this  vote. 

Following  the  Finance    Committee's  recommendation,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Trustees  read  a  statement  and  showed  slides  on  how  this  money  will  be  used. 
After  some  discussion,  the  Moderator  stated  that  this  article  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  pass.    A  standing  vote  was  taken.    The  results  were:    In  favor 
of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  -  200;  against  -  21.    Therefore,  the 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  so  voted. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  avail- 
able  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  authorize  the  Recreation  Committee 
to  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  tennis  courts  on  land  given  to  the  Town 
and  accepted  by  Article  Twenty- Fifth  of  the  March  19,  1973  Town  Meeting;  said 
tennis  courts  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  said  committee;  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $16,000.00  and  authorize  the  Recreation  Committee  to  con- 

tract for  the  construction  of  two  tennis  courts  on  land  given  to  the  Town  and 
accepted  by  Article  Twenty-Fifth  of  the  March  19,  1973  Town  Meeting;  said 
tennis  courts  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Committee. 
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Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  abolish  the  presently  existing  Building 
Code  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  and  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt  the  following 
by-law: 

THE  BUILDING  CODE  FOR  TIE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 

Section  1.    Adoption  of  Building  Code.    That  a  certain  document,  one  copy  of 
which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  being 
marked  and  designated  as  "The  BOCA  Basic  Building  Code,  Fifth  Edition,  1970"  as 
published  by  the  Building  Officials  Conference  of  America,  Inc.,  be  and  is  hereby 
adopted  as  the  Building  Code  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 

setts, for  the  control  of  buildings  and  structures  as  herein  provided;  and  each 
and  all  of  the  regulations,  provisions,  penalties,  conditions,  and  terms  of  the 
BOCA  Basic  Building  Code,  Fifth  Edition,  1970,  are  hereby  referred  to,  adopted 
and  made  a  part  hereof,  as  if  fully  set  out  in  this  ordinance,  with  the 
additions,  insertions,  deletions  and  changes,  if  any,  prescribed  in  Section  2 
of  this  ordinance. 

Section  2.    Additions,  Insertions  and  Changes. 

Section  100.1  -  Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name  of 
municipality",  two  places. 

Section  107.1  -  Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name  of 
municipality",  one  place. 

Section  116.1  -  Add  the  following  to  the  existing  section:  "Demolition 
and  removal  of  debris  must  be  executed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  safeguard  persons 
in  the  area  or   passersby  from  injury  and  adjoining  properties  from  damage.  Before 
a  permit  can  be  issued,  a  written  release  from  the  Selectmen,  stating  their  ap- 

proval of  proposed  site  for  deposit  of  debris,  must  be  submitted  to  Building  In- 
spector." 

Section  118.3  -  Delete  from  Section  118.3  and  substitute  as  follows: 
third  line,  delete  from  word  "location";  "Location  on  the  same  lot  shall  be  at 
rate  prescribed  by  the  Selectmen." 

Section  118.4  -  Second  line,  delete  from  word  "building":  "Building 
or  structure  be  as  prescribed  by  the  Selectmen." 

Section  118.51  -  Add  the  following  at  end  of  section:  "Swimming 
pools.  The  fee  for  a  permit  to  build  a  swimming  pool  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Selectmen." 

Section  122.3  -  Violation  Penalties:    Insert  "the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  (100.00)"  in  the  space  provided. 

Section  123.2  -  Delete  the  words  "not  less  than          dollars  or  more 
than           dollars"  (4th  and  5th  lines)  and  substitute  the  figure  of  $50.00". 

Section  126.3  -  Compensation  of  Board  of  Survey:    Delete  after  word 
"fee"  and  insert  "as  prescribed  by  the  Selectmen." 

Section  127.2  -  Delete  entire  section  and  insert  as  follows:  "Con- 
stitution of  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  the  Topsfield  By- 
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Section  127.32  through  127.6  -  Delete  all  sections. 

Section  200  -  Scope:    Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of 
"name  of  municipality". 

Section  200.2  -  Application  of  Other  Laws:    Insert  "the  Town  of 
Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name  of  municipality". 

Section  300  -  Scope:    Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of 
"name  of  municipality". 

Section  301.0  through  305.2  -  Delete  entire  sections. 

Section  306.2,  309.1,  309.11  -  Delete  words  "fire  districts  and 
fire  limits". 

Section  312.0  through  312.91  -  Delete  entire  sections. 

Section  314.0  through  314.2  -  Delete  entire  sections. 

Section  609.1  -  Add  at  end  of  section:    "all  rooms  accommodating 
10  or  more  people  or  an  individual  living  unit  in  an  apartment  must  have  two 
independent  means  of  egress  leading  to  separate  exits  remote  from  each  other, 
so  arranged  that  to  reach  one  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  pass  through  a  common 
corridor  or  space." 

Section  903.54  -  Delete  "fire  limits"  and  substitute  "central 
residential  district"  in  second  row. 

Section  1308.21  -  Insert  "10"  in  the  space  provided  in  the  second line. 

Section  1308.22  -  Insert  "5"  in  the  space  provided  in  the  second line. 

Section  1408.1  -  Delete  words  "in  the  sum  of          as  herein  required" 
and  substitute  "in  a  sum  as  prescribed  by  Selectmen." 

Section  1408.2  -  Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name 
of  municipality". 

Section  1703.1  -  Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name 
of  municipality". 

Section  1900.4  -  Insert  "the  Town  of  Topsfield"  in  lieu  of  "name 
of  municipality". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  abolish  the  presently 
existing  building  code  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  and  adopt  the  By-Law  and  amend- 

ments thereto,  as  stated  in  Article  Seventh  of  the  Warrant.. 

Mr.  John  Wood  of  the  Building  Committee  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee's recommendation  and  insert  under  Section  2,  Additions,  Insertions  and 

Changes,  between  Section  107.1  and  Section  116.1,  the  following: 
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Section  111.5  -  Delete  entire  section  and  insert:    "No  building 
erected  under  a  permit  shall  be  used  for  human  occupancy  as  a  dwelling  without 
an  occupancy  permit  signed  by  the  Building  Inspector  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

'The  Building  Inspector  shall  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  building  complies with  regulations  pertaining  to  wiring,  plumbing,  and  fire  precautions  before 
he  signs  such  occupancy  permit  and  when  applicable  he  shall  also  get  written 
assent  from  the  Gas  Inspector,  the  Water  Department,  and  the  Highway  Department. 
Such  occupancy  permit  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  Building  Inspector  is  satis- 

fied that  the  structure  complies  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  building  code." 

This  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  seconded  and 
voted  unanimously. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  Wood  pointed  out  that  if  the  Town  voted  the  adoption 
of  the  building  code  tonight,  it  must  then  go  to  the  Attorney  General's  Office 
to  be  approved. 

The  Town  then  voted  to  accept  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation,  as  amended, 
to  abolish  the  presently  existing  building  code  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield  and 
adopt  the  by- Law  and  amendments  thereto  as  stated  in  Article  Seventh. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  of  the  Town  taken  under 
Article  Twenty- First  of  the  March  19,  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting  by  appropriating 
additional  funds  and  limiting  the  term  of  the  lease  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Topsfield  to  one  year;  and  raise  and  assess,  or  transfer  from  avail- 

able funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  in  addition  to  the  sum  set  out  in  the 
vote  on  said  Article  Twenty-First,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  amend  the  vote  of  the Town  taken  under  Article  Twenty-First  of  the  March  19,  1973  Annual  Town  Meeting by  appropriating  additional  funds  and  limiting  the  term  of  the  lease  with  the 
Sh^^gaA10nal.^rCh  °£  I°Ps£ield  t0  one  ̂   ™d  transfer  from  the  Revenue Sharing  Account  the  sum  of  $495.00  in  addition  to  the  sum  set  out  in  the  vote m  said  Article  Twenty- First. 

In  the  ensuing  discussion  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  lease  should  be  for  two years,  not  one,  as  stated  in  the  article,  but  the  Selectmen  noted  that  this being  an  appropriation,  it  has  to  be  voted  on  each  year. 

The  Moderator  then  adjourned  the  meeting  at  9:35  p.m. 

A  True  Copy  Attest 
FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

November  19,  1973 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:03  p.m.  in  the 
Steward  School  Auditorium.  The  Moderator  declared  that  a  quorum  was 
present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable,  stat- 
ing that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  from  long-standing  precedence,  a  recommen- 
dation from  the  Finance  Committee  constituted  a  motion  duly  made  and 

seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Mr.  Elwood  Bickford  of  Central  Street  read  a  report  from  the  Recycling 
Committee,  of  which  Dorothy  Wass  is  Chairman,  informing  the  Town  Meet- 

ing that  this  committee  operates  as  a  sub -committee  of  the  Conservation 
Commission,  and  has  been  in  effect  since  1971.     If  the  community  so  de- 

sires, and  a  sufficient  number  of  people  volunteer  their  time,  the  com- 
mittee could  expand  their  operation.    Mr.  Bickford  advised  that  their 

center  of  operations  is  at  the  Town  Highway  Garage  on  School  Street  and 
they  have  already  saved  approximately  160  tons  of  glass,  45  tons  of  al- 

uminum and  steel  cans,  and  150  tons  of  newspapers. 

Mr.  DeWayne  Whitehead,  Ipswich  Road,  gave  a  report  from  the  Park  Com- 
mission relative  to  the  problem  of  vandalism  and  littering  in  the  center 

of  the  town,  notably  on  the  common,  the  library  grounds,  and  the  school 
grounds.    He  suggested  action  be  initiated  to  make  it  possible  to  im- 

pose a  fine  of  $50.00  for  such  wanton  vandalism.    He  also  recommended 
that  there  be  designated  a  suitable  place  in  town  to  ride  horseback, 
other  than  on  the  ball  diamonds  at  the  Steward  and  Proctor  Schools. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Friend,  Washington  Street,  spoke  for  the  Cemetery  Commission, 
expressing  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  economically  desirable  for  the 
Park  and  Cemetery  Departments  to  cooperate  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
respective  departments,  in  the  joint  use  of  their  equipment.  Follow- 

ing a  show  of  hands,  he  stated  there  would  be  a  further  report  on  this 
matter  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 

Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  of  the  Town 
voted  as  Article  Eighth  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  November  8,  1972,  as 
follows : 

Section  VII  6. A  -  change  the  word  "may"  to  "shall"  and  the  words  "Sec- 
tion 81L  of  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws"  to  "The  Subdivision  Control 

Law"; 

Section  VII  6.a.6.d  shall  be  deleted; 
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Section  VII  6. A. 9.  shall  be  deleted. 

The  amended  By-Law  would  read  as  follows : 

"SECTION  VI I. 6.    Open  Space  Development  Plan 
A.  The  Planning  Board  shall  approve  according  to  the  Sub- 

division Control  Procedures  authorized  in  "The  Subdivision  Control 
Law"  a  subdivision  plan  in  any  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  Dis- 

trict and  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  for  a  tract 
of  at  least  ten  (10)  acres  in  which  some  of  the  individual  lots  do  not 
conform  specifically  to  the  lot  area  or  frontage  requirement  of  Section 
VII  above,  provided  that: 

1.  The  total  area,  excluding  roadways,  in  such  proposed 
subdivision  is  not  less  than  the  product  of  the  total  number  of  lots 
times  the  minimum  lot  size  for  the  zoning  district  in  which  the  sub- 

division is  located,  and  in  no  case  shall  an  individual  lot  have  less 
than  one-half  of  the  required  lot  size  for  the  zoning  district  in which  the  subdivision  is  located. 

2.  Each  lot  shall  have  a  minimum  street  frontage  of 
eighty  (80)  feet,  except  that  a  lot  on  the  turning  circle  of  a  dead 
end  street  may  have  a  frontage  of  not  less  than  fifty  (50)  feet,  pro- 

vided that  in  all  cases,  the  distance  between  side  lot  lines  shall  be 
at  least  one  hundred  (100)  feet  at  the  front -most  point  of  the  dwelling 
in  the  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  (130)  feet  at  the  front-most  point  of  the  dwelling  in  the  Out- 

lying Residential  and  Agricultural  District. 
3.  The  number  of  lots  on  the  plan  does  not  exceed  the 

number  of  lots  upon  which  dwellings  could  have  been  constructed  on  the 
total  land  area  of  tract  without  this  Open  Space  Development  provision. 

4.  Front,  side  and  rear  yards  conform  with  the  require- 
ments for  conventional  area  lots  in  the  same  district. 

5.  Provision  shall  be  made  so  that  at  least  30  per  cent 
of  the  land  area  of  the  tract,  exclusive  of  land  set  aside  for  road 
area,  shall  be  Open  or  undeveloped  land. 

6.  Provisions  shall  be  made  so  that  Open  Land  shall  be 
owned:  (a)    In  common  by  owners  of  the  lots  in  the  tract,  or 

(b)  By  a  Membership  corporation,  trust  or  associa- 
tion whose  members  shall  include  all  owners  of  the  lots  in  the  tract, 

or  (c)    By  the  Town, 
provided  that  sufficient  rights  shall  be  vested  in  the  Town  to  ensure 
payment  of  taxes  and  provision  of  upkeep  services. 

7.  A  conservation  restriction  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  of  General  Laws  Chapter  184,  Section  32  (as  amended)  shall 
be  filed  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  restriction  index,  committing  the 
Open  Land  to  conservation  and  recreation  use  and  permitting  erection 
of  no  structures  except  small  structures  incident  to  such  uses. 

8.  The  Open  Space  shall  be  in  one  contiguous  parcel  ex- 
cept where  divided  by  streets  and  each  lot  shall  have  a  boundary  com- 

mon with  the  Open  Space  of  access  by  a  right  of  way  or  easement. 
B.  Said  subdivision  plan,  when  approved  and  recorded,  shall, 

be  considered  a  supplementary  part  of  the  Zoning  By-Law,  and  thereafter 
no  land  therein  shall  be  sold  and  no  lot  line  shall  be  changed  in  such 
way  as  to  increase  the  extent  of  the  non- conformity  with  the  general 
provisions  of  this  by-law." 

Mr.  Michael  Tyler  of  the  Finance  Committee  explained  this  amendment 
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was  necessary  because  of  the  interpretation  problems  arising  between  the 
use  of  the  words  "may"  and  "shall".    The  Moderator  declared  that  in  or- 

der to  pass  this  article  a  two-thirds  vote  was  required.    The  article 
was  then  voted  unanimously  to  adopt  this  amendment  to  the  By-Law. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Planning  Board,  to 
be  used  by  said  Board  for  the  purpose  of  contracting  with  a  person  or 
associate  who  will  make  a  study  of  the  Planning  Board  Regulations  and 
make  recommendations  for  improved  regulations,  and  authorize  the  Plan- 

ning Board  to  enter  into  such  a  contract  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate 
$7,500.00  from  available  funds  to  be  used  by  the  Planning  Board  to  up- 

date rules  and  regulations,  under  the  guidance  of  a  professional  group. 

Dr.  Donald  K.  Booth,  South  Main  Street,  a  member  of  the  Planning  Board, 
advised  that  almost  one-half  of  our  land  area  will  be  opened  for  future 
development  within  the  next  few  years,  and  Topsfield  will  take  the  same 
commercial  pressures  as  Peabody  and  Danvers.    We  are  presently  operat- 

ing under  laws  established  in  the  40' s  and  our  subdivision  rules  are 
out  of  date.    Dr.  Booth  further  declared  the  Planning  Board  would  like 
to  conduct  a  land  utilization  survey,  with  preliminary  discussions  in 
two  phases: 

1.  Discussion  of  rules  and  regulations  for  control  and  implemen- 
tation of  new  rules .    This  would  take  three  to  four  months . 

2.  Second  phase  would  take  much  longer:    Criteria  for  effective 
land  utilization  throughout  the  town- -protection  of  open  spaces  and 
wetlands.    This  section  has  already  started. 

Dr.  Booth  asked  the  meeting  to  support  the  recommendation  of  the  Fin- 
ance Committee  so  the  Planning  Board  could  begin  this  plan. 

The  Moderator  put  this  article  to  vote  as  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  article  carried  unanimously. 

Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  pe- 
tition  the  General  Court  for  a  special  act  to  permit  the  Town  to  grant 
the  Chief  of  Police,  Roger  G.  Peabody,  upon  his  retirement,  an  addition- 

al annual  pension  in  the  amount  of  $4,000.00  for  the  duration  of  his 
life  over  and  above  the  pension  to  which  he  shall  be  entitled  under 
Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  petition  the 
Selectmen  to  initiate  legislation  in  the  General  Court  to  permit  the 
Town  to  grant  the  Chief  of  Police,  Roger  G.  Peabody,  upon  his  retire- 

ment, an  additional  pension  in  the  amount  of  $4,000.00  for  the  duration 
of  his  life,  over  and  above  the  pension  to  which  he  should  be  entitled 
under  Chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws.    Jn  the  discussion  that  followed, 
Selectman  Browning  Marean  advised  that  State  Senator  William  Salt on - 
stall  was  in  the  building  and  strongly  recommended  that  the  meeting 
permit  Senator  Saltonstall  to  address  it.    Selectman  Marean  further 
advised  that  Roger  G.  Peabody  has  been  Chief  of  Police  in  Topsfield 
for  25  years.    When  he  became  age  65,  the  Selectmen  and  the  Police 
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Department  anticipated  that  the  Chief  would  retire,  and  younger  members 
of  the  department  were  trained  to  replace  him.    A  ruling  from  the  Essex 
County  Retirement  Board  was  received  in  September,  1973,  that  the  Chief 
worked  part-time  for  12  years,  which  gave  him  only  two  years'  credit 
toward  retirement,  or  $3,800.00  a  year.    In  1962,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Town,  following  permissive  legislation  by  the  General  Court,  he  was 
granted  life  tenure.    Counsel  for  the  Legislature  worded  the  bill: 
"An  account  providing  life  tenure".    It  was  the  custom  at  that  time  to 
word  tenure  bills  in  this  manner.    In  September,  1973,  a  ruling  regard- 

ing "tenure"  was  made  that  the  Chief  could  continue  to  serve  beyond 
65  because  the  special  act  superseded  General  Law.    Chief  Peabody  chose 
not  to  retire  because  the  anticipated  pension  did  not  provide  him  with 
adequate  income.    It  was  mutually  agreed  between  the  Chief  and  Select- 

men to  submit  this  article  to  the  Town,  and  if  the  additional  pension 
requested  is  appropriated  by  the  Town,  the  problem  would  be  solved. 

Selectman  Marean  stated  a  situation  similar  to  ours  could  only  occur 
where  a  policeman  or  a  fireman  has  life  tenure. 

Should  the  State  Legislature  act  favorably,  Chief  Peabody 's  pension 
would  not  exceed  $7,800.00,  of  which  the  Town's  contribution  would  be 
approximately  $4,000.00. 

Mr.  Marean  advised  that  the  Selectmen  support  this  action  and  do  not 
feel  that  it  sets  a  precedent,  as  circumstances  are  unusual. 

Following  further  discussion  from  the  floor,  the  Moderator  called  for 
a  vote  and  the  article  carried.    Immediately  thereafter,  Senator  Salton 
stall  advised  the  Moderator  that  to  petition  the  Legislature  there 
should  be  a  recorded  vote,  whereupon  the  Moderator  called  for  a  stand- 

ing vote,  resulting  in:    Yes  -  187;  No  -  5.    The  article  carried. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  School  Committee, 
Library  Trustees,  Park  Commissioners,  and  Selectmen  to  make  regulations 
concerning  the  use  of  land  under  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
such  regulations  may  provide  for  a  penalty  of  $50.00  for  violation  of 
any  specific  rule  or  regulation,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be  taken 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

No  person  shall  drink  any  alcoholic  beverages  as  defined  in  Chapter 
138,  Section  1  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  while  on,  in,  or  up- 

on any  public  way  or  upon  any  way  to  which  the  public  has  a  right  of 
access,  or  licenses,  park  or  playground,  school  grounds,  or  private 
land  or  place  without  consent  of  the  owner,  or  person  in  control  there- 

of.   All  alcoholic  beverages  being  used  in  violation  of  this  Town  By- ■ 
Law  shall  be  seized  and  safely  held  for  trial  before  the  Court,  at 
which  time  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  entitled  to  lawful 
possession.    Whoever  violates  this  Town  By-Law  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  fifty  ($50.00)  dollars. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be 
taken. 
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Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  five  hundred  ($500.00)  dollars  for  the  Long- Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee,  said  money  to  be  used  by  said 
committee  for  expenses  connected  with  the  carrying  out  of  its  functions, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  $500.00  for  the  use  of  the  Long-Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  four  hundred  ($400.00)  dollars  to  be  used  by  the  School 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  furnishings  and  equipment  for 
the  Proctor  School  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  $400.00  to  be  used  by 
the  School  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  furnishings  and 
equipment  for  the  Proctor  School. 

Xinth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  XVII  of  the  Town 

By-Laws  by  changing  the  number  of  persons  serving  as  the  Council  on 
Aging  from  five  to  eleven;  so  that  the  words  in  the  first  sentence  of 
said  by-law,  "five  persons"  shall  be  deleted  and  the  words  "eleven 
persons"  shall  be  substituted  therein,  or  take  any  action  relative thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
amend  Article  XVII  of  the  Town  By-Laws  by  changing  the  number  of  per- 

sons serving  as  a  Council  on  Aging  from  five  to  eleven;  so  that  the 
words  in  the  first  sentence  of  said  by-law,  "five  persons"  should  be 
deleted  and  the  words  "eleven  persons"  should  be  substituted  therein. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement  for  drainage 
as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Topsfield,  John  W.  Parsons, 
Surveyor,  Lynn,  Mass.,  Scale:    1  in.  =  50  ft.,  Sept.  27,  1973"  (Lot  106, 
Meetinghouse  Lane) .    A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to  ac- 
cept the  easement  referred  to  in  the  article. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement  for  utili- 
ties as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Topsfield,  John  W.  Par- 
sons, Surveyor,  Lynn,  Mass.,  Scale:    1  in.  =  40  ft.,  Feb.  23,  1973  (Ledge 

wood  easement  to  Campmeeting  Road) .    A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  the  article  as 

worded.    In  the  discussion  that  followed,  Edward  W.  Monroe,  37  Campmeet- 
ing Road,  questioned  officials  as  to  the  scope  of  such  an  easement  to 

the  Town  and  was  assured  by  Town  Counsel  that  such  easement  applied 
only  to  Town-owned  utilities.    Mr.  Monroe  made  a  motion  to  table  the 
article.    The  Moderator  declared  that  to  table  the  article  would  re- 

quire a  two- thirds  vote.    The  Town  voted  unanimously  not  to  table  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee;  thereupon  the  Town  further 
voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  and  authorize  the  Topsfield  Recreation 
Committee  to  expend  said  money  for  the  construction  of  a  baseball  back- 

stop and  a  drainage  catch  basin  at  Proctor  Field,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee    reported  that  the  baseball  backstop  had  been 
built  in  1953  and  that  a  new  one  is  necessary,  and  that  improved  drain- 

age was  required  for  the  area.    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and 
the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $1,250.00  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  article. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:00  p.m. 

A  True  Copy  Attest, 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1974 

Elinore  M.  Ansteensen 
Gladys  M.  Bickford 
Ruth  Bouchard 
Rose  Chrissis 
Leslie  B.  Fales 
Maura  Johnson 
June  M.  Kenny 
Avis  R.  Longo 
Cecil  A.  Payne 
Arthur  R.  Prentiss 
Bettyjane  Walsh 
Mary  Jane  Dube 
Robert  C.  Ash 
Barbara  H.  Cohen 
Norma  L.  Fienberg 
Mary  A.  Kingston 
Henry  Smidt 
Walker  R.  Steward 
Kenneth  W.  Swain,  Jr. 
Alice  B.  Taylor 
Mats  E.  Viggh 
Richard  M.  Wadden 
Yvonne  L.  Hagan 
Nancy  E.  Begin 
Blanche  A.  Williams 
A.  Irene  Tierney 
Luella  C.  Newton 
Joan  D.  Heine 
James  W.  Ray 
Dale  R.  Bickford 
baron  P.  Fryer,  Jr. 
Priscilla  T.  Carlson 
Edith  H.  Spicer 
Deborah  B.  Atwood 
Reginald  A.  Lewis 
Carolyn  A.  Bond 
Nancy  W.  Hills 
Evelyn  H.  Andrew 
Stephen  W.  Nutter 
Karn  Arakelian 
Doris  E.  Mann 
Walter  P.  Lovelace 
Ann  C.  Booth 
Lillian  M.  Brown 
Natalie  B.  Keohane 
Louise  E.  Ingraham 
John  S.  Bethune 
Beatrice  A.  Shepard 

Homemaker  1972 
Fomemaker  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Retired  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Contract  Mgr  1972 
Retired  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Homemaker  1972 
Retail  Salesman  1973 
Homemaker  1973 
Homemaker  1973 
Homemaker  1973 
Leather  Business  1973 
Retired  1973 
Insurance  1973 
Homemaker  1973 
Research  Engineer  1973 
Accountant  1973 
Clerk  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Bookkeeper  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Counter  Girl  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Student  1974 
Painter  1974 
Bowling  Alley  Own. 1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Assistant  Manager  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Retired  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Laborer  1974 
Retired  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Retired  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Maid  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Homemaker  1974 
Retired  1974 
Homemaker  1974 

189  Washington  St 
205  Central  St 
21  Central  St 
38  Parsonage  Lane 
53  Washington  St 
72  Parsonage  Lane 

162  River  Rd 
61  Washington  St 
84  Perkins  Row 
3  Pine  Ridge  Rd 
2  Normandy  Row 

26  High  St 
83  Bare  Hill  Rd 
54  High  St 
21  Woods ide  Rd 
96  Main  St 
44  Willowdale  Rd 

375  Boston  St 
50  Perkins  Row 

379  Boston  St 
39  Mansion  Drive 
12  Proctor  Drive 

268  High  St 
203  Rowley  Bridge  Rd 
185  Central  St 
39  Gail  St 
22  South  Main  St 
20  Alderbrook  Drive 
10  Andrews  Rd 

205  Central  St 
42  Colrain  Rd 
33  Averill  St 
49  Averill  St 

268  Boston  St 
22  Boxford  Rd 

395  Boston  St 
41  Campmeeting  Rd 
15  Sleepy  Hollow 
62  High  St 

186  High  St 
5  Perkins  Circle 
2  Perkins  Row 

79  Perkins  Row 
327  Perkins  Row 
56  River  Rd 
9  River  Rd 

13  Walker  Rd 
18  Timber lane 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

The  Town  Government  has  effected  the  shift  from  the  former  annual  year 
to  the  July  fiscal  year,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Although  the  eighteen-month  budget  may  have  caused  some  confusion  and  de- 

lays, the  transition  is  behind  us. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  advice  and  counsel  of 
the  Finance  Committee.    Their  constructive  suggestions  are  well  noted 
and  an  orderly  implementation  of  these  ideas  will  lead  to  a  more  effici- 

ent and  responsive  Town  Government.    It  is  our  hope  to  effect,  where 
practical,  computerization  of  bookkeeping,  payroll  and  expenditures. 
The  Selectmen  will  be  responsive  to  further  constructive  suggestions. 

For  two  members  of  the  board,  the  departure  of  Gil  Steward  will  be  a 
sad  wrench.  For  twenty  years,  there  has  been  continuity  of  service, 
both  on  the  Finance  Committee  and  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  He -has 
served  our  Town  and  this  board  with  distinction,  integrity  and  devotion. 

The  Board  of  Health  again  highly  commends  our  Health  Officer,  John 
Romanski,  for  the  performance  of  his  duties.    The  Board  has  adopted 
more  stringent  requirements,  by  amending  Article  XI,  on  the  performance 
and  location  of  sewerage  disposal  fields  and  their  rate  of  percolation. 

As  less  land  is  available  for  building  and  the  population  density  in- 
creases, then  greater  care  and  supervision  must  be  exerted  by  the 

board  for  the  protection  of  water  and  leaching  capacity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR.,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
JOHN  E.  SANGER 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

Established  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A,  Chapter  111  of  the 
General  Laws,  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  members  of 
said  district,  organized  and  adopted  by-laws  on  August  20,  1968.  At 
the  last  annual  district  meeting  the  following  members  were  elected  as 
officers  and  members  of  the  executive  committee: 

Chairman  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  (Topsfield) 
Executive  Members         Dr.  Buell  Bassett  (Boxford) 

Joseph  F.  Robbins  (Wenham) 
Secretary- Treasurer     Francis  F.  Perry  (Boxford)  Ex-Officio  Member 

The  year  1973  continued  the  concern  of  protecting  man's  environment  and 
consumer  protection  at  all  levels.    This  was  highlighted  by  the  imple- 

mentation and  enforcement  of  the  Inland  Wetland  Bill  as  it  related  to 

construction  in  our  communities.    New  legislation  and  adoption  of  regu- 
lations for  the  protection  of  our  environment  is  anticipated  in  the  com- 

ing year. 

Equine  Encephalitis  reached  epidemic  proportions  throughout  the  North 
Shore  area.    A  large  number  of  birds,  especially  pheasants  and  sparrows, 
became  infected  and  fell  victims  to  this  disease.    Although  there  are 
many  horses  within  our  district  bounds,  no  contacts  were  reported  and 
fortunately,  no  "human  cases"  of  encephalitis  were  confirmed.    A  state 
of  emergency  was  declared  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  in  re- 

sponse to  an  appeal  of  local  health  officials,  which  resulted  in  the 
use  of  951  ultra- low  residual  Malathion  Pesticides  by  means  of  aerial 
application.    The  aircraft  spraying  method  had  a  dramatic  effect  on  the 
mosquito  population  and  the  threat  of  encephalitis  infections  immediate- 

ly subsided.    The  final  results  will  not  be  known  until  mid-summer  of 
1974;  at  that  time  an  evaluation  of  the  winter-kill    of  the  viruses 
will  be  made.    This  epidemic  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  horse  owners 
to  consult  a  veterinarian  and  schedule  routine  immunizations  for  the 
protection  of  your  animals.    Effective  immunization  programs  have  led 
to  the  control,  and  in  some  instances,  the  eradication  of  several  com- 

municable diseases  that  were  readily  prevalent  only  a  few  decades  ago. 
Preventive  medicine  cannot  be  over- emphasized 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI,  Director 

To:    Topsfield  Board  of  Health         Re:    Percolation  Tests  -  1973 

1.  192  percolation  tests  were  performed. 
2.  3  re- tests  were  performed. 
3.  9  lots  were  found  unsatisfactory  for  construction  on  the 

basis  of  tests  performed: 
Lot  #67  Alderbrook  Drive  Lot  #  3  Haverhill  Street 
Lot  #76  Alderbrook  Drive  Lot  #11  Hill  Street 
Lot  #83  Carriage  Way  Lot  #  2  Burning  Tree  Dr  )nrnnnsoi 

Lot  #  1  Central  St  (Comm  Prop)    Lot  #26  Puddingstone  Terr)  rutUbeu Lot  #  4  Cross  Street 
4.  64  new  construction  permits  were  issued  for  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT  -  BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 
1-1-73  -  12-31-73 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE  -  1-1-73  434.40 
RECEIPTS : 

Member  Town  Assessments : 
Boxford  (40%)  10,503.20 
Topsfield  (40%)  10,503.20 
Wenham  (20%)  5,251.60 

Interest  Earned  on  General  Fund  Deposits  898.86  27,156.86 

27,591.26 DISBURSEMENTS: 
Salaries  13,104.00 
Travel  1,200.00 
Telephone  221.13 
Office  Expense  166.30 
Postage  16.00 
Laboratory  Fees  33.00 
Insurance  264.00 
County  Retirement  2,309.00  17,313.43 

GENERAL  FUND  CASH  BALANCE  -  12-31-73  10,277.83 

Submitted  by: 
FRANCIS  F.  PERRY,  District  Treasurer 

REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1973: 

60  Dwellings 
25  Additions 
3  Alterations  and  Additions 
5  Stables  and  Barns 
2  Garages  (Residential) 
1  Greenhouse 
1  Storage  Shed 
1  Veterinary  Clinic 
1  Paddle  Tennis  Court 

 3  Swimming  Pools 102        Total  Permits 

Respectfully  submitted 
ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO,  Building  Insp. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

December  31,  1973        New  Construction  67 
Renovation  15 
Water  Heater   1 

-83 

All  work  was  done  in  compliance  with  the  Plumbing  Code. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
WENDELL  P.  HALL,  Plumbing  Inspector 54 



THE  ESSEX  COUNTY,  REVERE  AND  WINTHROP  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 
PROJECT  REPORT  OF  ACTIVITIES  FOR  1973 

The  year  1973  at  the  outset  promised  to  be  exceptionally  productive  of 
mosquitoes  because  of  the  above  normal  precipitation  of  late  1972.  A 
period  of  abnormally  warm  weather  from  April  15  to  April  24  brought 
about  the  premature  activation  of  some  of  the  Anopheles  mosquitoes  that 
over-winter  in  the  adult  stage.    Many  persons  reported  being  bitten  by 
the  insects  on  April  15,  unbelievably  early  for  northern  Massachuestts . 
The  weather  then  cooled  until  the  last  week  in  May  when  the  bulk  of  the 
spring  brood  of  mosquitoes  emerged  at  the  usual  time.    While  the  spring 
brood  was  heavy  and  particularly  bothersome  through  early  July,  the 
mosquito  population  dropped  off  noticeably  during  late  July  and  early 
August,  due  to  below  normal  precipitation. 

The  coastal  marshes,  which  usually  produce  several  consecutive  broods 
of  salt  marsh  mosquitoes  beginning  about  July  1,  did  not  become  active 
until  the  first  week  in  August.    The  heaviest  concentration  of  salt 
marsh  mosquitoes  occurred  during  the  first  week  in  September. 

During  the  month  of  August  an  outbreak  of  Eastern  Equine  Encephalitis 
began  to  show  in  wild  birds  and  mosquitoes,  and  subsequently  horses  in 
southern  New  Hampshire,  eastern  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Con- 

necticut.   The  encephalitis  virus  was  isolated  from  mosquitoes  and 
birds  in  many  areas  of  Essex  County  with  alarming  frequency.    The  num- 

ber of  horse  and  bird  deaths  in  southern  New  Hampshire  was  the  cause  of 
great  concern  in  northeastern  Massachusetts,  but  fortunately  none  were 
reported  in  Essex  County.    However,  many  horses  died  in  Bristol,  Ply- 

mouth, and  Middlesex  Counties,  while  two  animals  succumbed  on  Nantucket 
Island.    Large  numbers  of  pheasants  at  the  state  game  farm  in  Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts  fell  victim  to  the  disease,  as  did  many  wild  birds  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  state. 

The  State  Department  of  Health,  through  its  Encephalitis  Field  Station 
in  Lakeville,  Massachusetts  worked  'round  the  clock  in  trying  to  deter- 

mine the  seriousness  of  the  disease  and  its  potential  threat  to  humans. 
In  1955  and  1956  a  serious  epidemic  of  Eastern  Encephalitis  occurred  in 
southeastern  Massachusetts.    At  that  time,  humans  were  involved.  The 
positive  isolations  of  viral  activity  in  mosquitoes,  birds,  and  horses 
in  1973  were  far  more  numerous  and  widespread  than  in  the  fifties.  Also 
for  the  first  time,  the  virus  of  Western  Encephalitis  was  located  in 
several  areas.    Although  summer's  end  was  near,  there  was  enough  mosqui- 

to activity  to  constitute  a  definite  threat  to  human  health,  and  based 
on  the  facts  before  them,  the  State  Public  Health  officials  ordered  a 
large-scale  aerial  spray,  which  ultimately  covered  all  of  Essex  and 
Bristol  Counties,  most  of  Plymouth  County,  and  a  large  segment  of 
Middlesex  County.    The  objective  was  to  break  the  viral  cycle  and  to 
prevent  to  as  great  degree  as  possible  the  over-wintering  of  both 
encephalitis  viruses  in  certain  host  animals.    We  must  wait  until  mid- 

summer of  1974  to  determine  the  results. 

As  Superintendent  of  the  Essex  County  Project  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  in- 
form the  general  public  that  the  encephalitis  threat  of  1973  was  far 

more  serious  than  information  released  by  Public  Health  officials  indi- 
cated.    I  was  encouraged  that  at  long  last,  the  Commonwealth  acted  to 

prevent  a  serious  situation  from  developing,  rather  than  responding 
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after  the  fact. 

The  chemical  used  in  the  emergency  aerial  spray  was  Malathion  95%  Tech- 
nical at  the  rate  of  three  fluid  ounces  per  acre.    Because  this  Project 

has  been  accused  many  times  during  recent  years  of  seriously  damaging 
fish  and  wildlife  and  domestic  animals  with  a  much  lesser  dosage,  I 
felt  it  imperative  that  we  observe  very  closely  the  results  of  such  a 
large-scale  operation  employing  Malathion.    We  conducted  very  comprehen- 

sive inspections  of  both  salt  marsh  and  upland  areas  prior  to,  during, 
and  for  many  days  after  the  massive  aerial  spray.    We  were  delighted  to 
find,  and  are  pleased  to  report,  no  visible  damage  whatsoever  to  any 
creatures  other  than  those  in  the  insect  world.    Even  the  loss  to  bee- 

keepers, which  was  expected  to  be  considerable,  was  very  spotty  and 
amounted  to  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  total  population  of  the  col- onies . 

The  Essex  County  Project  continues  to  emphasize  strongly  the  permanent 
aspects  of  a  year-round  program;  that  is,  the  larviciding,  the  drainage, 
and  the  water  management  directed  toward  the  reduction  of  the  breeding 
potential  by  elimination  of  the  breeding  source.    This  type  of  program 
is  rather  low  key,  as  compared  with  large-scale  fogging  and  spraying 
operations  designed  to  exterminate  the  mosquito  on  the  wing,  and  the 
results  are  not  so  readily  noticeable.    However,  the  permanent  reduc- 

tion of  the  mosquito  population  is  our  objective  and  this  can  be 
achieved  by  continuing  year  after  year  the  methods  now  employed  by  this 
Project.    This,  of  course,  requires  a  considerable  amount  of  patience 
and  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  general  public. 

What  effect  the  energy  crisis  will  have  on  our  program  for  1974  is  hard 
to  predict,  as  much  of  our  equipment  is  powered  by  gasoline.  Another 
tractor- backhoe  has  recently  been  added  to  the  fleet,  that  we  may  ex 
pand  our  work  in  the  field.    The  thermal- aerosol  fogging  machines  em- 

ployed in  our  summer  spraying  dispense  many  thousands  of  gallons  of  #2 
fuel  oil  and  consume  a  considerable  amount  of  gasoline.    With  both  of 
these  materials  not  only  in  short  supply,  but  prohibitive  in  price  as 
well,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  we  will  be  forced  to  cut  back  in  the 
use  of  power  equipment  and  rely  more  on  manual  labor  in  several  phases 
of  our  operation.    This  would  mean  an  expansion  of  the  larviciding  pro- 

gram and  the  clearing  of  brooks  and  streams  by  hand,  rather  than  with 
machinery.    Under  the  circumstances,  we  are  all  faced  with  a  change  in 
life  style  and  mosquito  control  will  be  no  exception. 

The  staff  of  the  Essex  County,  Winthrop  and  Revere  Mosquito  Control 
Project  wishes  to  thank  the  residents  of  the  district  for  their  con- 

tinued cooperation. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  W.  SPENCER,  Superintendent 

A  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY 
MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT  IN  TOPSFIELD  DURING  1973 

Pre-hatch  or  winter  ice  dusting  42  acres 
Larviciding  26  acres 
Spraying  or  fogging  on        June  11,  18,  25;  July  2,  9,  16,  30 

August  6,  13,  20,  27;  September  4,  9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DISTRICT 

This  Department  has  held  office  hours  daily  from  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00 
noon,  and  many  evenings  and  Sundays  by  appointment,  to  help,  aid  and 
assist  each  and  every  person  desirous  of  information,  whether  it  was  a 
veteran  or  dependents  of  veterans - -parents ,  wives,  brothers,  sisters, 
children,  etc.,  who  desire  special  after-working  hours. 

A  description  of  this  department  and  functions  of  interest  to  towns- 
people are  as  follows: 

1.  Any  veteran  has  his  choice  of  asking  this  Department  or  the 
Welfare  Department  for  aid.    Each  veteran  or  dependent  is  notified  by 
this  department  of  his  eligibility  or  ineligibility  to  receive  aid.  To 
be  put  on  the  rolls  of  this  department,  many  factors  are  taken  into  con- 

sideration prior  to  acceptance,  and  then  said  acceptance  is  based  on 
recommendation  of  the  Agent  to  the  State  Commissioner. 

2.  Functioning  in  another  area  of  service  to  the  veteran,  we  offer 
our  assistance  and  attempt  to  counsel  the  newly  returned  Vietnam  veteran, 
assisting  him  in  getting  the  Vietnam  bonus  voted  by  the  state,  aiding  him 
with  the  many  Veterans  Administration  forms  required  in  filing  for  com- 

pensation ( service- connected) ,  education,  apprenticeship,  etc. 

3.  When  a  veteran  dies,  the  Agent  is  ready  to  assist  the  family 
with  burial  expenses,  giving  assistance  in  establishing  survivors'  bene- 

fits and  Veterans  Administration  pensions  when  applicable,  assists  in 
many  other  acts  of  aid  and  assistance  as  may  be  needed. 

4.  Each  case  on  the  rolls,  whether  veteran,  widow,  widower,  child- 
ren, parents,  has  to  be  reviewed  yearly.    The  permanent  cases  are  invest- 

igated as  to  the  resources  available  to  offset  the  change  in  monetary 
expenditures  of  this  department.    Also,  each  individual  on  the  rolls, 
after  our  initial  investigation,  is  then  investigated  by  the  State  In- 

vestigator, who  makes  sure  the  Agent  is  in  compliance  with  Mass.  General 
Laws,  Chapter  115,  and  to  assure  that  the  recipient  has  answered  all 
questions  truthfully. 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  as  each  war  terminates,  the  work  of  the  veterans 

agent  increases,  more  especially  as  the  veteran's  age  increases  and  his 
physical  condition  deteriorates,  he  will  be  needing  and  receiving  aid 
and  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JAMES  N.  CHOOLJIAN,  Veterans'  Agent 

REPORT  OF  THE  ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR 

The  Electrical  Department  of  the  Town  of  Tops  field  had  a  total  of  194 
permits.    The  year  saw  a  little  growth  in  new  industries.    Also  some 
municipal  work  on  School,  Library,  and  water  tower.     I  would  like  to 
call  attention  here  that  by  State  Electrical  Code,  all  swimming  pools 
must  now  have  a  ground  fault  detection  system.    This  system  will  elimi- 

nate any  pool  accidents  due  to  any  stray  electrical  currents. 
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There  were  69  new  dwellings, 
14  commercial  and 
12  municipal  permits.    Also,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in 

pool  permits  for  1973. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LESTER  E.  SHEPARD,  Inspector  of  Wires 

REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

The  growing  season  during  the  past  year  was  again  unusually  wet,  and 
made  it  necessary  for  constant  mowing  of  the  grass  at  all  of  the  town- 
owned  cemeteries.    In  addition  to  the  usual  maintenance  work,  the  fol- 

lowing new  projects  were  completed: 

1.  Over  400  feet  of  drain  pipe  was  laid  to  a  depth  of  6^  feet,  and 
two  catch  basins  were  installed  along  Hydrangea  Avenue  and  the  top  of 
the  hill.    This  project  not  only  drains  the  newer  burial  sections,  but 
helps  the  lower  surrounding  area  as  well. 

2.  Cemetery  beautification  is  continuing  by  use  of  the  Gift  Fund 
and  private  donations,  by  our  planting  of  ornamental  shrubs,  bushes  and 
trees  in  both  the  Pine  Grove  and  the  Boston  Street  Cemeteries. 

The  heavy  snow  and  ice  storms  of  December  and  January  caused  consider- 
aEe  damage  to  the  trees  and  shrubs-  in  all  the  cemeteries ,  requiring 
much  cleaning  up  and  possibly  some  replacing  in  the  spring. 

Our  clerk,  Mrs.  Winifred  Sanders,  has  continued  our  program  of  updating 
our  records,  making  a  cross  file  of  existing  records  and  providing  a 
duplicate  set  of  the  records.    A  file  system  of  other  information,  which 
is  valuable  to  the  Cemetery  Department  has  been  started.    The  clerk's 
office  is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

Our  appreciation  is  extended  to  both  The  Tops field  Garden  Club  and  The 
New  Meadows  Garden  Club  for  their  continued  part  in  arranging  and  plant- 

ing of  the  flowers  at  both  of  the  cemeteries  in  the  spring. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 
J.  PUTNAM  FRIEND 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

1973  was  the  first  full  year  in  which  primary  responsibility  for  General 
Law  131,  Section  40,  the  Inland  Wetlands  Protection  Act  rested  with  local 
conservation  commissions.    Administration  of  this  law  has  occupied  a  ma- 

jor portion  of  the  Commission's  time.    Seven  applications  for  alterations 
of  wetlands  have  been  received.    One  of  these,  a  request  by  the  State  to 
construct  a  sewerage  system  in  wetlands,  remains  incomplete.    Two  writ- 

ten requests  for  compliance  with  the  law  have  been  sent  and  several  ver- 
bal requests  have  been  given.    Copies  of  the  law  were  sent  to  local  build- 
ers so  that  they  might  familiarize  themselves  with  it.    The  Commission 
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has  sought  to  work  more  closely  with  other  town  boards  and  commissions 
as  they  have  become  increasingly  aware  of  the  importance  of  wetlands  in 
regard  to  pollution,  flood  control,  and  recharge  of  ground  water  supplies. 
Any  resident  who  is  concerned  about  an  ongoing  local  project  involving 
wetlands,  or  who  is  considering  a  project  that  involves  wetlands  should 
contact  the  Commission. 

$1,800.00  of  the  Ford  Foundation  grant  has  been  used  to  purchase  wet- 
lands maps  of  the  town.    These  maps  will  be  used  to  construct  a  Wetland 

Index  of  the  town  in  cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Natural  Resourc- 
es.   Other  town  boards,  commissions  and  private  parties  are  encouraged 

to  make  use  of  the  wetland  maps  when  considering  projects. 

The  Commission  has  adopted  a  set  of  by-laws  guiding  the  operation  of 
the  Commission.    An  important  part  of  the  by-laws  is  the  formation  of 
several  new  sub- committees .    The  sub -committees  are  Trees,  Land  Manage- 

ment, Land  Acquisition,  Wetlands  Advisory,  Recycling,  Trails,  Information 
and  Education.    By  utilizing  the  sub - committees ,  the  Commission  hopes  to 
turn  a  greater  amount  of  their  time  toward  the  acquisition  of  land.  This 
will  be  one  of  the  major  goals  of  1974. 

At  the  regular  Town  Meeting,  the  Commission  supported  the  Buildable  Lot 
Proposal.    The  Commission  also  conducted  two  studies  relating  to  the 
Sanitary  Code  and  Conservation,  and  to  Subdivisions  and  Watershed  Pro- tection. 

Members  of  the  Commission  have  sought  to  improve  their  background  by 
attending  the  following  courses,  seminars,  and  meetings : 

a.  8-week  seminar  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Conservation  Commissions. 

b.  8-week  course  in  Water  Quality  Control,  North  Shore  Community 
College. 

c.  6 -week  seminar  on  Wetlands  and  the  Law,  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society. 

d.  8-week  session  seminar  on  Subdivision  Control  at  Essex  Agri- 
cultural College. 

e.  Meetings  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Com- missions. 

The  Commission  would  like  to  remind  property  owners  that  through  gifts 
of  land,  conservation  restrictions  and  easements,  and  land  trusts,  they 
are  in  a  unique  position  to  leave  a  legacy  of  open  space  for  future 
generations  who  will  live  in  Topsfield. 

The  Conservation  Commission  would  like  to  thank  the  residents  for  their 
interest  and  cooperation  in  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
GANSON  PURCELL,  JR.,  Chairman 
ELWOOD  BICKFORD,  Vice -Chairman 
BARBARA  BOOTH,  Financial  Secretary 
MARLENE  F.  SCHROEDER,  Record.  Secy 
RICHARD  CARLSON,  Planning  Board  Rep 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER 
PAUL  CORCORAN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  RECYCLING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
January  1,  1973  -  December  31,  1973 

The  Tops fie Id  Recycling  Program  started  operating  in  May,  1971.  Since 
September,  1971,  the  recycling  center  has  been  located  in  the  Town  High 
way  Garage. 

The  Recycling  Committee  has  received  $496.49  during  1973  from  the  sale 
of  cans  and  newspapers.    No  money  is  earned  from  the  recycling  of  glass 

The  Committee  has  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  find  volunteer 
help  to  staff  the  recycling  center.    Consequently,  the  sum  of  $357.00 
has  been  spent  to  hire  workers  at  the  recycling  center.    An  additional 
$15.13  was  spent  for  materials  and  phone  calls. 

The  Recycling  Committee  hopes  to  have  a  permanent  receptacle  for  news- 
papers set  up  in  the  near  future.    This  should  alleviate  the  crowded 

conditions  at  the  recycling  center. 

All  town  residents  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  recycling  pro- 
gram.   Clean  bottles  and  flattened  cans  may  be  brought  to  the  center 

each  Saturday  from  9:00  a.m.  until  noon.    Until  future  public  notice, 
bundled  newspapers  may  be  brought  to  the  recycling  center  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  each  month  between  9:00  a.m.  and  noon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DOROTHY  WASS 

TREASURER'S  REPORT  -  RECYCLING  COMMITTEE 
January  1,  1973  to  December  31,  1973 

Balance  Brought  Forward $ 90.69 
Receipts 

Continental  Can  Company 
W.  Knee land  for  Paper 

107.80 
298.00 

Expenditures 
Labor 

Supplies $357.00 15.13 

Bottle  opener 
Georgetown  tin  cans 
Chain  for  crusher 
Twine  for  paper 
Telephone  calls 

$  .25 6.25 
5.00 
.71 

2.92 
Totals 

$15.13 $496.49 $372.13 
Balance  as  of  December  31,  1973 

$124.36 
Respectfully  submitted, 
G.  M.  BICKFORD,  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE  -  1973 

The  Tree  Planning  Committee  continued,  as  in  the  past,  to  work  with  all 
Town  departments,  garden  clubs,  and  individuals  on  an  effective  tree 
program  for  our  town. 

Thirty- five  shade  trees  were  planted  along  the  roadways  and  in  park, 
cemetery,  and  recreation  areas.    A  small  red  maple  tree  was  furnished 
to  each  fourth  grade  pupil  on  Arbor  Day  for  planting  at  home.    The  Com- 

mittee assisted  the  Proctor  School  Building  Committee  in  arranging  for 
the  moving  of  a  beautiful  40 -year- old  dogwood  tree  that  was  in  the  path 
of  new  construction  at  the  school. 

Several  trees  have  been  planted  along  the  roadways  in  specific  areas  at 
the  request  of  home  owners.    We  were  able  to  take  care  of  nearly  all 
such  requests  in  1975.    However,  sufficient  funds  were  not  voted  by  the 
Town  for  additional  plantings  in  1974.    Persons  desiring  a  tree  near 
their  home  should  still  mail  the  request  to  a  member  of  this  committee 
or  our  Tree  Warden,  Mr.  Wallace  Kneeland.    Future  planting  will  be  done 
in  the  order  received  and  as  soon  as  funds  become  available.    Many  large 
dead  or  useless  trees  are  being  removed  by  the  Tree  Warden.    High  pri- 

ority will  also  be  given  to  planting  appropriate  new  trees  to  replace 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER,  Chairman 
DOUGLAS  RANKIN 
DEREK  VanETTEN 

REPORT  OF  THE  DOG  OFFICER 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Dog  Officer  for  the  year  ending  December 
51,  1975: 

Dogs  killed  by  automobiles  52 
Dogs  quarrantined  for  dog  bites  21 
Stray  dogs  picked  up  and  disposed  of  44 
Dogs  picked  up,  claimed  by  owners  95 
Telephone  calls  on  missing  animals,  etc  1,115 
Complaints  investigated  156 
Report  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  STULTZ 

Dog  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LONG-RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

The  Long- Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  spent  most  of  its 
energies  during  1973  tending  to  the  renovations  of  and  additions  to 
Proctor  School.    The  two  additions  were  an  Instructional  Materials 
Center  and  a  Cafeteria. 

The  first  three  months  of  the  year  saw  final  preparations  for  the 
project  underway.    Included  were  necessary  approvals  by  Commonwealth 
agencies  (the  School  Building  Assistance  Bureau,  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  and  the  Emergency  Finance  Board)  and 
follow-up  with  various  Town  committees  and  boards. 

Advertisements  for  bids  went  out  in  February.    Nineteen  general  con- 
tractors and  62  sub-bidders  requested  drawings  and  specifications.  At 

the  bid  openings,  it  was  determined  that  E.  H.  Porter  Construction  Co. 
of  Peabody  had  submitted  the  lowest  bid.    This  paved  the  way  for  an 
affirmative  vote  at  the  Town  Meeting  in  March  authorizing  signing  of  a 
construction  contract  in  the  amount  of  $663,214.    The  total  project 
budget  is  $798,280. 

Since  that  signing,  which  took  place  in  late  April,  the  Committee  has 
worked  with  the  Contractor,  the  Architect,  and  school  personnel  to  move 
the  project  along. 

Inevitably,  construction  delays  occurred  due  to  strikes  and  shortages 
of  materials,  so  that  one  deadline  after  another  slipped  by.    Only  An- 

nexes I  and  II  could  be  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  school  in  Septem- 
ber.   As  a  result,  four  classrooms  of  pupils  were  accommodated  at 

Steward  School  and  five  at  Spof ford  Pond  School  in  Boxford.    In  October, 
all  pupils  were  phased  back  into  Proctor,  even  'though  minor  details 
needed  attention  in  the  classrooms  and  completion  of  the  new  construc- 

tion is  not  anticipated  until  about  February  1,  1974. 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  acknowledge  all  those  who  have  been  in- 
volved in  this  project,  a  word  of  appreciation  is  due  several  individu- 

als and  groups.    Even  'though  there  have  been  many  delays  and  frustra- 
tions, on  the  whole,  all  involved  parties  have  worked  well  together, 

with  a  minimum  of  tension  and  friction.    Therefore,  we  wish  to  thank 
the  architectural  firm,  Brown,  Fisher  and  Nickerson,  Inc. ,  and  the 
contractor,  E.  H.  Porter  Construction  Co.,  for  pursuing  a  myriad  of  de- 

tails to  expedite  the  project;  Mr.  Jeffrey  d'Angelo,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Works,  for  consistently  going  beyond  the  minimum  requirements  of  the 
job;  the  administration  and  teachers  of  Proctor  for  working  around  many 
inconveniences;  the  staffs  at  Steward  and  Spofford  Pond  for  assistance 
when  it  was  direly  needed;  and  Proctor's  custodial  staff  for  extra  hours and  extra  labors. 

As  this  project  nears  completion,  the  Committee  will  turn  its  attention 
to  the  long-range  school  needs  of  Topsfield.    We  will  be  especially  con- 

cerned that  an  adequate  site  or  sites  be  available  for  possible  future 
construction. 

During  this  past  year,  Mrs.  Suzanne  Hart  became  the  School  Committee's 
representative  to  the  Committee,  replacing  Mrs.  Carlotta  Tyler.  Miss 
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Barbara  Wheatland  and  Mr.  William  Kaehler  were  reappointed  by  the  Mod- 
erator to  serve  until  1976. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
JAMES  0.  W00DB RIDGE,  Chairman 
MARY  WENDEL ,  Vice-Chaimian 
BARBARA  WHEATLAND ,  Secretary 
HUGH  V.  BOGART 
E.  MICHAEL  BROWN 
THOMAS  H.  ENGLUND 
SUZANNE  L.  HART 
WILLIAM  KAEHLER 

REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH  SHORE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  -  1973 

The  NSRVS  Committee  has  made  its  first  full  year  of  operation  a  very 
productive  one.    Since  its  creation  by  the  November  1972  referendum, 
the  16-member  district  committee  has  accomplished  the  following  tasks 
toward  its  goal  of  establishing  and  operating  a  broad- curriculum  vo- 

cational high  school  system: 

1.  Opened  Committee  offices  in  Beverly  and  retained  permanent  full 
time  personnel  to  carry  out  initial  administrative  requirements; 

2.  Established  financial  procedures  with  member  cities  and  towns 
to  provide  for  the  operation  of  the  Committee  through  June  1974  and  be- 
yond; 

5.    Conducted  seminars  with  school  administrators,  school  counsel- 
ors, local  labor  union  representatives,  business  leaders  and  town  and 

city  officials.    The  purpose  of  these  meetings,  conducted  over  a  period 
of  several  months,  was  to  gain  input  from  as  many  different  and  knowledge 
able  sources  about  the  current  and  future  vocational  needs  of  the  region 
in  order  to  determine  how  future  programs  might  meet  the  needs  of  indus- 

try and  our  young  people.    These  meetings  were  productive  and  the  infor- 
mation received  will  greatly  assist  in  the  preparation  of  our  curricula 

and  the  construction  of  a  general  education  profile  for  our  new  voca- 
tional school; 

4.  Committee  members  have  visited  other  regional  school  districts 
and  personnel  to  view  first-hand  the  actual  operation  of  vocational 
schools  to  better  understand  the  problems  they  have  encountered  in  the 
steup  and  operation  of  their  programs  so  that  we  may  avoid  them  here; 

5.  After  a  country-wide  search,  the  Committee  hired  a  superinten- 
dent-director, who  assumed  his  duties  in  September  1973.    He  is  Michael 

J.  Anthony,  formerly  superintendent  of  a  regional  vocational  school  in 
Watertown,  New  York.    In  addition  to  extensive  vocational  educational 
administrative  and  teaching  experience,  he  has  been  directly  responsible 
for  establishing  several  vocational  school  districts.    This  involved 
construction  of  the  appropriate  plant,  preparation  of  the  educational 
profile  for  the  district,  site  selection,  design  of  the  educational 
plant  in  detail,  hiring  staff  and  curricula  development- -all  prime  re- 

quirements necessary  for  the  director  of  the  North  Shore  program; 
6.  Concurrently  with  the  aforementioned  activities,  work  has  be- 

gun to  get  a  school  underway. 
A.  The  Architect  Selection  Committee  has  reviewed  countless 

architectural  proposals  and  listened  to  13  formal  proposals  by  archi- 
tectural firms.    On  December  20,  1973,  the  full  Committee  gave  tentative 
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approval  to  the  recommendation  that  the  firm  of  Alderman  and  MacNeish, 
architects  and  engineers,  of  Springfield,  be  retained  to  assist  in  the 
site  selection  and  to  design  the  new  school.    A  contract  has  since  been 
signed  with  this  firm  to  employ  its  services  to  design  and  supervise 
construction  of  the  school. 

B.    The  Site  Selection  Committee  has  viewed  a  number  of  loca- 
tions for  the  new  school.    The  ultimate  choice  will  be  submitted  to  the 

full  16-member  School  Committee  for  possible  acceptance  in  March  1974. 
The  School  Committee  has  set  as  its  target  date  for  the  opening  of  the 
school  September  1976.  -  ' 

Until  the  new  school  building  can  be  opened,  the  District  will  offer 
vocational  education  to  a  smaller  but  increasing  number  of  students  by- 
using  temporary  rented  facilities.    While  the  choice  of  courses  will  be 
limited,  compared  with  the  planned  curriculum  for  full  operation,  it 
will  compare  closely    with  the  training  now  offered  in  the  trade  schools 
now  operating  in  the  four  cities  in  the  District.     In  February  1974, 
students  began  learning  health  services  skills  in  a  course  designed  to 
train  hospital  nurses  aides  or  orderlies.     In  September  1974,  eight 
courses  will  be  offered  and  information  on  these  courses  and  criteria 

for  students'  selection  has  gone  out  to  guidance  counselors  in  the 
region's  junior  high  schools.     It  is  expected  that  slightly  over  300 
students  will  be  enrolled  next  fall.    Topsfield  will  have  a  nominal 
quota  of  nine  or  ten  of  these  openings. 

A  Curriculum  Needs  subcommittee  has  been  actively  planning  for  the 
eventual  program  of  the  District  when  in  full  operation. 

Following  surveys  of  the  region's  school  departments,  students,  discus- 
sions with  State  educational  department  representatives,  other  vocation- 

al school  administrators,  teachers,  guidance  counselors  and  local  and 
national  labor  representatives,  the  Curriculum  Subcommittee  presented 
its  recommendations  for  vocational  programs  to  the  full  16-member  com- 

mittee in  December  1973.    They  include: 
Machine  Accounting  Commercial  Foods 
Welding/Metal  Fabrication  Textile  Design  and  Fabrication 
Diesel  Engine  Mechanics  Building  Construction 
Auto  Mechanics  Technology  (Student  may 
Cosmetology  major  in  Carpentry  or  Masonry) 
Building  Maintenance  Occupations       Plumbing,  Heating  and  Air 
Industrial  Electricity  Conditioning 
Resort  Service  Occupations  Hospital  Aides  of  Health 
Machine  Technology  Services 
Auto  Body  Repair  Child  Care  Services 

FINANCIAL    The  Committee  established  a  $232,500  budget  for  the  18 
months  beginning  January  1,  1973  and  extending  to  June  30,  1974.  At 
this  time  the  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  expenditures  to  date 
and  the  anticipated  expenditures  between  now  and  June  30,  1974  will 
total  about  $77,000,  or  about  $145,000  less  than  anticipated.    The  bal- 

ance remaining  will  be  returned  to  the  cities  and  towns  in  proportion 
to  their  contributions. 

While  actual  expenditures  in  a  variety  of  areas  were  far  below  what  was 
anticipated,  the  reasons  can  generally  be  traced  to  two  factors: 
(a)  the  prudent  expenditures  of  the  Committee  and  its  awareness  of  the 64 



economic  concerns  of  member  communities;  (b)  high  initial  estimates  on 
projects  where  prior  experience  or  information  was  not  available. 

The  budget  for  the  12-month  period  from  July  1,  1974  to  June  30,  1975 
has  been  approved  by  the  Committee.    It  amounts  to  a  total  of  $499,615. 

Major  areas  of  expenditure  include: 

A.  Administration  $128,800.00 
B.  Site  acquisition  and  planning  costs 

(debt  retirement  based  upon  a  $1  million 
bond  issue)  ($100,000.00) 
(debt  service)  (  50,000.00) 
Total  150,000.00 

C.  Interim  Vocational  Education  220,815.00 
Grand  Total  $499,615.00 

CONCLUSION    The  accomplishments  of  our  Committee  to  date  demonstrate  the 
ability  of  its  16  members  to  work  together  and  to  work  with  the  admini- 

strative staff  in  close  harmony  without  relinquishing  individuality  or 
by  sacrificing  the  basic  requirements  and  wishes  of  individual  communi- ties. 

Concern  for  the  most  economical  use  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  us  and  a 

desire  to  create  a  quality  vocational  educational  system  for  our  dis- 
trict have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  our  guiding  principles. 

In  the  months  to  come  and  as  our  programs  begin  to  take  form,  we  will  be 
seeking  your  opinions  and  interest  so  that  the  system    that  is  eventual- 

ly developed  will  be  one  which  will  benefit  our  young  people,  our  towns 
and  cities  and  the  economic  viability  of  the  region  as  a  whole. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DONALD  H.  COX 
Topsfield  Representative 

REPORT  OF  THE  ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1973: 

I  have  visited  the  following  stables  to  examine,  take  ear  tag  numbers 
and  release: 

Meredith  Farm  -  24  animals 

Visited  103  stables;  inspected  286  animals,  including  horses,  ponies, 
pigs,  dairy  cattle,  beef  cattle,  sheep  and  goats. 

Report  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  STULTZ 
Animal  Inspector 65 



REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1973. 

The  Fire  Department  answered  one  hundred  and  nineteen  alarms  as  listed 
below: 

20 False 7 Mutual  aid 
2 Truck 6 Electric 
7 Car  accidents 1 Oil  burner 
1 Rubbish 3 Assist  Police 
2 Chimney 1 Kitchen  cabinet 
2 Cooking  stoves 13 Service  call 

13 Car 2 Motorcycle 
6 House 1 Mattress 
3 Building 3 Dumpsters 
6 Gasoline  spills 1 Tent 
1 Overheated  boiler 2 Kitchen  range 

16 Grass 

56 Oil  burner  permits 3 Blasting  permits 

10  Rocket  launching  permits 

Our  emergency  number  is  911. 

Please  give  your  name,  address,  location  and  type  of  emergency. 

For  Fire  Chief,  call:    Business  -  887-2345        Home  -  887-5437 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT,  Chief 
HOWARD  STULTZ,  Deputy  Chief 
ROBERT  WOOD,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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TOPSFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
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RESERVES: 

LUIlOJI  r.  ClilOLL 887 -  c:/tT7 
04  J  / 

nowarci  oluilz 887 (53/ 778  Q ZZ50 
KOuerr  a.  wooa Q  Q7 55  / 

rrri: 

-jjjj 

Ronald  Giovannacci 

887- 

-5723 

Gordon  Newton 

837- 

-2475 

rrarLK.  naLson 887 5  5  1 oy  z  1 
rv.±ciiarcL  uyiiidJi 997 Z4-0  / 

Jeii  Anderson Q  Q  7 OO  / 055U 
fharl  pc  Rli-m-f- Uliarifcrb  DxLulL 887 OU  /  0 

Stephen  Carter 

887- 

-2632 

Les  Clewes 

887- 

-5188 

KOIl  LlcWcb 887- 55/ 
Docnnol  o    1      c  t"  n  n  ̂   n rdbqUdxe:  LUbLdllZii 

887- 
55  / 5  ;UU 

V  X  LO  LiObLdnZd 887- 55  / ojUU 

Nicholas  D'Agostino 
8  8  7 55  / 7/1  XQ 

-z4oy 

Pasquale  D'Agostino 

887- 

-5994 

George  S.  Day 

887- 

-5450 

•JUI111    XJ li^  x tr  1  Id IUL  j    JI  . 
8,87- 
o  o  / outu 

UdVlQ  rUllci 
887- 
55  / 5  /  00 

Daiun  riyci ,  ji  . 
887- 

o  o  / 
04- 4-1 Phil  n-riffin rJlXx  uiXxxxJl 

997- 

o  o  / 
James  Hurley 

887- 

-8857 

Fred  Jones 

887- 

-5686 

l\Ja  T  1  \t  kVip»p>1  anrl udXXy  INJICCXclllU. 

997- 

oo  / O  X  o  o 
PVi  i  1     T  pm  t rlllx  Liclllxlt; 

887- 

55  / 

Ralph  Moxcey 887 
55  / 

7QA  C 
U  CXI  LCL     *_>CL1  Ictl 

887- 

-2179 

Joseph  Sciora 

887- 

-6026 

William  Simmons 

887- 

-5842 

887- 

-2923 

jonn  juiiivdu 
887- 
5  5/ 

-7788 
ZZ55 

Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 

887- 

-5734 

887- 

-2488 

Stephen  Woodbury 887 

55  /  - 

■  L  Z  0  0 

/\nLfiony  u  AgobLino 
887- 
55  / 

-748Q 
Z  4-5  V 

William  Gamble 

887- 

-5527 

David  Jordan 

887- 

-2282 

Charles  Osborne,  Jr. 

887- 

-2753 

Roger  Peabody 

887- 

-5571 

887-2345 

777-1900  Ext  2816 
887-2212 

67 



PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE  -  Roger  G.  Peabody 

SERGE/\NT  Harold  G.  Moore 

REGULAR  PATROLMEN: 
Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr. 
Carl  J.  DiFrancesco 
Orin  A.  Nelson 
Richard  F.  Little 
Robert  T.  Geary 
Russel  M.  Sanford 

POLICEWOMAN  Nellie  R.  Peabody 

RESERVE  PATROLMEN: 
Luigi  J.  Angel ine 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Richard  C.  Hardy 
Philip  S.  Girard 

SPECIAL  POLICE: 
John  W.  Dwinell 
Chester  A.  Hood 

REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  renort  of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department 
for  1973: 

Complaints  and  Investigations 
2,796 

Hospital  Runs   123 
Summonses  456 Pistol  Permits  Issued  .  71 
Arrests   110 Firearms  ID  Cards  Issued  50 
Protective  Custody   13 Defective  Equiument  Tags 
Citations  Issued:    Warnings  . 289 Issued   76 

Complaints 
538 Court  Hours  (Man  Hours)  813 

Arrests 
58 

Costs  Assessed  by  Court  $785 
Accidents  Reported   237 Fines  Assessed  by  Court  $9936 
Accidents  Investigated    .  .  . 171 Value  of  Property  Re- 294 ported  Stolen    .  .  .$67309 
House  Checks   

2,331 Value  of  Stolen  Property 
Recovered  $47882 

Cruiser  Mileage  -  1970  Ford  - 
Jan 

1973  to  Dec  1973  -  10,964.2 
1973  Plymouth  Jan  1973  to  Dec  1973  64,742.6 
1973  Chevrolet  Jun  1973  to  Dec  1973  20,784.6 
1971  Chevrolet    Jan  1973  to  Jun  1973  20,990.7 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONSES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

Abandonment  of  Motor  Vehicle    2 
All  Motor  Vehicle  Offenses  (except  Drunken  Driving)    794 
Arrests  for  other  Agencies    1 
Assault  and  Battery    5 
Assault  and  Battery  by  Dangerous  Weapon    6 
Assault  and  Battery  on  a  Police  Officer  •  .  .  2 Arson   1 
Breaking  and  Entering    30 
Breaking  and  Entering  in  Daytime,  Intent  to  Commit  a  Felony    .  .  3 
Breaking  and  Entering  in  the  Nighttime   9 
Disorderly  Conduct  
Disorderly  Person  _   6 
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Disturbing  the  Peace    1 
Drunkenness  (1-73  -  7-73)    24 

Protective  Custody  (7-73  -  12-73)    13 
Escapees    4 
Failing  to  Disperse    9 
Insane  Person   2 
Larceny  over  $100   4 
Larceny  under  $100   19 
Larceny  of  a  Motor  Vehicle   1 
Malicious  Destruction  of  Property    10 
Minor  in  Possession  of  Alcoholic  Beverages    7 
Open  and  Gross  Lewdness   2 
Operating  a  Motor  Vehicle  While  under  the  Influence  of  Liquor    .  45 
Peeping  Tom   1 
Possession  of  Dangerous  Weapon    1 
Possession  of  Burglary  Tools    1 
Possession  of  Fireworks    6 
Possession  of  Hypodermic  Needle  and  Syringe    1 
Possession  of  Narcotic  Drugs  -  Heroin    1 
Possession  of  Narcotic  Drugs  -  Marijuana    8 
Possession  of  Narcotic  Drugs  -  Mescaline    1 
Possession  of  Narcotic  Drugs  -  Mescaline  -  with  intent  to  sell  .  1 
Receiving  Stolen  Property    1 
Removal  and  Sale  of  Parts  from  Stolen  Motor  Vehicle   1 
Runaways   10 
Sale  of  Used  Cars  Without  a  License   2 
Trespassing    1 
Uncovered  Load    2 
Using  a  Motor  Vehicle  in  Commission  of  a  Felony   3 
Using  a  Motor  Vehicle  Without  Authority    1 
Using  a  Motor  Vehicle  Without  Authority  after  Suspension  of  License  3 

Total  1,052 

DISPOSITION  OF  LISTED  OFFENSES 

Guilty  .  

.                                                                               .  610 

Not  Guilty    64 
Nolo    20 
Nbl  Pros  .  .  .  .   6 
Dismissed   22 
Filed   19 
Complaints  Denied   23 
Juveniles  Released  to  Parents  Without  Further  Court  Action  ...  77 
Bound  over  to  Grand  Jury   8 
No  Probable  Cause    6 
Defaulted  to  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  by  the  Court  ....  131 
Adults  Released  Without  Further  Court  Action    13 
Continued  Without  Findings    23 
Court  Findings  Appealed    2 
Cases  Pending   5 
Committed  to  House  of  Correction    5 
Escapees  Returned    3 
Runaways  Returned   10 
Turned  Over  to  Other  Agencies    5 

Total  1,052 
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In  the  training  program  this  year,  Sgt.  Moore  and  Officers  DesMaisons 
and  Vail  completed  and  passed  the  eighty-hour  Emergency  Medical  Train- 

ing Course.    This  course  was  given  at  the  Hunt  Memorial  Hospital,  Dan- 
vers,  Massachusetts.    In  time  all  the  officers  will  complete  the  course. 

A  breathalyzer  was  obtained  through  the  State  Highway  program.  This 
machine  has  been  utilized  ten  times  by  our  two  qualified  operators. 
The  breathalyzer  was  delivered  the  last  week  of  July. 

Five  officers  are  taking  Law  Enforcement  courses  at  North  Shore  Communi- 
ty College. 

Officers  Philip  Girard  and  William  Howard  recently  resigned  from  our 
regular  department.    Two  new  men  have  been  appointed  to  the  department, 
Russel  Sanford  from  Hamilton  and  Robert  Geary  from  Topsfield. 

The  Police  Department  has  had  many  problems  with  drinking,  drugs  and 
malicious  damage  on  our  beautiful  common.    Because  of  these  problems  we 
have  a  police  officer  stationed  in  the  center  of  town.    This  is  an  added 
expense  on  the  police  budget.    The  young  people  who  are  causing  the 
trouble  are  not  all  from  Topsfield,  but  the  surrounding  towns. 

I  sincerely  hope  the  voters  of  Topsfield  will  see  fit  to  pass  the  new 
drinking  law. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Emergency  Center  dispatchers  and  the  various  town 
departments  that  assisted  the  Police  Department  in  1973.    Also  the  State 
Police  and  police  of  surrounding  communities. 

Also  a  sincere  thanks  to  the  personnel  of  my  department  for  their  coop- 
eration, assistance,  and  the  many  courtesies  they  have  shown  me  this 

year. Respectfully  submitted, 

ROGER  G.  PEABODY,  Chief  of  Police 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMUNICATIONS  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  past  year  was  a  fruitful  as  well  as  a  frustrating  one  for  our  commit- tee. 

On  the  bright  side,  the  Town  can  be  proud  of  its  being  the  16th  communi- 
ty in  Massachusetts  to  adopt  "911"  as  an  emergency  number.    As  you  know, 

the  goal  eventually  is  to  have  "911"  as  the  universal  emergency  number 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  advantages  of  a  number  like  "911"  are  that  it  is  short  for  quicker 
dialing  and  easy  to  remember.  These  are  important  factors  in  an  emer- 

gency situation  when  every  second  counts. 

This  improved  emergency  reporting  service  is  now  "being  provided  to  the 
Town  at  the  same  telephone  company  charges  as  those  incurred  with  the 
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replaced  "7-2121"  service. 

On  the  more  sober  side  was  our  failure  at  two  Town  Meetings  to  gather 
enough  votes  on  our  request  for  the  provision  of  a  radio  console  at  the 
Emergency  Center.    We  say  "sober    because  the  townspeople  are  the  ones 
that  may  be  most  affected  in  an  emergency,  should  aid  be  delayed  through 
an  error  or  omission,  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  operating  equipment.  At 
its  best,  this  is  an  error-prone  operation  during  an  emergency,  where 
the  operator  must  perform  many  functions  in  a  proper  sequence  within  a 
few  seconds  to  summon  assistance.    We  have  excellent  operators  and  it 
is  our  responsibility  to  provide  them  with  the  proper  operating  tools 
to  minimize  this  possibility  of  error. 

We,  as  the  Communications  Committee,  were  charged  by  you,  the  Select- 
men, with  the  responsibility  of  providing  the  Town  with  an  adequate 

communications  system  at  reasonable  costs.    We  feel  that  part  of  this 
obligation  is  to  advise  the  Town  on  the  urgent  need  for  a  radio  console. 
We  now  appreciate  how  difficult  the  task  is  in  selling  the  need  to  any- 

one who  does  not  have  a  real  appreciation  of  the  operator's  functions 
while  handling  an  emergency  situation  at  the  Center. 

We  feel,  therefore,  that  before  submitting  another  article  for  the  con- 
sole, we  are  requesting  the  Selectmen's  and  the  Finance  Committee's  en- 

dorsement of  its  need.  The  Communications  Committee  has  gone  on  record 
indicating  the  console  is  urgently  needed;  a  similar  endorsement  is  now 
requested  of  your  groups. 

A  radio  console  recently  introduced  to  the  market  is  now  being  evalu- 
ated.   It  is  smaller  and  less  expensive  than  the  ones  previously  avail- 
able.   Should  this  console  meet  our  requirements  at  the  Center,  we  will 

be  submitting  descriptive  and  cost  information  to  you  for  your  consider- ation within  the  next  month. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  E.  HOWLETT,  JR.,  Chairman 
CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
ROBERT  Ik.  WOOD 

REPORT  OF  THE  GAS  INSPECTOR 

Inspected  43  dwellings  and  issued  permits. 

At  Topsfield  Fair  Grounds,  inspected  32  booths. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  E.  CROCKER 
Gas  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Historical  Commission  completed  by  mid-year  1973  its  original  in- 
ventory of  areas,  buildings,  sites,  structures  and  objects  that  are 

historically,  architecturally  or  culturally  significant  to  the  Town. 
The  inventory,  on  standardized  forms  to  which  are  affixed  photographic 
prints,  has  been  filed  with  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission. 
The  official  file  for  Topsfield,  under  the  control  of  our  Commission 
and  available  to  Town  committees,  is  in  binder  form  for  easy  perusal. 
We  have  loaned  our  negatives  to  the  Town  Library  and  have  permitted  the 
Library  to  make  copies  of  all  the  forms,  to  the  end  that  the  Library 
may  have  its  own  reference  copy. 

There  were  a  total  of  134  forms  completed  for  the  original  listing,  but 
it  is  an  on-going  project  with  a  number  of  supplemental  forms  now  be- 

ing accumulated  for  filing.    In  general,  we  used  an  1860  cutoff  date 
for  structures  where  age  alone  was  a  criterion,  but  all  church  proper- 

ties were  included,  as  well  as  certain  other  architecturally  or  histori- 
cally significant  structures,  such  as  the  Bradley  Palmer  Mansion  and 

the  home  of  George  Francis  Dow. 

The  Commission  recommended  the  naming  of  an  Historic  District  Study 
Committee  and  its  members  also  serve  on  it.    We  also  recommended 

(a)  roads  that  may  be  designated  as  "Scenic  Roads"  under  Chapter  67  of 
Massachusetts  Laws  of  1973  looking  primarily  toward  stone  wall  and 
tree  preservation,  (b)  the  naming  of  a  Celebration  Committee  for  the 
Town's  325th  Anniversary  in  1975,  and  (c)  the  naming  of  a  Bicentennial 
Commission  for  appropriate  observance  of  the  Nation's  Bicentennial  dur- 

ing 1975  and  1976. 

It  is  pleasing  to  us  that  we  have  been  consulted  and  our  views  respect- 
ed as  certain  architectural  changes  were  under  consideration  for  promi- 

nent structures  in  the  Town,  such  as  the  Town  Library  and  the  Gould 
Manor  owned  by  the  Family  Mutual  Savings  Bank.    We  encourage  more  of 
this,  as  well  as  the  adoption  of  the  Historic  District  now  under  con- 

sideration, as  part  of  a  cooperative  effort  on  the  part  of  all  con- 
cerned, looking  toward  a  harmonious  over-all  high  quality  of  architec- 

tural distinction  for  the  Town's  central  areas. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  W.  BEACHAM 
CURTIS  CAMPBELL,  Chairman 
JAMES  J.  FITZGERALD,  Secretary 
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REPORT  OF 

325TH  ANNIVERSARY  AND  BICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

Late  in  1973  the  Selectmen  named  a  combined  Town  325th  Anniversary  Com- 
mittee and  Bicentennial  Commission  with  authority  to  add  to  its  member- 

ship. 

The  celebrations  somewhat  overlap  in  that  the  Town's  anniversary  of  in- 
corporation falls  in  1975  and  the-  Nation's  Bicentennial,  while  falling 

principally  in  1976,  will  be  observed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  1975. 

As  for  the  Town's  anniversary,  we  are  working  with  interest  groups 
and  so  far  have  sponsors  for  (a)  a  chicken  barbeque,  (b)  a  costume 
ball,  (c)  dramatic  and  musical  presentations  with  historical  signifi- 

cance, and  (d)  an  expanded  annual  strawberry  festival.    All  these  would 
be  for  community-wide  participation. 

In  either  or  both  of  1975  and  1976,  we  hope  there  may  be  ceremonies  of 
dedication  of  restorations  or  improvements  carried  out  as  Bicentennial 
projects.    Amont  these  might  be  a  restoration  and  improvement  of  the 
Town  Hall  auditorium,  so  as  to  greatly  enhance  its  attractiveness  and 
usefulness  for  Town  committee  hearings,  artistic  and  educational  events, 
dramatics,  debates,  and  other  similar  activities  such  as  took  place 
there    so  much  in  the  past.    We  sense  a  revival  of  interest  in  these 
things . 

We  hope  to  encourage  private  organizations  and  individuals  to  have 
small  Bicentennial  projects  of  their  own.    A  marking  of  historic  homes 
and  sites  would  fall  into  this  category. 

We  welcome  suggestions  as  we  proceed  in  our  planning. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CURTIS  CAMPBELL,  Chairman 
MRS.  CURTIS  CAMPBELL 
MR.  §  MRS.  PETER  W.  BEACHAM 
MR.  §  MRS.  GORDON  S.  BRANDES 
MISS  JUNE  TILTON 
MRS.  ALICE  B.  WARREN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  TOWN  LIBRARY 

The  project  to  improve  and  renovate  the  Town  Library,  which  received 
initial  funding  in  1972,  was  totally  funded  and  the  project  carried  out 
in  1973. 

The  scope  of  the  project  changed  from  its  original  intent  of  an  addition 
and  renovation  to  a  renovation  project  only.  This  was  due  to  receipt  of 
bids  in  March  1973,  in  excess  of  $350,000.  The  Trustees  did  not  wish  to 
commit  the  Town  to  such  an  expense  and  rejected  the  bids.  The  project 
was  redesigned  by  the  architects  as  a  renovation  and  refurbishing,  and 
went  to  vote  at  a  special  Town  Meeting,  June  11,  1973.  By  a  vote  of  200 
to  21  the  article  passed,  appropriating  $155,000  for  the  Library  renova- tion. 

Work  began  in  late  June  and  the  building  was  completed  in  January  of 
1974.    The  Library  reopened  for  business  on  January  22nd.    No  unusual 
construction  problems  were  encountered,  with  the  exception  of  one  in- 

volving air  conditioning  ducts.    This  was  resolved  within  the  confines 
of  the  budget  and  the  total  project,  contingencies  and  all,  was  met  and 
paid  for  the  appropriated  amount  of  $155,000. 

Many  thanks  and  much  credit  is  due  the  Library  Staff,  many  townspeople, 
and  Friends  of  the  Library,  who  spent  hours  moving  and  crating  books 
for  their  move  to  the  temporary  Library  quarters  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
to  storage. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Hall  staff,  a 
successful,  although  limited,  Library  functioned  well  in  the  upstairs 
Town  Hall  Auditorium  from  July  through  December.    And  due  to  the  gener- 

osity of  a  local  family,  the  remaining  Library  collection  was  safely 
stored  on  their  property. 

In  spite  of  all  the  extra  activity  and  added  burdens  of  the  Library 
Staff,  the  usual  many  and  varied  Library  programs  were  carried  out. 
59,000  books  were  circulated,  there  were  1,053  Inter-Library  loans,  and 
55  films  were  borrowed  for  use  by  the  Library  and  other  Town  organiza- 

tions . 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  were  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  Trustees  and 
the  Library  Staff  during  the  renovation  project.    They  provided  backup 
in  morale,  publicity,  work  and  informational  service.    They  also  success 
fully  ran  their  own  projects- -art  rental,  Children's  Theater,  used  book 
sale,  museum  tour,  and  had  a  special  tennis  tournament  fund  raising 
party  in  September.    They  contributed  from  their  treasury  the  gift  of 
money  to  provide  the  new  furnishings  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Library. 

Mrs.  Mayo,  Head  Librarian,  announced  major  staff  changes  in  January, 
when  Mrs.  Helen  Dupouy,  Assistant  and  Children's  Librarian  for  ten  years 
moved  from  Topsfield.    Mrs.  Patricia  Raible  is  now  Assistant  Librarian 
and  Mrs.  Natalie  Anderson  is  Children's  Librarian. 

The  Trustees  and  Library  Staff  are  very  grateful  for  all  the  support 
from  the  townspeople  in  securing  the  renovated  Library.    The  turnout 

74 



of  over  600  persons  at  the  Open  House  on  January  21st  was  a  fine  indi- 
cation of  the  important  role  the  Library  plays  in  the  Town  of  Tops field. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYNN  V.  STEVENS,  Chairman 
PETER  A.  WILSON,  Financial  Secretary 
HELEN  SH4.CKF0RD ,  Secretary 
MARC I A  B.  SHEPLEY 
RICHARD  H.  STOWE,  JR. 
RICHARD  P.  DENTON 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRI-TOWN  COUNCIL  ON  YOUTH  AND  FAMILY  SERVICES,  INC. 

At  the  beginning  of  1973,  high  hopes  for  an  expanded  Tri-Town  Council 
were  quashed  when  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Middleton  and  Topsfield  decided 
not  to  approve  requests  for  additional  funding  and,  in  fact,  voted  vast- 

ly smaller  amounts,  with  tight  restrictions  on  their  use.    At  the  same 
time,  the  Department  of  Mental  Health  of  the  Commonwealth  was  being  cut 
back  in  its  funds,  and  was  unable  to  renew  a  contract  with  the  Tri-Town 
Council,  which  had  provided  a  large  proportion  of  our  funds  in  previous 
years . 

Largely  because  of  this  precipitous  loss  of  funding,  the  Council  had  to 
alter  radically  its  programs  and  its  philosophy. 

With  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Robert  Rafford  at  the  end  of  May,  the  Council 
hired  Audrey  Drummond  to  run  a  community-oriented  drop-in  center,  crafts 
classes,  concerts,  outings  and  other  activities.    Her  report  on  the  sum- 

mer's activities  was  mailed  last  October.    Additional  copies  are  avail- able. 

When  schools  reopened  in  September,  the  Council  provided  a  weekly  drop- 
in  center  at  the  Maryknoll  facility  in  Topsfield,  under  the  direction 
of  Jerry  Olga,  a  recent  Masconomet  graduate.    With  the  help  of  two  high 
school  student  assistants,  Jerry  is  able  to  provide  a  non- structured  al- 

ternative environment  for  junior  high  youngsters.    Games,  athletic  con- 
tests, shows  and  plays,  musical  activities  are  some  of  the  activities 

that  Jerry  and  his  staff  instigate  and  supervise  on  Saturday  nights. 

Jerry  is  in  frequent  contact  with  the  Masconomet  Guidance  Department, 
confers  with  Gerald  Fine  often  about  the  status  of  various  participants 
in  the  program,  and  attends  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Guidance  Depart- 

ment, police  chiefs,  and  court  personnel  at  Masconomet  Regional  High 
School . 

Unlike  so  many  drop-in  centers  in  the  last  few  years,  which  have  closed 
down  from  lack  of  support,  fear,  unsuitable  leadership,  or  inadequate 
facilities,  the  Tri-Town  Council  sessions  have  been  remarkably  success- 

ful.   Attendance  has  been  steadily  growing  and  now  averages  about  25 
kids  each  time.     (901  of  them  are  from  Topsfield.)    There  is  a  good  rap- 

port and  working  relationship  with  the  members  of  the  staff  at  "Tran- 
sitional Alternatives",  a  residential  community  that  shares  the  build- 

ings at  the  Maryknoll  facility. 
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Continuing  to  operate  the  drop -in  center  is  the  remaining  vestige  o£  the 
Tri-Town  Council  on  Youth  and  Family  Services.    Although  no  official 
therapy  can  be  offered  with  our  tiny  funds,  there  is  now  a  far  better 
dollar-per-capita  ratio  in  terms  of  the  number  of  people  "reached"  and 
"served".    The  center  is  a  viable,  workable,  practical  alternative  for kids  who  need  it. 

Financial  report  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARNOLD  van  WESTERING,  Chairman 

TRI-TOWN  COUNCIL  ON  YOUTH  AND  FAMILY  SERVICES 

INCOME  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1973 

Balance  01  January  1973  $  4,556.09 

INCOME: 
Department  of  Mental  Health,  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts  $  2,300.00 
Town  of  Topsfield  2,000.00 
Town  of  Middleton  666.00 
Town  of  Boxford  500.00 
Anonymous  300.00 
Private  Contributions  317.00 

TOTAL  INCOME  6,083.00  +$  6,083.00 

EXPENSES: 
Salaries  $  8,449.70 
Promotions  and  Special  Events  913.96 
Telephone  349.21 
Office  Supplies  396.89 
Postage  233.16 

TOTAL  EXPENSES  10,342.92  -$10,342.92 

Balance  31  December  1973  $  296.17 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

Sc  ho  o 1  Committee 

Carlotta  Tyler,  Chairman 
Richard  Relick,  Vice  Chairman 
Suzanne  Hart 
Erma  Scarff 
Dennis  Shinn 

School  Superintendent 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

School   Committee  Operation 

During  1  973>   the  committee  held  twenty-four  regular 
meetings  and  two  special  meetings.     Regular  meetings  are 
held  at  8:00  p.m.   on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each 
month  throughout  the  year.     The  meetings  are  held  in  the 
Proctor  School  Instructional  Materials  Center  and  are  open 
to  the  public.     Individuals  or  groups  may  have  an  item 
placed  on  the  agenda  by  forwarding  a  written  request  to  the 
superintendent  by  the  Wednesday  preceding  the  regular  meet- 

ing date.     Town  officials  and  interested  citizens  are  en- 
couraged to  attend  meetings.     Executive  sessions  are  seldom 

held  and  then  only  for  matters  requiring  privacy  and  con- 
sistent with  the  open  meeting  statute.     A  notice  is  posted 

in  the  Town  Hall  in  the  event  of  special  meetings  or 
changes  in  the  date  of  regular  meetings. 

The  committee  maintains  a  liaison  with  other  groups 
having  related  interests  in  the  schools.     Its  members  serve 
on  committees  as  follows  : 

Topsf ield-Boxf ord  School  Union  Committee-C.  Tyler, 
S.   Hart,   D.  Shinn 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Commit tee  - 
S.  Hart 

Town  Insurance  Committee -D.  Shinn 

Another  coordinating  activity  is  limited  participation 
in  the  K-1  2  regional i zation  planning  study,  which  is  being 
carried  on  by  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District 
Committee.     That  committee  began  a  study  of  a  K-1 2,  three- 
town  regional izati on  approach,  whi^h  would  bring  the  elem- 

entary schools  in  the  towns  of  Box  ford,  Middleton  and 
Top3field  under  its  jurisdiction.       The  Masconomet  Commit- 

tee has  set  a  target  of  attempting  to  place  the  issue  for 
the  voters  at  the  annual  town  meetings  in  1  97l| .  Meeting 
monthly  since  April,  the  Masconomet  committee  has  held  dis- 

cussions    of  the  wide-ranging  implications  of  K-1 2 
regionalization.     Members  of  the  Topsfield  committee  have 
attended  these  Masconomet  meetings  and  discussed  the  issues 
in  their  own  meetings.     The  three  superintendents  in  the 77 
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district  have  also  met  regularly,  attempting  to  prepare 
materials  relative  to  the  study  for  consideration  by  the 
various  groups. 

Major  discussions  thus  far  have  been  concerned  with  the 
rewriting  of  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  Agree- 

ment to  include  responsibility  for  grades  K  through  12  in 
the  three  towns  based  upon  the  so-called  Castner-Thomas  Re- 

port, the  proposed  organizational  structure  and  staffing 
patterns  of  a  K  through  12  district,   and  the  fiscal  impli- 

cations of  such  a  move.     Citizens  are  urged  to  give  full 
attention  to  the  further  progress  of  this  study  in  order 
that  they  may  be  fully  informed  on  the  issues  and  impli- 

cations and  be  in  an  appropriate  position  to  exercise  their 
judgment  when  the  question  is  brought  before  the  towns. 

Another  major  committee  activity  has  been  the  prepara- 
tion for  and  the  carrying  on  of  collective  bargaining  pro- 

cedures.    The  Topsfield  Teachers'   Association  and  the 
Topsfield  School  Committee  are  now  in  the  second  year  of  a 
two  year  agreement,  which  covers  the  1972-73  and  the  1 973- 
7k  school  years.     This  current  agreement  was  reached  after 
nine  months  of  bargaining.     Details  can  be  found  on  page 
101;  of  the  1972  Annual  Report.     Negotiations  are  presently 
proceeding  in  an  effort  to  reach  a  new  bargaining  agreement, 
which  will  become  effective  for  the  period  beginning 
September  1,  197^1--     The  Topsfield  Teachers'  Association  is 
represented  at  the  bargaining  table  by  members  of  its 
Professional  Status  Committee  with  a  Massachusetts 

Teachers'   Association  field  representative  serving  as  nego- 
tiator.    The  School  Committee  is  represented  by  a  subcom- 

mittee from  its  membership,  with  former  school  committee 
member  Thomas  Leonard  serving  as  negotiator.     Eight  bar- 

gaining sessions  have  been  held  by  mid-February  with  no 
indication  as  to  when  agreement  might  be  reached. 

Another  thrust  of  the  committee  has  been  an  attempt  to 
bring  about  a  broader  program  of  two-way  communication  be- 

tween the  school  committee  and  the  public.     Activities  to 
this  end  have  included  efforts  to  have  fuller  press  cover- 

age at  meetings,   the  issuing  of  press  releases  with  back- 
ground information,   the  inclusion  of  a  school  committee 

report  with  the  biweekly  issues  of  the  school  newsletters, 
the  preparation  of  a  handbook  for  the  public  on  the  oper- 

ation of  the  school  committee,  the  scheduling  of  periodic 
reports  on  curriculum  and  instructional  progress  by  the 
Director  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction,  and  the  setting  up 
of  a  series  of  informal  discussions  with  parents  in  each 
school  district.     Three  have  been  held  in  each  school, 
which  have  resulted  in  helpful  discussions  about  the  school 
program  among  parents,   committee  members,  and  school 
administrators . 

Another  major  action  by  the  committee  was  the  establish- 
ment,  in  conjunction  with  the  Boxford  School  Committee,  of 

a  new  position  of  Director  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction 
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for  the  Boxf ord-Topsf ield  School  Union  in  an  attempt  to 
give  strong  impetus  and  direction  to  curriculum  develop- 

ment and  implementation.     Major  objectives  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  establishment  of  this  new  position  were: 

1 .  To  bring  about  more  frequent  development  and/or 
revision  of  curriculum  programs. 
2.  To  provide  a  substantially  increased  program  of 
classroom  supervision,  with  emphasis  on  constructive 
professional  growth. 
3.  To  effect  a  better  coordination  of  programs  within 
the  two  towns  and  with  Middleton  and  Masconomet. 

[}..     To  bring  about  a  broader,  continuing  in-service 
training  program. 
5.  To  provide  a  more  systematic  approach  to  the 
acquisition  of  instructional  materials. 
6.  To  stimulate,  help  develop,   and  evaluate  the 
innovative  instructional  practices. 

Following  a  long  and  thorough  search,   the  School  Union 
Committee  elected  Dr.   Samuel  Maroon  to  fill  this  new 
position.     Dr.  Maroon  began  his  duties  in  September  and  has 
added  a  new  dimension  to  the  evaluation  and  development  of 
curriculum  and  instructional  practices. 

Financi  al 

The  impact  of  the  legislated  change  in  the  Massachusetts 
fiscal  year  cycle  has  continued  to  dominate  the  fiscal 
planning  of  the  school  system.     Still  in  the  middle  of  the 
18-month  transitional  budget  expenditure  period,   it  was 
necessary  to  begin  developing  in  September,  1  973,   a  budget 
for  the  fiscal  year  for  the  period  from  July  1,  197k 
through  June  30,  1975*     However,   after  an  intensive  period 
of  development,  discussion,   and  action,   to  meet  the  statu- 

tory submittal  date  of  December  21st,   it  became  known  only 
in  mid-December  that  a  late-filed  bill  had  been  approved  to 
permit  the  budget  submittal  to  be  delayed  until  a  date  90 
days  orior  to  the  Annual   Town  Meeting,  now  scheduled  for 
the  second  Tuesday  in  May.     The  budget  detailed  in  subse- 

quent pages  was  approved  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  School 
Committee  on  February  ]( ,   1  97/4 .     It  should  be  noted  that  it 
may  be  necessary  to  amend  this  budget  prior  to  final  sub- 

mittal  to  the  voter. 

One  major  issue,   brought  about  by  the  fiscal  year 
change  that  might  require  the  amendment  of  the  budget  is 
that  of  the   "summer  pays"  of  10 -month  personnel  who  are 
paid  on  a  12-month  basis.     The  original  budget  for  1  973- 
197J+J   as  presented  in  the     1972  Annual  Report,  included 
nearly  $100,000  for  this  purpose.     However,  with  the  pass- 

age of  permissive  legislation  in  early  March,  1973,  the 
budget  was   reduced  prior  to  the  Annual   Town  Meeting  by  that 
amount  to  postpone  the  tax  impact.     The  approved  budget  for 
19711-197^  includes  approximately  one-third  of  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  summer  pays.     A  bill  has  been  filed  which 
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would  permit  these  funds  to  be  phased  in  over  a  three- 
year  period.     The  action  of  the  Legislature  will  dictate 
what  additional  funds  must  be  provided  for  this  purpose. 

A  second  major  factor  which  may  require  additional 
funds  is  that  of  the  implementation  of  Chapter  766.  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  tentative  guidelines  of  the  Depart- 

ment of  Education,  local  school  systems  will  have  to  as- 
sume certain  costs  for  the  education  of  children  with 

special  needs  now  borne  by  the  state  or  by  parents.  There 
will  also  be  required  screening  and  evaluation  of  children 
for  special  needs,  as  well  as  the  delivery  of  services  at 
a  higher  level  than  previously  provided. 

Changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  shown  below: 

Account 
Administration 
Instruction 
Other  School  Services 

Operation  &  Main- tenance of  Plant 
Community  Services 
Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

Programs  with  Other 
Districts 

Contingency 
TOTALS 

1973/71]. 
Budget 

$    2204.1  5 
5914-807 

71  22.li. 

1  97li/75 

Budget  Increase 
$    25230  $       81  5 
655301}.  60h.97 
820l(.2        1  081  8 

80758 

1  500 

102109 

261  0 

21  351 
1110 

2537 
7813 

5276 
3725 0 3959 

2500 

23)4- 

2500 
$  77^966 

$  881567  $ 1 02601 

Percent 
of  Change 

T3% 
10.2$ 

15.2$ 
16.1$ 

71)-.  0% 
207.9% 

_  0 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  1973/197^4-  budget  shown  in 
the  first  column,  above  represents  only  an  arbitrary  seg- 

ment of  the  18-month  budget,  and  thus  has  nc  legal  signi- 
ficance.    The  large  increase  reflects  the  impact  of  the 

"summer  pays",   inflationary  pressures,  provisions  for  a 
new  salary  schedule,  and  the  provision  of  instructional 
materials  at  a  higher  level  of  support.     Some  of  the  fact- 

ors contributing  to  the  increase  are  these: 

a)  The  provision  o 
b)  Various  inflati 

(1)  Fuel 
(2)  Gas 
(3)  Power 
(I4.)  Telephone 
(5)  Transportat 

c)  Required  specia 
over  previous 

d)  Recommended  inc 
supplies  and  e 

e)  Reestablishment 
Program 

f)  Establishment  o 
g)  Establishment  o 

f  "summer  pays" 
onary  increases 

$  5077 

586 

1l267 

I4.26 
$1 5729 1  education  increase 

level 
reases  in  instructional 

quipment of  Summer  Playground 

35k02 

1  5729 

31  9i+ 

32257 

1110 

7900 

f  new  mec'ia  speciaTist f  new  teacher  aide  program 

80  f9B092 

I00 



It  should  bo  notod  that  a  limited  offset  to  these  in- 
creases is  found  in  a  planned  reduction  of  the  number  of 

classroom  teacher  positions  by  two.     This  has  been  made 
possible  through  a  decline  in  the  pupil  enrollment.  During 
the  current  year,   the  number  of  kindergarten  sections  was 
reduced  from  three  to  two  in  each  school.     It  is  expected 
that  there  will  bo  a  corresponding  reduction  of  one  primary 
grade  section  in  each  school  for  the  1 97'-|--1  975>  school  year. 

A  confusion  arises  from  preparing  an  Annual  Report  for 
the  calendar  year  1973,  which  coincides  with  only  the  first 
two-thirds  of  the  1 8-month  budget  year.     Thus,   the  record 
shows  expenditures  to  cover  the  period  from  January 
through  December  31,   1973  and  the  1 8-month  listing  is  a 
projection  only. 
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The  following  reimbursement  estimates  are  submitted: 

Budget  $  88156? 
State  Reimbursements (Estimated)     $  562979 
ifrChap t e r  7 0 ( Ge n e r a 1  Aid  to  Education) 

Element  a  ry  $  2  8 1  L<  8  9 
Secondary  ggjjj^j 

$  562979 

-^-Chapter  71    (Regional  School        $  57742 
District  Aid) 

Elementary  $    2887 1 
Secondary  2887 1 

$  57742 

For  Elementary  Purposes 
Chapter  70  $  281[|_S9 
Chapter  71  28871 
School  Transportation  19000 
Special  Education  1  5000 
Tuition  &  Miscellaneous   1  200 

3.'i556Q 
Net  Cost  to  Town  for  Elementary  Education          $  53^007 

-"-Chapter  70  and  71   estimates  based  on  2/3  of 
1973-1974  Cherry  Sheet. 

School  Facilities 

The  major  happening  of  the  year  has  been  the  develop- 
ing Proctor  School  rehabilitation  project.     This  oroject 

has  been  carried  on  primarily  by  the  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee,  with  close  assistance  and 
coordination  from  the  School  Committee.   Following  many 
months  of  planning  and  development,   the  Annual  Town  Meet- 

ing authorized  the  Long  Range  Committee  to  proceed  with 
the  rehabilitation  of  the  present  structure,   as  well  as 
adding  two  needed  facilities,   an  instructional  materials 
center,  and  a  new  cafeteria  and  kitchen.     The  project, 
which  will  cost  nearly  $800,000,  has  resulted  in  the  com- 

plete renovation  of  all  classrooms  in  the  building  with 
the  exception  of  the  four  classrooms  of  the  latest  annex 
to  be  erected.     Included  in  the  renovation  work  has  been 
the  installation  of  a  new  heating  system,  new  electrical 
system,  new  fi  re  alarm  system,  new  plumbing  system,  new 
ceilings,   and  carpeting  of  classroom  floors, as  well  as 
bringing  the  building  up  to  current  requirements  for 
safety  and  for  provisions  for  the  handicapped.     The  build- 

ing interior  has  also  been  freshly  painted  and  some  new 
equipment  provided 

Actual  work  on  this  project  began  in  May  and  is  still 
continuing  in  mid-February.     The  original  schedule  called 
for  completion  of  the  classroom  renovation  by  September 
1st  and  the  completion  of  the  IMC  and  the  cafeteria, 
kitchen  unit  by  December  31st.     However, the  classroom 
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section  did  not  become  available  for  school  use  until  the 
first  week  in  November,     During  the  interim  it  was  neces- 

sary to  make  temporary  provision  for  housing  over  two 
hundred,  intermediate  grade  children  in  temporary  quarters. 
These  quarters  were  found  by  moving  four  classrooms  to  the 
Steward  School  and.  five  classrooms  to  the  Spofford  Pond 
School  in  Boxford.     The  School  Committee  wishes  to  ack- 

nowledge its  deep  appreciation  to  the  Boxford  School  Com- 
mittee for  making  the  Spofford  Pond  facility  available  to 

the  Topsfield  students,  and  to  further  express  its  appre- 
ciation at  the  fine  attitude  with  which  the  Proctor  School 

pupils  were  received.     The  staff,  and  children  at  Spofford 
Pond  School  and  at  the  Steward  School  made  every  effort  to 
make  the  temporary  housing  most  pleasant  and  as  satisfact- 

ory as  possible.     The  housing  of  the  upper  grade  children 
at  the  Steward  School  and  at  Spofford  Pond  proved  to  be  an 
excellent  educational  experience,  both  by  giving  them  a 
much  better  insight  into  the  operation  of  other  schools  in 
the  system  and  the  opportunity  to  make  friendships  with 
children  outside  their  own  school  district. 

During  the  period  the  intermediate  pupils  were  housed 
at  Steward  and  Spofford  Pond,  the  primary  and  kindergarten 
children  carried  on  their  program  under  somewhat  trying 
circumstances.     Facilities  were  not  quite  complete  and  it 
was  necessary  to  make  many  adjustments  in  programs  and 
procedures  in  view  of  the  on-going  construction  activities. 
The  Committee  wishes  to  acknowledge  publicly,  the  excellent 
spirit  with  which  both  the  Proctor  School  staff  and  the 
Proctor  School  pupils  have  coped  with  the  distractions  and 
problems  engendered  by  the  construction  activities.     It  is 
hoped  that  by  the  time  this  Annual  Report  has  been  printed 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  the  Town  that  the 
renovation  project  will  have  been  substantially  completed, 
the  new  instructional  materials  center  and  cafeteria  in 
operation,  and  the  project  essentially  completed  except 
for  some  minor  details  and  outside  work  to  be  completed  in 
the  spring.     The  School  Committee  is  pleased  with  the  re- 

habilitated building,   feeling  that  it  does  provide  a  much 
more  pleasant,   safe,  and  educationally  stimulating  atmos- 

phere . 

Curriculum  and  Instruction 

In  order  to  keep  abreast  of  changing  curriculum  needs 
in  science -health  and  mathematics,  the  school  committee 
initiated  major  curriculum  revision  projects  in  these  areas 
A  joint  committee  of  staff  members  from  Boxford  and  Tops- 
field  was  organized  to  accomplish  the  necessary  revision 
work  in  science-health.     During  the  fall  of  1973*  the 
completed  curriculum  guide  was  submitted  to  the  school 
committee  and  was  given  preliminary  approval  for  one  year. 
Implementation  on  a  trial  basis  began  and  is  being  care- 

fully evaluated. 
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The  science -health  guide  clearly  defines  two  areas 
of  emphasis.     The  first  is  on  science  as  a  participatory 
activity.     Greater  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  observing, 
comparing,   categorizing,  using  critical  thinking  skills, 
experimenting,  investigating,   and  communicating  findings. 
Children  will  be  asked  to  take  an  active  part  in  all  of 
these  processes.     The  second  change  relates  to  the  nature 
of  the  materials  used  in  the  classroom.     The  new  curricu- 

lum places  a  priority  on  experimentation  and  discovery. 
To  this  end,  materials  have  been  recommended  at  each  grade 
level  which  will  increase  first  hand  investigation  of 
scientific  concepts.     Some  of  these  new  materials  had  been 
used  on  a  trial  basis  in  certain  classrooms  during  the 
previous  school  year.     The  science -health  committee  used 
the  results  of  this  classroom  experience  in  making  deter- 

minations regarding  their  incorporation  into  the  curricu- 
lum. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  social  and  emotional 
growth  portion  of  the  health  curriculum  has  been  given 
more  emphasis  in  the  new  guide.     Through  the  purchase  of 
additional  materials  and  by  broadening  the  responsibility 
of  teaching  social  and  emotional  growth,   the  curriculum 
will  foster  greater  discussion  and  interaction  among  the 
children.     An  equally  important  additional  focus  of  the 
curriculum  is  to  encourage  a  greater  correlation  and  inte- 

gration of  science  and  health.     This  has  been  accomplished 
by  sequencing  topics  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  them  to  be 
taught  as  closely  related  units. 

In  mathematics,   a  committee  which  included  represent- 
atives of  the  teaching  staffs  of  Boxford,  Masconomet, 

Middieton  and  Topsfield,  was  organized  to  review  and  co- 
ordinate on  a  K-1 2  basis,   the  existing  curriculum.  An 

interim  report  was  submitted  to  the  School  Committee  in  the 
fall  of  this  year. 

The  work  of  the  mathematics  committee  to  date  has  in- 
cluded a  revision  of  the  order  of  skills  contained  in  the 

previously  existing  mathematics  curriculum  and  the  addition 
of  units  on  set  theory,  number  theory,  integers,  and  metric 
measure.     Generally,   the  committee  felt  that  the  metric 
system  will  eventually  supplant  the  British  system  as  the 
standard  unit  of  measure.     In  order  to  develop  fully  a  unit 
on  metric  measure,   the  committee  recommended  pilot  programs 
which  are  currently  in  initial  stages  in  several  class- 

rooms.    The  committee  will  continue  to  work  toward  final 
completion  of  the  mathematics  curriculum  with  expectations 
of  implementation  beginning  in  September,  197J|. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  following  directions  will 
be  pervasive  in  the  development  of  the  mathematics  program 
in  the  years  directly  ahead: 

1 .     The  direction  of  the  mathematics  program  towards 
skills  which  have  greater  career  and  economic 
applicability. 



2.  The  establishment  of  minimum  expectation  standards 
for  our  students  in  mathematics. 

3.  The  encouragement  of  interdisciplinary  units  and 
projects  which  demonstrate  the  interrelationships 
of  mathematics  as  an  applied  science. 

i|.     The  encouragement  of  greater  use  of  concrete 
learning  materials  such  as  Cuisenaire  rods,  and 
other  manipulative  materials,  in  teaching  mathe- 

matics to  all  children  and  especially  with  children 
who  are  experiencing  difficulty  understanding  math 
concepts . 

Copies  of  the  science -health  curriculum  guide  and  the 
interim  report  of  the  mathematics  committee  are  available 
to  the  public  at  the  Town  Library  and  the  libraries  of  the 
schools,  as  are  all  other  curriculum  guides. 

At  the  Steward  School,  multi-aged  classroom  units  and 
team  teaching  are  the  central  focus  of  the  program.-  To- 

gether, these  organizational  techniques  allow  for  greater 
utilization  of  staff  expertise  and  planning  time.     In  turn 
teachers  are  able  to  place  greater  emphasis  on  meeting  the 
specific  needs  of  each  child.     The  multi-aged  grouping 
provides  children  with  the  opportunity  to  progress  at 
their  own  rate  and  exposure  to  a  greater  variety  of  social 
interaction. 

At  the  Proctor  School,   an  interim  report  on  the  pilot 
projects  being  conducted  in  various  classrooms  was  reviewed 
by  the  school  committee.     These  preliminary  findings  were 
encouraging.     In  all  cases,   teachers  indicated  that  child- 

ren were  enthusiastic  about  the  programs.     On  the  basis  of 
the  report,  programs  in  reading,  mathematics,  and  science 
at  the  primary  level  and  reading,  mathematics  and  spelling 
at  the  intermediate  level  will  continue  into  the  1971+ 
school  year. 

A  plan  of  early  release  of  pupils  from  school  on 
Tuesday  afternoons  makes  available  to  the  instructional 
staff  a  block  of  2-h  hours  or  more  for  concerted  planning, 
preparation  work,  inservice  training,  and  conferences  with 
parents,   the  last  primarily  in  connection  with  the  issuance 
of  the  first  and  third  progress  reports.     The  planning 
aspect  is  a  requisite  in  connection  with  the  team  teaching 
approach,  well  established  at  the  Steward  School  and  in- the 
process  of  development  in  a  somewhat  different  style  at  the 
Proctor  School.     The  preparation  aspect  deals  both  with  the 
joint  development  by  teacher  teams  of  instructional  mater- 

ials and  the  increased  need  for  learning  materials  brought 
about  by  our  attempts  to  move  toward  more  individualized 

instruction,  especially  in  reading  and "mathematics .  Also more  time  is  required  to  evaluate  the  progress  of  the 
individual  child.     The  early  release  of  pupils  in  Grades 
1-6  has  also  made  possible  the  introduction  of  a  new 
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activity  into  the  afternoon  kindergarten  programs.  The 
art,  music  and  physical  education  specialists  are  provid- 

ing an  integrated  program  offering  opportunities  for  parti- 
cipation and  developing  an  interest  in  various  creative 

activities.     At  the  same  time  the  reading  specialist,  the 
perceptually-handicapped  instructor,   and  the  school  adjust- 

ment counselor  are  working  in  the  kindergarten  classrooms, 
teaching  necessary  pre-reading  skills  and  assisting  the 
teacher  in  identifying  and  overcoming  potential  learning 
problems  for  individual  children. 

Finally,  the  vitality  of  a  school's  curriculum  depends 
on  the  ability  of  the  teaching  staff  to  create  and  imple- 

ment new  programs  in  the  classroom.     It  is  hoped  that  the 
kind  of  growth  experienced  this  year  will  continue  in  the 
future  and  that  new  and  dynamic  programs  will  result. 

Special  Needs  in  Education 

In  1972  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  enacted  Chapter 
766,   to  become  effective  in  September,  1 9Jl±.     Chapter  766 
calls  for  a  complete  restructuring  of  special  education. 
Since  its  enactment,   the  Department  of  Education  has  been 
in  the  process  of  preparing  guidelines  which  would  inter- 

pret for  school  committees  the  full  implications  of  this 
sweeping  legislation.     Although  the  guidelines  are  not  yet 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Education,  the  preliminary  drafts 
of  the  guidelines  suggest  that  this  chapter  will  have 
tremendous  programatic  and  fiscal  impact  on  public  schools. 

The  intent  of  the  law  is  to  cause  a  comprehensive  over- 
haul of  special  education  programs.     Essentially,   it  will 

have  impact  in  four  areas.     Firstly,   it  calls  for  a  compre- 
hensive program  of  screening  and  evaluation.     The  intent 

of  this  emphasis  is  to  cause  earlier  diagnosis  of  problems 
which  might  severely  limit  a  child's  learning  capacities 
and  to  provide  for  effective  program  planning  for  children 
found  to  have  special  needs. 

Secondly,   it  calls  for  optimal  integration  of  special 
needs  children  into  the  regular  school  program.  Removing 
the  social  and  emotional  problems  which  arise  when  a  child 
is  isolated  from  children  of  his  own  age  is  the  intent  of 
this  emphasis.     It  is  expected  that,  whenever  possible, 
a  child  will  be  a  participant  in  the  regular  classroom 
program. 

Thirdly,   the  law  places  the  programatic,  fiscal,  and 
legal  responsibility  of  providing  an  education  for  special 
needs  children  upon  the  local  school  district. 

Finally,  Chapter  766  will  create  a  new  state  reimburse- 
ment system  which  will  encourage  new  programs  in  special 

education.     Reimbursement  to  local  systems  will  be  based 
upon  the  excess  costs  over  regular  per  pupil  expenditures. 
However,   the  total  amount  of  state  reimbursement  for 
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education  will  not  be  increased  because  greater  reimburse- 
ment for  special  education  will  be  offset  by  diminished 

funds  for  general  aid  to  education. 

Plans  are  currently  being  formulated  to  deal  with  the 
implementation  of  Chapter  766  in  the  Topsfield  Schools. 
Recently,  the  School  Committee  appropriated  funds  needed 
to  become  a  member  school  district  in  the  North  Shore 
Regional  Consortium.     The  Consortium  represents  nine  north 
shore  school  systems.     The  purpose  of  the  Consortium  is  to 
cooperate  jointly  on  the  creation  of  special  education 
programs  which  could  not  be  practically  begun  within  the 
individual  school  districts. 

Although  programs  related  to  Chapter  766  are,  as  yet, 
in  the  initial  stages  of  development,  a  gradual  "phasing 
in"  process  will  take  place  in  the  coming  school  years. 
This  process  will  create  some  dramatic  and  necessary 
changes  in  the  special  education  program. 

School  Lunch  Program 

Careful  management,  an  increase  in  subsidy,  and  the 
increased  receipts  from  raising  the  price  to  %.35  resulted 
in  a  substantial  profit  of  over  $3500  for  the  1  972-1973 
school  year.     The  annual  financial  statement  follows: 

Receipts Expenditures 

Sales 
USDA $  32823.37 

1 6050.02 

$  55B73739 

Food        $  2k562.89 
Labor  18857-79 
Other  1856.97 

$  1+5277.65 
The  average  percentage  of  participation  for  the  year 

was  61$.     Nearly  88,000  Class  A,  hot  lunches  were  served 
at  an  average  cost  of  $.53  per  meal.     Of  this  cost  per 
meal  $.28  went  for  food  and  milk  purchases,  $.23  for  labor, 
and  $.02  for  equipment  and  other  expenses. 

The  Steward  School  hot  lunch  program  has,  of  course, 
continued  in  a  customary  fashion  during  the  current  school 
year.     Unfortunately,  however,  in  view  of  the  renovation 
project,  the  Proctor  School  has  not  been  able  to  offer  a 
hot  lunch  program  during  the  first  half  of  the  1973-1974 
school  year.     Students  have  brought  bag  lunches  and  have 
had  milk  available  for  purchase.     Not  only  has  there  been 
the  unavailability  of  a  nourishing,  hot  meal,  but  the  re- 

duced participation  along  with  rising  food  costs,  higher 
labor  costs,  and  the  temporary  two -months  loss  of  the 
federal  milk  subsidy  have  brought  about  a  deficit  picture 
for  the  first  four  months  of  the  current  school  year.  A 
loss  of  $540  has  been  recorded  through .December . 

There  is  keen  anticipation  of  the  availability  of  the 
new  lunchroom  and  kitchen.     A  smaller,  brighter,  lunchroom 
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will  serve  the  students  in  three  sittings,   reducing  the 
number  eating  at  one  time  by  a  half.     The  separation  of 
the  lunchroom  from  the  all-purpose  auditorium  and  gymnasium 
will  provide  a  cleaner,  more  attractive  eating  facility 
which  will  contribute  materially  to  an  improved  lunch 
program. 

Health  Services 

The  continuing  school  health  program  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  school  program.     The  many  facets  of  the  pro- 

gram are  carried  out  by  Mrs.   Julia  McArdle,   School  Nurse, 
and  by  Dr.   Clarence  Thornton,   School  Physician.  Included 
in  these  services  are: 

Physical  Examination 
Hearing  testing 
Vision  testing 
Lazy  Eye  Clinic 
Tuberculosis  Tine  Tests 
Influenze  Vaccine 

51    students,  l\  referrals 
All    students,   23  referrals 
All   students,  111  referrals 
65  preschoolers,   7  referrals 
36  staff 
1|9  staff 

In  addition  the  height  and  weight  of  each  pupil  is  re- 
corded annually.     First  aid  is  administered  and  care  is 

given  ill  or  injured  pupils  until  their  parents  can  assume 
the  responsibility.     Parents  of  pupils  being  evaluated  for 
perceptually -hand: capped  assistance  are  interviewed. 

New  Legislation 

Ever:/  year  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  enacts 
several  pieces  of  legislation  which  have  major  influences 
in  the  school  canmittees  operation  of  the  schools.  Three 
statutes  previously  enacted  are  still  creating  the  pres- 

sures of  initial  implementation.     The  first  was  the  act 
which  has  brought  about  the  change  to  a  new  fiscal  year 
cycle  whi ch  begins  the  fiscal  year  on  July  1st  rather 
than  on  January  1st.     The  second,   Chapter  766,   is  detailed 
in  a  separate  section.     Its  influences  on  school  programs 
and  costs  will  be  of  major  proportion  during  the  years 
immediately  ahead.     The  third,   Chapter  622  of  the  Acts 
of  1971,  was  an  act  to  prohibit  discrimination  in  public 
schools.     An  ad  hoc  committee  has  prepared  recommendati oris 
to  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  promulgation 
into  binding  regulations  for  enforcement  of  this  and  re- 

lated statutes.     The  puroose  of  these  regulations  is  to 
guarantee  access  to  equal   educational  opportunity  for  all 
regardless  of  race,   sex,  national   origin,  color,  or 
religion.     These  regulations,   Y  road  in  scope,  woulo  govern 
school  admissions,   admissions  to  courses  of  study,  guid- 

ance programs,  course  content  including  educational  mater- 
ials, extra-curricular  and  athletic  activities.  Action 

upon  these  proposed  recommendations  is  scheduled  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  March,   1973-     Amoner  the  1973  enact- 

ments of  interest  are  the  following: 
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Chapter  j?2     Permitted  school  committees  to  defer  for 
one  year  from  their  1 8-month,  1  973/1  97li  budgets  the  funds 
for  " summer  pays"  of  teachers. 

Chapter  113  Authorizes  payroll  deductions  from  the 
salaries  of  teachers  for  the  current  dues  of  the  teacher 
associations,   local,   state,  or  national. 

Chapter  209  Authorized  school  committees  to  set 
appropriate  guidelines  for  the  celebration  of  Christmas 
and  other  festivals  in  public  schools. 

Chapter  621   Allows  a  moment  of  meditation  for  school 
prayer  in  the  public  schools.     Previous  legislation  in 
1966  required  that  a  period  of  silence  not  to  exceed  one 
minute  be  observed  at  the  commencement  of  classes  each  day. 
Chapter  621    amended  that  to  require  that  the  teacher  an- 

nounce a  period  of  silence  for  meditation  or  prayer.  This 
act  became  effective  in  August.     However,  the  constitu- 

tionality of  this  was  immediately  challenged.  The 
Commissioner  of  Education  sought  a  ruling  from  the  Attorney 
General.     Pending  this  ruling,  no  action  has  been  taken  to 
implement  Chapter  621 . 

Chapter  660  Exempts  teachers  from  civil  liability  for 
emergency  first  aid  or  transportation  rendered  to  injured 
students . 

Chapter  Provides  that  parents  of  a  pupil  in  a 
public  school  may  inspect  certain  school  records  concern- 

ing the  pupil. 

Chapter  SI; 7  Regulates  the  issuance  of  teacher  certifi- 
cates. This  sweeping  enactment  will  provide  a  requirement 

of  on-the-job  evaluation  by  a  team  of  e valuators  as  a  pre- 
requisite for  permanent  teacher  certification.  Guidelines 

are  vet  to  be  developed  for  the  implementation  of  this  new 
approach.  Massachusetts  will  be  the  first  state  to  estab- 

lish such  a  requirement. 

Chapter  1 025  Sets  a  submittal  requirement  date  of 
March  31st,  or  forty-five  days  prior  to  annual  town  meet- 

ing,  in  the  case  of  regional  school  district  budgets. 

Chapter  1 078  Amends  and  expands  the  law  relative  to 
collective  bargaining  to  state  employees.     It  would  appear 
to  exclude  administrative  supervisory  personnel  from 
bargaining.     Requires  as  a  condition  of  employment  the 
payment  of  an  agency  fee  to  the  employee  organization  ■ 
which  is  designated  as  the  bargaining  agent.     Sets  up 
voluntary  and  binding  negotiation  impasse  arbitration. 
Mandates  no  payment  for  any  person  who  enp;ages  in  a  strike. 
In  case  of  suspension  or  dismissal,  grants  employee  the 
right  to  choose  either  binding  arbitration  or  the  tenure 
procedure,  but  not  both. 
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Chapter  1 099     Sets  a  submittal  requirement  date  of 
ninety  days  prior  to  the  annual  town,  meeting  in  the  case 
of  town  departments  and  school  committees.     This  replaces 
the  previous  December  21  at  requirement. 

The  School  Committee  does  actively  endeavor  to  review 
significant  bills  being  considered  by  the  Legislature, 
takes  a  formal  position  on  many  bills,   and  makes  its 
position  known  to  its  representatives,   its  senator,  and 
the  appropriate  legislative  committees.     The  committee 
members  strongly  urge  public  scrutiny   of  ana  involvement 
in  the  legislative  process,  which  inevitably  has  sweeping 
implication  for  local  school  programs  and  costs. 

Enrollment,  October  1,  1973 

Grades Boys Girl  s Total 
K 

k< 

35 

Bo 

1 

65 
65 

130 
2 55 

52 

i  07 

3 

59 

Ik 
133 

k 

63 

73 
136 

5 75 66 

11+1 

6 

72 
72 

1lii| 

535 
H37 

b71 

School  Census 
Boys Cxi  rl  s 

Number between 5 and 7 

years 

of age 

1  07 
105 

Number between 7 and 

1i+ 

years 
of 

age 

51  o 

Number between and 16 

years 

of age 168 

153 

Number between 
16 

and 
21 years 

of 
age 

138 116 
923 

8  St 

1  781 

No  School  Signal 

No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WBZ, 
WMEX,  WEEI,  WHDH,  WESX,   and  WMLC  between  7:00  and  7:30  a.m 
if  there  is  no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regard - 
"No  School"  are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent  for 
the  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  only.     Announcements  for 
the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the 
Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  "Masco- 

nomet Regional  High  School." 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  a.m.   to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes   (grades  Kindergarten  through 
six)   for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:1+5  a.m.  will 
indicate  no  afternoon  Kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  co]<i   weather,  parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgement  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 
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Entering  Age  Policy 

The  established  policy  reads  as  follows  : 

Age  of  Admission  -  Children  entering  Kindergarten 

must  reach  their" fifth  birthday  by  October  31st  of  the year  in  which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  fifth  birthday  in  the  three- 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1    through  - 
January  31  )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion  of 
screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school  system. 
The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will  be  final 
and  binding. 

Children  entering  Grade  Ore  without  previous  success- 
ful public  school  kindergarten  experience  must  reach  their 

sixth  birthday  by  October  31 st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll . 

Children  who  reach  their  sixth  birthday  in  the  three  - 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1  through 
January  3^ )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school  system, 
The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will  be  final 
and  binding. 

Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from  other 
school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions  : 

(1 )  the  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized  school 
system. 

(2)  in  every  case,   the  admission  of  the  underage 
children  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness  of  the 
child  to  profit  by  the  appropriate  grade  program  of 
the  Topsfield  Public  Schools,   such  fitness  to  be 
determined  by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

(3)  all  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  term. 

Immuni  z  a  ti  on 

The  law  now  requires  immunization  against  diphtheria, 
pertussis,   tetanus,  measles,   and  poliomyelitis  as  a  con- 

dition of  school  attendance.     A  child  may  he  admitted  upon 
certification  by  a  physician  that  the  health  of  the  child 
would  be  endangered  by  such  immunizations ,  or  by  certifi- 

cation by  the  parent  that  immunization  conflicts  with  his 
sincere   religious  beliefs.     Parents  are     re que ;ted  to  at- 

tend to  this  matter  prior  to  the  spring  registration  for 
Kindergarten  if  possible. 
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Te  ache  rs '   Pi  re  c  t  o  ry -  January,   1  97  k 

Proctor  School 

 Name 
Joseph  F.  Bat eman, Jr. 
Shirley  Joslyn 
Anne  P.  Cowles 
Hazel  Pizzario 
Ann  Wis we 11 
June  Behrens 
Martina  I.  Evans 
Cynthia  Hurley 
Eleanor  G.  Becker 
Joyce  Bersten 
Elizabeth  Salt 
Clare  Campbell 
F.   Gilbert  Miller 
Gloria  E.  Thurston 
William  Pocrachik 
Pauline  Renaud 
Sallie  Wilber 
Pauline  K. Cunningham 
Joan  V.  Ford 
Thomas  F.  Voyer 

Steward  School 
Earl   H.  Peabody 
Martha  Gorman 
Melinda  Johnson 
Sandra  Nute 
Dorothy  Riley 
Susan  L.  Martin 
Christine  Simmons 
Ruth  A.  Toomey 
Barbara  Gray 
Kenneth  Seus 
Maureen  Shaw 
Lillian  Halen 
Deborah  Levinson 
June  C.  Rendle 
Janet  Rider 
Helen  L.  Webster 
Judith  Woodman 
Kathryn  Eaten 
Alfred  B.  Jones 
Joseph  Menesale 

Appoint- Sub ject  ment 
Principal 1972 

Kindergarten 1  961 
Grade 1 1  970 
Grade 1 

1953 

Grade 1 1968 
Grade 2 1  969 

Grade 2 
1  967 

Grade 2 1972 

Grade 3 1966 
Grade 3 1  970 

Grade 3 

1964 

Grade k 1951 

Grade 

iT 

I960 
Grade h 

1961; 

Grade 5 1  971 

Grade 5 1  970 

Grade 5 1956 
Gra  de 6 

1  959 

Grade 6 1  961 
Grade 6 1  962 

Pri  ncipal 1  968 
Kindergarten 1  966 
Grade 1  -2 

1  969 

Grade 1  -2 
1972 

Grade 1  -2 1958 

Grade 1  -2 
1  965 

Grade 1  -2 
1972 

Grade 1  -2 1  960 
Grade 

3>-k 

1  969 

Grade 3-k 

1973 

Grade 3-U 

1973 

Grade 
3-U 1971 

Grade 3-1* 1971 

Grade 3-U 
1  96/+ 

Grade 

5-6 

1  969 
Grade 

5-6 

1957 

Grade 

5-6 

1070 
Grade 

5-6 

1  969 

Grade 

5-6 

1  960 
Grade 

5-6 

1972 
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College  or Univer  s  i  t  v_  

Salem  State  Coll. 
Plymouth  State  Coll 
Boston  U. 
Worcester-  State  Coll 
U.  of  Massachusetts 
Boston  U. 
Randolph  Macon  Coll 
U.   of  Michigan 
Simmons  College 
U.  of  Cincinnati 
Anticch  Coll. 
Salem  State   Coll . 
Boston  U. 
Tufts  Coll. 
Boston  State  Coll. 
Harvard  U. 
Sargent  Coil. 
Northeastern  U. 
Smith  Coll. 
Salem  State  Coll. 

Washington  State Coll 
Colby  Coll. 
Boston  U. 
Concordia  Coll. 
Rhode  Island  Coll. 
Lesley  Coll. 
St.  U.   of  New  York 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Radcliffe  Coll. 
Norths  a  stern  U . 
Gordon  Coll. 
Washburn  U. 
Gordon  Coll. 
Salem  State  Coll. 
BridgewA ter  St. Coll 
Salem  State  Coll. 
Salem  State  Col]  . 
Wesleyan  Col  J . 
Northeastern  U. 
Salem  State  Col] . 



Specialists 

Mary  S.  Schade 
Alice  F.  Boffetti 
Theodore  Michell 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 
Jill  Mac Donald 
Lois  Crane 

Louise  Hall 

Rosalind  Blair 
Sandra  Bo is en 
Julia  McArdle 

Calista  Greersough 
Ruth  M.  Bell 
Kathryn  Stearns 

Art  1 967 
Music  1961). 
Instr. Music  1968 
Phys.  Educ.  196? 
Phys.  Educ.  1969 
School  Adjust. 
Counselor  1962 
Reading  1  973 

Speech  1 973 
Speech  1973 
School  Nurse  1972 

Librarian  1969 
Cafe.   Suprv.  1959 
Perceptual ly 
Handicapped  1968 

Wheelock  Coll. 
N.E.  Conservatory 
Boston  Conservatory 
Boston  U. 
Iowa  StateU. 

Boston  U. 
Maryville  Coll  of 
Sacred  Heart 

Northeastern  U. 
San  Jose  U. 

St.  Elizabeth's 
Hospital 

Northeastern  U. 
Framingham  St. Coll. 

Kansas  City  Jr. Coll. 

98 



TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  -  January  1,  1973  $  510,627.21 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  $  565,165.64 
School  Building  Assist. -Construction  14,668.76 
Title  I  -  8910  9,877.00 
Title  II  1,868.69 
Transportation  -  69-71  8,115.68 
Federal  Aid  #874  7,577.00 
Schoo 1  Lunch  Re  imbur s  emen t  15,199.54 
Immunization  Assistance  Program  50.00 
State  §  Federal  Aid  -  Regional  School  23,223.73 
Education  Handicapped  -  Vocational 

Students  656.62 
Library  Aid  1,959.38 
Corporation  Tax  27.64 
Matching  Stabilization  Funds  100,000.00 
Highway  -  Chanter  81  13,491.00 
Highway  -  Chapter  90  9,559.13 
Highway  -  Chapter  58  16,301.93 
Special  Education  -  Chapter  88  18A  14,206.00 
Veterans'  Benefits  2,281.82 
Highway  Safety  Program  995.00 
Revenue  Sharing  Program  8  8,689.00 
Local  Aid  -  Lottery  24,794.99 
Corporation  §  Tax  Reimbursement  5,557.95 

Collector  of  Taxes: 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  2,192,124.37 
Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  3,375.12 
Filing  Liens  1,308.00 
Water  Rates  66,619.50 

Construction  $  Connections  Fees  5,978.02 

County  of  Essex: 
Chapter  90  Construction  4,779.57 
Court  Fines  1,270.00 

Cemetery  Department: 
Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations  5,611.00 
Special  Gift    3,205,322  .08 

Carried  Forward  $3,715,959.29 
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Brought  Forward $.3,715,959.29 

Library: 
Book  Fines $ 

1,102.20 Non- Residents 167.00 

Schools: 
Cafeteria 

* 
27,467.87 

Woodbury   Auditorium  Rent 554.00 
Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions 

1,882.20 Book  Fines  -  Personal  Calls 76.29 

County  Retirement 15,035.53 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes 138,928.37 
State  Withholding  Taxes 39,757.92 

Building  Fees 
2,974.00 Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance ) 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  0. 
M.  E.I 

16,191.98 Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance ) 
By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists 277.43 

Dog  Licenses 2,216.20 Disposal  Installers  Permits 190.00 
Gas  Permits 328.50 
I.  D.  Cards 6.00 
BTW  Licenses  -  Food  $  Milk  Permits  - Sunday  Lie.  716.00 
Insurance,  Payments  §  Adjustments 

3,986.44 Percolation  Tests 
1,650.00 Pistol  Permits  §  Firearms  I.  D. 810.00 

Plumbing  Permits 
1,485.50 Reimbursements : 

3M  Copies 299.00 
BTW  District  Telephone  Refund 53.06 
Zoning  Board  Requirement 100.00 
Plowing  State  Roads 136.50 
Overpayments 371.13 
Conservation  Commission 150.00 
Miscellaneous 420.00 
1971  Census  Reimbursement 

1,353.25 Advance  Payments  Refund 10,001.00 Sealer  Weights  $  Measures 137.00 
Special  Police  Duty 16,924.00 

Carried  Forward  $4,001,707.66 

100 



Brought  Forward 

Ford  Foundation 
Federal  Share  Interest 
Miscellaneous  Accounts  Interest 
General  Account  Interest 
Tree  Planning 
Short  Term  Notes 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 
Trust  Funds 
Wire  Inspection  Fees 
Wenham  -  Use  of  Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Proctor  School  -  Original  §  Renewal 
Library  Renovation 
Marcia  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund 
Stabilization  Fund 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 

$4,001,707.66 

$  1,375.00 
3,240.93 111.64 

4,256.16 
8.00 

600,000.00 

5,320.00 
63,996.78 
2,390.00 

20,000.00 
Notes  1,096,000.00 

200,000.00 
170.00 

100,000.00  2,096,868.51 

$6,098,576.17 

DISBURSEMENTS 

January 
February 
March 
April May 
June 
July 
.August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Warrants  1-5  incl 6-  9 

10-14 
15-18 
19-22 
23-27 
28-31 
32-36 
37-40 
41-44 
45-49 
50-53 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1973 

;  135, 
207, 
531, 

180, 
164, 
569, 
188, 
649, 
266, 
373, 

1,250, 
919, 

300.46 
283.97 
406.00 
843.57 
264.42 
887.93 
161.54 
890.53 
408.39 
101.51 
878.59 
824.74 

$5,437,251.65 

$  661.324.52 

ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1973 

TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 

Current  Year: 

Personal  83,163.04 
Real  Estate  1,828,486.30  1,911,649.34 

Previous  Year 
Personal  2,463.38 
Real  Estate  39,574.59  42,037.97 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1969  130.90 
Year  1970  242.83 
Year  1971  1,776.70 
Year  1972  79,466.78 
Year  1973  156,819.85  238,437.06 

From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Corporation  and  Meals  Tax  27.64  27.64 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits  280.00 
Victuallers,  Milk  Storage,  etc.  64.00 
Miscellaneous  366.00 
Sunday  Licenses  6.00 
Pistol  Permits  and  Firearms  I.  D.  810.00  1,526.00 

Carried  Forward  2,193,678.01 
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Brought  Forward 2,193,678.01 

Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government  and  State: 
Federal  School  Aid  -  PL  874 
School  -  ESEA  1-89-10 
School  -  ESEA  II -Library 
School  -  Spec  Ed  -  Ch  58-18A 
School  -  Ch  70 
School  -  Building  Assistance 
School  -  Transportation 
School  -  Misc  Assistance 
Fed  §  State  Aid  -  Reg  School 
State  Aid  to  Library 
Veterans'  Benefits 
Communicable  Disease  Refund 

Highway  -  Ch  81  Maintenance 
Highway  -  Ch  90  Construction 
Highway  -  Ch  58-18B 
Highway  Safety  Program 
Matching  Stabilization  Funds 
Corporation  §  Tax  Reimb 
Local  Aid  Lottery 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

From  County: 
Court  Fines 
Highway  Ch  90  Construction 

7,577.00 -9,877.00 

1,868.69 
14,206.00 

565,165.64 
14,668.76 
8,115.68 656.62 

23,223.73 
1,959.38 
2,281.82 50.00 

13,491.00 
9,559.13 

16,301.93 995.00 
100,000.00 

5,557.95 
24,794.99 

1,270.00 
4,779.57 

909,039.32 

6,049.57 
General  Government 

Collector  -  Tax  Liens  1,308.00 
Installers'  Permits  190.00 
Percolation  Tests  1,650.00 
Building  Permits  2,974.00 
Gas  Permits  328.50 
Plumbing  Permits  1,485.50 
Wiring  Permits  2,390.00 
Scales,  Weights  §  Measures  137.00 
Sale-Res  Lists,  Maps,  By-Laws  277.43 
I.  D.  Cards  6.00 

Police  Dept  -  Accident  Reports  299.00 
Hearing  -  Zoning  Board  100.00 
Hearing  -  Conservation  Comm  150.00 
Donation  -  Tree  Planning  Comm  8.00 
BTW  Health  Dist  Phone  Refund  53.06 

State  -  Snow  Plowing  Reimb  136.50 
State  -  1971  Census  Reimb  1,353.25 
Town  of  Wenham  -  Sanitary  Land  Fill  20,000.00 
Ford  Foundation  -  Conservation  Comm  1,375.00 
Police  Special  Duty  16,924.00 51,145.24 

Carried  Forward 
3,159,912.14 
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Brought  Forward  3,159,912.14 

Water  Department 

Water  Rates  66,619.50 
Water  Connections  3,698.02 
Water  Construction  Fees  2,280.00  72,597.52 

School 

School  Lunch  Receipts  27,467.87 
School  Lunch  Reimb  -  State  15,199.54 
School  Tuition  1,882.20 
School  Auditorium  Rental  554.00 
Misc  Sale  of  Supplies  $  Phone  Reimb         76.29  45,179.90 

Library 

Fines  1,102.20 
Non-Resident  Fees  167.00 
Marcia  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund  170.00  1,439.20 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  1,316.00 
Reimbursement  -  Burials  1,220.00 
Bequests  £j  Endowments  2,769.00 
Foundations  306.00  5,611.00 

Interest  on  Deferred  Taxes  3,375.12 

Unclassified 

Essex  County  Retirement  Board  15,035.53 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  138,928.37 
State  Withholding  Tax  39,757.92 
Blue  Cross  $  Boston  Mut  Life  Ins  16,191.98 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,320.00 
Dog  Licenses  for  County  2,216.20 
Advance  Payments  Refunded  10,001.00 
Refunds,  Dup  Pmts ,  Voided  Checks  371.13 
Insurance  Payments  §  Adjustments  3,986.44 
Miscellaneous  420.00 
Interest  -  General  Account  4,256.16 

Revenue  Sharing  Account  3,240.93 
Misc  Accounts  111.64  239,837.30 

Carried  Forward  3,527,952.18 
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Brought  Forward 3,527,952.18 
Trust  Funds 

General  Library  Fund  4,361.26 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  966.76 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  4,993.23 
George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  106 . 32 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  4,784.52 
Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund  6,304.01 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  38,168.03 
South  Side  Cem  Perp  Care  Fund  812.65  60,496.78 

Cemetery  Account  3,500.00 

Stabilization  Fund  100,000.00 

Loans 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue  600,000.00 
Short  Term  Notes  -  Original  §  Renewal 

Proctor  School  Addition  1,096,000.00 
Library  Remodeling  200,000.00  1,296,000.00 

Total  Receipts  5,587  ,9.48.96 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1973  510,627.21 

TOTAL  6,09  8,576..  17 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

PAYMENTS 

December  31,  1973 

Town  Officers'  Salaries 

Moderator 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Selectmen 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Assessors 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Town  Treasurer 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Town  Clerk 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

45.00 
30.00 
15.00 

2,250.00 
1,500.00 750.00 

5,100.00 
3,400.00 
1,700.00 

6,375.00 
4,250.00 
2,125.00 

1,875.00 
1,250.00 625.00 

$  30.00 

1,500.00 

3,400.00 

4,250.00 

1,250.00 

Town  Collector 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Town  Accountant 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

6,000.00 
4,000.00 
2,000.00 

1,050.00 700.00 
350.00 

300.00 
200.00 
100.00 

4,000.00 

700.00 

200.00 

Planning  Board 
Appropriation 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

900.00 
900.00 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Total  Officers'  Salaries 

75.00 
50.00 
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Brought  Forward 
$15,380.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Town  Hall  Clerks  $17,118.46 
Office  Supplies  §  Equipment  746.29 
Telephone  322.95  $18,187.70 

Selectmen: 
Printing,  Postage  §  Books  199.50 

Dues                  ̂   159. 0Q  358.50 
Accountant : 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  353.90 
Dues  5.00  358.90 

Treasurer: 
Filling  Fees  66.00 
Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  365.25 

Bond                  ̂   150.00 Checks  421.17 
Dues  10 . 00 
Vault  Rental  13.00 
Business  Machines  Maint  78.20  1,103.62 

Town  Collector: 
Telephone  73.03 
Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  1,090.14 

Bonds    "             '  252.00 Dues  10.00 
Tax  Taking  Fees  20.00 
Tax  Bill  Preparation  66.00  1,511.17 

Assessors: 
Abstracting  Deeds  157.01 
Printing,  Books,  etc.  461.96 
Meeting  $  Transportation  359.35 

Dues                  ~  72.00 Engineering  Fees  48.00 
Consultation  Fees  40.00 
Tax  Bill  Preparation  376.92  1,515.24 

Finance  Committee: 
Secretarial  145.00 
Printing  8.00 
Dues  40.00  193.00 

Zoning  Board  -  Misc  Expense  41.52 

Town  Counsel: 
Fees  5,583.33 
Constable  Bond  20.00  5,603.33 

Sub-Total  "$28,872.98 
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Brought  Forward 
Sub -Total  Forward 

$15,380.00 
$28,872.98 

Town  Clerk: 
Recording  Fees  $ 87 .50 
Printing,  Postage,  Supplies 

215 .  24 
Bond 10 .00 
Publishing  Legal  Notices 

225 
.00 

Dues 
20 

.00 
557.74 

Total  Officers  1  Expenses 29,430. .72 

Appropriation  $50,715.00 
Brought  Forward  110.00 
Expended  29,430.72 
Balance  Carried  Forward  21,394.28 

Elections: 
Registrars 400. .  00 
Constable 50. .00 
Election  Officers 320, .00 
Addressograph,  Printing,  etc. 501. ,93 

Warrants  %  Ballots 636. 
.20 

Misc  Election  Expenses 705 . .  42 2,613. 
.55 

Appropriation  5,000.00 
Balance  Forward  100.00 
Expended  2,613.55 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,486.45 

Census  Listing 433. ,20 
Appropriation  675.00 
Expended  433.20 
Balance  Carried  Forward  241.80 

Selectmen's  Special 
Council  on  Aging 101. ,69 
Golden  Agers 249. ,60 
Recording  Fees,  Appraisals 

278. ,00 

Scales,  Weights  §  Measures 512. ,68 

Books  $  Printing 144. ,14 

Legal  $  Consulting  Fees 350. ,00 

Meetings 
60. 

,00 
Unexpected  Expense,  Town  Committees 315. 

,85 
Donations 

25. 
,00 

Miscellaneous 
33. 

.18 
2,070. 

,14 

Appropriation  3,750.00 
Expended  2,070.14 
Balance;  Carried  Forward  1,679.86 

Carried  Forward  $49,927.61 
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Brought  Forward 
$49,927.61 

Town  Hall: 
Janitor  Services  $  2,260.00 
Water  48.00 
Fuel  1,514.26 
Electricity  1,530.46 
Janitors'  Supplies  405.41 
Maintenance  §  Repairs  648.28 
Water  Cooler  250.00  6,656.41 

Appropriation  $11,689.00 
Expended  6,656.41 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,032.59 

Town  Hall  Furnishings 
Balance  Brought  Forward  98.05 

1966  Town  Hall  Remodeling 
Balance  Brought  Forward  165.84 

Communications  Center: 

Operators'  Wages  24,628.65 
Telephone       "  4,006.89 Radio  Equipment  367.00 
Radio  Misc  §  Maintenance  57.30 
Office  Supplies  218.45 
Misc  Supplies  68.02  29,346.31 

Appropriation  46,120.00 
BTW  Phone  Refund  53.06 

46,173.06 
Expended  29,346.31 
Balance  Carried  Forward  16,826.75 

Police  Department: 
Police  Chief's  Salary  $14,666.00 
Police  Duty  62,097.99 
Cruiser  Maintenance  9,826.32 
Uniforms  $  Guns  1,680.18 
Radio  Maintenance  1,103.27 
Office  Supplies  745.35 
Misc  Supplies  328.90 
Telephone  403.88 
Street  Lining  $  Signs  1,341.58 
Balance  Due  1973  Cruiser  216.10 
Copy  Machine  Purchase  892.50 
Training  30 . 00 
Matron  Duty  116.85 
Dues  40 . 00 
Meetings,  Conventions,  etc.  472.76  93,961.68 

Carried  Forward  $179,892.01 
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Brought  Forward  $179,892.01 

Appropriation  -  Town  Share 
$  61,101.00 

Approp  fr  Revenue  Sharing  68.000.00 
129,101.00 

Expended  93,961.68 
Departmental  Transfer   174 
Balance  Carried  Forward  35,138.58 

1972  Police  Cruiser  106.05 
Balance  Brought  Forward  106.05 
Expended  106.05 

1972  Police  Radio  Equip  695.00 
Balance  Brought  Forward  695.00 
Expended  695.00 

1973  Police  Cruiser  3,700.00 
Appropriation  3,700.00 
Expended  3,700.00 

1973  Breathalyzer  Purchase  1,000.00 
Appropriation  1,000.00 
Expended  1,000.00 

Police  Chief's  Add'l  Comp  1,660.00 
Appropriation  1,660.00 
Expended  1,660.00 

Police- Incentive  Pay  2,338.74 
Appropriation  2,338.00 
Trans  fr  Police  Dept   .  74 

2,338.74 

Police-Special  Duty  16,957.00 
Payments  Received  16,924.00 
Expended  16,957.00 
Debit  Bal  Carried  Fwd  33.00 

Civil  Defense 
Director  $  200.00 
Car  Expense  300.00 
Maintenance  §  Repair  273.95 
Hardware  §  Supplies  26.03 
Personnel  Equip  §  Training  218.44 
New  Equipment  753.00 
Insurance  59.00  1,830.42 

Balance  Brought  Forward  413.91 
Appropriation  2,500.00 

2,913.91 
Expended  1,830.42 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,083.49 

Carried  Forward  $208,179.22 
111 



Brought  Forward $208,179.22 

Fire  Department 
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Ac; Radio  Maintenance 262 96 
Fire  Alarm  Maintenance 55 

34 

Postage,  Printing,  etc. 9 45 
Dues 8 00 
Books  §  Publications 

97 

90 
Training  Hours 

148 00 24,154.57 

Balance  Brought  Fwd 
Appropriation 
Overpayment  Returned 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Fwd 

i  1,576.11 
39,658.00 

51.90 

41,286.01 
24,154.57 
17,131.44 

1972  New  Fire  Truck 
1972  Balance  Fwd 
Expended 
Carried  Forward 

36,500.00 
36,472.86 27714 

36,472.86 

1973  Breathing  Masks 
Appropriation  2,500.00 
Expended  2,399.24 
Carried  Forward  100.76 

2,399.24 

1969  New  Fire  Station 
Balance  Carried  Forward  300.76 

1969  Perkins  Row  Water  Ext 
Balance  Brought  Fwd  849.22 
Trans  to  Garden  St  Drain  849.22 

Carried  Forward 
$271,205.89 
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Brought  Forward $271,205.89 
1970  Hill  St  Water  Ext 

Brought  Forward  $  279,87 
Trans  to  Garden  St  Dr  279.87 

Garden  Street  Drainage 
Appropriation 
Transfers 

Expended 

Water  Department 

4,365.00 
3,235.91 
1,129.09 
4,365.00 
4.365.00 

Superintendent 
$  9,800 

00 

Clerk 
4,714 

50 
Maintenance  Labor 

8,083 

57 

Maintenance  of  System 
4,285 

72 Stock  Supplies 
8,231 

75 
Miscellaneous  Labor 650 04 
Truck  Maintenance 

1,465 

94 

Office  Expense 
1,268 

17 

Office  Telephone 
123 

92 Electricity 
5,840 

02 
Telephone 415 

18 

Fluoride 881 
06 

Gas  -  Pump  House 312 

04 

Operating  Engineering 2,371 

25 

Reiuibursible  Engineering 
503 90 

Meter  Reading 608 90 
Equipment  Rental 

2,332 

00 

Balance  Brought  Fwd 
.Appropriation 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  36,112.04 

1,000.00 
87,000.00 
88,000.00 
51,887.96 

51,887.96 

1971  Fluoride  Analyzer 
Balance  Brought  Fwd 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Fwd 

1972  Fluoride  Analyzer 
Balance  Brought  Fwd 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

59.63 
31.85 
27.78 

2,434.00 
2,345.00 

89.00 

31.85 

2,345.00 

1972  Garden  St  Land  Purch  3,040.00 
Trans  to  Surplus  Revenue  3,040.00 

Water  Tower  Construction 
Balance  Brought  Fwd  58,417.61 
Expended  46,269.45 
Balance  Carried  Fwd      12,148. 16 

46,269.45 

Carried  Forward 
$376,105.15 
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Brought  Forward $376,105.15 

Moth  Department 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Gas  §  Equipment  Rental 
Supplies 
Insecticides 

Appropriation  I 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

2,400.00 
1,405.50 994.50 

Moth  Dept  Truck  Rental 
Appropriation  675.00 
Expended  337.50 

Balance  Carried  Forwara"  337. 50 

48.00 
71.50 

492.05 
42.50 

751.45 
1,405.50 

337.50 

1969  Brush  Chipper 
Balance  Brought  Fwd 
Trans  to  Surp  Rev 

Dutch  Elm  Suppression 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Contract  Trimming 
Repair,  Supplies,  etc. 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

6.55 
6.55 

6,500.00 
5,079.47 
1,420.53 

99.00 
501.85 
832.00 
443.40 
203.22 5,079.47 

Shade  Tree  Department 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Rental 
Contract  Spraying 
Supplies 
Gas  §  Repairs 
Dues 

Appropriation 
Expended 9,500.00 

5,121.32 
4,378.68 

441.00 

1,222.55 174.00 

3,134.00 
48.22 
96.55 5.00 

5,121.32 

Poison  Ivy 

Appropriation 
Expended 

300.00 
200.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  100.00 

200.00 

Carried  Forward i388,248.94 
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Brought  Forward  $388,248.94 

Dog  Fund  642.00 
Appropriation  $  900.00 
Expended  642.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  258.00 

Dog  Officer  1,000.00 
Appropriation  1,500.00 
Expended  1,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  500.00 

Animal  Inspector 
Salary  $  500.00 
Use  of  Car  300.00  800.00 

Appropriation  750 . 00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  450.00 

1,200.00 
Expended  800.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  400.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,479.70 
Appropriation  2,250.00 
Expended  1,479.70 
Balance  Carried  Forwarct     770 . 30 

Building  Inspector  2,500.00 
Appropriation  3,000.00 
Expended  2,500.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  500.00 

Gas  Inspector  303.50 
Appropriation  375.00 
Expended  303.50 
Balance  Carried  Forward       71 .  50 

Plumbing  Inspector  1,152.50 
Appropriation  1,500.00 
Expended  1,152.50 
Balance  Carried  Forward  347.50 

Conservation  Commission  229.89 
Balance  Brought  Forward  185.79 
Appropriation  1,500.00 
Credit-Duplicate  Payment  10.00 

1,695.79 
Expended  229.89 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,465.90 

Carried  Forward  $396,356.53 
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Brought  Forward $396,356.53 

Conservation  -  Ford  Foundation  Grant  1,869.91 
Balance  Brought  Forward 

$  2,125.00 Grant  1,375.00 

3,500.00 
Expended  1,869.91 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,630.09 

Tree  Planning  Committee  1,230.62 
Balance  Brought  Forward  179.56 
Donation  8.00 
Appropriation  1,500.00 

1,687.56 
Expended  1,230.62 
Balance  Carried  Forward  456.94 

Board  of  Health 
BTW  Health  District  $10,503.20 
Immunization  §  Medical  209.75 
Printing  §  Supplies,  Secretarial  201.29 
Supervision  of  Land  Fill  500.00 
Dues  12.00 
Burying  Dead  Animals  59.00  11,465.24 

Appropriation  11,903.00 
Expended  11,465.24 
Balance  Carried  Forward  437.76 

Tri-Town  Council  for  Youth  2.000.00 
Appropriation  3,000.00 
Expended  2,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,000.00 

Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Land  Fill  Operations  26,000.00 
Collections  31,699.92 
Pest  Control  240.00 
Gate  Detail  560.60 
Road  Entrance  Repair  1,500.00  60,000.00 

Appropriation  88,710.00 
Expended  60,000.52 
Balance  Carried  Forward  28,709.48 

Road  Machinery 
Parts  $  Repair  7,161.54 
Tires  §  Gas  1,038.46 
New  Equipment  500.00  8,700.00 

Appropriation  10,000.00 
Credit- Duplicate  Payment  233.  53 
Expended  8,700.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,533.53   

Carried  Forward  $481,622.82 
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Brought  Forward $481,622.82 

General  Highway 
Superintendent  $  6,403.98 
Labor  16,972.50 
Equipment  Hi re  4,605.75 
Office  Expense  20.63 
Patch,  etc.  7,480.05 
Tires  §  Gas  2,424.78 
Culverts  3,436.70 
Use  of  Truck  600.00 
Parts,  Supplies  2,217.26 
Street  Sweeping  1,131.75 
Tree  Removal  391.25 
Miscellaneous  83.14  45,767.79 

Appropriation  $63,000.00 
Expended  45,767.79 
Balance  Carried  Forward  17,232.21 

Highway  Building  Expense 
Water  115.60 
Electricity  227.12 
Telephone  288.33 
Maintenance  §  Supplies  1,240.82 
Heat  776.68  2,648.55 

Appropriation  4,000.00 
Expended  2,648.55 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,351.45 

Snow  ̂   Ice  Removal 
Superintendent  2,058.90 
Labor  8,614.22 
Equipment  Hire  3,762.50 
Salt  $  Sand  9,581.37 
Parts  §  Repair  3,073.04 
Gas  1,405.76  28,495.79 

1973  Chap  8  Maintenance 
Superintendent  585.92 
Labor  5,914.40 
Equipment  Hire  1,124.00 
Patch,  etc.  14,595.70 
Street  Sweeping  1,782.00 
Gravel  569.49  24,571.51 

Appropriation  -  Town  11,037.00 
Fr  Surp  Rev  in  Antic. State 
Share  14,716.00 

25,753.00 
Expended  24,571.51 
Less  Excess  Appr  for  StSh  1,035.00   

 146,49 

Carried  Forward  $583,106.46 
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Brought  Forward $583,106.46 

1972  Chap  90  Construction 
Balance  Brought  Forward    $  1,924.80 

1973  Chap  90  Construction 
Superintendent  $  596.50 
Labor  2,622.73 
Equipment  Hire  1,238.00 
Tree  Removal  220.00 
Supplies  154.00 
Contract  Paving  19,898.63  24,729.86 

Appropriation  -  Town  8,250.00 
St  §  Co-iBorrowed  fr  Surp  Rev 

16,500.00 
24,750.00 

Expended  24,729.86 
Balance  Carried  Forward  20.14 

1972  New  Dump  Truck 
Balance  Carried  Forward  68.93 

1973  Sander  3,800.00 
Appropriation  38,000.00 
Expended  38,000.00 

1973  Chap  90  Maintenance  5,023.63 
Appropriation  10,500.00 
Expended  5,023.63 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,476.37 

Street  Lighting  6,859.92 
Appropriation  12,000.00 
Expended  6,859.92 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,140.08 

Veterans  Benefits  5,283.18 
Appropriation  12,000.00 
Expended  5,283.18 
Balance  Carried  Forward  6,716.82 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  127.50 

Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  .  24.98 

Topsfield  Housing  Authority  718.50 
Appropriation  1,000.00 
Expended  718.50 
Balance  Carried  Forward  281.50   

Carried  Forward  -  $629,674.03 
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Brought  Forward $629,674.03 
EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY 

School  (For  Detailed  Analysis,  See  School  Committee  Report) 

Administration  I 
Appropriation  $  36,011.00 
Expended  24,210.72 
Balance  Carried  Forward  11,800.28 

Instruction  II  568,718.77 
Appropriation  873,029.00 
Expended  568,718.77 
Balance  Carried  Forward  304,310.23 

Other  School  Services  III  62,307.67 
Appropriation  105,331.00 
Expended  62 ,307.67 
Balance  Carried  Forward  43,023.33 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  IV  75,914.26 
Appropriation  122,135.00 
Insurance -Boiler  Damage  1,085.00 

123,220.00 
Expended  75,914.26 
Balance  Carried  Forward       47,305. 74 

Community  Services  VI  953.25 
Appropriation  2,400.00 
Expended   953. 25 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,446.75 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  3,128.34 
Appropriation  4,711.00 
Expended  5,128.34 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,582.66 

Programs  with  Other  Districts  1,834.98 
Appropriation  5,180.00 
Expended  1,834.98 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,345.02  

Total  School  Expenses  737,067.99 

School  Milk  §  Lunch  Fund  39,394.01 
School  Lunch  Receipts  27,467.87 
Federal  §  State  Reimburse  15,199.54 
1972  Balance  Forward  1,844.89 

44,512.30 
Expended  39,394.01 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,118.29 

Carried  Forward  $  1 , 406 , 1 36 . 03 
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Brought  Forward $1,406,136.03 

School-Federal  Law  874 
1972  Balance  Forward  $  20,163.64 
From  US  Treasury  7,577.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  27,740.64 

School-NDE  -  PL  864 
1972  Balance  Forward  7,023.13 

School-ESEA  I  -  89-10  7,398.82 
1972  Balance  Forward  3,820.29 
From  State  Funds  9,877.00 

13,697.29 
Expended  7,398.82 
Balance  Carried  Forward  6,303.47 

School-ESEA  II -Library  1,889.18 
1972  Balance  Forward  35.36 
From  State  Funds  1,868.69 

1,904.05 
Expended  1,889.18 

Balance  Carried  Forward   "  14.87 

Long  Range  School -Proctor  Addition  598,688.99 
1972  Balance  Forward  41,538.94 
From  Stabilization  Fund  100,000.00 
Short  Term  Note  548,000.00 
From  State-Matching  Funds  100,000.00 
Town  Meeting  Appropriation  580.00 
Sale  Kitchen  Equipment  400.00 
Payment  Refunded  by  State  9,801.00 

800,319.94 
Expended  598,688.99 
Balance  Carried  Forward  201,630.95 

Long  Range  Schl  Pl^BldgComm-Misc 
Appropriation  500 . 00 

Steward  School  Addition 
Balance  Brought  Forward  7,664.49 

Masconomet  Regional  School  District  General  Control  1,140,818.98 
Appropriation  1,728,513.55 
Expended  1,140,818.98 
Balance  Carried  Forward  587,694.57 
Net  Debt  Service  99,427.10 
Appropriation  150,647.17 
Expended  99,427.10 
Balance  Carried  Forward  51,220.07 

Carried  Forward  $3,254,354.10 
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Brought  Forward $3,254,354.10 

Librarian 
$  9,318 

00 Assistants 16,906 44 Janitor  Service 668 25 

Books 
8,046 

42 
Tuition  Reimbursement 

84 
00 

Water 48 

00 

Phone 483 75 Fuel 
1,221 

15 

Light 972 45 
Maintenance  §  Repairs 598 

64 

Janitors'  Supplies 
134 

52 
Library  Supplies 1,099 68 Dues 42 

00 

Moving  to  Town  Hall  Expense 
748 

45 Mileage  §  Miscellaneous 52 
38 40,424.13 

Appropriation  $  60,000.00 
1972  Balance  Forward  697.64 
State  Grant  1,959.38 
Reimbursement -Ed  Lab  Ext  514.44 
Voided  Check   16.50 

63,187.96 
Expended  40,424.13 
Balance  Carried  Forward       22 ,763. 83 

General  Library  Trust  Fund  5.06 

Marcia  B.  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund  1,219.92 
1972  Balance  Forward  1,025.00 
Contributions  170.00 
Interest   49.69 

1,244.69 
Expended  1,219.92 
Balance  Carried  Forward  24.77 

Library  Growth  £j  Development  136,864.91 
1972  Balance  Forward  27,000.00 
Appropriation  55,000.00 
Short  Term  Note  100,000.00 
Payment  Refunded  by  State  200.00 

182,200.00 
Expended  136,864.91 
Balance  Carried  Forward  45,335.09 

Note:    Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  appropri- 
ation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is  on  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners.   

Carried  Forward  $3,432,868.12 
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Brought  Forward $3,432,868.12 
RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 

Park  Department: 
Superintendent 
Labor 
Equipment  Hire 
Gas,  Oil,  Repairs 
Spray,  Seed,  etc. 
Miscellaneous  Supplies 
Use  of  Truck 
Flag  Repair 

1,476.00 
9,302.92 988.15 

1,926.94 
1,014.13 
3,480.64 450.00 

535.00 
19,173.78 

Appropriation 
Expended 

$25,000.00 19,173.78 
Balance  Carried  Forward  5,826.22 

Recreation  Commission: 
Superintendent  §  Labor 
Equipment  Hire 
Supplies 
On  Hoods  Pond 
Turf 
Water  §  Electricity 
Miscellaneous 

3,692.10 
4,192.87 
1,825.08 290.50 

698.25 
37.30 

199.66 10,935.76 

Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

15,900.00 
10,935.76 
4,964.24 

Steward  School  Tennis  Courts 
Appropriation  16,000.00 
Expended  2,834.01 
Balance  Carried  Forward  13,165.99 

2,834.01 

Proctor  School  Field  Backstop 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,250.00 
1,075.00 175.00 

1,075.00 

Town  §  Census  Reports 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

6,000.00 
3,359.09 
2,640.91 

3,359.09 

Memorial  Day 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,600.00 845.15 
754.85 

845.15 

Carried  Forward 
13, 471, 090. 91 
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Brought  Forward  $3,471,090.91 

Planning  Board-Misc  Expense  613.33 
Appropriation  $  675.00 
Expended   613. 33 
Balance  Carried  Forward  61.67 

Planning  Board-Updating  Maps  §  Street  Numbers  584.79 
Appropriation  750.00 
1972  Balance  Forward  130.76 

880.76 
Expended  584.79 
Balance  Carried  Forward  295.97 

Planning  Board-Misc  Exp-Zoning  By-Law  Changes  69.39 

1972  Balance  Forward   '  1,808.60 Expended  69.39 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,739.21 

Planning  Board-Schl  Com  Review  Bus-Ind  Areas  24.00 
1972  Balance  Forward  660.00 
Expended  24.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  636.00 

Planning  Board- Clerical  §  Consultant  761.84 
Appropriation  3,750.00 
Expended  761.84 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,988.16 

Planning  Board-updating  Rules  §  Regulations 
Appropriation  7,500.00 

Town  Insurance  27,017.67 
1972  Balance  Forward  2,500.00 
Appropriation  27,500.00 
Insurance  Refund  342.00 

30,342.00 
Expended  27,017.67 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,324.73 

North  Shore  Guidance  Center  1,000.00 
Appropriation  3,000.00 
Expended  1,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,000.00 

Veterans  Service  Center  4,684.68 
Appropriation  7,027.00 
Expended  4,684.68 
Balance  Carried  Forward       2,342. 32 

Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  Brought  Forward  317.16   

Carried  Forward  $3,505,846.61 
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Brought  Forward $3,505,846.61 

1968  Binding  Vital  Statistics 
Balance  Brought  Forward    $  500.00 

Essex  Co.  Pension  Fund  Assessment 
impropriation  51,828.00 
Expended  51,828.00 

Hill  St  Relocation  Damage  Compensation 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,500.00 

North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School 
Appropriation  7,044.75 
Expended  5 ,283. 57 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,761.18 

51,828.00 

5,283.57 

Congregational  Church  Lease 
Appropriation  5.00 
From  Fed  Rev  Sharing  495.00 

Expended 
500.00 
500.00 

500.00 

Cemeteries : 
Superintendent 

$  5,132 

00 

Labor 
4,497 

40 
Equipment  Rental 366 00 
Road  Maintenance 270 

75 Supplies 291 
71 Equipment  Maintenance 

1,072 
11 

Gas  §  Oil 299 
67 

Utilities 66 
67 

Equipment  Purchases 119 45 
Monument  Repair 

25 
00 

Secretarial  §  Office  Expense 
1,578 

13 

13,718.89 

Appropriation  17,500.00 
From  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Acct 

5,097.91 From  SoSide  CPC  Acct  169.13 

22,767.04 
13,718.89 
9,048.15 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Cemetery  -  Special  Gifts 
Balance  Brought  Forward  343.52 
Expended  133.24 
Balance  Carried  Forward  210.28 

133.24 

Soldiers  §  Sailors  Graves  Care 
Appropriation  75 . 00 

Casket  Lowering  Device 
Balance  Brought  Forward 

Carried  Forward 

263.50 

$3,577,310.31 124 



Brought  Forward $3,577,310.31 

Cemetery -Hydrangea  Ave  Drainage  3,500.00 
Appropriation  $  3,500.00 
Expended  3,500.00 

1973  County  Tax  68,746.12 
Raised-Assessments  102,437.62 
Expended  68,746.12 
Balance  Carried  Forward  33,691.50 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  -  1973  ASSESSMENTS 

Mass  Bay  Transportation  47,950.56 
Raised- Assessment  47,958.00 
Expended  47,950.56 
Over  Estimate  Carried  Fwd  7.44 

Mosquito  Control  Projects  6,324.88 
Raised- Assessment  5,650.26 
Expended  6,324.88 
Under  Estimate  Carried  Fw3     674. 62 

State  Recreation  Areas  17,762.25 
Raised- Assessments  20,358.80 
Expended  17,762.25 
Over  Estimate  Carried  Fwd  2,596.55 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  Dist  149.09 
Raised-Assessment  341.50 
Expended  149.09 
Over  Estimate  Carried  Fwd  192.41 

Air  Pollution  Control  District  209.48 
Raised- Assessment  235.13 
Expended  209.48 

25.65 

Metropolitan  Districts  Area  261.26 
Raised-Assessment  261.25 
Expended  261. 26 
Under  Estimate  Carried  Fwd  TOT 

Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts  2,606.11 
Raised- Assessment  2,606.11 
Expended  2,606. 11 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills  579.90 
Raised-Assessment  579.90 
Expended  579.90   

Carried  Forward  $3,725,399.96 
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Brought  Forward  $3,725,399.96 

State  Withholding  Tax  37,146.70 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  138,928.37 
Essex  County  Retirement  Board  13,683.99 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,220.00 
Group  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  14,777.26 
Group  Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  933.64 
Town  Share  Hospital  §  Life  Insurance  15,808.77 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
$  446.41 

Appropriation  23,300.00 
23,746.41 

Expended  15,808.77 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  7,937.64 

From  Accumulated  Int  Fed  Rev  Sh  Acct  653.66 

Refunds 
1971  Motor  Excise  $  48.10 
1972  Motor  Excise  2,570.33 
1973  Motor  Excise  3,818.11 
1972  Personal  Property  141.90 
1973  Personal  Property  51.48 
1972  Real  Estate  1,693.00 
1973  Real  Estate  4,879.50 
On  Interest  Paid  7.06 
Tuition  Refund  243.00 
Payment  Made  in  Error  by  State  240.00  13,692.48 

Water  Bonds- Interest  1961,  1966,  1972  9,334.75 
Appropriation  13,352.75 
Expended  9,334.75 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  4,018.00 

Water  Bonds -Principal  1961,  1966,  1972  33,000.00 
Appropriation  33,000.00 
Expended  33,000.00 

School  Bonds -Interest  1954,  1962,  1968  8,862.50 
Appropriation  12,512.50 
Expended  8,862.50 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  3,650.00 

School  Bonds -Principal  1954,  1962,  1968  55,000.00 
Appropriation  80,000.00 
Expended  55,000.00 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  25,000.00 

Special  Projects -Interest  1966  1,008.00 
Appropriation  1,386.00 
Expended  1,008.00 
Balance  Carried  Fwd  378.00   

Carried  Forward  $4,073,450.08 
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Brought  Forward 

Special  Projects  - 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Fire  Station  Bond  - 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried 

Fire  Station  Bond  - 
Appropriation 
Expended 

Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Appropriation 
Expended 
Balance  Carried 

Sanitary  Land  Fill 
Balance  Brought 
Expended 
Balance  Carried 

Bonds  -  Principal  1966 
$  6,000.00 

6,000.00 

Interest  1969 

6,250.00 
4,375.00 

FWd  1,875.00 

Principal  1969 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 

Land  Purchase  Bond  -  Interest  1970 
6,945.00 
5,450.00 

Forward  1,495.00 

Land  Purchase  Bond  -  Principal  1970 
Fwd  12,000.00 

10,000.00 
Forward  2,000.00 

Short  Term  Notes  Interest 
Balance  Brought  Fwd 
Appropriation 

Expended 
Balance  Carried  Fwd 

Short  Term  Notes 

5,636.90 
22,500.00 
28,136.90 
18,071.45 
10,065.45 

Short  Term  Note  -  Proctor  School  -  New  §  Renewal 
Interest  -  Proctor  Short  Term  Note 

Short  Term  Note  -  Library  -  New  $  Renewal 
Interest  -  Library  Short  Term  Note 

Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  $  1,216.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Bequests  2,954.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  29,745.71 
So  Side  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Fund  621.52 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  4,635.02 
Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  6,079.03 
General  Library  Fund  5,305.11 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  4,015.51 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  760. 19 

Total  Expenditures 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1973 

$4,073,450.08 

6,000.00 

4,375.00 

10,000.00 

3,450.00 

10,000.00 

12,434.55 

600,000.00 

548,000.00 
12,766.15 

100,000.00 
1,443.78 

55,332.09 

5,437,251.65 
661,324.52 

$6,098,576.17 



BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1973 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  -  General  $661,324.52 
Cemetery  Account  2,122.24 
Tuberculosis  Fund  8,272.17 
Conservation  Fund  9,698.33  $681,417.26 

Accounts  Receivable: 
1966  Personal  51.45 
1967  Personal  36.75 
1968  Personal  46.80 
1970  Personal  112.20 
1971  Personal  9.90 
1972  Personal  55.84 
1973  Personal  1,859.87 
1969  Real  Estate  5.60 
1970  Real  Estate  106.92 
1971  Real  Estate  1,100.02 
1972  Real  Estate  5,145.27 
1973  Real  Estate  66,101.97  74,632.59 

Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise 
1969  Motor  Excise  22.68 
1970  Motor  Excise  334.73 
1971  Motor  Excise  664.23 
1972  Motor  Excise  9,154.86 
1973  Motor  Excise  24,878.66  35,055.16 

Departmental : 
School  Department  24.00 
Cemetery  Department  245.00 
Tax  Collector  1,021.74  1,290.74 

State  $  County  Aid  to  Highways  17,261.95 
Water  Rates  3,604.76 
Water  Connections  1,103.53 
Water  Estimated  Receipts  29,402.48 
Taxes  in  Litigation  688.00 
Tax  Title  Accounts  3,290.15 
Revenue  1973  1,058,114.00 
Estimated  Receipts  1973  364,313.27 
Police  Special  Duty  33.00 
1973  Mosquito  Control  Assessment  U.  E.  674.62 
1973  Metropolitan  District  Planning  U.  E.  .01 
Loans  Authorized  (Proctor  School)  548,000.00 
Short  Term  Note  (Proctor  School)  548,000.00 
Loan  Authorized  (Library)  100,000.00  2,674,485.77 

$3,466,881.52 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1973 

LIABILITIES  §  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds: 
School  Federal  Aid  PL  874  $  27,740.64 
School  Nat'l  Defense  Education  PL  864  7,023.13 
School  ESEA  I,  89-10  6,303.47 
School  ESEA  II  -  Library  14.87 
Special  School  Fund  -  Milk  Fund  5,118.29 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  1,698.63 
Group  Life  Insurance  74.22 
Essex  County  Pension  Withholding  1,351.54 
State  Tax  Withholding  2,611.22 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities   100.00    $  52,036.01 

Appropriation  Balances: 
Town  Officers'  Expenses  21,394.28 Moderator  15.00 
Selectmen  750.00 
Assessors  1,700.00 
Town  Treasurer  2,125.00 
Town  Clerk  625.00 
Town  Collector  2,000.00 
Planning  Board  900.00 
Trust  Fund  Clerk  25.00 
Town  Accountant  350.00 
Insurance  Commission  Clerk  100.00 
Listers  241.80 
Elections  2,486.45 
Selectmen's  Special  1,679.86 
Emergency  Center  16,826.75 
Town  Hall  5,032.59 
Town  Hall  Furnishings  98.05 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  165.84 
Police  Department  35,138.58 
Fire  Department  17,131.44 
1972  Fire  Truck  27.14 

Fire  Department  -  Breathing  Masks  100.76 1969  New  Fire  Station  300.76 
Water  Department  36,112.04 

1971  Fluoride  Analyzer  27.78 
1972  Fluoride  Analyzer  89.00 
1972  Water  Tower  12,148.16 

Moth  Department  994.50 
Truck  Rental  337.50 

Dutch  Elm  Suppression  1,420.53 
Shade  Tree  Department  4,378.68 
Poison  Ivy  Control  100.00 
Civil  Defense  1,083.49 
Conservation  Commission  1,465.90 

Ford  Foundation  Grant  1,630.09 
Tree  Planning  Committee  456.94 

Sub  Total  Carried  Forward  169,458.91 
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$ 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriation  Sub -Total  Forward 

Building  Inspector 
Gas  Inspector 
Plumbing  Inspector 
Wire  Inspector 
Dog  Fund 
Dog  Officer 
Animal  Inspector 
Board  of  Health 
Tri-Town  Council  for  Youth 
Sanitary  Land  Fill 
General  Highway 
Highway  Building  Expense 
Snow  §  Ice  Removal 
Road  Machinery 
1973  Chapter  81  Maintenance 
1972  Chapter  90  Construction 
1973  Chapter  90  Construction 
1973  Chapter  90  Maintenance 
1972  New  Dump  Truck 
Street  Lighting 
Veterans'  Benefits 
School  I 

II 
III 
IV 
VI 
VII 
IV 

LRSPBC  -  Proctor  School  Remodeling 
LRSPBC  -  Miscellaneous  Account 
Proctor  School  Kitchen  Equipment 
Steward  School  Addition 

Masco  Regional  School  District  -  General 
Masco  Regional  School  District  -  Net  Debt Library 

Marcia  Ross  Children's  Book  Fund 
Library  Remodeling  Account 
Park  Department 
Recreation  Commission 
Steward  School  Tennis  Courts 
Proctor  School  Backstop 
Planning  Board  -  Miscellaneous  Expense 

Updating  Maps  §  Street  Numbers 
Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Review  of  Business  §  Industrial  Areas 
Updating  Rules  $  Regulations 
Clerical  §  Consultant 

Tops  fie  Id  Housing  Authority 
Town  §  Census  Reports 
Town  Insurance 
Memorial  Day   
Sub -Total  Carried  Forward  1 

169,458 
500 71 

347 
770 258 

500 

400 437 

1,000 28,709 
17,232 

1,351 45,504 

1,533 146 

1,924 20 

5,476 
68 

5,140 
6,716 11,800 304,310 

43,023 
47,305 

1,446 
1,582 
3,345 201,230 

500 
400 

7,664 587,694 

51,220 
22,763 24 

45,335 

5,826 
4,964 13,165 

175 61 295 

1,739 636 

7,500 
2,988 281 

2,640 
3,324 

754 

,661,570 

.91 

.00 

.50 

.50 

.30 

.00 

.00 

.00 .76 

.00 

.48 

.21 

.45 .21 

.53 

.49 

.80 

.14 .37 .93 

.08 

.82 .28 

.23 

.33 

.74 

.75 

.66 

.02 .95 

.00 

.00 

.49 .57 

.07 

.83 .77 

.09 

.22 
24 

99 00 
67 97 
21 

00 
00 

16 
50 91 
33 
85 

31 

$  52,036.01 
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Balance  Brought  Forward  $  52,036.01 
Appropriation  Sub-Total  Forward  $1,661,570.31 

Cemetery  Department  9,048.15 
Cemetery  Special  Gifts  210.28 
Soldiers  §  Sailors  Graves  Care  75.00 
Casket -Lowering  Device  263.50 

Real  Estate  Revaluation  317.16 
Binding  Vital  Statistics  500.00 
North  Shore  Guidance  Center  2,000.00 
Veterans'  Service  Center  2,342.32 
North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  1,761.18 
Hill  Street  Relocation  Damage  Comp  2,500.00 
Town  Share  -  Group  Hosp  $  Life  7,937.64 
Interest  -  Water  Bonds  4,018.00 

School  Bonds  3,650.00 
Special  Project  Bonds  378.00 
Fire  Station  Bonds  1,875.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  Purch  Bonds 

1,495.00 
Bond  Principal  -  School  25,000.00 
Sanitary  Land  Fill  Land  2,000.00  1,726,941.54 

1973  MBTA  Assessment,  0.  E.  7.44 
1973  State  Park  §  Reservation,  0.  E.  2,596.55 
1973  Ipswich  River  Watershed,  0.  E.  192.41 
1973  Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  25,65 
1973  County  Tax  33,691.50 
Dog  Licenses  5,883.10 
South  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  35.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  743.75 
Cemetery  -  Sale  of  Lots  2,387.24 
Tuberculosis  Fund  8,272.17 
Conservation  Fund  9,698.33 
Tailings  Account   351.81  63,884.95 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations 
Machinery  Fund  2,183.32 
Library  -  State  Grant  1,959.38  4,142.70 

Reserve  Fund  1973  20,405.52 
Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  102,351.38  122,756.90 
Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 

Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise  35,055.16 
Departmental  Revenue  1,290.74 
State  $  County  Aid  to  Highways  17,261.95 
Water  Revenue  4,708.29 
Levy  of  1962  430.00 
1963  258.00 
1966  51.45 
1967  960.40 
1968  744.60 
1969  694.40 
1970  1,199.02 
1971  1,109.92 1972  5  201.11 
1973  60,287.13  129,252.17 

Carried  Forward  $2,099  014.27 
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Balance  Brought  Forward  $2,099,014.27 

Loans  Authorized  and  Unissued  (Proctor)       $    548,000.00  548,000.00 

Short  Term  Notes  648,000.00  648,000.00 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  42,326.27  42,326.27 

Surplus  Revenue  129,630.98  129,630.98 

Total  $3,466,881.52 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

The  Commissioners  met  on  April  25,  1973  and  chose  Mr.  Bond  as  Chairman 
and  Mr.  Campbell  as  Clerk.    The  new  form  of  the  financial  statement 
was  examined  and  approved  as  more  comprehensible  than  that  formerly 
used. 

During  the  year  all  the  stock  holdings  have  been  eliminated  and  the 
funds  put  into  Bonds  or  Savings  Bank  Certificates  of  Deposit  at  7-1/21. 
The  latter  have  the  advantage  that  they  may  be  purchased  locally  with- 

out all  the  red  tape  involved  in  the  purchase  and  sale  through  a  brok- 
erage house.    A  total  of  $57,000  was  put  into  Certificates  late  in  the 

year,  so  the  increased  income  is  not  noticeable  in  the  financial  fig- 
ures. 

All  department  heads  are  advised,  if  they  have  not  already  been  contact- 
ed, that  unexpended  income  is  shown  in  the  figures  of  the  financial  re- 

port.   The  Commissioners  feel  that  donors  of  Trust  Funds  wish  the  in- 
come used  to  purchase  materials  or  services  which  would  not  normally 

be  budgeted,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  tax  rate  by  expendi- ture for  normal  maintenance. 

The  Library  Trustees  submitted  bills  to  be  paid  out  of  Trust  Funds  for 
planting  around  the  renovated  Library  building  and  for  payment  of  tui- 

tion for  a  member  of  the  staff  to  take  courses  in  Library  Science. 
The  Commissioners,  backed  by  the  State  Division  of  Accounts,  ruled  that 
expenditures  of  Trust  Funds  for  these  items  were  not  permissible. 

The  Park  and  Common  Funds,  established  by  George  L.  Gould,  have  small 
amounts  of  income,  but  none  was  used  during  the  past  two  years.  One 
of  Mr.  Gould's  wishes  expressed  in  his  bequest  was  to  keep  the  edges 
of  the  Common  cut.    The  amount  of  parking  along  the  edges  of  the  grass 
on  the  Common  has  encroached  to  such  an  extent  that  the  effect  is  a  ne- 

glected appearance. 

The  David  Cummings  will  specifies  that  the  income  from  his  bequest  be 
spent  each  year  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  living  in  Topsfield,  but 
only  $127  was  spent  out  of  $1,700  income  received,  and  the  accumulated 
income  amounts  to  $18,000  plus.    The  Annah  Pingree  income  is  to  be 
distributed  "from  time  to  time    among  the  honest  and  deserving  poor". 
Maybe  there  are  cynics  who  doubt  that  Topsfield  has  any  such.  Twenty- 
five  Dollars  was  expended  although  the  balance  stands  at  over  $9,000. 

The  income  of  these  funds  is  voted  each  year  to  the  various  departments, 
but  is  not  being  fully  used.    The  Commissioners  have  the  responsibility 
to  see  that  the  funds  are  properly  used  and  for  that  reason  call  upon 
the  several  departments  and  the  Selectmen  to  carry  out  the  intent  of 
the  original  bequests  at  the  annual  vote  of  the  Town. 

Other  meetings  of  the  Board  were  duly  posted  and  held  on  January  16 
and  November  30,  1973  and  January  3  and  March  28,  1974  for  purposes  of 
approving  changes  in  investment  and  improving  inter -communication  with 
Town  officers.  Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  Chairman 
CURTIS  CAMPBELL,  Clerk 
FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

The  1972  Town  Meeting  voted  to  create  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  as 
an  agency  of  Town  Government. 

The  Housing  Authority  is  administered  by  five  residents,  four  of  whom 
are  elected  by  the  Town,  with  the  fifth  member  appointed  by  the  Depart- 

ment of  Community  Affairs.    Current  members  of  the  Authority  are  Edith 
Collins,  Chairperson,  Harold  McGee,  Robert  Simms,  Laura  Stover,  and 
Peter  Hathaway. 

A  survey  conducted  by  the  Authority  showed  a  need  for  housing  for  the 
elderly  and  handicapped.    Based  on  this  survey,  the  Department  of  Com- 

munity Affairs  approved  the  Authority's  application  to  construct  56 
units  for  the  elderly  and  four  units  for  the  handicapped. 

During  1973,  the  Authority  concentrated  on  screening  potential  sites 
for  the  project  and  selecting  an  Architect.    Negotiations  are  in  process 
to  purchase  eight  acres  on  Washington  Street,  approximately  one-half 
mile  from  the  center  of  town.    In  December,  the  Authority  engaged  John- 
son-Hotvedt  and  Associates,  Inc.,  of  Boston,  as  Architect  for  the  pro- 
ject. 

The  Town's  zoning  does  not  permit  multi-family  housing.    The  Authority 
will  ask  the  voters  to  amend  the  Town's  By-Laws  at  this  year's  Town 
Meeting,  authorizing  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  to  issue  a  "Special 
Use  Permit"  to  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  for  the  construction  of 
multi- family  housing  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped.    This  course  of 
action  was  selected  after  meetings  with  the  Planning  Board,  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  and  Town  Counsel. 

If  the  change  in  the  Town's  By-Laws  is  voted  and  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeals  approves  the  Special  Use  Permit,  the  Authority  believes  it  may 
be  possible  to  begin  construction  early  in  1975. 

There  will  be  no  cost  to  the  Town  for  the  project.    All  development, 
construction,  operating  and  maintenance  costs  are  paid  from  the  reven- 

ues of  the  project  and  subsidies  from  the  Commonwealth.    Indirect  costs 
to  the  Town  are  the  loss  of  future  tax  revenues  and  the  cost  of  provid- 

ing water  service  to  the  site  if  existing  water  mains  are  inadequate. 

Planning  of  the  site  will  be  done  in  cooperation  with  the  Planning  Board 
and  subject  to  any  restriction  imposed  by  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
in  issuing  a  permit  to  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority.    The  project 
must  conform  to  criteria  and  guidelines  established  by  the  Department 
of  Community  Affairs  and  will  be  subject  to  review  and  approval  of  all 
regulatory  departments  of  the  Town,  as  far  as  building,  health,  and  . 
safety  provisions  are  concerned. 

The  60  units  will  be  constructed  in  the  style  of  two-story  garden  apart- 
ments with  12  units  per  building.    There  will  be  one  main  entrance  for 

every  four  units.    Each  unit,  ranging  from  440  to  560  square  feet,  will 
have  a  kitchen  area,  living  room,  bedroom,  and  bathroom.    Safety  features 
include  two  entrances  to  each  apartment,  heat  detectors,  fire  alarms 
and  an  emergency  call  switch  in  each  room,  which  automatically  unlocks 
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the  apartment  door  and  signals  audibly  and  visually,  should  a  resident 
need  assistance.    A  community  building,  with  a  large  meeting  area,  kitch- 

en facilities,  and  a  laundromat  is  also  included  for  use  by  the  tenants. 
Those  units  designated  for  the  handicapped  are  larger,  to  accommodate 
wheelchairs  and  will  be  equipped  with  low  kitchen  counters  and  appli- 
ances. 

The  screening  and  selection  of  eligible  tenants  is  the  ongoing  responsi- 
bility of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority,  subject  only  to  income  and 

asset  limitations  established  by  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs. 
These  limitations  are  usually  increased  in  line  with  Social  Security 
benefits.    Rent,  including  utilities,  averages  251  of  income. 

Housing  Authority  determines  eligibility  based  on  the  following  prefer- ences : 

1.  Residents  of  the  Town; 
2.  Former  residents  of  the  Town  unable  to  find  adequate  housing 

in  Topsfield; 
3.  Parents  of  residents  of  the  Town; 
4.  Residents  of  adjacent  communities. 

The  members  of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  believe  the  housing  for 
the  elderly  and  handicapped  will  be  an  asset  to  the  Town.    We  encourage 
and  look  forward  to  answering  any    uestions  you  may  have. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDITH  COLLINS,  Chairperson 
HAROLD  McGEE 
ROBERT  SIMMS 
LAURA  STOVER 
PETER  HATHAWAY 
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WARRANT  FOR  1974  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to. 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  1974,  at 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second   To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1, 
1974,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one 
year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of 
less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section 
17,  as  amended. 

Fourth   To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways  and 
all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all 
elective  officers  from  July  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of  expending 
the  same. 

Fifth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Revenue  Sharing 
Account  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  expenses  of  the  Police  De- 

partment, which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees 

b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Depart- ment. 

Eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  .assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
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Ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills 
contracted  prior  to  July  1,  1974. 

Tenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Public 
Highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Eleventh   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1973,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be 
stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Twelfth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors  to 
take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the  current 
year . 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  Main- 
tenance of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90, 
Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Con- 
struction of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabilization 
Fund. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt  or 
reject  an  amendment  to  the  Town  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

After  Section  III,  (k) ,  add  the  following  section:     (1)  multiple 
family  housing  constructed  under  the  authority  of  the  Topsfield 
"Housing  Authority",  as  "Housing  Authority"  is  defined  in  GL  C121  B, 
Section  1,  as  amended. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1970  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser 
and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners to  trade  in  the  1969  Ford  Truck  and  purchase  and  equip  a 

truck  to  be  used  by  the  Water  Department  and  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess,  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of 143 



a  new  Surge  Control  Valve  for  the  North  Street  Station  or  take  any  act- 
ion relative  thereto. 

Twenty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  Hydraul- 

ics Study  made  of  the  Topsfield  Water  System  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Twenty- Second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and 
equipping  a  maintenance  building  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  said  build- 

ing upon  its  completion  to  be  shared  with  the  Park  Department,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty-Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  Topsfield  Planning  Board,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  81-C  of 
Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to 
defray  the  costs  of  having  prepared  a  comprehensive  new  zoning  By-Law 
and  map  employing  the  physical -environmental  impact  study  technique,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- Fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
(upon  such  terms  as  they  deem  advisable)  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45, 
Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for  certain  property  in  Topsfield 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan,  said  point  is 

located  300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common  Street;  thence  running  south- 
erly 530  feet  more  or  less  to  an  iron  pipe  and  stake  located  near  the 

Southwesterly  corner  of  the  Tennis  Court;  thence  running  westerly  300 
feet  more  or  less  to  East  Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High 
Street;  thence  running  southeasterly  along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams;  thence  runring  northeasterly  220.6  feet 
by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running  southeasterly  250 
feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  on  various 
courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Nor they  and  other  land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or  former- 

ly of  Jordan;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land 
to  the  point  of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a 
plan  entitled,  "Congregational  Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass.,  Surveyed 
by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv. ,  August  2,  1960  -  Scale  1"  =  50  ft.", 

Said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners; and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and' 

appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  lease,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto . 

Twenty-Fifth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  plans,  pro- 

gramming and  related  expenses  for  the  observance  of  the  Town's  325th 
Anniversary  in  1975  and  the  Nation's  Bicentennial  in  1975  and  1976,  and 144 



authorize  the  325th  Anniversary  Committee  and  Local  Bicentennial  Com- 
mission to  expend  said  money  for  such  purposes  or  take  any  action  rela- 

tive thereto. 

Twenty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  painting, 
carpentry,  electrical,  and  related  work  so  as  to  improve  the  Town  Hall 
.Auditorium,  looking  toward  its  dedication  as  a  1 'Bicentennial  Auditorium" 
as  part  of  the  observance  of  the  Town's  325th  Anniversary  in  1975  and 
the  Nation's  Bicentennial  in  1975  and  1976  and  authorize  the  Selectmen, 
after  consulting  with  the  325th  Anniversary  Committee  and  local  Bicen- 

tennial Commission  to  expend  said  money  for  such  services,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  certain  roads 
as  scenic  roads  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40,  Section  15C  as  amended,  the  following: 

1.  Asbury  Street  from  Ipswich  Road  to  Hamilton  line 
2.  Perkins  Row  from  Route  97  to  Boston  Street 
3.  Howlett  Street  from  High  Street  to  Boston  Street 
4.  Prospect  Street  from  South  Main  Street  to  River  Road 
5.  Rowley  Bridge  Road  from  Danvers  line  to  intersection  of  River 

Road 
6.  Hill  Street  from  Rowley  Bridge  Road  to  Salem  Road 
7.  Cross  Street  from  Rowley  Bridge  Street  to  Hill  Street 
8.  Garden  Street  from  Hill  Street  to  Boston  Street 
9.  Salem  Street  from  Salem  Road  to  Danvers  line 
10.  Wenham  Road  from  Salem  Road  to  High  Street 
11.  Washington  Street  as  far  as  River  Road 
12.  Averill  Street  from  Boston  Street  to  Perkins  Row 
13.  Camp  Meeting  Road 
14.  Wildes  Road 
15.  North  Street  from  Camp  Meeting  Road  to  Ipswich  line 
16.  Bare  Hill  Road  from  Boxford  to  Route  97 
17.  Rowley  Road  from  Ipswich  to  Route  97 
18.  Boxford  Road  and  Washington  Street  from  Boxford  line  to  Tops- 

field  Common 
19.  Lockwood  Lane  from  Boxford  line  to  Washington  Street 
20.  Main  Street  from  Prospect  Street  to  Boston  Street 
21.  East  Street  from  Camp  Meeting  Road  to  Ipswich  line 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

No  person  shall  behave  himself  in  a  noisy  or  disorderly  manner, 
or  use  any  indecent  or  profane  language  in  any  street,  lane, 
alley,  or  public  place  in  the  Town,  or  in  any  licensed  place 
of  public  amusement.    No  persons  with  one  or  more  other  person 
shall  remain  unreasonably  in  a  group,  or  near  such  a  group  or 
person,  on  any  sidewalk,  street,  square  or  other  public  place 
within  the  Town  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obstruct  free  passage 
for  pedestrians,  after  having  been  requested  by  a  police 
officer  to  move  on.    Whoever  violates  this  Town  By-Law  shall 145 



be  subject  to  a  fine  of  $25.00. 

Twenty-Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

No  person  shall  drink  any  alcoholic  beverages  as  defined  in  Chap- 
ter 138,  Section  1  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  while  on, 

in,  or  upon  any  public  way  or  upon  any  way  to  which  the  public 
has  a  right  of  access,  or  any  place  to  which  members  of  the  pub- 

lic have  access  as  invitees,  or  licensees,  park  or  playground, 
school  grounds,  or  private  land  or  place  without  consent  of  the 
owner  or  person  in  control  thereof.    All  alcoholic  beverages 
being  used  in  violation  of  this  Town  By-Law  shall  be  seized  and 
safely  held  for  trial  before  the  Court,  at  which  time  they  shall 
be  returned  to  the  person  entitled  to  lawful  possession.  Whoever 
violates  this  Town  By-Law  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  ($25.00)  for  each  offense.  Unanimous. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Soil  Removal  By-Law  by 
striking  out  the  entire  By-Law  and  its  amendments  adopted  at  a  Town 
Meeting  held  on  March  16,  1972,  and  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW 

Section  1  -  General 

~lu    The  removal  of  sod,  loam,  soil,  sand,  gravel,  or  stone  (herein referred  to  as  material)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield  not  in  public  use 
is  hereby  prohibited  except  as  allowed  by  issuance  of  a  permit  under 
the  provisions  of  this  By-Law. 

b.  For  violation  of  this  section  or  Section  4  of  this  By-Law,  the 
penalty  shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hundred  (200)  dollars  for 
each  subsequent  offense.    Under  this  By-Law,  each  individual  truckload 
removed  will  be  considered  a  violation. 

c.  Topsoil  will  be  retained  on  the  property  and  respread  by  the 
property  owner. 

d.  When  in  the  opinion  of  the  Soil  Removal  Board,  removal  of  top- 
soil  from  the  property  is  necessary,  a  special  permit  conforming  with 
all  provisions  of  this  By-Law  may  be  issued,  provided  that  such  removal 
is  to  some  other  location  within  the  Town. 

Section  2  -  Soil  Removal  Board 

~    a!    Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board known  as  the  Soil  Removal  Board  (herein  referred  to  as  the  Board) ,  the 
membership  of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  for  a  period  of  one  year  each;  one  member  from  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  or  from  the  Town  at  large;  one  member  from  the 
Conservation  Commission;  and  one  member  from  the  Planning  Board. 

Section  5  -  Procedures 

a~.    To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present to  the  Soil  Removal  Board  the  following  items: 
(1)    A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of  the 

land  conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-Law  and  approved  by  the 
Planning  Board.    Desirability,  as  well  as  technical  feasibility  of  such 146 



use  of  the  land  shall  be  considered  in  approval  or  disapproval  of  said 
plan. 

(2)  A  topographic  chart  in  five-foot  elevation  increments  indi- 
cating existing  contours  and  proposed  final  contours. 

(3)  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
material  removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect  of  the  resulting  changes 
in  water  run-off  on  the  height  of  all  encompassed,  bordering  and  down- 

stream surface  water.    Effect  on  both  the  lowest  and  highest  water  lev- 
els occurring  during  the  year  shall  be  considered  by  this  study.  This 

report  shall  be  reviewed  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex 
County  Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable  to  the  Board 
and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  along  with  the  written  recommendations 
of  the  reviewing  agency,  such  recommendations  to  be  made  a  part  of  the 
records  of  the  Board.    This  requirement  shall  apply  only  when  the  work- 

ing area  when  combined  with  any  previously  worked  area  on  the  premises 
exceeds  one  acre. 

(4)  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  current 
abutters  of  the  property  where  such  removal  is  proposed. 

(5)  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner  to 
remove  material  from  the  property. 

(6)  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property  and 
routes  within  the  Town. 

b.  No  permit  shall  be  issued  until  the  above  requirements  3.  a. 
(1) -  (6)  are  met. 

c.  In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccur- 
ate or  incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all  provisions 

have  been  met. 
d.  Prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  a  public  hearing  shall  be 

held.    Before  such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all  above 
required  information  with  the  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  public 
record.    Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each  abut- 

ter, the  Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and  notice 
shall  be  advertised  in  the  newspaper  of  widest  circulation  in  Topsfield 
ten  (10)  days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the 
applicant. 

For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  By-Law,  all  contigu- 
ous land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts 

having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.    All  per- 
sons owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary     deluding  roads) 

with  such  single  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for  purposes  of 
this  By-Law. 

Section  4  -  Safeguards 
The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one 

CI)  year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which  in  its  discretion  and  judge- 
ment in  each  particular  case  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  personal 

injury  and  to  safeguard  the surrounding  district  and  the  Town  against 
possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  values  in  the  district  durin 
or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods  of  handling  such 
material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such  material  through  the 
Town. 

As  minimum  requirements,  said  permits  shall  require  that: 
a.    The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on 

the  applicant's  property  durhg  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas  within: 
fl)    300  feet  of  any  street  line 
(2)    200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line 147 



(3)    600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling 
Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  in  the  foregoing  is  allowed,  pro- 

vided that  written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants 
and  the  written  approval  of  the  Planning  Board  and/or  the  Conservation 
Commission  is  first  obtained  and  filed  with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees  or 
other  natural  screening  within  such  buffer  strip  shall  be  allowed  until 
building  construction  in  accordance  with  a  duly  issued  building  permit 
is  started. 

b.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday.    Operation  of  trucks  (in  or  out)  and  all  machinery,  in- 

cluding, but  not  limited  to,  dozers,  shovels,  loaders,  chain  saws,  shred- 
ders, screens,  etc.,  shall  be  limited  to  these  hours. 

c.  In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  a- 
bove  the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps,  and 
brush  shall  be  removed,  shredded  or  completely  buried. 

d.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than 
one  (1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

e.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  mini- 
mum depth  of  six  (6)  inches  and  seeded  in  accordance  with  the  recommen- 

dations of  the  appropriate  Soil  District  Supervisor  and  the  County  Ex- 
tension Director,  or  their  successors  or  other  authorities  acceptable  to 

the  Board.    Their  recommendations  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the  records 
of  the  Board. 

f .  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except  as  part  of 
the  final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massachu- 

setts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 
g.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed 

to  an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maximum  water  table 
elevation. 

h.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps  or  other 
material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed  with 
the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

i.  No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be 
buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  maximum  water  table. 

j .    A  bond  shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  a  covenant  ap- 
proved by  the  Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to 

the  said  Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance 
by  the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall  not 
be  less  than  $2,000  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any  area  in  condition 
other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned  state  in  accordance  with 

3,  4  and  5  above.    Such  bond  money,  if  forfeited,  shall  be  used  to  re- 
store the  property  as  required  by  this  By-Law. 

k.    The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  (5)  acres  at  any  given 
time. 

Section  5  -  Violation 
IT    Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  condi- 

tions of  the  permit  or  of  this  By-Law  to  any  member  of  the  Board  or  to 
any  member  of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member  shall  immedi- 

ately investigate  such  claim  of  violation.    If,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member  or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any  other  violation  has  been  com- 

mitted, said  member  shall  be  obligated  and  empowered  to  order  immediate 
termination  of  material  excavation  and  all  related  activity  pending  a 
formal  hearing. 
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b.    The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of 
any  term  of  the  permit  or  this  By-Law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said  vio- 

lation involves  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all  material  shall 
be  returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  defined  in  Section  1  of  this 
By-Law  shall  be  levied.    If  said  infraction  involves  violation  of  the 
natural  buffer  areas,  material  and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to  the  natural 
grades  and  trees  destroyed  shall  be  replaced  with  suitable  trees  of  the 
size,  type  and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Commission.    If  all 
corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reasonable  tijne  stipulated 
by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the  penal  sum  provided 
therein  paid  to  the  Town. 

Section  6  -  Exceptions 
a.  The  provisions  of  this  By-Law  do  not  apply  to  removal  of  sand, 

gravel  or  stone: 
(1)  Solely  for  the  purposes  of  construction  of  foundations  for 

buildings  and  other  allowable  structures  for  which  building  permits  have 
been  issued  and  for  which  the  plot  plan  required  by  the  Town  Building 
Code  for  issuance  of  a  building  permit  has  been  filed  with  the  Board; 
such  plan  to  contain  not  less  than  to  scale  size  and  location  of  all  new 
construction  and  all  existing  structures  on  the  site,  distance  from  lot 
lines  and  the  established  street  grades,  and  which  shall  be  drawn  in  ac- 

cordance with  an  accurate  boundary  line  survey. 
(2)  For  construction  on  the  premises  of  roads  for  which  plans 

have  been  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  for  which  plans  have  been 
filed  with  the  Board. 

b.  At  any  time  that  the  Board  determines  that  material  removal  is 
not  solely  for  purposes  (1)  or  (2)  above,  the  Board  shall  require  that  a 
permit  in  accordance  with  this  By-Law  be  required  for  any  further  removal 
and  initial  deviation  from  the  requirements  of  this  By-Law  shall  be  treat- 

ed under  Section  5  -  Violation. 
c.  When  said  permit  involves  a  working  area  of  less  than  one  acre 

and  also  the  removal  of  less  than  500  cubic  yards  of  material,  the  Board 
may  waive  the  requirements  of  Paragraphs  (2)  and  (3),  Section  3,  Subsec- 

tion (a)  and/or  Paragraph  (j)  of  Section  4. 

Submitted  by  petition. 

Thirty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Timber  Lane  as  a 
public  way,  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements 
of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Timber  Lane". 

Thirty-Second  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and 
adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

ARTICLE  XVIII  -  TOPSFIELD  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 

L.    There  is  hereby  established  a  Topsfield  Historic  District  Com- 
mission under  the  provisions  of  the  "Historic  Districts  Act",  General 

Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as  amended,  consisting  of  five  (5)  members  appointed 
by  the  Selectmen,  including  one  member,  where  possible,  from  two  nomi- 

nees submitted  by  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society,  one  member,  where 
possible,  from  two  nominees,  submitted  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Chapter 
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of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  and  one  member,  where  possible, 
from  two  nominees  of  the  Board  of  Realtors  covering  Topsfield.    One  or 
more  of  the  foregoing  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  Historic  District  es- 

tablished in  Topsfield  pursuant  to  the  Historic  Districts  Act.  When 
the  Commission  is  first  established,  one  (1)  member  shall  be  appointed 
for  a  term  of  one  year,  two  (2)  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  and  two  (2)  shall  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  three  years, 
and  their  successors  shall  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  terms  of 
three  years. 

2.    There  is  hereby  established  a  Historic  District  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Historic  Districts  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as 

amended,  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  High  Street  marked 
with  a  granite  bound  on  the  corner  between  #31  and  #33:    thence  177  feet 
along  the  southeasterly  line  of  #31  to  another  stone  bound;  thence  209 
feet  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #31  to  another  stone  bound;  thence 
127  feet  more  or  less,  across  Town  property  on  which  is  located  the  fire 
station,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  #23  High  Street;  thence  107  feet  a- 
long  the  southwesterly  line  of  #23  and  95  feet  by  #21;  thence  152  feet 
more  or  less  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #17;  thence  80  feet  more  or 
less  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #11;  thence  91  feet  along  the  south 
westerly  line  of  the  Topsfield  Town  Library  to  the  easterly  sideline  of 
Main  Street;  thence  continuing  to  the  centerline  of  the  street  and  fol- 

lowing the  centerline  northerly  to  a  point  opposite  the  northerly  side 
of  South  Common  Street;  thence  N.  40°  West  to  the  westerly  side  of  Main 
Street  and  continuing  500  feet  to  an  unmarked  point  at  the  easterly 
edge  of  Proctor  Field;  thence  N.  12°  130  feet  to  the  centerline  of  High 
Street  Extension;  thence  northwesterly  200  feet  more  or  less  to  the 
centerline  of  Washington  Street;  thence  northeasterly  350  feet  more  or 
less  to  the  culvert  carrying  School  Brook;  thence  northerly  to  the  south 
west  corner  of  #7  Washington  Street  and  continuing  by  the  westerly  side- 

line of  #7  to  the  rear  corner;  thence  easterly  100  feet  by  #7  and  con- 
tinuing about  10  feet  to  School  Brook;  thence  northerly  along  said  brook 

crossing  #96,  100,  104,  106,  and  110  Main  Street  to  the  rear  corner  of 
#12  Normandy  Row;  thence  northeasterly  along  the  rear  property  line  of 
#12  and  continuing  100  feet  along  the  rear  of  #10  and  76  feet  along  the 
rear  of  #8  to  the  southwesterly  corner  of  #2  Normandy  Row;  thence  north- 

erly 157  feet  along  the  property  line  between  #2  and  #8  to  Normandy; 
thence  crossing  the  street  to  the  westerly  corner  of  #118  Main  Street 
and  continuing  northeasterly  along  the  rear  property  line  of  #118  a 
distance  of  212  feet  to  the  northerly  corner;  thence  southeasterly  30 
feet  to  a  point  on  the  southwesterly  sideline  of  #124  Main  Street, 
which  point  is  200  feet  westerly  from  the  curved  sideline  of  Main  Street 
thence  generally  northeasterly  and  northerly  on  a  line  which  is  200  feet 
westerly  from,  and  concentric  with  the  curve  of  Main  Street  to  an  angle 
point  in  the  northerly  line  of  #132  Main  Street;  thence  200  feet  along 
the  property  line  to  northeasterly  corner  of  the  lot  adjacent  to  #4 
Haverhill  Street;  thence  crossing  the  street  to  the  junction  between 
Haverhill  and  Ipswich  Road  and  running  southerly  100  feet  along  Main 
Street  to  a  point  opposite  the  northerly  corner  of  #129  Main  Street; 
thence  southeasterly  to  the  sideline  of  Main  Street  and  continuing  159 
feet  to  the  rear  line  of  #129;  thence  100  feet  along  the  rear  of  #129 
and  continuing  192  feet  along  the  read  of  #127  and  450  feet  more  or 
less  across  #117  to  the  easterly  corner  of  #111;  thence  southerly  along 
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the  rear  lines  of  #111  and  #109  Main  Street  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
#109;  thence  northwesterly  about  26  feet  to  the  northeasterly  corner  of 
#103  Main  Street;  thence  along  the  rear  lot  line  of  #103  about  50  feet 
to  the  southeasterly  corner;  thence  46  feet  westerly  to  the  rear  corner 
of  #99  Main  Street;  thence  southerly  along  the  rear  lot  line  of  #99  to 
the  southeasterly  corner  of  #99;  thence  easterly  by  #97  Main  Street  to 
the  northwesterly  corner  of  #2  Howlett  Street;  thence  southerly  223 
feet  to  the  southwesterly  corner  of  #2;  thence  easterly  87  feet  to  How- 

lett Street  and  continuing  on  the  same  course  to  the  centerline  of  said 
street;  thence  northerly  along  Howlett  Street  to  a  point  opposite  the 
corner  between  #1  and  #5;  thence  easterly  to  the  sideline  of  Howlett 
Street  and  continuing  201  feet  to  the  northeasterly  corner  of  the  Parson 
Capen  House  property;  thence  southerly  219  feet  by  the  easterly  property 
line  of  the  Capen  House  and  continuing  about  415  feet  to  a  point  on  prop- 

erty of  the  Emerson  Center,  which  is  200  feet  from  the  sideline  of  East 
Common  Street  and  200  feet  from  the  northeasterly  sideline  of  High  Street; 
thence  southeasterly  about  240  feet  to  the  northerly  corner  of  #14  High 
Street  and  continuing  by  the  rear  property  line  of  #14  to  Great  Hill 
Brook;  thence  southeasterly  about  330  feet  across  property  #26  High 
Street  to  the  northerly  corner  of  #32  High  Street;  thence  along  the 
property  line  between  #32  and  #4  Towne  Lane;  thence  southwesterly  along 
the  sideline  of  Towne  Lane  and  crossing  High  Street  to  the  point  of  be- 
ginning. 

Wherever  only  part  of  any  building  or  structure  is  within  the  His- 
toric District,  according  to  the  boundary  lines  as  heretofore  defined  in 

this  section,  there  shall  be  included  within  the  Historic  District  the 
entire  land  area  occupied  or  to  be  occupied,  by  all  of  said  building  or 
structure,  so  that  the  whole  building  or  structure  shall  be  considered 
to  be  within  the  Historic  District  for  the  purposes  of  this  By-Law. 

3.  The  Historic  District  Commission  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  Historic  District  Commissions  as  provided  by  the  Historic  Dis- 

tricts Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  and  of  subsequent  amendments 
thereto,  except  that  the  authority  of  the  Commission  shall  not  extend 
to  the  review  of  the  following  categories: 

(a)  Terraces,  walks,  driveways,  sidewalks,  and  similar  struc- 
tures or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  provided  that  any  such  structure  is 

substantially  at  grade  level. 
(b)  Storm  doors  and  windows,  screens,  window  air  conditioners, 

lighting  fixtures,  antennae,  and  similar  appurtenances,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them. 

(c)  The  color  of  paint. 

4.  The  Historic  District  Commission  shall  adopt  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  its  business  not  inconsistent  with  the  provis- 

ions of  the  Historic  Districts  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as  amend- 
ed, and  may,  subject  to  appropriation,  employ  clerical  and  technical 

assistants  or  consultants  and  may  accept  money  gifts  and  expend  same 
for  such  purposes. 

5.  When  taking  action  under  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the 
Historic  Districts  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as  amended,  the 
Historic  District  Commission  shall  make  a  determination  within  forty- 
five  (45)  days  after  the  filing  of  the  application  for  a  certificate  of 
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appropriateness,  or  such  further  time  as  the  applicant  may  in  writing 
allow. 

6.    The  provisions  of  this  By-Law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  severable. 
If  any  of  its  provisions  shall  be  held  to  be  invalid  or  unconstitution- 

al by  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  the  remaining  provisions 
shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

Thirty-Third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  and  develop  ap- 
proximately 38  acres  of  land  on  the  westerly  side  of  U.  S.  Route  1, 

northerly  of  Ipswich  Road,  easterly  of  North  Street  and  southerly  of 
Camp  Meeting  Road,  to  be  used  for  recreation  and  conservation  purposes 
and  to  authorize  the  appropriate  Town  officials  to  make  application  for 
any  available  reimbursements  from  any  State  or  Federal  agencies  and  to 
determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or 
otherwise,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto 

Thirty- Fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  .or  amend 
and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

Section  X:    Description  of  Districts  of  the  Zoning  By-Law  is  hereby  de- 
leted and  the  following  Section  X  inserted  therein: 

SECTION  X  -  DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICTS 

The  Business  Districts  shall  comprise  the  areas  bounded  (a)  by  a  line 
beginning  at  the  junction  of  the  Turnpike  and  South  Main  Street,  thence 
northerly  on  South  Main  Street  to  Maple  Street,  thence  easterly  on 
Maple  Street  to  a  point  300  feet  from  the  Turnpike,  thence  northerly 
parallel  to  the  Turnpike  to  a  point  within  150  feet  south  of  the  rail- 

road, thence  northwesterly  parallel  to  the  railroad  to  Summer  Street, 
thence  northerly  on  Summer  Street  to  a  point  200  feet  north  of  the  rail- 

road, thence  easterly  parallel  to  the  railroad  to  a  point  on  a  perpen- 
dicular to  Central  Street  where  the  brook  passes  under  Central  Street, 

thence  northeasterly  on  this  perpendicular  across  Central  Street  to  a 
point  200  feet  north  of  Central  Street,  thence  easterly  parallel  to 
Central  Street  to  a  point  300  feet  west  of  the  Turnpike,  thence  norther- 

ly to  High  Street,  thence  following  High  Street  to  a  point  300  feet  east 
of  the  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  parallel  to  the  Turnpike  and  300  feet 
east  thereof  to  Maple  Street,  thence  westerly  to  the  Turnpike,  thence 
southerly  to  the  junction  of  the  Turnpike  and  South  Main  Street,  the 
point  of  beginning,     (b)  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  intersection  of  Main 
Street  and  the  railroad,  following  the  railroad  westerly  to  the  High 
School  playground  following  the  southern  boundary  of  the  High  School 
playground  to  Main  Street,  crossing  Main  Street,  and  following  the  south- 

ern boundary  of  the  Town  Library  grounds  to  the  Brook,  following  the 
Brook  southwesterly  until  it  intersects  a  parallel  to  Main  Street,  250 
feet  to  the  southeast  thereof,  following  this  parallel  across  Central 
Street  and  Park  Street  to  South  Main  Street  and  then  following  South 

Main  Street  north  to  the  railroad,  the  point  "of  beginning,    (c)    by  a 
line  perpendicular  to  the  centerline  of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  north- 

westerly for  a  distance  of  383  feet,  the  point  of  beginning  being  280 
feet  southerly  of  the  Mile  Brook  culvert,  measured  on  said  centerline  as 
defined  in  the  1921-22  layout;  thence  northeasterly  along  a  line  parallel 
to  and  350  feet  distant  from  the  westerly  sideline  of  said  Turnpike, 
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crossing  Mile  Brook  and  Ipswich  Road  to  a  point  200  feet  northerly  of 
the  Mile  Brook  culvert  (measured  on  the  center line  of  the  Turnpike)  and 
383  feet  westerly  of  said  centerline;  thence  easterly  along  a  line  per- 

pendicular to  the  Turnpike  to  a  point  200  feet  westerly  of  the  sideline 
thereof;  thence  northeasterly  along  a  line  parallel  to  the  Turnpike  and 
200  feet  westerly  thereof,  crossing  Camp  Meeting  Road  and  continuing  to 
the  Ipswich  Town  line;  thence  easterly  along  the  Town  line  to  a  point 
200  feet  easterly  of  the  easterly  sideline  of  the  Turnpike;  thence  south- 

westerly along  a  line  parallel  to  and  200  feet  easterly  of  said  Turnpike, 
crossing  Camp  Meeting  Road  and  continuing  335  feet  to  the  northeasterly 
property  line  of  #409  Boston  Street;  thence  northwesterly  along  the  prop- 

erty line  to  the  centerline  of  the  Turnpike  (Boston  Street) ;  thence  south- 
westerly along  said  centerline  to  a  point  opposite  #371  Boston  Street; 

thence  southeasterly  to  the  sideline  of  said  street  and  continuing  along 
the  southerly  sideline  of  #371  to  a  point  200  feet  easterly  of  the  east- 

erly sideline  of  said  street,  thence  southwesterly  parallel  to  said 
street,  crossing  Ipswich  Road  and  Mile  Brook  to  a  point  280  feet  south- 

erly of  the  culvert  under  the  Turnpike;  thence  along  a  line  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  Turnpike  233  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  Central  Residential  District  shall  comprise,  except  for  the  business 
districts  included  therein,  the  area  bounded  by  a  line  beginning  at  the 
junction  of  Salem  Street  and  River  Road,  thence  to  a  point  on  Prospect 
Street,  1,000  feet  southwesterly  from  South  Main  Street,  thence  to  a 
point  on  Washington  Street,  at  the  westerly  boundary  of  land  now  owned 
by  Hosmer  Eldridge,  northeasterly  to  the  end  of  Colerain  Road  as  present- 

ly accepted,  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  along 
the  southern  border  to  Haverhill  Street,  thence  northerly  on  Pine  Street 
to  a  point  on  Ipswich  Road,  thence  to  a  point  on  the  Newburyport  Turnpike 
400  feet  north  of  High  Street,  thence  parallel  to  High  Street  across  Per- 

kins Row  to  a  point  where  it  meets  a  perpendicular  to  High  Street  at  its 
junction  with  the  railroad,  thence  following  said  perpendicular  to  the 
railroad,  thence  up  the  railroad  northwesterly  to  a  point  200  feet  south- 

easterly of  Maple  Street,  thence  westerly  parallel  to  Maple  Street  to 
the  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  on  the  Turnpike  to  South  Main  Street, 
thence  westerly  to  the  junction  of  Salem  Road  and  River  Road,  the  point 
of  beginning.    Also,  the  district  bounded  NORTHWESTERLY  by  the  centerline 
of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike;  NORTHEASTERLY  by  the  property  line  between 
#409  and  #413  Boston  Street;  SOUTHEASTERLY  by  a  line  parallel  to  and 
200  feet  easterly  of  the  easterly  sideline  of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike; 
and  SOUTHWESTERLY  by  the  property  line  between  #367  and  #371  Boston 
Street ; 

The  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall  comprise:  all 
area  in  Topsfield  south  and  east  of  the  Ipswich  River.    Also  all  land 
in  Topsfield  east  and  north  of  a  line  starting  at  the  junction  of  the 
Ipswich  River  and  Howlett  Brook  following  Howie tt  Brook  to  a  point  300 
feet  south  of  Ipswich  Road  on  a  perpendicular  to  said  road,  thence 
westerly  on  a  line  300  feet  south  of  and  parallel  to  Ipswich  Road  and 
Camp  Meeting  Road  to  a  point  200  feet  east  of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike, 
thence  northerly  200  feet  east  of  and  parallel  to  said  Turnpike  to  the 
Town  line.    Also,  all  land  in  Topsfield  north  of  a  line  starting  at  a 
point  on  the  Town  line,  which  is  200  feet  west  of  and  on  a  perpendicu- 

lar to  the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  200  feet  west  of  and 
parallel  to  said  Turnpike  to  Howlett  Brook,  thence  westerly  following 
Howlett  Brook  and  Pye  Brook  to  the  Town  line. 



The  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall  comprise  all  of 
the  Township  remaining  outside  the  Business,  Central  Residential,  and 
Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts. 

Thirty-Fifth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

Under  provisions  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section 
21,  Clause  22,  noise  from  bulldozers,  fronted  loaders,  backhoes,  etc. 
shall  be  controlled  and  abated  by  any  member  of  the  Topsfield  Police 
Department  except  for  the  hours  of  7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday,  and  7:00  a.m.  to  noon  Saturday.    Any  person  refusing  to  comply 
under  the  above  conditions  shall  be  subject  to  a  twenty-five  dollar 
($25.00)  fine  for  each  offense. 

Submitted  by  petition. 

Thirty- Sixth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  educa- 

tion and  prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- Seventh   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub -Committee  of  the  Con- 

servation Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any  action  rela- tive thereto. 

Thirty-Eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept,  reject  or  take  any  other 
action  regarding  the  following  agreement: 

North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  District 
Amendment  to  District  Agreement  Providing  for  Withdrawal 

of  the  City  of  Peabody 

The  "Agreement  with  Respect  to  the  Establishment  of  a  Vocational  Region- 
al School  District"  as  accepted  by  the  Cities  of  Beverly,  Gloucester, 

Peabody  and  Salem  and  the  Towns  of  Boxford,  Danvers,  Essex,  Hamilton, 
Lynnfield,  Manchester,  Marblehead,  Middleton,  Rockport,  Swampscott, 
Topsfield  and  Wenham  pursuant  to  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of  1972  (the 
"District  Agreement")  shall  be  amended  upon  acceptance  as  hereinafter 
provided  as  follows: 

1.    The  City  of  Peabody  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  North  Shore 
Regional  Vocational  School  District  (the  "School  District")  pursuant 
to  Part  VII  of  the  District  Agreement  as  of  the  "Effective  Date"  of this  Amendment. 

2.  The  "Effective  Date"  of  this  Amendment  shall  be  the  date  on 
which  this  Amendment  has  been  accepted  by  eleven  of  the  sixteen  munici- 

palities comprising  the  School  District,  one  of  which  must  be  the  City 
of  Peabody.    Municipalities  may  accept  this  Amendment  only  by  compli- 

ance with  the  provisions  of  Section  7.2  of  the  District  Agreement. 

3.  In  the  event  prior  to  the  Effective  Date  the  School  District 
shall  incur  debt  pursuant  to  Section  6  (d)  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts 154 



of  1972,  the  obligation  of  the  City  of  Peabody  to  pay  to  the  School  Dis- 
trict a  share  of  the  School  District's  annual  installments  for  such  debt 

shall  terminate  on  June  30,  1975,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 7.5  of  the  District  Agreement. 

4.  In  the  event  this  Amendment  is  accepted,  the  City  of  Peabody 
shall  remain  liable  for  its  unpaid  share  of  the  budget  of  the  School 
District  as  certified  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  School  District  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Peaboc^  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1975, 
provided,  however,  that  if,  as  of  the  Effective  Date,  no  student  who  is 
resident  of  the  City  of  Peabody  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  Interim  Voca- 

tional Program  conducted  by  the  School  District,  the  School  District 
shall  allow  the  City  of  Peabody  a  credit  in  the  amount  of  $39,481  against 
its  said  unpaid  share  of  the  budget,  such  credit  to  be  allocated  to  the 
remainhg  unpaid  installments  pro  rata  according  to  the  amounts  thereof. 

5.  After  all  sixteen  municipalities  have  considered  and  accepted 
or  declined  to  accept  this  Amendment,  this  Amendment  shall  be  void  and 
of  no  effect  unless  at  least  eleven  such  municipalities  (one  of  which 
shall  be  the  City  of  Peabody)  have  accepted  this  Amendment  in  accordance 
with  Section  7.2  of  the  District  Agreement.    Any  attempted  acceptance  by 
a  municipality  after  June  30,  1975  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Thirty- Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for 
services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services, 
Inc.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40, 
Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended 

Fortieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Vocational 
Regional  School  Committee  for  said  committee's  expenses,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of  1972,  as  amended,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Forty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
of  a  dump  truck  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Surveyor,  to  make  such  purchase,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Forty- Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
of  a  pickup  truck  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Road  Surveyor,  to  make  such  purchase,  or  take  any  action  relative  there- to. 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote 
in  election  of  Town  Officers,  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House  on  Wednesday, 
the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  1974,  at  seven  o'clock  a.m.  to  bring  in  their 
votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 
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Moderator  for  one  year 
One  Selectman  for  three  years 
One  Town  Clerk  for  three  years 
One  Town  Collector  for  three  years 
One  Assessor  for  three  years 
Two  School  Committeemen  for  three  years 
One  School  Committeeman  for  one  year 
Two  Library  Trustees  for  three  years 
One  Library  Trustee  for  one  year 
One  Tree  Warden  for  one  year 
One  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Water  Commissioner  for  two  years 
One  Cemetery  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Constable  for  one  year 
One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 
One  Trust  Fund  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  Member  of  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  for  five  years 
One  Member  of  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  for  three  years 
One  Member  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
One  Member  Planning  Board  for  one  year 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7:00  o'clock  a.m.  to  7:00  o'clock  p.m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 

fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  second  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR.,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy, 
Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable. 
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WARRANT  FOR  1974  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Tops field,  in  said  County, 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Tops field,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  1974,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  expenses  of  the  Police  Department 
through  June  30,  1974,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  interest  on  short  term  notes  made 
and  expenses  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  construc- 

tion of  the  addition  to  the  Library  and  the  Proctor  School,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Fourth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
220,  Section  8G,  of  the  Acts  of  1972,  or  take  any  action  relative  there- 
to. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 

fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-second  day  of  April  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR.,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy,  Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

At  its  March  1973  organizational  meeting,  the  Planning  Board  elected 
Donald  Booth  Chairman  and  Judson  Pratt,  Clerk,     Members  were 
appointed  to  various  responsibilities  as  follows: 

The  Board  held  thirty  two  meetings  including  one  zoning  hearing, 
three  subdivision  hearings,  one  on  rules  and  regulations  and  one 
Open  Space  Development  plan. 

The  Open  Space  Development  Plan  was  not  approved  by  the  State 
Attorney  General  and  had  to  be  reworded,  voted  on  by  the  Town,  and 
resubmitted  to  the  State.     It  was  finally  approved  and  Ferncroft 
Estates  is  in  the  process  of  implementing  this  new  by-law. 

The  Route  1  Study  Committee,  chaired  by  Jackson  Welsh,   submitted  its 
report.     A  public  meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the  contents  with 
Town  officials  and  interested  citizens.     It  was  subsequently  decided 
to  employ  the  firm  of  Metcalf  and  Eddy  to  further  study  the  Route  1 
corridor  and  to  make  recommendations  as  to  the  implementation  of 
the  Route  1  Study. 

The  Planning  Board  asked  for  and  received  $7,000  to  redo  our  Rules 
and  Regulations.  Metcalf  and  Eddy  was  employed  and  has  produced  a 
preliminary  version.  The  first  of  several  meetings  have  been  held 
with  interested  residents.     The  task  should  be  completed  by  June. 

It  is  becoming  apparent  that  the  bulk  of  the  developable  land 
remaining  in  Topsfield  has  some  type  of  problem;   either  septic, 
water  supply,  or  traffic  flow.     The  Planning  Board  is  trying  to  extend 
the  techniques  used  on  Route  1  to  the  entire  town  to  help  solve  these 
problems. 

The  Board  accepted  with  regret  the  resignation  of  Robert  Klar.  His 
many  years  of  effort  were  greatly  appreciated. 

Mr.  James  Cavanaugh  was  appointed  to  fill  the  remainder  of  his  term. 

Soil  Removal  Board 
Highway  Department 
Rte.   1  Study 
Conservation  Commission 
Long  Range  School  Planning 
&  Building  Committee 

Judson  Pratt 
Robert  Klar 
Jackson  Welsh 
Richard  Carlson 
Richard  Carlson 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  BOOTH,  Chairman 
JUDSON  PRATT,  Clerk 
RICHARD  CARLSON 
JAMES  CAVANAUGH 
JACKSON  WELSH 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  1974-1975  Budget 

The  cities  and  towns  of  Massachusetts  are  emerging  from  the  18-month 
budget  period,  which  required  considerable  fiscal  adjustments  by  all 
Town  departments.    Budget  period  1974-1975  will  not  be  any  less  burden- 

some, however,  because  of  the  significant  cost  increases  in  this  current 
inflationary  period.    As  the  Finance  Committee  views  it,  the  Town  must 
enter  this  fiscal  period  with  extraordinary  diligence  and  realism  in  its 
approach  to  expenditures,  while  the  economy  passes  through  this  un- 

settling period.    We  believe  if  the  Town  continues  to  make  progress  in 
comptroller ship  and  efficiency,  the  burden  on  the  real  estate  taxes 
will  be  held  to  reasonable  levels  and  the  greatest  possible  value  for 
each  dollar  spent  will  be  obtained. 

The  new  fiscal  cycle  now  runs  from  July  1  to  June  30.    This  allows  us  to 
make  a  better  assessment  of  the  impact  of  our  budget  on  the  tax  rate  be- 

cause the  State  and  County  charges  and  reimbursements  (cherry  sheet) 
have  been  received  in  time  for  us  to  use  this  information  for  budget 
planning. 

In  that  regard,  to  fund  the  operations  of  the  Town  at  the  level  of 
$3,663,767.60,  as  shown  in  Article  IV,  the  tax  rate  will  be  approximately 
$68-$70.    This  represents  an  increase  of  $2-$4  (approximately  3.5%-6%) 
over  the  current  $66  rate.    Any  special  article,  other  than  those  al- 

ready recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee,  requiring  expenditures  to 
be  raised  (by  taxation)  and  appropriated,  will  add  $1  to  the  new  tax 
rate  for  every  $32,000  of  funds  required.    The  Finance  Committee  has 
duly  considered  this  in  our  judgements  and  recommendations  on  special 
articles . 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

The  Town  has  received  Federal  revenue  sharing  checks  totalling 
$74,850.00  for  use  during  this  fiscal  period.    As  explained  last  year, 
the  money  is  for  the  use  of  the  Town,  with  certain  restrictions.  Its 
use  must  be  specified,  which  excludes  those  for  educational  and  general 
administration  purposes,  nor  can  they  go  to  the  general  fund.    In  that 
framework  then,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  that  these  funds  be  used  to  help  finance  those  services 
that  are  essential  to  the  basic  operations  of  the  Town  and  not  be  used 
to  expand  facilities  or  services.    This  year,  as  last,  we  recommend  the 
Revenue  Sharing  funds  in  the  amount  of  $70,000.00  be  used  under  Article 
V  to  finance  a  portion  of  the  Police  Department  budget. 

RESERVE  FUND  EXPENDITURES 

Animal  Inspector 
Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes 
Lister 
Police  Department 

$  450.00 
4,144.48 200.40 

Total 9,000.00 
$13,794.88 

Balance  on  Hand 
$11,205.12 

1 
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The  chart  below  shows  annual  rate  of  increase  for  last  seven  years: 

1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 

15.8% 
16.6% 
17.0% 
7.1% 

1972  6.6% 
1973-  74    14.2%  (annual  rate) 
1974-  75  21.7% 

TOWN  FUNDS 

The  Town  has  a  number  of  special  funds  that  it  may  utilize  during  the 
fiscal  year.    The  Finance  Committee  believes  that  a  brief  explanation 
of  these  funds  and  their  current  balances  may  be  helpful  in  understand- 

ing how  the  Town  and  the  Finance  Committee  arrives  at  an  operating  budg- et. 

a.  Stabilization  Fund  -  This  is  a  fund  from  which  the  Town  may  ap- 
propriate  a  sum  of  money  for  any  purpose  which  the  Town  would  be  author- 

ized to  borrow  monies  under  Section  7  or  8  of  Chapter  44.    At  this  time, 
this  fund  has  a  current  balance  of  $8,625.00  and  it  is  felt  that  the 
Town  should  begin  to  add  to  the  fund,  starting  in  fiscal  year  1975-76. 

b.  Overlay  Reserve  Fund  -  This  fund  is  an  accumulated  amount  that 
may  be  used  by  the  Town  for  extraordinary  or  unforeseen  purposes.  The 
accumulation  is  that  balance  that  the  Assessors  have  raised  in  excess 
of  appropriations  and  other  charges  not  used  for  abatements.    The  current 
Overlay  Reserves  stands  at  $102,350.00  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  1974- 75.    The  Finance  Committee  has  recommended  that  there  be  a  transfer  of 
approximately  $50,000.00  from  this  account,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$52,350.00.    To  reduce  this  account  any  further  would  not  be  advisable. 

c.  Surplus  Revenue  Account  -  The  Surplus  Revenue  Account  is  that 
amount  as  certified  by  the  State  which  represents  all  unexpended  balanc- 

es of  general  appropriations,  unexpended  balances  of  any  appropriation 
made  for  a  special  purpose,  and  the  excess  of  receipts  from  sources 
other  than  taxation  over  estimated  receipts  as  used  by  the  Assessors. 
Any  amount  from  this  fund  can  be  appropriated  by  a  Town  to  decrease  the 
tax  rate  or  it  may  be  used  piecemeal  to  finance  certain  appropriations. 
The  current  balance  in  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account  stands  at  $114,000.00 
and  the  Finance  Committee  has  recommended  that  during  fiscal  year  1974- 
75,  that  $59,716.00  be  transferred  from  this  account.    It  is  felt  that 
to  reduce  this  fund  any  further  would  not  be  advisable. 

d.  Reserve  Fund  -  The  Reserve  Fund  is  a  sum  of  money  to  provide 
for  extraordinary  or  unforeseen  expenditures  which  may  be  voted  by  the 
Finance  Committee.    The  balance  of  the  Reserve  Fund  and  the  expenditures 
made  by  the  Finance  Committee  have  been  set  out  in  this  report. 

e.  Revenue  Sharing  -  The  Revenue  Sharing  account  balance  stands 
at  $74,850.00  and  the  Finance  Committee  has  recommended  a  transfer  from 
this  fund  in  the  amount  of  $70,000.00  to  be  applied  directly  to  reduce 
the  Police  budget. 

Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Personnel 

The  Finance  Committee  has  recognized  a  need  for  better  coordination  and 
administration  of  the  personnel  functions  as  our  Town  has  grown  and 
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operations  become  more  complex.    In  this  regard,  and  with  due  consider- 
ation of  the  importance  of  the  position  of  our  Town  employees,  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  established,  with  agreement  by  the  Town  Moderator  and 

support  of  the  Board,  of  Selectmen,  an  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Personnel,  to 
advise  us  on  wage  and  salary  matters  in  preparation  of  this  budget. 
This  is  a  first  step  toward  filling  the  ijnmediate  need  as  we  vie^  it, However,  the  broader  and  continuing  purpose  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  is 
to  prescribe  the  guidelines  for  governing  salaries,  terms  of  employment, 
job  titles,  fringe  benefits,  and  other  related  personnel  matters.  This 
will  require  considerable  effort  to  consolidate  the  various  policies  and 
practices  currently  used,  into  a  professionally  drawn  set  of  uniform 
policies  and  guidelines.    Messrs.  Robert  Farrell  and  Robert  Campbell 
were  asked  to  volunteer  their  time,  and  their  many  years  of  professional 
experience  in  the  area  of  personnel  relations,  to  initiate  these  pro- 

grams and  move  rapidly  in  their  implementation. 

Their  first  effort  was  to  recommend  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  Board 
of  Selectmen,  in  time  for  consideration  for  this  budget,  a  wage  increase 
guideline  for  Town  employees.    We  have  used  their  advice  and  counsel  in 
establishing  for  this  period  a  7.5%  wage  increase  for  non-salaried  Town 
employees,  which  increases  are  reflected  in  Article  IV  of  the  Warrant. 

As  the  efforts  of  this  Ad  Hoc  Committee  continue  along  the  lines  previ- 
ously described,  we  shall  continue  to  discuss  their  recommendations  with 

the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  department  heads  for  further  imple- mentation. 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1, 
1974,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one 
year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of 
less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section 
17,  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TOWN  TREASURER, 
WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME 
IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  THE  REVENUE  OF  THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  BEGINNING  JULY  1, 
1974,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44, 
SECTION  4,  AND  TO  ISSUE  A  NOTE  OR  NOTES  THEREFOR,  PAYABLE  WITHIN  ONE 
YEAR,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES  AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF 
LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION 
17,  AS  AMENDED. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  school,  highways  and 
all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all 
elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of  expend- 

ing same. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN  EXPENSES  AND  FIX  THE 
TOTAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  EIGHTEEN- 
MONTH  PERIOD  FROM  JULY  1,  1974  THROUGH  JUNE  30,  1975,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH 
THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  BELOW: 

Moderator  $      30.00     Planning  Board: 
Selectmen: 

Chairman 
Clerk 
Other  Member 

400.00 
800.00 
300.00 

Chairman  $  200.00 
Other  Member  50.00 
Other  Member  50.00 
Other  Member  50.00 

Town  Treasurer 
Collector 
Assessors: 

Chairman 
Clerk 
Other  Member 

4,600.00 
4,500.00 

2,000.00 900.00 
900.00 

Clerk  250.00 
Town  Clerk  4,000.00 
Road  Surveyor  11,500.00 
Tree  Warden  -  Aggregate  not  1,000.00 

to  exceed  $1,000.00  to 
be  charged  to  applicable 
Moth,  Shade  Tree,  and  Elm 
Beetle  appropriations. 
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Expenditures  1973  Classification  Recommended 
Appropriation  1974/75 

(2.0%)  (7311 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

$ 30.00 Moderator 30.00 
i  500  on unci  1 i  c;nn  no 

X , JUU . UU 700.00 TWiAm   Arrm  nrf*HTi"f" 1  w  vv  1 1  .rYCCv-'LHl  Uclll  U 4  noo  nn *T  ,  UUU  .  uu 
4  250  00 4  600  00 H*  y  UUU  •  UU 
4,000.00 Tnwn  Cnl 1 prtnr 4  500  00 

tj JUU.UU 3,400.00 Assessors 
3,800.00 200.00 Insurance  Committee  Clerk 

'200! 00 

50.00 Trust  Fund  Clerk 50.00 

1,250.00 Town  Clerk 
4,000.00 50.00 Planning  Board 600.00 

433.20 Lister 450.00 
29,430.72 Town.  Officers '  Expenses 34  581  00 
2  613  55 F1  ppti nn^ 3  800  00 

J jOUUi UU 6  656  41 
U  ?  UJU  •  'tX 

Town  Ha  11 10  ̂ 5  00 
1U , JJJ . uu 

2,070.14 2  500  00 

56  634  02 ^JLIU     lULul  •         UC)  1C1  al    \J\J  V  CI  XUUwlXL 75  146  00 
/  J  j  X*tU  •  U U 

(6  0%1 PROTFfTTON  OF  PFRSONS  £  PROPFRTY C6  HVi 

$ 93  961  68 Pol  TCP  DpnaTtmpnt" 54  437  00 •J**T  y     l+J'  1    •  \J\J 
24  154  57 Fitp  DpTiflTtmpnt 33  080  00 
29  346  31 CnTnrm  in i  psti  nrm  CptiI'pt 36  231  00 
1  405  50 Mn1"Vi  Tlp>T\a  "P'f"mp>'n  +■ 1VIU  LIl   JJCJJcl.1  unci II, 

1  fsno  00 

X , uuu • uu 337.50 Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department 600.00 
5  1  71  3? Shadp  Trpp OllCUJ-C  11CC 7  635  00 

/ y UJJ • UU q  D7Q  47 
J  ,  U  /  J  .  4-  / UU.LCI1   EXlll  UloCdjC 

t , JJJ . uu 700  00 xvjxoijii  ivy  wiiuiui 700  00 
1  479.70 Wirp  TTm"npptnT 1  500  00 

1^152!50 Plumbing  Inspector 
1,500.00 2  500  00 L>  ̂   .JUU  •  U  U "Ri  ii  1  rli  n rr   Tn QnArtnT J_>lXXX*J.Xllt     XllOL/C'V^  LvJ  1 3  000  00 

303.50 Gas  Inspector 500.00 
642.00 Dog  Fund 885.00 

1,000.00 Dog  Officer's  Expense 1,075.00 800.00 Animal  Inspector 
1,030.00 1  830  42 X  y<J*J\J  •  TLi Civil  Dpfpn^p Llvll  JJCLClloC 800  00 

229.89 Cnn^PTV?)  1"i  on V— <  VCIU1U11 
1,575.00 Town  Forest 

'475.00 

169,544.36 Sub -Total:    Protection  of  Persons 150,458.00 
§  Property 

(2.5%) HEALTH  AND  SANITATION (1.8%) 

S 11,465.24 Health  Department 
7,040.00 60,000.00 Sanitary  Landfill 52,290.00 

71,465.24 Sub -Total:    Health  and  Sanitation 
59,330.00 
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(5.2%) HIGHWAYS (4.5%) 

$  45,767.79 
28,495.79 
24, 571. 51 
5,023.63 

24,729.86 
8,700.00 
2,648.55 
6,859.92 

General  Highway- 
Removing  Snow  and  Ice 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Construction 
Road  Machinery  Fund 
Building  Maintenance 
Street  Lighting 

$  48,166.00 
50,000.00 

7,358 .00 20,000.00 
7,750.00 
7,000.00 
3,500.00 
8,500.00 

$  146,797.05 Sub -Total:  Highways $  152,274.00 

(1.8%) WATER  DEPARTMENT (1.9%) 

$  51,887.96 Operation  and  Expenses $  66,310.00 

(0.1%) PLANNING  BOARD (0.1%) 

761 
584 
613 
69 
24 

.84 

.79 

.33 

.39 

.00 

2,053 

(26.2%) 

24,210. 
568,718. 
62,307, 
75,914, 
3,128, 953. 
1,834, 

.35 

Reprinting  Town  Map                           $  250.00 
Clerical  and  Consultant  2,500.00 
Updating  Town  Map  and  Street  Numbers  600.00 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses  675.00 
Zoning  By-Law  Changes  39.21 
Sub-Committee  for  Review  of  Business  §  536.00 

Industrial  Areas 

Sub -Total:    Planning  Board                $  4,600.21 

$  737,067 

(44.1%) 

$1,140,818 
99,427 

99 

98 

10 

$1,240,246 

(1.4%) 

$  40,424 

98 

19 

EDUCATION,  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  -  ELEMENTARY  (26.3%) 

Administration  $  25,230.00 
Instruction  666,304.00 
Other  School  Services  84,092.00 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant  102,109.00 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  7,813.00 
Community  Activities  2,610.00 
Programs  with  Other  Districts  13,575.00 
Contingency  Account   2,500.00 

Sub-Total:    Elementary  School  $  904,233.00 

MASCONOMET  REGIONAL  DISTRICT  SCHOOL  (45.4%) 

General  Control  Apportionment  $1,424,341.52 
Net  Debt  Apportionment  137,597.08 

Sub-Total:    Regional  School  $1,561,938.60 

LIBRARY  (1.4%) 

Operation  and  Expenses  $  48,000.00 



(1.0%) RECREATION (0.8%) 

Park  Department: 
Total  Compensation  for  Park 
Department  Supervisor  $  8,000.00 
Compensation  for  Part-Time  Help  4,500.00 
All  Other  Expense  8,865.00 

19,173.78     Total:    Park  Department  Expense  21,365.00 
10,935.76     Recreation  Facilities  4,700.00 

$ 30,109.54 Sub -Total :    Recr eat ion $ 26,065.00 

(0.4%) CEMETERIES (0.4%) 

$ 13,718 Operation  and  Expenses $ 15,000.00 

(1.8%) PENSIONS (1.0%) 

$ 51,828.00 Essex  County  Retirement  Fund $ 34,478.89 

(0.4%) SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS (0.4%) 

$ 4,684.68 
5,283.18 

Veterans'  Service  Center 
Veterans'  Benefits 

$ 
5,130.00 

10,000.00 

$ 9,967.86 Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits $ 
15,130.00 

(1.7%) UNCLASSIFIED (1.4%) 

3,359.09  Town  and  Census  Reports  $  4,000.00 
845.15  Memorial  Day  Observance  900.00 
75.00  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  50.00 

27.017.67  Insurance  27,498.45 
500.00  Long  Range  School  Planning  500.00 

15,808.77  Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  16,100.00 

47.605.68  Sub-Total:    Unclassified  $  49,048.45 

(1.0%)                 INTEREST  ON  LONG  TERM  BONDS  (1.7%) 

1,062.50  School  Addition  Bonds  12/68 
160.00  School  Bonds  9/54                             $  40.00 
40.00  School  Bonds  9/54  10.00 

7,600.00  School  Bonds  3/62  6,400.00 
2,646.00  Water  Bonds  8/66  2,016.00 
6,640.00  Water  Bonds  9/72  5,395.00 
504.00  Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  •  315.00 
504.00  Town  Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66  315.00 

4,375.00  Fire  Station  Bonds  12/69  3,437.50 
3,450.00  Sanitary  Landfill  6/71  2,760.00 

Library  Renovation  6/74  6,000.00 
Proctor  School  Renovation  6/74  32,880.00 

48.75  Water  Bond  5/61  — 

27,030.25  Total  $  59,568.50 
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(0.4%) INTEREST  ON  SHORT  TERM  NOTES (0.4%) 

12,434.55  $  15,000.00 
Original  Date 

(4.1%)    Amount    MATURING  BONDS  -  PRINCIPAL  Maturing  (3.8%) 

School  Addition  Bond  12/68 
School  Bond  9/54  1974  4,000.00 
School  Bond  9/54  1974  1,000.00 
School  Bond  3/62  1982  25,000.00 
Water  Bonds  8/66  1981  10,000.00 
Water  Bonds  9/72  1980  20,000.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds 
8/66  1976  3,000.00 

Town  Library  Remodeling 
Bonds  8.66  1976  3,000.00 

Fire  Station  Bonds  12/69  1979  10,000.00 
Sanitary  Landfill  6/71  1980  10,000.00 
Library  Renovation  6/74  1983  15,000.00 
Proctor  School  Renovation 
6/74  1994  33,000.00 

Water  Bond  5/61  1973 

$  25,000 140,000 
4,000 80,000 
1 ,000 30,000 

25,000 514,000 
10,000 153,000 
20,000 160,000 
^  nnn J  ,  uuu JU, uuu 

3,000 30,000 

10,000 115,000 
10,000 85,300 

100,000 
548,000 

3,000 39,000 

$    114,000.00  Sub-Total:    Principal  $  134,000.00 

$2,822,814.95       Total  Budget  Recommendations  $3,370,580.65 

Total  Special  Articles  Estimated 
(To  be  raised  and/or  transferred 
from  available  funds)  $  184,205.00 

Total  All  Recommendations  $3,554,785.65 

$    144,589.65       Estimated  State  and  County  Charges  $  178,981.95 

GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND  ESTIMATES  $3,733,767.60 

Note  1:    The  total  Police  Budget  is  $124,437.    $70,000  of  this 
budget  is  to  be  funded  by  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  in 
Article  5.    The  total  Protection  Budget  is  $220,458.  The 
total  budget  recommendation  in  Article  4  and  5  is 
$3,440,580.65. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Revenue  Shar- 
ing  Account  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  expenses  of  the  Police 
Department,  which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  under  Article  Four, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  $70,000.00  FROM  THE 
REVENUE  SHARING  ACCOUNT  FOR  EXPENSES  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT ,  WHICH 
ARE  NOT  OTHERWISE  APPROPRIATED  UNDER  ARTICLE  FOUR. 
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Sixth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

a.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees 

b.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department 
c.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department 
d.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OF  THE  INCOME 
FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  FUNDS  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  INDICATED: 

A.  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY  BY  LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES 

B.  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 
C.  PARK  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT 
D.  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 

Approval  of  this  article  by  the  Town  is  necessary  to  allow  these 
Town  Departments  to  use  the  income  from  their  Trust  Funds. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Depart- ment. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Cemetery  Department  has  made  no  request  for  the  use  of  these 
receipts. 

Eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  TRANSFER  FROM  OVERLAY  SURPLUS  RESERVE 
THE  SUM  OF  $15,000  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 

Each  year  the  Reserve  Fund  is  established  to  provide  money  to 
handle,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Finance  Committee,  unforeseen  or  emer- 

gency expenses  of  the  Town. 

Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  con- 
tracted prior  to  July  1,  1974. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Since  the  fiscal  year  will  not  close  until  July  1,  1974  there  are 
no  outstanding  bills  for  the  prior  fiscal  year. 

Tenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Public 
Highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE*  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  PUBLIC 
HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR.    APPROVAL  OF  THIS  ARTICLE  IS  REQUIRED. 
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This  article  is  necessary  to  enable  the  Town  to  work  with  the 
State  and  County  in  connection  with  maintenance  and  construction  of 
highways  and  for  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  applicable  reimbursements. 

Eleventh   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1973,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be 
stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $1,959.38  FROM 
THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY,  SAID  GRANT  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIREC- 

TION OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIP- 
ULATED IN  SUCH  GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.    As  a  formality,  the 
Town  should  vote  to  accept  it. 

Twelfth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  Assessors  to 

take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  recommended  the  financing  of  some  special 

articles  from  free  cash.    This  will  reduce  the  free  cash  level  to  what 
we  believe  is  a  mininum  safe  balance. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81, 
Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 

$14  716.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE  SHARE  OF  THE  COST  OF  THE  WORK.  REIMBURSE- 
MENT FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  RECEIPT. 

Fourteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90, 
Maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Town  has  the  option  of 

taking  State  aid  for  either  highway  maintenance  or  for  new  highway  con- 
struction.   We  believe  it  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Town  to  have  Chap- 

ter 90  applied  to  new  construction. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Con- 
struction of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF 

$14,500.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE  AND  COUNTY  SHARE  OF  WORK.  REIMBURSEMENT 

FROM  THE  STATE  AND  COUNTY  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  RE- CEIPT. 
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Sixteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabilization 
Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

In  the  past,  when  the  Town  expected  school  construction  programs, 
Stabilization  Funds  have  been  reserved  for  such  use.    No  school  construc- 

tion is  planned  in  the  next  fiscal  period,  so  the  Finance  Committee  be- 
lieves there  is  no  need  to  add  to  the  real  estate  tax  burden  this  year 

for  Stabilization  Fund  purposes. 

Seventeenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt  or 
reject  an  amendment  to  the  Town  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

After  Section  III,  (k) ,  add  the  following  section:     (1)  multiple 
family  housing  constructed  under  the  authority  of  the  Topsfield 
"Housing  Authority",  as  "Housing  Authority"  is  defined  in  GL  CI 21  B, 
Section  1,  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  AN  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  TOWN 
ZONING  BY-LAW  AS  PRESENTED  ABOVE. 

This  article  will  permit  the  Housing  Authority  to  build  units  for 
the  elderly.    Should  the  Housing  Authority  wish  to  build  additional 
units  in  the  Town,  they  will  have  to  come  back  to  the  Town  again  for 
acceptance. 

Eighteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1970  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser 
and  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $4,850.00  TO  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  SEDAN  TO  BE  USED  AS  A 
POLICE  CRUISER  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE 
OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE,  TO  TRADE  IN  THE  1970  STATION  WAGON. 

For  some  period  of  time  it  has  been  the  practice  in  the  Town  to  re- 
place police  cruisers  in  alternate  years  to  effect  reasonable  and  econom- 

ical operation  of  our  police  vehicles.    The  1970  station  wagon  to  be  re- 
tired has  approximately  79,000  miles  of  use  and  should  be  replaced. 

Nineteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners to  trade  in  the  1969  Ford  truck  and  purchase  and  equip  a 

truck  to  be  used  by  the  Water  Department  and  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

After  careful  review  of  the  truck  in  question,  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee believes  replacement  should  be  considered  next  year.    This  action 

would  be  more  appropriate,  considering  the  economic  pressures  of  the  up- 
coming fiscal  year. 
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Twentieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess,  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purchase  and  installation 
of  a  new  Surge  Control  Valve  for  the  North  Street  Station  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $3,000.00  TO  PURCHASE  AND  INSTALL  A  NEW  SURGE  CONTROL  VALVE 
FOR  THE  NORTH  STREET  STATION.    SAID  SUM  OF  MONEY  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE 
BOARD  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 

In  order  to  maintain  proper  balance  and  control  of  water  pressure 
at  the  North  Street  Control  Station,  it  is  necessary  to  purchase  and 
install  a  new  water  Surge  Control  Valve. 

Twenty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  Hydraul- 

ics Study  made  of  the  Topsfield  Water  System  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

We  believe  the  Town  water  system  is  an  excellent  and  well  main- 
tained system.    A  Hydraulics  Study,  although  useful,  is  not  absolutely 

necessary  in  this  upcoming  fiscal  period  when  the  Topsfield  tax  rate  is 
under  significant  upward  pressure. 

Twenty- Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and 
equipping  a  maintenance  building  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  said  build- 

ing, upon  its  completion,  to  be  shared  with  the  Park  Department,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

From  a  qualitative  standpoint,  it  would  appear  the  cemetery  could 
be  properly  operated  this  coming  fiscal  year  without  such  expenditure 
by  the  Town. 

Twenty-Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans  - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  Topsfield  Planning  Board,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  81-C  of 
Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  to 
defray  the  costs  of  having  prepared  a  comprehensive  new  Zoning  By-Law 
and  map  employing  the  physical -environmental  impact  study  technique,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE 
SUM  OF  $30,000.00  FOR  USE  BY  THE  TOPSFIELD  PLANNING  BOARD  TO  DEFRAY  THE 
COSTS  OF  HAVING  A  COMPREHENSIVE,  NEW,  ZONING  BY-LAW  AND  MAP,  PREPARED, 
EMPLOYING  THE  PHYSICAL-ENVIRO^ME^^^AL  IMPACT  STUDY  TECHNIQUE,  UNDER  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  SECTION  81-C  OF  CHAPTER  41  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS  OF  THE  COM- 

MONWEALTH OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
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We  believe  it  is  essential  to  the  ordered  and  proper  growth  of  the 
Town  of  Topsfield  that  this  study  be  undertaken  and  completed.    The  fu- 

ture path  of  the  development  of  Topsfield  will,  in  great  part,  be  deter- 
mined by  the  strength  and  fundamentals  of  our  Zoning  By-Laws.    Our  cur- 

rent By-Laws  must  be  reviewed,  modified  and  updated  to  integrate  the  na- 
ture of  our  geography  with  appropriate  land  use,  for  the  future  growth 

of  the  Town. 

Twenty-Fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
(upon  such  terms  as  they  deem  advisable) ,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45 , 
Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for  certain  property  in  Topsfield 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan,  said  point  is 

located  300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common  Street;  thence  running  south- 
erly 530  feet  more  or  less  to  an  iron  pipe  and  stake  located  near  the 

Southwesterly  corner  of  the  Tennis  Court;  thence  running  westerly  300 
feet  more  or  less  to  East  Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High 
Street;  thence  running  southeasterly  along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams;  thence  running  northeasterly  220.6 
feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running  southeasterly 
250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  on  various 
courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now 
or  formerly  of  Northey  and  other  land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Jordan;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan 
land  to  the  point  of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown 
on  a  plan  entitled,  "Congregational  Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass., 
Surveyed  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv. ,  August  2,  1960  -  Scale  1"  = 
50  ft.", 

Said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners; and  to  raise  and  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 

lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN, 
IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  45,  SECTION  14  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS  AS  AMENDED, 
TO  ENTER  INTO  A  LEASE  FOR  A  PERIOD  NOT  TO  EXCEED  ONE  (1)  YEAR,  WITH  THE 
CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  TOPSFIELD  FOR  THE  PROPERTY  (AS  DESCRIBED  IN 
ARTICLE  TWENTY-FOUR  ABOVE) ,  SAID  PROPERTY  TO  BE  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION 
OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS;  AND  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
THE  SUM  OF  $500.00  AS  CONSIDERATION  FOR  LEASE  OF  THE  DESCRIBED  PROPERTY. 

This  lease  is  for  a  one  (1)  year  term.    Three  ball  fields  have  been 
built  by  Town  funds  on  this  property  since  1968.    Since  the  continuation 
of  the  leasing  of  this  property  by  the  Congregational  Church  is  not 
definite,  the  Town  may  have  to  consider  at  some  time  in  the  future  the 
purchase  of  land  to  duplicate  these  recreational  facilities. 

Twenty-Fifth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  .appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  plans,  pro- 

gramming and  related  expenses  for  the  observance  of  the  Town's  325th 
Anniversary  in  1975  and  the  Nation's  Bicentennial  in  1975  and  1976. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$500.00  FOR  PLANS,  PROGRAMMING  AND  RELATED  EXPENSES  FOR  THE  OBSERVANCE 
OF  THE  TOWN'S  325TH  ANNTVERSARY  IN  1975  AND  THE  NATION'S  BICENTENNIAL 
IN  1975  AND  1976. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  it  important  to  recognize  and  celebrate 
these  very  important  dates  in  our  history. 

Twenty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  painting, 
carpentry,  electrical,  and  related  work  so  as  to  improve  the  Town  Hall 
auditorium,  looking  toward  its  dedication  as  a  "Bicentennial  Auditorium" 
as  part  of  the  observance  of  the  Town's  325th  Anniversary  in  1975  and 
the  Nation's  Bicentennial  in  1975  and  1976. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  proposal  itself  may  have  merit,  but  the  cost  initially  quoted 
was  expensive.    The  Finance  Committee  suggests  that  the  Bicentennial 
Commission  explore  the  costs  and  alternatives  further. 

Twenty- Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  certain  roads 
as  scenic  roads  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chap- 

ter 40,  Section  15C  as  amended,  the  following: 

1.  Asbury  Road  from  Ipswich  Road  to  Hamilton  line 
2.  Perkins  Row  from  Route  97  to  Boston  Street 
3.  Howlett  Street  from  High  Street  to  Boston  Street 
4.  Prospect  Street  from  Main  Street  to  River  Road 
5.  River  Road  from  Salem  Road  to  Boxford  line 
6.  Rowley  Bridge  Street  from  Danvers  line  to  intersection  of 

River  Road 
7.  Hill  Street  from  Rowley  Bridge  Street  to  Salem  Road 
8.  Cross  Street  from  Rowley  Bridge  Street  to  Hill  Street 
9.  Garden  Street  from  Hill  Street  to  Boston  Street 
10.  Salem  Street  from  Salem  Road  to  Danvers  line 
11.  Wenham  Road  from  Salem  Road  to  High  Street 
12.  Washington  Street  as  far  as  River  Road 
13.  Averhill  Street  from  Boston  Street  to  Perkins  Row 
14.  Camp  Meeting  Road  to  Ipswich  Road 
15.  Wildes  Road 
16.  North  Street  from  Camp  Meeting  Road  to  Ipswich  line 
17.  Bare  Hill  Road  from  Boxford  to  Route  97 
18.  Rowley  Road  from  Ipswich  to  Route  97 
19.  Boxford  Road  and  Washington  Street  from  Boxford  line  to  Tops- 

field  Common 
20.  Lockwood  Lane  from  Boxford  line  to  Washington  Street 
21.  Main  Street  from  Prospect  Street  to  Boston  Street 
22.  East  Street  from  Camp  Meeting  Road  to  Ipswich  line 

or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECONMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  DESIGNATE  AS  SCENIC  ROADS  THOSE 
ROADS  OR  PORTIONS  THEREOF  AS  LISTED  IN  ARTICLE  TWENTY - SEVENTH  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  WARRANT,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  15C  as  AMENDED. 
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Twenty-Eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

No  person  shall  behave  himself  in  a  noisy  or  disorderly  manner, 
or  use  any  indecent  or  profane  language  in  any  street,  land, 
alley,  or  public  place  in  the  Town,  or  in  any  licensed  place 
of  public  amusement.    No  persons  with  one  or  more  other  person 
shall  remain  unreasonably  in  a  group,  or  near  such  a  group  or 
person,  on  any  sidewalk,  street,  square  or  other  public  place 
within  the  Town  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obstruct  free  passage 
for  pedestrians  after  having  been  requested  by  a  police  officer 
to  move  on.    Whoever  violates  this  Town  By-Law  shall  be  subject 
to  a  fine  of  $25.00 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  the  present  By-Laws  are  sufficient 
to  cope  with  conditions  the  proposed  By-Law  seeks  to  control. 

Twenty-Ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and 
adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

No  person  shall  drink  any  alcoholic  beverages  as  defined  in  Chap- 
ter 138,  Section  1  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  while  on,  in, 

or  upon  any  public  way  or  upon  any  way  to  which  the  public  has  a 
right  of  access,  or  any  place  to  which  members  of  the  public  have 
access  as  invitees,  or  licensees,  park  or  playground,  school  grounds 
or  private  land  or  place  without  consent  of  the  owner  or  person  in 
control  thereof.    All  alcoholic  beverages  being  used  in  violation 
of  this  Town  By-Law  shall  be  seized  and  safely  held  for  trial  be- 

fore the  Court,  at  which  time  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  person 
entitled  to  lawful  possession.    Whoever  violates  this  Town  By-Law 
shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00)  for 
each  offense.  Unanimous. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  this  proposed  By-Law  is  too  gener- al and  too  restrictive. 

Thirtieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Soil  Removal  By-Law  by 
striking  out  the  entire  By-Law  and  its  amendments  adopted  at  a  Town  Meet 
ing  held  on  March  16,  1972,  and  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend  and  adopt 
the  following  By-Law: 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW 

Section  1  -  General 
a.  The  removal  of  sod,  loam,  soil,  sand,  gravel,  or  stone  (herein 

referred  to  as  material)  from  any  land  in  Topsfield  not  in  public  use  is 
hereby  prohibited  except  as  allowed  by  issuance  of  a  permit  under  the 
provisions  of  this  By-Law. 

b.  For  violation  of  this  section  or  Section  4  of  this  By-Law,  the 
penalty  shall  be  fifty  (50)  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  for  the  second  offense,  and  two  hundred  (200)  dollars  for 
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each  subsequent  offense.    Under  this  By-Law,  each  individual  truckload 
removed  will  be  considered  a  violation. 

c.  Topsoil  will  be  retained  on  the  property  and  respread  by  the 
property  owner. 

d.  When  in  the  opinion  of  the  Soil  Removal  Board,  removal  of  top- 
soil  from  the  property  is  necessary,  a  special  permit  conforming  with 
all  provisions  of  this  By-Law  may  be  issued,  provided  that  such  removal 
is  to  some  other  location  within  the  Town. 

Section  2  -  Soil  Removal  Board 
£u    Exclusive  jurisdiction  to  issue  permits  shall  be  in  a  board 

known  as  the  Soil  Removal  Board  (herein  referred  to  as  the  Board) ,  the 
membership  of  which  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  for  a  period  of  one  year  each;  one  member  from  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  or  from  the  Town  at  large;  one  member  from  the  Conser- 

vation Commissinn  and  one  member  from  the  Planning  Board. 

Section  3  -  Procedures 
a!  To  be  considered  for  such  permit,  the  applicant  must  present  to 

the  Soil  Removal  Board  the  following  items: 
CI)    A  subdivision  or  other  plan  showing  ultimate  use  of  the 

land  conforming  with  the  existing  Zoning  By-Law  and  approved  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board.    Desirability  as  well  as  technical  feasibility  of  such  use 

of  the  land  shall  be  considered  in  approval  or  disapproval  of  said  plan. 
(2)  A  topographic  chart  in  five -foot  elevation  increments  in- 
dicating existing  contours  and  proposed  final  contours. 
(3)  A  study  and  report  indicating  the  effect  of  the  proposed 

material  removal  on  water  tables  and  the  effect  of  the  resulting  changes 
in  water  run-off  on  the  height  of  all  encompassed,  bordering  and  down- 

stream surface  water.    Effect  on  both  the  lowest  and  highest  water  levels 
occurring  during  the  year  shall  be  considered  by  this  study.    This  report 
shall  be  reviewed  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  Essex  County 
Conservation  District  or  other  authority  acceptable  to  the  Board  and 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  along  with  the  written  recommendations 
of  the  reviewing  agency,  such  recommendations  to  be  made  a  part  of  the 
records  of  the  Board.    This  requirement  shall  apply  only  when  the  work- 

ing area,  when  combined  with  any  previously  worked  area  on  the  premises, 
exceeds  one  acre. 

(4)  A  complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  current 
abutters  of  the  property  where  such  removal  is  proposed. 

(5)  The  names  of  all  contractors  authorized  by  the  owner  to 
remove  material  from  the  property. 

(6)  The  proposed  entrance  and  egress  from  the  property  and 
routes  within  the  Town. 

b.  No  permit  shall  be  issued  until  the  above  requirements  3.  a. 
(l)-(6)  are  met. 

c.  In  the  event  that  the  above  information  is  shown  to  be  inaccur- 
ate or  incomplete,  the  permit  shall  be  suspended  until  all  provisions 

have  been  met. 
d.  Prior  to  issuance  of  any  permit,  a  public  hearing  shall  be  held. 

Before  such  public  hearing,  the  applicant  shall  file  all  above  required 
information  with  the  Board,  which  documents  shall  be  a  public  record. 
Written  notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  given  each  abutter,  the 
Conservation  Commission,  and  the  Planning  Board,  and  notice  shall  be  ad- 

vertised in  the  newspaper  of  widest  circulation  in  Topsfield  ten  (10) 
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days  at  least  before  said  hearing;  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  applicant. 
For  purposes  of  determining  abutters  under  this  By-Law,  all  contigu- 

ous land  registered  under  names  of  individuals,  corporations  or  trusts 
having  common  interests  shall  be  considered  as  a  single  parcel.  All 
persons  owning  land  having  at  least  one  common  boundary  (including  roads) 
with  such  single  parcel  shall  be  considered  as  abutters  for  purposes  of 
this  By-Law. 

Section  4  -  Safeguards 
The  Board  shall  issue  such  permits  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one 

(1)  year  only  upon  conditions  imposed  which  in  its  discretion  and  judge- 
ment in  each  particular  case  are  especially  designed  to  prevent  personal 

injury  and  to  safeguard  the surrounding  district  and  the  Town  against 
possible  permanent  and  temporary  injury  to  values  in  the  district  during 
or  after  operations  are  completed  or  caused  by  methods  of  handling  such 
material  at  the  site  or  caused  by  transporting  such  material  through  the 
Town. 

As  minimum  requirements,  said  permits  shall  require  that: 
a.  The  following  buffer  areas  be  left  in  their  natural  state  on 

the  applicant's  property  during  the  life  of  the  permit.    All  areas  with- in: 
(1)  300  feet  of  any  street  line 
(2)  200  feet  of  any  other  boundary  line 
(3)  600  feet  of  any  occupied  dwelling 

Reduction  in  the  width  of  buffers  above  is  allowed,  provided  that 
written  consent  of  the  affected  abutters  and/or  occupants  and  the  writ- 

ten approval  of  the  Planning  Board  and/or  the  Conservation  Commission  is 
first  obtained  and  filed  with  the  Board. 

Once  such  buffer  strip  has  been  established,  no  removal  of  trees  or 
other  natural  screening  within  such  buffer  strip  shall  be  allowed  until 
building  construction  in  accordance  with  a  duly  issued  building  permit 
is  started. 

b.  Work  hours  shall  be  limited  to  7:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday.    Operation  of  trucks  (in  or  out)  and  all  machinery,  in- 

cluding, but  not  limted  to,  dozers,  shovels,  loaders,  chain  saws,  shred- 
ders, screens,  etc.,  shall  be  limited  to  these  hours. 
c.  In  material  removal  areas,  ledge  shall  not  be  left  exposed  above 

the  approved  grade  and  boulders  and  all  cleared  trees,  stumps,  and  brush 
shall  be  removed,  shredded  or  completely  buried. 

d.  All  final  bankings  shall  be  graded  to  a  slope  no  steeper  than 
one  (1)  foot  vertical  to  two  (2)  feet  horizontal. 

e.  Following  material  removal,  topsoil  shall  be  spread  to  a  mini- 
mum depth  of  six  (6)  inches  and  seeded  in  accordance  with  the  recommen- 

dations of  the  appropriate  Soil  District  Supervisor  and  the  County  Ex- 
tension Director,  or  their  successors  or  other  authorities  acceptable 

to  the  Board.  Their  recommendations  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the  records 
of  the  Board. 

f .  No  excavation  shall  produce  standing  water  except'  as  part  of 
the  final  plan  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  State  of  Massachu- 

setts under  provisions  of  the  Hatch  Act. 
g.  Under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time  shall  material  be  removed 

to  an  elevation  less  than  six  (6)  feet  above  the  maxiinum  water  table  ele- vation. 
h.  A  plan  showing  the  location  of  all  buried  trees,  stumps  or  other 

material  subject  to  subsequent  compacting  by  decay  shall  be  filed  with 
the  Planning  Board,  the  Building  Inspector  and  the  Board  of  Health. 
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i.    No  trees,  stumps  or  other  material  subject  to  decay  shall  be 
buried  at  an  elevation  below  the  niaximum  water  table. 

j .    A  bond  shall  be  posted  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  a  covenant  ap- 
proved by  the  Town  Counsel,  with  penal  sum  and  surety  satisfactory  to 

the  said  Soil  Removal  Board  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance 
by  the  applicant  of  the  conditions  of  the  permit.    Such  bond  shall  not 
be  less  than  $2,000  per  acre  of  working  area;  i.e.,  any  area  in  con- 

dition other  than  its  natural  state  or  reconditioned  state  in  accord- 
ance with  3,  4  and  5  above.    Such  bond  money,  if  forfeited,  shall  be 

used  to  restore  the  property  as  required  by  this  By-Law. 
k.    The  working  area  shall  not  exceed  five  (5)  acres  at  any  given 

tune. 

Section  5  -  Violation 

a~.    Upon  verbal  or  written  notification  of  violation  of  any  con- 
ditions of  the  permit  or  of  this  By-Law  to  any  member  of  the  Board  or 

to  any  member  of  the  Topsfield  Police  Department,  such  member  shall  im- 
mediately investigate  such  claim  of  violation.    If,  in  the  opinion  of 

the  member  or  officer  so  notified,  this  or  any  other  violation  has  been 
committed,  said  member  shall  be  obligated  and  empowered  to  order  immedi- 

ate termination  of  material  excavation  and  all  related  activity  pending 
a  formal  hearing. 

b.    The  Board  shall,  after  due  hearing  and  proof  of  violation  of 
any  term  of  the  permit  or  this  By-Law,  revoke  the  permit.    If  said  viola- 

tion involves  removal  of  material  from  the  premises,  all  material  shall 
be  returned  to  proper  grade  or  the  penalties  defined  in  Section  I  of 
this  By-Law  shall  be  levied.    If  said  infraction  involves  violation  of 
the  natural  buffer  areas,  material  and  loam  shall  be  replaced  to  the 
natural  grades  and  trees  destroyed  shall  be  replaced  with  suitable  trees 
of  the  size,  type  and  spacing  approved  by  the  Conservation  Commission. 
If  all  corrections  cannot  or  are  not  made  within  a  reasonable  time  stip- 

ulated by  the  Board,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  and  the  penal  sum  pro- 
vided therein  paid  to  the  Town. 

Section  6  -  Exceptions 

a~.    The  provisions  of  this  By-Law  do  not  apply  to  removal  of  sand, gravel  or  stone: 
(1)  Solely  for  the  purposes  of  construction  of  foundations  for 

buildings  and  other  allowable  structures  for  which  building  permits  have 
been  issued  and  for  which  the  plot  plan  required  by  the  Town  Building 
Code  for  issuance  of  a  building  permit  has  been  filed  with  the  Board; 
such  plan  to  contain  not  less  than  to  scale  size  and  location  of  all  new 
construction  and  all  existing  structures  on  the  site,  distance  from  lot 
lines  and  the  established  street  grades,  and  which  shall  be  drawn  in 
accordance  with  an  accurate  boundary  line  survey. 

(2)  For  construction  on  the  premises  of  roads  for  which  plans 
have  been  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  for  which  plans  have  been 
filed  with  the  Board. 

b.  At  any  time  that  the  Board  determines  that  material  removal  is 
not  solely  for  purposes  (1)  or  (2)  above,  the  Board  shall  require  that 
a  permit  in  accordance  with  this  By-Law  be  required  for  any  further  re- 

moval and  initial  deviation  fron  the  requirements  of  this  By-Law  shall 
be  treated  under  Section  5  -  Violation. 

c.  When  said  permit  involves  a  working  area  of  less  than  one  acre 
and  also  the  removal  of  less  than  500  cubic  yards  of  material,  the  Board 
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may   waive  the  requirements  of  Paragraphs  (2)  and  (3),  Section  3,  Sub- 
section (a)  and/or  Paragraph  (j)  of  Section  4. 

Submitted  by  petition. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  AMEND  THE  SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW  BY  STRIK- 
ING OUT  THE  ENTIRE  BY-LAW  AND  ITS  AMENDMENTS  ADOPTED  AT  A  TOWN  MEETING 

HELD  ON  MARCH  16,  1972,  AND  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  SOIL  REMOVAL  BY-LAW  AS 
WORDED  IN  ARTICLE  THIRTY  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  WARRANT. 

The  proposed  new  By-Law  requires  that  a  member  of  the  Conservation 
Commission  be  on  the  Soil  Removal  Board;  the  present  By-Law  makes  this 
permissive  only.    The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  a  member  of  the  Con- 

servation Commission  will  bring  additional  expertise  on  land  use  to  the 
Board  and  further  assist  in  long  range  reasonable  utilization  of  the 
Town's  natural  resources. 

The  proposed  By-Law  also  makes  it  mandatory  for  applicants  to  file 
specific  documents  and  information;  the  current  By-Law  does  not  require 
these  filings.    Particularly  important  is  information  on  the  ultimate 
use  of  the  land. 

Thirty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Timber  Lane  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements 
of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a 
gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Timber  Lane". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Thirty- Second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

ARTICLE  XVIII  -  TOPSFIELD  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 

1.  There  is  hereby  established  a  Topsfield  Historic  District  Com- 
mission under  the  provisions  of  the  "Historic  Districts  Act" ,  General  Laws 

Chapter  40C,  as  amended,  consisting  of  five  (5)  members,  appointed  by 
the  Selectmen,  including  one  member,  where  possible,  from  two  nominees 
submitted  by  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society,  one  member,  where  possible 
from  two  nominees,  submitted  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Chapter  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  and  one  member,  where  possible,  from 
two  nominees  of  the  Board  of  Realtors  covering  Topsfield.    One  or  more 
of  the  foregoing  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  Historic  District  established 
in  Topsfield  pursuant  to  the  Historic  Districts  Act.    When  the  Commission 
is  first  established,  one  (1)  member  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of 
one  year,  two  (2)  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  two 
(2)  shall  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  three  years,  and  their  succes- 

sors shall  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  terms  of  three  years. 

2.  There  is  hereby  established  a  Historic  District  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Historic  Districts  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as 

amended,  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
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Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  High  Street  marked 
with  a  granite  bound  on  the  corner  between  #31  and  #33;  thence  177  feet 
along  the  southeasterly  line  of  #31  to  another  stonebound;  thence  209 
feet  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #31  to  another  stonebound;  thence 
127  feet  more  or  less,  across  Town  property  on  which  is  located  the 
fire  station,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  #23  High  Street;  thence  107 
feet  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #23  and  95  feet  by  #21;  thence  152 
feet  more  or  less  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #17;  thence  80  feet 
more  or  less  along  the  southwesterly  line  of  #11;  thence  91  feet  along 
the  southwesterly  line  of  the  Topsfield  Town  Library  to  the  easterly 
sideline  of  Main  Street;  thence  continuing  to  the  centerline  of  the 
street  and  following  the  centerline  northerly  to  a  point  opposite  the 
northerly  side  of  South  Common  Street;  thence  N.  40    West  to  the  wester- 

ly side  of  Main  Street  and  continuing  500  feet  to  an  unmarked  point  at 
the  easterly  edge  of  Proctor  Field;  thence  N.  12°  130  feet  to  the  cen- 

terline of  High  Street  Extension;  thence  northwesterly  200  feet  more  or 
less  to  the  centerline  of  Washington  Street;    thence  northeasterly  350 
feet  more  or  less  to  the  culvert  carrying  School  Brook;  thence  north- 

erly to  the  southwest  corner  of  #7  Washington  Street  and  continuing  by 
the  westerly  sideline  of  #7  to  the  rear  corner;  thence  easterly  100  feet 
by  #7  and  continuing  about  10  feet  to  School  Brook;  thence  northerly 
along  said  brook,  crossing  #96,  100,  104,  106  and  110  Main  Street  to 
the  rear  corner  of  #12  Normandy  Row;  thence  northeasterly  along  the 
rear  property  line  of  #12  and  continuing  100  feet  along  the  rear  of  #10 
and  76  feet  along  the  rear  of  #8  to  the  southwesterly  corner  of  #2  Nor- 

mandy Row;  thence  northerly  157  feet  along  the  property  line  between 
#2  and  #8  to  Normandy;  thence  crossing  the  street  to  the  westerly  corner 
of  #118  Main  Street  and  continuing  northeasterly  along  the  rear  property 
line  of  #118  a  distance  of  212  feet  to  the  northerly  corner;  thence 
southeasterly  30  feet  to  a  point  on  the  southwesterly  side  line  of  #124 
Main  Street  which  point  is  200  feet  westerly  from  the  curved  sideline  of 
Main  Street;  thence  generally  northeasterly  and  northerly  on  a  line  which 
is  200  feet  westerly  from,  and  concentric  with  the  curve  of  Main  Street 
to  an  angle  point  in  the  northerly  line  of  #132  Main  Street;  thence  200 
feet  along  the  property  line  to  northeasterly  corner  of  the  lot  adjac- 

ent to  #4  Haverhill  Street;  thence  crossing  the  street  to  the  junction 
between  Haverhill  and  Ipswich  Road  and  running  southerly  100  feet  along 
Main  Street  to  a  point  opposite  the  northerly  corner  of  #129  Main  Street; 
thence  southeasterly  to  the  sideline  of  Main  Street  and  continuing  159 
feet  to  the  rear  line  of  #129;  thence  100  feet  along  the  rear  of  #129 
and  continuing  192  feet  along  the  rear  of  #127  and  450  feet  more  or 
less  across  #117  to  the  easterly  corner  of    #111;  thence  southerly  a- 
long  the  rear  lines  of  #111  and  #109  Main  Street  to  the  southeast  cor- 

ner of  #109;  thence  northwesterly  about  26  feet  to  the  northeasterly 
corner  of  #103  Main  Street;  thence  along  the  rear  lot  line  of  #103 
about  50  feet  to  the  southeasterly  corner;  thence  46  feet  westerly  to 
the  rear  corner  of  #99  Main  Street;  thence  southerly  along  the  rear 
lot  line  of  #99  to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  #99;  thence  easterly  by 
#97  Main  Street  to  the  northwesterly  corner  of  #2  Howlett  Street;  thence 
southerly  223  feet  to  the  southwesterly  corner  of  #2;  thence  easterly 
87  feet  to  Howlett  Street  and  continuing  on  the  same  course  to  the 
centerline  of  said  street;  thence  northerly  along  Hovfett  Street  to  a 
point  opposite  the  corner  between  #1  and  #5;  thence  easterly  to  the 
sideline  of  Howlett  Street  and  continuing  201  feet  to  the  northeasterly 
corner  of  the  Parson  Capen  House  property;  thence  southerly  219  feet 



by  the  easterly  property  line  of  the  Capen  House  and  continuing  about 
415  feet  to  a  point  on  property  of  the  Emerson  Center  which  is  200  feet 
from  the  sideline  of  East  Common  Street  and  200  feet  from  the  northeast- 

erly side  line  of  High  Street;  thence  southeasterly  about  240  feet  to 
the  northerly  corner  of  #14  High  Street  and  continuing  by  the  rear  prop- 

erty line  of  #14  to  Great  Hill  Brook;  thence  southeasterly  about  330 
feet  across  property  number  26  High  Street  to  the  northerly  corner  of 
#32  High  Street;  thence  along  the  property  line  between  #32  and  #4 
Towne  Lane;  thence  southwesterly  along  the  sideline  of  Towne  Lane  and 
crossing  High  Street  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Wherever  only  part  of  any  building  or  structure  is  within  the  His- 
toric District  according  to  the  boundary  lines  as  heretofore  defined  in 

this  section,  there  shall  be  included  within  the  Historic  District  the 
entire  land  area  occupied,  or  to  be  occupied,  by  all  of  said  building 
or  structure  so  that  the  whole  building  or  structure  shall  be  considered 
to  be  within  the  Historic  District  for  the  purposes  of  this  By-Law. 

3.  The  Historic  District  Commission  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  Historic  District  Commissions  as  provided  by  the  Historic  Dis- 

tricts Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  and  of  subsequent  amendments 
thereto,  except  that  the  authority  of  the  Commission  shall  not  extend 
to  the  review  of  the  following  categories: 

(a)  Terraces,  walks,  driveways,  sidewalks,  and  similar  struc- 
tures or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  provided  that  any  such  structure  is 

substantially  at  grade  level. 
(b)  Storm  doors  and  windows,  screens,  window  air  conditioners, 

lighting  fixtures,  antennae,  and  similar  appurtenances,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them. 

(c)  The  color  of  paint. 

4.  The  Historic  District  Commission  shall  adopt  rules  arid  regula- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  its  business  not  inconsistent  with  the  provis- 

ions of  the  Historic  District  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as  amend- 
ed, and  may,  subject  to  appropriation,  employ  clerical  and  technical 

assistants  or  consultants  and  may  accept  money  gifts  and  expend  same 
for  such  purposes. 

5.  When  taking  action  under  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the 
Historic  Districts  Act,  General  Laws,  Chapter  40C,  as  amended,  the  His- 

toric District  Commission  shall  make  a  determination  within  forty-five 
(45)  days  after  the  filing  of  the  application  for  a  certificate  of  ap- 

propriateness, or  such  further  time  as  the  applicant  may  in  writing 
allow. 

6.  The  provisions  of  this  By-Law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  severable. 
If  any  of  its  provisions  shall  be  held  to  be  invalid  or  unconstitution- 

al by  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  the  remaining  provisions 
shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  TOPSFIELD  HISTORIC 
DISTRICT  COMMISSION  BY-LAW  AS  WRITTEN  UNDER  ARTICLE  THIRTY-TWO  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  WARRANT. 
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The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  the  proposed  By-Law  will  preserve 
the  quaintness  and  integrity  of  the  described  section  of  the  Town;  will 
protect  the  value  of  the  property  owners  therein,  and  the  Committee  has 
been  assured  that  all  property  owners  within  the  described  section  of 
the  Town  have  agreed  to  the  formation  of  the  Commission. 

Thirty-Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  and  develop  ap- 
proximately 38  acres  of  land  on  the  westerly  side  of  U.  S.  Route  1, 

northerly  of  Ipswich  Road,  easterly  of  North  Street  and  southerly  of 
Camp  Meeting  Road,  to  be  used  for  recreation  and  conservation  purposes 
and  to  authorize  the  appropriate  Town  officials  to  make  application  for 
any  available  reimbursements  from  any  State  or  Federal  agencies  and  to 
determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or 
otherwise,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  Planning  Board  has  advised  the  withdrawal  of  support  for  this 
article  as  the  details  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  this  piece  of  prop- 

erty have  not  been  finalized. 

Thirty-Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows: 

Section  X:    Description  of  Districts  of  the  Zoning  By-Law  is  hereby  de- 
leted  and  the  following  Section  X  inserted  therein: 

SECTION  X  -  DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICTS 

The  Business  Districts  shall  comprise  the  areas  bounded  (a)  by  a  line  be- 
ginning at  the  junction  of  the  Turnpike  and  South  Main  Street,  thence 

northerly  on  South  Main  Street  to  Maple  Street,  thence  easterly  on  Maple 
Street  to  a  point  300  feet  from  the  Turnpike,  thence  northerly  parallel 
to  the  Turnpike  to  a  point  within  150  feet  south  of  the  railroad,  thence 
northwesterly  parallel  to  the  railroad  to  Summer  Street,  thence  northerly 
on  Summer  Street  to  a  point  200  feet  north  of  the  railroad,  thence  east- 

erly parallel  to  the  railroad  to  a  point  on  a  perpendicular  to  Central 
Street  where  the  brook  passes  under  Central  Street,  thence  northeasterly 
on  this  perpendicular  across  Central  Street  to  a  point  200  feet  north  of 
Central  Street,  thence  easterly  parallel  to  Central  Street  to  a  point 
300  feet  west  of  the  Turnpike,  thence  northerly  to  High  Street,  thence 
following  High  Street  to  a  point  300  feet  east  of  the  Turnpike,  thence 
southerly  parallel  to  the  Turnpike  and  300  feet  east  thereof  to  Maple 
Street,  thence  westerly  to  the  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  to  the  junction 
of  the  Turnpike  and  South  Main  Street,  the  point  of  beginning.     C°)  by 
a  line  beginning  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street  and  the  railroad, 
following  the  railroad  westerly  to  the  High  School  playground  following 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  High  School  playground  to  Main  Street,  cross- 

ing Main  Street,  and  following  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Town  Library 
grounds  to  the  Brook,  following  the  Brook  southwesterly  until  it  inter- 

sects a  parallel  to  Main  Street,  250  feet  to  the  southeast  thereof,  fol- 
lowing this  parallel  across  Central  Street  and  Park  Street  to  South  Main 

Street  and  then  following  South  Main  Street  north  to  the  railroad,  the 
point  of  beginning,     (c)    by  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  center line  of 
the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  northwesterly  for  a  distance  of  583  feet,  the 
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point  of  beginning  being  280  feet  southerly  of  the  Mile  Brook  culvert, 
measured  on  said  centerline  as  defined  in  the  1921-22  layout;  thence 
northeasterly  along  a  line  parallel  to  and  350  feet  distant  from  the 
westerly  sideline  of  said  Turnpike,  crossing  Mile  Brook  and  Ipswich 
Road  to  a  point  200  feet  northerly  of  the  Mile  Brook  culvert  (measured 
on  the  centerline  of  the  Turnpike)  and  383  feet  westerly  of  said  center- 
line;  thence  easterly  along  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  Turnpike  to  a 
point  200  feet  westerly  of  the  sideline  thereof;  thence  northeasterly 
along  a  line  parallel  to  the  Turnpike  and  200  feet  westerly  thereof, 
crossing  Camp  Meeting  Road  and  continuing  to  the  Ipswich  Town  line; 
thence  easterly  along  the  Town  line  to  a  point  200  feet  easterly  of  the 
easterly  sideline  of  the  Turnpike;  thence  southwesterly  along  a  line 
parallel  to  and  200  feet  easterly  of  said  Turnpike,  crossing  Camp  Meet- 

ing Road  and  continuing  335  feet  to  the  northeasterly  property  line  of 
#409  Boston  Street;  thence  northwesterly  along  the  property  line  to  the 
centerline  of  the  Turnpike  (Boston  Street) ;  thence  southwesterly  along 
said  centerline  to  a  point  opposite  #371  Boston  Street;  thence  south- 

easterly to  the  sideline  of  said  street  and  continuing  along  the  south- 
erly sideline  of  #371  to  a  point  200  feet  easterly  of  the  easterly  side- 
line of  said  street,  thence  southwesterly  parallel  to  said  street,  cross- 

ing Ipswich  Road  and  Mile  Brook  to  a  point  280  feet  southerly -of  the  cul- 
vert under  the  Turnpike;  thence  along  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  Turn- 
pike 233  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  Central  Residential  District  shall  comprise,  except  for  the  business 
districts  included  therein,  the  area  bounded  by  a  line  beginning  at  the 
junction  of  Salem  Street  and  River  Road,  thence  to  a  point  on  Prospect 
Street,  1,000  feet  southwesterly  from  South  Main  Street,  thence  to  a 
point  on  Washington  Street,  at  the  westerly  boundary  of  land  now  owned 
by  Hosmer  Eldridge,  northeasterly  to  the  end  of  Colerain  Road  as  present- 

ly accepted,  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  along 
the  southern  border  to  Haverhill  Street,  thence  northerly  on  Pine  Street 
to  a  point  on  Ipswich  Road,  thence  to  a  point  on  the  Newburyport  Turnpike 
400  feet  north  of  High  Street,  thence  parallel  to  High  Street  across  Per- 

kins Row  to  a  point  where  it  meets  a  perpendicular  to  High  Street  at  its 
junction  with  the  railroad,  thence  following  said  perpendicular  to  the 
railroad,  thence  up  the  railroad  northwesterly  to  a  point  200  feet  south- 

easterly of  Maple  Street,  thence  westerly  parallel  to  Maple  Street  to 
the  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  on  the  Turnpike  to  South  Main  Street, 
thence  westerly  to  the  junction  of  Salem  Road  and  River  Road,  the  point 
of  beginning.    Also,  the  district  bounded  NORTHWESTERLY  by  the  centerline 
of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike;  NORTHEASTERLY  by  the  property  line  between 
#409  and  #413  Boston  Street;  SOUTHEASTERLY  by  a  line  parallel  to  and 
200  feet  easterly  of  the  easterly  sideline  of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike; 
and  SOUTHWESTERLY  by  the  property  line  between  #367  and  #371  Boston 
Street; 

The  Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall  comprise:  all 
area  in  Topsfield  south  and  east  of  the  Ipswich  River.    Also  all  land 
in  Topsfield  east  and  north  of  a  line  starting  at  the  junction  of  the 
Ipswich  River  and  Howlett  Brook  following  Howlett  Brook  to  a  point  300 
feet  south  of  Ipswich  Road  on  a  perpendicular  to  said  road,  thence 
westerly  on  a  line  300  feet  south  of  and  parallel  to  Ipswich  Road  and 
Camp  Meeting  Road  to  a  point  200  feet  east  of  the  Newburyport  Turnpike, 
thence  northerly  200  feet  east  of  and  parallel  to  said  Turnpike  to  the 
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Town  line.    Also,  all  land  in  Topsfield  north  of  a  line  starting  at  a 
point  on  the  Town  line,  which  is  200  feet  west  of  and  on  a  perpendicu- 

lar to  the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  thence  southerly  200  feet  west  of  and 
parallel  to  said  Turnpike  to  Howlett  Brook,  thence  westerly  following 
Hewlett  Brook  and  Pye  Brook  to  the  Town  line. 

The  Inner  Residential  and  Agricultural  District  shall  comprise  all  of 
the  Township  remaining  outside  the  Business,  Central  Residential,  and 
Outlying  Residential  and  Agricultural  Districts. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  rezoning  of  this  area  along  Route  1  was  contingent  on  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  as  specified  in  Article  33.    Since  NO  ACTION  was  re- 

commended on  Article  33,  the  same  would  follow  for  this  article. 

Thirty-Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

Under  provisions  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section 
21,  Clause  22,  noise  from  bulldozers,  fronted  loaders,  backhoes,  etc. 
shall  be  controlled  and  abated  by  any  member  of  the  Topsfield  Police 
Department  except  for  the  hours  of  7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday,  and  7:00  a.m.  to  noon  Saturday.    Any  person  refusing  to  comply 
under  the  above  conditions  shall  be  subject  to  a  twenty-five  dollar 
($25.00)  fine  for  each  offense. 

Submitted  by  petition. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

This  article  was  felt  to  be  too  restrictive,  with  possible  infringe- 
ments on  an  individual's  rights. 

Thirty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  drug  educa- 

tion and  prevention,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $3,000.00  FOR  DRUG  EDUCATION  AND  PREVENTION,  SUCH  FUNDS  TO 
BE  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

This  money  will  be  used  by  the  Tri-Town  Council  for  Youth  and 
Family  Services  to  continue  running  their  drop-in  center  for  children, 
and  other  projects  which  they  have  been  overseeing. 

Thirty- Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Sub-Committee  of  the  Con- 

servation Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $1,200.00  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  PLANTING  OF  SHADE  TREES  AND 
AUTHORIZE  THE  TREE  WARDEN,  WITH  THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  TREE 
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PLANNING  SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION,  TO  PURCHASE  AND PLANT  SAME. 

Thirty-Eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept,  reject  or  take  any  other 
action  regarding  the  following  agreement: 

North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  District 
Amendment  to  District  Agreement  Providing  for  Withdrawal 

of  the  City  of  Peabody 

The  "Agreement  with  Respect  to  the  Establishment  of  a  Vocational  Region- 
al School  District"  as  accepted  by  the  cities  of  Beverly,  Gloucester, 

Peabody  and  Salem  and  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Danvers,  Essex,  Hamilton, 
Lynnfield,  Manchester,  Marblehead,  Middleton,  Rockport,  Swampscott, 
Topsfield  and  Wenham  pursuant  to  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of  1972  (the 
"District  Agreement1")  shall  be  amended  upon  acceptance  as  hereinafter 
provided  as  follows: 

1.  The  City  of  Peabody  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  North  Shore 
Regional  Vocational  School  District  (the  "School  District")  pursuant  to 
Part  VII  of  the  District  Agreement  as  of  the  "Effective  Date"  of  this Amendment . 

2.  The  "Effective  Date"  of  this  Amendment  shall  be  the  date  on 
which  this  Amendment  has  been  accepted  by  eleven  of  the  sixteen  munici- 

palities comprising  the  School  District,  one  of  which  must  be  the  City 
of  Peabody.    Municipalities  may  accept  this  Amendment  only  by  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  7.2  of  the  District  Agreement. 

3.  In  the  event  prior  to  the  Effective  Date  the  School  District 
shall  incur  debt  pursuant  to  Section  6(d)  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of 
1972,  the  obligation  of  the  City  of  Peabody  to  pay  to  the  School  District 
a  share  of  the  School  District's  annual  installments  for  such  debt  shall 
terminate  on  June  30,  1975,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Section 
7.5  of  the  District  Agreement. 

4.  In  the  event  this  Amendment  is  accepted,  the  City  of  Peabody 
shall  remain  liable  for  its  unpaid  share  of  the  budget  of  the  School 
District  as  certified  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  School  District  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Peabody  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1975, 
provided,  however,  that  if  as  of  the  Effective  Date  no  student  who  is 
resident  of  the  City  of  Peabody  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  Interim  Voca- 

tional Program  conducted  by  the  School  District,  the  School  District 
shall  allow  the  City  of  Peabody  a  credit  in  the  amount  of  $39,481.00 
against  its  said  unpaid  share  of  the  budget,  such  credit  to  be  allocated 
to  the  remaining  unpaid  installments  pro  rata  according  to  the  amounts 
thereof. 

5.  After  all  sixteen  municipalities  have  considered  and  accepted 
or  declined  to  accept  this  Amendment,  this  Amendment  shall  be  void  and 
of  no  effect  unless  at  least  eleven  such  municipalities  (one  of  which 
shall  be  the  City  of  Peabody)  have  accepted  this  Amendment  in  accordance 
with  Section  7.2  of  the  District  Agreement.    Any  attempted  acceptance  by 
a  municipality  after  June  30,  1975  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  THE  AMENDMENT  TO  THE 
NORTH  SHORE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AGREEMENT  AS  SET  OUT 
IN  ARTICLE  38  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  WARRANT. 

This  action  is  necessary  in  order  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  providing  for  the  withdrawal  from  the  District  by  the  City  of 
Peabody. 

Thirty-Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for 
services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Health  and  Education  Services, 
Inc.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40, 
Section  5,  Clause  40  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $2,600.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  PROVIDING  PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY 

THE  HEALTH  AND  EDUCATION  SERVICES,  INC.,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVIS- 
IONS TO  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  5,  CLAUSE  40  AS  AMENDED. 

The  Finance  Committee  feels  that  the  services  rendered  by  this 
board  are  valuable  to  the  Town  and  should  be  continued. 

Fortieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Vocational 
Regional  School  Committee  for  said  committee's  expenses,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  545  of  the  Acts  of  1972,  as  amended,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $15,339.00  TO  THE  NORTH  SHORE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE  FOR  SAID  CONMITTEE'S  EXPENSES  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  545 
OF  THE  ACTS  OF  1972  AS  AMENDED. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommends  this  expenditure,  as  although  the 
Masconomet  Regional  District  School  has  some  facilities  for  vocational 
study,  they  are  limited.    The  vocational  school  will  concentrate  on  pre- 

paring students  for  trade  professions. 

Forty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
of  a  dump  truck  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Surveyor,  to  make  such  purchase,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE 
SUM  OF  $9,000.00  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  A  DUMP  TRUCK  FOR  THE  HIGHWAY  DE- 

PARTMENT AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  ROAD  SUR- 
VEYOR, TO  PURCHASE  SAID  TRUCK. 

This  truck  will  replace  a  1965  dump  truck  that  has  ceased  to  be 
useful  because  of  age  and  condition. 
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Forty-Second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
of  a  3/4-ton  pickup  truck  with  plow  and  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Road  Surveyor,  to  make  such  purchase,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MICHAEL  E.  TYLER,  Chairman 
HERBERT  M.  LUZ 
JULIE  G.  PHALEN 
RICHARD  R.  SMITH 
MILES  J.  LEAVITT 
HENRY  G.  GARTEN 
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